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Support Branch/0SS (JGross)
Chief, Miami Field Office

CIA Operative in El Salvador

1. Joe Merola contacted the Miami Office omn 21 Dzceamber 1973 to
explain that he recently had spoken with a friend of his in Ssn Salvedor,
El Salvador. The friend, who allegedly vorks for the El Salvadoren
Secret Service, told Merole that vhen he (Merola) cozes to/El Salvasor
not to go to the US Embassy to see & man nzwed Vermillion! The friend
told Merola that Vermillion is the Comzercield Attachz at the enbassy
and is under surveillence because he is suspected of being the CIA wman
in San Salvedor. Mezrole told his friend that he did not hnou & ran
nexad Vermillion, nor would he ever have cause to see such & man. The
friend then told lMerola that he was only telling him for his own good,
end that if he (Merola) were to see this Vermillion that Merola wouwld
becone & suspected CIA agent as well.

2. HMerola said thet he wves passing this information to us in case
ve did indeed heve & wen in San Salvador by the pez=z of Vemmillion.
Mexrole hes been a contact of the Miemi Field Office for soxz ten years,
and duwring thet period he has passed to this office soze very reliable
information.
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