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14, 1958 

Remylet 

Set fortb below is additional information wbicb bas been 
developed concerning activities of American gamblers in Havana si 
tbe submission of referenced lettero(~fo . ' jf::l~j~ 

~ 
t" E~t. B'1 -. ..~3- ..... ~· .. 

CASINOS IN OPERATION tt_SOn .. f. I I~ ............ ....... _a. 
($). eV\e1Slf - - - - .-

Wilbllr Clark I s Casino, Hot'el Nacional::-

Tbis casino continues to. be operated by ,t e individuals' " 
) previously mentionedo On De.camber '12, 1957, JULIO\!-\: RNANDEZ, Sales 

M~~ager of~ __ :tl.Q!..~~ Nj!.Ci9~.~" confidentially.a 'sed tbat .SANT'O-· I TRAFFICANTE) JR., is. making "eve.r.alllt trips a week to tbe Hotel Naci 
'-., apparen1;ly to contact MEYE. NSKY, wbo bas a large interest in tbe 

.... \ ~peration ~~ ___ caSin. o._iU-,",t,he--noteL_. NaCi,ona. 1. On J .. anua. r y. 9, 1958~' (~ 
, PCI GOFFRE.!.p'\CELLI)H (conc~a,l) advised tbat TRAFFICANTE is actually 
: contacting JA~NSKY ,_ not MEYER LANSKY, in bis visits to tbe JHdel 
, Nacional. JA~NSKY o!~rsees tbe 0..E~ratio_1!~_2~_t.l1e_casill!L!;LJ~p~ 
, H~tel Nacional. . CELLINI informea-on January 7, 1958, tbat.SA~ y- • ~ 

r~:r...RAFFIJ;MP'E.,- MART~$X, par.t_ 9-l\'l!~r_.QU!!~,. :.r!"op~~~!!~. N~gJ1:t Cl,up,., an,d: '.·j;t;.'-'. 
. JAKE LANSKY bad 4'rivate meeting at tbe Hotel Naciona .' Source dL 
""notknow tbe matters discussed at tbis' meeting .OO~ " 

\ . 
'\ . ~ 

On 12-9-57,PCI CELLINI informed tbat FRA ERICKSON"s 
representative to Cuba and tbe one tbat protects ICKSON's intere .7 
is an individual named BURT~IGGS, who is employed at tbe casino in 

,)~/ t~ Hotel 1i~qj&11al. Sourc:re'noted tbat (BRIGGS is an elderly" iiid'fvfCiua'i, ' 
( a~a ratber unpreposessing in appearanc~" He noted"b<:>we~er, tbat ev~tW1.~.c 
\, tl:me BRIGGS makes a r. ~gue, for sometb. ~ng t.o be .d. one ~ t ~s bandIed.' . I i~ 

immediatelY.(Ii) RECORDtIJ c· - t I, u tatv . . It • iI::"'" '/' .A.. . 

-, ~ . A-V'\Mffi),ED • ,./ D~ '\"/ --~ tb :;,,-~ - 7v ! ~ l·~ ~ I (J ,~ ! 0 r:::::) 

~6~\P. On 1-2.-5~· EDWIN Aj:,iLAHEY, WaSbingt_Qn_C~Q .. r.r.es 2P .. g~l1i_~c.c.rhe~:i.,t~g 
\
//Ij 0'«0 tbe _W!!~Ii~~~e, !o!' .. .!t~J.gbt~J?~b)l~~\AAP.iilJlpg_~ .. " IN, a WEi ter /.~~'.;> 

for tbe New Y _rk.~~j'ff~' ... ws, ~m.V~~eQ bat tbey bA' asce: a~ned from ., ,·f TONY\l'VAUGHAN ManagEiJl'-a; tijesoJJ.~~;~~ !~~~J,;t)P~l:h:m ~ r(iividu~.!.-~~~~~ . 
\/'\ tbelP'rinciP, ._ille£~:t--==-~AI:1!:e~#l~,. ~:.rffe., ,N.!l.9l-0. n._~~:;,~",-~~ .~10.' ws ~-" .', , 
/ 'l MOE BERNA AL~G.c?Jf~YER .~~;-t; J (UC~\ta~(il}J) . . .fJOSEPr"4C GINTY ~ 

(11) 2 cC S U ~,O; ?1J -~/l3; , ~ 
1. c <'.. /VI If. _ '2-, r (..--- I )' ~ 
I G c... J"-J I () /- 'l. '5 - S r: (lJU i ' 

\L..--_--Lt.'.-e:.-~L _ t2 !.li.. _______ ---'---______ -----~ 
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Havana letter to the Director 

VAUGHAN further informed that the Hotel Nacional receives $300,000. 
a year from the casino for renta~ and that in addition the.gambling 
casino pays for the high priced entertainment that is brought in for 
the winter tourist season. PCI CELLINI advised on 1-7-58 that he 
seriously doubts that SAM TUCKER has any money interest in the casino 

,I 

in the Hotel Nacional. He s,aid that SAM TUCKER and JAKE LANSKY frequentl 
work together in the casino and that there is no doubt that JAKE LANSKY 
is the boss and that SAM TUCKER is merely working for him. {J().,M./ 

:®tel como.d,Qr»<L.c.a_§in9J.jOO~ ", ~// 
~n the past this casi.no .... ,has been manag,e_d_bY_RALP~NA, ,~ , 

F!! Noo 1~0469, who previously ~~s~£!..a:~d __ !.~g~glj.ng" acti:vi,tiJ;~s ' 
in Tamp'a>,~ .. -Flo£ida ,and on gam15Tfng s*" s off the' West Coast. This 
casino is frequented by mostly Cubans r-HAV-4, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on echmber 13, 1957, that SANTO ; 

'TRAFFICA.!fE, JR., ~s an i,nterest in the- gambling casino in the Hotel ' 
Comodor0...iJ ~(J)C U; " .' ' 
~t el_H.;;1..Y.ana_RiY.,i,~r.a __ ,Ca§j.no J ()() 

r ,- , ! 
: - On January 7, 1958, it was ascertained thrOUg~Ob ervat ion l I 
) that the caSino~the Hotel Havana ,Riviera is doing a t endous ~--
: '('1' ~~iness. The vening fl~.QL-b"os~.~~at vthi$ __ casino is DIN' , • LLINI and I 
It{\,i>,;':, ~the af~!~1,!.~_. ~<:?!:.~~o~P ~s MA~I~E I', OROWITZ" who ,was, b,r, O,~gh, t, ,fr~m Las 
\,\\~~~JWegas by EDMUND INSON, who ~s, ~ ov .. er.::::.all charge of the gambl~ng , 
,}',- operations _()f._ t~~>tlaxa..IlaR~vJ_~ra. On December~2':r;-i957; 'FIiA~NTILE~ 

who- operates the poker ~able at the Sans Souci Night Club, advfsed tha " 
the prfnc1par moffe'Y- Tn-fIre casino at the Havana Riviera belongs to , ~\; 
MEYER LANSKY and- HARRY and BENV.HITH • .-;" GENfILE indicated that the true{ _ 
name of the SMITH brothers, wW~~pu-c.e-a-lrare ···hotel 'ope:rators in Tor.,gpto, 
Canada, is not.SMITH, but he said he had no information as to what their 
correct name mightbeo~~ -

'I ~~l-=cap.;t':i=c~sin0l-~~ , .. 

1(j'J' On December 18, 1957" ¥' -r~IEBERBAl!M, par.i-.. _ .,,,_._L9L1he., -' , 
f: ,1!~.!~~ .. S~ii, advised that CHARLE', ITE,aka., CHARLIE '; OURINE, ~~R.!!_~~ 

, N.!.QJI....Qg§,), .. I..20~~~~ co~tiJ.lUe·t have substa~ti~l. int reS!ts=~E..o_~~_.~a~in(J 
" at the H'rt;eI Capr~. lHe ~nt~mated that these ~nd~v~duals were members''''of' 
\ t ~~.J!~ij"a,,",and that t~e Matia d~fini tely h~s an interest in the gambli~ 

operations in the hOiels and n~ght clubs ~n Havana 0 (KJ ~ 
On 12-l9-5P PCI GOFFREDO CELLINI advised that NICHOLAS 

DI CONSTANZO , wa.» lE!! .. .tl!L,J?llI£l!,- is the big op~or in the gambling 
casino at the Hotel Capr~o t!:(JA4/ ~~t:-,=c':~Tri nJ ' , 

,> .• ~ I r ... ~ 

\: ~ ,.j ~ ... '. t , ..... ..",' "" '" .. r. ... .f.I-.. -.:-~ . -";": 

, - - 2 - " \~:~~ ,.~,,~ .j;:. ~ L::J>('lj 

:J'\~---.~--~-.. ~ ___ ~ _____ ' ~ ____ ~:~-;",::g~"J~N ~~, 
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Havana letter to the Director 

On December 30, 1957» JULIO FERNANDEZ, mentioned above, 
advised he had been personally informed by SANTO TRAFFICANTE that 
TRAFFICANTE has a substantial interest in the gamtiiing casino at 
the Hotel Capri. l!> A/V-- ; -'. "." 

~~ , .f/ 
. 1. 7 ~ • _ 

( JOE MARTIN, also mentioned above; advised on 1-2-58 that 
\;c\' he had been confidentially informed that the casino in the Hotel Capri 
~'/( . ~s ~.ed __ b~. approXimate~YI orty different inpfviQUalS-... ·~~.i_i -g'-these-'""---.. 
'/ \ l.ndl.Vl.dua;~~e THEODORE IPSON, wao, SUGA~OWN, PHILL~~s;:!,ORSKY, 

\ ~~~~~~s~g~~T:~FIc~~~p:~~t'i~"-I~~Ii;~~:~~::~;~n~-~~-; :'t'~~~~i'.'"_ 
\ f~~;.!.~!:kL~!'!~.!~,-~~.:r::~~~. Other sources have indicated that G~Ywr. 
\is reputed to have a piece of the casino in the Hotel Capri and ~ . 
source has advised that RAFT himself stated that he ownS a part in 
the casinoo~~ _ 

~.t~J.._SeY'il.la--B:i'ltm0reu,.cas_illQ'7? /_.d ........ ,tfA./ . 
~" ~~ \/ . 

" This casino is owned by a Cupan Congressman, AMLE~TTISTI. 
\~~he only American k~~~to be employed~fn~tJ:iis- '~c~asino is WILLIAM HENRY 
./ .:.~}; _~~9H", wa., ROBERT ~.u:-~INGTON (B-CM-2), who -.. i:s; suspected ·oT'beriig··~' 

'one of the subj ects --in two Judge Baker swindles which took place in 
\v Havana in 1957. 

:~!lS~S9UG..i ij'iglrt~_Club",-.ca~~l'loj1- ($-)I~ . , 
~ ?l1 I iJ?' 

.''''-
The prinCiPal~W s iIi" this casi~p continue to ~SANTO lt~, 

TRAFFICANTE, JR., and JOE5.\: TASSI, wa., JOE';. ROGERS. JIMMY KER, a -T(;I!: _' 
brother-in-law of DINO IN!, was former:y in charge of the Kiosko ,'--
a' small gambling casino that is an adjunct of the Sans Souci and which 
is frequented by a "poor money crowd .. tt BAKER returned to the United .~ 

S tes in earlYJan.~.ary. ~ _19~ for an operation: ~),.,v 

Ni-ght' Club:Oa.~ino:- (f{)r/' ~ / 
, . This casino is a Cuban operation. The princitl~l interests ~\ 

in the casino are oWPf.l.cLby: MARTIN FOX and ALBERT~~RDURAi\idOYA. ARDURA)' . 
has been described b~CI WILLIA~ P,. MOOREFIELD <p).otect) as .the. : 
"bag mantt for ROBERTO ERNANDEZ~.IRANDA, bX:Qther_,::,-in~law .. _of. _.P.r_esid~;nj; ___ .. ;' 
BATISTA. MOOREFIELD h, indicat\p. that through ARDURA, {~RNANDEZ 
didates who is allowed to set up slot machines in Cuba.~~ 
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Havana letter to the Director 

~"""""-.'~'~'">"":'-=" ="~,!-"(.=,,,"=,-=-,,""',",,,-=.=, •.•. '-.'~"-~-~-'';:;/ '~-~:-. -. -."...---

o· 4 ' 

f'~~~ i! 
\" \/ 
~/ .," 

.1fntmartr_e __ Nj,ght_ GJ.!!!l...,Casin~ #/ 

1~1 ./ This casino, which' w~s :fepu~edly owned by INDALECIO 
,:V /t1E!!!!.~!!!y\,a S~,2~~J has gone out of business 0 f!H ~--~ 

! 
I 

tfient"l~,"-,k...llaCe,";r,,,ac~ ~ . 
In an article-dated December "18, 1957, in the Havana English­

language newspaper, The Havana.Post, it was stated that the "five and 
six" bett ing system at the Oriental' Park Race Track would be., operated 
electronically in the near future\~ It was indicated that approximately 
$800,000 worth of electronic equipment was being installedo Commencing 
with the middle of December horse racing was to be'held at the track 

three times a week, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. According to HAY-4, 
( who has furnished reliable information in the pa~tl,.:,.the· oper~tio /of the 

. '\ race track continues to be in the hands of LOWE~~RRELLo X gambling 
!) caSino in the Jockey Club !,,~e track is operaJ:ed by GEORGE _ VINE, 

,/1,\ a close associate of CARMI~DI BlASE, J ... q."~7*.l~,,...v 
\// PCI PEDRO P. TAPIA (concea~) advised on l2-30~57 that J,aQ.,~".c'"" 
)\~¥RQELL, who had ,previously been reported. to be t~e opel:'ator of the. Orim1 
,~park Race'Track, was in actuality' a ·techn1.cal adv-l.~orand that after . 

PURCELL had straightened out op~rations at the track and put them on a 
going basis he' was paid off with a "rubber check. 1t Source said that 
PURCELL went back to Miami after being unable to get an\/payment for ~/f/ 
his services and that an individual by the name of JACK~COOPER, who ~~/; 
QP_er.ates-on"";'Vles.t_:F'lagl.~:J;_ iI!._~iam~ and who had> recommended PURCELL appear,·· 
ed at the track about three weeks before, in an effort to obtain some 
money for PURCELL~jfA./" . : 

-;fii.DITIONALCASINOS 'ALREADY"UNDER CONSTRUCTION. , ~ 
.!:"":'1"'. A source. has advised that an ~d~itional casino is presently 

be1.ngi constructed 1.n the old Hotel Plaza, 1.n downtown Havana and that 
the individual;with the principal money 'interest in this operation is 
JOE STASSI, wa., JOE ROGERSo Another source has informed that the . 
Hotel. Deauville, a recently remodeled hotel on the Malecon in Havana, 
would also get a li'cense ·for a gambling casino. This hot~L;':; r. epor. ted 
to hav~ been remodeled by an individual ~y the n~e.of ~AM~E i~m_ 
Miamiot-!lOther sources indicated that JOE STA,SSI 1.S 1.n l1.ne. for the 
operation of the casino in this hotel. It.iJ /, \~ .--" 

y" ~ 0Y t
/ 

.~.:l~, ~,I" .. /-

1
1."-\'1" ~\"', 

. "' ~ , '-\:r \\\ ';.i, ........ 
: .1'; j' . j '/ ~:i • 

, 1" " . 'i:l ) 
~~' ',<" " • "?\ ,I 

- 4 - \-:~~ .. ,\~i:§(~\t~ \ '\ 
~.~~II . 

~~~~t~\~~s~ 
L _____ ' ----

- - .. ~- - --------- -_-.-I 
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