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CURRENt'· RESQLTS; O:FcAS:.t>:ROORAM TO S~LE' PEASANT ATTliI'tJI)ES 
'. AND ~INION$ . '. " 

;: 

The following .1$ a swmnati9n of ·the r.esulte of th~ fi'r~t 

. fiVEr mQntb.$ of a. program designed to sample peasant 'attitudes .' 

and, opinionS ~n ·:$otith V1etliam. 
. , 

. The" Government of. Vietnam . (GVN) . The peasants< att1 tude. 

· tQw~rdS' tb.~ G:vN V'~1.e$·' cons1derab'ly from: v11~age:' to vii 1.t1ge'.· . 
. .. ~_.~ _ .. ~. ", _ .~. _: . ......~t _~ ',,' -. ' ' . . .' 

depending: on th~·,·amou.nt' of. eOlltl'ol exe~c~seYd br ~h~' g()VQ:rD.~· 

·~~t,andioli",~h.e··:vi~t CQ~g~ Evert; in 1;hQsearea,; W1<i~r cQmpl$~.t.a~ . -. ~.- .,. . . :, 

· GvN:·dOlli.tti~ti~D.::~;'Ji~w~v&r;,; there '~' f.~el,~ng~: thl.i~;. ~~e":GVN' lackS:.' 
. . , ' ... ~ ".::'-" . . . ~, .. '. :,', . . 

.::~. i01~.;.:.~()ne~t:.::~fidrecapabIG'.:ci.t_:, h$'lptng·.andl~~d~ng ·t.he 

'. '~~~f! :_"i~~e;,ioC~l'1eve 1,t~"~. baS·.· flU~cl tt> e;1~1$te 
. . ._ CQ1:·:r\ipt;.e-ld~ntS;"ln.the middlE!: . and lower. .f)~hel()aa;~f. thee: 

. '~~~~':"i"::~~~e~e~t.·t.::~~S~i~:e:·;·th~_·:~~~~ ~ tha~ . there: ~s:' 'still1-ndlcaitC>1l 

. of ·::r·es~.eC.t'fQrP~$td~lit Diem's. ·mot.1V$$ .. ad ~ne$ty •. , 
:'<:~-'_s~~~tegi~:R~~'~S". ¢ertain.resefitmen~. haS . ariSen over, the' 

· cAAttru~tiOll': oistrateglchamlets partleUiar:1;y thO,*,' to wili~b 
," -; -. . : .. ,,' ',-.;' :.,' '.:' . '. 

~i,.11tYi~~~,·a;re,.?lo~e~f~rej;blY *. Ther~ has,.,beel1.evi4enc-e of: 

· O~f~ciai: eQr1:-~Pti~~.iD the;~~.:l~.tiOtl. .. c)f·~tl:le $,~'rate~iC Ham~&t$' 
~~()~ram aD:d: '~;dc:h~~.~~SeJ1tme~t e~'ts~s,tow~~i ·.t,Qr~e4 l~bor; an.d 

. ,-' ~.':' " . . .... ,.~:. , ... : - \ .:' ;--.. ~:~."'., . '.: .. . .".. -. .~' : .• ::' :'-:' .' ",: - - . -,' 

forced ··~lna;.iiClal,::'contrlb\!ti~n,to the' ·program. The; ~~ic.." p~a:sant'-
: . '.-~",~~. .~,: ,': -' ~.~~-', '. "~' ,; '.: ~ .' .:." ~", ... ~;~ " .. :'. ' .. :' '.- . . -

deEllre is: '$~c'gi';1~'y .. ;· • Ne#t-itf tt)be l~ft~. aio~~~l~~l~!. tb:~' GVN"-

'·q:;:;,,;:rutd the 'Ve'~ . 'i~ ·~~:es wbere,' t'lle GVN;'~~',be'a~' ':abi~ t'oJ)r~Vide . 
".: ; ~~ .- <: 

$'ecll:ri tyth~:~~$i~.haS;.~e!l4~dtQ ~. pt'o-, gQv~~~nt,. 
. ." -. .! "', 
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<t;i6;]JtCJiF,,",,/' -. -(i)H !1.aJ:.r()!~::7 : 
'.>_ #..fJ\Gi_!!J:~, 

Americans· .' On the p6$itav~ Sid~; 4rlierlcans aregeneral.ly 

well rJ3gal"ded by -t.he Vietnamese' armed' forces' for' tilE.~ir _ccntri-, .' 
- ' ,I • 

. .... - '". 

: l~ome.',V'ie"tnam.eSe peasants j. ,oathe otherharu1; are inclined to 
-.. ~,:. - !. , .' . 

. ~' C~.lieve; theA'mel"!cans h;ive come -to rep1ace the Frenca.. This 
,_. .' ._, . . , 

.' ':'ieJ p~rhaps:ama.n~';fest~t:i.onof the: fact' that, the, Vietnamese.' 
:--:;. ;~_-. . .. .". .... ____ 1. . _ .:.;. • +... . _... 

/ - • - : ." (l .' l . ; 

-by na~~ej ~. o'tte~ deeply I).~ej~dieed against' 'fore1~~r$ ... : 
; .. / 

Very -iittl.e:~,.eV~dence, of Amer lean, aid ' has, ,w'( yet: re~hed some' 
, , 

,peasan~$: who: ,are! ,expq$ed to cOmmunist p~oPa3~da, ~~, c(lnt,.i'O,l!' . ,~ . .. ..~- ." " . . . ~ : .. 
"-."",,:,,:,;~.,<,, ' 

" 't;li~ f,a.~t' th.t :thQ-' SDC: 1s:poorly ,paid anfi; h8.$a t:~ildeB¢y;t,Q uliv~' 
. ~. - ."'. . . . 

-In, addition,; . t%!ai,1iiDg and m01"ala tn' the sne ~email1; .low.. The 

(!iv~l'Guard. st$lldS someWhe~be~V1eeathe,. ~Y EiD.d! th~ 8M til 

, Inorale: '\Vii a a;proP9rt'1onat~ decrease' ,111 pe~ant. r~se~~mont 
. .., 

of ~li~ civil,GUard~ These oplbions a.re i~ dt~"t~ pr6I>cJr~'1c~, 
. . ~ ;if;: -. ..' : .. :.'... . . ,., 

t.o the, eqUipment .. ' PJlY: -scalaE;' :,~~ degree~Qf d~seip~i1W ()~', t.h$ 
'. .~.. . 

_0 - :' three . ~erv:tces.;" 

Viet' C0el . tf?>strengt~~ '4~" t~e. 'i~tcc~:, c~: 1:#~~t'b~ 

- --"---~.-." - -",-;' .... 



exp~1ned by tne' laCkadaisioal attitude' <>.1: t.ne: p~asants; 

toward. both th~ ve and the GV1i:., In areas vlhere. both t:iI'ides 

. exercise control Qver' a·. v111ago' (the VC $t:night and. the·G\1li . 

. during' th()·· day) theta is. a: tenden.cy to: fear '{he VC, pay their 

taxesr-an<.\·do their chores;. but· to' have mot"lEi respect. for tbe 
.. . 

GVN program which- is. more often construetive rather than de ... 

. ~.; ~'-

t~~besmeJl to .. sWing-toward oPposition to; t~e VCand ~ttempt- t('), 

a.ceepi;. 8.I"!nS~ ~o de£end ~b~I!lSetve$against th~: .On~;'i~lhe .otber 
- !. • .-.:i~~¢l~--- -:- ;" .. :., .. 

. . 

~roup: aif~ whole',. w theY'commun1St: or ot.herwtse.- '. 

.f 

' .. ' 
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