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Released under the J'ohri. F. Kennedy Assassination
- . Records Collection Act of 1992
(44 USC 2107 Note)
NW 53217 6/20/17

HMEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: Garrison lnvestiyation ‘,o{‘KennedQ Assassination:

- f£rancisco Antonto BARTES
. Clarens (20(-‘2.39:}35)

1. To date we have seen 20 published inaterisl which favslves -

'BARTES. in the Garrisvd prove. Nevertheless, his tormer proninance
“in Cuba, his- well-knm opposluon to Castro and bis govern:zent, and

his former position as head of the’ Cusan Revolutionary Council (CRC) in
New '‘Orloans may result in such lnvulvav«.ent in tie luture,

2. We have exam:ined Suo)ect's 201 iile and thes C1/OA file on
idrn.  The followinyg nigallhts are extracted irov:n these two records.

Subjoct was born-on 14 Septemm,r 1926 4n
Havam. He is married and has six children. His present
address Is 160s Mason S:nith Ave., Metalrte, Louleizna.
Ho sclls real astate. He entered the U.S. at hilamni on
4 January 1361, Hrom'1953 to i95: he was vice-president
of this Consolidated Rallways of Cuba, of wiich firm he served
as.uresident.from 195 .to 1960, He also had large holdings
in rice plantations and other enterprises and was wealthy.

. Subject's 2Ul tile shows tnat on the nasis of favorable
information provided CIA by a U.S. citizen and iormer enployee
of BARTES, Williaw C. DAVIS, Headquarters queriod Havana
about him (DIR-40206, 1S July 19:0). Havana requested a PCA
for his use in IMATE on 29 December 190, and it was jranted
on 3G January 1901, Whether any paramilitary 2r operational

-use was nade of Subjsét ‘cannot o determined fxo: the iiles
lsted above. {Comment: It is requested that W H/COG aaswer
this question.) Tihe F¥OA was ‘cancalled on 30 August 1981 at
the tequost of WH/4, w::ich had no turther o, erational {nterest.

¢. Tie New Crleans ofiice of the Duinestic Contact
Service (DCS) sent tu tise Pirector, DCS, a L7 Dece.aber 1360
rmemorandain, subject: Possible Upportunity to Recrult Agent
in Place in Cuba', lroin whick the {ollowing is quoted:
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A el Bartas. 16 the source of five reports on Cula and we, as

“Cn l‘aeaéa). ZG Deco*uer t466, l recel“da
call from Mr. Frans.Bartes, lor‘ wer PPresident o tae
Consolidated Rallways. of Cuda. He {s an alien but we
have £Bi ‘approval to contact dated 14 April 13850 Mr.
: weu ae the = ~Bl, tave beon tn {requent contact vntn bk, M
' This iMemorandum added. t.hat BARTES proposed to recruft
- 1A a cousin, a-Cuban ballérina namad Alicla CRUZ
"—.‘Bustulo who travelled with her group to many Co-amuniet
countxles. l.ncludns Chlu. ‘Tre ille does. not sade- whetheg ’
ouch a recruu.neut atwmpt was made. {(Commeet: Rt ie
requeatod that the afilce of the Director, DCS, ascertain
" . {tor the New Orleans office tne essecntial tacts asout its
- contacts with BAKTES: when did these start, how wany
were there, on what s.xb;ecn did he provide iniornation,
and has contact_cantinuad? It oot, when did it end? To
‘the present knowledze of the New Orleans office, has
- subject been quéstionod. by Garrieon or nis stafi® I so,
sny known details would be useiul. It 15 not prosceed,
however, that. BARTE:S be queried.on this point i the
intormation is not- alrcady avauaole. it Is requestad tirat
. this lnq\nry be sefit to tba New Orleans office by a se;arate
nemorandum which on:its all reierences to the G/ and.
to-any association vetwean BARTES ana the Clandestine

Services. )

’ d. CI/R&A Memoranduia No. 5, "Garrisoa aad

the Koeanedy Assassination™, ? August 1907, pars. of,

includes the follcwiaz: "On 25 June 1962 Lawrence LABORDE,
Gerald Patrick Hucuning Jr., and Howard Kenneth LAVIS,
paid a visit to a Cuban in New Orleans, "rank BARTES, and
reached an agreement to train anti-Castro Cubans a3

guerrilla fighters and de:nolition experts. ™

e. An FRPI report of 3 July 1964, suvject: “Movic:ento
Democrata Cristiano {MDC)", stated tiat BARTEL vas the
hecad of tha CRC ia New Crleans but that on or a.o22 4 June 1564
he had received {ram tne Miami beadquarters a notilication
that the CRC was being diseclved. BARTES adviscd ine
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) . New Urleans office of the E‘Bl that the New Urloam
ae e oelckau of tiie ‘MDBC wau Jose Manuel CUSCO, who
’ mwaa ot very acthe. and tl.at the Mtami chiel was José
Ignac!o RAbCO. (Co: n—nant. _Thcre 18 no. record of
CUSCO in Rl/ fain Index.) A PRt} Il on' BARTES shows

“‘that he was an = BI infor.: uant {dates not ~iven) and that - . ..

his contact was with bpcchu A&cnl Vvarren . dsDBrueys.

f. On 27 May l‘lb.. SOD/AB/OZ’S/.’: requested a
POA on Subject to perixiit bio yse as a pilot in Lieopoldsaville,
the Congo, in Project- WITHRUSH. Tihe FOA wap granted
on 20 July 1965. A PRU I, filled out on ¢ Septeinver 1963,
shows that BARTES' fila did not indicate that he knew
personally any WOFIR:A case olilcers except Roverto
MEDELL, princlpal agent in Mia:od {or the WITHRUSH

project,

i

3. An OA was granted 9 Sejsteiber 1965, Subseguent
tralfic fro.m Leopoldville, tiowever, indicated that Subject
was not qualified for nis assignineént, and with the concurrence

of Headquaztera he was sent sack to the U.E., where he

arrived on i} Fobruary 1946, He was 'very unhappy over
termination, claliiing that ko had not neen treated fairly o o . .
In a menorandu of 16 February 19706 5OD/AB/OPS/ ) stated
tnat Subject was of no Iurmex interest and requcated cancellation

oi his CA, " s %

h. A raemorandumi of 1 March 1957 to Clief RIJLS
frain Director, DCS (Cnlef, Scrvicos Division), subject: "Allen
’ Interview: #'ranik BARTES", includes the followiay: "T:is
oftice has requesied Bl approval to cuntact rank BARTES,.

an allen national . . . and expecta to expleit 1iin as a source
of furelyn intellience. ™
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3. R {s roquested that WH/COG and DCS provide any additienal
information on Subject which their {lles may contain. W/ COG traces
on Jose Manuel CUSCO are also requested. : .

Donovan E. ) Fratt
DC/CI/R&A

- Dlatribation:
Orig - DOP
1l - ¢/cCl, DC/Cl
1 - C/WH/COG
1 - Director, DC$
1 « Qiilco of Security , ‘
1 - Cillce of Genoral Counsel
1 ~A/DC -
‘1 « R&A chrono ‘
1 - Garrison {ile -~ correspondance with DCS
1 -~ Garrison file -« correspondance with WH/COG
\ .

- Garrison file -- R&A roports
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