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UNITED STATES DEPART~lENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU 01:' INVESTICATION 

WASHINCTON. D.C. 20535 

Januai:¥ 8, ~979 

'. 

HOUSE 'SELECT CO~t.\1ITTEEON ASSASSINATIONS 
u. S. HOUSE OF REPRESE..1'VTATIVES (HSCAl· 

".' -' 
This responds in full to a December 18, 

1978, letter to the Attorney General signed by G. Robert· 
Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, which asked 
that the'FBI declassify, in toto, a Secret, Septernber.l4, 
1978, response made to ·16 interrogatories pertaining.t0 
Yuri. Ivanovich Nosen]::o \'lhich \-lere propounded by the 
Committee in its letter of September 5, 1978. 

Declassification of the September 14, 1978, 
response ·required coordination with the Office of Legis­
lative Counsel, CIA, which interposed no objection to . 
declassifying certain portions .of that response. 

The Committee's attention is invited ,to the 
fact that CIA did suggest, with regard to the response 
to' interrogatory number "S", that the FBI " ••• may ,dsh 
to correct the dates on which the FBI did not have direct 
access toNr. Nosenko, to r·ead3 A!?ril 1964 unti.l. 8 December 
1968. 11 

For the convenience of the Committee, the 
following declassified, verbatim reiteration of the 
September 14, 1978, response is provided. 
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rrous~ Select Co~~ittee on Assassinations 
. f·· 

U. S. House of Reoresentatives (liSCt) . . ~ 

, .. 
. .. 

This responds in full to th.e~oliOlo]ing ~numel':ated 
interrogatories submitted for consideration in a letter, 
d.ated September 5~ 1978, to the Attorney General.s.nd.signcu 
by· G. Robert D1akey, Chic.£ Counsel and Director, HSCA.· . 

fIJ.. On what c~tes and fOl'ho~Aj long:'\VaS liosen.~o 
questioned by the FBI abo~t tce:Harvey Osv;ald-:-. 
from 1964 to present?u .' . . . . . . "' .. - . 

TIle files of the FBI indica.te t.hat Yuri Ivanovich 
Noscnko vms interviel .... ed regarding Oswald and/oi.· the assassi~ 
nation of President JolL'1 F. Kellnedy on February 26 a.nd 27,-
1964, and on March 3,· 4 and 6, 1964. The FBI files do not 
record the specific duratfon in ~~hole or in part as to 
topical discussions, of those five interviei'lS; h0l1evcr, 
summary communications indicate the February 27, 1964 inter­
vie\,l \~as conducted on the aftcl'noon of that . date and the 
March 4, 1964 discussion of Os~>"ald occurred at tho outset 
of an afternoon intcrviel .... on that (l,ate. . 

. . 

1:2. When Nosenko was questioliedbytheFBI about· 
Lee Harvey OS\-lrud. who did the questioning?t1 

"fheFEI interviel"ls of Nosenko, during \'i~dch he 't-!aS 
questioned about OSl-w.ld and/or. the assassination of President 
Kennedy, Here conducted by SpeCial Agents· (BAs) Alel~so . 
Poptanich, Naurice A. Taylor and Donald E. Walter on 
February 26 and 27, 1964; by SAs Poptanichalld 1'1. Maxvin 

. Gheesl ing on March 3 and 4) 1964; and by SAs Poptanich, 
. 'fayloy and rIa.lter on Narch 6

7
.1964. . 

2 
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'House Solec~ Ccmmittce on Assassinations 
u. S;. House of Representativc3 (liSeA-) 

':' .. 

_ . n3~ .What background, if tmy, <lid the iriterro­
-;gator Jiave ininterrQgatior,s? Whatkriowledge 
. _ did. the int~i'l'cgator ha.vev!ithreSpect to·Oswsld's 

background?«· 

There are no retrievable FBI statistics upon ";i!ich 
to base_a qUantification of the interrogatofyexperi.ences.of 
the SA personnel t<{ho intervi el-led llosenko on the five pertinent 
occasions.· Suffice it. to say, the techniques of cooperative - . 

. aJl.d hostile: interroga-tions are inte·gral·. aspects of tIle training 
and-almost- daily duties of SA persoiLl1el.· In tllat regard) it 

. is; noted that d~ringtl1e February and March, 1964 intervietis 
SA ,-Popt-an!chhad almost 13 years of SAe).-peri~nce; SA Taylo!" 
hadovei31 years of SA cx-perience; SA 11al ter had completed 
almost 17 years of SA e>""'Perience; and SA Gheesling had over 
13 years of SA experience~ Further, their respective personnel 
files disclose the following: 

SA Poptanich wa~ then fluent in the Russian language 
(Nosenko's native tongue). The Annual Report of Performance 

-Rating~ dated Nardl 31, 1962) noted that SA Poptanich, during 
the previous tl'1el ve months, had participated ill the interro­
gation of a Soviet defector and his knouledge ef the Russian 
language and mores· of 'the Russian people proved most helpful 
relative thereto. 

.SA Taylor, on September 11, 1962, received an incen';' 
.. tive al'lard in recogni tion of. the superior fashion his responsi .. 
bilities '-Jere discharged over an extended period of time. The 
Special Agent in Chal'ge (SAG) of the Washington Field Office, 

-in submitting a recommendation for the incenti vo Rt1ard, 
commented that SA Taylor· had demonstrated exceptional_ abili ty 
in_ the- interrogation and debriefing of three Soviet defectors t 

all of- l-1ho:n were intelligence officers. SA Taylor (s Perfor­
mance Rating for the ,period April 1, 1963--!·farch 31, 1964 t 

noted 1)e l..-as recognized as the finest interrogator on the 
Soviet espionage squad in tho Washington Field Office, "\1hich 
accounted. £ o i.- his assignments to inte-,::·vie1.'i Soviet def ectors . 

...,.;," -'-

.. ---- .. 
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House Select co~cittee on Assassinations 
U~ S. House of Representatives (F~CA) 

, . 

_ ~'_ ' . SA Halter l'las the recipient o£a 'pel:'siIlal,l~~,~,~h"}?~~, ' 
commendatl.on, dated October 3, 1963~ fr~lil,'the D!..rect~,r~;,;-;~pl:n~: 
for his superior work in the 'handling ofa very ~ellsj/t'fve, , " , 
complicated, fast-moving, &nd highly publicize9- eSp',ii.<>iiri:g¢';~¢~s~~ 
Previously (on November 7, '19S ll)" he had recci vedC1':m\ex:i,t'of~us 
salary increase for his 'outstanding work 'on anotfi<?r,e.,spiol;lage 
case, succes,sful interrogation being tlle key aspect of "that 
investigation.,,',· 

SA Gheesling,. at~ the time of tnepertinentNosenko 
interviews, served as a Supervisor at FBI Headquarters and ' 
bad considerable experience in espionage, intelligencennd 
counterintelligence investigaticms. SA Ghceslil1g supervised, 
the field investigation of Oswald {from the latter's return to 
theUni ted States on June 13, 1962 until September ,19G2~ and 

, from November 22, 1963 through 'mid-1964}. He 'Has assigned 
exclusively to supervisory responsibilities relative to tho 
assassination of Pres~dent Kennedy. 

l'fnile the ~pecific l:nowledge of Os~mldt s bac1<g!"ound,' , 
possessed by these SAs at the time of the Nosenko intervie\iS, 
can be ans!1ered only by the SAs themselves, SA Gheeslillg's 
,prior assignment, to supervision of the Oswald investigation. 
would tend to indicate that he, at least, \'las quite ,kIiowledge­
apleof data contained in FBI files concerning OSliald. 

"4. On the Gates that Nosenko was questioned &bout 
Oswald. does there now e:cist or <1id Ulere ever e.'{isb 

ll. a tape of the questions asked fu:d Nos:mko's 
ilns\Qers; , 

b. a. transcript of the questions asked and 
Nosenko's answers; . 

c. a summary of the questions asked and. 
Ncsen.lco's enswers?t1 , 

As noted in FBI memonmdum-'c.ated June 19, 1973 7 , , 

captioned as above~ and which \ms prepared in response to HSCA 
,letter, dated Jtme 13,. 1973 ~ to the Attorney General, FBI 
reco1.-ds searches have not located any extant tape :recordings 

- 4 -
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'!1ouse Selc:!ct (~o~""!1.ittee on AS5~5Si;1~tions 
U. S. !lO!.lSe of Repr:eraeAltatives (H:?CA) 

" 

orverbatiti ,'transcripts of FBI intervieHs ~d th Nos~n1(O th~lt 
concerned OS!1ald and/or tile assassination of Prest.dent KC!1!!cdy. 
J\._docUill¢nt:'l!as':h.e~n locatedwll!.ch indicates that -FBI pexson:ilcl 
d~" record tlle Februa"y 26 ,and 27 , 19(jl~, intervie¥f"s'oi Noscnko> 
aInong others. Since no recordings or tr:lnscr-ipts have: been 
located,i tcari be a.ssumed that the rcco;-dings !~eTe used by 
tllcinterviewing SAs to check the acc!1racyof their notes 

. prior to dictating 'the results of the intervie1'1s. It is 
further, assumed that > upon verifying the accuracy of s'Ul~mary 
reportingsof the intervie't';s, the recordings 't~er'e disposed of 
since they had served the purpose for ,-[hich they uere made, 
although no record of sllch.dispositioncan be found. Summary 
reportingsof th~ fivepertinc!lt intervic\is are extant, and 
l{eredcliy~red:to:theHSCA' on Murch 21, .1973. 

. "'.' . 

r.5~.lVhatcritetia •. if any;,~3S used to aetermi."le: 
a.what sUbjects to question Nosenko about; 
b.how much time to devote to eac.'it subjecnn 

FBI files do not contain'a specific enumeration of 
cri teria used to determine the part iculal" subjects Nosen1~o 
l'laS ,to be questioned about nor the amount of time to b0 devoted 
to each subject in the questioning. 

uS. "Wh:lt significance -with respect to pos?IDle 
foreign involvement in the ~sinatkm ilS -:;ell 
as 1;0 t.;'ei~:ue of,Ncsen.!(o's bonafides (sic)--Gid 
th~ F~Iatta~h <iuringthe Jears19o"1-1968 to Nosen.l(o's 
statements about Oswilld"?11 ' 

The FBI; duiing·the years 1964~196a~ considered 
, Nosenko t s statements about Os\-rald to be very significant elemcnts 
of his iili tial reportings:1 the veraci ty, of "Ihich had to be 
assessed in relation to the total i ty of inforaation furnished 
by him. The FBI perceived Nosenko 1 s statements about OS~i3.1d) 
depending upon a subsequent, d0finitive rcsolut!.on of Noscnkols 
bona fides) to be the most authoritative information available 
indicati vc of a lack of SO'l:l et govcr;:'Tflental involvement in the 
assassination of President Kennedy. 
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House Select Cowj';d tte~ on uss2:ssinations 
, u. ,S. Bouse of llepresentatives {HSCA} 

,,' , .. ' 

f' . 

I:'l. What significance'- with r~-pect to possible­
fOl·cign.involvement i...'1 the~in(itlon asWe1l e,s .. 
to the issue cf Nosenko's bo:mfides(zic}~oeS." . 
the FBI attach tC'day to Nosen.!{o's statement; about 
Os i'lrud? " 

:~ . 

The FBI 'does not perceive any signifi:<::ant cyidence ,0£ 
foreign involvement in the assassination. of President'Kennedy~ 
nor does the FIJI perceive any credi hIe evidence.tJlat l-losenKo t s 
defection l'1as a Soviet ploy to mask Soviet governmental, 
invol vement in the assassination. ,Thet-efore, the FBI is 
satisf .ted that Nosenl,o rep'orted the facts' about OS\iald as ,he 
knel'1 them. , ' ' ' 

"8. If the answer to qu~tion G is Cifferet'1t from 
. the response to question 7 • when (iid the cluiJ."1ge 

occur nnd why?" ' 

The FBI had no direct access to Nosenko from 
April 3, 1964 until April 3) 1969, anti therefore "iotas not in 
a position to make an objective assessment of his bona, fides 
nor of the veracity of' information furnished by him. Thus, 
information provided by him, in early 1964, lias, accepted at 
face value and qualified in terms of the source and the ' 
conditions under \.;hich it ,>'as recci vea. . On October, 1 ~196g, 
the FBI advi sed the Central Intelligence Agency {CIA) ,that, 
based upon a review of materi,al provided by CIA, t]~eFBI 

,found no substantial ba'sis to conclude that Nosenko was not 
abon.u fide defector; Ilm.;ever, the FBI did not reach any 
overall, definitive conclusions 'regarding his bona fides 
because of a lack of access to Nosenko and all collater~l 

. information pertinent. to such an assessment. E£f.cc.t'i ve ' 
May 11, 1977, the CIA and l~BI concurred that. Nosenko lias a 
bona fide defector, based upon an assessmeiltofthe 
totali ty of information .furnished by him. 

NW 65924 ~[;ltl::31~JTOll>n PageS 

1::9. What was the FBI's position from 1~64 to 
1968 on the question of whethei.' Nosenzo is 
bonafide (sic)?tt 
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House Sel€:ct.co~-nitte~ on Assassinations 
U+·· S ••. House:<6f:, :~~p!=esel1tati v,es (HSCA) 

.',. :. '. ':-' .' ,'. '. : .',; - ~ ... ,..:." .' . '.. ..'. " . 
ro" ,. 

",.:,;",.;:;,T.~~)~~I:".,j;rom 1964 to 19(8) chal~acterrzed Nosen~o 
~s_ci.Sov:re:t.:.:de£:e,ctor ,-those ;·bona·,:fides had not been established • 
..... '." ... ' .':;~ .... ;/.-;. '."::':'<.}"" :... \. :- ' .. ' 

ll],o. ,l11uit is tlleFBrs poSition t?Cayon Ltle . 
. qties.tlori of wbether Jios~11!56i?bonefide (sic)?n, 

The 'FBI currently characterizes liosenko as, ,a fJ>rmcr 
Sovi etContJ!li ttee for State Security (KGB) of£ic~r \01h6 has 
furni shed'reliableinformatiQu inthepa.st~an(l considers 

. No~cnl,o to?ea borra fide Soviet defector. 

:".,' 
. ". 

rrn.~ If·Ule :uiSwer toquestlon !) is difierent from . 
. ',~e,rcspor~¢ to:question lO,:v;11ell did the clumge . 
'~Oecurand\why?n " . .•.. . -.'. .' , 

,'. ·:'1_: _ ,> ':~, .::" " .' - . 
, . 

The answer to question 8 is considered responsive 
to question 11. 

ftJ.2. What was the FBlts position from 1964 to 
1968 on whether Ncsenko was telli11g the truth in 
thestat€Jtlents he ma.de to tl"1e FBI about Oswald?" 

.' .. ' -The FBI <.lid not ta1-:c a positIon', from 1964 to 1968, 
on '\-;hetber Nosenko \.;as' telling the truth in the st~teUlents 
he lllade to the FBI· about Os'wald. The statements\~ere accepted 
at face value 'and qualified in terms of the source and the 
conditi onsun.derlihi ch:tncy ,-rere 'received., 

1lJ.3. What is t~e FBlls position today t'>S to 
whether Nosenko \'iUS telling the tmth in the 
statements he made to the FBI abOutOs.~vcld?n 

, '-
The FBI is satisfied that Nosenko tTuthfully 

r'ep'orted the ~a.cts· about Oswaldas he 1m e\1! , them. 
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''14. If H1C answe!" to question 12 is different 
fJ:'om the response to question 13,' when <lid the 
change ocelli" ilr:d why?" 
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. Honse Select COrillaittee on A5sas~i:'mtion~ . 
. U. S. House of Representatives (HSC-l\) 

i 

. . . ~ ". '. '.' . 

As indicated in the responses toque,~-iiC:ms ,7-: aIidS'~ 
. the FBI~ as of October 1, 1968~ found no stibstanti'rii.',bas·is{-to 

; 'conclude Nosenko ~ias not a bona fide ae'fector·isf,o£'liay: .. ti'·· 
1977, accepted. a CIA assessment that !-losen.'ko· itas ,abolla:.fid~ 
defector; and has not 'perceived any signifl.cant ~vic1en~'~/' . 
fror.i196tl to date, that Nosenko reported o·tllerthan,.thc facts' 

. about Oswald as he knew them. 

''15. Did either the FBI or the CIA have primary 
responsibility for i'lvestigat1,g Ncsenko's state­

. mentsabout Oswald? If neither hadprirn:!ry .' 
responsibility. wssthere Elny division of 
responsibility?" 

" 

. The FBI had primary responsibility ~or investig3.ting 
Nosenko's statements about OS\iald that pertained t.o his 
(Oswald t s) activities in the United States, including the 
as sassination of Pres ident. K~nnedy. i'he CIA. hadprhllary 
responsibility for investigating Nosenl~o's sta.tements about 
Ostfn.ld· 5 acti vi ties abroad., 

"16. What communication. if any. existedbetwe~n 
the FBI and CIA with respect to evcluating e.nd/or . 
investiga.tIngNos~nko's statet-nents ::lboutOswcld'?" 

. ' . 

. The FBI fon~arded.a letter, dated March_.6~ 1964, 
from. the Director ,FBI, to the Director, CIA, encl-osing 
memoranda dated February 28, 1964,· and March 4, 1961~, cap­
tioned ULee Hal'Vcy Oswald, II l'lhich summarized tIre resul ts of 
FBI interviews of Nosenko regal"ding OSl;;ald on February 26 
and 27, 1964, and March 3 and 4~ 1964. The rcsult_s of a CIA 
interviel'l of Nosenko on January 23, 1964, regardlng Oswald 
Here furnished to the FBI ill a letter from the CIA dated 
April 28, 1964. These particular pieces of. correspondence, 
llhile not setting forth any specific requests or investiga.­
ti ve leads, Here furnished for purposes of evaluation. 

Where information is not provided, it is either 
not retrievable from FBI Headquarters files oris not being 
furnished pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding • 

. . 
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