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6fflce of Legislative
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UNITLD SI‘\TES DEPART\IE\'T OF JUSTICE

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION t 0L % 1} c‘ﬂaj‘

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

Januaty 8, 1979

HOUSE ‘SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA).

; This responds in full to a December 18,

1978, letter to the Attornev General signed by G. Robert
Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, which asked
that the FBI declassify, in toto, a Secret, September 14,
1978, response made to 16 interrogatories pertaining te
Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko which were propounded by the
Committee in its letter of September 5, 1978.

: Declassification of the September 14, 1978,
s - response required coordination with the Office of Legis-
- A - lative Counsel, CIA, which interposed no objection to
decla551fy1ng certaln portlons of that response.

The Commlttee s attention is invited to the
fact that CIA did suggest, with regard to the response
to interrogatory number ®"8", that the FBI "... may wish
to correct the dates on which the FBI did not have direct
- access to-Mr. Nosenko, to read 3 Aorll 1964 untll 8 December

1%68."

-For the convenience of the Commlttee, the
follow1ng declassified, verbatim reiteration of the
September 14, 1978, response is provided.

T,
ol o

P
@S

AN

\_n Cay,
)
F"’N) R

% | Fou/o:

NW 65924° Bocld:32370072 Page 3 - S o o



Eous®e belect Committee on Ascaus~ natloqs
U. S. House of Repres e_n‘_at*ves (I;_S\.A) S

3
[ 3

- J.hlS responds in full to the followmg enumen.ted
interrogatories submitted for considération in a letter, ‘
dated Scptember 5, 1978, to the Attorney Gemeral snd. S*gned“
by G. Rouer Blakey, C}ue Counsel and Dn‘ector, 'HSCA.

P ' 1. On what dates and for h0°" long: was Nosenko -
: - | questioned by the FBI about Lee’ Harvey Osv. ld— .
: ‘ from 1064 to p"esent‘?" ‘ DR

The files of the FBI. 1ndlcatc that Yurl Ivanovxch
‘Nosenko was interviewed regardlng Oswald and/orv the assassi-
nation of President John F. Xeanedy on February 26 and 27,
1964, and on March 3,-4 and 6 1964. The FBI files do not
record the specific duration in whole or in part as to
topical discusslons, of those five interviews; however,
stmmary communications indicate the February 27, 1964 inter-
‘view was conducted on the afternoon of that da te and the
March 4, 1964 discussion of Oswald occurred at the outset
of an af ernoon 1ntcrv1ew on that. 6ato. ' :

%2. When Nosenko was questwnedvby,thajFBI about -
Lee Harvey Oswald, who did the questioning?"

The FBI interviews of Nosenko, during wnich he was
questioned about Oswald and/or. the assassination of President
Kennedy, were conducted by Special Agents {SAs) Aleks
Poptanlch, Maurice A. Taylor and Donald B. ¥Walter on
February 26 and 27, 1Y64; by SAs Poptanlch and W. Maxrvin
Gheesling on March 3 and 4, 1954; and by SAs Poptanich,

”raylo* and Walter on March 6, "1964.
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Touse Select Committee on Assassibations
U. 5. House of Representatives (HSCA)

,' ’ - -

. "3. ‘What background, if any, did the interro-
; gator have in interrogations? What knowledge
- did the interregator have vith respeet to Oswald's -

‘backgrouad?®

-+ - .. There are no retrievable FBI statistics upon which
to base a quantification of the interrogatoyy experiences of
the SA personnel who interviewed Nosenko on the five pertiment
occasions. Suffice it to say, the techniques of cooperative .
-and hostile interrogations are integral .aspects of the training
and -almost: daily duties of SA personnel. In that regard, it
..+, 1s noted that during the February and March, 1964 interviews
. :SA-Poptanich had almost 13 years of SA experience; SA Taylor
- had over 31 years of SA experience; SA Walter had completed
‘almost 17 years of SA experience; and SA Gheesling had over
13 years of SA experience. Further, their respective personnel
files disclose the following: E

&
hy

‘ SA Poptanich was then fluent in the Russian language
: : (Nosenko's native tongue). The Annual Report of Performance
s ~ Reting, dated March 31, 1962, noted that SA Poptanich, during
the previous twelve months, had participated in the interro-
- ' gation of a Soviet defector and his kKnowledge ¢f the Russian
T language and mores of the Russian people proved most helpful
relative thereto. - : L : ,

s SA Taylor, on September il, 1962, received an incen-
_tive award in recognition of the superior fashion his responsi-
bilities were discharged over an extended period of time. The
B Special Agent in Charge (SAC) of the Washington Field Office,
s - in submitting a recommendation for the incentive award,
B commented that SA Taylor had demonstrated exceptiomal ability
in the interrogation and debriefing of three Soviet defectors,
~all of whom were intelligence officers. SA Taylor's Perfor-
mance Rating for the period April 1, 1963--March 31, 1964,
noted he was recognized as the finest interrogator on the
Soviet espionage squad in tfe Washington Field Office, which
accounted for his asSignments to interview Soviet defectors.

*
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house Select Comm

mittee on Assassinations
U. S. House of Repres

sentatives (HSCA) C .

, .~ SA Halter was the remplenu of a personal -lctt":;-of
co:nmendatlon, dated October 3 1963, from tI D'rec, ' S

co*npllcated fast nonng, ‘«nd fighly pubhc’ ze‘J esp g
~ Previously {on November 7, 1954), he had reccived @ ‘Meritorius
salary increasc for his- ou;standlno work on another eaplonaﬂe
case, successful 1nte1rogat10*x bamg the key aspe\_t oi' tnat

i nvestlaatlon.

: SA Gheesllng, at tbe tlme of tne pertlnent Nosenko
+ - . interviews, served as a Supetv150r at FBI Headquarters and
gt had considerable experience in espionage, intelligence and
‘ counterintelligence investigations. SA ‘Gheesling sepervised
the field investigation of Oswald {from the laptnr s return to
~ the United States on June 13, 1962 until September, 1962, and
. £from November 22, 1963 througnkmld -1564). He was assign ed
exclusively to supervisory respoasibilities relative to the
assassination of Pre31dent Kennedy.

' While the specific Lpowledﬂe of Oswald's bacl g*ound
possessed by thess SAs at the time of the Nosenko intervievws,
. ‘ can be answered only by the SAs tncmsc1V°s, SA Gheesling's
B prior assignment to superv151on of the Oswald 1nvcst1gat~o
‘ would tend to indicate that he, at least, was quite Knokledge-'
able of data contained in FBX f11es concerning ‘Oswa ld : :

¥4, On the cates t‘nat Nosenl\o was questioned about
Osviald, does there now exist or ¢id there ever exists
a. a tape of the qavstm'xs esked and NOS"I..:O’S
answers; : .
b. & trenscript of the questions askeqd ﬂnd ' .
Nosenko's answers; : ’
c. asummary of the questlons esked end.
Nesenko's ensyerss”

As noted in FBI memocandum dated June 19 19783,-
captioned as above, and which was prepared in response to HSCA
,10tter, dated June 13, 1978, to the Attorney Geueral, FBI
records scarches have not located any extant tape recordings

-
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or ve*batvn tfanscrlpts of FBI interviews with Nosen L0 t}“-
concerned Oswald and/or the assassination of President Kenuedy.
A_document has' béen located which indicates that FBI persommcl

did-record thé Februaty 26 and 27, 1964, interviews of Noscnko,

among others. Since no :.eCOI(:.an'S or tr nscr"pts have been
1ocaa.cd it can be assumed that the recors au*gs were used by
the 1m.er\rlewng SAs to check the accuracy of their notes

"prior to dictating tie results of the interviews. It is
‘further assumed that, upon verifying the accuracy of suvmmary
reportings of the interviews, the recordings were disposed of

since they had served the purpose for which they were made,
although no record of suckh. disposition can be found. Sunnary

_Jreportlngs of the five- pertinent interviews are extant -and
were. dcllvered to the HSCA on Im.rch 21, 1973 :

"5 t hat crxtma if any, was used to octermme.
a. what subjacts to question Nosenko about; . .
b. Tiow much txme to devote to eacn sub;ee“"_‘
FBI files do not copta1n a specific cnumeration of
criteria used to determine the particular subjects Noseako
was to be questloned about nor the amount of time to be 6-t,votc=d

to cach subject in the quest;o ing.

-

“g, .What s.“mflcalrxcn — with ;u,pect to poas.:ﬂe
forezgn mvolvenem in the gssassination a3
- &s to theissue of Ncsenko's bonafides (sxc,——o'd
- - the FBL attach Guring the yeers 12641568 to Nosenko's | o
T <tatem°ms about Gswald?® : .

The FBI, durlng ‘the years 190«‘1 1968, comsidered

.Nose-xho s statements about Oswald tc be very 51gnxf1cant elements

of his initial reportings, the ve1a<:1ty of which had to be
assessed in relation to the totali ty of information furnished

by him. The FBI perceived Noqenko s statenments about Oswald,

depeucnna upon a subsequent, definitive resolution of Noscnko's
bona 'id"s, to be the r‘os’c au;‘o’iuadve information available
indicative ¢f a lack of Soviet govermmental involvement im the
assassination of Prcsxaent Kennedy.
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Jlouse Select Comnitte= on Assassinations
U. S. House of ReDLes“Pt tives ( o

*7. What significanee — with respect to possible -
foreign involvement in the essassination as wellas - R
to the fssue of Nosenko's bonafides (sicj—does - ... -
the FBI attach today to I\{OSJIL-\O'S statements about .

- Oswald?" ' A

KA .

The FBI does not percelve any signi ftca—x*‘ ev,.cie.xce of
for eign involvement in the assassination of President Kennedy,
nor does the FBI perceive any credible evidence that Nosenko's
defection was a Soviet ploy to mask Soviet govermmental. -
involvement in the assassination. "horeLorv, the FBI is
satisfied that Nosen ko 1eport(.d the facts about OSnald as he
knew ..hem. - SR

ng. If the answer to quea’uon 6 is cifferent from
" the response to question 7, when Gid the change
occur and why?" _ . _ —

' The FBI had no direct access to Nosenko from
- April 3, 1964 until April 3, 1969, and taerefore was not in
‘a position to make an objective assessment 6f his bona fides
nor of the veracity of information furnished by him. Thus,
- information provided by him, in early 1964, was accepted at
S face value and qualified in texms of the source and the '
conditions under which it was received. . On October 1, 1988,
the FBI advised the Central In telllgedce Agency {CIA) that,
based upon a review of material provided by CIA, the FBI
. found no substantial basis to conclude that Noseﬂko was not
a bona fide defector; however, the FBI did not reach any
overall, definitive conclusions regarding his bona fides
because of a lack of access to Nosenko and all collateral
-information pertinent to such an assessment. Effective
May 11, 1977, the CIA and FBI concurred that Nosenko was a
bona fide defector, based upon an assessment of the :
totality of information furnished by hinm.

¥9. What was the FBI's posxt;on ; rom 1864 to -
1368 cn the question of whether Nosenxo is
bonafide (sic}?"
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a

—_— BI, f.rom 1904 to 1 u8 c‘va ‘acter 1"ed Nose*x’\o
e o qj: a Sov ‘et def ctor 1—nose bo*m fldes h“(l no* bcen es;abl shed.
”‘{‘\ . - e _, ) . .
"10. What is ta\, FBI's pOSitIO'l touay onthe |
qu txon of whe hax Iwocnko is bonef:d° (sx

The FBI curre*xtly cha:acter1 zes Ieoseﬂl\o as.a former
Sov1ct Comm1ttee for State S\,Chrltj (KGB) officér who has
furnished reliable information in the past, and cons*d ers
'Noscnho to be tona flde Somet defector.

. M, If the answer to questzo". 9 is different from
the. rwpon.:e to qv_.xestxon 10 ‘whea did the cnwge
, _‘foccur and v':.g"“ R -

'T}'e answe; to questm“l 8 is consztde) ed responsxve
to questlon 11. '

2. What v7as the PBI's po»;tion from1364 tc -
1968 on whether Nosenko ivas telling the truthin
the'statements he made to the FBI about Oswalg?™

~ The FBI did not take z position, from 1964 to 1968,
on whether Nosenko was telling the truth in the statements
he made to the FBI-about Oswald. The statements were accepted
at face value ‘and qualified in terms of the source '—md the:
. conditions under which’ they were ecexved.

o Wy, What is the FBI's posrtlon. toaay &as to
L : ' whether Nosenko wias telling the truth in the
S L statements he made to the RBI about Gswaldf"

xhe FBI is satisfied that Nosenko t't‘ut‘lfully
rcported the facts about Oswald as he knew them. .

Y34, If the answer to question 12 is cifferent

- from the response to question 13; when @&d the
change oceur and why?"
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As 1nd1cated in the responscs to questvonsw7 and 8 s
he FBI, as of October 1, 1968, a &
'conclude Nosenko was not a bona flde cefector"as ofihay 11,
1977, accepLeJ a "IA asscssment that Noserko was-a bona-fide

defector; and has not perceived any significant ov=dencv,
from 1964 to date, that Noseako reported Oobcr thaa tbc ;acLs-'~
" about Oswald as he xnew thenm. o _ 4 .

s

"15. Did ezthw‘ the ¥BI or the CIA have: pr:mery ot
- responsibility for investigating Nosenko's state= . ‘ :
‘ments about Oswald? If neither had primery -
responsibility, was there az‘y c.mslon of L o
responsnbm‘y"“ . L N S

The FBI had pr1mary respcns1b111ty for 1nvest103t1ng
Nosenko s statements about Oswald that pertained to his _
(Oswald's) activities in the United States, 1nc1ud1ng the
-assassination of President Kennedy. The CIA had primary

‘ responsibility for investigating Nosenko's statements about

> Oswald's activities‘abroad., ' ' '

"16 What communieation, if any, existed betwe°n
the FBI and CIA with respect to evaluat.ng andfor
- Investigating Nosenko's sta tements qbout Oswald‘?“

' " The EBI forwarded a lette-, dated March.6, 1964,
fron the Director, FBI, to the Dix ector, CIA, encloolng ,
memoranda dated February 28, 1964,-and March 4, 1964, cap-
tioned "Lee Harvey Oswald," which summarized the resultq of
FBI interviews of H05°1ko regarding Oswald on February 26
= and 27, 1964, and March 3 and 4, 1964. The results of a CIA
e _ interview of Noseqko on Januar) 23, 1964, regarding Oswald
' wvere furnished to the FBI in a letter from the CIA dated
April 28, 1964. These particular prec“s of . correspondenc
while 1ot setting forth any specific requests or 1HV€otlg1~
tive leads, were furnished for purposcs of evaluation. :
: Where information is mnot pLov1dcd it is either
not retrievable from FBI Headquarters files or is not being
furnished pursuant to the Mcmoranaua of Under: taualng.

e
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