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CURRENT F"SUUTS GF CAS PROG&AM’TO’SAM?LE ?EABAﬂT ATTIE“DE&
‘ AHD QPIHIGNS :
The follewing is a summatian cf -the results of the firat
 five months of a program designed to sample peasant attxtudes
and. opinzens in Seuth Vietnam"

The Government of vietnam (GVH) The: peasants attitude

;,towards the GVN varxes considerably from.villa e to village,
' depending on the amaunt*af control,ezercised by ﬁhe governp

',ment anﬂ/er the Viet Cong. Even in<those areas under cowglete

'GVH domin=’1035 however, there is feeling that the GVE 1acks
‘4 loyal; bonest cadre capable of helping and.leading tne-"

‘];people at fhiflocalxlevel The'GVH has failed t@ eliminate :

?corrupt elewjnts n;the,middlewan& 1ewer echelons of the

7Governmentiﬁaespi eftne fact ‘that there is still indication ;

?ef respect fer Presiéent Diem s motives and hanesty.

St 1 ngic Ramlets Certain resentment has arisen over the

‘.constructian.of stratagic hamlets particularly these t0~whieh

'pvillagersﬁare moved forcibly. There has bsen evidence of

>offic1a1 eorruptien,in the execution of, the 8trateg1c Hamlets

4 program and muc esentment existe toward forced labar and

| '_ forced financia,rcontributioa to the program. The basic'peasant

. desire- is secu"ity" Next 18 to be left alone by bath the GV

“and the VC. Iu.cases where the GVH has baen able to provide

_ security the peasant has tended to be pre government
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| ﬁmericans On the positaﬁe side;, ﬁmericans are generally .
well reg arded by the Vietnamese armed forces for their ccntri-, :
butions in the form ai military aid road canstrueticn etc. :

_fSome Vietnamese pﬁasauts, oa the other hand; are inclined to

AAbelieve the ﬁmeyﬁcans have come to replace the French. Thia
:f“iis perhaps 8 man& estation af the fact that tha Vietnamase,_
by nature, are Gften deeply prejudice& zgainst foreignera.

?éry little evidence of American aid has as, yet reached eome

Aipeqsants whe are exposed ta cemmnnist mropaganda ané.control

‘ Armed Fcrces Morala has,much 1m9roved in theiVieﬁnamsse

r"d,has begun _o;convince the army that 1t eaﬂ.win. Peasant K

'position to ﬁhe Self-nefense Corps (SDC) runs high due to

:1u;e factathmt the SDC is poorly paid and has & tandemcy to "1ive

-3<off tha.land", stealing food an& women from the villagers.§

A"VIn additian, training and morale in the SDC remain Iaw. fﬁa'
v61v11 ‘Guard stands somewhere betweea the army and the snc 1n3
_Vmarala with & proportionate decreaﬂe in peasant resentm@nt .
iof the Civil Gnard‘ Those opinions are in direct graportxen,

(

fto the eguigment, pay acales d»degree of discipiine of. thei-

: *three services.

Viet Cong *
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"eXpIEined-by“tﬁé Iﬁékad%isical atﬁitﬁéeldf'theE§easants~?
t@ward poth the Vc'and the GVN In aaeaa where both sides
,exercise control aver & villawe (the Vcrat nzght aad the G€§~v‘

1,dur1ng the»day) there is & tenéency’torfear ehe ve, pay their
taxes;~and -do their'cheros but to have mcré respect for the
'GVH program which is more cften consﬁructive rather than de-

f;structive.‘uhxﬂﬁ |

Ecntagnards The tendancy hﬁo been for the HOntagnard

- tribesuen to. swing teward ogpositiea to the VC and attempt~to

"accept-arms to-defend themsalves againat them;; On he @ther

'hané the Hantagnards do nat care for the Vietaamese ethaic

group as a whale, th@y cammunist or etherwise,
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