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‘The above “tltle is marked changed to 1nd1cate - ‘ '
C\D UNNION \full name as '1ndlca”&,ed b:y ‘his 51gnature on hls L
a@sport photor ra,ph r _ ) , s

, Egiﬁ - /Re!‘JI‘Ole‘L 9/18/%)‘ .ae'ttlng ,Iorth batkg round infor— , o . L
zatg‘?&_ mation conc,ex':a:numT RUNNION Jwith" request for Bureau authorityC
=3 ED.M * to. conduct -a "sounding out".1nterv1ew. ReBulet 9/24/62 . S

X == auLhorJ.?lng, such. 1nterv1ew., o ' \ R

OO Ss A.::» \11‘1d1<,a|,ed in re WI‘O letter,CI;UNNIOID:LS a Jourual— - ;
oG 1sD..n the employ of @nlted Press International (UPI :

\2"%‘38 well as a member of the . Natlonal Presa Club (NPC) Washlngtoﬁ,‘ )
:%)QF&)-@ R D C. Lo o s )\ o /i N wL
. el L3 X . e s N
gc‘gg; . PUNNIO’\I was :Lnterv:Lewed .on 10/}.5/62 by 'SA ”"‘OLLuJ.' C?J
A JACOBSOH JR., wino is. personally: acqualnted with nlm. Durlng
., the conversatlon@UNNIOEev1denced a Looperatlve and frlendly
. .aut;‘cude. . o N NN . ; L N
: It was ascertalned durlng Lhe 1n‘terv1ew th ¢ o T
C RUNNIOIE] has some -slight degree of aequalntance WJ.U}@URIY V !
“BARSUKOV, Washington correspondent. for "Izvestia',‘news - 3

, .organ of the- Supreme Soviet-of the ‘USSR, . He did’ not know e ‘f“é
o 'BAnuUKOV Ly name but. recognlaed a photowraph of him and -~ | o
stated hé had been under the impression that this individual’ ézzyj;i
'.was the Tass correspondent at Washington, D.- C. . He said - 24 ']
. he has. merely a ‘speaking acquaintance w1th BARSUIOV,\hav1ng<“
‘first seen-him in Washlndton,,D.\C about one year ago. «g 7
- RUNNION said it is-his assumption, that BARmUKOV and othe
Sovlet newsmen: attend White House press conferences .and brlef-

1ngs here at the Department of S*cate._ ‘He. mentioned having' V
E oeen »BARSUB.O’V at one - such nrleflng. He ‘also ment1oned haVIBW
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[;een him recently at a press conference on the occasion of
the visit ‘to Washington, D, C. of KONSTANTIN G. PYSIN, Soviet
Minister of Agriculture. ( RUNNION |Jsaid he, himself, cats
lunch everyday at the NPC and he estimates that BARSUKOV -
lunches there about three times a week. He said that on
occasion he has happened to sit at the same table with
BARSUKOV. He said he assumed BARSUKOV considers him as a
reporter but is not aware of which news service employs hinm.
He described BARSUKOV as a personable individual who has
an excellent command of English although he speaks with an
accent, He expressed the opinion that BARSUKOV is shy by
nature

. CﬁUNNION séid he is not acquainted with any otherCfS;)‘

press representatives from Soviet bloc countries to the

best of his knowledge. He said he believed he had once met

a Yugoslav newspaperman and he also recalled that a Polis!
journalist was present at Cape Canaveral while he,CFUNNIQN, C\gj
was there in connection with coverage of a rocket launching.

He remarked that this Pole was the first representative of

a .so-called Iron Curtain country to be present on such an
occasion.Cg)

CFUNNIOE)recalled that while working as a newspaperiliﬁg
man in(London, England, he was acquainted with a correspondeat
of Tass (official Sov1et news agency) who appeared tog, be
endeavoring Lo(§u1c1vate RUNNION)on a social basis, C}UWNIOE]EESJ
indicated there was no doubt in his mind that this Tass man
was endeavoring to utilize(BUNNIQ%}as a source.

It is noted that in discussing BARSUKOV,@UNNIQ@CSD
laughingly remarked that if the U, S. Government were to

make a case against BARSUKOV and have him expelled from the

U. 8., such action would no doubt result in the expulsion

of an American reporter from Moscow. In this connection,
reference was made to recent expulsion of American diplomats

lrpm the Sov:ei Union, apparently on a retallatory hasis, §Q}

In this connection, it appears probable that ;
RUNVIO has in mind the interest ofEﬁPI v1ch regard to(ﬁs:)
pOSSlb e expulsion of some one of its representatives from
the USSR, This probability will be borne in mind in the
event oif rurther 1nterv1eWo with(RUNNION.

w Also in the course of -conwkgysation, he remarked

that a JPI)neWUpaperwoman named ALIN%&;QSBY\&L one time was.
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stationed in Moscow., He said. that on one occasion while
stationed there, Miss MOSBY was found unconscious and

partially disrobed in a gutter. He said she was jailed over- -
night at thai. time d the incident was mentioned in

"Izvestia”. RUNNIOEEsald it was his understanding that[ﬁgél
upon her release the ‘following day Miss MOSBY was examined

at the American. Embassy and it was determined that she had

been drugged. He said she h been_¢charged with drunkenness '
although she did not drink. ‘éUNNION said that this episode (5%
was considered an attempt by the Russians to place UPI at

a disadvantage, so that in the event UPI should in 'the

future incur the displeasure of the Soviet Government, they
could concoct a similar .incident and have Miss MOSBY eypelled
from the USSR with resultant publicity. He said that to

avoid such an eventuality, UPI transferred Miss MOSBY to

another post, thus terminating her career in Moscow. -

RUNNIOﬁ}also related an alleged incident concérn—(:zik’3

ing an unidentified British newsman who, it was stated,
returned to his apartment in Moscow one night where upon

as he walked in the door the lights were switched on and a
nude man was Seen lying on the bed. At this point flash '
bulbs went off and Russian agents present in the room °
addressed the British reporter by name with the obvious in- +
tent of blackmail,

C?UNNIG@) in his:conversation, made it clear that <$§:§
he understands that the Russian journalists are official
representatives of the Soviet Government and- that as indicated
above, he is under no illusions concerning possible methods

/BCif operation engaged in by the Russians. It is noted ?git
R

3

UNNION|possesses a considerable degree of intelligence¥and &

as indicated a favorable disposition toward the FBI. ring
the interview he volunteered that although he has little
information concerning BARSUKOV, he could, with complete
discretion, obtain some information concerning BARSUKOV's
working activitieiiggom mutual acquaintances in the

S
N

journalistic field Definite instructions were not given to
RUNNIO@)in this conrfection but it is contemplated that on
the occasion of further contact with him, efforts will be
made to develop his assistance along these lines,

It is noted that results of background investigation
concerning RUNNIO@H&V@ been set forth in re WFO. letter Z\gl
including resSults of c¢redit and criminal record checks at

_3
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Washington, D. C.; cﬁeck of files of the Passport Office,
Department of State; the Security Office, Department of -
State; and CIA,

The FBI Identification Division advised on 10/16/62
that on the basis of information furpished, it was unable_to
locate a record of(%ORMAN RAY RUNNIO%jin its c¢riminal or[}ﬁ;l
civil files.. ' '

/

acquaintance of SA JACOBSON_wyith the(RUNNION )Jfamily as a
result of(occupying adjacenflapartments for a considerable
number of months, there is no indication gof domegtic _
difficulty or instability on the part of RUNNIQ%iand his Wife.(ﬁﬁg

it is further noted that on_the bagis of friend1§ 3-

\ In view of the above, it is contemplated thaté#gf&
(%UNNIO@)Will be recontacted at which time there will be
discussSed with himtfhe possibility of his cultivating a C,cyj
more substantial acquaintance with BARSUKOV on the basis of
their frequent presence in the NPC and. their common interest

in the profession of journalis@%ﬁglt is further contemplated
that at the same time consjideratigon will be given to th .
possibility of developing,RUNNIO§§as a possible sourceé%fgl =
for use against other subjects who frequent the NPC as set 3
forth in reWFOlet.
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