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L1 THE YIEM FROM LANGLEY. 13 SEPTEMBER 1974

2
SR2 .- .
L2 ADPRESS TO THE FUND FOR PEACE COMFERENCE ON CIA AND COVERT ACTIONS BY WILLIAM E. €O
LBy ' ! .
A ¢
R
-

‘"' RE HAYE ALSO BEEN, AND ARE 'STILL, CERTAIN SITUATIONS IN THE MORLD IM WHICH SOME DISCRE
ET SUPPORT CAN ASSIST AMERICA’S FRIENDS AGAINST HER ADYERSARIES! IN THEIR CONTEST FOR €
ONTROL OF A FOREIGH NATION”S POLITICAL DIRECTION: WHILE THESE INSTANCES ARE FEW TODAY
COMPARED TO THE 195@°S, I BELIEYE IT ONLY FRUDENT FOR OUR-NATION TO BE ABLE TO ACT IN
SUCH SITUATIONS, AND THERERY FORESTALL GRERTER DIFFICULTIES FOR US IN THE FUTURE. IN
OTHER SITUATIONS, ESPECIALLY AFTER NIKITA KHRUSHCHEY’ S -EMTHUSIASTIC ESPOUSAL OF THE TH

ESIS OF "WARS, OF NATIGMAL. LIBERATION, " THE UNITED STRTES EELIEVYED IT ESSENTIAL {TO PROV
IDE PARAMILITARY SUPFORT TO CERTAIN GROUPS AND MATIONS. IN-19¢2, PRESIDEMT KENHNEDY., FO
R NATIONAL FOLICY REASONS, DID NOT MWAMT TO USE THE LUNIFORMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STRT
IN_|.H BUT ALS0 DID MOT WANT TO BE LIMITED TO A MERE DIPLOMATIC PROTEST AGAINST T
TR PRESENCE 0OF 5. @88 NORTH VYIETNAMESE TROOPS IN LAOS IN YIOLATION OF THE GEH
ACCORDES. AWND THEIR EXFANSION OF CONTROL OYER COMMUNITIES MWHO WISHED TO RESIST THENM
e THUS, CIA WAS DIRECTED TO PROVIDE SUPPORT TO THOSE COMMUNITIES, R DUTY WHICH GREM T
g0 A MAJOR EFFORT, KNOWN RND RPFROVED BY THE LAC GOVERNMENT, BUT NOT CONFROHTIHG HORTH
HYIETNAM AND ITS ALLIES WITH A BPIRECT AND OYERT U. S. CHALLENGE. MR. BANEMANN HAS TOaLp
WOU OF SOME OF THE TERRIBLE HUMAM PROEBLEMS INVOLYED IN ANY HAR WHEN IT GROMS TO A CONY
ENTIONAL SCALE INVOLYIWG ARTILLERY. AIR BOMBARDMENT, AMD SO FORTH. MHAT HAS PERHAFS NO
} T BEEN FULLY PERCEIYED IS THAT THE .AMERICAN ASSISTANCE TO THIS EFFORT INYOLYED A SHALL
\ COMMITMENT OF CIA AMERICFANS AND A SHMALL EXPEMDITURE OYER THE MAMY YEARS IN WHICH THIS
% ACTION WAS UNDERTAKEN: AND THAT, AS A RESULT OF THE DEFENSIVE EFFORTS OF THE FORCES

5
UPPORTED BY CIA, THE BATTLE LIMES AT THE END OF THE FERIOD HERE ESZEWTIALLY UNCHANGED
FROM_THOZE AT THE DOPEMNIMG. AS WITH THE BAY OF PIGS. WHEN THE ACTIVITY BECAME TOD LARG
i E, IT NO _LONGER REMAINED SECRET. BUT I THIMK THE CIA FPEDPLE WHO COMDUCTED THIS EFFORT
' DESERVE THE FRATSE OF DUR CITIZENS FOR THE EFFECTIVE BUT MODEST. MANMER IM MWHICH PRESID
g{ (ENT KEWNEDY"S MISSION WAS CARRIED OUT--A MISSION -
i —»«.t‘-":*—zz———' AN — o —_——— Cowee = e B T . -~ |
| COURSE, FOR CONGRESS TO DECIDE, AND I HAVE EYERY CONFIDENCE THAT A FULLY. SATISFRACTORY
5 SOULUTION WILL EVENTUATE. FPHOEMIX: THIS SUBJECT HA%. BEEM BADLY MISUNDERSTOOD IN PUBLIC
% _DISCUSSIONS. I TESTIFIED FULLY ON THIS SUBJECT IN 1971. BUT SELECTIYE QUOTES FROM THA
%/ T TESTIMONY HAYE BEEN USED TO IMDICATE THAT I DIRECTED A PROGRAM OF ASSASSINATION. MUR
. DER, ETC., RESULTING IN THE DERTHS OF OVER 2@, 808 YIETNAMESE. 1 THEHR DEMIED AND I STIL
P L FLATLY DENY SUCH A CHARGE OR SUCH AN INTERPRETATIDN OF THIS FROGRAM. PHOENIX WAS ON
i "E_OF A NUMBER OF PROGRAMS UNDER THE GENERAL PRACIFICATION EFFORT OF THE GOYERNMENT OF Y
IETNAM. OW DETAIL FROM CIA TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE: I MWAS THE PRINCIPAL RADVISER- AND
SUPERVISED AMERICAN SUPPORT OF THE PRCIFICATION FROGRAM. THE FACIFICATION FROGRAM WAS
FOCUSED OH SECURING THE WILLING FPARTICIFATION OF THE FOPULATION OF SOUTH YIETNAM AGAT
NST -TERROR AND INVASION BY THE WORTH YIETNAMESE AMD THE VYIET CONG. THE GYN"5 PRCIFICAT
ION PROGREAM CONSISTED OF: --ASSISTANCE TO THE LOCAL TERRITORIAL' FORCES TO INCREASE THé
SECURITY OF THE WILLAGES: ~--THE DISTRIBUTION OF A HALF MILLIOW WERAPONS TO THE POFULAT
ION TO  USE IN UNPAID SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS (I KNOW OF FEW GOVERNMENTS IN THE MWORLD WHICH
MOULD UNDERTAKE SUCH A YENTURE AND- HAVE IT MEET WITH SUCH SUCCESS): --THE INDUCEMENMT.
RECEPTION AND RESETTLEMENT OF OVER 288,808 DEFECTING MEMEERS OF THE VIET CONG; -~THE
' TEMPORARY SUPPORT AND RETURMN TO YILLAGE OF HUNDREDS OF THOUSAKNDS OF REFUGEES; --THE EL
’ ECTION OF LOCAL YILLAGE CHIEFS AND PROVINCIAL COUNCILS; --THE DECEMTRALIZATION OF ECON
UMIC.DEVELDFMENT FUNDS AND PROGRAMS TO LOCALLY ELECTED OFFICIALS AND COUNCILS INSTEAD
OF SATGONM BUREAUCRATS. OWE OF THESE PACIFICATION ACTIYITIES WAS THE PHOENIX PROGRAM,
AIMED AT IDENTIFYIMG, CAPTURING, RALLYING AMND, IF NECESSARY. ATTACKING THE LEABERSHIF
EL ’ 4

i




7 » 7 ) B
i
/

e

"0 0 + CLIP@@DG44

,'A -
A ‘

/SR _ ; o

/' U1 FEBRUARY 1, 1975 CHICRGE TRIEUNE BOB WIEDRICH INTERVIEWS WILLIAM E. COLBY

2z
SR2 -
L2 AS COLBY LEAYES CIAR. A WARMING ON RUSSIANS

"OTE WE COUNTERED THE MILITARY THRERAT WITH NATO AND THE ECOMOMIC PROBLEMWS WITH THE HMARS
HALL PLAN. SUBYERSION WE RET WITH ‘CIA-HELP TO DEMOCRATIC GOYERNMENTS. -AND IT WORKED. L
ATER. IM LATIN AMERICAN. WE FEARED THE SWEEP OF CASTRO’S COMMUNISM RAND CHE GUEVARA. MWE

OYERCAME THAT WITH POLITICAL PROGRAMS THROUGH THE ORGRANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES., EC

ONMOMIC ASSISTANCE, MILITARY AID TO. GROUPS FIGHTING IHSURGENCY. AND THE HELF OF CIA INT

ELLIGENCE. LATIN AMERICA DID HOT FOLLOW CASTRO. S0 WE WON THAT. TOO. THE CIA CAM HELP
 AMERICA“S FRIENDS WITHOUT INVMOLYING AMERICANS. WO AMERICAN SOLCDIERS GO oM CLA OFERATIO
NS. THE AMERICANS MERELY SUPPLY RAHD ADYISE. ANL YERY FEMW DOF THEM [0 THAT. GEMERALLY. - I
r4%#}g§% FOR EXAMPLE. THE CIA WAS ASKEDR TO HELF BY 0OUR GOVERNMENT IN 1963, WE DID S0 FO
R fRS. 'WE NEYER HAD MORE THAM TWO OR THREE HUNDRED -MEN THERE. THE BATTLE LASTED A

DECARE. DURIMG THAT TIME. THE MORTH YIETNEMESE INCRERSED THEIR FORCES FROM 7.888 TO 7
@;808, YET, THE BATTLE LINE=S AT ' ‘

THE END WERE THE SAME RS IN THE BEGINNING. AHD A RELATIYE HANDFUL OF OUR MEM ACCOMPLI
SHED THAT. HELPING THE LAOTIAWS FIGHT OFF A FOREIGH COMMUNMIST INVASION OF THEIR HOMELA
M. PEGPLE CALLED THAT A SECRET WAR. BUT FOUR COMMITTEES OF COMGRESS KNEW ABOUT IT. AN
Mo THE LROTIANS FOUGHT IT, HOT AMERICANS. 1M PROUD OF WHAT WE HAYE DONE. WE MADE GUR M
JSTAKES. WE ALSO HAD OUR VICTURIES. AMERICA WILL NEED MORE SUCH WICTORIES IN THE FUTUR
E. FOR THE SOVIETS WILL COMTIHUE TOD FUSH. UNRUOTE

W
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