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VZCZCHQO 019 

RR IN 

• 
DE HQ 0019 0732309 

ZNR UUUUU 

R 14145QE MAR 7-8 

FM D,IRECTOR FB I 

TO FBI JACKSON ROUTINE 

BT 

UNCLAS 

• 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

IN CONNECTION WITH INVEST'Ie'ATION BY THE HSCA INTO THE 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR .'. STAFF MEMBERS OF THE 

HSCA HAVE REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW JAMES W. SAMMON OF THE JACKSON 

OFFICE , CURRENTLY' UNDER TRANSFER TO JA'GKSO NVILLE. SAMMON IS 

SCHEDULED FOR INTERVIEW ON THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 1978, AI' 2 P.M. 

AT THE COMMITTEE'S OFFICES IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 

SAMMON HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM HlS EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT AND 

IS AUTHORIZED TO PARTICIPATE" IN HSCA INTERVIEW. HE SHOULD RE

PORT TO FBIHQ ON THE DAY PRIOR TO SCHEDULED INTERVIEW. REPORT 

TO ROOM 3658 OR 8988 FOR INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING INTERVIEW. 

BT 

0019 
SEARcHE~~~DEltED :0 
SERIAlIZ~ILED~~~ ___ 1 

MAR 141978 
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UNITE~STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUStCE 

In Reply, Please Refer w 
FileNo. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 

March 28, 1978 

4-Bureau' 

HOUSE SELECT CO}WITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

On March 16, 1978, from 2:12 p.m., to 
3:54 p.m.; SA James W. Sammon, assigned Jackson, _ 
Mississippi, FBI Division, appeared before representatives 
of the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) 
at Washington, D.C. 

_ ,... ._ SA Sammon was questioned ·by Mark A.. Speiser, 
P..eter_ G;. Beeson', and Wendy. S. Collins, -all of whom 
identified themselves through the use of creclentials, . 
as being associated with aforementioned committee. 

At the outset, SA Sammon was asked to furnish 
'background information concerning his career with the 
FBI, the number of offices and dates assigned and 
classifications worked. 

: 0_. 

SA Sammon was asked to identify Special 
Agents in Charge (SACs) and Assistant Special Agents 
in Charge (ASACs) assigned to the Miami, Florida, 
FBI Office during the period of 1961-1964,. when 
SA Sammon ~qas so assigned to- that office. The identity 
of.these SACs was furnished as Wesley G. Grapp and 
Fred A •. F.robrose (phonetic). It was explained that 
former SAC Frobrose is now deceased. 

SA Sammon was asked to identify members of 
his squad while he was assigned to the Miami Office. 
SA Sammon advised that he would be unable to identify 
each and every Agent assigned to the Number 5 squad 
during the years of 1961 and 1964 inclusive, due to the 
length of time that had transpired since that period. 

~Jackson (62-544) m Ii':) -'1. 4b ihi;-d~~;;'~~~-~~~~;i~;-~~i~h~;-;~~~;;;~d;~i~;;;-~~;-~~~~ius ions 
~ IJ of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 

to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 

S:~\1(j'l;zt~~(l •. _--r--------
S\iYi;;.l~.t.~·) ____ .. - . ----. .-.::!~~--.....-
~:!1"".].·''i1 ,~.....- .. _ "''' __ _ .... . ~ __ .-....l[.£.e!,.----
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• 
HOUSE SELECT CO~~ITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

• 
SA Sammon was then asked if SAs Francis McCarron, 
Jack Da~vson, Vincent Stacey, Leon Pryor, and Leonard 
C. Peterson, were assigned to the Number 5 squad in 
Miami from 1961 through 1964. SA Sammon replied 
that SAs McCarron, Dawson, and Peterson were assigned 
to that squad; however, it -was not Sammon's recollection 
that either Stacey or Pryor ~vere so assigned. 

SA Sammon was then asked to give a breakdown 
by classifications as to the responsibilities of each 
of the six 'Hiami squads from 1961 through 1964, "tvhich 
information "tvas furnished to the committee representatives' .. 
SA Sammon "tvas asked to elaborate on the assignment of 
responsibilities to the Number 5 squad of Miami during 
that period of time. Those classifications furnished 
of that squad "tV'ere applicants, accounting matters, 
including Hoffa and teamster investigations; civil rights; 
racial. matters; and fugitive matters .. It 'tvas explained 
that these were the major cla~sifications assigned the 
Number 5 squad. 

SA Sammon was questioned regarding his transfer 
from Miami to the Jackson Division in July, 1964, his 
location and investigative responsibilities while assigned 
to Mississippi, which reply was to the effect that Sammon 
was assigned to the Clarksdale, Mississippi, Resident 
Agency from 1964-1969, and to the Jackson, Mississippi, 
Headquarters of the FBI from 1969 to the present time. 
SA Sammon advised that while assigned to the Clarksdale, 
Mississippi, Resident Agency, he worked any and all 
investigative matters under the jurisdiction of the FBI 
which pertained to the territory covered by that 
resident agency. In response to a direct question, 
SA Sammon advised that his transfer from Miami to 
Jackson, 'Hississippi, was a routine nature and not of 
a disciplinary nature. 

In response to a direct question, SA Sammon 
hat he tvas the "backup Agent" assigned to Bill 

an FBI informant, \l7hile SA Sammon was assigned 
he 'Hiami "Division during the period of 1961-1964. 

2 
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HOUSE SELECT CO~MITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

• 
SA Sammon was asked to identify Intelligence 

Division Officers of the Miami, Florida, Police # 

Department, which SA Sammon \Vas unable to do, nor 
was Sammon in a position to advise \vhether or not 
any information furnished by Somerset was disseminated 
to that intelligence unit during the period of 
1961-1964 .• 

SA Sammon was then queried at length regarding 
~u JZlux .~la,n activity in Mississipp~ beginning in' 1964., 
tIl P?r.:ttcul.;lr,· - info~at~qn r~g~~d~ng United-Klarsof
Am~ri0a-(\1KA),. .'\ilhite .Kni:-ghts Qf the Ku· KLu~ Klan _. 
(~iIZI5I%);.arrd~lte:~Silv~r J~o;l+ar_Grqu,p'~ .of the".HKKI\K .7 
Hiss.is..sippi •. - ::SA SammoB.. fB.rni&hed·:a ·lengthy·-disse:t'-t-a'E.ion _ 
regarding Klan activities in Mississ~ppi since his 
arrival in 1964. 

SA Sruamon was then asked if he had conducted 
any investigation regarding "Merkin". SA Sammon replied 
that immediately after the shooting death of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, SA Sammon \Vas assigned the responsibility 
of traveling through North Mississippi with photographs 
of the evidence left by King's assailant, exhibiting 
those photographs at motels, service stations, in 
North Mississippi to determine if any of the photographs 
could be identified. 

SA Sammon was asked if he \Vas aware of Somerset t s 
attempt to assassinate King in Montgomery, Alabama, 
in 1958 through poisoning his food. SA Sammon advised 
the commfttee that he was not aware of any such attempts. 

SA Sammon·was then queried regarding Bu.reau 
regulations regarding amounts of money paid informants and 
policy of the Bureau to overseeing those payments. 
SA Sammon explained to the committee that such amounts 
are normally determined by the Agent contacting the 
informant and are paid on a COD basis based on the value 
of the information furnished by the informant. SA Sammon 
advised that the Bureau oversees these payments only in 
an auditing or accounting of the P?rticu1ar informant's 
payment fund. 

3 
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• 
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

• 
SA Sammon '\Vas then questioned regarding the 

Bureau policy in discontinuing informants and if the # 

informants are advised that they are being so discontinued· .. 
Sa Sammon advised that the informant is so advised \vhen 
he i's discontinued, usual,ly determined \vhen the informant 
has furnished a lack of positive information, or when 
he has exposed himself as an informant, and of course 
upon his death. 

SA Sammon 'tvas then questioned regarding 
Somerset's personal involvement in violence; Somerset's 

. personal' bigotry to\vard minority races; his bigotry 
regarding unio membership; his carrying of weapons; 
and Somerset's mmvledge of explosive devices; and 
information rnished Somerset regarding' ThQma~ 
Al bert "To "Tarr s .. 

~ 

To these questions, SA Sammon advised that he 
did not have any personal information of acts of violence 
performed by Somerset; and that the only personal bigotry 
exhibited by Somerset 'tvas Somerset's apparent dislike 
for SA Sammon, as Somerset felt that SA Sammon was 
of Jewish descent.. SA Sammon advised that he had no 
knowledge of any acts of bigotry in union membership as 
indicated by Somerset, nor was SA Sammon a~vare of Somerset 
ever carrying a weapon or Somerset's knowledge of any 
explosive devices. SA Sammon advised the committee that \ 
he did not recall Somerset ever furnishing any information 
regarding Thomas Albert "Tommy" Tarrants; hmvever, SA Sammon 
was acquainted with Tarrants, having been involved :j.n' a . "" 
firearms shootout confrontation with Tarrants in 1969. 
The committee pressed for further details concerning 
this shootout and the committee was advised that in 
August, 1969, Tarrants and two other iTh~ates of the 
Mississ.ippi State Penitentiary (MSP) , Parchman, Mississippi, 
escaped from that penitentiary and were thereafter subjects 
of an unlawful flight to avoid confinement investigation, 
and were considered by the FBI to be Federal fugitives. 
The committee was advised that in August, 1969, information 
\vas received by the Jackson, Mississippi, Office that the 
·three escapees were hiding in a heavily 'tvooded dense area 
near Jackson, Mississippi~ Thereafter, SA Sammon and 
many other Jackson, Mississippi, Agents attempted to 
locate and apprehend Tarrants and the two other inmates, 
which attempts resulted in a gun battle, causing . 
one of the inmates, name unrecalled, to be killed by 

4 
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• 
HOUSE SELECT CO~IITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

• 
law enforcement officers, consistmg of FBI Agents, 
Mississippi High1;vay Safety Patrol (J1HSP) officers, 

. and those of the Rankin County Sheriff's Office. 
The committee was advised that this was SA Sammon's 
first and last contact with Tarrants~ SA Sammon 
in answer to specific questions, advised that he had 
no personal knowledge of the acts of Tarrants performed 
on a residence of a Jewish businessman in Meridian, 
Mississippi. 

, SA Sammon 1;vas then questioned regarding the 
availability of FBI informants to other Federal or 
local hw enforcement agencies? and the Bureau policy 
as pertaining to that availability. SA Sammon advised 

. the committee that it is the practice of the FBI, 
as w&ll as other law enforcement agencies, not to 
reveal the identity of Bureau informants to those 
agencies, even though the information furnished by 
those informants may be disseminated to those agencies. 

The committee at this point took exception with ' 
SA Sammon indicating it was their feeling that the FBI 
"receives all information but does not share information" 
with other law enforcement agencies, Federal, ·state"and 
local. The committee at this point was unequivocally 
advised that this has not and is not the case of the FBI, 
and that information obtained by the FBI which is of an 
interest to those agencies, is disseminated to them, 
even though the identity of the informant furnishing 
such information is not revealed to those agencies. 

" 

SA Sammon was again asked for his knowledge 
as to the availability of Bill Somerset to the Intelligence 
Unit of the Miami, Florida, Police Department, to which 
SA Sammon again advised that he was not aware of such 
availability during the years of 1961-1964, the only 
period that SA Sammon was acquainted with Somerset .. 

SA Sammon was asked as to the degree of 
cOBfidence and reliability regarding the information 
furnished by Somerset 1;vhile an FBI informant. SA Sammon 
advised from 1961-1964, it was his opinion that the 
information furnished by Somerset was reliable, and that 
SA Sammon had confidence in that information. 

5 
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'. .. • 
HOUS E S ELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

• 
At one point during the questioning, when ~ 

SA Sammon was being questioned as to squad assignment 
classifications, and identities of Agents of the Miami, 
Florida, FBI Office from 1961-1964, SA Sammon advised 
the committee that as that period of time was from 
14-17 years in the past, SA Sammon would try to be as 
accurate 'as possible as to montbsand years involved; 
however, the committee was reminded SA Sammonis 
recollection of the events may be six months to perhaps 
a year off. Mark Speiser advised SA Sammon that the 
committee would only allow a four' month leeway. This 
comment may have'been misunderstood by SA Sammon and 
may have be'en in jest by Speiser; however" in any regard, 
Speiser was advised that SA Sammon stood on his previous 
statement that events occurring 14-17 years ago would be 
timed as accuratelx as SA Sammon possibly could; howev~r, 
there would be no 'four month allowance" imposed 
on SA Sammon, unless the committee intended to furnish 
him documentary verification. There was no such 
documentary verification furnished SA Sammon during 
his interrogation, with the exception of SA Sammon 
being furnished a lengthy article from what appeared 
to be the' "Parade" or pictorial section of the Miami, 
Florida, Herald, Sunday Supplement Newspaper, which I --
article appeared to be regarding Bill Somerset. This 
article was furnished SA Sammon briefly in an effort 
to identify Somerset by photograph as it appeared in 
the article. SA Sammon was unable to positively identify 
Somerset, clue to the length of time involved, and the 
fact that the photograph was not a good likeness, or 
Xerox copy, as the photograph of Somerset, made him 
appear older and thinner in appearance. SA Sammon 
advised the coumittee that the poor photograph did 
resemble Somerset; however, if the committee had not 
advised Sammon that it was of Somerset, SA Sammon 
would be unable to identify him. SA Sammon was not 
furnished the article to read. . 

6 
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• 
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

• 
SA Sammon was furnished a name of an 

individual in Miami 7 Florida, which name SA Sammon 
failed to record, 'and therefore the identity of 
that individual is not recalled by SA Sammon. 
SA Sammon was asked by the committee if he ~7as 
acquainted with this individual. SA Sammon advised 
the individual was unknown to him. 

SA Sammon was then advised that this 
individual was a house painter in Miami, and SA 
Sammon was asked- if Bill Somerset was acquainted 
with this, individual~ ~ 

- . .. -- .. 

- 7- ~ :.:;~7 - SA 'Saminon- adv:i,sed- :that he' then recalled ~ - .. ' _ .. -
th~t: this. individt}al may be identical. to a person --:-
who was at the scene of the-James Meredith 
integration disorder at the University of Mississigi, 
Oxford, Mississippi, which SA Sammon believed ~o 
be in 19630 The committee was advised that the 
incident arose over Meredith, a Negro, attempting 
to register to at,tend the University of Hississippi. 

SA Sammon recalled that a lead was received 
at the Miami Office to identify and interview this 
Miami house painter as his vehicle had been observed 
at the University of Mississippi campus during the 
disorder involving the registration of Meredith at 
that university. 

SA Sammon advised that he and SA Leonard 
C. Peterson contacted Bill Somerset for background 
information on this individual and that Somerset 
was acquainted with house painter and furnished 
SA Peterson background information concerning this 
individual, to the best of SA Sammon's recollection 
involving the house painter being a member of 
National States Rights Party (NSRP). 

Thereafter, SA Sammon assisted SA Peterson 
in-the interview of this individual in Miami in either 
the summer of 1963 or 1964. SA Sammon recalled that 
the individual was painting a house at the time of the 

7 
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• 
HOUSE SELECT CO~lITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

• 
interview, was very hostile towards the interviewing 
Agents; however, at the persistence of SA Peterson 
he was interviewed regarding his appearance at the 
University of Mississippi. 

A short time thereafter, an article appeared 
in the newspaper of the NSRP on the front page which 
was submitted by this house painter. This article 
referred to his interview with· SA Peterson and SA 
Sammon, and referred to Peterson as u a blond haired 
Swede" and to SA Sammon as "a Jew bastard,t- or words 
to ~that effect •. 

SA Sammon was asked if he ~as acquainted with 
Joseph A. Milteer, or if Somerset ever furnished any 
information regarding Milteer and his activities. SA 
Sammon advised he was not acquainted with Milteer and 
did not recall Somerset furnishing any information 
regarding him. 

8* 
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FD-'36 (Rev. 7-27-76) 

TR !~NSMIT VIA: 

o Teletype 

o Facsimile 

fX] Airtel 

• 

; FBI 

PRECEDE~CE: 

o Immediate 

o Priority 

D Routine 

\. 

CLASSltATION: 

o 'rop SECRET 
[J SECRET 

o CO:KFIDENTi"\L 

LJ E F 'f 0 
C] CLJ~;\R 

DaLe 3/28/78 
r------------------------------------------~------;---

Ap'proved: 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) 

FROM: SAC, JACKSO~ (62-544) (C) 

HOUSE SELECT Cm1MITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 

En~losed for the Bureau are origi~e]_and _ 
three copies of an I.EH rcf1ecU.ng resul ts of ini:ervie'Vl-
of SA JA}fES 'd. SM·f'lIJ~f bv reDresE.:nt.ati,res ~o£ aforement.ioned 
committee 3/16/78, at ;{ashington, D.C 0 '-

2-Bureau (Ene. 4) 
(.r} Jacks on 
'":TI.JS /b j ~ 
(3) ~ 

Transmitted Per _ 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 11 
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VZCZCHQO 135 

RR J {~ ){X l,:)E 

D E H8 I 0 1 35 1 38(0 ILl 0 

ZNY EEEEE 

R 172149Z t1AY 73 

Ff1 DIF/ECTOR FBI (62-117290) 

, TO FBI ·JACKSON ROUTINE 

FBI KNOXVILLE ROUTINE 

FBI MEMPhIS ROUTINE 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON' 

• 

HSCA y BY LETTER DATED [',IAV. 3~ 1978, REQUESTED ALL H1FOR-
\ 

(1/-\TION IN THE FILES OF THE JACJ(SO!Ii" J{iWXVILLE AND fvlEf'1PHIS FIELD 

OFFICES, COr~CER[HNG BUFORD WALLACE POSEY'J DATE OF BIRTH AUGUST 23, 
.--' 

1925. HSCA OBTAINED WAIVER FROH POSEY ALLOWING FOR RELEASE OF 

ALL I NFORf1AT 10 [J HELD BY THE FB I TO THE cQl.m ITJEE 0 

EACH RECEIVING OFFICE SHOULD ~EARCH INDICES FO~ ABOVE

NM1ED 'Hm.IVIDUAL Aim DUPLICATE ANY FILES ArlD REFERENCES FOUND 

IDEiJTICAL \,jlTHPOSEY 0 THIS ,1ATERIAL SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO 

FBI HEADQU,L~RTERS ') ATTEHTION: COi~GRESSIOi.JAL INQUIRY UNIT, BY 

CLOSE OF BUSINESS MAY 26, '1978. 

BT 
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~ SniI.,eral.,e References Only 

~u. & Sedal Number 

·C3"'~1~ Cr1m1nal CCUI. Fil •• Only 

CJCrtmlnal Reference. Only 

C]R •• trtct. to Locality of :. ',. 

L] Main Sub~.r.1Ye (If no Main. Hilt aU Sub.,.ral .... Reference.) 

[:J Main Criminal (If no Main, list aU Criminal References) 

Fne & Serial Number 
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e· • VZCZGH00135 

DE Hq ~J!35 13B(J14r~ 

ZIJY EEEEE 

R 1721492 dAY 78 

TO FBI JACKSON ROUTIRE 

FBI lW0XVILLE ROUTINE 

FBI HEUPHIS ROUT IIJE 

BT 

UNCLAS E Ii' T 0 

HOUSE SELECT CO~~ITIZE 

HSCA 11 BY LErrER Dt~l'ED ~~l' .3!l !~7':~t ftF0:Ui:fiTED l\LL IlIFon ... 

iolAT IOU HJ THE FILES Oli' l'H£ (Jt~CI{BON, l(UOXV lLLE A f!D wr:lPHIS F'liLD 

E!iCH HECEIV!H8 OFFICE SHOULD t)EftRCH If;;) ICE:J FOR tHiOVE-

IUENT ICJU.f U rfH POSEY'JI l' HI£! :lA'XERIAL SHOUl.)) BE SliDNITTED TO 

CLOSE OF BUSINESS nAY e6, 1:)72 ~ 

ST 

U135 

MAY 17 1978 
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TR.ANSMIT VIA: 

:.-:::i Te btype 

Cl Facsimile 

.' PRECEDENCE: 

o Immed.iate 

D Priority 

FBI 

I • CLAS SIFICATIOI'~': 

[J TOP SECRErr 

o SECRET 

rKl Airtel D Routine 0 CO~FIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

r _______________________________ ~_~~:Abizil-
I TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY u~IIT 

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (62-544) 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
-ON ASSASSINATION (HSCA) 

------1 
I 
I 

Rs Bureau teletype 5/17/78, captioned as above, 

Enclosed herewith are as follows: 

1. Serial 109 from Jackson 157-9325 (2 pages) 

2. Serials 1 - 23 from Jackson 157-2083 1 

including 2 letters from lA (57 pages) 

3. Serials 1 - 46 from Jackson 100 .. ·491, . X» 
including lAl (180 pages) I I ; 

~ 

The above enclosures. are concerning BUFORD 
WALLACE POSEY, born 8/28/25,. 

It should be noted g as relat.ed to item three above, 
lOO~491 does not contain a serial numbered as eleven and . 
there is :no. 1i:6.dication as to why. The only explanation is an 
error in seri~lizing where said number was skipped., 

2 - Bureau (69) 
Ct· - Jacksgn/ 
.AJW/dgf d:c.'~~ 
(3) /jL 

Approved: 

NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 15 
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VZCZCHQO l!:Zi6 

RR IN 

DE HQ 0106 144(ij055 

Z[,jR UUUUU 

R 242119Z C1[.\ Y 78 

H1 DIRECTOH FBI (62-11729rJ) 

TO FBI JACKSON ROUTINE 

8T 

• 

UNCLAS / 

HOUSE~LECT ON ASSASSINATIONS' (HSCA)' 

TELETYPE TO BUHEf\U (4-PHIL 24, 1968 9 CP.P-

TIODED "dURKIN." 

THE HSCA IS CUnRENTLY CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION INTO THE 

ASSASSHvATIONS OF JOHN F. KE[~NEDY A[,lD [MRTIN LUTHER i{IiJG~. JH. 9 

AND HAS :1EVIEttJED VOLUlHIWUS EXCISED" DOCUf:iE'i·iTS.REGARDING THE 

ASSASsi!~ATIOiJ CASES Ai~D RELfHED Ii'jVESTIGATIO[~S. UPON REVIEU' 0)<' 

HEFa1E[~CED COl1r1UNICATIOl~, THE HSCA DESIHES TO INTSRVIEH INFOR-

[{JANTS UHO SUPPLIED HIFORf1ATIO!'J COi-JIAINED THEREIN o' BY ;1EQUEST 

DATED 0AY IS, 1978, THE CO~NITTEE REQUESTED THE FBI CONTACT 

THESE l[,;FORi·1ANTS TO DETEnlH[~E IF THEY tjOULD13E AGREEABLE TO 
I 

li~TEH V I Ei'} B YT HE HSCA 0 THE HSCA HOPES I1HERVIEtll CAN BE 'CON-

" : r: 2., <i;~ q y -= ~ ~ nlQ/f' fARCHfD~iNDEXED " 
I ) ':2. I ')£R'ALlZE~F'LED--""I-_-I 

MAY 24 1978, 

DUCTED PRIOR TO JUNE 2" 1973. 
\ 

~. 
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PAGE H/O DE HQ 01(:j6 Ui~CLAS 

INFORr:JAT ION l[~ REFERE'f~CED COi,j;10fHCAT ION HAS PROVIDED BY THE 

FOLLOW I i~G FORl'iER I NFOR!!JA fn s : 

, 1. IN 34(1-:=(, BUREAU FILE 170-1565 9 JACKSOn FILE 1 7:!~Lj5 9" 

OPERATED BEnlfEE[') AUGUST 9 1967 - ?IPRIL 9 1973. 

2. JACJ(SON 337-R 9 BUREAU F'ILE 170-1518 9 JACKSON FILE 170-
I 

457, OPERATEDBEHJEEN JULY 9 1967 - [WVEI'1BER 9 197:50 

JACKSON ATTE;:jPT TO COi'lTACT INFORl·'tANTS Ai~D ADVISE EACH 'n:AT 

THE HSCA DESIRES TO JNTERVIEW THEM CONCERNING INFOR~ATIO~ THEY 

PROVIDED IN REFERENCED CQf:Ji"lUiHCiHION • THEY SHOULD BE TOLD THAT 
, / 

TO THE FBI'S KNOWLEDGE, THE.HSCA IS ~OT AWARE OF THEIR RELATION-
, . 

SHIP \JITH ,THE FBI OR THEIH IDEinITIES. PETER;1IIJE IF THE Ii~FOR'-' 

~ANTS HAVE ANY OBJECTION TO BEING INTERVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE HSCA. IF THERE ARE NO OBJECT IONS TQ IlnERVIEi}} 9 INFOR

MANTs SHOULD BE FURNISHED THE IDENTITIES AND, TELEPHONE, NUMBER 

OF THE FULLOi;} ING HSCA PERSOi~NEL 'IN ORDER THAT INFORi'1ANTS CAiJ 

TELEPHOfHCALLY CONTACT THE'HSCA ArJD I'JAl<E TH~lR O\'JN ARRAHGE!fJE'tHS 

FOj~ HHERV I Ei .. l 0 HJFORf.'jtHlTS' CAN THEREFORE PERSOfJALLY NEGOT lATE: 

THE SCOPE OF' 'INTEJ~VIEt<J AND THE CO ['WIDEiH IALITY OF INFom1AT IU{\; 

THEY MAY PROVIDE THE CO~MITTEEo 

INFOR:·jANTS SHOULD BE GIVEN THE NAi'1ES OF i·1ARK SPEISEH A[~D 
, 

NW 65994 Docld:32939168· Page 11 



• • .. 

PAGE THREE DE HQ 0106 Ul~CLAS 

PETER BEESON ~ BOTH HSCA STAFF ATTOni~EYS, '\qHO CAN BE CO[,)TAC,TED 

COLLECT AT 202-225-8353'~ UPOi~_ CALLHIG y IljFORf~AfJTS SHOULD FUR-

tJISH THEIR IDE!HITIES MiD ADVISE THEYhJERE THE I[~DIVIDUALS V]HO 

PHUVIDED THE JACKSON OFFICE OF THE FiBI INFO-R[IJATION CONCERiJING 

ACTIVITIES AT JOHi~'S CAfE, LAUREL, I'1ISSISSIPPI, ltJ APRIL, 19640. 
, , 

SUTEL RESULTS OF CONTACT WITH INFORMANTS TO FBIHQ, ATT£~

TION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MA~AGEMENT DIVISION o 

EXPEDITE IN VIEW OF COMMITTEE'S DESIRE TOI~TERVIEW INFORNANTS, 

IF AGREEABLE, PRIOR TO JUNE 2,19730 

BT j 

i~ lHli·; 144 fiji 0 [£ ,J !·l l' 
NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 18 
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VZCZI iQO 106 

HH IN 

ZNH auuuu 

Fr~'DIRECTOH FBI (62"'1172.90) 

TO FBI JACKSON ROUTINE 

BY 
. 

UNCLliS 
\ , 

,HOUSE SELEct 

\:lE'·,':.'Cpr:.'M··;E'· JACVCO:l."l .... ,-, ~'~'ifP'G' ·~O 't:1U"~)r,'A!' ! 'pnil H _' r..".Lul,.. M .ibM 'L~ !./!.L,i"!,J.. . i,. 1 I .0', h;;l.H JI' 1-\. n ~ , ,\' . . 24.9 

TIONED "'lIlUHr,IN 1> tt 

, 
THE HSCA IS CURRENTLY CONDUCTING ,itNESTH&Al'ION lNTO THE 

. I." 

.ASSASS If~AT IONS OF. JOHN F .. KENNEDY }1i'lf)NAHT IN LUTHER KING!, '.JR .. ~ ',' . 
, . ., . . . 

. . AND HIl,S f-.tEiJIE\I.lED VOLUMINOUS Exi.nsED 'f~o'\;Uf1ENrS HEG/~nDING THE 
'\ , , 

I~SSA:::;SHiAl' ION CASES A·ND REL.'\TED I NVES1;:·J.G-AT !tiNS .. UPON HEVIE\'J Of 

.. \ 

INTEHVHW BY THE HSCA., THE: HSCA HOPES~ :urtERvIEW.· CAN BE CO!f-' 
",/ ~ . \ 

DuerED P~IOR to JUNE 29 1975o 

" I 

. \~ 
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• • ( 

PAGE T~;lO DE HQ ~Jji0S UNCLAS 

\. 
\.: 

FOLLO~! ING F'OHMER IN!JOm1M~TS ~ 

, . 
2 .. JACl\:SON 33.7-H "B1Jl1~AU FILE: 17'flj-! 51S~~i{l.CKSO!'l FILE ~ 70-

J.l57, OPlT:J1AT!W 'BE;n~EEN ,JULY·, I~67"·· N01~,EnBER')1:1973 .. 
".1 . 

, PH OV IDED Hi REFERENCED COj11¥HJNI CA'I' Io.N' .. ~iYfEY , SHOULD .BE' T6u)·"nU~T 
, ,,, !' ;"'. . ' 

TO THE fBI'S KNOI;!LEDGE 11 THE HSCA IS Nor .. A'~ARr::Of n'!EiR hEL~\;rioN: .. "i 
'" ' . 

SHIP 1:]I1'}j THE ffiI Of{ THEIR'ID'EWfIl'IEtl-;;: DE1.ER~UNE' IF' THE ·,!N.F.OH,:",; 
. ".'., ' "'~. \ " 

iI1~\ NTS HAVE A NY OBJECT ION TO BE INa IN:r ERVHnvED BYl1EPRESF:(IITAT I ~JES 
~. , .:,' '. ", . , ' 

~. . \. ", ~ 
OF T HE: HSC:~ .. IF THE:HE AHE NO ;OBJi3:CTION5 TO INTEHVIEW', INFOR ... ,. ' 

1"1' ' C'.f " ") 1::' 17'11 ·"t .... .,. .J,',' ','7 ,;,," I'--,.. ~~:', t'l<"')'u' '1 C: ' .... • : ' ~ , " 
MA~ . .\. S d.(WLD B11. ,,1 uRNl~~!Ev .t Hl.!.· .IDEr:! I~~lE.{J A~~D ;11.~!~""~ •. (::hh:.INLJf'iJE.E(, "\, 

\ ' 

t'.i, 
, . 

. \' ' : 

OF tHE: .FOLLOi,JI ht(3 HscA PEft:£WNNELI N . or~rHl:H nun . Ii~F'm1M:ANrS CA t~' 
I 

TELEPHONICALLY' coth~f.l.ct ri-I.E HSG{\ MJrJ ~r~AKE THEIR D~JN ,JH~R'tNGr!:mf:'l\rts' 
, , 

\ \~" . 

FOR INTERVIEW. INFORMANTS'CANTH~RE~O~E PERSO~ALLYHEGbTIAIE '.' 

THE' SCOPE OF .nnERVIEI;j AND T}{,E GONFiqEr~TIA-LiTY' OF INFORi'JIA'r JON 
\ ' 

THEY NAY ~ROVIDE ~H~ COMWITTEE c 

NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page ,20 
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'} 

VZCZ. iQO 101$ 

FA DIRECTOR FBI (62"'117290) 

TO FBl JP.C;GSO;"l aOUT H!E 

BT 

UOCLAS J 
HOUSE SE:LECr co;.m7 Ol'j M~SASSr~h1TI0ilS CHSGt.l) 

ilEI?El1ENCE JACHSON TELETYPE: TO HUf{UdJ /!PHIL 24, IDGe~ G,\P-

THE HSCA IS CURRENTLY CmjDm.:TH;G H;VE51'I{iAl'rOl~ nrro THE 

DUCTED PRIOR TO JU~E ~t 197~. 

AJAY 24 1978 
FBI-JACKSON A 

NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 21 
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• • ( 

SHI? lJITH THE ~'Br Of! THEIR IDE~iTITn:f; .. DETErmINE IF THE I:;F.O;'

~~1AfJTS HAVE tiNY O!3J[C'fron TO E:EIU3 H:rEi{VI;~m::D D1 llEPfU:SEN'f tiT ,IivES 

'[HEY n1\ 'l PHOV ID E THE r.oa.'l IitEe '" 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 22 
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t 
• • 

PETER B1:~SllN, 30Tli HSCA STAFF l\1'TCRDEYS, :JHO ClHl B[ CmlTt!G1'ED 

COLLECT AT 202 .... 22:; ... 33;3 .. UPOU CiiLLILG 11 IUFOR;ltiOrS fMOULD F'UH-

laSH lHEIH :mENl' IT lES At~!) ADV L;,a:; l'Htc:Y HERE l' Hi: 1~:DIvrDUtlL3 HHU 

ACTIVITIES AT JOH~'S CAFE, LAUREL, ~ISSISSIPPI~ 10 AFHIL$ 1968. 

SUTEL RESULTS OF corn ACT ~'lII H xm;-ORil,\C:rs TO FS.lJi'], :ri'l't:t!

IIon : CO{~GRESSIONr*L IHQUIR¥ urnr, R!!:CORDS :·Ud:lttGE)l£iJT D1V:r.SICH: II 

0106 

, 
J 
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) 
.~ 

.I'T'RANSMIT VIA: 

gTeletype 
D F ac s.im ile 
D Airtel 

PRECEDENCE: 

D Immediate 
D Pr.iority 
1%1- Rout.ine 

FBI • CLASSIFICATION: 

D TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 
IZJ G:bEitR--zl..tnda..a-./ 

Date 5/26/78 
-----------------------------------------------------

FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE 

BT 

UNCLAS 

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

DIVISION. 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATION (HSCA) 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE DATED MAY 24, 1978. 

ON MAY 26, 1978, JN 340-R, BUREAU FILE 170-1565, JACKSON 

FILE 170-459, INTERVIEWED AND OBJECTS TO INTERVIEW BY 

REPRESENTATIVES OF HSCA IN VIEW OF CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS. 

JN 340-R STILL EMPLOYED AT JOHN'S CAFE, LAUREL, MISS., AND 

FEELS LIFE WOULD BE PLACED IN JEOPARDY IF IDENTITY WAS MADE 

KNOWN. 

REVIEW OF JACKSON FILE 170-457 PERTAINING TO JN 337-R 

DISCLOSED A NEWSPAPER CLIPPING FROM THE LAUREL LEADER CALL, 

A LAUREL, MISS., NEWSPAPER, DATED MARCH 4, 1974, COP~ ~URNISHED 

@- Jackson 
LCB/lfjb 
(1). -"J 

I L. '. 
() 

Approved: --'-+-f14-tlrlJm~-
NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 24 

b;;(-SH- If 
Searched "'p;f' ::: : ' : 
Seri'aIized ,fflt 2 

:tndexe~, I : : ~~ li:r:.. :: 

Trans mitted --:-:-::-'-O_O....::;J-:--__ '?_"'-_2._D_fJ _-2::_ 
(Number) (Time) 

g: Per __ :=:-__ _ 

GPO : 1977 0 - 225-539 



fD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) 
j 

) 

-'TRANSMIT VIA: 

o Teletype 

o Facsimile 

o Airtel 

• 
PRECEDENCE: 

o Immediate 

o Priority 

o Routine 

FBI 

CLAS SIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

o CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFT 0 

o CLEAR 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Date I ------- _______________________________________ L _____ _ 
PAGE TWO JN 62-544 UNCLAS 

TO FBIHQ WHICH REFLECTS THAT INFORMANT WAS SHOT AND KILLED BY 

A SHOTGUN BLAST FIRED BY HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW. INFORMANT WAS 

PRONOUNCED DEAD ON ARRIVAL AT JONES COUNTY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 

AND CAUSE OF SHOOTING HAD NOT BEEN DETERMINED AS OF THE DATE OF 

THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE. 

BT. 

Approved: _______ _ Trans mitted ----:-:-:--:--: __ -=,----.,----__ 
(Number> (Time) 

Per _____ _ 

GPO: 1977 0 - 225-539 
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VZCZCHQ0085 

RR AL AT BA BH BS BU CE CG CI CV DN DE HO If J N JK KC LA 

ME M[1 MI ~lP NO NK NH NO NY OM PH PX PG PD RH SC SL SD SF SE ~I 

TP WF 

DE HQ 0085 1570042 

ZNY EEEEE 

R 05210SZ JUN 78 

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62 

TO FBI ALBANY 

FBI ATLANTA 

FBI BALTIMORE 

FBI BIRMI ~)1AM 

FBI BOSTON 

FBI BUFFALO 

FBI CHARLOTTE 

FBI CHICAGO 

FBI CI NCI NNATI 

FBI CLEVELAND 

FBI DENVER 

FBI DETROIT 

FBI HOUSTO N 

FBI INDIANAPOLIS 

FBI JACK SON 

FBI JACKSO NVILLE 

NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 26 
~l_ ~_~ ______________ _ 

117290) 

JurJ 5 1978 



• 
PAGE TWO DE HQ 0085 UNCLAS EFT 0 

FBI KANSAS CITY 

FBI LOS ANGELES 

FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI MIAMI 

FBI MIU~AUKEE 

FBI MI NNEAPOLIS 

FBI MOBILE 

FBI NE~lARK 

FBI NE~J HAVEN 

FBI NE~l ORLEA NS 

FBI NEW YORK 

FBI OMAHA 

FBI PHILADELPHIA 

"FBI PHOENIX 

FBI PITTSBURGH 

FBI PORTLAND 

FBI RICHMO ND 

FBI SACRAMENTO 

FBI SAN DIEBO 

FBI SAN FRANCISCO 

65994 Docld:32989768 Page 27 
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'PAGE THREE DE HQ 0085 UNCLAS EFT 0 

FBI SEATTLE 

FBI SPRI NGFIELD 

FBI ST. LOUIS 

FBI TA£1PA 

FBI ~lASHIm;rON FIELD OFFICE 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

• 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 0 N ASSASSI r~ATIO NS (HSCA) 

BUDED JUNE 12, 1978. . ,> J :' I 

• I 

" . .-:" . 
.I 

... 

r 

RE: B ULET TO ALB A NY, ET AL, AUG UST 25, 1967, CAPTIONED 

"COU NTERI NTELLIG ENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NA-TIO NALIST- HATE GROUPS" 

I NTERNAL SECURITY" AND "BUAIRTEL TO ALBANY, ET AL, MAR CH 4, 

1968, CAPTIONED "COUNTERI NTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIO N

ALIST-HATE GROUPS, RACIAL INTELLIGENCE". 

THE HSCA WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION OF 

JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OOTI~ THAT 

REFERENCED COMMUNICATIO NS ASKED RECIPI ENT OFFI CES TO ~lAKE 

PERIODIC REPORTS TO THE BUREAU, HAS REQUESTED THAT RECIPIENT 
L • 

FIELD OFFICE FILES BE SEARC ED AND AWL REPORTS, LETTERHEAD - . 
NEl10RANDA, AIRTELS, LETTERS AND TELETYPES CONCERNING 

---~. .~ . --- - --- - --

NW65994 Page 28 
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~ 

P~GE FOUR DE HQ 008,IPUNCLAS EFT 0 
, 

DR. 'MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OR THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
~~ - -

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO REFERENCED 

COMMUNICATIONS UP TO AND INCLUDING DECEftlBER 31, 1.968, BE 

PREPARED FOR DELIVERY. 

THE HSCA REQUESTED THAT OUR RESPONSE IN THIS MATTER BE 

GlVEN TOP PRIORTY OVER ALL OTHER ASPECTS OF KI NG INVESTIGATION. 

FBI HEADQUARTERS (FBIHQ) FILES HAVE BEEN PARTIALLY 

PROCESSED IN RESPO NSE TO A SIMILAR RE@UEST, BUT TO INSURE 

COr~PLETENESS AND THOROUGHNESS, EACH RECIPIENT OFFICE FURNISH 

FBIHQ nw XEROX COPIES OF ANY COMMUNICATION ~1EETI NG ABOVE 

~ITERIA. COpy SHOULD REACH FBIHQ BY JUNE 12, 197~. 

ALL COPIES SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND SHOULD BE SENT 

REGISTERED tvl.AIL, NAILED TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL 

INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEt'1ENT DIVISION, ANY QUESTIONS CAN 

BE RESOLVED BY CO NTACTI NG SUPERVISOR RI CHARD C. RUSCHI NG, 

EXTENTIO N 3685. 

RECIPIENT OFFICES HAVING NO COMMUNICATION f1EETING CRITERIA 

ARE TO SO NOTIFY FBIHQ. 

BT 

0085 

NNNN 

F 
NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 19 
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.s , • " 

6/~( 
TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) 

ATTEt-l'"TION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, 
RECORDS ~~1AGm·mNT DIVISION 

FROM; JACKSON (62-544) (C) 

HOUSE SELECT CONHITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSeA) 

Re Bureau latter to Albany, ET AL, 8/25/67, 
captioned "Counterintelligence Progrrun~ Black Nationnlist
Hate Groups t Internal Security"; Bureau airtel to Albany, 
ET ALJ 3/4/68, captioned "Counterintelligence Program. 
Black Nationalist-Hate Groups, Racial Intelligencelt and 
Bureau ... tel to Albany, ET AL, 6/5/78. cnption~d as aboveo 

Enclosed herewith are copies of serials 3~ 5, and 
7 of Jackson file 100-980. Said file is conce~ing same 
matter as set forth in referenced communications dated 
8/25/67 and 3/4/68. 

. Review of above file was made for the period 
8/25/67 through 12/31/68, and only for information 
concerning Dr. l>1ARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. and The Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 

2, - Bureau (Ene. 6) 
Ll' - Jackson . 
AJt~/dgf -.:~/> L-
(3) , It 

CONFIDENTIAL _·~ ___ E~RI~AL __ ._ ATTACHE~ 

Searched ..... ____ ~-
Serialized ,Pt./ 
Indexed if+; 

Filed IC.~ 

65994 Docld:32989168 Page 
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•• 
VZCZChQu [,/(;5, 

uo AT 13H JiJKI(·,LS dE l'il'J iWSL \tJF 

DE dQ- ('!r.185 1652149 
\ 

jijY EEEEE. 

u lA2~"2:5Z JUi·! 7;~ 

Fi·jDLH_CTOR FBI (62-117290) 

1D FBI ATLAlHA' I.·li·1EDIAtE 

FB I JACKSON h'll j,-:[, iAY f 

FBI K tWXV ILLE I!·j\)l~.:D L~ T ~ 

FBI LlJUISVILLE II"h'12DIATE· 

FBI MIAMI IMMEDI~TE 

, FBI CT' 
,;:) - . LOUIS H1MEDIATE 

\ 

FBI WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE IMMEDIAT[ 

BY 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

HOUSf S~LiCT COM~ITTEF ON 

M;:;SA, By LETTE'R DATED ,JUi~E '12, 1978, ,\iC-.)U[STED THAT THE 

( 

A 

FIELDOFFIC[ fILES ON T};E SQUTJrEr?tl STATES. HirUsTRIAL COUNCIL 

FOR THE PLduD 1956-197[( FRO:'J ATLAlHA, bIiMIi~GHAi'tf, JACKSO_i~,(j2=SIf~f -25 
, . "~~' 

• SEARCHED a~NOEXED 
SERIALIZE FILED~..L-J:;JE--I 

JUN 141978 
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PAGE HIIO Di: HQ 0085 UNCL4S E F' T 0 

KlW;{VILLE, LOUISVILLE, l\lEYIPHIS, ,HAH " ;'J',::W ORLEAt,lS, 3T·: LUUIS, 

Ai~D _ WASHINGTO['; FI,,:LD OFFICE, BE PR01JILED on A PtiIORITY f:LL\SIS. 
, 

j"{1~CEIVn·IG OFFICE~ Ai{E ?'I::QUESTfJ> TO 3FAr:CH FO;:{ Aiqy FILES 

GH HEFE.F:EiJCE!:> on Tli~: SOUTHE~N STATE.S l~·}j)USTHIAL COUUCIL fOR THC 

? Li\lUO -1956- 1978. M1Y [!,AT E:K IAL- L ()CA TED. 0 li T hI::i SUBJECT S JiuUL.D 

-r)E GUPLICATED Ai\)D OilE. COPY FU1~ilISHt'D TO F81 HcADQUMHERS " 

j-H 

\ 
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• " 

, '" 

00 AT 13;, J N NO SL. ':\IF 
:' . 

DE HQ: f~{2185 
r 

/' 

./" 

.' . . ' 

FifJ DIRECTOR FBI (68-117290) 

PBI BIR~INGHAM IM~EDIArE / 
/' , 

FBI JACKSON IMMEDIATE 
~81 ~NOXVILLE IMMEDIATE ,1'1 

," , 

FBI ~EMPhIS IM~EDIATE . ". 

"', ' ----I , 
F31 ~[U,ORLEANS, IMMEDIATE , '" 

II 

~-- ?B I ST" LOU IS Ui"'lE,D J.A'n: 
;-)31 '.MSHIHGTON FIELD OFF)CE'II'WiEDI!\TE' 

. '. 

f' .... 

" -UNCLAS EFT o· / - - . 

. f;OUSi S£LECr~Oi'mIIi'(E UN ·ASSABS~fiS(HSCA) . .. 

HSCA \J 3Y LETIEH DAtED J~i~E 12~.·.i 9.7g~ HEQUESTED n;AT THt: 

FI ELDCFFTCE FILES. ON THE SOUT l-iErlif STAtES I ND U~JT'H rAt C OUt-JGlL 

Fcm THE PEHIOD 
,,' 

,[ 9:5 6:---1 $)78 

. ,. 

JUN 111918 
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! . 

..t " , 

·)f .. Li · .. ·.,'·'1 't .. ~- 9 ... · ..... z.tJv lrtt\t'l""'-.. ~·J·/'I.l·· I ·····.A':··'-D·' (r"l'~ ·~1·'-';'''. 1~'tL"B'J~'lI"'T ~'J""n'I' f '~,n,ti.;l..J 1 )'6·'1" u..'j~ Al'l Ij!-/,tf.K .H.:'" Lt:~l." .. dt'" '. ,:,,1'< 1 tu~;. .':J It l .. \J .. ~llUU ..... ) 

BE DUPLICATED AND ONE 'CQ~Y FURNISHED TOFEI HEADQUARTE~S, 
,.' 

i 
ElI' 

.. , 

'. 

, , 

. \ 
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FD-36 <Rev. 7-27-76) 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

Q;J Teletype 

D Facsimile 

D kirtel 

• PRECEDENCE: 

D Immediate 

OCJ Priority 

D Routine 

FBI • CLAS SIFICATION: 

D TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

DE F T 0 

r!J ~K~XNX UNCLAS 

Date 6/19/78 
-------------------------------------------------------

F,M: JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RMD 

BT 

UNCLAS 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). BUDED: 

JUNE 19, 1978. 

RE FBIHQ TELETYPE, JUNE 14, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, TO 

SELECTED FIELD OFFICES. 

REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED INFORMATION CONCERNING 

"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL". 

A REVIEW OF ELSUR AND GENERAL INDICES, JACKSON OFFICE, 

HAS FAILED TO REVEAL FILES AND/OR REFERENCES UNDER THE NAME 

"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL". 

FOR FBIHQ INFORMATION, ABOVE SEARCH REVEALED SEVERAL 

REFERENCES CONCERNING "SOUTHERN STATES UNDERGROUND NEWSPAPER O~ 

PRESS CONFERENCE". 

(,1) - Jacksori (62-544) 
;JAW/va~? --' 
(1)1~ 

"SOUTHERN STATES TELEPHONE INDUSTRY ;uo 
&,;;J - 5f1-.-

Searched --;r7::::#""-= 
Serialized;.;p.; : 
Indexed 
FiIAd --rlJ~rr.-~---

- I 
W~ \F\,\~ , 

Approved: ----If{~. '-J.IJ,-,,~+--'-i.--,--,/}~· __ . Tr a ns m itted --'-OL..:.O=..'2_----=d.:::..L.S/f:-/-II_Z""':/'O---
(Number> (Time) 

GPO : 1977 0 - 225-539 
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) 

..,~. 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

og Teletype 

o Facsimile 

o Ajrtel 

• PRECEDENCE: 

o Immediate 

!XJ Priority 

o Routine 

FBI • CLASSIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

o CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

I!J ~K~XItX UNCLAS 
Date 6/19/78 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I -------------------------------------------------------

FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RMD 

BT 

UNCLAS 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). BUDED: 

JUNE 19, 1978. 

RE FBIHQ TELETYPE, JUNE 14, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, TO 

SELECTED FIELD OFFICES. 

REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED INFORMATION CONCERNING 

"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL". 

A REVIEW OF ELSUR AND GENERAL INDICES, JACKSON OFFICE, 

HAS FAILED TO REVEAL FILES AND/OR REFERENCES UNDER THE NAME 

"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL". 

FOR FBIHQ INFORMATION, ABOVE SEARCH REVEALED SEVERAL 

REFERENCES CONCERNING "SOUTHERN STATES UNDERGROUND NEWSPAPER OVJ.I 

PRESS CONFERENCE". "SOUTHERN STATES TELEPHONE INDUSTRY ~ 
/' 
1 - Jackson (62-544) 
JAW/va~~ 
(l)'I'i'~ 

Approved: --+-j{..L.;!f--l!:1J+~~-
/ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) , • • FBI 
r-
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 

o Teletype o Immediate o TOP SECRET 
o Facsimile o Priority o SECRET 
o Airtel o Routine o CONFIDENTIAL 

o EFTO 

o CLEAR 

Date ---------i 

PAGE TWO IN 62-544 UNCLAS 

LEADERS DELEGATION" AND "SOUTHERN STATES FOREST PRODUCTS 

INDUSTRY LEADERS TOUR"; HOWEVER, FROM INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT 

THIS TIME, THERE IS NO INDICATION SAID REFERENCES ARE IDENTICAL 

TO "SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL". 

BT 

Approved: _______ _ Trans mitted --:::--::--,-------: __ --::-:---:--__ 
(Number) (Time) 

Per _____ _ 

GPO : 1977 0 - 225-539 
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J N0002 16921l0Z 

PP HQ 

DE IN 

P 192111Z JUN 78 

M JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) 'PRIORI TY 

ATTE NT 10 N: CO NGRESS 10 NAL INQUIRY U NI T, RMD 

BT 

UNCLAS 

• 

HOUSE SELECT COr.l£t1ITTEE 0 N ASSASSI NATIONS (HSCA). B UDED·: 

JUNE 19, 1978. 

RE FBIHQ.TELETYPE, JUNE 14, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, TO 

SELECTED FIELD OFFI CES. 

REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED I NFORi1ATIO r~ CONCER NI NG 

"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL". 

A REVIEtv OF ELSUR AND GENERAL INDICES, JACKSON OFFICE, 

HAS FAILED TO REVEAL FILES AND/OR REFERENCES UNDER THE NAME 

"SOUTHER N STATES INDUSTRIAL COU NCIL ". 

FOR F'BIHQ INFORf.1ATION, ABOVE SEARCH REVE:ALED SEVERAL 

REFERENCES CONCERNI~B '''SOUTHERN STATES UNDERGROUND NEvJSPAPER 

PRESS CONFERENCE". "SOUTHERN STATES TELEPHONE INDUSTRY @ 

&~-5~1-_Ot~ 

_ NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 38 
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• 
PAGE HIO J N 62-544 U iIICLAS 

LEADERS DELEGATION" AND "SOUTHERN STATES FOREST PRODUCTS 

I NDUSTRY LEADERS TOUR"; HOHEVER, FRQ[~ I NFORrrlATIO N AVAILABLE AT 

THIS TUlE, THERE IS NO INDICATION SAID REFERENCES ARE IDENTICAL 

TO nSOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL". 

BT 

1702018HQ 1 

. W 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 39 



'Indices ~arch Slip 
PO-lSO (Rev. 3-23-71) 

Address Birth Date 

'" 

Birthplace Sex o Male 
DF'emale 

U Exact Spelling 

~All References 

c==JMaln Criminal Case Fil~s Only c=:JRestrict to Locality o~~ 
CJ Criminal References Only 19fi"'&! -" '7d 

c=:IMaln Subversive Case Files Only 

r::::=:J Subversive References Only 

File & Serial Number 

Requested by 

Reviewed by 

File Review Symbols 

c=J Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive ~eferenCes) 
CJ Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks 

quad 

(date) 

date) 

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable 
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference *G.P.O.1972-471-961 
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f .~:. r . . 

VZCZCHQ0122 

RR J N 

DE HQ01222101035 

ZNR UUUUU 

R 282030 Z JUL 78 

• . .~/' 

FM DIRECTOR FB I (62-117290) 

TO FBJ JACI(SON (62-544) ROUTINE 

BT 

HOUSE'SELECT COt·1!ilI TTEE 0 N A-SSASSI N?\ TI 0 NS 

1978. 

• 

BUDED 

REB UTEL TO' JA'CKSO N~ [11AY 24, 1978,. J ACKSO N TELETYPE TO 

BUREAU ,MAY' 26, 19780 

HSC A IN ITS CONTINUING INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSIl'JA-, 

TIONS OF JOHN F. 'KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER.KING, JR., REQUESTED 

THAT THE THREE INFORMANTS REFERRED TO IN THE FOLLOWING SERIALS 

BE CONTACTED AND REQUESTED TO SUBt\1IT TO INtERVIEl;} BY THE COi·1-

M1TTEE: 

!sER IAL 1 : B UFILE 157-1654-~~~. PAGE 18, PARAGRAPH 20 

SER IAt 2: B UFILE 157-'16_54-2~ ~ PAGE 21 ~ PARAGRAPH 3. 
.-' . - "", .. " 

SER I AL 3 : BUFILE 157-1654-23 'I PAGE 25, PARAGRAP H 4. 

NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 41 
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71 
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\ \'" I 

1'. t· • • PAGE TWO DE HQ 0122 UNCLAS 

THE HSCA ALSO REQUES~ED THAT THE BUREAU SOLICIT THESE 

INFORMANTS TO EXECUTE' A WAIVER OF RELEASE OF ALL THEIR HEAD
\ 

QUARTERS AND FIELD OFFICE FILES.' 

THE AB,OVE SERIALS ARE LOCATED I N JACKSON REPORT OF SA 
I" 

THOf/lAS E. BURG, DATE,D AUGUST 9,1968, AND CAPTIONED "SA[\1 

HOLLOv/AY BOt,)ERS, JR., AKA, R~~KLAN.': THE JACKSON FILE. (\UMBER 

IS jN 157-18. 

!
~ I 

/ . r 

r -

INFORi)1ATION IN SERIAL REQUEST 1 VJAS FURNISHED BY IN 184-R,' 

BUFILE 17-733, JA-GK;ON-~I~E~~ OPERATED BETW£EI~ -~O~EMBE~, I j 
1965, AND ~'1ARCH, 19730 -

INFOR I']ATION IN SERIAL REQUESTS 2 AND ;3 \I]AS FURNISHED BY 

IN 340-R (PROB), BUFILE 170-1565, JACKSON FILE 170-459, OPERATED 

BETVJEEN AUGUST, 1967 AND APRIL, 1973. 

IN 340-R PER. REFERENCED 'JACKSON cotvmuNICATION HA,S ALREADY 

DECLINED TO BE I,NtERVIEvJED BY HSCA. 

FE I HQ FILES CO NTAI N NO I NFORfvj ATIO N REG ARD I lin CURR E NT W HER E

AS 0 U T S 0 F FOR M ER J N ) 84 - R • ' 

JACKSON LOCATE AND INTERVIE~J~]~~La~TO DETERt/iINE 

IF HE HAS ANY OBJECTION TO HIS IDENTITY~ BErN3 DISClO'SED TO THE 
/ 

J-lSCA AND IF HEIJJOUlD BE I;.J1LlING TO BE INTERVIE\,JED BY A REPRE~ 

, , 

NW 65994 Docld:32989768 Page 43 __ , _____ ~, ___________ ~a_b _____ ~_, ____________ ~ .................. . 



NW 

j ·.!,;-t 
;.,. \., • 

PAGE THREE DE HQ 0122 UNCLAS 

. SENTATIVE OF THE HSCA. INFORt"lANT'. SHOULD BE TOLD THAT IF HE 

AGREES TO DISCLOSURE, -HE HAS NO GUARANTEES FROrV] THE FBI OR THE 

. HSCA OF HH'1UNITY OR CONFIDENTIALITY, THAT THE FBI IS NOT RESPON

,SIBLE. FOR \'lHAT RESULTING ACTION THE HSCA ["JAY TAKE; AND THAT TO 
{- . 

DATE THE FBI HAS NOT ADVISED' THE HSCA- OF -HIS FORfI'JER INFORM?\t~T 

- STATUS, AND THAT THE HSCA !\lAY HAVE INFORf1ANT'S IDENTITY BASED-

ON A REVIEW OF THE FBI'S ASSASSINATION IfIJVESTIGAIION FILE. 
, 

IF INFORftJANT IS AGREEABLE TO DISCLOSURE, A HITNESSED, 

SIGNED WAIVER SHOULD BE OBTAI NED, WORDED SO AS TO AUTHORIZE THE 

FBI TO RELEASE ANY AND ALL FILES (FBI A{lJU FIELD OFFICE?' CoN-

CER NI NG ,HI !V1SEL F TO THE HSCA, I NeLUDI NG THOSE RECORDS PER TAl N1 ~JG 

TO ANY CONFIDENTIAL RELATIONSHIP THEYlviAY HAVE HAD WITH THE FBI. 
, 

IF INFORfiiANT DESIRES HIS IDENTITY NOT BE DISCLOSED, HE 

SHOULD BE TOLD THAT THE FBI \'1ILL DO ALLIN ITS pmJER TO PROTECT 

HIS IDENTITY; HOllJEVER, ,HIS FILE COULD BE SUBJECT TO CONGRES

SIONAL SUBPOENA. 

JACKSON SUTEL TO FBIHG1, CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS 

NANAGE{tIEiH DIVISION, RESULTS OF CONTACT \<JITH INF'OR!'1ANT AND 

FORl:JARD t-U\IVER, IF OBTAI NED, BY SEPARATE CO['1MUNICATION •. 1 F 

Ii~FORfIII~NT 'HAS RELOCATED, SET' FORTH APPROPRIATE LEADS TO EFFECT 

1Jo<~ld::119~J911)8 Page 44 --..---
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PAGE FOUR -DE HQ 0122 UNCLAS 

I NTERVIE~j. 

BT 

0122 

. 2011040Z IN 2. 
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"'. ~t~;j' 

.. ' 
, , 

, RH IN 
,,' 

DEHQ ,0U~~ 21.0102i5 

1<1'.j DIRECr.OR FBI ' (62-1l72~0) 

ElI 

UNCLAS ' 

197"8 .. 

r:.1'pt'Al' -'M/,v 6.'~ 't...,IUI.1o.1~'.J I, t':nJ., 4)~~ 1978 .. 

3E CO rJTACTIW, fHJ1) REC0.l1ESTED TO 

filITTEE~ , 
" 

SERIilL ! ~ B UFI LE ,15 7-165J~-23, , 

,SEE If\L ' .. ..., ... 
( .. ' "=' B UFtLE 157- !fS·54 ""2,3 9 

'S£B I t~L 3: BUFILE 1 r.7-1 6~".4 -,,~. ,',J, • :.> ,-,d, 

Page 46 

• 

PI'jG'E' la, PARAGRAPH 

P[.\GE 21 I> PAHAGH{~PH 

PAGE ~> '" ~, .. ) , PAR j\,GR (-\P H 

" 

f \. 

", 1.':; .. 

,J. 

~. 

-'" 

.,1,p d 
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'. ~.,., • 

9E·HC 0122 21D1035 

1S1!}. 

Hse A IlJ ITS COtlTINUrr~G l:NESTIGf.\'rrOO H'~TO THE t\S~f~BS!t~fl-

SErtlAL. 1; B UFIL~ 157-1654-23; PnG£: 

GEnI(.\L ~. .. 13 tHiILE 157--!\554-23, Pf.:GE .... " 

SEHIAL 3~ BUFILE 157-16!J4 ... ~3, PAGE 

1£ ~' 

21 , 

1'):-.... ~ , 

? .W: Mm riP H 2(0 

P t:Ji ~~.c. n (~p H "l: ve 

P~h.AGHnPH 4~ 

(P2-S~tt-u 
0-' 6'-~ 

JUL !.! ,I -;q78 
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BT 
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I 
! 

t PAGE TtJO DE 

IiWOBl1t~~;YS TO EKECU![ I'. \'~t:IV!.:.h OF ;cELEP~2a: OF ALL THEIR HEftD-

, 

Tl!Di'lAS E~ UUl;Q, D/lTE!) fiuaUST 9, 19136 1 1~1:}) Ct\P7IO(jED \TSP,~·l 

HBCi\ fH:D IF HE ~lOULD BE UILLIW3 TO DE I :,1'£F;VIEiJZD BY t', Rf~pnL-
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• • 
SE~:rA1'!\jE OF THE HSCA If IrJFOfiilM1T :3HOULD BE 10LD rHfll' .I 17 HE 

I:, Dt;'fE THE FDI HP3 ~~OT t-iD1IISED THE U:.7.Cl l OF hIS FOU,jet? I~:;FOfd1t~r~r 

SYf.\l'U:J, Ar~D 1'H~)1' nm; HGC{~ ilftY HAVE lt~rOr.;ii!d~T~~3 IDEGl'ITY 3!d3Z.u 



(; , • JN0003 214 0715Z 

fiR HQ 

D~ IN 

R 01 230£ AUG 78 

FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR Fa I (62-117290) ROUT I NE 

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT ~ RECORDS £t1ANAGEMENT DIVISION 

at 
UNCLAS 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA); BOOED : 

AUGUst 4, 1978. 

RE D lRECTOR TELETYPE JUl.. Y 28, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. 

REVIEW OF DEA~H RECORDS, stATE OF MISSISSIPPI, AOOUST 1, 1978, 

REFLECTS FORMER IN 184-R NOW DECEASED .. 



~-

FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) ,- It FBI 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 
Q9 Teletype o Immediate o TOP SECRET 
o Facsimile o Priority o SECRET 
0 Qg Routine o CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

00 3 
IiJ CLEAR 

Date 8-1-78 
~------------------------------------------------------

FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DXRECTOR FBI (62-117290) ROUTINE 

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

BT 

UNCLAS 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA); BUDED: 

AUGUST 4, 1978. 

RE DIRECTOR TELETYPE JULY 28, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. 

REVIEW OF DEATH RECORDS, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, AUGUST 1, 1978, 

REFLECTS FORMER JN184-R NOW DECEASED. 

BT 

l~ - Jackson 
'JAW!kbn 
(1!\ __ 

\' 

Approved: 6/ q¢ 

\ 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

•• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON 

SPC, KELLY R. HUGHES 

BILL WILSON, 
INFO CONCERNING 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 8/18/78 

MR. WILLIAM D. GLADEN, RT. 1, BOX 205H3, OCEANS 
SPRINGS, MISS. PH #875-3518, telephonically contacted 
this office at 1:15 A.M. instant date to furnish the 
following info: 

On 8/17/78 at 11:45 P.M. he was telephonically 
contacted by BILL WILSON,. W/M, 46 years of age,an 
employee of his, who requested to meet with he and his 
wife. MR. GLADEN met with WILSON at a card and gift 
shop owned by him in Oceans Springs, Ms. 

MR. WILSON told MR. & MRS. GLADEN about how he 
killed MARTIN LUTHER KING. WILSON went into one hour 
of details of the plan to kill KING. 

MR. GLADEN advised that he rented part of his 
shop to WILSON in ~uly 1978 to operate a watch repair 
service. WILSON told the GLADEN'S he was sorry for the 
expense he caused them in setting up his watch repair 
business but he had to get this off his chest. He 
stated that. the sheriff from Memphis, Tenn. was the 
only person he would surrender to and that this Memphis, 
Tenn, sheriff was to meet him at the Hol~day Inn, Biloxi, 
Miss. morning of 8/18/78. 

MR. GLADEN said WILSON '. ,its a very intelligent man 
and although he was drinking at time of meeting he thinks 
WILSON is seriou's about the murder of KING. 

G:,2- s,"- 30 
KRH 

0-'" dA. 
I -, , 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan FBI/DOJ 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

NW 

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Mem.orandum 
SAC, JACKSON 

SPC, KELLY R. HUGHES 

BILL WILSON, 
INFO ·CONCERNING 

e . 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

J)ATE: 8/18/78 

MR. WILLIAM D. GLADEN, RT. I, BOX 205H3, OCEANS 
SPRINGS, MISS. PH #875-3518, telephonically contacted 
this office at 1:15 A.M. instant date to furnish the 
following info: 

On 8/17/78 at 11:45 P.M. he was telephonically 
contacted by BILL WILSON,. i<[/M, 46 years of age, an 
employee of his, who requested to meet with he and his 
wife. MR. GLADEN met with WILSON at a card and gift 
shop owned by him in Oceans Springs, Ms. 

MR. WILSON told MR. & MRS. GLADEN about how he 
killed IVIARTIN LUTHER KING. WILSON went into one hour 
of details of the plan to kill KING. 

MR. GLADEN advised~that he rented part of his 
·shop to WILSON in ~uly 1978 to operate a watch repair 
service. WILSON told the GLADEN'S he was sorry for the 
expense he caused them in setting up his watch repair 
business but he had to get this off his chest. He 
stated that. the sheriff from Memphis, Tenn. was the 
only person he would surrender to and that this Memphis, 
Tenn, sheriff was to meet him at the Holiday Inn, Biloxi, 
Miss. morning of 8/18/78. 

MR. GLADEN said WILSON . is a very intelligent man 
and although he was drinking at time of meeting he thinks 
WILSON is serious about the murder of KING. 

KHH Co 2,- 5'1'1-3 D 

O~ J):J/L 

[)ocld:329391~~P~~ ~vings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan FBIIOOJ 



FD/":: (Rev. 3-24-77) 

' ..... 
" TRANSMIT VIA: 

[J: Teletype 

o Facsimile 

0------

• PRECEDENCE: 

[Xl Imm~diate 

o Priority 

o Routine 

FM JACKSON (62-544) 

FBI • CLAS SIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

D CONFIDENT1AL 

DEFTO 

~ CLEAR 
8-18-78 

Date --------i 

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

DIVISION 

MEMPHIS IMMEDIATE 

BT 

UN.CLAS 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON AS:SASSI.NATIONS (HSCA). 

RE JACKSON TELE~KONE CALL TO FBI HQ, AUGUST 18, 1978. 
:]) 

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, 1:15 A.M., MR. WILLIAM%. GLADEN, 

ROUTE 1, POST OFFICE BOX 205H3, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSI~PI, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 875-3518, TELE~HONICALLY ,CONTACTED 

THE JACKSON FBI OFFI,CE AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION: 

ON AUGUST 17, 1978, 11:45 P.M., GLADEN WAS TELEPHONICALLY 

CONTACTED BY BI:LL WILSON, WHITE MALE, 46 YEARS OF AGE, 

EMPLOYEE OF ~LADEN, WHO REQUESTED TO MEET WITH GLADEN J I 

~...., Jackson 
~W!kbn 

(I) 

Approved, J~;r -«J 
NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 55 

Co L- 5'-1,,41 

Transmitted ~CO~!-L~-It~£~1~'---!~=--
(Number) (Time) 



FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) • • .,"4 FBI 

.. TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 

o Teletype o Immediate o TOP SECRET 

o Facsimile o Priority o SECRET 

0 o Routine o CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

o CLEAR I 
I 

Date : 
-----------------------------------------------------

PAGE TWO IN 62-544 UNCLAS 

AND WIFE. GLADEN AND WIFE MET WILSON AT A CARD AND GIFT 

SHOP OWNED BY GLADEN IN OCEAN SPRINGS, ~ISSISSIPPI. 

WILSON ADVISED MR.. AND MRS. GLADEN ABOUT HOW HE 

KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING. ~OR AN HOUR WILSON PROVIDED 

DETAILS CONCERNING THE PLAN TO KILL KING. 

GLADEN ADVISED THAT HE RENTED PART OF HIS SHOP TO 

WILSON IN JULY, 1978, TO OPERATE A WATCH REPAIR SERVICE. 

WILSON TOLD THE GLADENS HE WAS SORRY .FOR THE EXrENSES 

HE CAUSED THEM IN SETTING UP HIS WATCH RErAIR BUSINESS 

BUT HE HAD TO GET THIS OFF OF HIS CHEST. HE STATED 

THAT THE SHERIFF FROM MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WAS THE ONLI 

PERSON HE WOULD SURRENDER TO AND THAT MEMPHIS, 

TENNESSEE, SHERIFF WAS TO ~ET HIM AT THE HOLIDAY .INN, 

BILOXI', MISSISSIPPI, MORNING Olr AUGUST 18, 1978. 

GLADEN ADVISED THAT WILSON IS A VERY INTELLIGENT 

MAN AND ALTHOUGH HE WAS DRINKING AT THE TIME THE MEETING 

TOOK rLACE, HE THINKS WILSQN IS SERIOUS ABOUT THE MURDER 

or KI'NG. 

LHM FOLLOWS. 

BASED ON DESCRIPTIVE DATA AVAILABLE, THE NAME BILL 

Approved: ______ _ Transmitted ---,-_----:-__ =:---:---- Per ____ ~ 
(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) 

.~ • FBI 

.. TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: 

o Teletype o Immediate 

o Facsimile o Priority 

0------ o Routine 

1?lV~E THREE IN 62-544 UNCLAS 

• CLAS SIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

D CLEAR 

Date _______ -; 

WILSON NOT IDENTIFIABLE THROUGK JACKSON OF~ICE INDICES. 

BT 

Approved: _______ _ Trans mitte d ----:-:-:------: __ ----:::::-:---:--__ Per ____ ~-
(Number> (Time) FBI/DOJ 
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• • . . 

00 

1886.3 62 

JWO 001 2.301650Z 

- 00 HQ 

DE J N 

00 1886.36Z AUG 78 

,H1 JACKSOi'; (62-544) 

TO DIRECTOH (62-117290)-' Ir1t1EDIATE 

ATTENTIO~1i COfllGRESSIONAL INQljIHY UNIT, RECORDSf'lANAGEMEiH 

DIVISION 

MEMPHIS IMMEDIATE 

BT 
-~ . 

U NeLAS 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEk ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). 

REJACKSOr~ TELEPHONE CALL TO FBIHQ,'AUGUST 18, 1'978. 
• r 

'ON AUGUST 18, 1978, 1 :,15 A.'~l., r'JRo\.:JILLIAi1~. GL{l.DEl~, 
nOUTE 1, POST OFFICE BOX i05H.3 i OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, 

TELEPHONE i~Ur'1B ER87 5-.3 518 , TELEPHONICALLY CO [liT A CTED 

THE JACKSON FBI OFFICE AND 'FURNISHED THE FOLLOVJING 

I i~FOP.f1 AT 1'6 l~: 

O~~ AUGUST 17,' 1978,11:45 p.r1., GLADEN WAS TELEPHONICALLY 

CONTACTED BY-BILL WILSO~, WHITE MALE,· 46XEARS 

H1PLOYEE OF GLADEN, \'JHO REQUESTED TO MEET WITH 

, NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page ~ 



,. • ,;." . '-\~ 

PAGE TWO IN, 62-544 UNCLAS 

AND iVIFE. GLADEN A~lD \VIFE {yIET \VILSOi'V AT A CARD A:~D GIFT 

SHOP O\.J ['JED BY GLP.DEN IN bCEA N SPRI NGS, l"IISSISSIPPI. 

HILSON ADVISED 11R.AND (I)RS. GLADEN ABOUT HQl.l/ HE 

KILLED (1AFrTIi~ LUTHEH KING. FOCi AN HOUR \.jlLSO[~ PFiOVIDED 

DETAILS CO l\j~ER I~I NG THE PLA [I) TO KILL' KI NG. 

GLADE~ ADVISED THAT HE RENTED ,PART OF HIS SHOP TO 

~nLSOl\J Ii~ JULY, 1978, TO OPERATE A WATCH REP/UR,SERVICE.' 

WILSON TOLD THE GLADENS HE WAS SORRY FOR THE EXPENSES 
/ 

HE CAUSED THHiIN SETTING UP HIS ,\v~.TCH REPAIR BIJSINE.SS. 

BUT' HE HAD TO (JET THIS OFF OF HIS CHEST. HE STATED 

THAT THE SHEfHF'F FROf'! r1El1PHIS, 'TENNESSEE, t~AS THE ONLY 

PERSON HE tJOULD SURRENDER TO AND THAT r'1E[1PHIS, 

TENNESSEE, SHERIFF WAS TO MEET HIM AT THE HOLIDAY INN,' 

B I L OX I, ItJI S SIS SIP PI, M 0 Fl N I!~G 0 F AUG US T 1 8, 1 97 8 • 
'. / ~ 

GLADEN ADVISED 'THAT \"~L?O N IS A VERY I NTELLIGElilT ' 

!r1A:~ A;~D ALTHOUGH HE WAS DR-I NKI NG AT THE TIME THE 1·1££TI NG 

TOOX PLACE, HE THINKS WILSON IS SERIOUS ABOUT THE MURDER 

OF KI ~IG. 

LHr] FOLLOWS •. 

BASED O_N DESCRIPTIVE DATA AVAILABLE, THE NAfvJE BILL 

NW 65994 Docld:32989768 Page 59 
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• • . .. 'II. 

PAGE THREE IN 62-544 UNCLAS 

WILSON NOT IDENTfFIABLE THROUGH JACYSON OFFICE I\~DICES. 
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I 

H1 l'lEl\lPiHS (44-1'987 SUB ~1) (P) 
\ 

TO DIRECTOR (44-3Sg61) IMMEDIATE 

JACKSON IMMEDIATE 

SAN ANTONIO IMMEDIATE 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UiHT; ROOr~ 8988, JEH BUILDING., 

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF)I SHELBY COUNTY 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, l'1EiViPHIS, TENNESSEE, FURNISHED FOLLOWING: 
, I 

AT APPROXH1ATEL:Y ,9:15 Pl'1 ON AUGU,ST 17, 1978, AN INDIVIDUAL 

\·/HO IDENTIFIED HHISELF AS BURGESS AUDIE HILSO', TELEPHONICALL'y !7J 
CONTACTED SHERIFF BAR KSDALEAT THE SHELBY~OU NTY SHERIFF'S "i;f77) 
OFFICE SUB-STATION" ME~lPHISi TENNESSEE. trJILSON FURNISHED SHERIFF~/ 

.BAR}{SDALE BACKGR01JND Ii~FORt~ATION REGARDI fIAJ ,BARKSDALE AND INFOR

(ijATIOill REGAHDING PERSONS KNO\I/N TO BARKSDALE AS ~lEMBERS OR FORf1ER' 
I 

MEMBERS OF THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEI:1PHIS, 
, \ 

IN vlHICH BARKSDALE HAS BEEN ACTIVE FOR 26 

/ 
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INFORivlATIO['J REGARDING PLP.CES AND TfHPS HE HAD f1ADE WITH BARKSDALE 

vJHICH INDICA~ED THAT tHLSON vIAS ALSO A MEIIJBER OF THE TENNESSEE 

AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS. 

vJILSON INFORMED BARKSDALE HE HAD CO~1~lITTEDA FM10US CRIP1E

THAT HE vIAS THE ~lAN t'1HO KILLED OR •. [·1ARTI N LUTHER KI lit , JR. 

HE RELATED THAT HE 'vIAS THE TRI'GGER' r'fJAN AND vIAS STANDI NG ABOUT 65 

FEET FRO[1 DR. KING IN A POSITION BELOW THE,BALCONY vJHERE DR. ·KING 

. WAS STAl~DING. ABOUT THREE DAYS PRIOR TO THE 'DEATH OF DR. KI [() 

WILSON'S DAUGHTER,ltJHOSE IDENTITY HE DECLINED TO.FURNISH, DROVE 

A I:JHITE £1USTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TO IVJEftiPHIS, 
, 

TENNESSEE. HE IJJOULD FURNISH NO I [~FOR~1ATlON REGARDI NG THE 

STORAGE OR USE OF THIS \AjHITEI1USTANG AFTER THE [vlUSTANG REACHED 

{y1Ef.1PHIS, TENNESSEE. HE DECLINED TO FURNISH ANY INFORMATION 

,REGARDING THE CIRCUlfJSTANCES AND THE EVENTS LEADIl\K3 UP TO T,l~E 

KILLI[~G OF DR. KING OTHER THAN NOTED ABOVE, BUT STATED THAT 

Ii~FORP1AtION FURNISHED BYJAf'1ES EARL RAY IS ACCURATE. 
, 

tVILSO N REQUESTED THAT SHERIFF BARKSDALE r,1EET HIM AT THE 

HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, [vIISSISSIPPI, AT' 9: 30 M1, AUGUST 20, 

1978. ,BARKSDALE WAS INSTRWCTED TO ENTER THE DINING ROOM AT THE 

HOLIDAY n}N vJITHQUT A. COAT AND THAT vJILSON I'/OULD SURB/ENDER TO 
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HH1 THERE. HE INSISTED THAT BARKSDALE B,E ALONE, THAT HE NOT 

BE' fvlISTREATED AFTER HE SURREi~DERED AND THAT BARKSDALE NOT 

INFORf1 THE FBI, AND IF BETRAYED, HE lvOULD NOT SURRENDER. , 

,WILSON DECLINED TO FURNISH BARKSDALE HIS LOCATION', BUT BARKSDALE 

BELIEVED' THAT IT \vAS A LONG DIS'TANCE TELE:PHor~E CALL •. 

AT APPROXH]ATELY 11 :45 H1, vJILSON AGAIN TELEP'HONICALLY 
, 

CONTACTED BARKSDALE AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOIJJI NG I NFORf'riATION: 

HE HAD A CLEAR CONSCIENCE, HAD TALKEp WITH HIS FAMILY, 

AND \:JAS READY TO 'CO NFESS . TO SHER I FF BARKSDALE ALO NE. HE AG AI N 

REQUESTED SHERIFF BAHKSDALE TO flJEET HH1 AT THE HOLIDAY I NN IN 

GULFPORT, i'l}ISSISSIPPI 9 AT 9 :30 Al'1, AUGUST 18, 1978 IN THE 
,. ". 

D1 m l\~ ROO!\1 \1}1 THOUT HI SCOt:, TON AND ALO NE 0 SHER I FF BAR KSD ALE 

POU~TED OUT TO HIM THAT ,HE, BARKSDALE, WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY 

[,,1EETI NG HH1 AT GULFPORT AT THE APPOINTED TIME A i\D REQUESTED 

THAT THEY /-\RHAl'JGE A MEETI NG AT JACKSON, NISSISSIPPI. WILSON 

COUNTERED BY I NFORMI f\G BARKSDALE THAT BARKSDALE \IJAS A PILOT 

AND HAD ACCESS TO AIRCRAFT AND THAT HE COULD OBTAIt~ .4 PLANE AND 

REACH GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI IN A RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF 

TIME. WILSON ABSOLUT~LY DECLINED TO MEET WITH ~ARKSDALE IN 

JACKSON, rUSSISSIPPI. DURI NG THIS COfWERSATION, WILSOr~ INFORMED 

BARKSDALE THAT HE,VJAS THEi~ IN NEW ORLEJ.H:s, LOUISIANA, A[~D THAt 
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HE COULD REACH GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI IN ABOUT ONE AND oNE'HALF 

HOURS •. 

/ 

! AT APPROXH1P,TELY 9:45 Ar:), AUGUST ~8, 1978, REVERE[~D NOEL 

FANf~ON, PtlSTOR, ST. ELIZI~BETHSETON CATHOLIC CHURC H, OCEA[I] SPRI~GS, 

['illSSISSIPPI, TELEPHONE NUf'JBER 875-0654, TELEPHONICALLY COiIlTACTt:D 

SHERIEF BARKSDALE A.ND FURiHSHED THE FOLLOWING INFOR(yJATION: 

REVEREHD FA N[IJO N WAS I N A CAFE 'I ill O,CEA N SPRI N3S, r'JIS'SISSIPPI 

ON THE)'10Rru[~G OF AUGUST 1,8,1978, HAVIt\t1 BREAKFAST. t,lURGESS 

VI LSO N AP PROA CHED HIffJ AfljD R 2LATED I iWORfilATI 0 ill I NDl CAT lNG HE.:, 

UILSO i~, HAD, SHOT Df( • ['1AR II N LUTHER KING, Jf(. , IN ~lE[(JPHIS, 
/ ' 

TENNESSEE IN APRIL OF 1968. HE INFOFifYJED REVEREND FANNON THAT , , 

HE l.JAS TO [ViEET SHERIFF BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY IlIlN, GULFPORT, 
. 

fiJISSISSlPPl, AND REQUESTED REVEREND FANNON TO FOLLOvJ HIM TO THE 

HO LID A YIN N • 

I 
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WILSON ALSO TALKED \HTH SHERIFF BARKSDALE ON THIS OCCASION 

AND ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING THE FAILURE OF SHERIFF 3ARKSDALE 
\, 

TO {y1EET ~;JITH HIM AT 9:30 AM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AS HE HAD 

PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED. 'SHERIFF BAHI{SDALE INFORt:lED b,IILSON THAT'HE / 

HAD BEEN ON DUTY ALL NIGHT IN CONNECTIoN WITH THE STRIKE 

, IiWOLVING THE ["lEr'1PHIS POLICE 9EPARnlE(~T, AND HAD I NOT, BEEN ABLE 

TO ARRANGE MATTERS SO 'THAT HE COULD ['lEET WITH H1[1 0 BrARKSDALE 

INFORf{lED tHLSON THAT HE IJJOULD ATTEr~PT TO ARRANGE A {'1EETI NG 

WITH HIlvl.· HILSOr'] INFOlir:JED B?I.RKSDALE THAT'HE ~JOULD STAY IN THE 

VICIinTY OF THE HOLIDAY INI~, GULFPORT, AND vJOULD CONTACT THE 

DESK' CLER}( ft.T THE HOLIDAY INN PERIODICALL.Y I(i~ ORDER FOR' 
, \ 

BARKSDALE TO ARRANGE TO riEET vJITH HI11. \!JILSOfll FURlaSHED 

BAHKSDALE TELC:PHONE {~Ul'1BEH 601-864-4310 AS THE TELEPHOlyE NUHBER 

OF A HOLIDAY I i'JN HE tJOULD PEJUODICALLY COliTACT., 

BARKSDALE REPORTED THAT inLSO[\] APPEARED TO BE COHERfd\T 

A[~D THIS IiJFOH[t'jATION'\:JAS ALSO FURNISHEQ TO BARKSDALE BY REVERE-ND 

FA fJlvO [Ii. 

BAT1KSDAJ..E FURNISHED INFORf.1ATION OBTAINED FROi'l THE 3URlZAU 

OF' IDtlHIFICAtIO[·l, SHELBY'COlJNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, Ii~DICATI[JG 

THAT BURGESS AUDIE \'JJLSON, FBI tlJ1JMBER 879 421 E, I:JAS Al1RESTED 

AT THE LOS ANGELES'COU[HY SHERIFF"S OFFICE ON i1iAY 14,1964, 

BY THE r~£['1PHIS POLICE DEPARTl\1E[~T otJ [1AY ,26, 1964"AND BY THE 
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SHELay COUNTY SHERIFF'S ,OFFICE O[~ MAY 27, 1964 AND ['lARCH 24, 

1965, \HTH RESIDE[~CE AT 3612 COVINGTOr~ PIKE, 11Ef'iPHIS'o \<J I LSO t~ , . ,-. 

t'JAS ARRESTED BY THE BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS AUTHORITIES ON JU;'JE 12, 

1972 FbH CO:~n:i!jPT OF COURT DRi~\'lING OUT OF THE CHILD -SUPPORT 

QUESTIO[~ED IN BEXAR COUIHY. AT THE TH'jE \HLSO[~ RESIDED AT 1505 

\"£ST CANYOi~ LAKE DRIVE, CANYO(') LA}(E, TEXAS. HIS ErlPLOYt11Ern 

WAS SHOW~ AS A JEWELER. 

THE FBI FINGERPRINT HECORD INDICATES THAT \IJILSON IS KNOWN 

AS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON 

1931, AT 

HE IS A WHITE MALE BORN AUGUST 28, 

5' 10" TALL, 155 POU[IJDS, BROWN 

EYES AND SROhIN HAIR. HHEN ARRESTED I NI f'lAY OF 1964, HE RESIDED 
l 

AT 3;095 RUS}<I i~ ROAD, fiiEi'JPHIS, TENNESSEE. 

D UR I i~GCO NV-ERSAT 10 l'J iVI ,TH SHERIFF BAR I{SDALE, hlI LSO N r'ND I CATED 

HE' HAS A FATHER-I N-LA\\}, VER NO N, HOOTEN, \'JHO RESIDES AT 3095 
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RUSKIN ROAD,ftJEff]PHIS, TELEPHONE' NUMBER 386-4628 9 A[~D THAT 

HIS FATHER WAS FOR~1ERLY PASTOR AT THE HOLLYUOOD BAPTI'ST CHURCH, 
I . \ 

CHELSEA AND HOLLYVIOOD AVENUES, Nt:!!JPHIS, Ar~D AT THE CENTRAL 

BAPTIST CHURCH, GRENADA, MISSISSI,PPI. 
\ 

ADMINISTRATIVE: HE MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALLS TO BUREAU 

SUPERVISOR DREW CLARK, AUGUST 18, 1978. SUCOP 

[(lE~iPHIS INDICES AND FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE tVILSON., JR., 

1:JA:S ELHlItJATED AS A SUSPECT If~ AN 87 11ATTER IfI)VOLVI!~G THE 

TRANSPORTATION OF JEVJELRY II·) 1973. AT THE TH'i.E, IT 

\vAS DETERrHNEb HE HAD BEEH IN 3USI[~ESSAS THE NORTH STAR DIM10ND 

CIRCLE, VALLEY HILL ~'IALL, SAN AfI)TONIO, TEXAS, FROrYj EARLY 1971 

TO MIDDLE 1971. 

JACKSON AT JACKSON,["lISSIS~3IPPI, WILL CAUSE A REVIE\~ OF. 

R 'ECORDS AT LOG I CAL POLl CE AG E i~CI ES REG AnDr iljG BURGESS AUD I It hi I LSO N, 

JR., FBI. NU[·1BER879-421 E. 

SAN ANTONIO AT BEXAR, TEXAS,1:JILL .REVIBJ APPROPRIATE RECORL)S 

HE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS' AUDIE \vILSON, JR., NOn r~G HE 

WAS BOOKED j~T BEXAR COUNTY JAIL.JUNE 19, 1972, FOR CONTEP'I,PT OF

COURT GROl'il NG OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT QUESTION I N BEXAR COU NTY. 

BT 
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FH HENPHIS (44-1987 SUB (,1) (P) 

TO DlnECTOR (44-.38661) H1HEDIATE 

JffCKSO.r~ INl1EDIt.TE 

BT 

UlJCLAS EFT 0 

A'lT~; CO ~GRESSIO ~Jf.~L IfJQUIRIES U ~a l' ~ nOON 8988, J EH BUI LDI NG e 

or~ AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BAfiitSDALE lr ZHEHIFF", SHELBY' COUNTY 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, NEi'lPHIS, TErH~ESSE[, FURE'aSHED FOLLm-JING: 

AT APPIWXHll\TELY 9:15 PH ON AUGUST 17, 1978, tH; Il~IVIDUAL 

UHO 1D[I')T11'IED HH1SELF AS BURGESS AUDIE UI sot: TELEPHO;U CALLY 

co tlTACTED SHERLFF BARKSDALE AT THE SHELB 

OFFICE SUB-STATIO~J~ nEr1PHIS, TEtnJESS E. t!ILSON FURNISHED SHERIFF 
, " 

Brit: .{SDALE BACI{GFWUrJD HlFORHATIO N REGAHDI tG BAn KSDALE At:D r [WOR

(;jp. TIO:J nEG ARDI t]G PEnSO ~;s IC:':OUN TO BAR KSDALE AS NEi"IBERS OR FORBER 

rlEr-18EflS OF THE !EtmEsSEE AIF~ r!ATIOr~AL GUARD Ul~IT 

H] UHICH BAHi{SDALE HAS BEEN ACTIVE FOR 26 YEAh3. 
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ltJFORHATIO tl REGARD! KG PLACES A lID TRIPS HE HAD t·1ADE tILTH BAA KSDALE 

UHICH r ~JD!eATED THAT \-/ILSO N ~AS ALSO A [lEr1BER OF THE TENNESSEE 

AIR tJATIOtJAL GUARD maT AT HENPJ-f!S. 
, - . 

t'JILSO IJ HWOR~lED BAR·KSDALE HE HAD cot·mITTED A FAHOUS CRUiE-

THAT HE HAS THE UAU tlHO KILLED DR. r'lARTr N LUTHER KI ~ll, JR .. , 

HE RELATED THAT HE ~IAS THE TRIGGER [·lAfJ A~D \'/I\S STANDItJG ABOUl' 65 

FJ;:ET FRQI:l DR. Kl NG IN A POSllIO H BEL.O\"! THE BA~CO Uy UHERE DR. K! t~G 

\lAS STAf~DIlJG. ABQUT THREE DAYS PRIOR TO THE DEATH OF DR. ICIt.:'G 

~lILSO~PS DAUGHTER, ~}HOSE IDENTITY HE DECLINED TO FURNISH, DROVE 

A ~JHITE [1U8fA t'~G rnO£'l KANSAS eI TY, NISSOURI, TO MEt"lPHIS, 

TEiUJES8EE. HE HOULD FURraSH r~o Ir~ttORHATION REGARDING THE 

STORAGE OR USE OF THIS ~jHITE l~WSTt·d1G AFTER THE NUSTIHJG REACHED 

N1!UP HI S, TEtmEsSEE. HE DECLHJED TO FUR tUSH A {~'{ ~ UF'ORf'lATIO N 

REGARDrrx:; THE CIRCUi·1STJ\NCES AfJD THE EVEt-}IS LEJ1DI ~3 UP TO THE 

HILLH'~G OF DR. HI t!G OTHER THAll fJO:,rED ~.BOVE, BUT STATED THAT 

ItJFORi·1ATIO tl F'Ufl rUSHED BY J P.tlES EARL RAY IS A OCURATE. 

tJILSO N REQUESTED THAT SHERIFF' BARKSDALE NEE'f HHo] AT THE 

HOLIDAY I rm, GULFPortr, OISSISSIPPI t AT 9; 30 AH 11 AUGUST 20, 

lS78. B-ARKSDALE tJAS ItJSl'RUCTED TO ENTER THE D! fJI r~'G nOON AT THE 

HOLIDAY INN tlITHOUT It COAT AfJD THill' tHLSOtJ ~JOULD SURRE;~JEf, TO 
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HHl THERE. ~E INSISTED THAT BARKSDALE BE ALOfJE, THAT HE [;OT 

BE HISTREATED AFTER HE SURRE{~DERED fWD THAT BARKSDALE !COT 

H~FOR£.l THE FBI, ArJD IF BETRAYED, HE UOULD rmr SURREnDER. 

tlILSor~ DECLlfJED Tn FURNISH BARI{SDALE HIS LOC-ATIOfJ,' BUI BARKSDALE 

BELIEVED THAT IT HAS A l.ONG DISTA~JCE TELEPHOlJE CALL. 

A! APPROXli~AIELY l1a4f; P('l, \'IIl.SOrJ AGAIN TELEPHotacALl..Y 

COfJTACIED·BARKSDAL·E JHJD FURNISHED THE FOl.LOWlr~G IIJFORt1AIIOU; 

HE HAD A CLEAR conSCiENCE, HAD TAl.KED ~IITH HIS FAt-lILY, 

Af~D \'lAS READY TO COflFESS To SHERIFF BARKSDALE ALOf~E. HE AGAIN 

REQUESTED SHEHfFF BARKSDALE TO ['lEEI HHi AT THE HOLIDAY 11m I U , 

GULFPORt, HISSISSIPPI, AT 9:30 Ml, AUGUST 18, 19'78 It) THE . . 
Dlt~I::G ROOt~ tliTHOUT HIS COAT ON AND ALO~lE. SHERIFF BARKSDALE 

Pc!r~tED OU! TO inn THAT ~E, BARKSDALE, \iOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY 

NEETI en HIN ~\T GULFPO~T AT THE tlPPO! tJTED rUlE A ~D REQUESTED 

THAT rHfiy ARRAtK1E' it tiEETI NG AI JACKSOr;, r·lISSISSIPPI" HILSON 

C9UtJiERED BY 1 tJFORNI t:G BAR KSDALE THAT BARKSDALE WAS A PILOT 
J . 

A~JD HAD ,ACCESS TO AIRCRAFT AND THAT H.E COULD C3TAI~J A PLANE AND 

REACH GULFPORT:, HISSISSIPPI I N A r~ELArIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF 

rUlE •. ' NILSON ABSOLUTELY DECLrr~ED TO NEET ttITH BARKSDALE IU 

JACKSOtl, NISSISSIPPl o DURlt~G THIS corWERSATlotJ, tJIL.SotJ IlJFORNED 

BARKSDALE THAT HE tJi~S THEIl IN NEN ORLEAt:S, LOUISIA~JA, tH!D THAT 
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HE COULD REACH GULFPOR 1', [-lISSISSIPP I I!J ABOUT OHE A lID 0 lJE HALF 

HOURS 0. 

AT APPROXU1ATELY 9:45 A[l, AUGUST 18, 1978, REVEREf~D t:OEL . 
FArmaN, PASTOR; ST •. ELIZABETH ,SETON CATHOLIC CHORe H, OCEA.N SPRIW3S, 

NIssrSSIPPI, TELEPHONE fJUNBER 875-0654, TELEPHor~ICALLY COflTAC'IED 
, . 

SHERIFF BARKSDALE AND FURIUSHED THE [iOLLOUICOCl INFORHAT!Or'i: 

REVEREND FArHJO [~ '!;lAS I N A CAFE I rJ OCEA U SPRI f:.l3S, L·lISSISSIPPI 

Of4 THE NORtJIt:a OF' AUGUST 18. 1978, HAVlt:G BREAKFAST. BURGESS 
, 

UILSOH APPROACHED HIH A~JD REL.ATED INFORfv1ArIOfJ I~JDICATIUG HE, 

\IILSOfJ, HAD SHOT DR. HARTltJ LUTHER l(!r~G, JR., HJ NEr'lPHIS, 

TElHJESSEE H] APRIl. OF 19G8 • . HE I NFORHED REVERE~'JD FAtH:O rJ THAT 

HE h'AS TO mEET SHERIFF BARl\SDALE AT THE,HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, 

NISS!SSIPPI, A [~D REQUE:STED REVER END FA lJ~!O fJ TO FOLLotJ HIM TO THE 

H01.IIM Y nm. 

1 
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WILSO~l ALSO TALltED ~lITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE ON THIS OCCASION 

IUJD ASKED QUESTlot~s REGARDIKG THE FAILURE OF SHERIFF BARKSDALE . "' 

TO N'EET UITH MIl-I AT 9:30 AH Ot: AUGUST 18, 1978, AS HE HAD 
. . 

PREVIOUSLY flE0.UESTED. SHERIFF BttRKSDALE ! tJFQHNED UILSON THAT HE 

HAD BEEfJ 0 N DUTY ALL rUGHT I N CO ~WECTIO r~ UI 'fH THE STR! KE 

HNOLV H~G.. THE HENPHIS POLl CE DEPARIiullHIT ~ A{JD HAD t!O! BEEll ABLE 

TO ARRAt!BE r·1ATTERS sd THAT HE COULD £I1EET UITH HIB. BARKSD'ALE 

IUFORNED ~JILSON THAT HE HOUl.D ATTEt'lPT TO ARRA~~GE A NEE!I [~G 

tILTH HIB. ~lILsOtJ H'FOR[lED BARlfSDALE THAT HE t10ULD STAY III THE 

VI cr UITY OF THE HOLIDAY HJi~, GULFPORT, A r:D ~IOULD ao NTA.CT THE' 

DESK GLEHI\ AT THE HOLIDAY INN PERIODICALLY IN ORDER FOR 

BAnl<SDALE TO ARRAt~GE TO HEET \HTH HH,l. tJILSOlJ FURiJISHED 

BI~fU~SDALE TELEPHO[~E fJUt'JBER GfH-864"'4310 AS THE TELEPHONE· Nm,1B'ER 

OF' A HOLIDAY 1m: HE UOULD PERIODICALLY COlJTAC!. 

BAR KSDALE REPORTED THAT HILSO ~J APPEARED TO BE. COHERENT 

AND THIS IrWOR~'lP. 110 N r/AS ALSO FUR NISHED TO BAA ItSDALE BY REVER E~:.o . 

FAmijON. 

BARKSDALE FURnISHED INFORHATIOtl OBTAI~iED FRml THE BUREAU 

OF IDE[rfIFI C?\TIO Ng SHELBY COUNTY SHERI·FF·S OFF! GE, IrJDI CAT! {~G 

THAT BURG-ESS AUDIE tfLLSON, FBI fruHBER 379 421' E, HAS ARRESTED 

AT THE LOS.ANGELES COUllTY SHERIFFtJS OFFICE ON HAY 14, 1964; 
" 

BY THE ['lEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTr-lENI or! [-lAY ·26, 1964,. A~D BY THE 
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SHELBY COUnTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE ON HAY 27, 1964 ArID l~lARCH 24, 

1965, \111H RESIDE~JCE AT 3G12 COVrr~GTO r: PIlU~, f'lEfolPHIS. UILSO ~i 

tlAS ARRESTED BY THE BEXAR C OU~~TY, TEXAS AUTHORITIES OfJ JUNE 12, 

1972 FOR COflTEN?T OF COURT DRAUI{~ OUT OF THE CHILD SUPPORT 

0UESTIO!~ED IN BEXAR COutlTY. AT rHE TIl-IE 11ILSO~J RESIDED AT 1505 

lIEST CA~~YO'iJ LARE DRIVE, CAlNO IJ LAi{E~ TEXAS. HIS EHPLOYi·1EiJT 

\lAS SHOU IJ AS PI JE\1ELER. 

THE FBI FI t:GERPRHJ1j RECORD r r~DIGATES THAI 1:1ILSO H IS Kt!mJ [~ 

AS BURGESS AUDIE HILSO l, JR. HE IS A t1HlIE r~ALE BORlJ AUGUST 28, 

1931, AT FULTON, rcUe! ISSIPPI, 5' 10" TA1.L, 155 POU~';DS, BROHfJ 

EYES A t:D BFWUN HA ... UHEN ARRESTED I [; nAY OF 1964, HE RESlDED 

AT 305>5 HUS;\! N ROAD t [.1EHPHIS, TENNESSEE. 

DURH~G CCH3VERSArIO~J ~IlTH SHERIFF BARKSDALE, HILSOfJ INDICATED 

HE HAS A FATHER-I ::"LAv} I VEIl t:o n HOOTEll, HHO RESIDES AT 3095 
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RUSKIn ROAD, f-lEt'1PHIS, TELEPHONE tmHBER 3815-4628, AND THAT 

HIS FATHER trIAS FORNERLY PASTOR AT THE HOLL Y\'loon BAPTIST CHURCH, 
/ . 

, /CHELSEA Arm HOLLYUOOD AVElJUES, f.lEOPHIS, AUD AT THE CEtITRAL 

,:} BAPTIST CHURCH, GR,Et:ADA, £IlISSISSIPPI. 
-' ~ ~ 

. ADNl NISTRATIVE:' HE HEt'lPHIS IELEPHO l:E CALLS TO BUREAU 

~~ 'I 

/ t.~EHPHIS, INDIOES At~D FILES REVE,AL BURGESS AUDIE tlILSON, JR., 

1../ tHl.S EtINI'flAtED AS A SUSPECT Itl AU 81 ~'lATTER I nv.OLV Il;Q THE: 
:,. 

t, 

TRfH~sPORrAIlonOF·JEt"lEL.RY Itl197S. AT THE TINE, IT 
li' ~ 

. \-/AS DErmnIfJED HE HAD BEEtJ lf~ SUS! ~JESS .AS THE NORTH STAR DltU:'OND 

CIRCLE, VALLEY 'HILL f·1ALL, S.A,tl AfJTOUIO, TEXAS, FRON EARLY 1911 

TO J"l~'DDLli: ,1971 • 

. JAC1(SON AI- JACKSON, r1ISSISSIPPL, HILL CAUSE A REVIEt-J OF 

R ECOftDS A~ LOGICA~ POLICE AGEtJCIES REGARD! (,:s BUHGESS AUDIE tlILSOrJ~ 

tJR'., FS'! !JUHBER 879-421 E. 

SA~l ANTONIO AT BE}(AR, TEXAS, UILL REVIEt"l APPROPRIATE: REOORDS 

fiE IDErnTl'Y of CHILDREN OF BURGESS AUDIE UILSOf~, JR.~ NOTI r:s HE 

t1AS'BOOltItD AT BEXAR COUNTY JAIL JUNE 19, 1972~ FOR COfJTENPT OF 
_-' J 

COURT GF,WUI}!G OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT QUESTION I N BEXAR COU UTY!) 

NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 14 
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ME0005 230234~ 

00 HQ IN 

D~ ME 

o 18234f£ AUG 78 

• 

FM MEMPHIS (44-1987-SU3 M) CP) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861> IMMEDIATE 

JACKSON IMMEDIATE 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

• 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH 

BUILD1NG • 

MURKIN. 

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO FBIHQ AND JACKSON, AUGUST 18, 

1978, AND MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALLS TO FBIHQ AND JACKSON, 

AUGUST 18, 1978. 

AT 3:15 P.M., ON AUGUST 18, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON 

TELEPHONICALL Y CONTACTED SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE, SHELBY 

COUNTY SHERIFF·5 OFFICE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE ~ WILSON STATED 

HE WILL APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY INN DINING ROOM, GULFPORT, 

MISSISSIPPI, ~lITH REVEREND NOEL FANNON, PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH 

. -~--~- -

SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, A-T 'l.-Sc.J'i-33 
~ ()llh 



/t1fAGE TWO ME 44- .7-SUB M UNCLAS EFT O. 

6:30 P.N., ON AUGUST 18, 1978. SHERIFF BARKSDALE DOES NOT 

PLAN TO LEAVE MEMPHIS AND MEET WITH WILSON. SPECIAL AGENTS 

OF THE JACKSON DIVISION \11 ILL ATTEMPT TO CONTACT WILSON AND 

INTERVIEW HIM REGARDING INFORf1ATION HE PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED 

TO SHERIFF BARKSDALE INn ICAT ING HE KILLED DR. MART IN LUTHER 

KING IN 1968. 

JACKSON WILL PROMPTLY FURNISH FBIHQ AND MEMPHIS RESULTS 

OF CONTACT WITH WILSON. IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE AFTER INTERVIEW, 

ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON RE 

VERACITY OF ALLEGATION AND PRESENCE IN MEMPHIS DURING 

CRITICAL PERIOD AND IF WILSON HAS HISTORY OF PSYCHIATRIC 

TREATMENT. 

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 

WILSON·S FATHER-IN ... LAW, VERNON HOOTEN, WHO REPORTEDLY RESIDES 

IN THE MEr~PHIS AREA, HE A NY INFO~MAT ION OF WILSON·S 

ALLEGAT ION. 

8T 

JN REC ONE TEL 

. NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 16 
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aEO OD5 230234fZ 

00 Ha. JU 

DE HE 

o 18234CZ Aua 78 

F~l NEHPHIS (44- 1987-SU8 H) (P) 

TO DIREcrOR (44-38861) Ii'li1EDIATE 

JACfCSON !HNED lATE 

3T 

UtSCLA S EFT 0 . 

• 

ATTEl,lTION: CotJGRESSIONAL IlJQUIRY Ul-JIT, ROOM 898B .. JEH 

BUILD It!G .. 

~iUR}(I~J • 

HE HEHPHIS TELETYPE TO FBIH0 AND dACl{SOtJ, AUGUST 18, 

!973, A ~D i·1EHPHIS 1ELEPHOUE CALLS TO FB IHQ AlJD JACKSQff, 

AUGUST 18, 1978. 

AT 3:I5 P.d., Ofl AUGUST 1 S, 1~7S* BURGESS AUD IE ~1 It SO t; 

TELEPHOlJICALt Y COflTACTED SHER IFF GIttIE BARKSDALE t SHELBY I 

COUNTY SliERIFF-S OFFICE, t'lEHPHIS ~ TEIWESSEE.. HILSON STATED 

HE "1ILL APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY Im; D IlH~!G nOOH, GULFPORT ~ 
r'lISSISSIPPi, tilTH REVEREt'D t10EL FAtW01J ~ PASTOR, S1. ELIZABETH 

SETOn CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAtI SPRIl~GS, OISSISSI'PP!, AT ~:t -5'1<.(-33 

O~ O~ 

'\ -



· C 5322££ Si_kSmillB§QJiZW ~&&£&!5CS&Macl£C4Cg_L-OAMY&_ .. 42t& SI !i ..... <B4WS!__ ._!c::z~ 

, '" 
PAGE ItlO [lE 44"".7-SU3 H UfiCLAS it F T re 
5:30 P .(,1., OU AUGUST 18, 1978. SHERIFF BARlrSDALE DOES NO! 

PLAN TO LEAVE [1E~·lPHIS Arm £,jEE! U!TH UILSO:l ~ SPECIAL AGEl'TS 

OF THE JACKson DIVISIOtJ UILL AITEl,lPT TO COUTi\CT tilLSOn AND 

ItiTERVIE~J BIB REGARD UZG ItJFOR{1AT ION HE PREVIOUSLY FUR lUSHED 

TO SHERIFF BARKSDALE IlmICArI[~S HE KILLED DR. flARTIN LUTHER 

K H!3 III 19G8. 

JACKSON t1ILL PRm'lPTLY FURNISH FBIHQ A{;D r:1ENPHIS RESULTS 

OF CONTACT ~lITH ~1ILSOU~ IF DEEr·lED APPROPRIATE AFTER niTERVIE~T, 

ArTEi·1PT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIE~' RELATIVES OF UILsotJ fiE 

VERACITY OF ALLEGATlot) AUD PRESEtJCE IN HEHPHIS OUR IC~G 

CRITICAL PERIOD AND IF ~lILSOU HAS HIstORY OF PSYCHIATRIC 

TREATNEI1T. 

THE OEt'lPHIS OFFIOE .t'JILL ATrEr·1?T TO LOCATE AI(D INTERVIE~ 

~'l!LSON YS FATHER-XU-LAU; VERllOtJ HOOTElJ, ~lHO REPORTEDLY RESIDES 

IU THE (;jEHPHIS AREA, RE Any ItlFm~r'lATIOfJ OF tJILSOt,j ts 

ALLEGATION. 

BT 

JtJ REC DUE TEL 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 18 . 
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~ 4-' • SAO 0'94 '"Z30235~ 

00 HQ ME IN 

DE SA 

o 182351?1lA 00 78 

F11 SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) P 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861> IMMED lATE 

MEMP HIS (44 -1987 SUB 14) IMMED lATE 

JACKSON IMMEDIATE 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

• 

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDIrtl • 

r~URKIN • 

RECORDS, IDJrNTIFICATION BUREAU, BEXAR COUNTY JAIL, 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, ON AUGUST 18," 1978, INDICATE BURG.ESS 

lID IE WILSON, JI1 ., \'1 HITE MALE, BOR N AUG UST 28, 1931, 

5 IT, 11 INCHES, BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES, BOOKED INTO BEXAR 

COUNTY JAIL JUNE 19, 1972 ON CONTEMPT OF COURT OUT OF STATE 

DISTRICT COURT 57 (CASE NUMBER F 248-084). '''ILSON SERVED 

TWELVE DAYS AND WAS RELEASED JUNE 30, 1912. 

CENTRAL RECORDS, BEXAR COUNTY D ISTHICT COURT, WILL 

NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW UNTIL AUGUST 21, 1978. 

ADI'lINISTRATIVE: HE MEMPHIS TEL, AUGUST 18, 1978. 

SAN ANTONIO INDICES AND FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE W!LSON~ 

JH., ~JHITE MALE, BORN 8/28/31, TEXAS DRIVERS LICENSE (TDL) 

NW65994 Page 19 
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• • 
PAGE TWO SA 44-1242 EFTO 

NU~JBER 7911315 EXPIRING 8/20/80, PREVIOUS ADDRESS, 

113 MILLS STREET, SAN MARCOS, TEXAS IS SUBJECT OF SAN ANTONIO 

FILE 29-2520 CAPTIONED "BURGESS AUDIE ~IILSON, JR.: BFCtE"; 

00: SAN ANTONIO. ~IILSON ALLEDGEDLY DEFAULTED ON A $1,000 

,NOTE AT KYLE STATE BANK, KYLE, TEXAS AND IN A 

SECURITY AGREEMENT AND FINANCING STATEMENT FILED WITH THE 

HAYES COUNTY DISTRICT CLERK·S OFFICE, {oHLSON INDICATED THAT 

THE $1,000 NOTE WAS OBTAINED TO PURCHASE CATTLE • 

. NCIC INQUIRY REVEALED BURGESS AUD IE WILSON, JR., 

BORN 8/28/31 IN MISSISSIPPI, SSAN 422-34-1275, TDL 

77911315 TJIANTED BY NE\~ BRAUNFELS, TEXAS POLICE DEPARTMENT AS 

PROBATION VIOLATOR, DATE OF WARRANT. 4/18/78. 

SAN ANTONIO AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, WILL REVIEW BEXAR 

COUNTY DIST~ICT COURT RECORDS RE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS 

AUDIE \~ILSON, JR. IN EFFORT TO LOCATE FORMER WIFE FOR INTERVIEW. 

AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, IN ILL CAUSE A REVIEtl/ OF RECORDS OF 

LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR ., 

SSAN 422-34-1275. 

AT SAN MARCOS, TEXAS, tlILL CONDUCT DISCREET INQUIRY TO 

DETERMINE IF RESIDENCE OF FORMER t~IFE AND FAMILY FOR INTERVIEW. 

aT 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 80 



-- ~ • • SAO OD-.l 230235a-t , 

00 He ~"lE JU 

DE SA 

o lS235fEAUS 78 

PO SAU Aurorao <44-1242) p 

'fO DIRECTOR (44 .. 35861) nmEDIATE 

HEC'JPHIS (44-1$137 SUB H) Ii-mEDIATE 

JACKSOn Im'lEDIATE 

aT 
Ul·iCLAS EFT 0 

ArTl~ co::aRESslotJAL ItJQUIR!!:S utlIT, ROOH 89813, JEH BUILDI~\'S .

HUR1(IU. 

RECORD S, IDEnT If-lCA! ION BUREAU, BEXAR COUNTY JAIL, 
~ 

St\U ANTONIO, TEXA.S, ON AUGUST IS, 1978" !t:DICATE BURGESS 

'l;DIE HILSOU, JR.; ~lHITE mALE, BORN AUGUST 28, 1931, 

5 FT, 11 INCHES, BLI\CK H!\ IR J BROtH1 EYES, BOO}{ED INTO BEXAR 

COUNTY J:iIL JUUE 19, '1972 OU COUTEr·1PT OF COURT OUT OF STATE 

DISTRICT COURT 57 (CASE Nm~BER F 2,,18-(84). '·HLson SERVED 

T~JELVE DAYS t\t~D ~1AS RELEASED JUNE 30" 1$)72. 

CEtlTRAL I1Ecmw s • 13EXAR COUNTY P rS!R lCT counT, t1 ILL 

t:OT .BE J\ VA ILABLE FOR REVIEt1 utJT Ii.. AUGUST 21, 1978. 

ADHINISTRATIVE; RE t'lEHPHIS TEL, AUGUST 13, 1978. 

Sl\~l AUTOflIO l[~DICES AtjD FILES REVEAL BUaGESS AUDIE HILSON 9 

JR., '1HITE ('lALE, BOlUJ 8/28/31. TEX[~S DRIVERS LICElJSE (rDL) 

NW65994 Page 81 



• • 
PilGE T~O SA 44~1242 EFTO 

113 t.fILLS STREET,. SA.N r1ARCOS, TEXAS IS SUBJECT OF SAri J.\NTONIO ~ 

FILE 29-2G2'fJ CAPTIonED "BURGESS AUDIE HILSON, JR.: BFC'{E"; 

00: SAn ANTOtJIO. H ILSON ALLEDGEDLY DEFAULTED au A $1 ;000 

UOTE AT KYLE STATE BtHJK II KYLE _ TEXAS AND IN A 

SECURITY AGREEHEtJ1' AUD FINAtJClfJG STATEHEilT FILED tilTH THE 

HAYES COUlJTYDISTRICT CLERK~'S OFFICE, tlILSOtJ INDICATED THAT 

THE $1,OC;m l!OTE HAS OBTA IlJED TO PURCHASE CATTLE. 
" 

UCIC INQUIRY REVEALED BURGESS AUD IE ~JlLSOlJ t JR It, 
BORfl 8/28/31 III HISSISSIPPI, SSAtl 422-34-1275, TDL 

77:)U315 ~lANTED BY NE~J BRA UflFELS , TEXAS POLICE DEPART~lENT AS 

?flOBf\TION VIOLATOR, DATE OF VAFlRAfrr 4/18/78" 

SAN ANTONIO AT SAtJ ANTOIJIO;. TEXAS 1 WILL REVIE~1 BEXAR 

COUNTY DISTRICT counT RECORDS HE IDEt~TITY OF OHILDREN OF BURGESS 

ADD IE H ILSQN.t JR + IU EFFORT TO LOCAtE FORC'lER ~lIFE FOR INTERVIE~J 4 

AT tJEtl BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ~]ILI.. CAUSE A aEVIE~J OF RECORDS OF 

LOGl'CAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE ~'llLSON ~ JR., 

SSAN 422-34-1275. 

AT SAN HARCQS, TEXAS, 1']1LL cormUCT DISCREET IUQUIRY TO 

DETEFH·lINE IF RESIDEUCE OF FORi·1ER ~'!IFE Al::D FMHLY FOR IrJTEflV!EIJ. 

BT .. 
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~CIC.ZW.MSFBIJNOO.NAM/WllSON,BURGESS AUDIE JR.DOB/082831 1 
NCIC MESSAGE DISPATCHED 

MESSAGE FROM NCIC 
08/18/78 19:19:34 

100lFBIl 
MSFBIJNOO 
EW TX0460100 NAM/WILSON,BURGESS AUDIE JR SEX/M RAC/W POB/MS 
DOB/082831 HGT/511 WGT/170 EYE/BRO HAI/GRY SKN/lGT 
FPC/200303101219TT541015 SOC/422341275 
OlN/77911315 OlS/TX OlY/80 OFF/5012 DOW/041878 OCA/7712 
MIS/PROBATION VIOLATOR 
N I C/~Vl86769905 

MESSAGE FROM NCIC 
08/18/78 19:19:35 

ll02FBl1 
lMSFB I JNOO 
URI IS NEW BRAUNFELS PO TX 
N I C / ~1l8 67 6 9 9 0 5 

rIMMED CONFIRM WARRANT AND EXTRADITlON \IlTH ORI 
1 

t 



FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) 
4' • FBI • I 
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I 
I 
I 

• 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 

!jgt Teletype !XI kPmediate 
o Facsimile D Priority 

D-----_ D Routine 

D TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

~EFTO 

D CLEAR 

Date I ------------ __________________________________ L _____ _ 
FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE 

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE 

SAN ANTONIO (44-12421 (IMMEDIATE) 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

o ,~lsV~ 
ofo;).f;~ 

()1;J..lj~ 

ATTN CONGRES'SIONAL INQUXRIES UNIT j ROOM 8988"JEH BUILDING. 

MURKIN. 

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 6 PM, MR. WILLIAM DON GLADDEN, 

AGE 46, WIM, RT. 3, BQX 205H-3 (MEADOW LARK DRIVE), GULF PARK 

ESTATES', OCEAN SPRINGS, MS., TELEPHONE 875-3518 ADVISED AS 

FOLLQWS: 

HE IS EMPLOYED AS MGR. O~ THE SOCIAL SECURITY OF~ICE IN 

GULlPPOR,T, MS. CTELEPH.oNE 896-3221). HE AND HIS WIJi'E, ALICE 

A. GLADDEN, OWN A GIFT SHQP, "SEASONS AND REASONS," 2446 

HIGHWAY 90 EAST, OCEAN SPRlNGS, MS. (TELEPHONE 875-2531). 

ON OR, ABOUT JULY 26, 1978, A WIM BY ,THE NAME 0J;i' "BXLL" 

6)- Jackson 
IbV 

Approved: ----LI-I-f.-I-Ia~~~_ 
I 
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FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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. • FBI 

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 
o Teletype o Immediate o TOP SECRET 
o Facsimile o Priority o SECRET 
0----__ o Rout.ine o CONFIDENTIAL 

o EFTO 

o CLEAR 
I 

Date I 

----~~-~~~~~~-~-g~£A&~-¥~-G----------------L------

WILSON CAME TO THEIR GIFT SHO~ IN OCEAN SPRINGS SAYING THAT 

HE PLANNED TO OPEN A WATCH RE~AIR BUSINESS IN THE EDGEWATER 

MALL SHOPPING CENTER, BILOXI, MS., AND WOULD LIKE TO USE 

THE GLADDENS' GIFT SHOP AS A PICKUP POINT FOR HIS WATCH 

REPAIR BUSINESS. GLADDEN ADVlSED NEITHER HE NOR HIS WIFE 

HAD EVER MET WILSON PRI-OR TO THIS TIME. FOUR OR FIVE DAYS 

1ATER~ QLADDEN AGREED TO LET WILSON RENT A ROOM TO THE REAR 

OF GLADDEN'S GIFT SHOP IN WH~CH WILSON SET UP HIS WATCH 

REf AIR BUSINESS. GLADDEN AGREED TO LET WILSON KEEP 20 

PERCENT OF PROFITS COMING FROM THE WATCH REPAIR. 

GLADDEN AGREED THAT HE AND HIS WTFE"GREW TO TRUST" 

WILSON FROM THE VERY BEGINNING AND CONSIDERED HIM TO BE A 

VERY HARD WORKER, WHO PUT A LOT OF HIS OWN MONEY INTO 

LOCAL RADIO ADVERTISING BUILDINQ UP HIS WATCH REPAIR 

BUSINESS. WILSON LATER TOLD GLADDEN HE HAD ";POST;PONED" 

OPENING UP A BUSINESS IN THE EDGEWATER MALL. WILSON HAD HIS 

OWN JEWELRY AND WATCH. REPAIR EQUlfMENT AND, AOCORDING TO 

QLADDEN, SPENT SEVERAL TROUSAND DOLLARS OF H.J:S OWN MONEY TO 

PURCHASE ADDITIONAL EQUI~MENT AFTER RENTING THE SPACE IN 

QLADDEN'S BUSINESS. WILSON KEPT A KEY TO THE GIFT SHOP 

Approved: _______ _ Transmitted ~;--:---;-__ =:---:-__ 
(Number) (Time) 

Per ____ _ 
FBI/DOJ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 3-24--77) . • TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: 

o Teletype o Immediate 

o Facsimile o Priority 

0------ o Routine 

FBI • CLASSIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

o CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

o CLEAR 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Date -------;1 
-----------------------------------------------------

PAGE THREE IN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

WHICH HE OPENED EVERY M0RNING. HE WORKED HARD IN THE SHOP 

COMPLETING HIS WATCH REPAIRS AFTER WHICH HE WOULD LEAVE THE 

SHOP ~OR PLACES UNKNOWN. 

WILSON INDICATED TO GLADDEN THAT HE HAD A DRINKING 

PROBLEM AND WAS TR,YING TO ESTABLISH HIMSELF AND WORK HARD IN 

THE WATCR REPAIR BUSINESS IN HOfES OF GETTING OVER THIS 

PR,OBLEM. 

AT THE BEGINNING, WILSON R,ESIDED AT APARTMENT NO.9, 

TW~N PINES MOTEL, OCEAN SP~INqS, MS., BUT AT AN UNKNOWN LATER 

DATE MOVED TO ROUBE 6) BOX 387,.ROUTE SPRINGS. (TELEPHONE 

875..,9542). 

NEITHER GLADDEN NOR HIS WI~E HAD EVER, VISITED WILSQN 

AT THE ABOVE TWO R,ESIDENCES AND ONLY TOOK WILSON'S WOR,D THAT 

HE LIVED THERE. ACCQR,DING TO qLADDEN, WILSON COMMENTED THAT 

HE IS STA,YI.NG TN A HOUSE OWNED BY' AN UNIDENTIFIED FRIEND 

AND IS NOT PAYING ANY RENT AS LONG AS. HE KEEPS THE HOUSE IN 

R,EPAIR,. 

WILSON RECENTLY TOOK GLADDEN AND GLADDEN'S SON FOR A 

R,r:DE IN AN AIR,PLANE PILOTED BY WILSON. GLADDEN CONSIDERS 

Approved: ______ _ Transmitted -=:---:----:---=:-~--
Per ____ ~ 

(Number> (Time) FBI/DOJ 
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FD-36 (Rey. 3-24-77) 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

o Teletype 

D Facsimile 

0------

• PRECEDENCE: 

o Immediate 

o Priority 

D Routine 

FBI • CLAS SIFICATION : 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

o CONFIDENTIAL 

D EFTO 

o CLEAR 

Date ______ -; 

-----------------------------------------------------
PAGE FOUR IN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

KNOW EVERYTHING THERE WAS TO KNOW ABOUT FLYING AIRPLANES IN 

ROUGH WEATHER. 

GLADDEN FURTHER ADVISED THAT IN HIS OPINION WILSON IS 

AN "EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT MAN"; HOWEVER, HE IS UNAWARE OF 

THE EXTENT OF WILSON'S EDUCATION. 

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT AT 11:45 PM, ON 8/17/78, WTLSON 

TELEPHONI"CALLY .CONTACTED HIM AT HIS RESIDENCE SAYING HE 

HAD TO TALK TO GLADDEN AND IUS Wl~E ABOUT SOMETHING THAT 

COULD NOT W1\IT °UNTIL THE MORNING. WILSON REFUSED TO STATE 

BY TELEPHONE WHY HE WANTED TO TALK TO GLADDEN AND HE REFUSED 

TO COME TO GLADDEN'S RESIDENCE. WILSON SAID HE NEEDED TO 

TALK ABOUT SOMETHING OF "NATIONAL URGENCY." THEY AGREED TO 

MEET AT GLADDEN'S GIFT SHOP AT OCEAN SPRINGS AT 12:15 AM, 

8/18/78. GLADPEN ADVISED HE TOOK HIS WIFE AND. 18 YEAR OLD 

SON, JOHN W. GLADDEN, TO THE SHOP WHERE HE MET WILSON AT 

THE ABOVE TIME. WILSON ARRIVED ALONE, DRIVING AN OLD 

MODEL BLUE CHEVROLET SEDAN WlTH WHlTE TOP, BEARING UNKNQWN 

LOUISIANA ~AG. WILSON APPARENTLY HAD BEEN DRINKING INAS

MUCH AS HIS EY~S WERE VERY ,RED AND HE SMELLED OF ALCOHOL; 

HOWEVER, HE DID NOT TALK LIKE AN INTOXICATED PERSON IN 

Approved: _______ _ Transmitted __ ---:-__ ~--:---_ Per ____ _ 
(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) • TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: 

o Teletype o Immediate 

o Facsimile o Priority 

0------ o Routine 

FBI • CLAS SIFICATION: 

D TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

D CLEAR 

Date ______ ---j 

PAGE FIVE IN 62-544 UNCLAS E ~ T 0 

GLADDEN'S OPINION AND SEEMED TO BE '''VERY DEPRESSED." 

WILSON SAID "I'M THE MY~TEIW MAN. I'M THE MAN THAT 

MURDERED MARTIN LUTHER KING." THEY TALKED FOR APPROXIMATELY 

ONE HOUR AND 15 MINUTES. WILSON STATED THAT HE GREW UP IN 

QRENADA, MS., WHERE HIS FATHER WAS A BAPTIST MINISTER. THE 

BLACKS (REFERRED TO AS "NEGRES AND NIGGERS" BY WILSON), WHO 

LIVED IN THE Al~EA WERE WELCOMED TO WORSHlP AT THE CHURCH; 

HOWEVER, WHEN THE·NORTHERN BLACKS BEGAN TO COME DOWN SOUTH, 

WXLSON'S FATHER WELCOMED THEM INTO HIS CHURCH ONLY IF THEY 

CAME-TO WORBHIP AND NOT TO CAUSE TROUBLE. ACCORDING TO 

WI-LSON, THE BLACKS HAD COME ~OR TROUBLE. AND IT WAS ;B'OR THIS 

REASON THAT HIS·ATTITUDE BEGAN TO CHANOE TOWARD BLACKS. 

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS, "I AM THE ONE THAT PULLED THE 

TRIGGER. THERE WAS A CONS:PlR.ACY. I WAS THE LOGICAL ONE." 

WILSON TOLD ·THE GLADDENS' HE HAD "BEEN WITH THE GOVERNMENT 

AND GOT INVOLVED IN SOME UNDECLARED WARS." (HE DID NOT 

FURTHER ELABORATE; HOWEVER, GLADDEN RECALLED THAT WILSON 

ONCE MENTIONED HE HAD BEEN IN THE AIR FORCE.) WILSQN CLAIMED 

TO KNOW' MARTIN LUTHER KING'S FATHER AND BROTHER AND STATED 

HE GREW UP NEXT DOOR TO A COUSlN OF MARTIN LUTHER KING AND 

Approved: _______ _ Trans mitted ---::-::----:-__ -:=-:---:-__ 
(Number) (Time) 

Per ____ ~ 
FBI/DOJ 
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FD-36 (Rey. 3-24-77) • TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: 

o Teletype o Immediate 
o Facsimile o Priority 

0-----_ D Routine 

FBI • CLAS SIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 
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"KNEW HIS ENTIRE FAMILY.II 

'GLADDEN RECALLED THAT HE (GLADDEN) HAD ONCE PURCHASED 

A USED MUSTANG FOR HIS DAUGHTER. ON SEEING THE VEHICLE 

WILSON REMARKED HE HAD ONCE PURCHASED A WHITE MUSTANG FOR 

HIS DAUGHTER. 

DURING THE CONVERSATION ON THE EARLY MORNING OF 

8/18/78, WI'LSON STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER HAD DRIVEN THE WHITE 

MUSTANG TO MEMPHIS AT THE TXME OF THE KING KILLING. WILSON 

COMMEN.TED THAT HE WAS XN MEMPHIS AT THAT TXME' BUT HAD 

DOCUMENTED HIMSELF TO BE IN KANSAS CXT;{ AS AN ALIBI. WTL,SON 

STATED THAT JAMES EARL RAY ,WAS THE ";EfALL GUY." "RAY ONLY 

SAW ME TWICE, BUT I KNEW HIM. RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE 

qOTTEN AWAY ,CLEAN. I'M SURJ?ISED RAY ,HAS BROBGHT IT ALL BACK 

UP AGAIN BE.CAUSE HE WQULD HAVE HIS PAROLE IN TWO YEARS." 

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT HE WOULD NOT SEE THEM 

ANYMORE AFTER TONIGHT AND HE WANTED. THEM TO HAVE ALL HIS 

EXPENSIVE. WATCH REPAIR RQUIPMENT. 

WILSON, AGAIN REFERRING TO THE KING ASSASSINATION, 

.STATED, nIT WAS PART OF A GROUP CONSPIRACY." HE PROVIDED NO 

FURTHER DETAILS STATING HE WOULD ONLX DEAL WITH THE 

Approved: _______ _ Transmitted ________ _ Per ____ ~ 
(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ 

NW 65994 Docld:32939168 Page 89 



I 
r -- --

FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) • • TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: 

o Teletype o Immediate 

o Facsimile o Priority 

0------ o Routine 

FBI 

CLAS SIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 
. 0 CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

D CLEAR 

Date ______ -; 

PAGE SEVEN IN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

"SHERIFF OF MEMPHIS (TENN.), WHO HE USED TO FLY WITH. 

WILSON FELT THAT THE GOV-ERNMENT WANTED IT TO HA~PEN TO KING. 

"I: KNEW' IT NEEDED TO BE DONE." WILSON DID NOT BELIEVE HE 

'WOULD HAVE TO SERVE MUCH 'TIME FOR HIS INVOLVEMENT, STATING 

I1I'M NOT SORRY I DID IT. THE NIGGER'S ARE BETTER O;FF." 

LATER IN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE GLADDENS, WILSON SAID HE 

WAS, SORRY ,HE HAD DONE IT. 

WI'LSON STATED HE HAD TALKED WITH THE MEMPHIS SHERlFF 

B~ ,PHONE AND 'WAS TO MEET HIM AT THE GULFPORT, MS., HOLIDA~ 

INN DURING THE MORNING OF 8/18/78. WILSON SPECULATED AS 

TO WHETHER OR NOT HE WOULD BE ~J\OVIDED WITH A TV IN HIS CELL 

AND TNDICATED HE PRQBABLY WOULD BE QlVEN WQRK AS AN 

INSTRUCTOR OR REPAIRMAN OF WATCHES WHILE IN JAIL. 

REVERTING TO THE KING ASSASSINATION, WILSON TOLD 

THE'GLADDENS THAT HE SHOT KING "NOT FROM 50 YARDS AWAY, BUT 

50 FEET AWAY." HE WAS CLOSE ENOUGH TO SEE THE :\3ULLET HIT 

AND STATED SPECIFICALLY ,THAT 111 SHOT THE SHIT OUT OF HIM AND 

SAW IT FLY _.tt WILSON NEVER MENTIONED TO GLADDEN THE TYPE OF 

GUN HE ALLEGEDLY USED OR THE LOCATION FROM. WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY 

SHOT KING. 
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AT ONE POINT IN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE GLADDENS 3 

WILSON APPARENTLY FEELING A DISAPPROVING G·LANCE FROM GLADDEN'S 

18 YE;AR OLD SON:; WARNED THE SON HE HAD BETTER 'NOT INTERFERE. 

CONCERNING THE UNIDENTlFIED MEM~HIS SHERIFF:i WILSON 

OFFERED TO FURNISH THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AND TELEPHONE NO. 

TO GLADDEN FOR VERIFICATION OF HIS REMARKS; HOWEVER:i GLADDEN 

. REFUSED. WILSON SAID-HE HAS "GONE THROUGH TEN YEARS OF HELL, 

AND BECAUSE HE KILLED KING:i IT RUINED 26 YEARS OF MARRIAGE; 

HOWEVER, HI'S CONSCIENCE ONLY -STARTED BOTHERING HIM IN THE 

LAST ;PEif YEARS. 

APPARENTLY.REFERRING TO A SKETCH OF KING'S KILLER, 

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN EXACT LIKENESS 

Ojf HIM AND BEC1\USE IT WAS RECENTLY.SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED 

TO TURN HIMSELF IN. HE·SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN FULTON 3 MS. 

(NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED), WHO TELE~HQNEDHIM IN OCEAN 

SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH. LOOKED JUST LIKE HIM. WILSON 

TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT HE HAD TELEPHONED VARIOUS FAMILY 

MEMBERS TO LET THEM KNOW HE W1I.S TURNING HIMSELF IN. 

WILSON ALSO STATED THAT HE3 AT ONE TIME, INTENDED TO 

OPEN A WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN TUPELO, MS., BUT DECIDED 

Approved: ______ _ Transmitted ----:::-::----,-__ =-__ _ Per ____ ~ 
(Number) (Time) . FBI/DOJ 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 91 



I " - .... - ' .. -' 

FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) • I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

FBI 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: 
o Teletype o Immediate 
o Facsimile o Priority 
0----__ o Routine 

• CLASSIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

o CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

o CLEAR 
I 

Date J 
-------------------------------------- ________ L _____ _ 

PAGE NINE IN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

AGAINST IT BECAUSE OF THE TENSE RACIAL SITUATION. 

WILSON ALSO ONCE TOLD MRS. GLADDEN THAT HE GETS "FLIGHT 

PHY~TCAL EXAMINATIONS" AT KEESLER AIR FORCE~ B:rLOXI, MS. 

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT WILSON REPEATED HIMSELF MANY TIMES 

DURING THE ONE HOUR AND FIFTEEN MINUTE CONVERSATION ON 

8/18/78, BUT HE l?ROVIDED NO FURTHER DETAILS CONCERNING THE 

KING ASSASSINATION, OTHER THAN THAT STATED HEREIN. 

AT THE END OF THEIR CONVERSATION, GLADDEN ADVISED 

WILSON DEl?ARTED THE STORE IN HIS AUTOMOBILE AND HEADED IN AN 

EASTERLY DIRECTION. THE GLADDENS WERE AFRAID AND DISTURBED 

AT THE CONVERSATION AND l?ROMl?TLY ,TELEPHONED THE JACKSON FBI 

OFFICE. 

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION 

DURING THE SHORT TIME HE AND HIS W·IFE KNEW W·ILSON ~ HE NEVER 

TALKED ABOUT HIS PAST~ OTHER THAN TO MENTION THAT HE HAD 

BEEN IN THE U. S. AIR FORCE; HAD BEEN MARRIED FIVE TIMES, 

TWTCE TO THE SAME WOMAN; HE GREW Ul? ~N MISS.; AND HAD BEEN 

ON THE GULF COAST LESS THAN THREE MONTHS. THE GLADDENS DO 

NOT KNOW WHERE HE CAME FROM OR WHAT HE HAS DONE l?RIOR TO HIS 

ARRIVING AT THEIR PLACE OF BUSINESS 7/26/78. 
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GLADDEN ADVISED THAT IN HIS REGULAR BUSINESS AS SOCIAL 

SECURITY OFFICE MANAGER HE HAS PERSONAL DEALINGS ON A 

lfREQUENT BASIS WITH PEOrLE HAVl:NG MENTAL PROBLEMS AND WHILE 

HE ~S NOT A QUALIFIED PERSON rN THIS FIELD, HE IS NOT Olf THE 

OPl'NION WILSON HAS MENTAL IMPAIRMENT. HE DESCRIBED WILSON 

AS A WHITE MALE; 5 FT. 8 INCHES; 155 LBS; MEDIUM BUILD; 

R,UDDY ,COMPLEXI'QN; GR,AYINq HAJJ,; AGE 46, WHO LIKES TO DRlNK 

VODKA,. AND COKE. 

ON 8/18/78,SHORTLY ,BEFORE NOON, WILSON TELEPHONICALLY 

CONTACTED GLADDEN ADVISrNG THAT HE HAD BEEN BETRAY'E;D, THAT 

HE HAD BEEN TO GULFPORT, MS., HOL~DAY ,INN, ALONG WITH "THE 

li'ATHER" (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED BY'WILSON), WHERE HE HAD 

SEEN PER,SONS BELIEVED TO BE W~~li THE ~BI. HE WAS NOW BACK 

AT HIS RESIDENCE WATCHrNG THE WI'NDOWS AND WOULD BLOW THE 

HEAD OFF OF ANYONE WHO CAME., EXCEPT "THE :FATHER." 

ABOUT THREE HOURS LATER, MR. AND MRS. GLADDEN WERE 

SURPRISED TO SEE WILSON WALK rNTO THEIR GIFT SHOP, HE WAS 

CLEAN SHAVEN AND NEAT. HE APPARENTLY HAD NOT BEEN DR~NKING. 

HE IMPLIED HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE FBI, BUT THEY WERE 

NOT GOING TO DO AN~HING TO HIM. HE HAD MADE SOME KIND OF 
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BARGAIN. HE NOW WANTED TO LIVE A NORMAL LIFE AND ASKED 

IF HE COULD KEEP HIS WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN THE BACK OF 

GLADDEN'S STORE AS USUAL. 

THE GLADDENS ADVISED WILSON THEY WERE SERIOUSLY 

CONTEMPLATING SELLI'NG THE BUSINESS AND HAD ALREADY CONTACTED 

A REALTOR. ' 

AT 6:28 PM, 8/18/78, FIVE FBL AGENTS ESTABLISHED 

PHY~ICAL OBSERVATION AT THE HOLIDAY ,INN, u. S. HIGHWAY 90, 

GLFJ;>ORT, MS. 

AT APPROXIMATELY 6:45 PM, A 1970 PLYMOUTH BEARING JACKSON , , 

COUNTY" MS., LICENSE J AH .... 637 STOJ;>J;>ED IN FRONT OF THE HOLIDAY 

I'NN AND A WHITE MALE ~ WHO LATER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON" JR., EXITED THE VEHICLE AND ENTERED THE 

HOLIDAY ,INN. 'THE WHITE MALE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE THEREAFTER 

rARKED THE VEHICLE AND CAME TO THE ENTRANCE OF THE HOLIDAY 

INN, WHERE HE WAS APPROACHED By ,SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES AND 

WAS ASKED IF HE WAS FATHER NOEL FANNON AND HE ACKNOWLEDGED 

THAT HE WAS, 

FATHER FANNON WAS ADVISED THAT GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF 

OF SHELBY ,COUNTY, MEMPHIS, TENN., WAS NOT GOING TO MEET 
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WILSON. HE WAS ADVISED THAT AGENTS OF THE FBI WERE IN THE 

MOTEL AND HE WAS REQUESTED TO TELL WILSON THAT THE SHERIFF WAS 

NOT GOING TO MEET HIM; HOWEVER, THE FBI AGENTS WERE AT THE 

MOTEL AND DESIRED TO TALK WI;TH HlM IF HE, WILSON, WOULD AGREE 

TO TALK WITH THE AGENTS. ~ATHER FANNON STATED HE WOULD LIKE 

TO TALK TO WILSON BECAUSE SHERI;F~ BARKSDALE HAD LIED ABOUT 

H~S APPEARANCE IN GULFPORT. 

FATHER FANNON THEREAFTER ENTERED THE MOTEL AND TALKED 

WI;TH WILSON IN THE LOBBY'. SHORTLY ,THEREAFTER, THEY BOTH 

RETURNED TO THE SIDEWALK IN FRONT OF THE MOTEL AND SA GRAVES 

IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO WILSON AND ASKED HIM I;F HE WERE BURGESS 

AUDI;E WILSON. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS AND LATER STATED 

HE WAS A JUNIOR. 

WILSON WAS ADVI,SED THAT SHERrFF BARKSDALE WAS NOT THERE 

TO MEET HIM, HOWEVER, FBI AGENTS WERE THERE AND DESIRED TO 

TALK WITH HIM, PARTICULARLY ,ABOUT HIS DAUGHTER SUPPOSEDLY 

HAVING DRIVEN A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, MO., TO 

MEMPHIS, TENN. HE STATED HE HAD NO INFORMATION TO ~URNlSH 

THE FBI. WILSON INQUIRED AS TO WHETHER OR NOT HE WAS UNDER 

ARREST AND HE WAS ADVISED HE WAS NOT UNDER ARREST. WILSON 
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COMMENTED HE WAS NOT GOING TO GIVE ANYONE ANY TROUBLE. HE 

WAS ASKED IF HE HAD ANY WEAPONS ON HIM AND HE STATED HE DID 

NOT AND THAT SA QRAVES COULD SEARCH HIM IF HE SO DESIRED. 

WILSON WAS THEN "PATTED DOWN" AND NO WEAPONS WERE FELT ON 

HIS BODY! 

WILSON COMMENTED THAT HE AND FATHER FANNON HAD BEEN 

TO THE MOTEL AT 9:30 AM~ 8/18/78, AND AGAIN AT 6:30 PM, 

8/18/78, TO SEE SHERIFF BARKSDALE AND THE SHERIFF HAD LIED 

TO THEM .. 

WILSON, THEN ASKED FATHER FANNON IF HE WOULD DRIVE HIM 

BACK TO THE PLACE HE HAD BEEN PICKED UP AND FATHER FANNON 

AGREED TO DO SO. 

WILSON WAS AGAIN ADVISED THAT FBI AGENTS WERE AT THE 

MOTEL AND WERE STILL WILLINQ TO TALK TO HIM AND HE 

REITERATED HE HAD NOTHlNQ TO SA't' ,TO THE :£i'BI AND, AS HE 

DEPARTED, COMMENTED THAT THE FBI IN THE PAST HAD HARASSED 

HIS FATHER WITHOUT ANY EXPLANATI:ON. 
;' 

FATHER FANNON AND WTLSON THEREAFTE:F\ LEFT THE AREA OF THE 

HOLTDAY INN IN FATHER FANNON'S VEHl:CLE J?ROOEEDING EAST ON 

HIQRWAY ,90. A SURVETLLANCE WAS MAINTAINED ON THE VEHIOLE. 
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SHORTLY AFTER WILSON AND FATHER FANNON LEFT THE MOTEL, 

JACKSON ASAC TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THE GULFPORT RA THAT 

INFORMATION HAD BEEN RECEIVED THAT NOIC REVEALED WILSON WAS 

WANTED BY ,THE NEW BRAUNSFELS, TX., PD FOR PROBATION VIOLATION 

ON A WARRANT ISSUED APR~L 18, 1978. 

THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD WAS NOTIFIED OF THIS OUTSTANDING 

WARRANT AND THE SURVEILLANCE OF ;!fATHER FANNON'S VEHICLE WAS 

MAINTAINED UNTIL THE VEHICLE ENTERED OCEAN SPRINGS, MS. 

(APPROXIMATELY 15 MILES), AT WHICH TIME THE VEHICLE WAS 

STOPPED BY OF;B'ICERS OF THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD AND WILSON WAS 

ARRESTED AT 7:35 PM, AND INCARCERATED IN THE OCEAN SPRINGS 

J'AIL. 

WILS'ON WAS RIDING AS A PASSENGER I:N A PLYMOUTH SEDAN 

OWNED AND DRIVEN BY FATHER NOEL FANNON, PRIEST AT ST. 

ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS. WILSON 

ADMITTED HIS FULL IDENTI~Y ,AS BURGESS AUDIE WI:LSON, JR., AND 

WAS TAKEN TO THE OCEAN SPRI'NGS PD. HE DECLINED TO TALK TO 

THE FBI. 

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 9:17 PM, REV. NOEL FANNON, 

PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, 
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MS., APPEARED AT THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD TO VISIT WILSON. 

FATHER FANNON WAS INTERV~EWED, AT WHICH TIME HE ADVISED HE 

F~RST MET WILSON THE MORNING O;B' AUQUST 18, 1978, WHILE EATING 

BREAKFAST AT THE MASTER GRILL RESTAURANT, HIGHWAY 90, OCEAN 

SPRINGS. HE HAD NEVER SEEN WILSON BEFORE THIS TIME. 

WILSON INDICATED HE WANTED TO CONFIDE IN FATHER FANNON 

AND FOLLOWING THEIR CQNVERSATION, THE NATURE O;Ei' WHICH 

~ATHER FANNON REFUSED TO DIVULGE, FANNON AGREED TO FOLLOW 

WILSON IN THEIR AUTOMOBILES TO THE HOLIDAY ,INN, GULFPORT, 

MS., WHERE WILSON HAD TOLD FATHER FANNON HE WOULD MEET 

SHELBY COUNTY" TENN., SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE. AFTER THE 

MORNING MEETI'NG IN GULFPORT DI:D NOT COME OFF, AND AT THE 

URGING OF WILSON, FATHER FANNON PERSONALLY TELEj;>HONED 

SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE I:N MEJ,VtPHIS. DURlNG THEIR CONVERSATION, 

SHERlJi'F BARKSDALE ASSURED FATHER FANNON HE WOULD :PERSONALLY 

FLY ,TO GULFPORT, MS., IN ORDER TO MEET WITH FATHER FANNON 

AND WILSON AT 6:30 PM ~T THE HOLIDAY INN. 

FATHER FANNON ADVISED HE CANNOT COMMENT ON WILSON 

:PERSONALLY DUE TO THE SHORT LENGTH O;B' TIME HE HAD CONTACT 
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REVEAL THE NATURE OF WILSON'S CONFIDENCE IN HIM. 

FATHER FANNON WAS ADVISED BX' .JACKSON SA IN BRIEF 

CONCERNING WILSON'S REMARKS TO THE GLADDENS ABOUT HIS 

INVOLVEMENT IN THE KING ASSASSINATION; HOWEVER, FATHER 

FANNON REFUSED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS ALSO HAD BEEN THE 

SUBJECT OF WILSON'S CONFIDENCE. LN HIJYl. 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION AT NEW BRAUNSFELS, TEXAS. CONTACT 

NEW BRAUNSFELS PD AND ADVISED THEM OF WILSON'S INCARCERATION 

AT OCEAN SPRINGS, MISS., rD, TELEPHONE 875-2211. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING JACKSON DIVISION. 

BT 
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ATTN COOORESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM g988, JEH BUILDING. 

MURKIN. 

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 6 PM, MR. t4IJ..LIAM DON GLADDEN, 

AGE 46, t~ 1M, RT. 3, BOX 205H-3 «(1EADm] LARK DR IVE), GULF PARK 

ESTATES, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS .," TELEPHONE 875-3518 ADVISED AS 

FOLLOwS: 

HE IS Et'lPLOYED AS NGR. OF' THE SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE IN 

GULFPORT, MS. (fELEPHONE 891$-3221>. HE AND HIS ltllFE, ALICE 

A.GLADDEN, OINN A GIFT SHOP, "SEASONS AND REASONS," 2446 

HIGl-MAY 9~"EAST, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS. (fELEPHONE 875-253.0. 

ON OR ABOUT JULY 26, 1978, A W /PI BY THE NAME OF' ''BILL'' 

100 
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\'lILSON CAME TO THEIR GIFT SHOP IN OCEAN SPRINGS SAYING THAT 

HE PLANNED TO OPEN A vlATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN THE EDGE~lATER 

MALL SHOPPING CENTER, BILOXI, MS., AND WOULD LIKE TO USE 

THE GLADDENS· G 1FT SHOP AS A PICKUP POINT FOR HIS ~IATCH 

REPAIR BUSINESS. GLADDEN ADVISED NEITHER HE NOR HIS "lIFE 

HAD EVER £1ET WILSON PRIOR TO THIS TIt1E. FOUR OR FIVE DAYS 

LATER, GLADDEN AGREED TO LET WILSON RENT A ROOM TO THE REAR 

OF GLADDEN·S G 1FT SHOP IN {'lHICH ~IILSON SET UP ius WATCH 

REPAIR BUSINESS. GLADDEN AGREED TO LET WILSON KEEP 20 

PERCENT OF PROFITS COM!(I~ FROM THE WATCH REPA IR • 

GLADDEN AGREED THAT HE AND HIS \~IFE "GREW TO TRUST n 

. ' 

WILSON FROM THE VERY BEGINNING AND CONSIDERED HIM TO BE A 

VERY HARD \'lORKER ~ \1HO PUT A LOT OF HIS OWN MONEY INTO 

LOCAL RAD 10 ADVERT ISING BUILD ING UP HIS "lATCH REPAIR 
BUSINESS. \'IILSON LATER TOLD GLADDEN HE HAD "POSTPONED It 

OPENING UP A BUSINESS IN THE EDGE\~ATER MALL. WILSON HAD HIS 

OJIN JEt'lELRY AND vlATCH REPAIR EQUIPf1ENT AND, ACCORDING TO 

GLADDEN, SPENT SEVERAL THOUSAND DOLLARS OF HIS OvlN f'lONEY TO 

PURCHASE ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT AFTER RENTING THE SPACE IN 

GLADDEN·S BUSINESS. '~ILSON KEPT A KEY TO THE G 1FT SHOP 
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~lHICH HE OPENED EVERY MORNIOO. HE WORKED HARD IN THE SHOP 

COMPLETING HIS WATCH REPAIRS AFTER WHICH HE vl0ULD LEAVE THE 

SHOP FOR PLACES UNKNO\~ N. 

WILSON INDICATED TO GLADDEN THAT HE HAD A DRINKIM3 

PROBLEC1 AND tvAS TRYING TO ESTABLISH HIMSELF AND WORK HARD IN 

THE WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN HOPES OF GETTIOO OVER THIS 

PROBLEM. 

AT THE BEGINNING, \I/ILSON RESIDED AT APARTMENT NO.9, 

T\~IN PINES MOTEL, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS., BUT AT AN UNKNmvN LATER 

DATE MOVED TO ROUBE 6, BOX 387, ROUTE SPRINGS (TELEPHONE 

875-9542) • 

NEITHER GLADDEN NOR HIS WIFE HAD EVER VISITED WILSON 

AT THE ABOVE nJO RESIDENCES AND ONLY TOOK WILSON·S WORD THAT 

HE LIVED THERE. ACCORD ING TO GLADDEN, toHLSON COMMENTED THAT 

HE IS STAYING IN A HOUSE O\~ NED BY AN UNIDENT IFIED FRIEND 

AND IS NOT PAYING ANY RENT AS LONG AS HE KEEPS THE HOUSE IN 

REPAIR. 

\"ILSON RECENTLY TOOK GLADDEN AND GLADDEN·S SON FOR A 

RIDE IN AN AIRPLANE PILOTED BY t-JILSON. GLADDEN CONSIDERS 
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KNOW EVERYTHING THERE WAS TO KNOW ABOUT FLYING AIRPLANES IN 

ROUGH WEATHER. 

GLADDEN FURTHER ADVISED THAT IN HIS OPINION WILSON IS 

AN ''EXTREf'lELY INTELLIGENT ['lAN"; HOWEVER, HE IS UNAWARE OF 

THE EXTENT OF \ITILSON·S ED UCAT ION. 

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT AT 11 :45 PN, -ON 8/17/78, {vILSON 

TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED HIM AT HIS RESIDENCE SAYING HE 

HAD TO TALK TO GLADDEN AND HIS WIFE ABOUT SOMETHING THAT 

COULD NOT \11AIT UNTIL THE MORNING. \qILSON REFUSED TO STATE 

BY TELEPHONE tvHY HE vlANTED TO TALK TO GLADDEN AND HE REFUSED 

TO COME TO' GLADDEN'S RESIDENCE. vlILSON SAID HE NEEDED TO 

TALK ABOUT SOf.1ETHING OF "NAT rONAL URGENCY." THEY AGREED TO 

NEET AT GLADDEN'S GIFT SHOP AT OCEA-N SPRINGS AT 12:15 AM, 

8/18/78. GLADDEN ADVISED HE TOOK HIS ~JIFE AND 18 YEAR OLD 

SON, JOHN W. GLADDEN, TO THE SHOP WHERE HE MET ~lILSON AT 

THE ABOVE TIME. l11ILSON ARRIVED ALONE, DRIVING AN OLD 
. -

MODEL BLUE CHEVROLET SEDAN- \JIITH \!JHITE TOP, BEARIOO UNKNOWN 

LOUISIANA TAG. WILSON APPARENTLY HAD 'BEEN DRINKING INAS

MUCH AS HIS EYES ~lERE VERY RED AND HE SMELLED OF ALCOHOL; 

HOWEVER, HE DID NOT TALK LIKE AN INTOXICATED PERSON IN 
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GLADDEN·S OPINIO IV AND SEEMED TO BE "VERY DEPRESSED." 

~11LSON SAID "I'M THE MYSTERY MAN. I ·rfJ THE MAN THAT 

MURDERED MARTIN LUTHER KING. n THEY TALKED FOR APPROXIr4ATELY 

ONE HOUR AND 15 ~UNUTES. WILSON STATED THAT HE GREW UP IN 

GRENADA, f1S., ylHERE HIS FATHER \'lAS A BAPT 1ST MINISTER. THE 

BLACKS (REFERRED TO AS "NEGRES AND NIGGERS"" BY tVILSON), WHO 

LIVED IN T HE AREA {'JERE ~IELCOMED TO vl0RSHIP AT T HE CHURCH; 

HO~lEVER, tvHEN THE NORTHERN BLACKS BEGAN TO COME DOWN SOUTH, 

~1 ILSON 'S FAT HER \'lELCOMED THEM INTO HIS CHURCH ONLY IF THEY 

CAME TO vl0RSHIP AND NOT TO CAUSE TROUBLE. ACCORD 1M3 TO 

v/ILSON, THE BLACKS HAD COl1E FOR TROUBLE AND IT WAS FOR THIS 

REASON THAT HIS ATTITUDE BEGAN TO CHANGE TOWARD BLACKS. 

wILsOt~ TOLD THE GLADDENS, "1 Afol THE ONE THAT PULLED THE 

TRIGGER. THERE \vAS A CONSPIRACY. I \t1AS. THE LOG leAL ONE." 

t>1ILSON TOLD THE GLADDE'NS HE HAD "BEEN vlITH THE GOVERNMENT 

AND GOT INXOLVED IN SOt1E UNDECLARED WARS." eHE P ID NOT 

FURTHER ELABORATE; HOHEVER, GLADDEN RECALLED THAT \rlILSON 

ONCE MEI~TIONED HE HAD BEEN IN THE AIR FORCE.) HILSON CLAIt1ED 

TO KNO\1 MARTIN LUTHER KING'S FATHER' AND BROTHER AND STATED 

HE GRE~l UP NEXT DOOR TO A COUSIN OF MART IN LUTHER KHIG AND 
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"KNE{11 HIS ENTIRE FAMILY." 

GLADDEN RECALLED TH.itT HE GlLADDEN) HAD ONCE PURCHASED 

A USED MUSTANG FOR HIS DAUGHTER. ON SEEING THE VEHICLE 

WILSON REMARKED HE HAD ONCE PURCHASED A \vHITE i1USTANG FOR 

HIS DAUG HIER • 

DURING THE CONVERSATION ON THE EARLY £'lORNING OF 

8/18/78, \I!ILSON STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER HAD DRIVEN THE WHITE 

MUSTANG TO MEMPHIS AT THE TIf'1E OF THE KING KILLING. WILSON 

COMMENTED THAT HE \'1AS IN MEt1PHIS AT THAT TIME, Bur HAD 

DOCUf1ENTED HIr1SELF TO BE IN KANSAS CITY AS AN ALIBI. 1!1lLSON 

STATED THAT JM1ES EARL RAY WAS THE "FALL, GUY." ·~AY 0 NL Y 

SA\'1 ME TW ICE, BUT I KNEW HIM. RAY viAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE 

GOTTEI~ A~JAY CLEAN. I9[ij SURPISED RAY HAS BROm HT IT ALL BACK 

UP AGAIN BECAUSE HE WOULD HAVE HIS PAROLE IN nl0 YEARS. It 

lrlILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT HE WOULD NOT SEE THEM 

ANYMORE AFTER TONIGHT AND HE ~lANTED THEM TO HAVE ALL HIS 

EXPENSIVE WATCH REPAIR EQUIP~ENT. 

WILSON, AGAIN REFERRHKl TO THE KING ASSASSINATION, 

STATED ,"IT t!fAS PART OF A GROUP CONSPIRACY. n HE PROVIDED NO 

FURTHER DETAILS STATING HE WOULD ONLY DEAL WITH THE 
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"SHERIFF OF r'1EMPHIS (l'EtHJ.), \tJHO HE USED TO FLY WITH. 

tIlLSON FELT THAT THE GOVERNMENT WANTED IT TO HAPPEN TO KING. 

"I KNE~l IT NEEDED TO" BE DONE." ~IILSON DID NOT "BELIEVE HE 

~10ULD HAVE TO SERVE MUCH TI[1E FOR HIS INVOLVErtJENT, STATING 

"I Wi·l NOT SORRY I DID IJ. THE NIGGERS ARE BETTER OFF." 

LATER IN THE CONVERSATIOrJ vSITH THE GLADDENS, \']ILSON SAID HE 

vIAS SORRY HE HAD DONE IT. 

~IILSON STATED HE HAD TALKED WITH THE I1JEMPHIS SHERIFF 

BY PHONE AND ~lAS TO MEET HIM AT !,HE GULFPORT, M~., HOLIDAY 

INN DURING THE f40RNING OF 8/18/78. \tJILSON SPECULATED AS 

TO \~HETHER OR NOT HE \tlOULD BE PROVIDED WITH A TV IN HIS CELL 

AND INDICATED HE PROBABLY WOULD BE GIVEN to/ORK AS AN 

INSTRUCTOR OR REPAIRMAN OF {:lATCHES WHILE IN JAIL. 

REVERT ING TO THE KING ASSASSINAT ION, lr1 ILSON TOLD 

THE GLADDENS THAT HE SHOT KING "NaT FROf4 50 YARDS AWAY, BUT 

50 FEET AWAY." HE \lIAS CLOSE ENOUGH TO SEE THE BULLET HIT 

AND STATED SPECIFICALLY THAT "I SHOT THE SHIT OUT OF HIf'l AND 

SA'" IT FLY." t'JILSON NEVER MENTIONED TO GLADDEN THE TYPE OF 

GUN HE ALLEGEDLY USED OR THE LOCATION FROM \vHICH HE ALLEGEDLY 

SHOT KING. 
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AT ONE POINT IN THE CO NVERSAT ION WITH THE GLADDENS, 

WILSON APPARENTLY FEELING A DISAPPROVING GLANCE FROM GLADDEN·S 

18 YEAR OLD SON, WARNED THE SON HE HAD BETTER NOT INTERFERE. 

CONCERNING THE UNIDENTIFIED MEMPHIS SHERIFF, vlILSON 

OFFERED TO FURNISH THIS INDIVIDUAL·S NAME AND TELEPHONE NO. 

TO GLADDEN FOR VER~FICATION OF HIS REMARKS; HO~'EVER, GLADDEN 

REFUSED. \llILSON SAID HE HAS "GONE THROUGH TEN YEARS OF HELL, 

AND BECAUSE HE KILLED KING, IT RUINED 26 YEARS OF r1ARRIAGE; 

HOt" EVER , HIS CONSCIENCE ONLY-STARTED BOTHERING HIM IN THE 

LA ST FE~l YEAR S • 

APPARENTLY REFERRING TO A SKETCH OF KING'S KILLER, 

t·,ILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT IT \'lAS ALt<10ST AN EXACT LIKENESS 

OF HIrq AND BECAUSE IT '''AS RECENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED 

TO TURN HIMSELF IN. HE SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN .fULTON, t1S. 

(NOT FURTHER IDE'NTIFIED), vlHO TELEPHONED HIM IN OCEAN 

SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH LOOKED JUST LIKE HIM. WILSON 

TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT HE HAD TELEPHONED VARIOUS FAMILY 

MEMBERS TO LET THEM KNOW HE WAS TURNING HU1SELF IN. 

~IILSON ALSO STATED THAT HE, AT ONE TIME, INTENDED TO 

OPEN A vlATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN TUPELO, MS., BUT DECIDED 
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AGAINST IT BECAUSE OF THE TENSE RACIAL SITUATION. 

\JIlLSON ALSO ONCE TOLD [rlRS. GLADDEN THAT HE GETS "FLIGHT 

PHYSICAL EXAMINAT IONS" AT KEESLER A IR FORCE, BILOXI, MS. 

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT WILSON REPEATED HIMSELF MANY TIMES 

DURING THE ONE HOUR AND FIFTEEN MINUTE CONVERSATION ON 

8/18/78, BUT HE PROVIDED NO FURT-HER DETAILS CONCERNING THE 

KING ASSASSINAT ION, OTHER THAN THAT STATED HEREIN. 

AT THE END OF THEIR CONVERSATION, GLADDEN ADVISED 

v!ILSON DEPARTED THE STORE IN HIS AUTOMOBILE AND HEADED IN AN 

EASTERLY DIRECTION. THE GLADDENS WERE AFRAID AND DISTURBED 

AT THE CO NVER SAT ION AND PROf1PTLY TELEPHONED THE JACKSON FBI 

OFFICE. 

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS R~COLLECTION 

DURING THE SHORT THolE HE AND HIS vlIFE KNEW WILSON, HE NEVER 

TALKED ABOUT HIS PAST, OTHEl} THAN TO MENTION THAT HE HAD 

BEEN IN THE U. S. AIR FORCE; HAD BEEN MARRIED FIVE TIr1ES, 

nllCE TO THE SAME HOftJAN; HE GREW UP IN-f·lISS.; AND HAD BEEN 

ON THE GULF COAST LESS THAN THREE MONTHS. THE ·GLADDENS DO 

NOT KNOW vlHERE HE CAME FROf1 OR \l/HAT HE HAS DONE PRIOR TO HIS 

ARRIVING AT THEIR PLACE OF BUSINESS 7/26/78. 
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GLADDEN ADVISED THAT IN HIS REGULAR BUSINESS AS SOCIAL 

SECURITY OFFICE MANAGER HE HAS PERSONAL DEALINGS ON A 

FREQUENT BASIS ~JITH PEOPLE HAVING MENTAL PROBLEC'lS AND \~HILE 

HE IS NOT A QUALIFIED PERSON IN THIS FIELD, HE IS NOT OF THE 

OPINION WILSON HAS r'1ENTAL IMPAIRr1ENT. HE DESCRIBED tHLSON 

AS A WHITE MALE; 5 }tT. 8 INCHES; 155 LBS; [·lED IUM BUILD; 

RUDDY COMPLEXION; GRAYING HAIR; AGE 46, \~HO LIKES TO DRINK 

VODKA AND COKE. 

ON 8IL 8/78,SHORTL Y BEFORE NOO N, W ILSO N TELEPHONICALLY 

CONTACTED GLADDEN ADVISING THAT HE HAD BEEN BETRAYED, THAT 

HE HAD BEEN TO GULFPORT, MS., HOL IDAY INN, ALOf'S WITH ''THE 

'FATHER" (NOT FURTHER IDENT IFIED BY WILSON), WHERE HE HAD 

SEEN PERSONS BEL IEVED TO BE vlIT H THE Fa I. HE "1AS No\~ BACK 

AT HIS RESIDENCE '~ATCHING THE WINDmifS AND {'10ULD BLml} THE 

HEAD OFF OF ANYONE {"rHO CA[1E, EXCEPT ''THE FATHER." 

ABOUT tHREE HOURS LATER, MR • A ND MRS. GLADDEN ~1ERE 

SURPR ISED TO SEE \,1 ILSON ~lALK INTO THEIR G 1FT SHOP, HE ~IAS 

CLEAN SHAVEN A ND NEAT. HE APPARENTLY HAD NOT BEEN DRINKING. 

HE IMPLIED HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE FBI, BUT THEY WERE 

NOT GOING TO DO ANYTHING TO HIH. HE HAD £1ADE SOME KIND OF 
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BARGAIN. HE NO\1 v1ANTED TO LIVE A NORMAL LIFE AND ASKED 

IF HE COULD KEEP HIS WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN THE BACK OF 

GLADDEN'S STORE AS USUAL. 

THE GLADDENS ADVISED vlILSON THEY WERE SERIOUSLY 

CONTE£1PLATING SELLING THE BUSINESS AND HAD ALREADY CONTACTED 

A REALTOR. 

AT 6:28 PM, 8/18/78, FIVE FBI AGENTS ESTABLISHED 

PHYSICAL OBSERVATION AT THE HOLIDAY INN, U. S. HIGHWAY 90, 

GLFPORT, MS. 

AT APPROXIi1ATELY 6:45 PM, A 1970 PLYMOUTH BEARING JACKSON 

COUNTY, f1S., LICENSE JAH-637 STOPPED IN FRONT OF THE HOLIDAY 

INN AND A WHITE MALE, ~lHO LATER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE \VAS 

BURGESS AUD IE VI ILSON, JR., EXITED THE VEHICLE AND ENTERED THE 

HOLIDAY INN. THE \alHITE ~lALE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE THEREAFTER 

PARKED THE VEHICLE AND CAME TO THE ENTRANCE OF THE HOLIDAY 

INN, WHERE HE t'1AS APPROACHED BY SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES AND 

{lIAS ASKED IF HE \IIAS FATHER NOEL FANNON AND HE ACKNOVl"LEDGED 

THAT HE \alAS. 

FATHER FANNON \alAS ADVISED THAT GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF 

OF SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS, TENN.; WAS NOT GOING TO MEET 
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tllILSON. HE ~1AS ADVISED THAT AG.ENTS OF THE FB I vlERE IN THE 

MOTEL AND HE WAS REQUESTED TO -TELL \OJILSON THAT THE SHERIFF WAS 

NOT GOING TO MEET HIM; HOWEVER, THE FBI AGENTS \'1ERE AT THE 

MOTEL AND DESIRED TO TALK \ll1T H HIM IF HE, WILSON, vl0ULD AGREE 

TO TALK WITH THE AGENTS. FATHER FANNON STATED HE HOULD LIKE 

TO TALK TO ~lILSON BECAUSE SHERIFF BARKSDALE HAD LIED ABOUT 

HIS APPEARANCE IN GULFPORT. 

FATHER FANNON THEREAFTER ENTERED THE MOTEL AND TALKED 

tt]ITH t~ILSON IN THE LOBBY. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THEY BOTH 

RETURNED TO THE SIDEvTALK IN FRONT OF THE MOTEL A ND SA GRAVES 

IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO \tJILSON AND ASKED HIM IF HE vJERE BURGESS 

AUDIE HILSON o HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS AND LATER STATED 

HE WAS A JUNIOR. 

WILSON vIAS ADVISED THAT SHERIFF BARKSDALE \IJAS NOT THERE 

TO f1EET HII'}, HOvlEVER, FBI AGENTS \tJERE THERE ·AND DESIRED TO 

TALK WITH HIM, PARTICULARLY ABOUT HIS DAUGHTER SUPPOSEDLY 

HAVING DRIVEN A WHITE MUSTANG FROf1 KANSAS CITY, MO., TO 

MEt1PHIS, TENN. HE STATED HE HAD NO INFORMAT ION TO FURNISH 

THE Fa I. WILSON INQUIRED AS TO \tlHETHER OR NOT HE \<JAS UNDER 
ARREST AND HE \'JAS ADVISED HE WAS NOT UNDER ARREST •. \OJILSON 
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COl1t>1ENTED HE WAS NOT GOING TO GIVE ANYONE ANY TROUBLE. HE 

WAS ASKED IF HE HAD ANY tJ/EAPONS ON HIf>1 AND HE STATED HE DID 

NOT AND THAT SA GRAVES COULD SEARCH HIM IF HE SO DESIRED. 

v}ILSON WAS THEN "PATTED Do\'lN" AND NO WEAPONS 'vERE FELT ON 

HIS BODY. 

WILSON COMC1ENTED THAT HE AND FATHER FANNON HAD BEEN 

TO THE MOTEL AT 9:30 Af'1, 8/18/78, AND AGAIN AT 6:3-0 PM, 

8/18/78, TO SEE SHERIFF BARKSDALE AND THE SHERIFF HAD LIED 

TO THEM. 

WILSON THEN ASKED FATHER FANNON IF HE WOULD DRIVE HUt 

BACK TO THE PLACE HE HAD BEEN PICKED UP AND FATHER FANNON 

AGREED TO DO SO. 

WILSON \'IAS AGAIN ADVISED THAT FBI AGENTS v1ERE AT THE 

MOTEL AND vlERE STILL WILLING TO TALK TO HIM AND HE 

REITERATED HE HAD NOTHING TO SAY TO THE FBI AND , AS HE 

DEPARTED, Cot1t1ENTED THAT THE FBI IN THE PAST HAD HARASSED 

HIS FATHER WITHOUT ANY EXPLANATION. 

FATHER F.4NNON AND WILSON THEREAFTER LEFT THE AREA OF THE 

HOLIDAY INN IN FATHER FANNON·S VEHICLE PROCEED 100 EAST ON 

HIG}MAY 90. A SURVEILLANCE WAS MAINTAINED ON THE VEHICLE. 
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SHORTLY AFTER WILSON AND FATHER FANNON LEFT THE MOTEL, 

JACKSON ASAC TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THE GULFPORT RA THAT 

INFORMAT ION HAD BEEN RECEIVED THAT NCIC REVEALED \~ILSON WAS 

"'ANTED BY THE NEW BRAUNSFELS, TX., PD FOR PROBATION VIOLATION 

ON A WARRANT ISSUED APRIL 18, 1978. 

THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD WAS NOTIFIED OF THIS OUTSTANDING 

~]ARRANT AND THE SURVEILLANCE OF FATHER FANNON'S VEHICLE WAS 

[1AINTAINED UNTIL THE VEHICLE ENTERED OCEAN SPRINGS, filS. 

CAPPROX ItIATEL Y 15 MILES), AT WHICH TIME I HE VEHICLE HAS 

STOPPED BY OFFICERS OIHE OCEAN SPRINGS PD AND t~ILSON vIAS 

ARRESTED AT 7:35 PM, AND INCARCERATED IN THE OCEAN SPRINGS 

JAIL. 

W ILSON ~IAS RIDING AS A PASSENGER IN A PLYi40UTH SEDAN 

OtvNED AND DRIVEN BY FATHER NOEL FANNON, PRIEST AT ST. 

ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS. \~ILSON 

~MIITED HIS FULL IDENTITY AS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AND 

WAS TAKEN TO THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD. HE DECLINED TO TALK TO 

THE FBI. 

ON AUGUST 18~ 1978, AT 9: 17 PM, REV. NOEL FANNON, 

PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, 
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MS., APPEARED AT THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD TO VISIT WILSON. 

FATHER FANNON ~IAS INTERVIE~JED, AT ~lHICH TIr<lE HE ADVISED HE 

FIRST MET vlILSON THE rqORNING OF AUGUST 18, 1978, ~lHILE EATING 

BREAKFAST AT THE ['lASTER GRILL RESTAURANT, HIGHWAY 90, OCEAN 

SPRINGS. HE HAD NEVER SEEN vlILSON BEFORE THIS T H1E. 

HILSON INDICATED HE \~ANTED TO CONFIDE IN FATHER FANNON 

AND FOLLO\I/ING THEIR CONVERSATION, THE NATURE OF WHICH 

FATHER FANNON REFUSED TO DIVULGE, FANNON AGREED TO FOLLOv1 

{'/lLSON IN THEIR AUTOMOBILES TO· THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, 

MS.,t·lHERE WILSON HAD TOLD FATHER FANNON HE ~]OULD MEET 

SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE. AFTER THE 

MORNING rqEET ING IN GULFPORT DID NOT COME OFF, A NO AT THE 

URGING OF \~ILSON, FATHER FANNON PERSONALLY TELEPHONED 

SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE IN MErqpHIS. DURING THEIR CONVERSATION, 

SHERIFF BARKSDALE ASSURED FATHER FANNON HE WOULD PERSONALLY 

FL Y TO GULFPORT, MS., IN ORDER TO MEET t·/ IT H FATHER FANNON 

AND v!ILSOtJ AT 6:30 pr~ AT THE HOLIDAY INN. 

FATHER FANNON ADVISED HE CANNOT COMMENT ON \tJILSON 

PERSONALL Y DUE TO THE SHORT LENGTH OF TIME HE HAD CONTACT 

vlITH THIS INDIVIDUAL. HE CONTINUED TO POLITELY REFUSE TO 
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REVEAL THE NATURE OF \IIILSON·S CONFIDENCE IN HIM. 

FATHER FANNON WAS ADVISED BY JACKSON SA IN BRIEF 

CO NCER NING W ILSOfPS REf'lARKS TO THE' GLADDENS ABOUT HIS 

INVOLVEi~ENT IN THE K![~G ASSASSINAT ION; HOWEVER, FATHER 

FANNON REFUSED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS ALSO HAD BEEN THE 

SUBJECT OF ~lILSON·S CONFIDENCE IN HIM. 

SAN ANTO~IO DIVISION AT NEW BRAUNSFELS, TEXAS. CONTACT 

NE~1 BRAUNSFELS PD AND ADVISED THEM OF WILSON·S INCARCERATION 

AT OCEAN SPRINGS, fl1SS., PD, TELEPHONE 875-2211. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING JACKSON DIVISION. 

aT 

SA 1 
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ATTN COkGRESSIONAL INQUIRI"ES UNIT, ROOII] 8988 JEH •. ("IUr,KIN.' 

HE ['1E("I1PHfS TELETYPES TO BUREAU 8/18/78 AND SAN ANTo~JIo 

TELETYPE TO aUREAU 8/16/78. 

Oi~ 8/19/78 BETTY LOU WADE, 233 'SMIHRDo BURLESO,N, TEXAS \vHO 
IS FOfH.JER ,llirE ,OF BURGESS AUlJIE iHLSOfiJ, STATES SHE HAS [vlAI1HIED TO 

\'1ILSOi~- ON 4/4/68 AND CAN POSITIVELY STATE \HLSO\~ t\lAS -AT GRANDVIEW,. 
/ 

f'1I3S0URI, THAT D{-\TE AND COULD [>JOT· HAVE BEE,N I N ('1Ei'JPi~IS, TENN., 

AS HE IS CLAPlING. SHE'SAID THEY RESIDED AT AN Ul~RECAt.LED 
I 

ADDRESS Oi~ HErmICl{ ST. A~!D i:JILSON HAD A JEHELHY -BUSI ['JESS AT 

ThE KATZ DRUG STOHE l[\j GI1ANDVIE\1, f'lISSOURI .. vJADE SAID [YJR. KATZ 
- , 

SU13SQUENTLY .SOLD 'THE DRUG STORE AND THE BUSI NESS WAS }10VED TO 

BELTOiIJ, [HSSQURI, IIJHERE IS HAiJ ESTABLISHED I N A SI'll[~LL SHOPPI i\lG 

CENTER 'U[JDEFI THE i\lAl1E OF WILBUR :,SJEvJELRY. 
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WADE SAID \HLSON NEVEH OvJNED OE HAD ACCESS TO -A WHITE 

MUSTANG VEHICLE AND HER DAUGHTER DEBRA ANN JONES NEE WILSON 

NEVER DROVE ANY VEHICLE FROM KANSAS, CITY, r~ISSOURI, TO 1'1Er1PHIS, 

TENN., ON OR ABOUT 4/4/68. 

i;JADE ADVISED SHE HAS 3EEN DIVORCED FROf'1 WILSON FOR OVER 

, 5 YEARS. SHE SAID \VILSO N HAS tXPERI ENCED {ViENTAL PROBLEil1S FOR 

YEARS AND SHE,DE,SCRIBED HH1 AS A "LIAR AND CON ARTIST WHO CAN'T, 

DIFFERENTIATJi BEHiEEN TRUTH AI'JD FANTASY". SHE SAID HE DEFI NITELY 

NEEDS MEDICAL HELP. 

~JADE SAID SHE HP.S RECEIVED NW1EROUS THREATENI NG Am HARASSI PJG , , 

T~LEPHONE CALLS FROM l;lILSON OVEf{\ THE PREVIOUS 5 YEARS'AND HAD HIM' 

ARRESTED AT CELBURN, TEXAS Ii~ 1976 FOR NON-:-CHILDSUPPOHT 

AND H{l.RASSi'lENT. 'SHE SAID ItJILSON tl}AS CO~lr'lITTED TO A HOSPITAL AT NE~J 

BHAUNFELS, TEXAS'IN 1974-1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE ['1ENTAL. CONDITION. 

ioJADE STATES WILSO{~ ALioJAYS CARRIES A 35 CAL. PISTOL Al'JD SHE WOULD 

CONSiDER HIM DANGEROUS.' / 

SHE }:UHNI,SHED THE FOLLOvlI NG LIST' OF \!JILSOi~'S RELATIVES WHO CAi~ 

SUBSTANTIATE HIS ('lEiHAL CONDITION:~ SISTERS, LYDA f1CGAHEY, 2:002 EAST 

8TH AVE. ~ORTj{,.COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI ,TELEPHONE NUMBER 327-

, -
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114·1, CHRISTINE GUNTHORP, HOUTE '1 BOX 36, FULTON, ;·'iISSISSIPPI; 

BROTHER, ALLISOi~ WILSON, 'I1EFORI·j, !~LA.i3M1A; GHILDREl\I, 3TEPHEN 

l!JAYNE t'IILSOi~, 3117 LIVINGSOON, ~ORT \'JOHTH, TEXAS, TELE,PHONE 

l~UMl:3EI1 923-9414, ~JAEK ?\NTHONY \vILSON, 514- SOUTHEAST GARDENS, APT. 

132, BUHLESO{~, TEXAS, TELEPHONE NUrlBEFI 295-2854, DEBRA ANN JONES," 

2628 NEWBURG RD .• LOT I~Ui-IBER 106 AT BELVDERE,. ILLI NOI.S, TELEPHO hIE 

NUl/iBEn 543-9734. 

DALLAS INDICES SEARCH NEGATIVE HE.WILSON. 

fURTHER LEADS BEING LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF MEMPHIS. , 

8T 
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F['} JALLAS 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY 

[lEl1PHIS (44-1987) P~IOHI TY 

JACKSO lJ (! ~WO) 

SAN ANTO~IO (InFO) 

BT 

UUCLAS E F' r 0 

ATTr~ COf.:GRESSIotJAL HlQUIRIES mUT, ROOI'J 8988 JEH. NURKltJ. 

HE l,mi']PHIS TELETYPES TO BUREAU 3/18/78 At~D SA[J AlrrotUo 

TELETYPE TO BUREAU 8/18/73~ 

otJ 8/19/78 BETTY LOU liADE, 233 SiUH RD. BURLESON, TEXAS {'IHO 
IS FORt·1ER \lIFE OF I?URGESS AUDIE HILSOO, STATES SHE UAS I·1AhNIED TO 

tHLSON Ofl 4/4/BS AND CArl POSITIVELY STATE tllLSON HAS AT GFlAt~DVIE\"1" 

fUSSOURI, THAT DATE iHJD COULD £';07 HAVE BEEr.; IN l'1E('1PHIS, TENN., 

AS HE IS CLAUlICJG. SHE SAID THEY RESIDED AT AO ur~RECALLED 

ADDRESS on HERRICK ST. A1:D ~JILSON HAD A JEUELRY BUSI{~ES3 AT 

THE KATZ DRUG sTORE IN GRANDVIEU, NISSOURI. HADE SAID r-'lR. KATZ 

SU3SQUE:~TLY SOLD THE DRUG STORE ArlD THE BUSIt!ESS ~~AS MOVED TO 

BELTOl:, HISSOURI, t'lHERE IS {"lAS ESTABLISHED I fJ A Si,lALL' SHOPP! f:B 

CENTER U fJDER THE tJArlE OF \J ILB UR' S J E:t"JELRY • 
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tlADE SAID UILSO{J NEVER OtlUED OR HAD AOCESS TO A ~JHITE 

HUSTAt!G VEHICLE A.ND HER DAUGHTER DEBRA ANU JOtJES NEE ~lILSON 

UE.VER DROVE A~~Y VEHICLE FROH KAnSAS crTY, r'USSOURI, TO HE~lPHIS 9 

iEmJ., ON OR ABOUT 4/4/68. 

UADE ADVISED SHE HAS BEEfJ DIVORCED FRON \IILSOtl FOR OVER 

5 YEARS. SHE SAID WILSO N HAS EXP.ERI EriCED HENTAL PROBLEHS FOR 

YEARS AND SHE DESCRIBE)) HUl AS A "LIAR Ar~D cor~ ARTIST tIHO CAN~T 

DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN TRUTH AfJD FANTASY"". SHE SAID HE DEFI NITELY 

f~EEDS NED! CAL HELP. 

~lADE SAID SHE HAS RECEIVED NUNEROUS THREATE:NI ~~ A[,n HARASSI r~ 

TELEPHONE CALLS FFwr,l tilLSOn OVEH THE PREVIOUS 5 YEARS Ar~D HAD HH1 

ARRESTED AT CELBUR tJ, TEXAS Ul 1976 FOR fJO tJ-CHILD SUPPORT 

MID HARASSi"lENT • SHE SAID HIl.SO N \'1AS CONCUTTED TO A HOSPI TAL AT NEt'! 

BRAUiJFELS, TEXAS IfJ 1974-1975 FOR HIS UrJSTP.BLE HEUTAL COKDITIOrJ. 
I 

~JADE STATES tlILSQU AUJAYS CARRIES A 38 CAL. PISTOL Ai'l> SHE \·iouJ,..D 

cor~SIDER HIN DAt:GEROUS. 

SHE. FURUISHED THE FOLL.OHI r~G LIST OF llILSQtJ'S RELATIVES tcJHO CAN 

SUBSTAfnlATEJIIS ftlEfJTAL CO~JDITIO~~= SISTERS, LYDA [t')CGAHEY t 2002 EAS! 

8TH AVE. ::OFtTH, COLUNBUS, [-lISSISSIPPI; TELEPHonE lJUrlBER 327-
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1141, CHRISTlr~E GUtJ!HORP, ROUTE 1 BOX 31$, FULTON, fUSSISSIPPlf 

BROTHER, ALLrsot~ tJILSOIJ, REFORf.1,. ALflBANA; CHILDRErJ, STEPHEtJ 

UAYfJE HILSON, 3117 L.IV!f~GSoOtl, FORT HORTH, TEXAS, TELEPHONE 

NUNBER 923-9414, ~lARK ANTMO NY UILsor,!., 514 SOUTHEAST GARDENS, APT. 

132, BURLESQ IJ, TEXAS, TELEPHO fJE l~UNBER 295-21354, DEBRA AtJtJ JO UES, 

2G28 NEUBURG RD. LOT ~mUBER 106 AT BELVDERE, I1.LI r~lS .. TELEPHO fJE 

fmt·1BER 543 .. 9734" 

DALLAS I ~mICES SEARCH f~EGATIVE RE ~IIl..SOt~. 

FURTHER LEADS BEHlG LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF ~lEMPHrs. 

BT 

2311925Z J fJ 1 
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PP HQ BH DL IN 
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FM l'1ECQPHIS C44-1987 SUB £tJ ) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-388GD PRIORITY 

BIRf1INGHAM PRIORITY 

DALLAS PRIORITY 

JACKSON PRIORITY 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

' • 

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOm 8988 JEH. 

MURKIN. 

RE £1ECQPHIS TELETYPES TO BUREAU'AUGUST 18, 1~78, NO COPIES 

TO BIR~lING HAf1 OR DALLAS. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF BIRMINGHA[1 AND DALLAS, ON AOOUS! l8, 

1978, GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., ADVISED THAT ON 

THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED 2 TELEPHONE CALLS 

FROM BURGESS AUDIE talILSON. t.,rILSON, vJHO WAS FORMERLY IN THE 

TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT ~lEr1PHIS, TENN., \~ITH 

BARKSDALE, INFORMED THE SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING IN 19G8 AT ME~lPHIS ; THAT HIS DAUG HTER DROVE A t-lHITE 

r·1USTANG FROM KANSAS CITY MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS 3 DAYS PRIOR TO 

KING'S DEATH AND WISHED TO SURRENDER TO 

I 

,~ . . 0yI!{J 
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BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, (tUSS. ARRANGEMENTS vlERE 

MADE FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REV. NOEL FANNON, PASTOR, sr. 

ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISS., TO APPEAR 

AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT , ~lISS., AT 6:30 Pt1 ON AUGUST 18, 

1978, AT \vHICH TIME THEY WERE TO BE CONTACTED BY SPECIAL 

AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. \yILSON \yAS CONTACTED BY SPECIAL 

AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; HO~lEVER, HE DECLINED TO DISCUSS 

INFORMATION REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR e MARTIN LUTHER KING 

\rlITH THEM. 

"" ON AUGUST 18, 1978, VERNON AND OPAL HOOTEN, 3095 RUSKIN 

RD ., BARTLETT, TENN., THE FORMER FATHER-IN-LAW AND MOTHER-IN-LAW 

OF ~TILSON, FURNISHED THE FOLLO~IING INFOR~lATION: 

WILSON AND THEIR DAUGHTER BETTY LOU, AGE 47, \QHO NOt1 

RESIDES ~IITH HER PRESENT HUSBAND KEITH ll1ADE AT 233 SirlITH sr., 
BURLESON, TEXAS, 'vERE C1ARRIED IN THE 1940 9 S AND THE MARRIAGE 

WAS TERMINATED BY DIVORCE IN ABOUT 1972 OR 1973. THE WILSONS 

HAD 3 CHILDREN, DEBORAH ANN, AGE 28, HHO NO\'l RESIDES \IJ!TH HER 

HUSBAND CHARl.cIE JONES IN BELLEVt.IE~, ILL".#NySPECIFEIC ADDRESHS
OF NOT K Not1f~;. SI EVEN, AG E 26, AND l~An}\ ANT nu , AG 21, B or 
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WHOM RESIDE IN BURLESON, TEXAS, SPECIF IC ADDRESSES UNKNOWN. 

wILSml H.4S ONE BROTHER AL WILSON, WHO RESIDES IN REFOR[!!}, ALA., 
, . 

AND 2 SISTERS, LYDA t'lC GAHA, vlHO RESIDES IN REFORM, ALA., 

AND CHRISTINE WILSON, [·lARRIED NM1E NOT KNOvlN, \1HO RESIDES IN 

FULTON, (tJISS. HIS PARENTS ARE DECEASED. 

BURGESS AND BETTY LOU WILSON RESIDED IN t1El1PHIS, TENN., 

AT VARIOUS TIMES, SPECIFIC PERIODS OF TIME NOT RECALLED, AT 

KANSAS CITY, MO., AND CANYON I,.AKE, TEXAS. THEY MOVED TO 

KANSAS CITY, r~o., IN 1963 FROM MEMPHIS WHERE THEY OPERATED A 

JEWELRY STORE. BETTY LOU tolILSON LEFT BURGESS AT KANSAS CITY 

AFTER THEY HAD RESIDED THERE 2 OR 3 YEARS AND RETURNED TO f1EMP.HIS. 

\~HILE RESID ING IN KANSAS CITY, f.10., BURGESS PURCHASED A WHITE 

MUSTANG AUTOMOBILE FOR HIS DAUGHTER DEBORAH. THE HOOTENS ARE 

OF THE OPINION THAT THIS WHITE f1USTANG AUTOMOBILE WAS NEVER 

TRANSPORTED TO MEMPHIS, TENN. AFTER BETTY LOU AND THE CHILDREN 

LEFT KANSAS CITY AND RETURNED TO MEMPHIS, BURGESS FOLLmlED 

AND THE FAM!L Y RESIDED IN MEr~PHIS AS A FAM IL Y UNIT FOR A YEAR 

OR 2 BEFORE f-10VING TO CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. THE MARRIAGE vIAS 

TER~lINATED IN CANYON LAKE, TEXAS, BY DIVORCE IN ABOUT 1972 OR 
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1973. BURGESS WILSON WAS SELDOM GAINFULLY EMPLOYED BUT DID 

FROM TIME TO TIME ATTEMPT TO OPERATE JEWELRY STORES AND WATCH 

REPAIR SHOPS. 

ON THE NIGJff OF AUGUST 17, 1978, VERNON HOOTEN RECEIVED A 

TELEPHONE CALL FROM BURGESS AUDIE WILSON AT APPROXIMATE~Y 

8:00 PM. WILSON ASKED GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HEALTH AND 

UELFARE OF THE HOOTENS AND REf1ARKED THAT HE RESIDED IN NEW 

ORLEANS, LA. til ILSON FURNISHED NO, OTHER PERSONAL DATA REGARD ING 

HlftlSELF AND THE PHONE CALL vIAS TERf'lINATED AFTER THE LAPSE OF A 

FEW r·lINUTES. ON AUGUST 18, 1978, VERNON HOOTEN TALKED tJfITH HIS 

SON JAMES HOOTEN, \\fHO RESIDES AT 2081 Sf. ELf10, MEMPHIS, AND HIS 

SON INFORMED HIM THAT BURGESS WILSON HAD ALSO CALLED HIM ON 

THE EVENlOO OF AUGUST 17, 1978. t1HILE WILSON WA~ TALKING tilTH 

EITHER JAC1ES HOOTEN OR HIS ~IIFE MARIE, HE REMARKED THAT HE HAD 

KILLED DR. MART IN LUTHER KING IN 1968. JAMES AND MARIE HOOTEN 

ARE OF THE OPINION THAT t:JILSON \'IAS EXAGGERATING ·AND DO NOT BELIEVE 

THAT HE IN FACT PARTICIPATED IN THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING. 

THE HOOTENS DESCRIBED \vILSON AS A VERY HEAVY D'RINKER; 

HOWEVER, THEY 'POINTED OUT THAT \']HEN DRINKING HE TALKS COHERENTLY 
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AND HIS r~OVEMENTS DO NOT GIVE EVIDENCE THAT HE IS INTOXICATED. 

HE IS A BOASTFUL TALKER AND OFTEN MAKES EXAGGERATED STATEMENTS 

IN A N EFFORT TO Ii~PRESS PEOPLE WHO ARE LISTENING TO HIM. HE 

HAS IN THE PAST BEEN PHYSICALLY ABUSIVE TOWARD HIS \~IFE AND 

CHILDREN AND ON QNE OCCASION HELD HIS FORMER \·lIFE·S HEAD UNDER 

~lATER IN THE BATHTUB FOR A CONSIDERABLE PERIOD OF TIME. HE 

HAS ['lADE THREATS TO KILL VERNON HOOTEN AND HIS FORt1ER \1IFE BETTY 

DU WILSON. ON ONE OCCASION HE CHECKED IN THE VETERANS 

ADf1INISTRATION <VA) HOSPITAL AT [rlEt1PHIS, TENN., DATE NOT 

RECALLED, AND Cot1PLAINED OF A HEART ATTACK; HOWEVER, MEDICAL 

EXAMINATION REVEALED NO HEART PROBLEM. ON ANOTHER OCCASION HE 

CHECKED IN AT THE VA HOSPITAL AND COMPLAINED OF A CRIPPLED LEG 

AND AGAIN MEDICAL EXAMINATION REVEALED NOTHING WAS WRONG WITH 

HIM. VER NON HOOTEN BELIEVES THAT WILSON WOULD FALSELY CONFESS 

TO A CRIME IN ORDER TO HAVE A PLACE TO SLEEP AND EAT IF HE WAS 

IN NEED OF FOOD AND SHELTER. IN THE OPINION OF THE HOOTENS, 

\llILSON IS A COMPULSIVE LIAR AND BOTH ARE OF THE OPINION THAT HE 

HAD NOTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO ~lITH THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. 

~lARTIN LUTHER KING. THEY CANNOT RECALL SPECIFICALLY WHERE HE 
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RESIDED IN 1968 BUT ARE OF THE OPINION THAT HE DID NOT MAINTAIN 

A RESIDENCE IN MEMPHIS AT THAT TIrlE. THEY DO NOT KNOW t.JHETHER 

HE EVER OW NED OR POSSESSED A GUN OR OTHER ~IEAPON BUT ARE OF THE 

OPINION THAT HE DID NOT. 

ON AOOUST 18, 1978, JAMES HOOTEN, 2081 ST. ELMO, r1EMPHIS, 

TENN., FURNISHED THE FOLLOvlING INFORMATION: 

ABOUT 9:30 PC1 ON AUGUST 17, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE vlILSON, 

COMMONLY K.NO\~N AS BILL WILSON, CALLED JM1ES HOOTEN STATING HE 

~IAS CALLING FROM CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. HE MADE GENERAL INQUIRIES 

REGARD ING THE HEALTH AND. t~ELFARE OF JAMES HOOTEN AND HIS WIFE 
, 

MARIE, AND THEN HE REQUESTED HOOTEN TO CALL SHELBY COUNTY, 

TENN., SHERIFF GENE B"ARKSDALE FOR HIM. HOOTEN QUEST lONED HIM 

REGARD ING THE NATURE OF HIS REQUEST, AND vlILSON TOLD HIM HE HAD 

TELEPHONED BARKSDALE ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 17, 1978, AND 

HAD AN APPOINTMENT \'lITH HIM ON AUG UST 20, 1978, PLACE NOT 

STATED. HE INFORMED HOOTEN HE HAD CALLED BARKSDALE A ND vIAS 

MEET ING WITH HIM TO SURRENDER HIMSELF BECAUSE HE SHOT AND KILLED 

DR. HARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1968. HE \vANTED HOOTEN TO CALL SHERIFF 

BARKSDALE FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONFIRMING HIS, \vILSON'S, IDENTITY 
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AND THE APPOINTMENT. HOOTEN REFUSED TO HONOR WILSON·S REQUEST 

AND QUESTIONED HIS SINCERITY REGARDING HIS CLAIM FOR BOTH THE 

KILLIl\lG AND THE APPOINTMENT HITH THE SHERIFF. WILSON INSISTED 

HE HAD KILLED KING AND STATED HE HAD MET WITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE 
PERSONALLY ABOUT 2 {~EEKS PREVIOUSLY. HE TERMINATED THE CALL 

WHE'N HE REALIZED HOOTEN WOULD NOT CALL THE SHERIFF AS HE 

REQUESTED. 

ACCORDING TO HOOTEN, WILSON IS AN EXTREMELY HEAVY DRINKER. 

HE FEELS THAT \'/ILSON WAS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL WHEN 

CALLED AND THAT HIS HEAVY CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL HAS HAD AN 

ADVERSE EFFECT ON HIS MIND. ~'IILSON WAS ,AT ONE TIME PLACED IN AN 

UNKNOt~N HOSPITAL IN TEXAS BY HIS SON, STEVEN, TO HAVE HIM 

TREATED FOR ALCOHOLISM. HOOTEN IS OF THE OPINION THAT \~ILSON 

HAD NOTHING TO DO ~IITH THE ASSA.5SINATION OF DR. KING BUT DUE 

TO THE ~lENTAL DETERIORATION OF HIS MIND MAY BELIEVE HE DID. 

HOOTEN IS NOT CERTAIN BUT BELIEVES \1ILSON WAS NOT IN THE 

MEMPHIS AREA AT THE Tn~E DR. KING WAS KILLED. 

DALLAS \'1 ILL CONTACT BETTY LOU {'lADE AT 233 SMITH ST., 
BURLESON, TEXAS, AND OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT BACKGROUND INFORf1ATION 
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REGARD ING BURGESS ADD IE \oHLSON AS WELL AS THE ADDRESSES OF \r]ILSON·S 

CHILDREN DEBORAH ANN, STEVEN, AND MARK ANTHONY. STEVEN AND 

MARK ANTHONY WILSON SHOULD BE INTERVIEt~ED FOR INFORMATION 

AVAILABLE TO THEM REGARDING BURGESS WILSON AND APPROPRIATE 

LEADS SHOULD BE SET FORTH REQUESTING INTERVIEvl OF DEBORAH ANN 

vlILSON JONES, BELLEVIEW, ILL. 

THE BIRf1INGHAM OFFICE \'IILL INTERVIEW LYDA MC GAHA AND AL 
WILSON AT REFORM, ALA., AND OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION 

RE BURGESS \~ILSON FROM HIS BROTHER AND SISTER. 

JACKSON tHLL ATTEr-]PT TO -LOCATE AND INTERVIE\'1 CHRISTINE 

WILSON, MARRIED NAME NOT KNOvlN, AT FULTON, £1ISS., AND DEVELOP 

ALL PERTINENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE BURGESS WILSON. 

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEv] RELATIVES OF vJILSON RE VERACITY 

OF HIS ALLEGAT 10 NS AND PRESENCE IN fvlEMPHIS D UR ING THE 

CRIT ICAL PERIOD (APRIL 4, 1968) AND IF "TILSON HAS HISTORY 

OF PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS. 

ALL OFFICES NOTE THESE LEADS SHOULD BE GIVEN EXPEDITE 

ATTENTION. 

BT 
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Fi-] NEl·1P.HIS (44-1937 SUB M ) (P> 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY 

BIRt'lIN3HA~·1 PH IORITY 

DALLAS PRIORITY 

JACKsotl PRIORITY 

BT 

U1~CLAS E Fro 

ATTN cotXmESSlONl\L INQUIRIES UU!T!J Rom-, 8988 JEH. 

r1URlCIU. 

HE i·1EHPHIS TELETYPES TO BUREAU AUGUST IS, 1978, flO COPIES 

TO BIRHlr:GHA{,l OR DALLAS. 

fOR tHE It}FOIU1A! IOU OF SIR(Ur~GHAt·l AUD DALLAS, OU AUG US! 18,. 

1918, GEt~E BARKSDALE ~ SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY t' TEtm." ADVI'SED THAT ON 

THE HIGHT OF AUGUST 11,. 1978, HE RECEIVED 2 TELEPHOfJE CALLS 

FRO:,l BURGESS AUDIE tJILSON.. H ILSOU f HHO UAS FORfclERLY IN THE 

TENNESSEE AIR .NATIONAL GUARD UUIT AT HEHPHIS, TErm., U'IT.H 

BI-'RKSDALE, INFORC1ED THE SH~RIFF THAl' HE HAD KILLED DR~, rllARTIl~ 

LUTHER KIt:G IN 1968 AT f.1EHPHI'S ; THAT HIS DAUSHTER DROVE A HHITE 

nUSTAl:G F'ROfcl I{AfJSAS CITY r·lISSOURI, TO i1EC·1PHlS 3 DAYS PRIOR TO 

KING ·S DEATH tHlD HISHED TO SURREIJDER TO 

G,2-S4q ..... 38 , -.. - -- ~-----.---- ---
- • I I 

.. - -'-"" 

, , .' I: . '. 
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BARKSDAl.E AT THE HOL!DAY ItlN, GULFPORT., HISS. ARRAt:GErljEHTS HERE 

HADE FOR tilLSOn AND cm~PAfaon REV. fJOEL FArmON, PASTOR, sr. 

ELIZABETH SETOt! CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAU SPRlt!GS:J rqISS., TO APPEAR 

AT THE HOLIDAY IUU, GULFPORT" l'JISS., AT G:30 Pi'l ON AUGU~r 18;-

1978, AT trHICH TII1E THEY t1ERE TO BE CONTACTED BY SPECIAL 

AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE ill UIL.Sot~ HAS COtJTACTED BY SPECIAL 

.1~GE{JTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; l{OUEVER, HE DECLINED YO Dlscuss 

!l~FORH1iTIOl~ REGARDING THE ASSASSlru~TIOU OF DR. t1ARTItl LUTHER Kllsa 

t1ITH THE('l. 

Ou AUGUst 18, 1978, VERI;OU AND OPAL HOOTEN .. 3095 RUSKIrJ 

RD., BAflT.LEl'T, TEUU e., THE FORi,lER FJ\THER-IN-LAH (H~D C"lOTHER-!tJ-LMl 

OF H ILSOU, FUR tJISHED THE FOLLO~l ING IfJFOlU1A!Ion: 

HILSOn AfJD T,HEIR l?AUGHTER BETTY .LOU, AGE 47, ~}~O riOU 

RESIDES t1 IT H HER PRESENT HUSBAND KEITH UADE AT 233 Si1ITH sr >ff.t 

BURLESOU, TEXAS, tlERE HAF:RIED In THE IS4g·S AtJD THE f-1ARRIAGE 

HAS TERtlllJATED BY DIVORCE IN ABOUT 1972 OR 1973. THE tJILSONS 

HAD 3 CHILDREt1, ~EBORAH ANN, AGE 28, HHO rmH RESIDES UIIH HER 

'i'jU§BAtt~9-.. ~HAR!"bEE~OfJESEHl BELL)!:V,IElR'l}t IL~ftt"An'fSPECI~IC lADDBROJ;;§SOF 
.01 K 'Vd'1; SIr.V t~, AG 26, AN!} ~,JA \ A1h.11\Ju ,AG..c. 2 t In 
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t1HOr1 RESIDE IU B"URLESOU Ie TEXAS, SPECIFIC ADDRESSES utlKtJOtJU. 

UILSOfl HAS O~lE BROTHER ilL ~11LSOfJ, ~IHO RESIDES III REFmU;l, ALA __ , 

AtID 2 SISTERS, LYDA He GAlfA 1Y tlHO RESIDES IU REFORU ~ ALA., 
, 

AtJJ ClfRISTIfJE tllt.SotJ, f1ARRIED flAME nOT J(lJO!Hl, tlHO RESIDES In 

FULTon J NISS. HIS PAREUTS ARE DECEASED. 

aURGESS AND BETTY LOU WILSON RESIDED IlJ t1Ei·1PHIS, TEl'lfJ., 

AT VARIOUS TIMES, SPECIFIC PERIODS OF TIME tiOT RECALLED, AT 

KANSAS CITY, MO ~, Af~D CArlYOn LAI(E, TEXAS. THEY nOVED TO 

KAl~SAS CITY $ (,10 _, III 1})63 FRQ~'l UEf,jPHIS UHERE THEY OPERATED A 

JE~"lELRY srORE. BETTY LOU UILSON LEFT BURGESS AT KAUSAS CITY 

AFTER THEY HAD RESIDED THERE 2 OR 3 YEARS ArID RE'.fURtJED TO t·lEr'lPHIS. 
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1973 .. BURGESS UILsotJ t1AS SELDml GAltJFUl.LY EHPLOYED BUT DID 

rnml rInE TO TIME ArTEC·1?T TO OPERATE JEWELRY STORES AIm t'JATCH 

REPAIR SHOPS~ 

Oll THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17; 1$78, VERtmn liOOTEU RECEIVED Pi 

TELEPHONE CALL FRO{:J BURGESS AUDIE \:1ILSQtl AT APPROXIC-1ATELY 

s:oa P;1. vJILSO.N ASKED GENERAL QUES1IOlJS ABout rHE HEA1.TH AUD 

\'JELFARE OF THE HOOTEtlS A l~D REr,lARlCED THAT HE RESIDED IU t~EU 

ORLEAns,. LA,. U ILSOU FUfHlISHED tJO OTl~ER PERsonAL DATA REGARD ll!S 

HINSELF AN)) THE PHONE CALt. \~.AS TERHIUATED AFTER THE LAPSE OF A 

FEW HINUTES.. on AUGUST 18, 1978". VEFlt~OtJ }:OOTEt~ TALKED tilTH HIS 

SON JAUES HOOTEll, tlMO RESIDES AT 2oB! sr" £1..£·10, C'JE:t,l'pHIS, AtiD HIS 

SON INFOR~1ED RItl l'H.t\T BURGESS ~11LsotJ HAD ALSO CALL.ED 11IH on 

THE EVEt)lt~a OF AUGUST 17, 1973~ ~HlI~E t;:J ILSOU liAS lALltlNG ~ll!H 

EITHER 4td,lES HootEN OR HIS HIFE UARIE _ HE REMARKED THAT M£ HAD 

K1LLED .DR .. r,lAllT IU LUTJ-m:R KII:a It) lS.laa. . JAJll!S AIJD r'lAHIE 1100T£f1 

ARE OF TijE OPIIUOfl tK1T UIl.SOf,l ~JAS ,£XAGGERA:n:·t:a AUD DO uor BELIEVE 

THAT HE HJ FAct PARTICIPATED IU THE ASSASSINATION OF DR " Klt:G" 

THE trOOTENS J)ESORlBED l1ILSOtl AS A VERY HEAVY DRINKER # 

HCX1EVER, THEY POINTED our THAT tHtEN DR.INl{It~G HE tALKS COHEREUTL Y 
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AN!) HIS C,10VEr1EtiTS DO rW! GIVE EVlDEUCE THAT HE IS INTOXICATED" 

HE IS A BOASTFUL TALICEl1 AND O.FTEN [,lAKES EXAGGERATED SIATEl'1EtJTS 

It] AN EFFORT 10 If1PRESS PEOPLE HHO ARE LISTEtJING TO HIr-l. HE 

H~S IU THE PAST BEEN PHYSICALLY ABUSIVE rmJARD HIS ~JIFE AnD 

CHILDREf1 AUD OU otJ[ OCCASIon HELD HIS FORf·1ER UIFEfS HEAD UNDER 

'\'IATER IU THE BATHIUB FOR A conSIDERABLE PERIOD OF l'U1E '.. HE 

HAS HADE THREATS TO KILL VERf~OU ·HOOTEU Arm· HIS FORMER UIFE BETTY 

DU UILsorr. OU ONE OCcASIO.n HE CHECKED IN THE VETERAUS 

ADr'lUlISTRAT IOU (VA) HOSPITAL AT HE{"lPHIS) TENN., DATE NOT 

RECALLED, AtiD Cor']PLAIlJED OF A HEART ATTACK; H9tJEVER, NED leAl. 

EXA~llUATIOrJ REVEALED r:o HEART PROBLE£.l. 011 A{~OTHER OCCASIOU HE 

CHECKED' IN AT THE VA ROSPI1AL AUD COl"lPLAINEDOF A CRIPPLED LEG 

AND AGAIN ~lEOICAl.. EXMUNATIOtJ REVEALED. NOTHlt!G UAS ~1Rot~s ~IITH 

HUI ~ VERNON HOOTEN BEl.IEVES THAT HILSON UOULD FALSELY COUFESS 

TO A CRUll! Itl ORDER TO HAVE A PLACE TO SLEEP A~ID EAT IF HE HAS 

IU NEED 'OF FOOD At!D SHELTER'I! III THE 'OPIUIOn OF THE HOOTEtlS» 

WILSO:J IS A CONPULSIV£ l.Il~R At:n 80TH ARE OF tHE OPItJIOtI THAT HE 

HAD t1OTHU!$ ~lHArSOEVER TO DO 111TH THE ASSASSIt1AT:lotl OF DR • 

(·lARTIN l.UTHER KIt!s. THEY CArmor RECAl.L SPECIF.ICALLY UHERE HE 

.. 

1 
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RESIDED IU 1968 BUT ARE OF THE OPINION THAT HE DID UO! t'lAIlnAIN 

A RESIDEliCE HI NEi-iPHIS AT THAT ! If'lE It: THEY DO NOT 1<t1m'1 HHETHER 

HE EVER DUtJED OR POSSESSED A GUn OR OTHER tJEAPon BUT ARE OF THE 

OPIluon THAT HE DID r~or it 

\ 
Oil AUGUST 18, 1978, JAr1ES HOOTEN, 2081 Sf. EU10 t C,lEtlPHIS, . . . . 

TEtW., FURIUSHED THE FOLLOUItlG InFO~MAT ION: 

ABOUT 9:30 P~·l OtlAUaUST 17, 1978, BURGESS AunIE UILSOt}, 

COHHONLY }(t10t1.fJ, AS BILL lULSOU, CALLED JAMES HOOTEN STATlt!G HE 

UAS CALLIt!3 FRON CAUYotJ LAl{E ~ TEXAS. HE t·lt~DE GENERAL I.tlQUIRIES 

REGARD 1m3 THE HEALTH AIJD UELFARE OF JAtlES HOOTEr,) IHlD HIS H IFE 

MARIE, AtJ> THEn HE REQUESTED HOOTEN TO CALL SHELBY COUnTY" 

TENN. J SHER IFF GENE BARKSDALE FOR HIU., HOOTEN QUEST 10£lED HUl 

REGARD LfJG THE NATURE' OF HIS REQUEST , AI~D \'1IL.son TOLD ·HIrvl HE HAD 

TELEPHON:fi:D BARKSDALE OU THE EVEun:a OF AUGUST 17~ 1978, AND 

HAD AN APPOINT1-1EUT ~IITH HIN on AUG U~T 20# 1978, PLACE Nor 

STATED. rJE IlJFORr1ED HOOTEN HE HAD CALLED BARKSDAL!!; AND HAS . . 
NEET IfJG l'JIl'H Ji1£'1 TO SURRENDER HIHSELF BECAUSE HE SHOT A tlD KILLED 

DR. r.1ARTIU LUTHER KING IU 19G8. HE HANTED HOOTEU TO CALL SHERIFF 

BARKSDALE FOR THE PURPOSE OF COtJFIRr,lU;G HIS, WILSON·S ~ IDENTITY 
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At~ THE: AFPQIUrt1ENT. HOOTEU REFUSED TO Hot!OR UILson f:S REQUEST 

At~D Q~ESTI()tJED HIS SIHCERITY REGARD If;G HIS CLAIH FOR BOTH THE 

I{ILLHza AZ;D THE APPOINnlEI~r tIlTH THE SHERIFF ~ ~lILSON INSISTED 

HE HAD KILtED ltIt:G AND SiATED HE HAD {·lET UIIH SHERIFF BARKSDALE 
PERSOtJALLY ABOUT 2 tlEElrS PREVIOUS!. Y • HZ TERr'lItJATED THE CALL 

tJJIEN HE REALIZED }IOOTEN ~lOULD f~or CALL THE SHERIFF AS HE 

REQUESTED. 

ACCORDlf!S TO HOOTErl~ HILsot~. IS AN EXTREr'lELY HEAVY DRIUKER. 

HE FEELS THAT t1 IL.SOU ~JAS UNDER THE INFLUElJCE OF ALCOHOL HHEI<J 

CALLED At;D THAT MIS HEAVY CONSUC·1Pl'IotJ OF Al..COHqL HAS HAD AlJ 

ADVERSE EFFECT OCJ HIS i-lIt~D. UILSotJ HAS AT DUE 11[1£ PLACED IN AU 

~ mJKUor·]lJ HOSPITAL Il~ TEXAS BY HIS SOfJ, STEVEtJ, TO HAVE HI£.1 

TREATED FOR AL.COHOLISi'1. HOOTEr! IS OF THE OPItUON THAT WILson 

HAD nOTHING TO DO "\UTH THE ASSASSUlAtION OF DR. KlfSa BUT DUE 

TO THE HENTAL DETERIORATION OF HIS HIND [·lAY BELIEVE HE DID. 

HOOTEN IS NOT CER!A!t~ BUT BELIEVES \"IILSOf~ ~lAS NOT ItJ THE 

r·1EMPHIS AREA AT THE TIB!!: DR. K!f:!G t'IAS KILLED" 

DALLAS U IL.L COUTACT- BETTY LOU t1ADE AT 233 S.{clITH S1., 
BURLESOI1, TEXAS, AND OBTAItJ ALL pERTIlJEUr BACKGROUND INFORt·1ATlon 



• e, 
t. 
PAGE EIGHT (C·1E 44-1987 SUB f-l) UtJCLAS E F ! 0 

REGARD It~G SURGESS AUDIE t11l.S0U AS WELL AS THE ADDRESSES OF HIlSOU·8 

CHILDREtJ D·EBORAH AIm, STEVEU 1 AtJD t'lARK ANTHOUY.. STEVEU AfID 

'·lARK AtITHOUY t:}ILSOtJ SHOULD BE ItlTERVIEt'lIID FOR IUFORC,lATION 

AVAILABLE TO THEt"l REGARDlt:a BURGESS tjILsOtJ AND APPROPRIATE 

LEADS SHOULD BE SET FORTH REQUESTlf:S ItJrERVIE~1 OF DEBORAH iHHi 

tIlLS,OU. JOr;ES, BELLEVIEH" ILL .. 

THE l3IRtllt;SHAtJ OFFICE, UILL If~!ERVIE~~ L YDA He GAliA Al~D At 
~lIL.SOtJ AT REFORCcI, Al.A., Atll OBrAUi ALL PERTItJEUT INJ70RHA1IOl} 

HE BURGESS t>IILSOtJ FRotcl HIS BROTHER AfJD SISTER .. 

JAOKSON WILL. ATTEHFT TO LOCATE AUD If~rEHVIEU CHRIstINE 

HILSON, HARRIED flAME nOT KtJotltJ, AT FULTON, ['l1SS .. ; AND DEVELOP 

ALL PERTIUEtiT BACKGROijl!D INFORHATION HE BURGESS UILSO:J ~ 

ALL OFFICES ItJ1'ERVIEH RELATIVES OF t~ILsotJ HE VERACITY 

OF JUS ALLEGATIONS AND PRESEtWE II~ t·1E£'lPJUS DURn;G THE 

CRITICAL PERIOD (APRIL 4, 1968) AlID IF t1Il.SON HAS HISTORY 

OF PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEUS. 

ALL OFFICES UOiE THESE LEADS SHOULD BE GIVEtJ EXPEDITE 

AtTENTION. 

BT 
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H1 SA!~ A NTO NIO (44-1242) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IifJI,jE:DIATE 

JACKSON (62-54,4) Ifv)iI1EDIATE 

[·IE{;1PHIS (44-1987 SUB {II) H1r·1EDIATE' 

2T 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTE!HIoi'~ CO[~GRESSIONAL I1JQUIRY U iH T 

f'lUHKI [II; 00: t1H1PHIS. 

RE Jl\CI<SO[\J TELS TO SA[~ ANTONIO AUGUST 18, 1978. 

INSTANT DATE JO AN[~ CHILDJ1ESS, 113 ['1ILL, SAN [\lARCOS, IX,. 

ADVISED SHE {\'jET BURGESS AUDIEWIL~ON, JR., AKA BILL ilJILSON, AT' 

SI~TLER, TX, 'Ii~ SEPTEf':1BER OF 1977, AND THEY \'JEI~Ei'iARRIED I ill 

NOVENBER OF 19770 THEY SEPARATED FEBRUf\RY 15, 1978 AND 
~ I 

DIVORCE FIi~ALIZED APIUL 26, 19780 ON AUGUST 12, 1978 SHE RECEIVED 

TELEPHONIC (\1ESS'~GE FROlYJ vJlLSOi~ INDICATI NG THAT H'E i'lAS IfJ THE 

STATE OF TE~NESSEE AND ~/AS INVOLVED IN A CAR ACCIDErH 0 vJILSON 

STATED THAT AS A RESULT OF THIS ACCIDENT BOTH OF HIS CEGS WERE 

?lJ'1PUTATED. CHI LORESS AD VI SED THA T \,tl I LSO i\l I S A "'VERY 'CO rN I NCI NG 
') 

LI M( A ND A CO N filA W' 0 HE HAS NEVER til E NIl 0 NED 
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filAHTI[,j'LUTHER KING Al~D HAS NEVER DISPLAYED ANY HATRED OR 
--

DISLIKE FOR t'1ENBERS OF THE BLACK flACL ACCOnDING TO 'CHILDR'ESS', 
f 

SHE BELIEVES THAT WILSON t,JAS I N THE U.· S~ AR[1Y DURING 196f,5, AND 

vJILSON HAS STATED THAT HE WAS A P.O'.i'!. DURING VIETNA!'1 CONFLICT~< 

SHE IS AWARE THAT WILSON VISITED THE VETEHANS ADiVlUJISTRATIO,N 

HOSPITAL AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 0['] SEVERAL OCCASIONS, BUT SHE 

POSSESSES NO KNO\'jLEDGE OF HHl SUFFErH [\[;, FROfVJ ANY PSYCHIATRI C 

PROBLE[I'lS. BY A PREVIOUS r·1ARRIAGE WILSON HAS 3 CHILDREN, 

2 SONS, Arm 1 DAUGHTER, LOCATIONS NOT KNOt<}llj BY CHILDRESS. 

CHILDRESS ADVISED THAT IT IS HER PERSO NAL OPI NIOi~TH.AT 

WILSON IS SICK AND SHE IS NOT IN THE POSTIIO[\} TO PROVIDE 

ANY I[~FORt'IATION REGARDING HIS WHEREABOUTS I ['J 1968 OTHER THI-\N. 
I .. 

THE FACT THAT HE DID ['lENTION THAT HE ONCE RESIDED IN ~lE[l1PHIS, 

TENNESSEE. 

fl TO 

-
LEAD g . SA N A [IlIO NIO A T SA N A NTO NIO, TEXAS, \HLL ATTEivJPT 

VERIFY VISITS TO VETERANS ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL. 

BT 

i I 

\ 
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FN SAl'; A lJTO NIO (44-1242) 

TO DIREOTOR (44-33861) INHEDIATE 

JACKSO~J (62-544) HlHEDIATE 

rlEHPHIS (44"'1987 SUB ,,1) nmEDIA'fE 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTENTION COr~GRESSIONAL I UQUIRY U ru T 

NURKIN; 00; MEMPHIS. 

• 

RE JACKSON TELS TO SAN ANTONIO AUGUST 18" 1978. 

INSTANT DATE JO Arm CHILDRESS, 113 HILL, SAN NAHCOS, TX, 

ADVISED SHE HET BURGESS AUDrE ~lILSO~I,9 JR" t ARA BILL \:JILSO[~t AT 

SAILER, TXt rtJ SEPTEHBER OF 1977, AND THEY l1EnE £i1ARRIED IN 

t!QVEr'1J3ER OF 1977. THEY SEPARATED FEBRUARY 15, 1976 Arm 

DIVOROE FINAl.IZED APRIL 26, 1978. ON AUGUST 12, 1978 SHE RECEIVED 

TELEPHotuc I'lESSAGE FRON WILSON INDICATlf';G THAT HE l'1AS 10 THE 

STATE OF'TEtmESSEE AtJD UAS INVOLVED HJ A CAH ACC!DE~iJ: I) {HLSON 

STATED THf\T tlS A RESULT OF THIS ACCIDEr~T BoTH OF HIS LEGS HERE 

At·1PUTATED ,. 

LIAR Al;D A 

CHILDRESS ADVISED THAT urLSO~; IS A "VERrY. CO\1!\
S
JlrJcriJG 

(o~- LllI-3, , 
cot~ folAW'.. HE HAS flEVER HEUTIODED lHE DEATH OF 

, O~ 0").. 

, 
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HAnTI!; LUTHER KH1G AifD. HAS f1EVER DISPLAYED '{H~Y HATRED OR 

DISLIKE FOR flEi-1BEF:S OF THE SLACH f~ACE. ACCOfm I :':G TO cttILDR EBS, 

SHE BELIEVES THAT UILSOn tIllS I tJ THE U. S. t1R!"lY DURI ~JG 1968, AND 

"\'1IL$O[; HAS STATED THAT HE liAS' Ii p.O.\!. DURING VIETOArl COllFLICT. 

SHE IS AI:]ARE THhT ~JILSOfJ VISITED THE VETEFUU:3 ADDI~;rSTRATIO{J 

HOSPITAL AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS O[J SEVERAL OCCASIONS, BUT SHE 

POSSESSES r;o jWO~JLEDGE OF HUl SUFFERI EG FROU AWl PSYCHIATRI C 

PROBLEns. BY A 'PREVIOUS NAHRlkGE HILSON lIt,S 3 CHILDRErJ, 

2 SOES, AND 1 DAUGHTER" LOCATIOrJS t<:OT lWOU ~J BY CHILDRESS. 

CHILDRESS ADVISED THAT IT IS HER PERSO rJI~L OPI tuoa THAT 

HILsotJ IS SICK At~D SHE IS NOT Hl THE POSTIIotJ TO PROVIDE 

MiY HiFORNATION REGARDIEG HIS \1HEREA130UTS r iJ 19-68 OTHER THAN 

THE FACT THAT HE DID HEt~TIOrJ THAT HE ONCE RESIDED !'~ HEHPHIS, 

TEtJNESSEE. 

LEAD: SAN ANTOUIO AT SAN ANTOflIO, TEI(AS; tULL ATTEMPT 

TO VERIFY VISITS TO VETERANS ADHltasTRATION HOSPITAL. 

ST 
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FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE 

BIRMINGHAM IMMEDIATE 

DALLAS IMMEDIATE . 

HOUSTON IMMEDIATE 

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE 

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) IMMEDIATE 

BT 
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ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH. 

MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS. 

FOR INFORMATION OF HOUSTON, ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE, 

SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, ADVISED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF 

AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED TWO TELEPHONE CALLS FROM BURGESS AUDIE 

WILSON. WILSON, WHO WAS FORMERLY IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL 

GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WITH BARKSDALE, INFORMED THE 

SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR. MARTIN 

(f) - JACKSON 

LCB/~:e,) 
(1)/f~ 

Approved: ~ 
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Date ______ --; 

MEMPHIS; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, 

MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO KING'S DEATH, AND WISHED 

TO SURRENDER TO BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI. 

ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REVEREND NOEL 

FANNON, PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI, TO APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, 

AT 6:30 PM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT WHICH TIME THEY WERE TO BE CON

TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. WILSON WAS CON

TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; HOWEVER, HE DECLINED 

TO DISCUSS INFORMATION REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING WITH THEM. 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL WILSON, WAS ARRESTED BY 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST 18, 

1978, BASED ON PROBATION VIOLATOR WARRANT DATED APRIL 18, 1978, 

ISSUED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, POLICE DEPARTMENT. WILSON PRE

SENTLY INCARCERATED OCEAN S)?RINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT. OCEAN SPRINGS 

)?OLI:CE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND THE LATTER DESIRES HIS RETURN TO TEXAS. 

WILSON CONTACTED AM, AUGUST 19, 1978, BY FBI AND FURNISHED 

FOLLQWINq BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Approved: _______ _ Transmitted -,.-____ :=---..,-__ Per ____ _ 
(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ 
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HE WAS BORN ON AUGUST 28, 1931, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, AND 

RESIDED WITH HIS FAMILY AT GOLDEN, MISSISSIPPI, UNTIL 1936, WHEN 

THEY MOVED TO ELDRIDGE, ALABAMA, WHERE HE WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE 

EIGHTH GRADE AND THEN WENT TO CARBON HILL, ALABAMA, HIGH SCHOOL, 

UNTIL 1947. 

ON MAY 2, 1947, HE ENTERED U. S. AIR FORCE AND WAS DISCHARGED 

1950. AFTER BEING OUT OF THE AIR FORCE FOR APPROXIMATELY EIGHT 

MONTHS, HE WAS RECALLED INTO THE KOREAN WAR UNTIL HE WAS GIVEN AN 

HONORABLE DISCHARGE FEBRUARY, 1960. 

HE AND HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU WILSON, MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

FOLLOWING HIS DISCHARGE AND WORKED FOR PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY 

~OR APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR. AFTER LEAVING PRUDENTIAL, HE OPERATED 

A LAUNDRY AND CLEANING BUSTNESS IN MEMPHIS. DURING THIS TIME HE WAS 

ALSO IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD. 

HE LEFT MEMPHIS, WENT TO GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, WHERE HE BECAME 

A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND REMAINED WITH 

THE RESERVE UNTIL 1970. ALSO, FROM 1966 UNTIL 1970, HE OPERATED A 

JEWELRY STORE BUSINESS, 

IN 1970, HE AND WljfE BETTY .WTLSON MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

AND OPENED A JEWELRY BUSINESS IN BARTLETT, TENNESSEE. IN ADDITION 

Approved: _______ _ Trans mitted --:-:-~--:-__ --:=:----:-__ 
(Number) (Time) 

Per _____ -
FBI/DOJ 
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TO JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE BUILT ALUMINUM STORAGE BUILDINGS, BUT IN 

JUNE, 1970, HIS BUSINESS WAS DESTROYED BY A TORNADO. 

HE THEN WENT TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, AND BECAME EMPLOYED BY 

AIR FORCE RESERVE AS A FLIGHT ENGINEER. HE ALSO OPERATED A JEWELRY 

STORE IN SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974, AND AT THIS TIME HE AND HIS WIFE, 

BETTY, WERE DIVORCED. HE THEN MOVED TO MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS, 

OPENED A JEWELRY STORE, AND MARRIED AVIS LEA HUNTER. HE WAS MARRIED 

FOR APPROXIMATELY S MONTHS 'AND THEY WERE DIVORCED. SHE NOW 

RESIDES AT 1010 HICKORY ,HILL LANE, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE. HE THEN 

WENT TO COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, WHERE HE WORKED IN THE GUBERNATORIAL 

CAMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR CLIFF FINCH. WHILE IN COLUMBUS, HE MARRIED 

PATRICIA SHINDALA OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. DURING THE GUBERNA

TORIAL CAMPAIGN IT WAS SUGGESTED HE TELL PEOPLE HE WAS A RETIRED 

COLONEL AND AN EX-PRISONER O~ WAR. HE LEFT COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, 

JANUARY,. 1976, WENT TO TY~ER, TEXAS, AND STAYED WITH LARRY HUGHEY, 

A FRIEND. HE WENT TO TEXAS FOR PURPOSE OF CLEARING UP SOME CHARGES 

AGAINST HIM AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS. HE WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS, 

TO SEE A FRIEND, AND WHLLE THERE CALLED HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THERE

AFTER POLICE ARRIVED AND ARRESTED HIM ON CHARGE OF NON CHILD SUPPORT 

ON A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIM AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS. HE WAS RELEASED 
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TO AUTHORITIES FROM NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WHERE HE PLED GUILTY TO A 

CHARGE OF THEFT BY CHECK AND RECEIVED A SENTENCE OF EIGHT YEARS 

PROBATION. HE THEN STAYED IN VICINITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS WHERE HE 
-WAS INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION WORK. HE HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN 

EMPLOYEE AND WAS ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF HIS PROBATION BUT WAS 

RELEASED A COUPLE OF WEEKS LATER. HE CONTINUED WORKING AROUND NEW 

BRAUNFELS AND WAS AGAIN ARRESTED FOR POSSESSION OF STOLEN MERCHAN

DISE, BUT THE CHARGES WERE LATER DROPPED. HE CONTINUED IN CONSTRUC

TION BUSINESS AND MARRIED JO ANN CHILDRESS AND WAS DIVORCED AFTER 

THREE MONTHS. IN JANUARY, 1978, HE DEPARTED FOR HOUMA, LOUISIANA, 

AND WORKED FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE CATERERS UNTIL APRIL, 1978, 

WHEN HE WENT TO WORK FOR GULF COAST CATERERS OF NEW IBERIA, 

LOUISIANA, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL THE END OF JUNE, 1978. HE 

CAME TO OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AND OPENED A JEWELRY SHOP AND 

RESIDED AT TWIN PINES APARTMENTS IN OCEAN SPRINGS FOR THE FIRST 

THREE WEEKS THEN MOVED TO ROUTE 6, BOX 387. 

WILSON IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL; DOB AUGUST 28, 1931; 

POB FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHES; 170 POUNDS; BROWN EYES; 

GRAY ,HAIR; SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 422-34-1275; HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE; 
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Date ______ ----j 

MILITARY SERVICE, U. S. AIR FORCE, 1947 - 1960; FATHER BURGESS 

AUDIE WILSON, SR. (DECEASED), GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI; MOTHER MITTIE 

DALE (DECEASED); STEPMOTHER LILLIE MAE WILSON (DECEASED), GRENADA, 

MISSISSIPPI; BROTHER ALLISON TOWERS WILSON, REFORM, ALABAMA; 

SISTER LYDA MC GAHEY, 2002 EAST EIGHTH AVENUE NORTH, COLUMBUS, 

MISSISSIPPI; SISTER CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE, FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 

EX-WIFE BETTY LOU WILSON WADE, BURLESON, TEXAS; EX-WIFE AVIS LEA 

HUNTER, 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE; EX-WIFE 

PATRICIA SHINDALA, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI (BELIEVED KILLED IN 

CAR ACCIDENT); EX-WIFE 30 ANN CHILDRESS, 113 MILL STREET, SAN 

MARCOS, TEXAS; DAUGHTER DEBORAH ANN JONES, HUSBAND CHARLES, 

BELVEDERE, ILLINOIS; SON STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS; 

SON MARK ANTHONY WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS. 

BIRMINGHAM REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW ALLISON TOWERS WILSON, 

BROTHER, REFORM, ALABAMA. 

DALLAS INTERVIEW BETTY:' ,LOU WILSON WADE, EX-WIFE, BURLESON, 

TEXAS, AND SONS STEVEN WAYNE WILSON AND MARK ANTHONY WILSON. IF 

NOT ALREADY DONE, ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS OF DEBORAH ANN JONES, 

DAUGHTER, FOR IMMEDIATE INTERVIEW, WHO IS REPORTEDLY RESIDING IN 

EITHER BELVEDERE OR BELLVIEW, ILLINOIS. 
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HOUSTON REVIEW POLICE RECORDS AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS, FOR FULL 

DETAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT ISSUED BY THAT DEPARTMENT 

AGAINST WILSON. 

MEMPHIS INTERVIEW AVIS LEA HUNTER, EX- WIFE. 

SAN ANTONIO INTERVIEW JO ANN CHILDRESS, EX-WIFE, AND ALSO 

REVIEW RECORDS AT THE AIR FORCE RESERVE CENTER. 

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON FOR FULL BACKGROUND 

INFORMATION AND VERACITY OF HIS ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED DR. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. DETERMINE HIS WHEREABOUTS DURING THE CRITICAL 

PERIOD OF APRIL 4, 1968, AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF 

PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS. ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED IMMEDIATELY 

AND KEEP FBIHQ, MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED. 

INTERVIEW OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., CONTINUING AT 

OCEAN SPRINGS~ MISSISSIPPI, CONCERNING ASSASSINATION. 

BT 
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F!Vl JACKSO~l' (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE 

BIRMINGHAM IMMEDIATE 

DALLAS IMMEDIATE 

HOUSTOf'l IM~1EDIfi.TE 

MEMPHIS (44-1987 'SUB M) IMMEDIATE 

SAr~ ANTONIO (44-1242) I{~~1EDIATE\ 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

,. 

It 
~.-

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOtyl 8988, JEH. 

[;jURKIN; 00: ~1H1PHIS. 

FOR INFORr·1ATION OF HOUSTON, ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GE.NE BARKSDALE, 

SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE,' ADVISED THAT ON THE mGHT OF 

AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED HIO TELEPHONE CALLS FBOr>1 BURGESS AUDIE 

WILSON. WILSON, WHO t~AS FOHMERLY IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL 

GUARD UfHT AT rtlEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WITH BABKSDALE, INFOR[vlED THE 

SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR. ·t;JARTIN LUTHEr-? KING IN 1968 AT 
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tyiEf.1PHIS; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE [y1USTAivG 810tV]· KANSAS CITY 9 

MISSOUR1, TO MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO KING'S DEATH, AND tVISHED 

TO SURRENDER TO BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY I NN, GULFPORT, [ViISSISSIPRI. 

ARRANGEMENTS lvERE ~'1ADE FOR WILSON .A'NDCQlY1PANION REVEREND NOEL 

FANNON, PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETO~ CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI, TO APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY I NN, GULFPORT, l'lISSISSIPPI, 

AT 6:30 P[V] ON AUGUST IEs, 1978, AT Vj~:rCHTllYIE THEY tl/ERE TO BE CON-

TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. WILSON WAS CON-

TACTED BY SPECI'AL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFF! CE; HO\vEVER, HE DECLI NED 

TO DISCUSS I NFORlylATION REGARDI NG THE ASSASSI NATION OF DR 0 frlARTI N 

LUTHER KING \'JITH THE[1o 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JRo, AKA BILL \JJILSON, .WAS A}H~ESTED BY 

OCEAN' SPRINGS, rnSSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPART('IJENT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST 18, 
~ 

1978, BASED ON PROBtHION VIOLATOR ~/ARRANT DATED APRIL 18, 1978, 

ISSUED BY !VHI BRAVNFELS,~TEXAS,. POLICE DEPARTMENL WILSON PRE

SENTLY INCARCERATED OCEAN SPRI NGS POLICE DEPART[1ENT o' OCEAN SPRI NGS 

POLICE DEP.ARTNENT HAS BEEN I N CONTACT \'JITH t~EW BRAUNFELS 9 TEXAS, 

POLICE DEPARTNEtJI/ AND THE LATTER DESIRES HIS RETURN TO TEXASo 

hlILSON CONTACTED MIJ, AUGUST 19,1978, BY FE.! AND FURNISHED. 

FOLLOWI !~G BACKGHOUND I NFORfvjATIO N: 
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HE vJAS BORN .ON AUG UST 28, 193L, AT FULTON, l'lISSISSIPPI, AfvD 

RESIDED \>JITH HIS FA[1ILY AT GOLDEN, ['w1ISSISSIPPI, UNTIL 1936, WHEN 

THEY MOVED TO ELDRIDGE, ~LABAMA, WHERE HE WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE 

EIGHTH GRADE AND. THEN IirENT TO.CARBON HILL, ALABAIYJA, HIGH SCHOOL, 

U [HIL 19470 

ON MAY 2, 1947, HE ENTERED U. S. AIR FORCE AND WAS DISCHARGED 

• 
19521. AFTER BEl NG OUT OF THE AIR FORCE FOR APPROXIfYJATE;LY EIGHT . , 

IfJONTHS, HE. WAS RECALLED lI:lTO 'THE KOR£::ANt!}AR UNTIL HE \V·as GIVEN AN 
. ' . 

. HONORABLE OISCHARGE FEBRUARY, ~960o. 

HE AND HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU WILSON, MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

FOLLOI:JING HIS DISCHARGE' AND WORKED FOR PRUDENTIAL I,NSURANCE COMPAiN 

FOR APPROXH1ATELY ONE YEARo AFTER LEAVI NG' PRUDENTIAL, HE OPERATED 

A LAUNDRY AND CLEANING BUSINESS IN MEfl]PHIS. DURING THIS TltIiE HE WAS 

ALSO I N THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD. 
I 

HE LEFT r:iEl'1PljIS, \l]ENT TO GRANDVIEW, t1ISSOURI, WHERE HE BECAP1E . 

A CIVIL SERVICE a,1PLOYEE'IN THE AlF\ FORCE RESERVE A!'lD REilfAINED WITH 

THE RESERVE UNTIL 19.700 -ALSO, FR 0['.1 1966 UNTIL 1970, HE OPERATED A 

JEWELRY STORE BUSI NESS • 

. IN 1970, HE 'AND IJJIFE BETTY \[ILSON MOVED TO ~1Ef>1PHIS, 'TENNESSEE, 

·AND OPENED A JE\vELRYBUSI NESS I NBARTLETT, TENNESSEE. IN ADDITION 
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TO JE\l}ELRY BUSI NESS, HE BUILT ALUMI NUf1 STORAGE BUILDI NGS, BUT IN 

JUNE, 197'O, HIS BUSINESS .l,vAS, DESTROY~D BY A TORNADO. 

HE THE N WE NT TO SA N ,A NTO NI 0, TEXA$, A ND BE CMIIE El1P LOYED BY . . . 
AIR FORCE RESERVE AS. A. FLIGHT ENGI NEER. HE ALSO OPER ATED A JEWELRY 

( 

STORE Ii\] SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974, AND AT THIS TH1E HE AND HIS wI~E, 

BETTY, \vERE DIVORCED. HE THE 1\1 fl'IOVED TO MOUNTAIN HOlljE, ARKANSAS, 

OPENED A JHJELRY STORE, AND MARRIED AVIS LEA HU1~TER. HEttI/AS [iIARRIED 
\ . 

FOR APPROXHiATELY SIX t·10NTHS AND.THEY WERE DIVORCED. SHE Nm! 

RESIDES AT 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, ~ERMITAGE, TENNESSEE. HE T~E~ 

{'lENT TO COLUI'iBUS, [1ISSISSIPPI, I;])-(EHE HE 1JJORKED IN THE GUBEF:NATORIAL 

CAfrlPA IG rJ FOR GOV ER NOR CLI FF FI NCH. \ 

l:JHILE I NCOLUf·lBUS, HE {I'JARRIED 
, 

PATRICIA SHlr~DALA OF STAR}\VILLE, ivlISSISSIPPI. DURING THE GUB-ERNA-

TORIAL CAiiiPAIG ;11 ITtVAS SUGGESTED HE TELL PEOPLE HE ~JAS A RETIRED 

COLOl~~L AND Ai{EX-PRISONER OF i4AF,. HE LEFT COLUMBUS, l'HSSISSIPPI, 

JAl~UARY, 1976, WENT TO TYLER, TE~AS, At\!DSTAYED ~VlTH L'ARRY HUGHEY, 
, 

A FFU E [~D. HE IvE NT TO TEXAS FOB PURPOSE OF CLEAR I i~G UP SOlvlE CHAR GES 

AGAINST HIl1 AT I\lE~J BRAUNFELS, TEXAS. HE WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS, 

TO SEE A FRIEND, AND WHI~E THERE CALLED HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THERJ:!:

AFTER POLICE ARRIVED AivD ARRESTED HIM ON CHARG[ OF NON CHILD. SUPPORT 

ON A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIfI'J AT CLEVELANb, TEXAS. HE t~AS RELEASED 
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TO AUTHORITIES FROI" NEtv BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, vJHERE HE PLED GUILTY TO A 

CHARGE OF THEFT BY CHECK AND RECEIVED A SENTEillCE OF EIGHT YEARS 

PROBATION. HE THEN STAYED I NVICi lnTY OF l~HI BRAUNFELS WHERE HE 

tvAS llNOLVEP IN COt'JSTRUCTION \vORK. HE HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN 

Ef1iPLOYEE AND WAS ARRESTED FOR VIOLATIOil ] OF HIS PROBATION BWT t.JAS 

RELEASED- A COUPLE OF \VEEKS LATER. hE CONTINUED WORKING AROUN) i'JEW 

BRAUl\iFELS AND VJAS AGAr'N ARRESTED FOR POSSESSION OF STOLEN MERCHA[~-

DISE, BUT THE CHARGES WERE LATER DROPPEDo HE CONTI NUED I,'J CONSTRliC-

TION BUSli'vESS A[~D t'ltd=(RIED JO Ai~l~ CHILDRESS AND WAS, DIVOHCEDAFTER 

,THREE r'lONTHS., Il~ JANUAFlY, f978, HE DEPARTEP FOR HOUl1A, LOUISIANA, 
, ' 

A(JD UOR1{ED FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE CATEFtERS UNTIL APRIL, 1978, 

\'fHEN HE HE[H TO ';JORK FOR GULF COAST CATEf.ERS OF NE\>J IBERIA, 

LOU'ISIA~A, ~JHERE HE REf'JAINED UNTIL . .THE END OF JUNE, 1978. HE 

CAllE TO OCEAtJ SPRIi~G:S, (ylISSISSIPPI, AND OPEI'JED A JEWELRY SHOP AND 
, 

RESIDED AT TlJI;oJ PI tIlES APAHTf.'JENTS I IV OC2:A [I) SPFd NGS FOR THE FIRST 

THREE WEEKS THEN MOVED 'TO ROUTE 6, BOX 387~ 

WILSOK IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

BU;;GESS AUDIE iJILSOi~, JRo, 'AKA BILL; DOB AUGUST 28, 193L; 

POB FULTON, f'lISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHES; 170 POUi'<bS; BROvJN EYES; 

GHAY HAIR; SOCIAL SECUHITY [IiW:JBER 422-34-1275; HIGH SCHOOL GHADUATE; , 
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tHLITARY $ERVICE, U. S. AIR FORCE, 1947 - 1960; FATHER BURGESS 

AUDIE WILSON, SR. (DECEASED), GHENADA, tfJISSISSIPPI; MO'THER flITTLE 

DALE (DECEASED); STEPIVJOTHER LILLIE MAE WILSON <DECEASED), GREi~ADA, 

t;llSSISSIPPI; BROTHER ALLISON TOHERs lifILSON, R£FOR[YJ, ALABAMA; 

SISTER LYDA f'lC GAHEY, 2002 EAST EIGHTH AVENUE NORTH, COLUf'1BUS, 

MISSISSIPPI;'SISTER CHRISIINEGUNTHORPE, FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 

EX-~HFE BETTY LOU hlILSON WADE, BURLESON, TEXAS; EX-\tJIFE AVIS LEA 

HU iIlTER, 1010 HICKORY HI LL LA NE, HERM I TAG E, TENNESSEE;, EX :-tVI FE 

PATRICIA SHINDALA, STAHKVILLE, t.nSSISSIPPI (BELIEVED'KILLED IP 
, - , 

CAR A CCIDE NT); EX-U I FE JO A iJ ill CHILDRESS) 113 {\11 LL STREET, SAN 

l'1AR COS, TEXAS; DAUGHTER D,EBOR P.H A N~l JO NES, H~SB.'HlD CHARLES, 

B€LVEDERE, ILLI~JOIS; SON STEVEN l'JAY1VE t~ILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS; 
( 

SOI~ ['1jAR1< ANTHONY WILSON, BUflLESON, TEXAS. 

BIRMli~GHA[ij REQUESTED TO I~nERVIHJ ALLISOI', Tm'JERS VJILSON, 

! BROTHER, REFORM, ALABAMA. 
/ 

DALLAS r'NTERVIEt'J B£TTY LOU vJILSor~ WADE, EX-:"\HFE, BURLESON, 

TEX~S, AND SONS STEVEN \'JAYNE bJILSON ANI5~1ARK ANTHONY WILSON. IF 
.' , ( . 

i~OT ALREADY DOlVE, ASCERTAI N WH:ZREABOUTS OF DEB,ORAH ANN JONES, 

DAUGHTER, FOR H'lfYJEDIATE INTERVIEH, vmo IS REPORTEDl,..Y RESIDING IN 

EITHEH BELVEDERE OR BELLVIEV1, ILLI NOIS. 
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HOUSTON REVIEI,'J POLICE RECORDS AT CLEVELA~;D, TEXP.S, FOR FULL 

DETAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WA~RANT ISSUED BY THAT DEPARTMENT 

AGAI [liST WILSO N. 

MEMPHIS INTEHVIEW'AVIS LEA HUNTER, EX- WIFE. 

SAN ANTONIO INTERVIHJJO'ANf~ CHILDRESS" EX-WIFE, Am ALSO , . 

REV I E\IJ RECORDS AT THE AIR FORC~ RESERV E C,E [HER .' 

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON FOR FULL BACKGROUND, 

INFOR['JATION AND VERACITY OF' HIS ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED DR. 

[\1ARTIN LUTHER KIi~G. DETER[YJI'NE HIS WHEREABOUTS DURING THE CRITICAL 

PERIOD OF APRIL 4, 1968, AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE,HAD A HISTORY OF 

PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEf'jS. ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED H1f1EDIATELX ' 

Af~D KEEP FBIHQ, [ijEiYjPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED. " 

INTERVIEW OF BURGESS AUDIE \JILLSON, JR., CONTli~UING AT 

OCEAi~ SPRI [~GS, [YJISSISSIPPI, CONCER NI i\G ASSASSI NATION. 

BT 
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ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL lNQUIRY UNIT 

MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS. 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., INMATE, OCEAN SPRINGS CITY JAIL, 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, WAS INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGENTS, AUGUST 

19, 1978~ REGARDING HIS ALLEGED KNOWLEDGE AND INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AFTER HAVING WAIVED HIS 

RlGHTS, AND HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

WILSON ADVISED THAT THE TIME PRIOR TO THE MURDER OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, HE WAS LIVING IN GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, IN A HOUSE ON 

6) - "JACKSON 

LCB/~~,) 
(1) {fur-
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BYERS ROAD WITH HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU, AND HIS THREE CHILDREN, 

DEBORAH, STEVE, AND MARK. HE WAS IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND ALSO 

OPERATED A JEWELRY STORE. 

IN THE COURSE OF HIS JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE MET A WHITE MALE 

ITALIAN WHO WAS IN HIS LATE SIXTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 9 

INCHES TALL, WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 230 POUNDS, AND WHO OPERATED A 

JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON WALNUT STREET. HE STATED THAT THIS WHITE 

MALE INTRODUCED HJM TO ANOTHER WHITE MALE ITALIAN BY THE NAME OF 

MITCH (LNU), WHO WAS IN HIS MID FIFTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY 

5 FEET 10 INCHES TALL, AND WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 190 POUNDS, WHO 

HAD BLACK, WAVY HAIR AND HAD SOME CONNECTION WITH A BONDING 

COMl?ANY, AND ALSO MITCH'S BROTHER, NAME NOT RECALLED, W!iO FIT THE 

SAME PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION AS MITCH, BUT WHO HAD NUMEROUS CUT SCARS 

ON HIS FACE. 

HE STATED THAT MITCH STARTED DELIVERING JEWELRY TO HIM FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF HAVING THE STONES REMOVED FROM THE FITTINGS. HE 

STATED MITCH. USUALLY MET HIM AT A BAR ON WALNUT STREET WElCH WAS 

R,UN By A WHITE FEMALE AND IT ALSQ AJ;'PEARED THAT MITCH MIGHT HAVE 

BEEN A J;'ART OWNER OR HAD AN INTEREST IN THIS BAR. HE STATED THAT 

DUE TO THE VOLUME OF JEWELRY THAT MITCH WAS BRINGING TO HIM, HE 

Approved: _______ _ Per ____ _ 
FBI/DOJ 
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ASKED MITCH ABOUT IT~ AND MITCH ADVISED HIM THAT IT WAS STOLEN 

JEWELRY. MITCH TOLD HIM~ HOWEVER~ THAT HE, WILSON, WAS IN AS DEEP 

AS HE, MITCH, WAS AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO CONTINUE WORKING WITH 

MITCH. HE STATED THIS RELATIONSHIP WITH MITCH CONTINUED UNTIL 

1970. 

HE STATED THAT MITCH BROUGHT UP THE IDEA OF KILLING KING AND 

SAID THAT THERE WAS A $50,000 CONTRACT ON HIM. HOWEVER, HE NEVER 

SAID WHO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT BUT SAID THAT HE COULD GET THE MONEY 

FOR WILSON IF HE KILLED KING. 

WILSON STATED THAT MITCH WAS WELL AWARE OF HIS, WILSON'S, 

THOUGHTS CONCERNING KING AND THE BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, IN 

THAT HIS FATHER, WHO WAS A PASTOR OF THE CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT 

GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI, DIED OJ;i1 A HEART ATTACK WHICH HE, WILSON, 

THOUqHT WAS CAUSED AS A RESULT OF RACIAL TENSIONS AT GRENADA 

BR,OUGHT ON BY ,THE FORCEFUL lNTEGRATION O',B' HIS ;B'ATHER'S CHURCH. 

WILSON STATED THAT APPROXIMATELY FIVE OR SIX MONTHS BEFORE 

KING'S MURDER, HE STARTED GATHERING INFORMATION ON THE MOVEMENTS, 

HABITS~ AND WHEREABOUTS OF KTNG. 

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE, 

REGISTER NUMBER 34L, AND A CESSNA 310 TWIN-ENGINE AIRCRAFT, WHICH 

Approved: ______ _ Trans mitted ---:::c::---:----:---=-:--:----
(Number) (Time) 
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WAS BLUE AND WHITE, WHICH PLANES HE USED TO FLY TO DIFFERENT PLACES 

WHERE KING WAS SUPPOSED TO BE. HE STATED THAT HE RECALLS GOING TO 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA; TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI; JACKSON, TENNESSEE; 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA; AND GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA. HE STATED THAT 

WHILE AT TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI, HE STAYED IN THE RAMADA INN AND 

BELIEVES THAT IN THE OTHER PLACES HE VISITED HE STAYED IN HOLIDAY 

INNS. 

HE STATED THAT MITCH FURNISHED HIM A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE. 

HE STATED THAT HE KEPT THE RIFLE AND THAT JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS OF 

1975, HE HAD IT REWORKED AT A GUNSHOP IN COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, ON 

FOURTH STREET ACROSS ~ROM A BANK. HE STATED THAT THE LAST KNOW

LEDGE HE HAD OF THE RI~LE, HIS OLDER SON, STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, HAD 

THE RIFLE AND A SHOTQUN BUT HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD SOLD IT. 

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAT THERE WAS A GARBAGE STRIKE IN PROGRESS 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AND THAT MITCH CALLED HIM AT HIS STORE IN 

GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, AND TOLD HI'M THAT KING WAS COMING TO MEMPHIS 

~O~ A RALLY ,AND INSTRUCTED WLLSON TO COME TO MEMPHIS WHERE HE WAS 

TO ~EET TWO MEN AT THE WONDER BAR LOCATED AT THE CORNER O~ SUMMER 

A,VENUE AND WHI.TE STATrON ROAD. 

MR. WILSON ADVrSED THAT HE FLEW TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, IN THE 

Approved: _______ _ Transmitted __ ---,-__ =-:---:-__ 
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BONANZA AIRCRAFT AND LANDED AT AN AIRPORT JUST NORTH OF RALEIGH 3 

TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT WAS OPERATED BY A LONG-TIME 

ACQUAINTANCE OF HIS WHO HAD ATTENDED A CHURCH WHICH WAS PASTORED 

BY WILSON'S FATHER IN THE PAST. WILSON STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER, 

DEBORAH, PICKED HIM UP AT THE AIRPORT IN HER 1965 WHITE MUSTANG, 

WHICH WILSON HAD PREVIOUSLY BOUGHT FOR HER AND WHICH WAS REGISTERED 

IN HIS NAME IN MISSOURI. 

HE ADVISED THAT DEBORAH AND HER MOTHER, BETTY LOU, WERE 

STAYING AT THE RESIDENCE OF WILSON'S FATHER-IN-LAW, VERNON HOOTEN, 

3095 RUSKIN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT HOOTEN HAD 

HAD A HEART ATTACK AND THAT HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER WERE TEMPORARILY 

STAYING AT THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE. 

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE WENT TO THE WONDER BAR AND WHILE HAVING 

A DRINK TWQ WHITE MEN APrROACHED HIM, ONE HAVING AN ACCENT SIMILAR 

TO A PUERTO RICAN. 

THE TWO WHITE MALES FURNISHED HIM WITH FBI CREDENTIALS, WHICH 

HE STATED HAD A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPH OF HIMSELF ON IT, 

AND THEY TOOK HIM AND SHOWED HIM. WHERE KING WAS TO HOLD THE RALLY. 

THEY THEN TOOK WILSON TO A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NEAR BEALE 

STREET AND TOOK HIM TO A ROOM. ON THE THIRD FLOOR. THEY TOLD HIM 
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HE WAS TO BE IN THE CROWD AT THE RALLY AND THAT A DECOY SHOT WAS TO 

BE FIRED AND THAT HE WAS THEN TO SHOOT. THEY SAID THAT KING HAD A 

HABIT OF RAISING HIS ARMS OVER HIS HEAD WHEN HE WAS MAKING A SPEECH 

AND THAT THE SECOND TIME THAT HE DID SO, THE SHOTS WERE TO BE FIRED. 

WILSON STATED THAT ON THE DAY OF THE MURDER HE WAS IN THE 

CROWD STANDING NEAR A W'OOD FENCE APPROXIMATELY 60 FEET FROM WHERE 

KING WAS STANDING AND THAT WHEN KING RAISED HIS ARMS THE SECOND 

TIME HE SHOT HIM. 

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD THE RIFLE WHICH HE USED STRAPPED 

TO HIS BELT UNDER A SUIT COAT AND ATTACHED TO HIS BELT ON A SWIVEL. 

HE STATED THAT THE BARREL PROTRUDED FROM BELOW HIS COAT BUT NO ONE 

QUESTIONED HIM CONCERNING IT. HE SAID THAT HE HAD PRACTICED A 

GREAT DEAL SWIVELING THE RIFLE AND FIRING IT. 

HE ADVISED THAT AFTER THE SHOOTING, HE WAS STOPPED BY THE 

MEMPHIS POLICE, BUT HE SHOWED THEM THE CREDENTIALS, AND THEY LET 

HIM GO, AND HE WALKED ON DOWN THE STREET APPROXIMATELY TWO BLOCKS 

TO WHERE HE HAD LEFT THE MUSTANG PARKED. HE ADVISED THAT HE GOT IN 

THE MUSTANG AND DROVE BACK TO THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE, AND HIS 

DAUGHTER, DEBORAH, THEN TQOK HIM TO THE AIRpORT, AND HE GOT HIS 

PLANE AND ~LEW BACK TO KANSAS CITY. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT 
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THAT HE USED WAS ON THE KANSAS SIDE ON THE HIGHWAY TO OLATHE~ 

KANSAS. HE STATED THE AIRPORT WAS RUN BY (FNU) FISHER. HE ALSO 

STATED "THAT HE HAD PURCHASED THE BONANZA AIRCRAFT FROM FISHER. 

WILSON ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK BEFORE THE MURDER~ 

MITCH GAVE HIM $25~000 IN $20 BILLS~ AND FOLLOWING THE MURDER~ 

MITCH GAVE HIM ANOTHER $25~000~ AT WHICH TIME HE GAVE THE 

CREDENTIALS BACK TO MITCH. 

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF JAMES EARL RAY 

HAVING BEEN INVOLVED IN THE CONSPIRACY. 

THE ABOVE INFORMATION REFLECTS COMPLETE DETAILS OF INTERVIEW 

WITH WILSON. 

WILSON HAS SIGNED EXTRADITION PAPERS~ AND EXTRADITION IN 

rROGRESS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

A~PROPRIATE RECIPIENTS REQUESTED TO REINTERVIEW RELATIVES OF 

WILSON IN AN EFFORT TO RESOLVE INCONSISTENCIES CONCERNING HIS 

ArPEARANCE IN MEMrHIS ON APRIL 4~ 1968. 

CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO ALLOWING TWO AGENTS FROM 

MEMPHIS DIVISI'ON WHO ARE THOROUGHLY FAMlLIAR WlTH THE MURKIN 

M1\TTER TO REINTERVIEW WILSON CONCERNING HIS ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN 

THE ASS1\SSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AND ALSO INTERVIEW 
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BY POLYGRAPH OPERATOR FROM MEMPHIS DIVISION. 
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Hj JAC1{SON (62'::544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) H1l'lEDL4TE 

BIAMINGHAM IWMEDIATE 

I I 
I ! i 
I I! 

I I 1 

I \! 

• 

DALLAS IMMEDIATE ALL OFFICES VIA 'FSIHQ 

P·1H1P HI.s (44 -19 87 SUR [V]) II'll·1 ED I f\T E 

SA[~ ANTONIO (44-1242) HH·1EDIATE 

BT 
) 

UrJCLAS EFT 0 

ATTE NT 10 NCO NGRESSIO NAL INQUIRY U NI T 
-

f1UR KI N; 00: NEf'.IP HI S 0 

BURGl!SS AUDIE WILSON, JR., IN!'1ATE, OCEAN SPRINGS CITYJAIL,_ 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSI:3SIPPI, v.JAS INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGEN:rS, AUGUST 

19, 1978, REGARDI ~JG HIS ALLEGED i{Not'JLEDGE AND I iWOLVEffjENT I N THE 

ASSASSI NATION OF DR. MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AJ1TER HAV I NG ivAIVED HIS 

RIG HTS, AND HE FUR NI SHED THE FOL LO I:JI NG I NFOR(vj AT I 0 ill: 

tl,lILSON ADVISED THAT THE TIME PHIOR TO THE MURDER OF [vlARTIN 

LUTHER KING, HE ivAS LIVING IN GRANDVIE\v, l':JISSOURI, Ii~ A l-IOUSJ;: ON 
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BYER S'ROAD 'tHTH HIS \VIFE, BETTY LOU, AND HIS THREE CHILDREN, 
. ! 

DEB OR AH, 'STEVE, A ND ~1AR Ko HE WAS I IV THE AIR rOP. CE RESERVE AND ALSO 

OPERATED'A JEWELRY STORE. 
, . / 

I~J THE COURSE 'oF HIS JHJELRY BUSINESS, HE [v]ET A \lHITE ~1ALE 
/ 

ITALIAN WHO viAS IN HIS LATE SIXTIES AND vlAS APPRO~H1ATELY5 rEET 9 
, , 

INCHES TALL, ~jEIGHED APPROXIr1ATELY 230 POUNDS, AND WHO OPEFIATED A 

JEHELRY TRADE SHOP ON ,WALNUT STREET. HE STATED THAT THIS WHITE 
, " 

t·1ALE INtRODUCED HH1 TO Ai·lOTHER viHITE [yIALE ITALIAN BY THt: iJMlE Or 

('lITCH (LNU), tVHO HAS Ii·J HIS MID FIFTIES AND \'!AS APPROXHfJATELY 

5 FEET 10 INCHES. TALL, Ai'.JD \I}EIGHED APPHOXlfY1ATELY 190 POUNDS, WHO 

HAD BLACK, WAVY HAIR AND HAD SOME CONNECTION WITH A'BONDING 

CO {,:l P A NY , AII]D ALSO ~lITCH'S BROTHER, NM1E NOT RECALLED, WHO FIT THE 

SAl-]E PHYSI CAL DESCRIPTIO N AS lH TCl-{, BUT \-nfO -HAD NUi·1EROUS CUT/ SCARS 
" 

Oi'J HIS rACE. 

HE STATED ,THAT fHTCH-STARTED DELIVERING JE~JELRY TO HH1 FOR 

THE PUHPOSf OF' HAVHJG THE STO.;~ES REMOVED FROf·1 THE FITTI NGS. 

STATED MITCH USUALLY MET HIM AT A BAR ON WALNUT STREET WHICH WAS 

RUI~ ay A i-JHITE FEt-1ALE A~.JD IT ALSO APPEARED THAT tHTCH r'lIGHT HAVE 

BEEI~ A PART OutlER OR HAD AN Ii~TEhES'f I i~ THIS BAR. HE STATED THAT 

DUE TO THE VOLC~E OF JEWELRY THAT MITCH WAS BRI~GI~~ TO HIM, HE 

I 
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ASKED MITCH ABOUT IT, AND MITCH AD~ISED HiM THAT IT WAS STOLEN 

JE',JELRY. rHTCH TOLD,EHl, HOWEVER, THAT HE, \HLSON, l;JAS IN AS DEEP 

AS HE, rtJITCH~ \,lIAS AND THAT HE i:JOULD HAVE TO CONTINUE UORKII~G WITH 

[VJI T CH .. HE STATED THIS HELATIO NSHIP WITH,tHTCH CONTI NUED UNTIL 
\ 

1970. 
( , 

HE STATED THAT NITCl-IBROUGHT UP THE IDEA OF KILLING lUNG AI')D 

SAID TH~T THERE vIAS A $50,000 CONTRACT O[~ HIr1. HOVJEVER, HE NEVER 

SAID 1;JHO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT BUT SAID THAT HE COULD GET THE MONEY 

FOR \;JILSON IF HE KILLED, KING. 

i.r) I L SO N S TAT EDT H (.>,T [rJI T C H ~J A S \:1 ELL A tv AR E 0 F HIS, W I L SO N' S , 
\ 

THOUGHTS COi\jCERNING inNG_AND THE BLACI( CIVIL RIGHTS ('ljQVEt\1E[~T, IN 

THAT HIS FATHER, IJHO I:JAS A PASTOR OF THE CEiHRAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT 

GRE~ADA, MISSISSIPPI, DIED OF A HEART ATTACK WHICH HE, WILSON, 

THOUGHT WAS CAUSED ASA RESULT-OF RACI/~L TENSIONS AT GRENADA 

BROUG HI OIJ BY THE; FOR CEFUL I iHEGR AT 10 N 0 F HIS FATHER'S CHUR CH. 

IvILSON STATED THAT APPROXIMATELY FIVE OR SIX l'10NTHS BEFORE 

InNG'S (vlURDER, HE STARTED GATHERll'JG I;\iFOR~lATION ON THE, l'10VE!VjE'[IlTS, 

HAB ITS, AND 1J1HEREABO UTS 0 F IG i\JG 0 

\OJILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD A REP AND WHITE BOI~t\NZA AIRPLANE, 
, . I 

REGISTER .Nu!vlBER 34L, Arm A CES~NA 310 'TIll N-ENGI NE AIRCRAFT, viHICH 
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HAS BLUE AND i'JHITE, vJHICH PLf;\NES HE USED TO FLY TO DI'FFERENT PLACES 

HHERE KI l~G t'JAS SUPPOSED TO ,BE. 'HE STATED THAT HE RECALLS 'GOI NG TO 
I 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAfvlA; TUPELO, r·HSSISSIPPI; JACKSON, TENNESSEE; 

ATLA['lTA, GEORGiA; Al~D GREEWILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA. HE STATED THAT , 

\qHILE AT TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI, HE STAYED I N THE RArljADA INN Af\D 

BELIEVES THAT IN THE OTHER PLACES HE VISITED HE STAYED IN HOLIDAY 

INNS. 
" 

HE STATED THAT tHICH FUR pJISHED HIW A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE. 

HE STATED THAT HE KEPT THE RIFLE,AND THAT JUST BEFORE CHR"ISn'JAS OF 

1975, HE HAD IT RDtJORKED AT A GUi'ISHOP IN COLUMBUS, tvlISSISSIPPI, ON 

FOURTH STREET ACROSS FROr'1 A BAl~K. HE STATED THAT THE LAST KNOW-

LEDGE HE HAD OF Tj~rE RIFLE, HIS OLDER SON,STEVEN l:JAYNE\HLSON, HAD 

THE RIFLE AND A SHOTG'UN BUT HAD 10l-D HH! THAT HE HAD SOLD IT. 

MR. WILSO'N ADVISED THAT THERE WAS A GARBAGE STRIKE IN PROGR.ESS 
i 

AT f:!EMPHISj TENNESSEE, A~lD THAT ["'HTCH 9ALLED HH1 AT ,HIS STORE IN 
, \ 

GRANDVIEW, i'HSSOURI, AND TOLD HU! THAT KI NG WAS COl'lI NG TO ~'lEr~P,HIS 
, .' 

FOR A RALLy AND INSTRUCTED vJILSON TO CQfo1E TO MEMPHIS \tJHERE HE WAS 

TO ~1EET TWO f.lEN AT THE \VaNDER BAR LOCATED AT THE COR NER OF SUr·1!'1ER 

AVENUE Arm WHITE STATlor',iROAD. 

rllR. tHLSON ADVISED THAT HE FLBJ TO UJEI'1PHIS, TENNESSEE, I N THE 
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BONANZA AIRC~AFT AND LANDED AT AN AIRPORT JUST NORTH OF RALEIGH, 

TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT WAS OPERATED BY A LONG-TIM£ 

ACQUAI i~TANCE OF HIS I;JHO HAD ATTEtv'DED A CHURCH WHICH WAS PASTORED 

Br vlILSON'S FATHER IN THE PAST.' WILSON SH\TED THAT HIS DAUGHTER, 

DEBOR,qH·; PICKED HHfJ UP AT THE AIRPORT.I N,HER 1965 v,iHITE [11USTANG, 
, 

\lJHI CH I;JlLSO N HAD PREVIOUSLY BOUG HT FOR HEHA ND \lJHI CH tvAS REGISTERED 

I N HIS NM'lE IN NISSOURI. " 

HE ADVISED THAT DEBOHAH AND HER f:JOTHER, -BETTY LOU, WERE 

STAYING AT. THE RESIDENCE OF \HLSON'S FATHER-rrJ~LA\lJ, VERNON HOOTEN, 

3095 RUSKIfi ROAD, r~EMPH,IS, TENNESSEEo' HE STATED THAT HOOTEN HAD" 

HAD A HEART ATTACK AND THAT HIS \VIFE AND DAUGHTER \JIERE TE[y}PORARILY 

STAYI~:G AT THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE. 

HILSON ADVISED THAT HE WENT TO THE t10NDER' BAR Af.JD WHILE HAVING 

A DRIi\K TWO t1HITE ['IEN APPROACHED HIl',], 'ONE HAVIf~,AN ACCENT SI[YlILAR 

TO A PUERTO RICAN. 

THE H10 lHlITE MALES FURNISHED HH1 \'lITH FBI CREDE[~TIALS, WHICH 

HE STATED HP,D A BLACK AND (nIITE PHOTOGRAPH OF HH1SELF ON IT, 

AND THEY TOOK HIN. AND SH'O\IJED HIi1 \ljHERE KI tJG VIAS TO HOLD THE RALLY. 

'THEY THEN TOOK \;IILSO NTO A HOTEL ON SOUTH [~AI N STREET NEAR BEALE 

STREET AND TOOK HIM TO A ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOR. THEY TOLD HIM 

168 
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HE HAS TO BE Ii~ THE 'CROVJD AT THE HALLY A[~D THAT ADEC OY SHOT WAS TO , 

BE, FIRED AND THAT HE WAS Tl-IEi~ TO SHOOT. THEY SAID THAT lUNG HAD A 

HABIT OF RAISll1:G HIS AR[\'}S OVEH HIS HlJ:AD \JJHEi~ HE \'1AS [IJAKII~G A SPEECH 

A[~D THAT THE SECOi'JD TH1E THAT HE DID SO ,_ THE SHOTS l:JERE TO BE FIRED. 

WILSO~j' STAtED THAT ON THE DAY OF TH~ MURDER HE HAS I N THE 

CRO\'JD STANDING NEAR A \'JOOD FENCE APPROXH1ATELY 60 FEEt FROr,1 WHERE 

KING UAS STANDING AND THAT \\lHENiG;~G RAISED HIS 'AR[-1STHE SECOND 

TIME-HE SHOT HIM. 

{l'lRo \.JlLSONADVIS'ED THAT HE HAD THE RIFLE \:JHICH HE USED STRAPPED 

TO HIS BELT UNDER A SUIT COAT AND ATTACHED TO HIS BELT ON A SWIVEL. 

HE STATED THAT THE, BARREL PROTRUDED FROI'1 BELOI;1 HIS COAT BUT NO 0 NE . 

QUESTIOhiED HHl CONCERNI~!G IT 0 HE SAID THAT HE HAD PRACTICED" A 

GHEAT DEAL SU IVELHJGTHE RIFLE A [~D FIH I NG IT. 

HE ADVISED THAT AFTER THE SHOOTI.I·jG, HE \4AS S,TOPPED BY THE 

r·1ENPHIS POLICE, BUT~E SHOI:JED THEi'lj .THE CREDEiJIIALS, AND THEY LET 
'- , 

HH1GO, AND HE \U~LKED ON DO\<Ji~ THE STr~EET APPROXH1ATELY 'HiO BLOCKS 

TOlvHERE HE ,HAD LEFT THE f'1USTA~lG' PARKED. HE ADVISED THAT .HEGOT IN 

THE [,'1USTANG A f\JD DROVE BACK TO THE HOOTEI~ RESlpENCE, Ai\D HI'S 

DP.UG HTER, D EBORAH', THE.I~ TOO J{ HHi TO THE AIRPORT ~ A ND HE GOT HIS 
. " 

PLAI~E AND FLEVJ BACI{ TO KANSAS CITY. 
r 
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THAI HE USED /vlAS 0 N THE ·XANSAS SIDE 0 I'; THE HIGHWAY TO OLATHE, 

KANSAS. HE ST.JHED THE AIRPORT WAS RUN BY (FNU) FISH[fi. HE ALSO 

STATED THAT HE HAD PURCHASED THE BONANZA AIRCRAFT FrOM FISHER. 

vJILSorl ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEl, BEFORE THE flc1URDER, 

~lITCH GAVE HIfil $25,0013 IN $20 BILLS,AND FOLLOVJHJG THE mmDER, 

tHTCH GAVE HH1 ANOTHER '$25,000, AT WHICH Trr~E HE GAVE THE 

CEEDEiiTIALS BACK TO ~lITCH. 

\:JILSO[~ ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO K NOI;JLEDGE OF JA~1ES EARL RAY 

HAVI NG BEEl~' IiWOLVED I N THE, CONSPIRACY. 

THE ABOVE I NFORt'1ATIO [Ii HEFLECTS C0l-1PLETE DETAILS .OF I I~TERVIEH 

i,VI TH i;J ILSO IV. .' 

l;JIL30i~ HAS SIGNED EXTRADITION pp,PEnS, A;\lD EXTRADITIO[~ I[~ , . 

Pf~OGnESSJ BY LOCAL AUTHOHITIES. / 

APPROPRIATE RECIPIE:'~TS REQUESTED TO REI i.JTERVIEW RELATIVES OF 

UILSON I[~ A;~ EFFOHT TO HESOLVE IiJCOl~SISTE;,JCIES CONCERNI;~G HIS: 

APPEARAl'JCE IN !'1ElljPI1IS O:~ APRIL 4,1968. 
" 

. CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVE!~ TO ALLO\IJI i'lG H/O AGEiHS FROr,j 

l·lEil lPHI S DI\! I SIO N l,vHO ARE THORO UG HL Y FP'[lI LI AR 1:JI T H THE [.J UR;n ;'J 

flATTEn TO REHIT EEV I £\;} tHLSO i~ CO NCEH m i\G HIS ALLEGED I rllJ OLV Ef.J E i.JT I l~ 

THE ASSASSI NAT 10 [oJ 0 F DR. l'1ART I I'J LUTHER KI i~G A ND ALSO I [\TERV lEU 
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i.;SY POLYG~APH OPERATOR FROrj (:JEriPHIS DIVISIO~). 

BT 
I 

'Fo'n AlW COf{RECTIorJS PLESASE COifft~CT JACl{SO:~ 

/ 

2312300 JiG! 1 
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F~ HOUSTON (44-1509) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) Ii-mEDIATE 

JACKSO N (62-544) HH\1f;:DIATE 

[·JE[··JPHIS (44-,1987 SUB H) H1f·1EDIATE 

0. ...... 
.:11 

UNCLAS' £, F T 0 

IUTEIHIOI~ CONGRESSIONAL Ii'JQUIRIES UNIT, ROOlij 898,8, JEH." 

[\1UR KI llJ. 00: t·1H1PHI S .. 

HEFEnErlCE J,N TEL TO DIRECTOR N 8/19/780 

OIJ 8/19/78, LARRY ALLEN, PATROUiAN, CLEVELAND, TEXAS POLICE 

DEP'ARH'jEi·JT (CPD), REVI,£\vED CPDFILES Ai~D COULD LOCATE, dO RECORD 

IDENTIFIABLE i:.lITH BURGESS 'WDIE WILSON, JR., DOB 8/28/31. ALLEiJ 
1 

ADVISED ('JON-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT, IF FILED IN CLEVELMlD, TEXAS, 

PROBABLY FILED THROUGH CLEVELAND CITY COURT' AND IIJARRANT 'ISSUED 3Y 

CITY JUDGE GLEN JONES. RECORDS CITY COURT NOT AVAILABLE: FOR REVIEW 
, , 

,U!'JTIL 9 AN; 8/21/78 Ai~j) JUDGE GLEi~ .JOtJES CURRENTLY UNAVAILAB'LE. '-

LEAD: HOUST01~ AT CLEVELAND 9 TEXAS: 

If: 
ASAP, ~lO;\jDAY, At"i, vJILL REIJIE1'J CLEVELAND 

PER LEAD SET OUT IWREFERENCED TELETYPE. (01..- 5"'1-41-
BT ' '~1r;-:- ,/) I -

LRlI'l :- l"lY: 

CITY COURT RECORDS 

I 
1 , 1978 
\ 
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FH HOUS1'O(~ (44·-1509) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33361) UIHEDIATE 

JA OKSO U (G2-54Lj-) 1l1HEDIA IE 

HEC'lPHlS (44-1987 SUB tn H'lHEDIATE 

BT 

ur~CLAS EFT 0 
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• 

ATTE [~TIo.N CCH:G RESSIO tJAL I {~SUIRI ES U tJI T ,. ROaH 8988, JEff. 

t-lUfll{! UA 00':, HENPHI S.' 

REFEREN9E IN tEl.. TO DIRECrOJHJ 8/19/78. 

otJ 81i9/78, LARRY JH ... LEti, PATROLNAtl" CLEVELAUD, TEXAS POLICE 

DEPAt1TNEt~T (CPD) 11 REV rEtIED ~PD FILES A {\'D COULD LOCATE riO RECORD 

IDRNTIFIASLE \:JITH BURGESS AUDIE UILSOU t JR .. , DOB 8/28/S£_ A'LL.EN 

tlDV ISED (~otJ"'CHI~D 'SUPPORT tJAflRA NT, IF FIL.ED ! N CLEV ELMJD, TEXAS, 
, " 

. PRpBASLY FllitD THROUGH CLEVELAND CITY COURT AND llARRAfn ISSUED BY 
, 

otTY. JUDGE GLEH JO r~ES. RECORDS cr TV COURT C~OT AVAILABLE FOR REVIE{~ 

uWrIL 5) Ar,l, 8/21/78 J\tlD JUDGE GLEtJ Jotms CURRErnLY UNAVAILABLE. 
I 

. LEAD: HOUSTor~ AT CLEVELAtJD, TEXAS: 
( , . . 

ASAP, r,jQt~DAY1 Ai,!, ¥J1LL flEVIEtl CLEVELAfJD CITY COURT RECORDS 

PER LEAD SET OUT It] REFERENCED TELETYPE. (0 2. - 5 V 1(- q Z. 

HT fi:)~ :OllH 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, JACKSON (62-544) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 8/19/78 

FROM SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR. 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

The following are among items found in the wallet 
of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.: 

Current Texas Driver's License #7911315 
under name of BURGESS ADDIE WILSON, JR., 
113 Mill Street, San Marcos, Texas, DOB 
8/28/31, license expires 1980. 

Handwritten note on back of card giving 
address of 1005 Hickory Hill Lane, C-l03, 
Hermitage, Tennessee, 37076, no name on 
card. 

Business card for MAX D. MURRAY, 
Advertising Representative, Austin, 
Texas, American-Statesman. 

Business card for DAN WERNER, Craftsman 
Workshop, Edgewater Mall, Biloxi, MS, 
telephone 388-9601. 

Note with name KARL FASOID, 863-4761 
(apparently Gulfport, MS, telephone no.) 

Business card for Louisiana Off-Shore 
Caterers, name JIM FONTENOT, Personnel 
Director, Houma, Louisiana, telephone 
876-3642. . 

Pay voucher from Gulf Coast Catering Co., 
New Iberia, Louisiana, for pay period ending 
6/16/78. 

Card with name TAD MURRAY, Mon~oe, 
Louisiana, 323-7382 or 728-4060. Col-~"'tI-«tJ 

S~:IR~HED>QJWINDEXErt • 
~t.J.:UZED .ILED ..IJlIl; -. (j) - Jackson 

I KWS/mae AUG 19 1978 
( 2 ) ~ -8 ifE'I-JAC~-;:SO'~ 

. _ ~iSO~ __ ' ._j 
Buy U.S. Savmgs Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savmgs P~ $f0 FBI/DOJ 
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• 
Card with name BOB CAZOET, 214-521-4195. 

Bill of sale, mainly illegible, but made 
out to VERA M. NEVILL, Route 4, Box 620-G, 
Canyon Lake, Texas. 

Veterans Administration patient data card, 
#422341275, under name of BURGESS A. WILSON, 
Canyon Lake, Texas. 

1977 VFW membership card, #990998, for Post 
Number 8573, Canyon Lake, Texas. 

Names STAN BULLARD and Jones Builders, 
Long Beach, Mississippi. 

Business card for Bill Wilson Builders, 
Custom Homes, Canyon Lake, 'Texas, and 
817 East Euclid, San Antonio, Texas. 

Plastic credit card for Security State 
Bank, Starkville, MS, #37-3894-0, under 
name of Colonel BURGESS A. WILSON, 
USAF retired. 

(WILSON advised he was discharged from USAF 
in 1960 after 12 years service with rank of 
Technical Sergeant.) 

Private pilot's certificate #1106770, under 
name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 13125 
Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri, 64030, 
giving him authorization to fly single and 
multi engine land airplanes, issued by FAA, 
Oklahoma City. 

WILSON claims to be personally acquainted with 
Shelby County, Tennessee, Sheriff GENE BARKSDALE, calling 
BARKSDALE an old flying buddy who flew with WILSON in the 
Tennessee Air National Guard. At that time, BARKSDALE 
headed the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department Vice Squad. 

WILSON has advised that he arrived on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast around 7/1/78. He came to the Gulf Coast from 
Houma, Louisiana, where he worked for the Louisiana Off-Shore 
Company (not further identified). 

2 
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'" ..... ~NITED STATES GOeKNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, JACKSON (62-544) 

UNITED STATES DEPA.IENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 8/19/78 

FROM SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR. 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

The following are among items found in the wallet 
of· BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.: 

Current Texas Driver's License #7911315 
under name of BURGESS ADDIE WILSON, JR., 
113 Mill Street, San Marcos, Texas, DOB 
8/28/31, license expires 1980. 

Handwritten note on back of card giving 
address of 1005 Hickory Hill Lane, C-103, 
Hermitage, Tennessee, 37076, no name on 
card. 

Business card for MAX D. MURRAY, 
Advertising Representative, Austin, 
Texas, American-Statesman. 

Business card for DAN WERNER, Craftsman 
Workshop, Edgewater Mall, Biloxi, MS, 
telephone 388-9601. 

Note with name KARL FASOID, 863-4761 
(apparently Gulfport, MS, telephone no.) 

Business card for Louisiana Off-Shore 
Caterers, name JIM FONTENOT, Personnel 
Director, Houma, Louisiana, telephone 
876-3642. 

Pay voucher from Gulf Coast Catering Co., 
New Iberia, Louisiana, for pay period ending 
6/16/78. 

~ ~~tf-I gO).J 
" ~ ~}~ ct.!,'1(1 Card with na111e TAD MURRAY, Monroe, 
~J ~ Louisiana, 323-7382 or 728-4060. ~ ~~ ?~,,_ '?_ 
~{.fj :'c, ",_J :.". : _____ 1 
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Card with name BOB CAZOET, 214-521-4195. 

Bill of sale, mainly illegible, but made 
out to VERA M. NEVILL, Route 4, Box 620-G, 
Canyon Lake, Texas. 

Veterans Administration patient data card, 
#422341275; under name of BURGESS A. WILSON, 
Canyon Lake, Texas. 

1977 VFW membership card, #990998, for Post 
Number 8573, Canyon Lake, Texas. 

Names STAN BULLARD and Jones Builders, 
Long Beach, Mississippi. 

Business card for Bill Wilson Builders, 
Custom Homes, Canyon Lake, 'Texas, and 
817 East Euclid, San Antonio, Texas. 

Plastic credit card for Security Stat·e 
. Bank, Starkville,' MS, iffo37-3894-0, under 

name of Colonel BURGESS A. WILSON, 
USAF retired. 

(WILSON advised he was discharged from USAF 
in 1960 after 12 years service with rank of 
Technical Sergeant.) 

Private pilot's certificate #1106770, under 
name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 13125 
Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri, 64030, 
giving him authorization to fly single and 
multi engine land airplanes, issued by FAA, 
Oklahoma City. 

WILSON claims to be personally acquainted with 
Shelby County, Tennessee, Sheriff GENE BARKSDALE, calling 
BARKSDALE an old flying buddy who flew with WILSON in the 
Tennessee Air National Guard. At that time, BARKSDALE 
headed the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department Vice Squad. 

WILSON has advised that he arrived on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast around 7/1/78. He came to the Gulf Coast from 
Houma, Louisiana, where he worked for the Louisiana Off-Shore 
Company (not further identified). 

2 
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Fe:RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI. 

Dote of transcription August l.2., 1978 
SeM rq'e.. c.w 

g)''1111 1(!fec:.of·u!K£URGESS ADDIE WILSON, JR., als'o known as Bill, 
date of birth August 28, 1931, Social Security Account Number 
4,22-34-1275, furnished the following information to SA ROYCE 
DAVID HIGNIGHT: 

. Mr. ~ILSON advised that he was born August 28, 1931,' 
'at Fulton, Mississippi, and that he resided with his family at 
Golden, Mississippi, until 1936, at which time the family moved 
to Eldridge, Alabama, where he attended school until the eighth 
grade and then went to high school at Carbon Hill, Alabama, 
until 1947. 

He advised on May 2, 1947, he entered the U. S. Air 
Force and was discharged in 1950. He stated that after being 
out of the Air Force for approximately eight months he was 
recalled for the Korean War and stayed in until February, 1960, 
at which time he "vas given an honorable discharge. 

He and his wife, BETTY LOD WILSON, moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee, following his discharge, where he 'vorked for 
Prudential Insurance Company for approximately one year. 
After leaving Prudential Insurance Company, he operated a 
laundry and cleaning busine$s in Memphis~ During this time, 
he 'vas also in the Tennessee Air National Guard. 

He 'left Memphis, Tennessee, 'vent to Grandview, 
Missouri, where he became a civil service employee in the Air 
Force ~eserve. He stayed employed in the Air Force Reserve 
until 1970. From 1966 unt;il 1970, he also operated a jewelry 
store business. 

111- 1970, he and 'vife, BETTY WILSON," moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee, and opened a jewelry business in Bartlett, 
Tennessee. In addition to the jewelry business, he also built 
aluminum storage buildings. He stated that in June, 1970, a 
tornado hit his business and destroyed, it. 

He then went to San Antonio, Texas, and became 
employed by the Air Force Reserve as a flight engineer. H~ 
also operated a jewelry store in San Anton~o until 1974, when 
he and his wife-BETTY diV():l;G.(a:tld~.------' - __ ----___ _ 

Interviewed on 8/19/78 alkean Springs, Mi ssi ssippiFile # ---1.a.cks..0:rL62-544 

by _~SA~R~O~OO~C~E~D~A~VuT~D~HuT~G~N~T~GHllT~.plm~a=e~ ______ ___ Dote di ctoted _~8+-/...Ll...<9'..J.1.J.7_,,8/..-__ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is louned to 
your ugency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/OOJ 
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He then went to Mountain Home, Arkansas, and opened 

a jewelry store and married AVIS LEA HUNTER. He was married 
to HUNTER for approximately six months, and they divorced • 

. HUNTER now resides at 1010 Hickory Hill Lane, Hermitage, 
, Tennessee. 

He then went to Columbus, Mississippi, "where he , 
worked in the gubernatorial campaign for Governor CLIFF FINCH. 
While in Columbus, he married PATRICIA SHINDALA of Starkville, 
Mississippi. He also advised that while in Columbus he sold 
fire extinguishers. He stated that during the gubernatorial 

, campaign it was suggested that he tell people that he "las a 
retired colonel and an ex-prisoner of war to campaign for 
FINCH. He stated that after the campaign was over, he was 
dropped by the FINCH people. 

, " ,"He left Columbus, Mississippi, in January, 1976, and 
went to Tyler, Texas, where he stayed with LARRY HUGHEY, a 
friend who had a farm. He went to Texas for the purpose of 
cleariqg up some "charges" against, him at New Braunfels, Texas. 

He advised that he went to Dallas, Texas, to see a 
friend, and while there, he called his son and asked him to 
come see him, and shortly thereafter the police arrived and 
arrested him on a charge of non-child support on a warrant 
issued for him at Cleveland, Texas. He was released to 
authorities from New Braunfels, where he pled guilty to a 
charge of theft by check and received a sentence of eight 
years probation. 

He advised that he then stayed in the vicinity of 
New Braunfels where he did construction work. He had an 
altercation with ,another employee', and he was arrested for 
violation of his probation but was released a couple of weeks 
later. He continued working around New Braunfels and was again 
arrested for possessi9n of stolen merchandise which actually 
was a dispute between himself and an associate over some 
property that he had stored for the associate, and the charges 
,,,ere subsequently dropped. He continued in the construction 
business and married JO,ANN CHILDRESS, and they were divorced 
after three months. 

In January of 1978, he went to Houma, Louisiana, 
and went-to work for Louisiana Off-Shore Caterers and worked 
there until April, at which time he went to work for Gulf Coast 
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Caterers of New Iberia, Louisiana, and 'worked there until 
the end of June of 1978, at which time he came to Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, and opened a jewelry shop. He lived 
at the Twin Pines Apartments the first three weeks he was 

"in Ocean Springs and then moved to Route 6, Box 387. 

He furnished the following description of him~elf: 

Name 
Also known as 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Social Security Number 
Education 

. Military service 

Father 

Mother 
Stepmother 

Brother 

Sister 

Sister 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. 
Bill 
August 28, 1931 
Fulton, Mississippi 
5 feet 11 inches 
170 pounds 
Brown 
Gray 
422-34-1275 
High school graduate 
U. S. Air Force 
1947-1960 
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, SR. 
(deceased) 
Grenada, Mississippi 
MITTIE DALE (deceas.ed) 
LILLIE MAE WILSON (deceased) 
Grenada, Mississippi 
ALLISON TOWERS WILSON 
Reform, Alabama 
LYDA MC GAHEY 
2002 East Eighth Avenue North 
Columbus, Mississippi 
CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE 
Fulton, Mississippi 
BETTY LOU WILSON WADE 
Burleson, Texas 
AVIS LEA HUNTER 
1010 Hickory Hill Lane 
Hermitage, Tennessee 
PATRICIA SHI~~ALA 
Starkville, Mississippi 
(believed killed in car 
accident) 
JO ANN CHILDRESS 
113 Mill Street 
San Marcos, Texas 

i 
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Dau.ghter 

Son 

Son 

Page 182 

DEBORAH ANN JONES, 
husband CHARLES, 
Belvedere, Illinois 
STEVEN \-lAYNE WILSON 
Burleson; Texas 
MARK ANTHONY WILSON 
Burleson, Texas 
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• • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

• F9-SG'2-(Rev·. 11-27-70) 
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D ate of tran scription __ A_u-=g~u_s_t_l....;9,-,,-, _1.:;..9...:..7_8 __ _ 

~~C: u, 
j BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., an inmate of the Ocean Springs 

City Jail, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, furnished the following 
information to ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT and K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR., 
who he knows to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi
gation, after having been advised the purpo'se of the interview, be:Lng 
hi~ knowle~ge and involvement in the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
and after having been advised of his Constitutional rights which he 
waived as indicated by an Advice of Rights' and Waiver of Rights Form 
which he signed: 

Mr. WILSON advised that at the time prior to the murder of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, he was living in Grandview, Missouri, in a house, 
on Byers Road with his wife, BETTY LOU, and his three children, 
DEBORAH, STEVE, and MARK. He was in the Air Force Reserve and also 
operated a jewelry store. 

In the course of his jewelry business, he met a white male 
Italian who was in his late sixties and was approximately 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weighed approximately 230 pounds; and who operated a 
jewelry trade shop on Walnut Street. He stated that this white male 
introduced him to another white male Italian by the name of MITCH 
(Last Name 'Unknown) , who was in his mid fifties and was approximately 
5 feet 10 inches tall, and weighed approximately 190 pounds, who had 
black, wavy hair and had, some' connection with a bonding company, an,d 
also MITCH's brother, name not recalled, who fit the same physical 
~escription as MITCH, but who had numerous cut scars on his face. ' 

He stated that. MITCH started. delivering jewelry to him for 
the purpose of having the stones removed from the fittings. He stated 
MITCH usually met him at a bar on Walnut Street which was run by a 
white female and it. also appeared that MITCH'might have been a part 
owner Or had an interest in this bar. He stated that due to the 
volume of jewelry that MITCH was bringing to him, he asked MITCH 
abo~t it" and MITCH advised him that it was stolen j ew·elry. MITCH 
told him, however, that he, WILSON, was in as deep as he, MITCH, was 
and that he would have to continue working with MITCH. He stated 
this relationship with MITCH continued uritil 1970. 

He stated that MITCH brought up the idea of killing KING 
and said that there was a $50',000 contract on him. However, be 

8/19/78 atOcean Springs, MississiPP?t=ile # Jackson 62-544 
Interviewed on ------

SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR. 
SA ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT/RDH/mae 

by , 
8/19/78 Date dictated ---------

This d t contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
ocumen , , d t 'd FBI/DOJ your agency; it and its contents are not to be distrIbute ou Sl e your agency. 
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never said who put out the contract but said that he could get 
the money for WILSON if he killed KING. 

WILSON stated that MITCH was well aware of his~ WILSONTs~ 
. thoughts concerning KING and the black civil rights movement, in_ 
that his father, who was a pastor of the Central Baptist Church at 
Grenada, Mississippi, died of a heart attack which he, WILSON, 
thought was caused as a result of racial tensions at Grenada brought 
on by'the forceful integration of his father's church. 

WILSON stated that approximately five or six months before 
KING's murder, he started gathering information on the movements, 
habits~ and whereabouts of KING. 

\HLSON advised that he had a red and white Bonanza airplane, 
Register Number 34L, and a Cessna 310 twin-engine aircraft, which was 
blue and white, which planes he used to fly to different places 
where KING was supposed to be. He stated that he recalls going to 
Huntsville', Alabama; Tupelo, Mississippi; 3ackson, Tennessee; Atlanta, 
Georgia; and Greenville, South Carolina. He stated that while at 
Tupelo, Mississippi, he stayed in the Ramada Inn and believes that 
in the other places he visited he stayed in Holiday Inns. 

He stated that MITCH furnished him a Japanese sniper rifle. 
He stated that he kept the rifle and that just before Christmas of 
1975, he had it reworked at 'a gunshop in Columbus, Mississippi, on 
~ourth Street across from a bank., He stated that the last knowledge 
he had of ,the rifle, his older son, STEVEN WAYNE WILSON~ had the 
rifle and a sho~gun but had told him that he had sold it. 

Mr. WILSON advised that there was a garbage strike in 
pr~gress at Memphis, Tennessee, and that MITCH call~d him at his 
store in Grandview, Missouri, and told him that KING was coming to 
Memphis for. a rally and instructed WILSON to come to Memphis where 
he was to meet two men at the Wonder Bar located at the corner of 
Summer Avenue and White Station Road. 

Mr. WILSON advised that he flew to Nemphis, Tennessee, 
in the Bonanza aircraft and landed at an airport just north of 
Raleigh,. Tennessee. He stated that the airport was operated by a 
long-time acquaintance of his who had attended a church which was 
pastored .by WTLSON's father :in the past. WILSON stated th~t his 
daughter., DEBORAH, picked him up at the airport in her 1965 white 
Mustang~ which WILSON had previously bought for her and which was 
r~gistered in his name in Missouri. 
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He advised that DEOBRAH and her mother, BETTY LOU, were 
staying at the residence of WILSON's father-in-law, vERNON HOOTEN, 
3095 Ruskin Road, Memphis, Tennessee. He stated that HOOTEN had-had 
a. heart attack and that his wife and daughter. were temporarily stay
ing at the HOOTEN residence. 

WILSON advised that he went to the ~I}"onder Bar and while 
having a drink two white men approached him, one having an accent 
similar to a Puerto Rican. 

The two white males furnished him with FBI credentials, 
which he stated had a black and white photograph of himself on it, 
and they took him and showed him where KING was to hold the rally. 
They then took WILSON to a hotel on South Main Street near Beale 
Street and took him to a room on the third floor. They told him 
he was to be in the. crowd at the rally and that a decoy shot was to 
be fired and that he was then to shoot. They said that KING had a 
hqbit of raising his arms over his head when he was making a speech 
and that the second time that he did so, the shots were to be fired. 

WILSON stated that 0n the day of the murder he was in the 
crowd standing near a wood fence approximate~y 60 feet from where 
KINQ was standing and that when KING raised his arms the second time 
he shot him. . 

Mr. WILSON advised that he had the rifle which he used 
strqpped ·to his belt under a suit coat and attached to his belt on 
a swivel .. He stated that the barrel protruded from below his coat 
but no one questioned him concerning it. He said that he had prac
ticed a great deal swiveling the rifle and firing it. 

He advised that after the shooting, he was stopped by the 
Memphis police, but he showed them the. credentials, and they let 
him go,. and he walked on down the street approximately two blocks 
to where he had left the. Mustang parked. He advise"d that he got 
in the. Mustang and drove back to the HOOTEN residence, and his 
daughter, DEBORAH, then took him to the airport, and he got his 
plane and flew back to. Kansas City. He stated that the airport 
that he used was on the Kansas .side on the highway to Olathe, 
Kansas. He stated the airport was run by (First Name Unknown) 
FISHER. He ·also stated that he had purchased the Bonanza aircraft 
from FI;SHER. 

WILSON advised that approximately one week before the 
murder, MITCH gave him $25,000 in $20 bills, and following the 
murder, MITCH' gave him another $25,000, at which time he gave the 
credentials back to MITCH. 
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WILSON advised that he has no knowledge of JAMES EARL 
RAY having been involved in the conspiracy. 



.. • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

TO SAC, JACKSON (62-544) (p) DATE: 8/19/78 

FROM SA KENNETH P. HUGHES 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
KENNETH P. HUGHES on 8/19/78: 

FREDDY TILGHAM, Chief of Police, Grenada, MS, Police 
Department, could locate no arrest record on BURGESS AUDIE 
WILSON, JR., DOB 8/28/31, Fulton, MS. 

Grenada, MS, City Directory shows Central Baptist 
Church, 333 Second Street, Grenada, MS, and pastor Reverend 
JOE BELL. 

HUBERT SPEARS, U. S. Post Office, Grenada,advised 
they did have a B. A. WILSON as a preacher at the Central 
Baptist Church, Grenada, approximately four or five years 
ago when he died. SPEARS stated WILSON's wife, first name 
possibly GLADYS, stayed in Grenada approximately one year 
and lived at 375 Levee Street, which house is now vacant 
and in the process of being torn down. While in Grenada, 
B. A. WILSON and wife lived in the church parsonage located 
behind Central Baptist Church. There were no children living 
with WILSON and his wife at that time, and if they had any 
children, they were all grown. 

Review of City Directory shows Mrs. LILLY M~ WILSON 
residing 375 South Levee Street, Grenada. 

Reverend JOE BELL, Pastor, Central Baptist Church, 
advised BURGESS AUDIE WILSON was pastor at Central Baptist 
Church for approximately 13 years-until he died of a heart 
attack on 1/7767. BELL estimated WILSON was pastor from 1954 
to 1967. He stated WILSON and his second wife, LILLY, lived 
in the church parsonage. 

BELL stated WILSON had four children who were as 
follows: Mrs. CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE (phonetic), who lives in 
Fulton, MS; BILL WILSON, Kansas City, Kansas; LIDA (L~)q l"
Columbus, MS; and one other son, name not known. 02-5-" -, g 

,
. ~:/::kSon !~;;;":;~~;~;~~:rj 
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BELL believed all of WILSON's children were married 
and knew that B. A. WILSON had churches at Camp Creek, Fulton, 
MS; Lynn Station, north of Jasper, Alabama; and at Eldridge, 
Alabama, prior to coming to Grenada in 1954. LILLY WILSON, 
wife of B. A. WILSON, died approximately one year ago in a 
nursing home at Fulton, MS. B. A. WILSON and his wife, LILLY, 
had a house in Grenada located at the corner of Levee and 4th 
Street, and BELL knew of no other land the WILSONs owned in 
Grenada. Concerning BILL WILSON, BELL stated that he was a 
pilot and flew for a freight line or unknown airline in Kansas 
City, Kansas, and reportedly flew freight to Guam and other 
islands. 

BELL knew that BILL WILSON had caused his father 
problems concerning debts that his father, B. A. WILSON, had 
to pay, and he believed that BILL WILSON had been arrested on 
an embezzlement charge possibly in California. BELL recalled 
that BILL WILSON flew into Memphis, Tennessee, on Sunday, the 
day before the funeral, which was on a Monday, with his second 
wifec

; BELL did not know if BILL WILSON had any children. BELL 
did not know how long BILL WILSON stayed in Grenada as he, 
BELL, left on Tuesday, the day after the funeral. BELL did 
know that BILL WILSON's stepmother, LILLY WILSON, had no use 
for BILL WILSON, and LILLY WILSON told BELL she never wanted 
to lay eyes on him again or have BILL WILSON put a foot in her 
house. LILLY WILSON told BELL that BILL WILSON did not deserve 
any part of his father's inheritance as the father had already 
paid off many of his debts. 

BELL stated he did hear that BILL WILSON did obtain 
his father's shotgun during the settlement of the estate, 
which shotgun at that time was valued between $150 and $200. 
BELL further stated BILL WILSON's other brother and BILL 
WILSON apparently argued over the'shotgun, and the other 
unknown brother left in disgust, leaving the shotgun to BILL 
WILSON. BELL stated an attorney by the name of FREDERICKS in 
Grenada read B. A. WILSON, SR.'s will. 

2 
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SA KENNETH P. HUGHES 

MURKIN 

The follot'1ing irtvestisation t'1as conducted by SA 
KENNETH P. HUGHES oil 8/19/78: 

FREDDY TILGHAM, Chief of Police, Grenada, MS, Polica 
Department" could locate no arrest re¢ord on BURGESS AUDIE 
HILSON" JR. j DOB 8/28/31;' Fulton, t-1S. 

Grenada, MS, City Directory shows Central Baptist 
Church, 333 Second Street, Grenada, MS, and pastor Reverend 
JOE BELL. 

HUBERT SPEARS, U. S. Post ,Office, Grenada, advised 
they did have a B. A. WILSON as a preacher at the Central 
Baptist Church, Grenada; approximately four or five years 
ago t"hen he died. SPEARS stated lVILSONtg wife. first name 
possibly GLADYS; stayed in Grenada approximately one year 
and lived at 375 Levee Street, which house is now vacant 
and in the process of being torn down. l~ile in Grenada, 
B. A. lVlLSON and wife lived in the church parsonage located 
behind Central Baptist Church. There were no children living 
with HILSON and his wife at that timet and if they had any 
children. they were all grown. 

Reviet'1 of City Directory shows Mrs. LILLY ~1. lJILSON 
residing 375 South Levee Streett Grenada. 

Reverend JOE BELL, Pastor, Central Baptist Church; 
advised BURGESS AUOIE t{(LSON was pastor at Central Baptist 
Church for app.~oximately 13 yea~s until he died of a heart 
attack on 1/7767. BELL estiinated t.JILSON 't'1as pastor from 1954 
to 1967. He stated HILSON artd his second 'tvife. LILLY, lived 
in the ehureh parsonage. 

BELL stated WILSON had four children who we~e as 
follo'to1S: Nrs. CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE (phonetic), who lives in 
Fulton, 1-1S; BILL t-1ILSON, Kansas City, I<ansas; LIDA (LNU?,. 
Columbus. MS; and one other son, name not ~o~~ ~2r-c~.~~~!tj 

(i) - Jackson . 'OiAi/'~< O~--= 

~~~ I liil~.'.H!i,j 
,LeG 
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IN 62-544 

BELL belieYed all of WILSON's children ~ere married 
and knel'1 that B. Ao l-lILSON had churches at Camp Creek, Fulton; 
MS; Lynn Station. north of Jasp~~, Alabama; and at Eldridge, 
Alabama, p~i()r to coming to Grenada in 1954. LILLY HILSON, 
wife of B. A. WILSON, died approximately one year ago in a 
nursing home at Fulton, MS. B. A. l~ILSON and his l'1ife,. LILLY, 
had a house in Grenada located at the corner of Levee and 4th 
Street, and BELL knew of no othe~ land the lfiLSON's owned in 
Grenada. Concerning BILL t~ItSON, BELt stated that he was a 
pilot and flew for a freight line or unknown airline in Ransas 
City; Kansas, and reportedly flew freight to Guam and other 
islands. 

BELL knew that BILL WILSON had caused his father 
problems concerning debts that his father, B. A. WILSON, had 
to pay, and he believed that BILL WILSON had been arrested on 
an embezzlement charge possibly in California. BELL recalled 
that BILL WILSON flew into Memphis, Tennessee, on Sunday, the 
day before the funeral, wh~ch was on a Monday, with his second 
wife. BELL did not know if BILL t·lILSON bad any children. BELL 
did not know how long BILL WILSON stayed in Grenada as he, 
BELL, left on Tuesday the day after the funeral. BELL did 
know that BILL WILSON's stepmother. LILLY WILSON, had no Use 
for BILL WILSON, and LILLY WILSON told BELL she never wanted 
to lay eyes on him again or have BILL WILSON put a foot in her 
house. LILLY WILSON told BELL that BILL WILSON did not deserve 
any part of his father's inheritance as the father had already 
paid off many of his debts. 

BELL stated he did hear that BILL WILSON did obtain 
his f~ther's shotgun during the settl~ment of the estate, 
which shotgun at that time ,vas valued between $150 and $200. 
BELL further stated BILL WILSON's other brother and BILL 
WILSON apparently argued over the shotgun. and the other 
unknown brother left in disgust, leaving the shotgun to BILL 
WILSON. BELL stated an attorney by the name of FREDERICKS in 
Gt'enada read B. A. l-lILSON, SR.' S ''Jill. 

2 
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Fr1' DALLAS (44-2649) RUC 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) Il1[',1E:DIATE 

MEMPHIS (44~1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE 

JA C KSO N HE'lEDI ATE 

B1 

U NCLAS EFT 0 

ATTi~: COi~RESSIONAL INQUIHIES UNIT, Ro'Of1 8988, JEH •. 

HE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR 8-20-78. 
. . 

BETTY LOU WADE RECONCATED 8-20-78, AND STATES VISIT TO t1EMPHIS-

TO SEE VER i\J01~ HOaTEh:, BAPTIST HOSP)TAL, .WAS SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER KI NG 

MURDER 0 

WADE CONFIRMS-wILSON BOUGHT DAUGHTER A CREAM COLO~E:D MUSTANG 

IN FEBURARY 1968, BUT SAYS HE NEVER DROVE VEHICLE ON A[~Y TFUPS 

TO HER KNO~JLEDGE. SHE ALSO RECONFIRMS THAT WILSON \'JAS AT HOf.1E IN 

GRANDVIEW, ~IOo AT TH1E KINGf'1URDERED. SHE STATED THAT SHE HAS NEVER 

HEARD WILSONl'1AKE ANY STATEf1ENT THAT HE KILLED NARTI i~ 

LUTHER KING. 

STEPHEN VJAYNE \oJlLSON SAYS HE \vAS 15 ON 4-4-68, A[~D RECALLS 
I 

SEEING OF Kli~GS DEATH ON TV AT HOr1E Ir~ GRANDVIEVJ, ~JOo HE CONFIR!Y]S . . \ 

FATHER BUfiGESS AUDIE WIL50NWAS ALSO HOME AT THAT TIME. STATES THAT 
I 

THERE vIAS NO I:JAY ,HIS FATHER COULD HAVE 

" 



e_ 

PAGE TWO DALLAS 44-2649 UNCLAS EFT 0 

STEPHEN ~JILSON CONFIRI'lJED SISTER OHNED 1965 ~1USTANG AND FATHER 

DROVE IT ON OCCASION BUI DOES· NOT RECALL HE EVER DROVE IT TO MEMPHIS, 

T E i,j,NES SEE. 

DESCRIBES FATHER AS ALCOHOLIC tHTH SERIOUS IYJENTAL PR·OBLEfiiS. 

SAID HE PLACED FATHER IN ALCOHOLI C REHABI LI rATION eLI NI C AT SAN 

A NTO NIO, TEXAS FOR· 3- 4· DAYS· I·N JANUARY 1976 TO DRY HIM OUT. 

FATHER,.LIVED \tJITH HIM FOR BRIEF TltyjE AFTERlJJARDS AND VJOULD DRINK 

CONSTANTLY AND DO AND. SAY CRAZY THINGS. SAYS NEVER HEARD 

FP,THER EVER ~jAKE STATE[1iENT\THAT HE lULLED r'1ARTIl~ LUTHtH KING. 

r'JARK ANTHOrllY WILSON INT£RVIE~JED 8/20/78 AND STAtED FATHER 

BURGESS AUDIE HILSON IS A VEl1Y SICK iY1A~! AND POSSIBLY ItNSANE. 

SAYS HIS FATHER COlJLD'rWT HAVE KILLED DR •. KING SINCE TO THE BEST 
, f < < 

OF .HIS RECOLLECTIOIJ BURGESS ltJILSON WAS AT HO(·1E IN GRANI) VIEW, 

['110. Oi'v THAT u{\TE. THI1\lKS ['10THER AND SISTER VISITING GHAND[fJOTHEf-{ 

AT f1HiPHIS, TENI~. t\iJD FAr'HER \lJAS HO!\lE ltJITH HIM AND BROTHER STEPHE,~. 
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~vILSOi'J DECRIBES FATHER AS HABITUAL LIAR AND ALCOHOLIC vJHO 

"\lOULD WALK AROUND THE ·TRUTH TO TELL A LI f~." SAYS FATHER HAS 

ALWAYS WANTED TO BE SO[rlEONE IfiiPORTANT MiD HAS EXPRESSED THE 
, 

OPI.NiOl') i'JU!ljEROUS TH1ES THAT THE hlHOLE ~JORLD IS CRAZY Af~D HE IS 
\ 

THE .0r·;LY SAi~E PERSON I N IT. STALES FATHER \vAS PRIVATE PILOT 

.U 01~E TIME AND DID HAVE BO[~AiJ~A AIRCRAFT VJHILE THI!.Y· LIVED AT 

GRANDVIEW, l'JO. CO[~FIRMSSISTER HAS CREAN r1USTAi~G A.ND FATHER DROVE 

IT ON OCCASIdN BUT hIEVEP. TOO}{ IT OUT OF TOi'J.f,j • 

. HE SAYS HE lAST SAW HIS FATHER IN SAlv f'1ARCUS, TEXAS I N. JAi'~UARY 

1978 vJHEN STEPHE['j A [~D H~ HAD DI [IlNER 'vJI TH THEIR FATHER. ~AID HE' 

SEEi1ED TO BE DOING OK AND [1;0 INDICATION OF A;~Y PROBLE~lS AT THAT TIl1E. 
\ 

SAYS HE NEVER HEARD HIS FATHER [~AKE ALlt::GATlON TH/AT HE i(ILLED t·lARTI l~ 

lUTHER KI l~G • 

BT 

hEC 0 HE TEL ClR TO U 
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DE DL 

o 212045Z AUG 78 

H] DALLAS (44-2649) RUC 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) Ii'KIEDIATE 

HEl,lPHIS (44-1967 SUB H) INHEDIA!E 

JAOI{SON IHHEDIATE 

BT 

U!;CLAS EFT 0 

• 

ATTlJ: CO':GRESSIONAL Ir~QUIR"IES Ur~I'r, KOOr'l 8988, JEH. 

BURKIIJ. 

RE t'lE[,]PHIS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR 6-20-78. 

BEl'TY LOU tJADE RECOtJCATED 8-20-78, Ar~ STATES VISIT TO l'lEHPHIS 

TO SEE VER rJO rJ HOOTEtJ, BAPTIST HOSP! TAL, UAS SEVERAL UEEKS AFTER KI t~a 
• 

~lURDER .. 

tlADE corWIRflS t:JIl.SON BOUGHT DAUGHTER A CREAH COLORED NUSTAt~G 

HJ FEBURARY 1968, BUT SAYS HE fJEVER DROVE ,VEHICLE O~l Af1Y THIPS 

TO HER Kr;O~lLEDGE. SHE ALSO RECOtiFIRC1S THAT UILSON HAS AT HONE I tJ 

GRAfJDVIEU, HO. AT Tli-lE KN;G HURDERED. SHE STATED THAT SHE HAS r;EVER 

HEARD ~HLSOrJ [!lAKE JHJY STATEt-lEtJT THAT HE KILLED HARTL r~ 

LUTHER KI NG It 

STEPHE~~ t"lAY~JE WILSall SAYS HE ~JAS 15 OU 4~4-68, iH:D RECALLS 

SEEHiS OF Klt<:GS DEATH Of} TV AT Hot·1E IN GRANDVIEU, £.10. HE CQNFIFWS 

FATHER BURGESS AUDIE {HLSOtJ f;JAS ALSO HOf1E AT THAT TIr~E. STATES THAT 

THERE \:JAS NO tlAY HIS FATHER COULD HAVE lULLED KI.r~Go (PL-S~'1'-lf1 

DV»- O\ta, 

LCi3 
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STEPHE[J ~lILSO fJ COfJFIRr'lED SISTER QUI~ED 19G5 [c1USTAKG Ar:D FATHER 

DROVE-I! ON OCCASIOfJ BUT DOES NO! RECALL HE EVER DROVE IT TO i'1E~lPHIS, 

TENtJESSEE. 

DESCRIBES FATHER AS ALCOHOLI C WITH SERIOUS HErJTAL PROBLENS. 

SAID HE PLACED FATHER r £1 ALCOHOL! C REHAB!LI TAT!O~J OLI ~u C At SM~ 

Ar;TONlO, TEXAS FOR 3 -'4 DAYS III JAlJUAaV 1976 TO DRY HUl OUTe 

FATHER LIVED UITH HIH FOR BRIEF TINE AF'TEfi\"lARDS At:D tJOULD DRum 

. COtJSTAtJTLY AND DO Arm SAY CRAZY THH~GS. SAYS iJEVER HEARD 

FATHER EVER MAKE STATEHE~3T THAT HE KILLED r'lARTIN LUTHER KING. 

HAR K ANTHO fiY WILSO fJ INTERVI EJ:IED 8/20/78 AND STATED FATHER 

BURGESS AUDIE HILSOCJ IS A VERY SICK ('IAtJ AtJD POSSIBLY I NSAt;E. 

SAYS HIS FATHER COULD ·'NOT HAVE KILLED DR. Klr!G SHlCE TO THE BEST 

OF HIS RECOLLECTIOCJ BURGESS t:JII..SON ~lAS AT' HO[,1E I rJ GRAND VIE~J, 

HO. a tJ THAT DATE. TH! NKS HorHER AND SISTER VISITI r~ GRAfJDHOTHER 

AT r'lE~'IPHIS" TEtHl. At~D FATHER ~JAS HONE ~llTH HIN AND BROTHER SlEPHEtJ • 
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UILSOfJ DECRIBES FAIHER AS HABITUAL LIAR AIJD AL.COHOLIC ~lHO 

"UOULD \'JALK AROUND THE TRUTH TO TELL A LIE. n SAYS FATHER HAS 

ALT;JAYS HANTED TO BE' SOHE01~E U1PORTANT AfJD HAS EXPRESSED THE 

OPINIOfl tiUMEROUS TU1ES THAT THE ~IHOLE UORLD IS CRAZY At:)) HE IS 

THE ONLY SJHJE PERSOU I f~ IT. STATES FATHER ~IAS PRIVATE PILOi' 

AT a i~E TUlE A[QD DID HAVE BO~JAr~ZA AIR CRAFT t1HILE THEY LIVED 0 AT 

GRAf~DVIE~], [.10. cOt~FIRHS SISTER HAS CREAr.., l'lUSTANG AI~j) FATHER DROVE 

IT ON OCCASIO~J BUT 'tJEVER TOOK IT OUT OF TOtIN. 

HE SAYS HE. LAST SAt'! HIS FATHER IN SAt(['lARCUS~ TEXAS IrJ JA~;UAAY 

1978 \'JHEtJ STEPHEtJ Ar~D HE HAD D1 fJNER ~lITH THEIR FATHER. SAID HE 

SEEl'lED TO BE DO![~G OK AtJD rJO ItJDIGATIOr~ OF Ar~y PROBLEHS AT .. THAT TH1E. 

SAYS HE r~E.VER HEARD HIS FATHER [-lAKE ALLEGATIOU THAT HE lULLED f1foRTI fJ 

LUTHER KI rJG. 

BT ' 

REC 0 rJE TEL GLR TO U 

" 
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FTIJ [tl£ll1PHI S C44-1987 SUB i'l) 

TO 'DIRECTOR (44-38861) litH/l ED I ATE 

JACKSON IMMEDIAT~ 

3T UNGLAS EFT 0 

ATT[~ C01~GRESSlo~\;AL :U~QUIJ1IES UiHT, r;OOf1 8988 JEH. 

1,JUh l-diJ 

fiE JACI<SOl~ TEL TO BUEEAU 8-19-7[5. 

, I 

O~J 8-19-78, MriS. AVIS LHCA HUNTER, l'JEE PRUETT, C HJ3, 

j , 

RAVE.i~\'JOOD APARTI,jENTS, 1005 HICKORY HILL LAi~E, ;JASHVILLE, T£Nf~., 

ADVISED A5 FOLLOWS: 

SHE i'jAf-~LIi:':O BUfI:GESS ALJDIE\HLSON, AKp" BILL Oi~ 12-31-74 

I 

SHE DIVOFlCED HVl I i~ Jlii~t., 197:1 AT HUNTSVILLE, AU-\8Ai1A., I:JILSON TOLD 
I 

HEP. HE vJAS 42 YE:~RS OLD p, ND HE vJOHKt:O AS A JEitJELEB. DURI il)G THEIH 

~·1Af{ld AG EvJI LSO ~ LlF(A i·JK Fh E8liE NfL Y /! ND WOULD B ECO[~E C}~ AZ:Y, rtMi3 LI i~G , 

Ai~D SILLY, ALTHOUGH :IjEVU~ VIOU::rlT. HE t'/OULD 'FREQUE1~TLY TELL HEH 

"rJILD" cl\TEUE STORIE.S INCLUDIi~G THAT HZ \:JAS IN THE l'1AFIA. SHE LEFT 
-

'HH1 Bt:CAUSE OF HIS I;~STA3ILITY AND THE FACT HE \~AS RECEIVING l)IM1OKDS. 

THAT HE QPPAhENTLY,WAS NOT PAYING FOR. S HE I S NO T A ~J AR E 0 F tV! L SON 
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EVER BEING If,lSTITUTI ('.jAL'IZED FOh NENTAL PP.OBLH1S, ALTHOUGH HE 'iIAS 

SUPFOSEDLY JAILED AT NEttJ BRo\H1SVILLE, TEXAS IN 197~ At-TEfl THEIR' " 

DIVORCE:. 

SIi\jC£ DIVIRCE, HILSON CALLS HER, Fr:EQUENTLYAND O:~ THIS 

PASY''fJ-!URSDAY,8-i7-78, HE PHONED AT ABOUT 10 TO 10:30 P.l-i. CENTRAL 

DAYLIGHT T1['I]E. 'HERSON, LANCE AGE 14, AiJS~"ERED THE PHONE 3UT SHE 

LISTE[IJED 0;-1 THE EXTEi~SION. WILSON ~JAS VERY DRUNK AND TO'LD L'ANCE HE 

i"OULD 3E ON TV SOON AS HE HAD lULLED ['1ARIHJ LUTHER KING,~IHLS01J 

SAID THE FBI WOULD AERE5T HHI SOON THUJ HUNG UP. 
I 

THIS \vAS THE FIRST TH1E llfILSON EVER {Y]ENTIONED KING AS THE 

TOPIC OF }\II~G'S ASSASSllIlATIOi~ NEVER CAt-IE _UP DURI[~G THEIR 11JARR.P,IGE. 

WILSON HAS NEVER rvlENTIO[~ED JM1E;S EARL HAY TO HER. SHE K[~otvS NOi'JE 

OF WILSpN'S ASSOCIATES AND DOES 'NO.1 Kh'OW t'/HERE HE 1JJAS I N APRIL, 

1968. ['1RS. HUl~TER ADVISED WILSON'S STOHY ABOUT i<ILlli~G KING viAS 

ATTt:l~PT Oi~ HIS PART TO GAIN ATTENTION. 

BT •. ' 

,232 17LJ2.ZJN 1 
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F£:l HEr·1PHIS (44-1987 SUB in 
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE 

JACJ{SOlJ IHHEDIATE 

BT UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTtJ CONGRESSIOfJAL HJQUIRIES UrU!f ROO[,1 8988 JEH. 

[,mRKI f'J 

HE JAC{<SOtJ TEL TO BUREAU 8-19-78 •. 

ON 8-19-78, toms. AVIS LHEA HUfJIER, tJEE PRUETT, C 1£33, 

RAVEUUOOD APARTNEN!S, lela!) HICKORY HILL LANE, fJASHVILLE, TErw., 

ADVlsED AS FOLLOUS: 

SHE HARRIED BURGESS AUDIE tHLSOfJ, AKA, BILL ON 12-3l-74 

AT Hau NT Al fJ HONE, AR KANSAS, AFTER K r:mH t:a HIt·l FOR' 0 (lLY 5 \1 EEKS. 

SHE DIVORCED HHl ItJ JUNE, 1975 AT HUNTSVILLE, ALABAr.lA. HILSO~J TOLD 

HER HE \1AS 42 YEARS OLD AND HE WORKED AS A JE\rlELER. DURI r~G THEIR 

[·lARRIAGE HILSON DRANK FREQUENTLY AflD 1;JOULD BECOl'1E CRAZy"RAHBLIr~G, 

M~D SILLY, ALTHOUGH NEVER VIOLErJT. HE tJOULD FREQUE~TLY TELL HER 

"HILD" UNTRUE STORIES ItlCLUDI NG THAT HE tlAS I tJ -THE r·1AF'IA. SHE LEFT 

HHl BECAUSE OF HIS I~~STABILITY. Ar~ THE FACT HE tvAS RECEIVlt~G DIANOKDS 

THAT HE QPPARErnLY VAS t;OT PAYIrJG FOR. SHE IS t~OT AWARE OF UILsotJ 
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EVER BEIr:e If~STITUTlt;ALIZED FOf{ NEt/TAL PR03LEHS, ALTHOUGH HE \'1A5 

SUPPOSEDLY JAILED AT fJE\,l BRmH~SVILLE, TEXAS IN 1975 AFTER THEIR 

DIVORCE. 

SHWE DIVIHCE, UILSOrJ CALLS HER FREQUEtJTLY At:D· OU THIS 

PAST THURSDAY ~ 8-17":78, HE PHOt;ED AT ABOUT 10 TO 10:30 P.'rl. CENTRAL 

DAYLIGHT TU1E" HER SOU, LANCE AGE 14, A t~St'1ERED THE PHO r~E BUT SHE 

LISTEIJED ON THE EXTEtJSIOtJ" tJILSON ~lAS VERY DRU[~K AfJD TOLD LAfJCE HE 

\'lOULD BE at' TV SOOU AS HE HAD KILLED HARTIrJ LUTHER KI~;G. HILSOfJ 

SAID THE FBI OOULD ARREST HIrvl sao N THEtJ HUllG UP. 

THIS \:JAS THE FIRST n[,lE ~JILSON EVER NEtJTIONED KING AS THE 

TOPIC OF J{If~G'S ASSASSltJATION fJEVER CAr·1E UP DURING THEIR l'lARRAIGE. 

't'JILSOH HAS rJEVER frlErJTIONED JA['lES EARL RAY TO HER" SHE I\lJQt1S r:o.tJE 

OF ~JILSOrJ·S ASSOCIATES AtJD DOES ~lOT IrlJHJ l1HERE HE llAS I r~ APRIL J) 

19GB. HRS. HUUTER ADVISED lHLSON'S STORY ABOUT KILLING KING tlAS 

ATTENPT OIl HIS PART TO G AI rJ ATTErJTIO tJ. . , 

BT. 

232 174:21-. J·N 1 
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PP HQME IN 

DE BT . 

P. 182218Z AUG 78 

flY] BHHH NGHAt1 (44-1740)(P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861 ) (PRIORITY) 

{;1E[IJPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) (PRIORITY) 

JACKSON (62-544) (PRIORITY)' 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROO['1 8988 JEH. 

iYJURKIN 

RE l·lEHPHIS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AND OTHER OFFICES, 

AUG e 19,. 19780 

ON AUG. 19, 1978, [-,m. ALLISO'N T. lVILSON, p~ 00 BOX 23, 

(HHiHWAY 17 SOUTH), EEFORf"l,ALA., ADVISED THAT BURGESS AUDIE 

HILSON IS HIS BROTHER Al~D' HAS FOB t1ANY YEARS BEE,N AN ALOOHOLIC 
. . 

A ND I S A CO NFIRHED t1 AR AND THI N}{S OF HH1SEL F AS A R EII R ED 

COLor~EL A['JD POSES AS A VIET NA(~1 VETERAN bJHUJ HE IS DRUNK. HE 

STATED THAT HIS BROTHER HAS 'OFTEN CONFESsEo TO VARIOUS CRH1ES _: 
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BROTHER CONFESSED TO A CRIME AND WAS LOCKED UPIN NEW BROWNSVILLE, 

TEXAS. HE COULD NOT RECALL. THE DATE' OR THE SPECI FI C G'RH1E. 

MR. WILSON'STATED THAT THE FAMILY HAD RECENTLY SOLD HIS' 

FATHER'S HO{'1E A[~D HIS BROTHER .l:JAS SENT HIS SHARE vJHICH WAS, 

$2,~75. HE FEELS THAT HIS aijOTHER AT THE PR~SENT TIME IS ON A 

"TOOT"o f'1R~ iHLSON-STATED THAT HIS BROTHER HAD RECE[HLY C{-\LLED 

THEIR SISTt:R, [,lAS .. LYDA ('1C GAHA, COUmBUS, tHSS., AND TOLD HER 

THAT HE, ALLISON T~ lrJILSON, +IAD. HAD A HEAHT ATTACK AND tvAS ALMOST 

DEAD. r·lR. tVILSO:~ STATED THAT HE REC.ALLS ON ONE OCCASION, HIS 

BROTHER CALLED HIM AND TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN ELECTED MAYOR 

OF GR.4 [\iDV I HJ, filO. ,A NO HE KNOWS THAT HI S' BHO THER \~ AS L I VI NG AT 

GRAlmVIEW; HO. ,AND OPERATING A JEWELRY STORE ON APRIL 4,1963 •. 

HE STATED AT THIS TH1E HIS BROTHER HAS f1ARRIED TO BETTY vJADE, ' 

WHO PRESENTLY RESIDES 233 stUTH STREET, BURLESON, TEXAS. 

HE STATED THAT HIS·BROTHER'S SON, STeVE vJILSON, 117/ LIVI NGSTON, 

FT. ~IORTH; TEXAS,AND HIS DAUGHTEI1, [ljFtS. CHARLES CDE3BIE) JONES, 

2628 t.JEt'JBUBG fWAD, TRAILER 106, BELVIDERE, ILL", ~u\s LIVING AT 

HOME AT THIS TIME, AND THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO CONFIRM THIS ALSOa 

MRo iHLSON CONC LUDED BY STATING HIS BROTHER WOULD NOT BE ABLE 
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TO COMMIT A CRIME OF VIOLENCE INASMUCH AS HE ONLY WANTED TO 
" 

GET SQ[1ETHI ;\JG TO DR I NK A (liD GET DR UN K. 

BT 

r:E:C Oi~E TEL IN CLR TO U 
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PP HQ NE J {J 

DE BT 

P 182218Z AUG 78 

JiH BIR~nt!GHAt·l (44-1740) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44~33861) (PRIORITY) 

NENPHIS (4/l-1987 SUB [!]) (PRIORI TY) 

JACKSO~ (62-544) (PRIORITY) 

BT 

Uf'JOLAS EFT 0 

• 

tUT~1 COtJGKESSIOfJAL HJQUInIES unIT, ROm} 6988 JEH. 

£-lURKI N. 

HE NEHPHIS TELETVP E TO DIR ECTOR Arm OTHER OFFI CES, 

AUG" 19, un8. 

Oi~ AUG. 19, 1978, ~lR. ALLISOtJ T. HILSON, P. O. BOX 23, 

(HIGHUAY 17 SOUTH>, REFORN, ALA. 1 ADVISED THAT BURGESS AUDIE 

UILSOil IS HIS BROTHER Atm HAS FOR [·lA£lY YEAHS BEE~J iU~ ALCOHOLIC 

AND IS A CO ~JFIRtlED LIAR Arm THHH<S OF H!['lSELF AS A RElIHED 

COLO rJEL AND POSES AS A V lET UAH VETEliA tJ t1HEU HE IS DRum~. HE 

STATED THAT HIS BnOTHER HAS OFTEr~ CONFESSED TO VAf\IOUS CR!l1ES 

11~ ORDER TO BE LOCKED UP SO HE HILL B.E ABLE TO QET SOBER. ~'iR. 

r .. HLSOiJ. STATED HE CArl THINI{ OF ONLY Of;!!: SPECIFIC rUlE T HAT HIS 

. <02..- 5'1'( -.~Ct 
I-;:-.::';~~.~·;"'~·"'·~":·.l;~:~.~,~" . I 

. )t,.l .".<1. ~. ' ... l , 

~1..~j.~~J?f:'J . ~ . t~ -~-
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PAGE Tt!O Bli 44-1740 U NGLAS EF II 0 

BROTHER cotlFESSED TO A CRI['lE AND \1tlS LOCKED UP· I~J· NEt] BROU-rJSVILLE, 

TEXAS. HE COULD ~!OT RECALL THE DATE OR 1;'HE SPEcr FI C ffiIHE. 

NR. \HLSOt} STATED THAT THE FA£ULY HAD' RECENTLY SOLD RIS 

FATHER1S HONE Al~D HIS BROTHER NAB SEfJT HIS SHARE U}fI CH WAS , 

. $2,075. HE rEELS THAT HIS BROTHER AT THE PRESEt~T TINE IS ON Ii 

·'TOOT". L·m. t'JILSOtJ STATED THAT HIS BRotHER H(-\D RECENTLY CALLED 

THEIR SISTER, ('JRS. LYDA ['1C GAHA, COLUf'13US, HISS., Ar\!) TOLD HER 

THAT HE, ALLISQ·N T .. tJILSQN, HAD HAD A HEAHt ATTACI{ AI,,)) tlAS AU10ST 
. 

PEAD. r,u~. tlILSOfJ STATED THAT HE RECt\l..LS Oli ONE OCCASION, HIS 

BROTHER CALLED' HBl AtlO TOLD HHl THAT HE HAD BEEN ELECTED ~1AYOR 

OF GRAt;DVIEJJ, r·jQ,., A\;O HE Kf\!m~S THAT HIS BROTHER \JAS LIVIr·jG AT 

GRAi~DVrEH, [gIO. AND OPERATING Ii JEtIELRY STORE ON APRIL 4, 1968. 

HE STAtED AT THIS rIFlE HIS BROTHER ~IAS ifJARHIED To BETTY UADE, 

~lt£O PRESENTLY RESIDES 233 SHIIll STRE}::!, BURLESON, TEXAS • 
• 

HE STATED THAT HIS BRQ!HEn"S SON, STmVE UILSOfJ, 117 LIV! rCGSTOri, 

FT. {10RTH, TEXAS, Arm HIS DAUGHTER,.{·ms. CHARLES <DEBBIE) JotJES, 

2G28 tjE~lBURG ROAD, rRt~ILER 10G, BEl"VIDEl1E, ILL., tJAS LIVIl:!G AT 

HOl"l!!: AT THIS T1I1E, AnD'THEY V1QULD BE ABLE TO COfiFIfd'l THIS ALSO. 

Hf,. ~JILSO:l COl!C ILUDED BY STATl r:c( HIS Bl\OrMER lmU.LD ~;OT BE ABLE 



NW 

• • 

I 

PAGE THRJZE Rl'I' 44-1.740 UNCLliS It F T 0 

TO" co~~,l:tr /l. CRIHE OF VIOLEUC'E I ~'3AsnuqH AS HE ONLY tTAtlTED TO 

GET $Or~ETHI:~G TO DRlr~K AND GET DRUUK. 

B1;' ~-

nEG ONE TEL JU CLR TO U 
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ME002 2321500Z 1620Z 

100 -HQ DL IN 

DE iY1E 

o 2015:Zi,3Z AG 78 
- . 

\ 
, 

F'[Yi rflE~1PHI3 (44-1987 SUB [·1 ) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE ' 

DALLAS H1f.1EDATE 

JACI{SO tv HlnEDATE 

BT 

lHlCLAS EFT 0 

• 

ATT{~ COt,{)RESSIONAL IlI)QUIHEII~S UNIT~ ROOt·18988 JEH. 

RE DALLAS TEL TO 3U 8-19-73. 

CHIACAGO TEL TO BU 8-:-20-78, NO COpy- TO DALLAS. 

FOR Ii~FORtijATIO[~ DALLAS, ON 8-19-73 DEBRA ANN JONES 1 BELVIDERE, 

ILLI~OIS, DAUGHTER OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ADVISED WILSON FAMILY 

RESIDED KANSAS CITY, r'lISSOUEI FRO'fll 1964 TO SEPTEfiJBER, 1968. IN 

1968 HER FATHEH GAVE HEH 1965 I;JHI TE MUSTAiIlJ AS GRADUATIOfJ PH~SEIH. 

SHe ;~EVEH DRIVOVE THIS VEHICLE TO 1'1EtYjPHIS, TE!~i~. SHE A~DHER 

.~10THEE, BETTY LOU ~JADE VISITED HEH ~iATER[~AL GRANDFATHEH, VEn~JO~ 

HOOTEl~, VJHO WAS IN HOSPIT.~L AT MEi'JPHIS, AT TH1E OF THE KI t(\3 [ViUHDEn. 

THEY USED COl;'iI,1ERCIAL AIRLI1~E Fon ROU;~DTR IP TRp,NSPORTATI0i~, '. DURli\D 

T Ii'-JE THEY 
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\-JITH HER TUO BROTHERS, STEIJEi~ AND [1ARK WILSON o 

BURGESS tnLSON tn-iO \'JAS I lHOXI CATED ~ TELEPHONED ,DEBRA JO NES Oi~ 

EVENHJG OF 8-17-78 AND TOLD HER FBI vJ{.\S GOING TO PUT HIr-l It{JiUL 

FOR THEr·1URDEH OF, KIl~G AND'THAT FBI HAD GIVE~; HH'J A POLYGRAPH TEST 0 

HE TOLD HER SHE \vOULD 3E CONTACTED BY THE F3I A~jD TOLD HER TO SAY 

i1RSo OPAL HOOTEII], nOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE, COi-:TACTED, 

8-2!o-78 AlJD UNABLE TO RECALL VISIT OF BOTH BETTY LOU \;JADE Al~D DE3HA 

JOI\J~S OlV OCCASIONS HER HUSBAND VEHKON HOOTEN SUFFERED ,HEArn ATTACKS, 

BUTfiECALLS BETTY LOU \~AQE VISI II NGO i\l OCCASIO'NS \vHEN 30TH SHE AHE 

[vjf( 0 HOO TE: N \'JEHE ILL. SH F~ Ij AS U i~AB LE TO FUji l\JI3H SPE CI FI C DATES 

BUT iHLL CHECK FAt·lILY filE"oICAL RECOfmS Af'VD ATTf:]']P TO ESTABLISH 

, 

DALLAS \VI L~ REC 0 ~lT ACT BET TY . LOU t'iADE REG ARD,t NG V 1.5 I T TO ['IJP,1P HI S 

FUJ(NISHED REGI~RDING LACK OF OivNERSl-lIP OR ACCESS TO WHITE f1USTANG 

VEHI CLE BY VIILSO No I NT ERV I EVJ STEV E (\J AND (vl AR K A NTHO NY \;JI LSO IV FOR 

FULL BACKGROUND INFOR[tJATION AND V~RACITY' OF BURGESS\VILSON'S 

ALLEGATIO(JS THT HE KILLED DR 0 filARTIN LUTHER IHNGo DETERMI r~E 
. , 

HIS \.JHEREABOUTS DURING CRITICAL PERIOD OF 4-4:-68 AND WHETHER 

WILSON HAS HISTORY OF PSYCHIATRIC PR08LEMS o ' ATTEMPT TO VERIFY 

I NFORMATIO'i'J FUHNISHED BY DEBF(AJ JO NES o 

L\' BT .' HA ND LE Il'INED I A TELY AND AD,V I Sf FE I ljQ, clEMP HI S A liD JAC KSO N • 

\ 232 162J5Z IN 1 
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~E002 ·2321500Z IGJJZ 

00 Hq DL Jr·. 

DE UE 

h'] rlEi1PHIS (44-1987 SUB H ) 

TO DH,ECTOF: (44-38861) INHEDIATE 

DALLAS 

BT 

nmEDATE 

UHlEDATE 

Uf:CLAS EFT 0 

• 

1':1T;1 C01:GHESSIOtlAL H~QUIHEIES Vi,]!T, ROOH 6988 JEH. 

IWF,: K~ :J. 

HE DALLAS TEL TO BU 8-19-7~. 

CHIACAGO TEL TO BU 8-20-78, t:o COpy TO DALLAS. 

FOR INFOFd,lATIorl DALLAS, OfJ 8-19--78 DEBRA tr:HJ JOf~ES, BELVIDERE, 

ILLI?JOIS, DAUGHTER OF BUHGESS AUDIE \nLSO{~, ADVISED UILSOtJ FMlILY 

r~ES!DED }(A:;SAS CITY, IUSSOURI FfiQj·j 1964 TO SEPTEtv13ER, 1968. IN 
I 

1968 HER FATHEri GAV~ HER 19G5 tmI TE NUSTAU3 AS ~RPj)UATIO r; PfiESEUT. 

sHE :JElJEH DRIVOVE THIS VEHICLE TO ['1 EC'l PHIS , TElJN .. SHE Ar'D HEn 

BotHER, BETTY LOU UP.DE VISITED HER HATER (~AL GRANDFATHER, VER ~:o ~~ 

HOOTEfi g UHO tlAS HJ HOSPITAL AT frlEf'lPHIS, AT TH·1E 91' THE KI ~ HU}iDER. -

THEY, USED COi·JHEF~CIIlL AIRLHJE FOR ROUf!DTR IP tr-tAUdPORTATION, • DUHI~,'G 

TINE TJ-IEY i"JERE I tJ NEl·:PHIS A11EA BETTY l1ADE TELEPHODr CALLY co NTACTED HER 

HUSBA~;D, BURGESS tHLson lUO 'fIi-1ES I ~J KAnSAS CI TY t1HERE HE RENA! {JED 

--~~-_~9lf-~ D 

~ O~-
I ~ , _ 
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t:1ITH HER nJO BROTHERS, STEVEt~ Ar~ mARK H!LSOtJ. 

BURGESS WILSON UHO \'1AS ItlTOXICATED, TELEPHot~ED DEBRA Jot~ES ou 

E.VEtUr~G OF 8-17-78 Arm TOLD REF: FBI l:JAS G01£:3 TO PUT Hnl I[~ JAIL 

FOR THE NURDER OF }{!UG Arm THAT FBI HAD GIVEN RH,l A POLYGRAPH TEST. 

HE TOLD HER SHE ~10ULD BE COflTACTED BY THE FBI AtJ) TOLD HER TO SAY 

IJOTHI r(G • 

NRS. OPAL HOO!Ef~, nOTHER OF BETTY LOU {'lADE, co tlTACTEt> 

8-20-78.MJD UNABLE TO RECALL VISIT OF BOTH BETTY LOU \lADE 'H~ DEBRA 

JOllES ot~ OCCASIONS HER HUSBAf·m VER~~Of; HOOTEN SUFFERED HEAF1~ ATTACKS, 

BUT RECALLS BETty LOU HADE VIS! 11 f.!G 0 fJ OCCASIO t3S tJHEN BOTH SHE AHE . 
MR. HOOTEtJ HERE ILL. SHE fJAS U~~ABLE TO FUfHUSH SPECIFIC DATES 

BUT tJILL CHECl( FANILY {·1ED1CAL RECORDS At:D ATrEt)1? TO ESTllBLISH 

SPECIFIC DATES OF riR. HOOTEN"S lLL~lESSES. 

DALLAS ulLL REC OUTAC! BETTY LOU HADE REGARDI r!G VISIT To MENPHIS 

NOTED ABOVE AlJD ATTEf1PT TO CLARIFY Ir~FORr'lA:rrON SHE PREVIOUSLY 

FURt~ISHED REGARDI~G LACK OF Oin~ERSHIP OR ACCESS TO \11111E HUsTAt;a 

. VEHICLE BY UILSOH~ IInEfiVIEt1 S!EVEfJ AtjD Nfo.Rlt AfJTHoNY tlIl,.SQtJ FOR 

FULL BACKGROUND IfJFORHATIOtJ AfJD VERACITY OF BURGESS tnLsOWS 

ALLEGATIO(lS THT HE KILLED DR .. HtlRTrN LUTHER. KHJG. 'DETER~U [JE 

HIS \.tHEREABOUTS DUF.:I:~G CRITICAL PERIOD OF 4-4-68 AKD UHETHER 

~H.LsotJ HAS HISTORY OF PSYCHIATRIC pr~03LE[.JS. ATTEt-IPT TO VERIFY 

'I!WORiMrlor~ FURtJISHED BY DEBftAJ Jom!:s. 

HAr;DLE Hn,lEDIATELY AnD ADVISE FBIHQ, HEHPHIS ACt!) JACK~O~~. 

3T. • 

232 1605Z J ~.J 1 
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Subject 

Aliases 

Address 

~Exact Spellinq 

UAll References 

c=JMain Subversive Case Files Only 

C]Subversive References Only 

File & Serial Number 

'(, _ ~" /1 . -, 

'"" 

~Main Criminal Case Files Only 

CJ Criminal References Only 

• 
Date 

Social Security Account # 

U Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

o Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

Remarks File & Serial Number Rera,.arks 

~I »t ",.U'" -O~~ 
/~~" 

#.P' 
.' ,. ,~ 

- . , . 
-:{,!). If /."f fA} //.4/-b/c/ / .!l:~/-II Atl /7~M' 

" I 

Requested by • is quad Extension File No. 

Sex 
~ale 
E:l Female 

~ If 7d ~~ ... ,'-~y-Sl 
Searched by ~I 

(date) 
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(date) 
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I 

(date) 
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FD-302 (Rov. 11-2'1-'{0) ,,">:- -* 1..! 

FEDIAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 

Dote of transcription Aug..us t 21, 1978 

CARL D. FORTNA, Route 6, Box 387, Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi, telephone number 875-0220, was advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the 
interview. FORTNA, a white male, born June 2, 1932, in 
Great Bend, Kansas, advised that he completed the tenth 
grade of high schools and he could read and write. 

FORTNA stated that he met BILL WILSON in Belton, 
Missouri, in 1966 or 1967. FORTNA was in the Air Force at 
this time stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base in 
Belton, Missouri. FORTNA stated that WILSON and WILSON's 
wife owned a jewelry store in Belton, Missouri, and that 
WILSON was a member of the 442nd Air Force Reserve Unit 
stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base. FORTNA stated 
he knew WILSON through their association in the VFW in Belton, 
Missouri. FORTNA stated that he, FORTNA, retired from the Air 
~orce in 1969 and did not see WILSON again except for one 
brief moment in 1972 until approximately two months ago. 
WILSON came to Ocean Springs, Mississippi, from Lafayette, 
Louisiana, about two months -ago and lived in the Twin Pines 
Motel on- Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. On July 23, 
1978, WILSON moved into a house owned by FORTNA located next 
door to FORTNA's present residence. '-

At approximately 4:15 PM on August 18, 1978, WILSON 
asked FORTNA to come into WILSON's house, that he had something 
very imp~rtant to tell him. WILSON told FORTNA, "I. killed that 
black son-of-a-bitch. ft FORTNA asked WILSON who he '!;vas talking 
about, and WILSON replied MARTIN LUTHER KING. FORTNA stated 
that he told WILSON he did not believe him, and WILSON said, 
"I am telling. you the truth. I actually killed him. I've 
been living with it for ten years, and I can't take it anymore." 
WILSON told FORTNA that MARTIN LUTHER KING was responsible for 
WILSON's father's death. WILSON did not elaborate further on 
this. WILSON told FORTNA that this killing was "engineered" 
by LOU CRUZ (phonetic). FORTNA stated that he knows LOU CRUZ 
and ~hat LOU CRUZ owned or still owns Lou Cruz Jewelry, 1505 
Main Street, Grandview, Missouri. WILSON told FORTNA that he 
drove to the State Line Airport in Kansas City, Missouri, 
driving a new Ford Thunderbird. WILSON told FORTNA that CRUZ 

Interviewed on . 8/19/78 apcean Springs, Mississipp~iI; # Jackson 62-544 

by _____ ~SA~H~-A~R~R~Y~H~.~C~AR~I~~E~'N~T~E~R~/~m~a=e _____________ __ Dote dictated _-=8.t....1=1...::..9..l..1..:...7..:::.8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor Gonclusions of the FBI. It is the prqperty of the FOI and is loaned to 
your agency; it und its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/OOJ 
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.' 
also owned an identical Ford Thunderbird. WILSON left his 
Thunderbird at the airport and flew to Memphis, Tennessee. 
CRUZ came to the airport and picked up WILSON's Thunderbird 
and took it from the airport- so it would not be noticed. 
When WILSON arrived in Memphis, he borrowed a white Ford 
Vmstang that he had purchased for his daughter, DEBORAH. 
DEBORAH had driven from Kansas City to Memphis in the Mustang. 
WILSON told FORTNA that he went to the motel where MARTIN 
LUTHER KING \Vas staying and that he used a Japanese sniper 
rifle and shot KING holding the rifle on his hipo He stated 
that this rifle is now in the possession of WILSON's son, 
STEVE 0 WILSON told FORTNA that he was driving away from the 
scene in the Mustang, and he was stopped by the Memphis police, 
but he' talked himself out of a ticket, and the car \Vas not 
searched. He stated that the rifle was in the trunk of the 
car at this time. WILSON told FORTNA that he then flew his 
airplane back to Kansas City, and CRUZ picked him up at the 
airport and took him home. 

, ' 

FORTNA stated that when WILSON told him the above 
information, he, FORTNA, believed that WILSON thought he was 
telling the truth and that he swore on his mother's grave in 
front of a priest that it was the truth. FORTNA stated that 
WILSON had never mentioned this subject prior to this instance. 
FORTNA stated that WILSON has been drinking heavily for the 
p,ast two, months and has lied to him several times in the past 
two months. WILSON, on occasion, would tell FORTNA'that he 
had been married three or four times since divorcing his first 
wife and then come back at a later date and say that he had 
not been married afte~ divorcing his first wife. 

FORTNA stated that 'WILSON is an excellent pilot, 
that he, FORTNA, has flown with WILSON through bad weather, 
and WILSON had no problems flying the aircraft. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . ' 
J!JL.,'"' .. 1;73 EDITION 

A- GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101.11.6 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO . SAC, JACKSOn (62-544) DATE: 8/18/78 

FROM . SA K. P. l:lHITE-SPUlPiER JR. 

SENATE ~ELBCT CmmITTEr;' ON ASS'[S~INATI ONS; 
SUBJECT: AS .. ~A0 (~n~ATION OF DR. HA RTIN 

LUTHFR KIHG 
INFO Cc)NCERNING 

On 8/18/78 at 8: 13 am tloe vrri ter '-laS tele/phonically 
advised y Jackson Of "'ice (ASAC :r·mR11AY) that Qne 1:JILLIAH 
D. GLA T)~l{, Ji~~,"B9~. ?~5J~lt._._O.ce)3.})_S,p:r~9Es, I-!iss. __ C£~~:ff 

7 - iID, had telepbonlcally contacted the J.?cksorJ Orflce 
a 1 :15 am this date adirising he had information con erning 
captioned matter. According to GLADl)EN, one ,BILL HI SOU, Nho 
;"10rks for GLAD"lEN as a watch repairman, had e '-11 ,,~m 
last nig'h.t ~nd had given him lengthy details of b w he {\HLSOln 
and not JA},T.S EARL RAY, had killed DR. HARTIN LU :r.:R KIUG. 

The w ri ter was instructed to r,lake immediate arrangements 
to thol:loughly intervielv GLAD~EN. 

The l-lriter telephoned"GLADDEN at his residence and arT'anr;ed 
to meet with GLAD~EN there. GLADDEN advised he is employed as 
Manager of the Social Security Office in Gulfport, Miss. (tel # 
896-3221), but lives in the Gulf Park Estates area of Ocean 
Springso His house is the 1st house' on the left on Meadowlark 

, Dr. '.vbich is tho second street to the right after passing the 
golf course in Gulf Park "Estates. 

The-writer and SA ROYCE D. HIGNIGHT were enroute to GLADJ)EIPS 
residence vThen instructions vrare received from Gulfport SRA BEN 
GRAVRS to ·discontinue. 

T~lephonic inquiry of SRA GRAVES determined FB:{: HQS had 
instructed that po action be taken reeardin:s the foregoing ll ~ 
GLADDEN was then telephonically advised the FBI apparently ~'..,- \ 
was aware of inforr1ation in '\'TILSONfS possession End that no L~ /' 
interview of GUtDDEN l-rould be conducted. (P2,.-S"'I-53 ~ 

GLADDEN related he ~nd his lvife mm a girt shop, Seasons < & 
Reasons Gift shop, .Hwy 90, Ocean Springs, :r·Iiss 0 (tel ff875-2531),. 
This shop is' located near the Keesler AFB Federal Credit Union and 
City LUMber Co. On 7/26/78, BILL HILSON came to the s tore~s ay;in,g he 
was a watch repairma.n. GLADDEN had never met 1·LI-LS.GN. b.e+.'o.re· I 
employed him and for a short time., ~lILSON liv~d lno1t"l:)'a' __ - the 

!-IUG ~~ 1 'i9ttl 

'- Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularl)1 on the Payroll ~.PI~~-·-"~~LA7l7J 
5010·110 I~_I 
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- ~ ",,-".,. • • 
store. (WILSON now lives somewhere in Ocean Springs but GLADDEN 
did not have his ad'1ress at time of this conversation with the 
wri ter). 

GLADDEN advised he became aware vlILSON apparently has a 
drinking problem. At 11:45 pm 8/17/78, WILSON telephoned GLADDEN 
at home insisting he had urgent business to discuss Hith both 
GLADDEN and his 1vife. ~:ILSON • nsisted he meet 1-J'i th the GLADDENS 
immediately so they met at the ~ift shopat 12:15 am this date and 
conversed for the next l~ hours _ '"HLSON did not appear or act 
like he was under the influence of alcohol. The GLADDEN'S 18 year 
old son Has also present~ 

According to GLADDEN, WILSON furnished them details of how 
he (WILSON) had killed DR. KING rather than JA}'fES EARL RAY. 
GLADDEN stated he feels or rather f el t at the time, iIILSON was 
truthful in what he was telling them a.nd that is why he promptly 
contacted the FBI in Jackson. 

No further details were asked of GLADDEN by thew riter and 
he lia.S advised he Hould be recontacted in the event further 
information was required. 

GLADDEN advised he will probably terminate l;JILSON'S employment 
as a result of this matter. 

Per instructions of ASAC 11URRAY, no further action being 
taken. 
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FM HOUSTON (44-1509) (RUC) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) It1t·1EDIATE 

/' DALLAS It~~lED lATE 

r1EMPHIS (44-1987) (SUB t1) IMMED lATE 

f JACKSON (62-544) IMt1EDIATE 

BT 

UNCLAS 

• 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAJ,.. INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOfrl 8988, EJH. 

MURKIN; 00: r·lEMPHIS. 

RE JACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGUST 19, 1978; 

'HOUSTON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGUST 20, 1978. 

ON AUGUST 21, 1978, THE FOLLO\llING PERSONS AT THEIR 

RESPECTIVE AGENCIES t~ERE CONTACTED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS 

CONCERNING THE ISSUANCE OF A NON-CHILD SUPPORT vlARRANT OR ANY 

TYPE OF CIVIL OR CRIMINAL PROCESS CONCERNING A BURGESS 

A UD IE ~J IL SO N, JR.: 

" bj ~ 5"1/((" ;f l/ 
I ~EAnCHED~INUEXED=' - SERIAUZW...:t&'bFtLED '1£ -
1 - '\s-

f AUG2 I 137a 

L FBI-JACKSON 

I 
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• 
PAGE TWO HO 44-1509 UNCLAS 

1. GLENN JONES, CITY JUDGE, CLEVELAND, TEXAS; 

2. LOUIS HOUGH, SECRETARY FOR JACK HARTELL, 

COUNTY ATTORNEY, LIBE~TY COUNTY, TEXAS; 

3. LOUISE MORRIS, CLERK, LIBERTY COUNTY DISTRICT 

COURT, LIBERTY COUNTY, TEXAS; 

4. NELL WHITTINGTON, IDENTIFICATION DIVISION, 

LIBERTY COUNTY SHERIFF·S OFFICE, LIBERTY, TEXAS. 

FOR INFORl~ATION, THE SUBJECT MAY HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO 

CLEBURNE, TEXAS, RATHER THAN CLEVELAND, TEXAS, INASf1UCH AS 

CLEBUR NE IS RELAT IVEL Y CLOSE TO DALLAS W HERE SUBJECT vIAS 

ARRESTED ON THE NON-CHILD SUPPORT {'TARRANT •. 

LEADS. DALLAS AT CLEBURNE, TEXAS. vlILL COVER LEAD AS SET 

OUT FOR HOUSTON AT -CLEVELA ND , TEXAS, IN ·ABOVE REFERENCED 

liCKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGUST 19, 1978. 

BT 
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• 

Fd HOUSTON (44-1509) mUC) 

TO D1RECTOR (44-3386D I[,mED lATE 

PALLAS n,UtlED lATE 

HEHPHIS (44-1987) (SUB H) II·mED lATE 

JAC){SON (52':"544) 'If·U'lEDIATE 

BT 

UtJCLAS 

, 

\ 

ATTE{~tION: cOt,;aRESSIOiJAt. INQUIRIES ~tHT, ROON 8988;: ,EJH. 

iWRKIll; 00: i~Er>1PHIS. 

RE JAC}(SON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR lt AUGUST 19, 1978; 

HOUSTOiJ TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR ~ AUGUST ~O, 1978. 

Oil AUGUST 21, 1978, THE FOLLOUIW3 PERSOnS AT THEIR 

RESPECTIVE AGE[JCIES \.!EaE cOt~TACTED l:lITH NEGATIVE RESULTS 
, 

CONCEfHlIl~G THE ISSUAtJCE OF Ii tJOtJ-CIULD SUPPORT UARHAt}T OR ANY 

TYPE OF CIVIL OR CRn-aNAL PROCESS COI1CERN!CG A BURGESS 

A UD IE fJ It SO tJ 1 JR • ; 
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PAGE nJO 110 44-1509 UNCLAS 

1. GLEtW JOnES, CITY JUDGE, CL.EVELAf'jD , TEXAS; 

2. LOUIS HOUGH~ SECRETARY FOR JACK HARJ'~LL, 

COUNTY ATTORNEY, LIBERTY COUNTY * TEXAS; . 

3. ~OUISE HORRIS,; CLERK I LIBERTY 'coutITY DISTRICT . 
COURT, LIBERTY COUNTY I TEXAS; I 

, 

4. NELL WHITT It;GTOIJ , !DENT IFICAT ION D IVISIOtJ. 

LIBERTY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE,. ¥'tBERTY', TE:X!'S,. 

FOR IfJFOm,lAT ION, THE SUBJECT: trAY HAVE BEE:J REFERR n:G. TO 
.. / , 

CL.EBURNE, TEXAS, RATHER THAtJ CLEVELAl~~', TEXAS # IlJAS~·lUCH AS 
, . 

CLEBURnE IS llELATIVELY CLOSE TO DAt.t.~'$ t'JHERE SUl3JE,CT tiAS 
:~ I' 

ARRESTED ON THE nON ... CHILD SUPPORT {11A'~RANT II: 

LEADS. DALL.AS AT CLEBURNE, TEXAs./"luILL COVER L.EAD AS SET 
J I 

OUT FOR HOUSTON At CLEVELAND, TEXAs) :IN ABOVE: REFERENCED 
. I, 
- i 

i3Ct\SOlJ TELEtYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGU$f. ,1.9, 197,3. 

BT 
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• 

FM DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) (SUB M) IMMEDIATE 

JACKSON (62-544) IMMED lATE 

BT 

UNCLAS 

• 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH. 

MUHKIN; 00: MEMPHIS. 

RE MEMPHIS TELCALL TO DALLAS, AUGUST 21, 1978. 

BY REFERENCE, MEMPHIS REQUESTED STEPHEN ~~AYNE vlILSON 

BE RECONTACTED RE HIS KNOWLEDGE OF JAPANESE SNIPER 

RIFLE WHICH HIS FATHER, BURGESS AUDIE. \'JILSON, ALLEGED TO 

HAVE OBTAINED FROf1 A {flITCH, NO DATE INDICATED. 

STEPHEN \vAYNE WILSON, 3117 LIVINGSTON, FORT \'10RTH, 

TEXA S, CO NT A CT ED 0 N AUG U ST 2 I, 1978, A NO AD V I SED. AS 

FOLLO\·}S: 

THE \'lILSONS ~lERE CLOSELY-KNIT FAC1ILY, AND WERto:r~ S~'\(-SS 
I 

SE"IlCHED~INDEX~ 
SERIAUZt~FILE~""_~'"-_1 

I 
FEU-JACKSON 

, 
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UNCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE TWO 

CONSCIOUS OF EACH OTHER·S ACTIVITIES. HE IS POSITIVE 

HIS FATHER OBTAINED THE JAPANESE RIFLE FROM Atl UNKNQttlN 

SOURCE AFTER HE '''AS IN THE MILITARY SERVICE, \I/HICH WOULD 

HAVE BEEN AFTER 1970. RECALLED HIS DAD SHOWING IT TO 

HIM WHEN HE CAI1E HOME ON C1ILITARY LEAVE. STEVEN NEVER 

FIRED THE toJEAPON BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID THAT IT "'0ULD NOT 

FUNCTION PROPERLY, AND SECONDLY, BECAUSE THEY NEVER HAD 

ANY AMMUNITION FOR THE RIFLE. HE PERSONALLY NEVER KNEW 

OF HIS DAD USING THE t<JEAPON. HIS DAD HAD THE STOCK OF 

THE \'IEAPON WORKED ON BY A FRIEND vlHO vIAS A FURNITURE 

REFINISHER IN CANYON LAKE, TEXAS, BUT THAT tvAS THE 

ONL Y \1]ORK EVER DONE ON THE RIFLE. THE GUN \'lAS OF JAPANESE 

MANUFACTURER, AS IT HAD JAPANESE PRINTING ON ITS VARIOUS 

PARTS. 

W ILSON-S DAD GAVE THE GUN TO HIM {'IHILE HE {'IA'S IN THE 

SERVICE, A ND HE HOCKED THE RIFLE AT A PAWN SHOP IN SAN 

ANTONIO SOMETIME IN THE EARLY 1970"S, DATE UNRECALLED. 

HE HAS NO RECEIPT OR BILL OF LADING FOR THE RIFLE. 

MARK ttJILSON, 514 .SOUTHEAST GARDENS, BURLESON, TEXAS, 

CONTACTED AUGUST 21, 1978, AND ADVISED THE FOLLOWING: 

NW 65994 Docld:32989163. Page 1.21 
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" • UNCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE THREE 

HE PERSONALLY HAS NO KlvOWLEDGE OF HIS FATHER·S 

WEAPONS, AS HE HAS NO INTEREST IN THEM. HIS DAD WAS 

DEFINITELY AT HOf1E IN GRANDVIEW, TEXAS, TAKING CARE OF 

Hl£'lSELF AND HIS BROTHER AT THE TIME DR. KING WAS KILLED 

IN MEMPHIS. HIS DAD FLEW HIS PLANE, A BONANZA BEECH

CRAFT, USUALLY ON \tJEEKENDS, rnm1 A SMALL AIRFIELI NEAR 

TOWN. HE BELIEVED HIS DAD OWNED THE PLANE, HOWEVER; 

HE IS NOT POSITIVE. IvILSON STATED HIS DAD WAS NOT AWAY 

FR0£1 THE HOUSE ON THE DAY DR. KING ~lAS KILLED, AS HE 

WAS TAKING CARE OF HIS BROTHER AND HIfiJSELF AT THE TIME, 

I'lHILE HIS MOTHER AND SISTER FLEvJ TO MEMPHIS TO SEE THEIR 

GRANDPARENTS. 

i1RS. BETTY LOU WADE, 233 gr,lITH RO~D, BURLESON, 

TEXAS, RECONTACTED Ot;1 AUGUST 21, 1978, AND ADVISED THAT 

SHE HAD NO RECOLLECTION OF HER FORr4ER HUSBAND HAVING 

A JAPANESE RIFLE. SHE STATED SHE SEPARATED FROM BURGESS 

"/ILSON IN 1974, vIHICH WOULD fiJEAN HE MOST PROBABLY 

OBTAINED THE RIFLE AFTER THAT PERIOD. SHE IS SURE SHE 

"10U~D HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THE GUN, IF HE HAD BOUGHT IT 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 118 . 
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UNCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE FOUR 

\'IHILE THEY WERE LIVING TOGETHER. 

AD MIN ISTRA T IVE 

DALLAS IS NOT COVERING LEAD AT CLEBUR NE, TEXAS, 

REGARD ING NON-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT FOR ~IILSON, AS IT 

HAS NO BEARING ON PERTINENT FACTS OF CASE, UACB. 

BT 

223 1 2304Z IN 1 
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Fd DALLAS. (44-2649) enUC) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33eGD Ir"lt'lEDIATE 

(,lEOPHIS (44-1987) (SUB t·1) Il1MEDlC1TE 

JACl{SOfJ (62-544) I',1~1ED lATE 

BY 

UtlCLAS 

ATTE~IT ION: cot:GRESSIOtJ!\L InQUIRIES UNIT, Roml S988$t JEH., 

l'lURKIll; 00: r'lENPlns. 

RE NE['lPHIS TELCALL TO DALLAS, AUGUST 21 t 1978. 

B Y REFERErJC~ ~ i'lEr'lPHIS REQUESTED STEPHEN ~TAYUE \1ILSO:J 

BZ RECONTACTED RE HIS I(t;OULEDGE OF JAPANESE surPER 
I, 

RIFLE UHJ;CH HIS FATHER, BURGESS AUDIE tJILSON J ALLEGED to 
H.4 VE OSTA INED FitOH A '·lITeH ~ flQ DATE It~D reATED • 

STEPHEN HAYNE UILSOU t 3117 LIVH:GSl'OfJ, FORT NORTH, 

TEXAS, cot'lTACTED OU AUGUST 21, 1978,. ArID ADVISED AS 

FOLLOUS: 
\ 

THE r"ILSDns UERE CLOSl!L Y-IaaT 

{~UG f.; I 197a 
ral-JACKSON ... 

I NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 130 
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UtJCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE T~10 

COfJSCIOUS OF tACH orHEH·S ACTIVIrIES~, HE IS POSITIVE 

HIS FtlTHER OBTAINED THE JAPANESE RIFLE FRO:-l AU UlJKUOUU 

SOURCE AFTER HE HAS IN THE ~'IILITARY SERVICE, UHICH UOULD 

J{I\VE, BEErJ AFTER 1970. RECJ)LLED HIS DAD SHmJII:G IT TO 

HIn ';J}{EU HE CM1E HOaE Of] HILITARY LEAVE.. STEVErl UEVER 

FIHED Th"E t'JEAPOU BECAUS~ HE UAS AFRAI1) THAT IT t10ULD NO! 

FUlWIlOr: PROPERty" AlJD SECOnDLY, BECA USE THEY {lEVER HAD 

AI~Y Am·lwaT~OtJ Fon THE RIFLE. HE PERSONALLY NEVER KUEH 

OF HIS DAD USING THE UEAPOU e HIS DAD, HAD THE stOCK OF 

THE {'}EAPOrJ HORKED on BY A FRIE~~D uHO ~'lAS A FtmtUTtmE 

REFHUSli"ER IN CArlYON LAI{E, TEXAS t BUT T HAT HAS THE 

Of~L Y UORK EVER DOUE ON THE RIFLE ~ tHE GUI-l N·AS OF JAPAUESE 

NA NUFA CT UllER II AS IT HAD JAPANESE PRINT!l~G on ITS VARIOUS 

PARTS. 

f] ILSO~PS DAD GAVE THg GUN TO HIN UHILE HE NAS IN THE 

SERVICE, AC;D HE .HOCKED THE RIFLE AT A PAtil1 SHOP IU S/tt3 

AtJ~O NIO SO(.1~TnlE IN THE EARLY 1970'S" DATE maECALLED. 

H[ HAS NO RECE IPT OR B Il.L OF LAD I r:a FOR THE RIFLE. 

i·1ARK U ILSQlJ; 514 SOUTHEAST GARDElJS, BURLESON, TEXAS, 

CO 11T A crED A un UST 21, 1978, A r:o I\D v I SED T H:!: FOLLmJ I l!G : 
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" • unCLAS DL 44-2549 PAGE Tl~1EE 

HE PERSOUALLY HAS r!O KIJO~]LEDGE OF HIS FATHER tS 

UEA,POr-1S, AS HE HAS NO ItlTEREst IU THElJl. HIS DAD ~)AS 

DEFIflITELY AT HOC·1Z IU GRANDVIE~l, TEXAS., TAlut:a CARE OF' 

HI"lSELF AI~D HIS BROTHER At THE TI~·lE DR. IrIKG HAS lULLED 

IN t~ENPH!S. HIS DAD FLEtJ HIS PLANE, A BOUANZA BEECH

eRA IT, USUALLY 0 n t'IEEI{EtID S, Fflon It S~'1ALL A IR FIELD UEAR 

TOt1fL. HE BELIEVED HIS DAD OtoUlED THE PLAUE ~ I-:OUEVER, 

HE IS fJ01 POSITIVE. .HILson STAtED HIS DAD HAS NOT AHAY 

FRm'l THE HOUSE OU THE DAY DR. KIt;G HAS .IULLED , AS HE 

UAS TAK!tr/3 CARE OF HIS BROTHER AND HIHSELF AT, THE T Il'iE, 

UHILE HIS NOT HER AND SISTER FLEt1 TO r·1Ei,lPHIS TO SEE THEIR 

GRAnDPARENTS. 

i,ms. BETTY LOU UADE" 233 SlvlIIli ROAD, BURLEsotJ, 

TEXAS, RECOnTAC'fED otJ AUGUST 21, 1.978, A tID ADVISED THAT 

SHE HAD"r:o RECOLLECTIOlJ OF HER FOR£'lER HUSBAlm HAVIW3 

A t.TAPtHmSE RIFLE. SHE STATED SHE SEPARATED FROH BURGESS 

U ILSOl: IN 1974, UHIOll HOULD i·1EAN HE HOST PROBABLY 
, 

OBTA IUED THE RIFLE AFTER r HAT PERIOD. SHE IS SURE SHE 

UOULD HAVE B~E{J At'tARE OF THE GUN, IF HE HAD BOUGHT IT 

NW 65994 .Docld:3?989168 Pilye23:2 _ 
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UUCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE FOUR 

tlHILE THEY tIERE LIVnJG TOGETHER. 

AD H I tJlSTRAT IVE 

az_uza¥ ... £LEli£aWX&£ 6 $ SEC ... QXX •. !21 -~-~ 

• 
DALLAS IS tzor COVERING LEAD 41 cLEBJJRrj~ t TEXAS ~ 

REGARD n!G t:ON-CHILD SUPPORT HARRAN! FOR UILSOt~ f AS Xl' 

Jt~s no BEARlf~G DrS PERTlfJENT FACTS OF CAS!,';, 'UACB. 
-",. 

BT 

229 1 2304Z J tJ 1 
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FM SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (P) 

2 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861> IMMEDIATE 

·MEMPHIS (44-1987, SUB M.) lf1f1ED lATE 

JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

& sa 52 $ 3 5 u.- • 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROerr} 8988, JEH BUILDING • 

MURKIN. 

RE ME TEL TO BUREAU, ET AL, AUGUST 18, 1978, AND SA TEL TO 

BUREAU, AUGUST 18, 1978, REGARDING INCARCERATION OF BURGESS 

AUDIE WILSON, JR., IN BEXAR COUNTY JAIL, JUNE 19, 1972, TO 

JUNE 30, 1972, ON CONTEMPT OF COURT, STATE DISTRICT COURT 59, 

<CASE NUMBER F248084). 

ON AOOUST 21, 1978, REVIE~l OF COURT RECORDS, BEXAR COUNTY 

57fH DISTRICT COURT, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, REVEALED WILSON 

INCARCERATED FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT GRm1ING OUT OF CIVIL SUIT 

" ENTITLED ALLISON - KAUF£1ANN COiIJPANY, A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION 

VS. NORTH STAR DIAMOND CORPORATION (CASE NmlBER F248-(84) OF 

c 



.\.. 

PAGE ft.JO (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS EFT 0 

WHICH tl}ILSON tiJAS LISTED AS OWNER. THIS CIVIL SUIT INVOLVED 

FRAUD CASE AND \'lILSON INCARCERATED FOLLmJI~U HIS REFUSAL TO 

FURNISH THE COURT AN INVENTORY OF ~lERCHANDISE IN HIS POSSESSION 

BELONGING TO ALLISON' - KAUFMANN CO~lPANY. THIS INCARCERATION 

DID NOT INVOLVE ANY ACTION GROWING OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT AND 

IDENT ITY OF CHILDREN NOT SET FORTH IN COURT RECORDS. 

BT 

, 

65994 Docld:32989168 Page 235 . 
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DE SA 

I 211223(2 AUG 78 

Fl'l SAn Arrro:ao (44-1242) (?) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) It'lHEDIATE 

i'lE[,lPHIS (44-1987, SUB r-J.) IHI'JEDIATE 

JACleSOn (62,,544) If'1~'1ED lATE 

fl.T 

UNGLAS EFT 0 

ATTELJTIOH: CO~~6RESSIOtJAL IUQUIRIES Un!T, ROm.1 fJ988~ JEH BUILD lEG • 

\'lUR l( It~ .. 

fiE l'lE TEL TO BUREAU It E1 AI..., AUG ust HI, 1978, AND SA TEL TO 

BUREAU, AUGUST 18, 1978, REGARDUiG IfJCARCERATION OF BURGESS 

AUD1E hTILSOU, JR. J Itl BEXAR com·;ry JAIL,. JUNE 19, 1972,; TO 

JUl,E 3(1, 1972, ON CONTErlPT OF COURT 1 STATE D 151"rUC1 COURT 59, 

(CASE NUHBEi! F2480CL!). 

OU A UG US! 2 h 1978,. REVIEU OF COURT RECORD S, BEXAR COUNTY 

57i'~ DISTRICT COURT, StUJ ANTONIO, TEXAS" REVEALED lHLSOtJ 

IfJCAHCERA1ED FOrl.cotiTErqpT OF COURT GfWHU!3 OUT OF CIVIL SUIT 

ENTITLED ALJ..ISOtl - KAUFi·1A~H~ CO~>lPAUY, A CALIFORNIA COI1PORATlotl 

VS. NORTH STAR D IAHotm CORPORA! lOll (CASE lJUf'1BER r24B-OSL!)' OF 

62..-S'Il(-Sfo 
o rw. 1J14° _- , 

f 

I 
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UHleH tJILSOU UAS LISTED AS OUNER.. THIS CIVIL SUIT ItWOLVED 

FRAUD CASE AND t-JILSOU ItJCARCERATED FOLLO~JIl;\3 HIS REFUSAL TO 

FUR lUSH THE COURT Ii U INVEfl1'ORY OF ~'lERCHAt!D ISE ° It) HIS POSSESSION 

BELot~on:G 1'0 ALLISOtI - KAUFMAfJN COHPANY. THIS ItWARCERATIOfJ 

DID t;01' INVOLVE ,IdlY :ACTION GROt'lu:a OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT AtJD 
, 

IDEtlT lTV OF CHILDREU NOT SET FORTH III COURT RECORDS. 

; BT , 
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70> • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription __ ---...:8=..</<-=2=1L.,./..:.7-=8:...-____ _ 

Photographs and major case £inge;prints were taken of 
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as "BILL" at the Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, City Jail. 

Intervi ewed on 8/19/78 at Ocean Springs. Mississippiiile # Jackson 62-544 - 5'1 

~ 
by __ ~S~A~K~.~P~._W~H~I~T~E~-=SP~U=NNE===RL,~J=R~.~/~gah~ __ ___ Date di ctated ----'8...,1'-""'2-"'1~/ ..... 7--"'8"----__ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBl/OOJ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70) • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D ate of tran seri ption __ ---.:8~/....::2~1=/_7'_8_=___ ____ _ 

On August 19, 1978, Desk Sergeant LAURA MIZE, Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, Police Department, advised that one 
of the Ocean Springs, Mississippi, Police, Patrolman BOBBY 

o RACHUBA had taken breakfast to inmate "BILL" WILSON at 
approximately 8:30 a.m., that date at which time Officer 
RACHUBA asked WILSON if he was ready to sign papers waiving 
extradition to the State of Texas on a probation violation. 
According to Desk Sergeant MIZE, WILSON replied that he was, 
but prior to signing any waiver of extradition he wanted 
to talk to the FBI. 

Intervi ewed on 8/19/78 at ....:O=...:c~e~an~~~s~. =.r=in~g.!::<s~, _·....,M".,i""s""s"""i""'s""'s ...... io.J;>!pp:.i.J e # Jackson 62- 544 - S8; 

by SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNN~JR9/gah Datedietated 8/2]/78 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/DOJ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70) • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D ate of tran scri ption __ ----:80.<.1-=2=1=..1_7.:.-8=--____ _ 

Officer BOBBY RACHUBA, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
Police Department, advised that at about 8:30 a.m., on 
August 19, 1978, he was delivering breakfast to inmates of 
the Ocean Springs City Jail. At the direction of Police 
Desk Sergeant LAURA MIZE, he personally asked inmate "BILL" 
'WILSON whether he was ready to sign a waiver of extradition 
to the State of Texas. According to Officer RACHUB~ WILSON 
replied, "Yes, on one condition, provided I can talk to the 
FBI first." 

Interviewed on 8/19/78 . at Ocean Springs, Mississippile # Jackson 62-544 -5'l 

:J~ 
by __ ~S~A~K~.~P~9~WH~I~T~E~-~S~P~U~NN~E~R~,~JR~.~!~g~ah~ ____ __ Date dictated 8/21/78 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/OOJ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

~ Teletype 

o Facsimile 

o Airtel 

- ~-~----

• PRECEDENCE: 

IaI Immediate 

o Pr.iority 

D Routine 

FBI • CLAS SIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

D CONFIDENT1AL 

:xIX]EFTO 

D CLEAR 

Date __ 8_1_22_1_7_8_---; 
-------------------------------------------------------
FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) PRIORITY \S'5~~ 

KANSAS CITY IMMEDIATE \53' ~ 

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) PRIORITY I ~ I{.>e 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT 

MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS. 

CARL D. FORTNA, ROUTE 6, BOX 387, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI j 

STATED THAT HE MET BILL WILSON IN BELTON, MISSOURI, IN 1966 OR 1967. 

FORTNA WAS IN THE AIR FORCE AT THIS TIME STATIONED AT RICHARDS

GEBAUER AIR FORCE BASE IN BELTON, MISSOURI. FORTNA STATED THAT 

WILSON AND WILSON'S WIFE OWNED A JEWELRY STORE IN BELTON, MISSOURI, 

AND THAT WILSON WAS A MEMBER OF THE 442ND AIR FORCE RESERVE UNIT 

STATIONED AT RICHARDS-GEBAUER AIR FORCE BASE. FORTNA STATED HE 

KNEW WILSON THROUGH THEIR ASSOCIATION IN THE VFW IN BELTON, MISSOURI 

FORTNA STATED THAT HE, FORTNA, RETIRED FROM THE AIR FORCE IN 1969 

6) - JACKSON 

l.JCB/m~.J 
. (1) n"-

Approved: -+~+' f--!4'4--C--t;;}-=-=---
~ NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 241 
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Date ______ ---;: 
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AND DID NOT SEE WILSON AGAIN EXCEPT FOR ONE BRIEF MOMENT IN 1972 

UNTIL APPROXIMATELY TWO MONTHS AGO. WILSON CAME TO OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI, FROM LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA, ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO AND 

LIVED IN THE TWIN PINES MOTEL ON HIGHWAY 90, OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI. ON JULY 23, 1978, WILSON MOVED INTO A HOUSE OWNED BY 

FORTNA LOCATED NEXT DOOR TO FORTNA"S PRESENT RESIDENCE. 

AT APPROXIMATELY 4:15 PM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, WILSON ASKED 

FORTNA TO COME INTO WILSON'S HOUSE, THAT HE HAD SOMETHING VERY 

IMPORTANT TO TELL HIM. WILSON TOLD FORTNA, "I KILLED THAT BLACK 

SON-OF'-A-BITCH.fI FORTNA ASKED WILSON WHO HE WAS TALKING ABOUT, 

AND WILSON REPLIED MARTIN LUTHER KING. FORTNA STATED THAT HE TOLD 

WILSON HE DID NOT BELIEVE HIM, AND WILSON SAID, til AM TELLING YOU 

THE TRUTH. I ACTUALLY KILLED HIM. I'VE BEEN LIVING WITH IT FOR 

TEN YEARS, AND I CANtT TAKE IT ANYMORE. 1t WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT 

MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS RESfONSIBLE FOR WILSON'S FATHER'S DEATH. 

WILSON DIP NOT ELABORATE FURTHER ON THIS. WILSON TOLD FORTNA 

THAT THIS KILLING WAS tlENGINEERED It BY LOU CRUZ (PHONETIC). FORTNA 

STATED THAT HE KNOWS LOU CRUZ AND THAT LOU CRUZ OWNED OR STILL OWNS 

LOU CRUZ JEWELE.¥ '. 1505 MAIN STREET, GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI. WILSON 

TOLD FO~TNA THAT HE DROVE TO THE STATE LINE AIRPORT IN KANSAS CITY, 
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MISSOURI, DRIVING A NEW FORD THUNDERBIRD. WILSON TOLD FORTNA~THAT 

CRUZ ALSO OWNED AN IDENTICAL FORD THUNDERBIRD. WILSON LEFT HIS 

THUNDERBIRD AT THE AIRPORT AND FLEW TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. CRUZ 

CAME TO THE AIRPORT AND PICKED UP WILSONIS THUNDERBIRD AND TOOK IT 

FROM THE AIRPORT SO IT WOULD NOT BE NOTICED. WHEN WILSON ARRIVED 

IN MEMPHIS, HE BORROWED A WHITE FORD MUSTANG THAT HE HAD PURCHASED 

FOR HIS DAUGHTER, DEBORAH. DEBORAH HAD DRIVEN FROM KANSAS CITY TO 

MEMPHIS IN THE MUSTANG. WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE WENT TO THE 

MOTEL WHERE MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS STAYING AND THAT HE USED A 

JArANESE SNIPER RIFLE AND SHOT KING HOLDING THE RIFLE ON HIS HIP. 

HE STATED THAT THIS RIFLE IS NOW IN THE POSSESSION OF WILSON'S SON, 

STEVE. WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE WAS DRIVING AWAY FROM THE SCENE 

IN THE MUSTANG, AND HE WAS STOprED BY THE MEMPHIS POLICE, BUT HE 

TALKED HIMSELF OUT OF A TICKET, AND THE CAR WAS NOT SEARCHED. HE 

STATED THAT THE RIFLE WAS IN THE TRUNK OF THE CAR AT THIS TIME. 

WlLSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE THEN FLEW HIS AIRPLANE BACK TO KANSAS 

CITY, AND CRUZ PICKED HIM UP AT THE AIRPORT AND TOOK HIM HOME. 

FORTNA STATED THAT WHEN WILSON TOLD HIM THE ABOVE INFORMATION, 

HE, FORTNA, BELIEVED THAT WILSON THOUGHT HE WAS TELLING THE TRUTH 

AND THAT HE SWORE ON HIS MOTHER'S GRAVE IN FRONT OF A PRIEST THAT IT 
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WAS THE TRUTH. FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON HAD NEVER MENTIONED THIS 

SUBJECT PRIOR TO THIS INSTANCE. FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON HAS BEEN 

DRINKING HEAVILY FOR THE PAST TWO MONTHS AND HAS LIED TO HIM SEVERAL 

TIMES. IN THE PAST TWO MONTHS. WILSON ~ ON OCCASION ~ WOULD TELL 

FORTNA THAT HE HAD BEEN MARRIED THREE OR FOUR TIMES SINCE DIVORCING 

HIS FIRST WIFE AND THEN COME BACK AT A LATER DATE AND SAY THAT HE 

HAD NOT BEEN MARRIED AFTER DIVORCING HIS FIRST WIFE. 

FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON IS AN EXCELLENT PILOT, THAT HE, 

FORTNA, HAS FLOWN WITH WILSON THROUGH BAD WEATHER, AND WILSON HAD 

NO PROBLEMS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT. 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL, WAS BORN AUGUST 28, 1931, 

AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, 5 FEET 11 INCHES, 170 POUNDS, BROWN EYES, 

GRAY HAIR, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 422-34-4275, MILITARY SERVICE 

U. S. AIR FORCE 1947-1960. 

KANSAS CITY AT QRANDVIEW', MISSOURI. WILL LOCATE LOU CRUZ 

(PHONETIC), 1505 MAIN STREET, RE KNOWLEDGE OF WILSON AND FACT HE 

"ENGINEERED" ASSASSINATION OF DR.-KING. 

AT KANSAS CITY,. MISSOURI. WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGA

TION AND CHECK FLIGHT PLANS IF ;POSSIBLE AT STATE LINE AIRPORT IN AN 

EFFORT TO DETERMrNE I.F WILSON FLRW :£rROM THIS AIRPORT TO MEMPHIS, 
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TENNESSEE, ON OR ABOUT APRIL 4, 1968. 

FOR INFORMATION OF KANSAS CITY, IN A PRIOR INTERVIEW OF WILSON, 

HE STATED HE HAD A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE, REGISTER NUMBER 

34L, AND A CESSNA 310 TWIN-ENGINE BLUE AND WHITE AIRCRAFT. 

BT 
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FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) PRIORITY 

KA NSAS CITY IMMED lATE 

t1EMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) PRIORITY 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTENTION: ·CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT 

MURKIN; 00: MEf1PHIS. 

• 

CARL D. FORTNA, ROUTE 6, BOX 387, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, 

STATED THAT HE i~ET BILL WILSON IN BELTON, MISSOURI, IN 1966 OR 1967. 

FORTNA t·]AS IN THE AIR FORCE AT THIS TIME STATIONED AT RICHARDS

GEBAUER AIR FORCE BASE IN BELTON, MISSOURI. FORTNA ST.ATED THAT 

~lILSON AND \vILSON·S ~lIFE O\~NED A JEtvELRY STORE IN BELTON, t>1ISSOURI, 

AND THAT ~JILSO N HAS A rQEC1BER OF THE 44200 A IR FORCE RESERVE UNIT 

STATIONED AT RICHARDS-GEBAUER AIR FORCE BASE. FORTNA STATED HE \. 

KNEt·] ~]ILSON THROUGH THEIR ASSOCIATION IN THE VF\'] IN BELTON, MISSOURI. 

FORTNA STATED THAT HE, FORTNA, RETIRED FRON "THE AIR FORCE IN 1969 
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AND DID NOT SEE ~l/ILSON AGAIN EXCEPT FOR ONE BRIEF MOMENT IN 1972 

UNTIL APPROXIt1ATELY TWO MONTHS AGO. WILSON CAME TO OCEAN SPRINGS, 

r1ISSISSIPPI, FROf1 LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA, ABOUT n'lO MONTHS AGO AND 

LIVED IN THE TVJIN PINES MOTEL ON HIGHt'/AY 90, OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI. ON JULY 23, 1978, \'lILSON t10VED INTO A HOUSE OWNED BY 

FORTNA LOCATED NEXT DOOR TO FORTNA·S PRESENT RESIDENCE. 

AT APPROXIMATELY 4:L5 PM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, ~JILSON ASKED 

FORTNA TO COME INTO \'1ILSON·S HOUSE 9 THAT HE HAD Sor1ETHING VERY 

IMPORTANT TO TELL HIM. WILSON TOLD FORT NA, "I KILLED THAT BLACK 

SON-OF-A-BITCH." FORTNA ASKED \'IILSON \vHO HE tvAS TALKING ABOUT, 

AND \']!LSON REPLIED t1ARTIN LUTHER KING. FORTNA STATED THAT HE TOLD 

~JILSON HE DID NOT BELIEVE HIM, AND WILSON SAID, "I AM TELLING YOU 

THE TRUTH. I"ACTUALLY KILLED HIf1. I"VE BEEN LIVING WITH IT FOR 

TEN YEARS, AND I CAN·T TAKE IT A NYi10RE ." \HLSON TOLD FORT~A THAT 

f1ART IN LUTHER KING WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR ~lILSO N·S FATHER ·S DEATH. 

\'IILSON DID NOT ELABORATE FURTHER ON THIS. t"ILBON TOLD FORTNA 

THAT THIS KILLING lA/AS "ENG INEERED" BY LOU CRUZ (PHONETIC). FORTNA 

STATED TH.l\T HE KNO~lS LOU CRUZ AND THAT LOU CRUZ m.1NED OR STILL 01JINS 

LOU CRUZ JEvlELRY, 1505 MAIN STREET, GRANDVIEH , ~lISSOURI. \'lILSON 

TOLD FORTNA THAT HE DROVE TO THE STATE LINE AIRPORT IN KANSAS CITY, 
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f.1ISSOURI, DRIVING A NEv] FORD THUNDERBIRD. \'JILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT 

CRUZ ALSO O~]NED AN IDENTICAL FORD THUNDERBIRD. vlILSON LEFT HIS 

THUNDERBIRD AT THE AIRPORT AND FLEW TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. CRUZ 

CANE TO THE AIRPORT AND PICKED UP WILSON'S THUNDERBIRD AND TOOK IT 

FROfy] THE AIRPORT SO IT to]OULD NOT BE NOTICED. WHEN HILSON ARRIVED 

IN r'1Ei-lPHIS, HE BORROvJED A \'1HITE FORD MUSTANG THAT HE HAD PURCHASED 

FOR HIS DAUGHTER, DEBORAH. DEBORAH HAD DRIVEN FROC1 KANSAS CITY TO 

MEl1PHIS IN THE MUSTANG. v1!LSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE WENT TO THE 

r10TEL ~JHERE £~ARTIN LUTHER KING ~JAS STAYING AND THAT HE USED A 

JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE AND SHOT KING HOLDING THE RiFLE ON HIS HIP. 

HE STATED THAT THIS RIFLE IS NOW IN THE POSSESSION OF WILSON'S SON, 

STEVE. t'JILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE \vAS DRIVIt~ AWAY FROr1 THE SCENE 

IN THE {'1USTAOO, AND ,HE WAS STOPPED BY THE MEt1PHIS POLICE, BUT HE 

TALKED HIMSELF OUT OF A TICKET, AND THE CAR vIAS NOT SEARCHED e HE 

STATED THAT THE RIFLE ~lAS IN THE TRut~K OF THE CAR AT THIS TIME. 

vJILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE THEN FLEv] HIS AIRPLANE BACK TO KANSAS 

CITY, AND CRUZ PICKED HI['l UP AT TljE AIRPORT AND TOOK HIM HDr·1E. 

FORTNA STATED THAT \'lHEN \lIILSON TOLD Hn1 THE ABOVE INFom1ATION, 

.HE, FORTNA, BELIEVED THAT vJILSON THOUGHT HE vIAS TELLING THE TRUTH 

AND THAT HE sttJORE ON HIS NOT HER 'S GRAVE IN FRONT OF A PRIEST THAT IT 
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HAS THE TRUTH. FORTNA STATED THAT HILSON HAD NEVER frlENTIONED THIS 

SUBJECT PRIOR TO THIS INSTANCE. FORTNA STATE}) THAT WILSON HAS BEEN 

DRINKING HEAVILY FOR THE PAST !VIO MONTHS AND HAS LIED TO HIfrl SEVERAL 

TIr1ES IN THE PAST nJO fI'JONTHS. toJIl.SON, ON OCCASION, ~vOULD TELL 

FORTNA THAT HE HAD BEEN HARRIED Tl'IREE OR FOUR TIf1ES SINCE DIVORCING 

HIS FIRST l'JIFE AND THEN C0i1E BACK AT A LATER DATE AND SAY THAT HE 

HAD NOT BEEN MARRIED AFTER DIVORCING HIS FIRST HIFE. 

FORTNA STATED THAT toJILSON IS AN EXCELLENT PILOT, THAT HE, 

FORTNA, HAS FLO(HJ toJITH {'TILSON THROUG H BAD tolEATHER, AND \'JILSON HAD 

NO PROBLEftlS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT. 

BURGESS AUDIE \'1ILSON, JR., AKA BILL, \vAS BORN AUGUST 28,1931, 

AT FULTON, rUSSISSIPPI, 5 FEET 11 INCHES, 170 POUNDS, BRO\vN EYES, 

GRAY HAIR, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 422-34-4275, MILITARY SERVICE 

U. S. AIR FOR9E 1947-1960. 

KANSAS CITY AT GRANDVIEW, ~lISSOURI. \'JILL LOCATE LOU CRUZ 

(PHONETIC), 1505 r'lAIN STREET, RE KN0\1LEDGE OF \·JILSON AND FACT HE 

"ENGINEERED" ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING. 

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. tolILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGA

TION AND CHECK FLIGHT PLANS IF POSSIBLE AT STATE LINE AIRPORT IN AN 

EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF \1ILSON FLEt.,r FROfol THIS AIRPORT TO f1Ef1PHIS, 
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TENNESSEE, ON OR ABOUT APRIL 4, 1968. 

• 
FOR INFORMATION OF KANSAS CITY, IN A PRIOR INTERVIEW OF vlILSON, 

HE STATED HE HAD A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE, REG ISTER NUlVlBER 

34L, AND A CESSNA 310 nlIN-E~ INE BLUE AND \oJHITE AIRCRAFT. 

BT 
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AT VETERANS ADHINISTRATION CENTER, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI 

. On August 21, 1978, Mrs. INGRID SAMPSON, Medical 
Administration Division, Veterans Administration Center, 
Gulfport, Mississippi, advised SC(S) BETTY.LOU CLAru< she 
could locate no record indicating that BURGESS AUDIE HILSON, 
JR.., had ever received treatment at the Gulfport or Biloxi, 
t-!ississippi, Veterans Administration Centers. 

AT KEESLER, AIR FORCE BASE, BILOXI, HISSISSIPFI 

On Au~st 21, 1978, Airman Fi~st Class SUSAll DREm~ON, 
Clerk, Registrar's Office., Keesler Medical.Center, Keusler Air 
Force Base" Biloxi, MissiSSippi, advised SA EDGAR L. O'NEILL, 
JR. that there was no record in the in.patient records or out
patient records that BURGESS AUDIE t'IILSON, JR. had ever received 
treatment there. 

She s·ta~ed that if a patient is treated for routine 
physical examination and is not again seen for a period of two 
years" all medical records are thereafter transmitted to U. s. 
Air Force :Medical Records Center, St. Louis" Hissouri. 
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The following investigation was conducted at 

Ocean Springs, Mississippi by SA HARRY H. CARPENTER 
on August 19, 1978: 

LOUIS P. HELMS, Helms Realty, U. So Highway 
90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, home telephone number 
875-2098, office telephone number 875-0016, advised 
that he does not know a BILL WILSON. HELMS was shown 
a photograph of l.JILSON and he still stated that he 
did not know WILSON and did not knmv hmv WILSON had his 
name. 

MAUDIE ODOM, Bartender, Angle Inn Restaurant 
and Lounge, Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
advised that BILL WILSON had been coming to the Angle 
Inn for approximately two months and appeared to be a 
normal custom~r, causing no trouble. She stated that 
one of WILSON's close friends, is CARL FORTNA, telephone 
number 875-0220. 

On August 19, 1978, Mrs. MARGARET ALLEN, 
Assistant Manager~ 1win Oaks Motel, Ocean Springs, 
MiSSissippi, telephone number 875-58~1, stated that 
BILL HILSON stayed at the Ttvin Oaks Motel. for 
approximately one month and was an ideal tenant. 
She stated he caused no problems and she knows of 
no close associates of WILSON. 
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UKITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Jackson, Mississippi 
August 21" 1978 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES -

On August l811 1978 9 1:15 Ael'1 .. , Mro \-lililam Do 
Gladen~ Route 1, Post Office B.ox 205H3, Ocean Springs, 
Hississippi 7 telephon.e 11umber 875..,3518, telephonically 
contacted the Jackson Office, Federal Bureau of Investi
gationo He advised that on August 17, 1978 11 one of his 
employees~ Bill Hilson!' telephonically requested that he 
and Mrs 0 Gladen meet \-lith him.. Thereafter? he and Mrs .. 
Gladen met Wilson at their card and gift shop located in 
Ocean Springso . 

Mro Wilson told them he had killed Martin Luther 
King" He talked for one hour concerning the details of 
the plan to kill King and stated the sheriff~ Memphis, 
Tennessee is the only person to whom he will surrender 0 

Also, he said he is to meet the sheriff at the Holiday Inn~ 
Biloxi$' Mississippil' the 11l0rning of August 18, 19780 

Mr. ~>Jilson further advised Mr 0 and Mrs" Gladen 
he is sorry for the expense he caused them in setting up his 
watch repair business but he had to get this off his chest~ 

4 - Bureau (62-117290) 
A - Memphis (Info) 
QV- Jackson (62-544) 
JWA/njb .//1 

(7 ~--7/l/fv 

'~.I I 
I ,i 
~. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI.. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ar.e not to be distributed 
outside your agencyo 
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UNITES STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

• 
IvIro Gladen advised that in July 1978$ he had 

rented Hr .. Hilson part of his shop to establish a 'l;vatch 
repair serviceo 

Mr~ Gladen described Wilson as a white male 9 

46 years of ageo He stated that \\filson is a very intelli
gent man and although he was drinking at the time of above 
meeting he thinks Wilson is serious about the murder of 
King 0 

2·'~ .. 
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x AIRTEL 

3/21/78 

TO: DIPJ:CTOlt, FDI (G2-1172!)O) 
AT1i1:. cO:::GlUmSIO:UJ. It;QUIUY unIT 

r.EcorJlS t!,\!U~m,m:;T DIV,ISIoa 

17110)1: SAC, J.I\CimOii (62-5l~4) 

StmmCT: uous:c Sr:LI:CT CO~:lITTtE 
o:t l\SSASSI~:U).TIOi~S (HSCA) 

Enclosed her.ewith for the Bureau and l·.teml'his are 
four o:nd two copiesr x-<aspectively # of an I.HH da.tod 8/21/7(J, 
captioned unousa Sc: ~et Committe.~ on Assassi1Ul.tions, Unite.d 
Sto.tca House of Representatives. 

For tl1e Durctlu.'$ s infol:lJO.t:ton, pnzt! one, po.ra.~.c~ph 
Ol'!C ~ li"jJ~ ona. of refc:coltcad toletype .shomd r~d I1IL!;u'\i:I D~ 
GUUlEil., -
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FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE ")./'>6 ~ 
MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB 00) IMMEDIATE ~ ~;\.;! =z;.. 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT 

MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS. 

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, JACKSON SPECIAL AcrENT VISITED OCEAN SPRINGS 

MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT IN ORDER TO DETERMINE STATUS OF 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. JACKSON SPECIAL AGENT ADVISED BY CHIEF OF 

POLICE MATT COX THAT A TELETYPE HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES IN NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISING THEY WOULD ARRIVE IN 

OCEAN SPRINGS DURING MORNING OF AucrUST 23, 1978, IN ORDER TO TAKE 

WILSON BACK TO TEXAS. 

CHIEF OF POLICE COX ADVISED HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY JACKSON, 

MISSISSIPPI, AND LOCAL OCEAN SPRINcrS NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 

PRESSING HIM FOR A STATEMENT CONCERNINcr WILSON'S ALLEGED REMARKS 

1 - JACKSON 

Kws~~e6) 
(1)/TlP' 

AP~oved,W4~_ _ Transmitted ~(),..IL.,.O ~L:--~2;7---L,Jl/~R r,,--/1 (Numt:r) (Time) 
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Date ______ --; 

REGARDING KING ASSASSINATION. CHIEF COX ADVISED HAS GIVEN NO PRESS 

STATEMENT TO DATE; HOWEVER, HE ADVISED THAT MISSISSIPPI STATE 

REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS GOLLOTTE, ALONG WITH REVEREND NOEL FANNON, 

ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, WERE APPARENTLY 

IN CONTACT WITH LOCAL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES CONCERNING THIS MATTER. 

CHIEF COX FURTHER ADVISED HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY JACKSON COUNTY 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY CLINTON LOCKARD, WHO HAS BECOME AWARE OF THIS 

MATTER AND HAS INSTRUCTED CHIEF COX TO BRING INMATE WILSON TO THE 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE TN ORDER THAT HIS STATEMENT CAN BE TAPE 

RECORDED. CHIEF COX FURTHER ADVISED THAT WILSON APPARENTLY HAS MADE 

REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE FBI INTENDS TO "COVER UP" INFORMATION 

HE HAS FURNISHED. 

FOREGOING SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ AND MEMPHIS IN 

VIEW OF PQSSrBLE PRESS INQUIRrES' FlORTHCOMING. 

BT 

. Approved: _______ _ 
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FM JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE 

f1Ef'lPHIS (44-1987 SUB rl) IMMED lATE 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTENT ION: CO NGRESSIONAL INQUIR IES UNIT 

r1.URKIN; 00: r·lErQpHIS. 

• 

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, JACKSON SPECIAL AGENT VISITED OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT IN ORDER TO DETERMINE STATUS OF 

BURGESS AUD IE {'IILSO"N, JR. JACKSON SPJ;:CIAL AGENT ADVISED BY CHIEF OF 

POLICE NATT COX THAT A TELETYPE HAD BEEN RECEIVED FRDr4 LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES IN NE~l BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISING THEY \~OULD ARRIVE IN 

OCEAN SPRINGS DURING ~lORNING OF AUGUST 23, 1978, IN ORDER TO TAKE 

\VILSON BACK TO TEXAS. 

CHIEF OF POLICE COX ADVISED HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY JACKSON, 

flISSISSIPPI, AND LOCAL OCEAN SPRINGS NE~lS i1EDIA REPRESENTATIVES 

PRESSING HIr4 FOR A STATEr'1ENT CONCERNING {oHLSON·S ALLEGED REf1ARKS 
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REGARD ING KING ASSASSINAT ION. CHIEF COX ADVISED HAS GIVEN NO PRESS 

STATENENT TO DATE; Hot-lEVER, HE ADVISED THAT MISSISSIPPI STATE 

REPRESENTAT IVE THOr'lAS GOLLOTTE, ALONG \lJITH REVEREND NOEL FA NNON , 

ST • ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, WERE APPARENTLY 

IN CONTACT {'lITH LOCAL r~lEDIA REPRESENTATIVES CONCERNING THIS MATTER. 

CHIEF COX FURTHER ADVISED HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY JACKSON COUNTY 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY CLINTON LOCKARD, vlHO HA.S BEC0£1E MJARE OF THIS 

iilATTER AND HAS INSTRUCTED CHIEF COX TO BRING IN£4ATE vHLSON TO THE 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY·S OFFICE IN ORDER THAT HIS STATENENT CAN BE TAPE 

RECORDED. CHIEF COX FURTHER ADVISED THAT vlILSON APPARENTLY HAS f-lADE 

REt'1ARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE FBI INTENDS TO "COVER UP" INFORMATION 

HE HAS FURNISHED. 

FOREGOING SUBMITtED FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ AND r'lEt'lPHIS IN 

VIEtrJ OF POSSIBLE PRESS INQUIRIES FORTHCOMING. 

BT 

23421032 HQ 1 
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BT 

UNCLAS 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIR IES UNIT 1 ROOM 8983 1 JEH. 

MURK IN; 00: ftJEr.1PHIS e 

RE ME[tJPHIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU 1 AUG UST 211 1978. 

ON AUGUST 22, 1978 1 BOB SORRELL, ROUTE ONE 1 BOX 260 1 

mEAUMONT pOLONY) 1 KOUNTZE, TEXAS, TELEPHONE 246-2705, 

(UNLISTED) , WAS CONTACTED AT HIS RESIDENCE WHERE THE FOLLO!}! ING 

INFORr1ATION HAS DEVELOPED. SORRELL BECA[llE ACQUAINTED \,JITH 

BILL \~ILSON TJ-U10UGH HIS ATTENDANCE AT THE HOLLYldOOD BAPTIST 

CHURCH IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, '!JHICH \oJAS PASTORED BY BROTHER 

\vILSON. SORRELL HAD NO OTHER ASSOCIATION ~vITH BILL \lJILSON 
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EXCEPT THROUG H CONTACT AT CHURCH. SORRELL ATTENDED THAT 

CHURCH AS A YOU~STER AND CONTINUED UNTIL APPROXn1ATELY 

1958, ~1-HEN HIS FA[1IL Y MOVED FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND 

ATTENDANCE STOPPED. 

HE, SORRELL, HAD NO OTHER CONTACT vJITH BILL \tlILSON UNTIL 

AFTER 1967, \'IHEN SORRELL EMPLOYED AT HAGLER AERO SERVICE, 

CHARLES tv. BAKER AIRPORT, MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE, TELEPHONE 

872-2261. SORRELL \'IAS PART -T IME Ei4PLOYEE AT HAGLER UNTIL 

OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER OF 1967, HHEN HE BECAME FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE 

AS A LINEMAN. 

SORRELL RECALLED THAT SOrqETIME AFTER BECOMING A FULL-

TIME Et1PLOYEE BILL FLEW INTO THE AIRPORT, EXACT DATE UNRECALLED, 

IN A nJIN BEACHCRAFT 0) -18) BELIEVED RED AND WHITE IN" COLOR 

\tIITH POSSIBLY A BLUE STRIPE. SORRELL RECALLED THAT HE 

REFUELED THIS AIRPLANE, BUT THE TIME OF DAY OF ARRIVAL 

HAS UNKNO~JN. AS RECALLED t~ILSON HAS WEARING CIVILIAN CLOTHING 

AND PAID CASH FOR THE FUEL PURCHASE. SORRELL AND \'lILSON HAD 

LITTLE CONVERSATION OTHER THAN GREETING. AS BEST RECALLED 

BY SORRELL, WILSON STAYED OVERNIGHT AND LEFT THE FOLLmvING 

DAY, TH1E UNKNOtvN. SORRELL DOES NOT KNOV] HmJ vlILSON \1AS 
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TRANSPORTED FR0£1 AND TO THE AIRPORT. 

{llITHIN nlOOR THREE MONTHS \vILSON f1ADE A SECOND VISIT 

TO HAGLER IN THE SAME AIRCRAFT ' .. THERE HE RECEIVED GAS, 

PAID CASH AND LAID OVER FOR !tolO OR THREE DAYS. AGAIN, 
• 

SORRELL HAS- NO IDEA AS TO HIS TRANSPORTAT ION FROM AND BACK 

TO THE AIRPORT. SORRELL HAS NO INFORr1ATION AS TO t·/HERE 

HE CM1E IN FROC1 OR HIS DESTINATION UPON DEPARTURE FRDr'l THE 

AIRPORT. SORRELL COULD SUPPLY NO INFORfYJATION ABOUT A 

1965, WHITE MUSTANG AND DID NOT KNO~l THAT t~I.LSON HAD A 

DAUGHTER NAMED DEBORAH. 

SORRELL HAS NOT SEEN NOR HEARD FROM HILSON SINCE THE 

LAST VISIT TO HAGLER. 

SORRELL TERMINATED HIS EMPLOYMENT AT HAGLER IN OCTOBER 

OF 1976. HE CANNOT RECALL THE EXACT TIME OF ARRIVAL OR 

DEPARTURE BUT DOES BELIEVE BOTH V ISITS OCCURRED IN EITHER 

1968 OR 1969. SORRELL ADVISED FUEL RECEIPTS BROKEN DOt·/N 

BY SINGLE ENGINE OR r'lUTLI-ENGINE AIRCRAFTS ARE MAINTAINED 

ON A f.10 NT HL Y BASIS. SORRELL ADVISED THAT MR. GLENN MITCHELL, 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR, HAGLER AERO SERVICES, COULD ASSIST 

\oJlTH REVIEW OF GAS RECE1PTS TO DETERt1,INE EXACT DATE .OF ARRIVAL. 
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SORRELL HAD NO INFORr1AT ION HOW HILSON CA[qE INTO 

POSSESSION OF AIRCRAFT AND DOES NOT KNO~l \'JHETHER IT ~lAS 

LEASED OR O~JNED BY HH1. IN RECALLING THE TV/O VISITS 

BY ~'lILSON, SORRELL HAS A GUT FEELING THAT SOMEONE MAY 

HAVE BEEN ~JITH Hnq ON EACH OCCASION, BUT THIS IS JUST A 

FEELING ON HIS PART AND HE CAN SUPPLY NO INFORMAT ION TO 

CONFIRM THIS FEELING. SORRELL HAD NO INFORf'lATION ABOUT 

AN AIRPORT IN OLATHA, KANSAS, ~IHERE WIL~SON ALLEGEDL Y LANDED 

A'TER DEPARTURE FROM r'lECqpHIS. 

AS FURTHER BACKGROUND, SORRELL RECALLED THAT DURING 

ATTENDA NCE AT THE HOLL Y\'JOOD BAPT 1ST CHURCH HE GOT THE IMPRES

SION THAT \'JlLSON vIAS IN AND OUT OF TROUBLE" ALTHOUGH HE 

DOES NOT KNOl~l THE TYPE. HE f1AY HAVE RECEIVED THIS INFORMATION 

FROM ONE OF WILSON'S SISTERS, NA~lES UNRECALLED. THROUGH 

CONTACT \'lITH WILSON AT CHURCH, ~JILSON IMPRESSED SORRELL AS 

THE TYPE OF GUY WHO AUvAYS HAD A ''BIG DEAL", "KIND OF 

A CO N[11A N PER SO NAL IT Y U • AG A IN, A ND IT MA Y HAVE BEE NONE OF 

WILSON'S SISTERS l:JHO r1E~TIONED IT, SORRELL GOT THE IMPRESSION 

THAT tlJILSON HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND RECEIVED TIME FOR AN 

UNKNOtoJN OFFENSE. SORRELL ADVISED THAT CONTACT WItH ~JILSON'S 

SISTERS v]AS AT CHURCH. HE AGAIN STATED THAT HE HAS A GUT 
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FEEL"ING THAT ONE OF THEM [·jAY.HAVE BEEN AT THE AIRPORT ON 

ONE OF THE ABOVE OCCASIO~JS. 

SORRELL DID NOT KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT HILSON SERVED 

IN THE U.S. AIR FORCE, BUT RECALLED THAT WILSON t'IORE A 

UNIFORf1 AT CHURCH ON OCCASION. SORRELL tMS NOT AWARE THAT 

WILSON tvAS EMPLOYED AT PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY BUT DOES 

RECALL HIS tMRR IAGE TO BETTY LOU, 11A IDEN NAME UNKNO\'l N , 

BECAUSE BETTY LIVED IN THE SAME NEIG HBORHOOD. SORRELL 

HAD NO INFORMATION ABOUT trJILSON·S CLEANING BUSINESS OR 

TIf1E SPENT IN THE TENNESSEE NATIONAL GUARD OR THAT ~JlLSON 

HAD EVER LIVED IN THE MEMPHIS AREA. 

SINCE NO INFORMATION \'fAS DEVELOPED FRor1 SORRELL 

CONCERNING THE AIRPORT IN KA-NSAS AND DID NOT KNml 

<FIRST NAME UNKNOv]N) FISHER, FRot1 WHOM vJILSON ALLEGEDLY 

PURCHASED THE AIRCRAFT, ANY LEADS FOR KANSAS vJILL BE 

LEFT UP TO THE DISCRETION OF MEMPHIS • 

. LEADS. II1Ef'lPHIS AT MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE. CONTACT GLENN 

MITCHELL AND ATTEMPT TO REVIEvJ LOG ICAL GAS RECEIPTS TO 

DETERMINE EXACT DATE OF WILSON·S REFUELING AT HAGLER AERO 

SERVICE • 

. HOUSTON AT HOUSTON, toJILL SUBf'lIT REPORT. 

1B 
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;30{U~ELL ::U:C{\LUW TJ;,~H SO;!-:J~I 1;11E AFTEFi. BECOfn lUG A FTLL .. , 

" ' 

',: IT i·! ?Os:nBLY A BLUE' STiHP£.., f~OR:H:LL~ RE,Gt:U~LFD THf~T h~: 

.;11U'Lt\NC "gUT THt!: TIH£ ,OF Dt~Y or'-
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TO HM~UiJi H~J'h:e: :::M'iZ'tt,mc.1ifi1;"r !n{f~RE HE r~E:G.~:rVED GA$,,>," 
~ . .' 

Pt:ID C{1SH fiND L'iID OVErt fOR. T~JO OFi T}friE~' .DAYS .. 

,;30ilRELL HflS'lm Wf:A AS'TO HISTRAt\ISPOi{fkrIO!~ i'f1.ntt3 A\~P. B$\Gl(" 

Ti,) THZ AlY"POrn ~ ::;0rdH~LL HAS NO INP'OIWJATION'115 TO tJHERI~ 
!: 

• II . . 
SO.1f!ZLL .COULD· SUPPL Y NO HJFOHfiJAT ION ABOUT A 

:' 

SOitRELL 'HAS flOT E;EEN NOR HEMW FI~O!'l tilLSON SHICE THE 

I !I 

OF 1~76 .. J£ CANNOT RECALL THE EXACT TIME OF ARRIVAL,OR' , 
\ '. < ,I! . 

. , 

BY~,HjGLE E~:f3Ia: OR viUTLI-EiW.H~~E AIRCRtd'TS AR~ [l'}AHJTAHllED 
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FD-302 {Rev. 11-27-70> • , 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription August 21, 1978 

CARL D. FORTNA, Route 6, Box 387, Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi, telephone number 875-0220, was advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the 
interview. FORTNA, a white male, born June 2, 1932, in 
Great Bend, Kansas, advised that he completed the tenth 
grade of high school, and he could read and write. 

FORTNA stated that he met BILL WILSON in Belton, 
Missouri, in 1966 or 1967. FORTNA was in the Air Force at 
this time stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base in 
Belton, Missouri. FORTNA stated that WILSON and WILSON's 
wife owned a jewelry store in Belton, Missouri, and that 
WILSON was a member of the 442nd Air Force Reserve Unit 
stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base. FORTNA stated 
he knew WILSON through their association in the VFW in Belton, 
Missouri. FORTNA stated that he, FORTNA, retired from the Air 
Force in 1969 and did not see WILSON again except for one 
brief moment in 1972 until approximately two months ago. 
WILSON came to Ocean Springs, Mississippi, from Lafayette, 
Louisiana, about two months ago and lived in the Twin Pines 
Motel on Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. On July 23, 
1978, WILSON moved into a house owned by FORTNA located next 
door to FORTNA's present residence. ' 

At approximately 4:15 PM on August 18, 1978, WILSON 
asked FORTNA to corne into WILSON's house, that he had something 
very important to tell him. WILSON told FORTNA, "I killed that 
black son-of-a-bitch." FORTNA asked WILSON who he was talking 
about, and WILSON replied MARTIN LUTHER KING. FORTNA stated 
that he told WILSON he did not believe him, and WILSON said, 
"I am telling you the truth. I actually killed him. I've 
been living with it for ten years, and I can't take it anymore." 
WILSON told FORTNA that MARTIN LUTHER KING was responsible for 
WILSON's father's death. WILSON did not elaborate further on 
this. WILSON told FORTNA that this killing was "engineered" 
by LOU CRUZ (phonetic). FORTNA stated that he knows LOU CRUZ 
and that LOU CRUZ owned or still owns Lou Cruz Jewelry, 1505 
Main Street, Grandview, Missouri. WILSON told FORTNA that he 
drove to the State Line Airport in Kansas City, Missouri, 
driving a new Ford Thunderbird. WILSON told FORTNA that CRUZ 

Intervi ewed on 8/19/78 atOCean Springs, MississiPP~ile # Jackson 62-544 -&1· 
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also owned an identical Ford Thunderbird. WILSON left his 
Thunderbird at the airport and flew to Memphis, Tennessee. 
CRUZ came to the airport and picked up WILSON's Thunderbird 
and took it from the airport so it would not be noticed. 
When WILSON arrived in Memphis, he borrowed a white Ford 
MUstang that he had purchased for his daughter, DEBORAH. 
DEBORAH had driven from Kansas City to Memphis in the Mu~tang. 
WILSON told FORTNA that he went to the motel where MARTIN 
LUTHER KING was staying and that he used a Japanese sniper 
rifle and shot KING holding the rifle on his hip. He stated 
that this rifle is now in the possession of WILSON's son, 
STEVE. WILSON told FORTNA that he was driving away from the 
scene in the Mustang, and he was stopped by the Memphis police, 
but he talked himself out of a ticket, and the car was not 
searched. He stated that the rifle was in the trunk of the 
car at this time. WILSON told FORTNA that he then flew his 
airplane back to Kansas City, and CRUZ picked him up at the 
airport and took him home. 

FORTNA stated that when WILSON told him the above 
information, he, FORTNA, believed that WILSON thought he was 
telling the truth and that he swore on his mother's grave in 
front of a priest that it was the truth. FORTNA stated that 
WILSON had never mentioned this subject prior to this instance. 
FORTNA stated that WILSON has been drinking heavily for the 
past two months and has lied to him several times in the past 
two months. WILSON, on occasion, would tell FORTNA that he 
had been married three or four times since divorcing his first 
wife and then come back at a later date and say that he had 
not been married after divorcing his first wife. 

FORTNA stated that WILSON is an excellent pilot, 
that he, FORTNA, has flown with WILSON through bad weather, 
and WILSON had no problems flying the aircraft. 

2 
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The fo11m'Jing investigation ,("Jas conducted by 
SA KE~rr~ETH Po HUGHES: 

On August 19~ 1978, a revie"(" of the 1978 
Grenada City Directory ShCfWS a listing for the Central 
Baptist Church "lith Rev~rGnd JOE BELL as fastor at 
333 Second Street, Grenada, Mississippi s telephone 
226-2715" 

The directory shO'tJS JOE BELL and wife, 
MYRA No BELLg residing at 235 South Hound StreetS' 
Grenada~ Hississippi, home telephone 226-L.~133p and 
that JOE BELL is the pastor of the Central Baptist 
Church 0 

On August 19, 1978 7 FRED TILGI*iAN, Chief of 
Police, Grenada~ Mississippi, Police Department, 
G!:enada~ l1ississippi, advised he could locate no 
arrest record or outstanding warrants for BURG~SS 
AUDIE ~lILSONll JR .. , also k£lo\-m as BILL \-TILSON, date 
of birth, August 28, 1931, place of birth~ Fulton, 
Mississippio 

On August 19~ 1978, JACK SI~ft10NS? Deputy 
Sheriff, Grenada County Sheriff's Office~ Grenada~ 
Mississippi, advised he could locate no arrest 
record or outstanding warrants on Bu~GESS ADDIE WILSON 7 JR~~ 
also kno~m as BILL WILSON, white male, date of birth, 
August 28~ 1931~ at Fulton, t-1ississippi .. 

On August 19, 1978, HUBERT SPEARS, United 
States Post Office, Grenada? Mississippi, advised 
they did have a B .. Ao "HLSON, 'ivho was formerly the 
preacher at the Central Baptist Church, Grenada, 
Mississippi, approximately four or five years ago~ 

.6'.?- -S5L 1-- bg' 
,:.: ..... ;:~ .. 

I !lUr, ,. ~ 1978 ,J 

i--t __ dJ!ij.JI_ . . J.·C :·-'iAW·.·J ' 
I v' ,'" --
~- .. --- ... -.f _" __ . : , 
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SPEARS stated that Be Ao WILSON died, and his 
\'7ife~ possibly named GL.\DYS, after Bo Ao HILSO~~rs 
death? resided at 375 Levee Street, Grenada, 
Mississippi, which house is now vacant or in the 
process of being torn down. SPEARS further stated 
that BO) Ao HILSON and his "Jife lived in the parson.age 
behi"nd Central Eaptist Church, and SPEARS stated that 
if 'HILSON had any ch~dren, none lived in Grenncia, or 
they "t'Jere all gi:G\:;n ~1hen HILSON' \V$ the preacher at 
Central Baptist Churcho 

A review of the Grenada City Directory for 
the year 1978 sho-;;·JS a listing for Hrs" LILLY H .. \'?ILSON 
at 375 South Levee Street? Grenada, Hississippi, 
telephone number 226-4737Q 
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AT VETERANS ADNINISTRATION CENTER 1 GULFPORT, HISSISSIPPI 

On August 211 1978, Hrs o INGRID SAMPSON, Medical 
Administration Division, Veterans Administration Center, 
Gulfport, Mississippi, advised SC(S) BETTY LOU CLARK she 
could locate no record indicating that BURGESS AlIDIE WILSON, 
JR., had ever received treatment at the Gulfport or Biloxi, 
Mississippi, Veterans Administration Centers., 

AT KEESLER AIR FORCE .. BASE, ~ILOXI, MISSISSIPPI 

On August 21, 1978, Airman First Class SUSAN DRENNON, 
Clerk, Registrar's Office, Keesler Medical Center, Keesler Air 
Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi~ advised SA EDGAR Lo O'NEILL, 
JR 0 that there 'was no record. in the in·n}?atlent records or out
patient records that BURGESS ADDIE HILSON, JRo had ever received 
treatment thereo . 

She stated that if a patient is treated for routine 
physical examination and is not again seen for a period of two 
years, all medical records are thereafter transmitted to Uo So 
Air Force Medical Records Center, Sto Louis, Missourio 
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The following investigation tvas conducted by 
SA m,,1)!NNE L" HUPFER at Columbus, Mississippi, on 
August 19, J.978: 

A physical observation of 401 5th Street South, 
Columbus p Mississippi~ revealed that this is the address 
of the Candlewood Apartments., 

JANES LANCASTER" 810 Holland Avellue~ advised 
that he is the ovmer of the Candle'\vood Apartments 0 

LANCASTER stated that he does not recall anyone by the 
name BURGESS AUDIE WILSO~J? JRo, or BILL WILSON ~ renting 
an apartment from him.. LANCASTER advised, hmvever, that 
he has had a great deal tur.novers in these apartments 
over the past several years and he could not possibly 
recall all his tenants by name.. Lk~CASTER advised 
that his daughter~ RITA BRO\~J1EE~ was the resident 
manager of the Candlei'1Qod Apartments for him for several 
years 0 He stated that she might recall this individualo 

RITA BROHNLEE, 3504 Camilia Circ1e~ advised that 
she ~,.ras the resident manager of Candlewood Apartments 
during portions of 1974 and all of 1975 and 19760 B~1Q\.jNLEE 
advised that she does not recall anyone named BURGESS 
AUDIE HILSONl' JRo, or BILL WILSON renting an apartment 
from her.. She stated, hm-Jever ll that she located a payment 
from a BILL \HLSON, dated July 16, 1975, for apartment 1f9 
at the Candle\vood Apartments 0 She advised that this is 
the only record she could find of this individual and 
stated that he must have paid his rent payments in casho 

DONALD BEARD, Columbus Police D8partment~ 
advised that their records indicate BURGESS A" HILSON 
was the complainant and victim of a strong-arm robbery 
on August 7, 1975. BEARD advised that is the only record 
they have of a BURGESS Ao WILSON in their fileso 

BEARD stated that they have a record of a BILL 
\~ILSON, Apartment 11=9 9 Candlewood Apartments, as being 
the subject of a disturbance calion August 7, 1975, and 
again on August 13, 19750 BEARD advised that a review of 
his records indicate that on both o'f these occasions another 
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• • 
tenant at the Candle,\·Jood Apartm:=nts had called the 
police to complain of excessive noise at the apartment 
of BILL HILSON.. Both of these incidents \>Jere handled 
by officers of their departm.ent '\vith no arrests being 
made and no charges being filedo 

BARBARA HENSON~ Dispatcher, Lowndes County 
Sheriff's Office, advised that their records are negative 
concerning BURGESS AUDIE HILSON, JRo ~ or BILL \~ILSON. 
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MDRKIN; 00: MEMPHIS'. 

ON AUGUST 23, 1978, SERGEANT LAURA MIZE, DESK SERGEANT, 

OCEAN SrR.INGS, MISSISSIPPI, ;POLICE DEPARTMENT ADVISED THAT 

DEPUTY (FIRST NAME UNKNOWNl REYUN~ OF THE COMAL COUNTY, TEXAS, 

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT HAD ARRIVED AT THE OCEAN SPRINGS POLICE 

DEPARTMENT EARLY THIS MORNING TO PICK UP PRISONER BURGESS AUDIE 

WILSON, JR. DESK SERGEANT MIZE ADVISED THAT DEPUTY REYUN 

DEPARTED OCEAN SPRINGS AT APPR,OXI'MATELY .10:00 A.M., THIS DATE 

WITH WILSON EN ROUTE TO NEW' BRAUNFELLS, TEXAS. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription __ ....;..8_-_2-'-'1_-_7_8 ____ _ 

LUKE JOSEPH BRODERICK, 1204 Hammer Smith Lane, 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, t'elephone number 875-1404, 
was advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent 
and the nature of the interview. BRODERICK stated 
that he is the manager of the Angle Inn Restaurant 
and Lounge, Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. 

BRODERICK, a white male, stated that he 
was born February 7, 1940, and has completed three 
years of college. 

BRODERICK stated that he is acquainted with 
BILL WILSON, who has been coming tQ the Angle Inn 
for approximately two months as a customer. BRODERICK 
stated that late on the night of August 16, 1978, 
he, BRODERICK, came to the Angle Inn and WILSON was 
sitting at the bar and had been drinking Draft Beer 
and was half drunk. BRODERICK stated he started 
talking to WILSON and WILSON said that he, WILSON, 
knew more about the MARTIN LUTHER KING assassination 
than people thought. WILSON started telling 
BRODERICK about how someone else had shot KING other 
than EARL RAY. WILSON was describing the other 
assassin in the third person. BRODERICK stated that 
after WILSON talked for a few minutes, he, BRODERICK, 
realized that WILSON was actually talking about himself 
shooting KING. When he questioned WILSON on this, 
WILSON stated "I definitely shot him. I was 50 feet 
away. I blew that nigger shit away". WILSON stated 
that he had flown to Memphis, Tennessee, in a private 
plane and he stated that he had shot KING from approxi
mately 50 feet away while standing on the ground. 
WILSON told BRODERICK there were more people involved 
than himself and that firecrackers and other shots 
were going off at the time he shot KING. He stated 
that RAY was a scapegoat in this conspiracy. 

WILSON stated that he was turning himself 
in to an old friend of his, GENE (last name unknown), 
who is the Sheriff of Shelby County. WILSON told 

Intervi ewed on 8 -19- 78 at Ocean Springs, Mississippii;le # Jackson 62-544-~ 

\J.\~ 
by SA HARRY H. CARPENTER/kbn Date di ctated _8,:....-.:....2=1=--.:....7.:....8=--___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ate not to be distributed, outside your agency. 
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BRODERICK that he was scheduled to turn himself in at 9:30 a.m., 
on August 18, 1978, at the Holiday Inn in Biloxi, Mississippi. 
At the time WILSON was telling BRODERICK the above information, 
WILSON had tears in hjs eyes and said he had been living with 
this on his conscience for ten years and could not stand it 
anymore. Also listening in to a portion of the above 
conversation was part-time bartender, DOROTHY WOODSIDE. 

BRODERICK stated that he asked WILSON during the 
cQnv~rsation on the night of August 16, 1978, if he was 
RAQUL,and WILSON did not either deny or conf~rm this 
statement. 

BRODERICK stated that WILSON had dated a female, 
RITA HERRINGTON, and that RITA HERRINGTON's son, HOWARD 
HERRINGTON, went to New Orleans with WILSON at one time. 

BRODERICK stated that WILSON came into the Angle 
Inn on the morning of August 18, 1978, and stated that he 
was turning himself in to the Sheriff of Shelby County 
at 6:30 p.m., on that day at the Holiday Inn in Gulfport, 
Mississippi. WILSON used the pay telephone in the Angle 
Inn to call the Sheriff of Shelby County and he wrote the 
number of the sheriff on a Yellow Cab Company card on the 
wall by the pay telephone. BRODERICK made available this 
Yellow Cab Company sign to the interviewing Agent. 
Written on this sign was the telephone number 901: 
528-3600. WILSON stated that he could not turn himself in 
on the morning of August 18, 1978, because the sheriff 
could not beat the motel because of the police strike 
now going on in Memphis, Tennessee. 

2 
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA TlON 

Date of transcription __ --->8"---=2=1"----'7'-'8~ ___ _ 

WILLIAM HENRY CAMPBELL, 1706 Kensington Drive, 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview. 
CAMPBELL stated that he is the general superintendent of 
Gulf South Construction Company, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. 

CAMPBELL stated that he does know BILL WILSON 
and that BILL WILSON had worked for him at Gulf South 
Construction Company as a carpenter for approximately 
two weeks in July. He stated that ~ON worked 
directly under him, CAMPBELL, but that WILSON quit 
after two weeks because he wanted more money and 
CAMPBELL was not able to pay him more. 

He stated that WILSON was a relatively quiet 
person who did not brag or talk about anything concerning 
violence or notoriety and did not appear to have any 
racial problems. 

CAMPBELL made available the £pl19wing application 
f.or employment concerning BILL WILSON:. 

Interviewed on 8-19-78 at Ocean Springs, MississiP1F~e # Jackson 62-544~ 

~wu 
by SA HARRY H. CARPENTER/kbn 8-21-78 Date dictated ----____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed· outside your agency. 
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IPE~SONA'- INfORMATION 
Date '7 -s:~ >t Social Security Number !:f~Lf_ - 2.. z.. -Ill- 7:. -) 

. ~ 

vJ 'LJ~A lli ' -
" R/t't " 

~'V cl , ',1.. Age ~ i. Name S!3X I·..., r-
Sl) 

L~t Firat MIddle ~ 

Present Address 'TlAl, ",/",0/ ~vdi ,ftPT . .fF9_ D CGrlttJ...s. .s PR /.J# J!! j\~ ( 
-

':fCJ ~rt...L 
SII&el City ~ Stale Zip , , 

,', , -. 
Permanent Address 
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Phone' Number R > <' - j1) 
. 

Own Home 
. V : 

~} :2 -('I Rent Board 

g - 28 '-:i' t I '~ ,H~ight .5'~F' j r It ~'~I~h; / I tJ Color EL Color R ~J1 J 1--
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, ' ·:3":: :' " 

, 
N Oependfmts',Other"+"'::' ~',:::.;- ., CItizen' Yes ~ ~ 

Number of Children " .Than Wife or,Chlldren I of U. S. A. No 0 iil -
If Related to Ailyorialn:Qur Employ, N tJ'~ ~ Referred 

PM~fJ State Name and Department .. , By 
, , 

EMPLOYMENT DES1REll " 
'-: 

" 
" -

:. .- ", 

C, fA- R 11, .-2 ,.J -;;.141 ,:;, , .; Date You 
'7 -'£ -7 §J , 

Salary 
't . t9 b f-f v'l.. Position " 

. " Can Start Desired ~ " .. 
" 

" , 0: 

,Je If So May We InquIre c. 
Are You Employed Now? of Your Present Employer 

ii) 

}J 0': 
: 

Ever Applied to this Company Sefore? ' 
' , 

Where When 
. 

, . ' , 

, • . Years Date ......: ...... EDUCATION Name and Location of'School Attended Graduated Subjects Studied 
" 

, ' , 
• ";:1 ' >,"" ~ " '.- , . ~ -\" ' .... ' , . ,'. " , -. -.... 

r 'fA. N 1.1. ... ' ~"~;': i' U, ~'f: l -
Grammar School ," 

,,, 
" 

; 

" 
, J::" \J i 't-I-."j: ,f\~'" r j il>" .. r~ (01) IH/ L.t \ .~£ ~ft/ 

, ' 

" ,,' J. y', ,: . ' 
\','," " 

High School 
.', 

"Y ' , 

College' 

Trada, Business or 
Correspondence 

School 

. . '. . 
Subjects of Special Study or Research-Work 

, " 

What Foreign Languages Do You Speak Fluently? 

U. S. Military or • I r 
Naval Service V c.,.) Rank 1"1 

Read 

Present Membership In 
'/""National Guard or Reserves 

/ .. 

Write 

Activities Other Than Religious " ,(J fIfic~' 
(Civic, Athletic, Fraternal, etc.) I 111- S L'I "t C, L....- to, f· , 

. EXCLUDE ORGANIZATIONS, THE NAME OR CHARACTER OF WHICH INDICATES THE R CEo CREED, COLOR OR NATIONAL ORIGIN OF ITS MEMBERS. 

Form 660-26 O. S. A WILSON JONES 
(Continued on Other Side) , . 

APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT 
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FD-302 (~ev. 11-27-70) • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

pate of transcription August 21, 1978 

DOROTHY RUTH WOODSIDE, 203 Morris Noble Road, 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, telephone number 875-4721, was 
advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent and the 
nature of the interview. WOODSIDE stated that she is a part
time bartender at the Angle Inn Restaurant and Lounge located 
on Highway 90 in Ocean Springs, Mississippi. She stated 
she works full time as an accountant at Ingalls Shipbuilding 
Division of Litton Industries, Pascagoula, Mississippi. 
WOODSIDE is a white female, born August 27, 1924, and has a ; 
high school education plus graduating from business college. 

WOODSIDE stated that she does know BILL WILSON, and 
she has talked to him numerous times at the Angle Inn. She 
stated that she dated WILSON one time and has seen him once 
or twice at his apartment. 

WOODSIDE stated that at approximately 1:00 AM on 
August 18, 1978, WILSON came to the Angle Inn. WILSON talked 
to LUKE BRODERICK, the owner of the Angle Inn. While WILSON 
was conversing with BRODERICK, WOODSIDE joined the conversation. 
She stated that at the time WILSON was talking, he had had 
several beers but was not drunk, but the longer he talked and 
drank, the more inebriated he became. WOODSIDE stated that she 
heard WILSON say, "I'm the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
I have had this on my conscience for ten years. I wanted to 
get it off my mind." She stated that WILSON stated that he 
had a green airplane he had flown in to Memphis, Tennessee, 
at the time he killed KING. She stated that the reason he was 
going to surrender himself to authorities was that he had just 
renewed his pilot's license and that he knew he would be caught 
as a result of his pilot's license. WILSON showed this pilot's 
license to BRODERICK. WOODSIDE stated that she remembers 
WILSON saying that he was looking through a window or over a 
windowsill at the time he shot KING. He stated that after he 
shot KING, there was a series of bangs or shots but WILSON 
stated that he was the one that actually shot KING. She stated 
that WILSON said he was going to turn himself in to the Sheriff 
of Shelby County, Tennessee, and that WILSON started crying at 
the end of the conversation. WOODSIDE stated that BRODERICK 
said that he believed WILSON was telling the truth, but WOODSIDE 
did not believe him. 

Interviewed on _8:::..1c...=-1..::..9L/~7.=.8 __ aPcean Springs, MississiPP~ile # Jackson 62-544 -1,'1 
~~ 

by __ -=SA~H=A=R=R=Y~H~.~C=A=RP~E=N~T=E=R=/~k=b=n~/=m=a~e ______ __ Date di ctated __ 8--<-1-=.2 _1!-1_7...:....8 ______ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/DOJ 
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Sometime during the conversation, WILSON had 
stated that he had at one time been a pilot for Governor 
CLIFF FINCH, the Governor of Mississippi. He stated he had 
flown FINCH during FINCH's gubernatorial campaign. WILSON 
also stated that he had flown at one time with the original 
Flying Tigers. 

WOODSIDE stated that WILSON has been dating a friend 
of hers, RITA HERRINGTON, who resides on Fountaine Lane in 
Biloxi, Mississippi, telephone number 374-5311. HERRINGTON is 
employed as a waitress at the Ramada Inn in Biloxi. HERRINGTON's 
son, HOWARD HERRINGTON, supposedly accompanied WILSON to New 
Orleans at one time. 

WILSON also stated that he had been assigned to 
Keesler Air Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi, at one time, and 
she, WOODSIDE, had the impression that he was in the military 
at this time. 

2 
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VZCZCHQO 083 

. 
PP BH CG DL HO JtJ KC rolE OC SL SA 

DE HQ 0083 2342218 

ZNR UUUUU 

P 222206l AUG 78 

Fi-l DIRECTOR FBI (44-38860 

TO FBI BIRi'lINGHAi1 PRIORITY 

FBI CHICAGO PRIORITY 

FBI DALLAS PRIORITY 

FBI HOUSTON PRIORITY 

FBI JACKSON PRIORITY 

FBI KAtJSAS CITY PRIORITY 

F'B I r~E~lPHIS PR lOR ITY 

FBI OKLAHDrM CITY PRIORITY 

FBI SAN ANTONIO PRIORITY 

FBI ST. LOUIS PRIORITY 

1B 

UNCLAS 

['WRKIN 

• 

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION HAS ALREADY BEEN CONDUCTED TO 

RESOLVE THE ALLEGATION BY BURGESS AUDIE WILSON THAT HE 

ASSASSINATED MARTIN LUTHER KING t JR., AND TO DETERiilINE 
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HILSON'S ~]HEREABOUTS ON APRIL 4, 1968, THE DAY KING HAS 

ASSASSINATED. IN ADDITION, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, THE 

FOLLOW ING OFFICES SHOULD COND UCT THE FOLLo\j H~G ADD IT IONAL 

INVEST IGAT IOfJ : 

SA tJ A NT 0 N 10 : 

WILSON ALLEGED ON AN UNSPECIFIED DATE NITCH <LNU) 

FURNISHED HIf1 A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE T:1HICH HE ALLEGEDLY 

USED TO SHOOT KII\\2. DEBRA JONES, DAUGHTER, ADVISED HE 1:1AS 

ARRESTED ABOUT FOUR AND ONE HALF YEARS AGO AT BROt1NSVILLE, 

TEXAS, vJHILE INTOXICATED AFTER HAVING r'lADE THREATS TO KILL 

HIS \!lIFE, AND THE POLICE FOUND A RIFLE IN HIS CAR. 

SAN ANTONIO AT BRO\oJNSVILLE, OBTAIN DETAILS OF THIS ARREST, 

AND OBTAIN ANY DESCRIPTION OF RIFLE REPORTEDLY LOCATED BY 

POLICE. 

JACKSON: 

APPARENTLY REFERRI NG TO A S}(ETCH OF KING'S KILLER, 

\11ILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS (l.vORKING ASSOCIATES IN OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN EXACT LIKENESS OF HIM AND 

BCAU,SE IT WAS RECENTLY SHOHN ON TV, HE DECIDED TO TURN HIf1-

SELF IN. WILSON SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN FULTON, ~lISSISSIPPI, 
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tWHQ..JELEPHONED HIM It~ OCEAN SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH 

LOOKED JUST LIKE HIN. 

JACKSON, IN YOUR ATTEflPT TO LOCATE Cl-lRISTINE "TILSON, 

SISTER, AT FULTON, f1ISSISSIPPI, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ALSO 

INTERVIEW HER RE ALLEGED CALL RE SKETCH DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

i'lEMPHIS : 

WILSON ADVISED THE TWO WHITE MALES IN MEMPHIS TOOK HIM TO 

A HOTEL ON SOUTH [1AIN STREET NEAR BEALE STREET AND TOOK HUrl 

TO A Rom'l ON THE THIRD FLOOR. l·lE('lPHIS ADVISE PROXIC1ITY OF 

THIS ADDRESS TO ACTUAL KING ASSASS'INAT ION LOCAT ION. 

OPAL HOOTEN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU ~lADE, HAS UNABLE TO 

FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES OF VISITS, OF BETTY AND DEBRA, HmJEVER, 

WOULD CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS. DEBRA ALSO STATED vlHILE 

HER r'10THER BETTY AND HER ~JERE IN r1EMPHIS VISITING HOOTENS 

AT TIME KING ~lAS ASSASSINATED, BETTY CALLED \I} ILSON IN KANSAS 

CITY AT LEAST TtvO TIMES. 

MEMPHIS FOLLO\~J STATUS OF HOOTEN LOCAT ING FAMIL Y t,lED ICAL 

RECORDS, AND DETERt1INE \vHETHER SHE HAS ANY TELEPHONE RECORDS, 

OR IF SAME ARE AVAILABLE AT TELEPHONE Cor1PANY, SHO\'JING ANY 

CALLS TO KANSAS CITY, OR BRANDVIE\,l AREA, DURING PERIOD OF 
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''ltPrtLL, 1968. 

ALL RECIPIENT OFFICES: 

• 
SUTEL SUC>1NARY RESULTS OF ANY INVESTIGATION STILL 

OUTSTANDING, Af\,1J) PROi'lPTLY SUBr1IT REPORTS REPORTING ALL 

INVESTIGATION CO{l.'OUCTED RE ~lILSON9S ALLEGATION, DESIBNATING 

4 COPIES TO BUREAU, AND 3 TO f1Et·1PHIS, ':lITH COpy DESIGNATED 

FOR USA r1E~1PHIS. 

BT 

0083 

NNNN 
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FBI DALLAS PRIORITY 

FBI HOUSTOtJ PRIORITY 

FBI JACKSOfJ PQIORITY 

FBI KANSt\S CIty PRIORITY 

FB I HErl? HIS Pit rOR IT Y 

FB I 0 HLA HOHA C I! Y PIt lOR ITY -

FBI SAN AUTonIO PRIORITY 

FBI Sf. LOUIS PRIORITY 

E1 

UUCLAS 

l"waJ( Ul 

• 

I 

• 

EXTEnSIVE INVESTIGATION HAS ALREADY BEEN conDUCTED TO 

RESOLVE THE ALLEGATIOn BY BURGESS AUDIE HILSON THAT HE 

ASSASSINATED HARTIN LUTHER ICING ~ JR., AIID TO DETERHIlJE 

~;;L S r&' ~ J)'" 
if- tw --, . 
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PAGE Tt10 DE HQ (1033 UNCLAS L 
/ 

~. y 

l1ILSOIPS H HEREABOUTS otJ APRIL 4, 195E~ r HE DAY KII:a \JAS 

" 

ASSASSltJATED. IU ADDITIO!~, IF t;01 ALREADY l{o'[m·~. THE 

FOLl..OUIIJS OFFICES SHOULD COlmUCT THE FQLLOHn:a ADDITIonAL 

!UVESTlGATlotl : 

SA:J M~TO NIO : 

~iILSOU ALLEGED ON AN UNSPECIFIED DATE DITCH (Lim) 
j 

FURNISHED HlH A JAPAflESE SNIPER RIFLE t:1HICl1 :HE ALLEGEDLY 
i 

USED TO SHOO! KI[;G .. D'EBRA JONES, DfUGhiER .f/~nVISED HE HAS 
I 

" " 

ARRESTED ABOUT FOUR Ala> onE HALF Y[tlRS AGO I\T anOUUSVILLE, 

TEXAS I U1UtE INTOXICATED AFTER HAV~I:a HADE: THREATS TO lULL 
r ' 

HIS \lIFE, lir~ THE POLICE FOUf~D A R!IFLE If.J HIS OAR. 

SAn AtITONIO AT BROUtlSVILLE f OBIAHl DEl'A~tS OF THIS ~RRES! , 
, .' 

AIJD OBr A IN Ii NY D ESCR IPT Ion OF R IFLf£ REPORTED!. Y LOCATED B'l , , 

I 

POLICE. " 

JACKSOn i 

APPAREt~l'LY REFERRU«l TO A SKETC:H OF :KIf~3"S lC1LLER, , . . 
HILSOlJ TOLD' THE GLADDEUS (HORl(U!S AssociATES; IU OCEAtJ SPR!i~~ SJ 

./"" " t • " 
.... I' ,4> 

IUSSISSIPPI) THAT IT \JAS AU"lOST AN ,EXACT LIJXE"lJESS OF HIU AIm' 

BCAUSE IT vIAS RECElJTLY SHOUN on if'; ~IE DECIDED TO tURN HI'a:.. 
" \ 

SELF III ~ H lLSON SAID HE: HAS /L S.~STER "Itl FULTon, \,lISSISSIPPI, ~ 
, . 
-It' " , 

" 

" 

,-
'-

'1. 

\ 
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PAGE r HB'EE DE 11Q 0083 Uf~CLAS \ .. 

~-. HMO TELEPHOt:ED HIH In ~CEAfJ SPRIl~GS 10\ ~~ Y TPIA! THE SKETCH 

LOOKED JUST l.IKE NIH. \ 
, \ 

JACKSOn, In YOUR AtTEZ,lPT ro l.OCATE "~HR!STlnE HILSON ~ 

SISTER, AT FULTon, HISSISSIPPI. IF NOT ALREAD¥ DOllE, ALeo 

INTERVIEtI HER RE ALL.EGED CALL HE S}(ETCH DltSCRIBED ABOVE. 

r'lEi·l? HIS: 

t"} ILSOU ADVISED THE TUO UHITE C1ALES IfJ r1Er'lPHIS TOOK HIM TO 

i\ HOTEL ON SOUTH ['lAItJ STREET UEAR BEALE STREET Arm TOOl{ Iun 

TO A Rom'l otJ THE THIRD FLOOR .. l'lE{'lPHIS ADVISE PH"OXI{'lIlY OF 

THIS ADDRESS TO ACTUAL Klm~ ASSASSIUATIon LOCATIon. 

OPAL HOOTEU, HOT HER OF BETrY LOU ~JADE; HAS utlABLE TO 

FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES OF VISITS OF BETTY AND DEBRA, HOUEVER, 

UOULD CHECK FAHIL Y t'lED rCAl RECORDS ~ DEBRA ALSO STATED UNILE 

HER NOTHEJl BETTY At~D HER \'JERE III f'lEt'lPHIS V!SITIUG HOOTENS 
. 

AT r Il~E 'KIf~G HAS ASSASSINAtED, BETTY CALLED HIlsotJ IN KANSAS 

CITY AT LEAST TUD TIMES. 

('lEI·1PHIS JlOLLOU STATUS OF nOOTEN LOCAl' I~S FAHIL Y HED lCAl 

RECORDS, lHJ) DETERf.lUJE fIHETHER SHE, HAS ANY TELEPHOUE RECORDS. 

OR IF SA('lE ARE AVAILABLE AT TElEPHOfJE COHPANY, SHOUn:a ANY 

CALLS TO i{f}iJSAS CITY, OR BRA {vDVIEt" ,AREA, DURn:G PERlOD OF 

NW65994 
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• PAGE FOUR DE 1-10 0083 mWLAS 

'" APR It, 1968. 

ALL RECIPIEUT OFFICES: 

surEL SU\lf'lARY RESULTS OF ANY ItJVESTIGATIOn STILL 

OUTSTA t;o Illa, Ii W) PRo('lP~L. Y SUB~lIr REPORTS REPORT n:G ALL 

IrJVESTIGATIOU COlmUCTED HE UILSOfl-S ALLEGA1"ION, DESIGtJATH;G· 

4 COPIES 10 BUREAU, AId) :5 TO r1Et-lPHIS, HI'fH COpy DESIGCJATED 

FOR USA NENPHIS. -; 

ST 

0083 

.. 

Page 195 

, 
\ 
I 

\ 

,: . 

\ ' 
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Ff>1 SA N A NTO NIO (44-1242) P 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) I[1MEDIATE 

MEMPHIS" (44-1987) (SUB M) I~~EDIATE 

JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE 

ALL OFFICES VIA FBI HQ ------

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

• 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDING. 

MURKIN. 

RE SA' TEL AUGUST 18, 1978; DL TEL AUGUST 19, 1978, SETTING 

FORTH I NTERVIEW OF BETTY LPU ',JADE IN \~HICH SHE IND ICATED 

BURGESS AUDr'E WILSON, JR., I:IAS "COf11I'}ITTED TO A HOSPITAL AT 

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, IN 1974 - 1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE MENTAL CONDITION" 

AND SA TEL AUGUST 19, 1978, SETTING FORTH INTERVIEW OF JO ANN 

CHILDRESS WHICH INDICATED WILSON TREATED AT VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

(VA) HOSPITAL AT SAN ANTONIO. 

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, WALTER FELLERS, SHERIFF, COf>1AL COUNTY, 

NEt" BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT BURGESS tHLSON, DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC SAFETY (1)PS) NUf1BER 1808984 HAD BEEN INCARCERATED iN 

"d -S~ ./ 1~ 
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PAG E TWO (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS EFT 0 

THE COMAL COUNTY JAIL ON THE FOLLOI!lING OCCASIONS: ARREST NUMBER 

A8491, f1ARCH 1, 1976, THEFT OVER $200 AND UNDER $10,000, ADDRESS 

401 FIFTH STtiEET, SOUTH COL U£I1B US , itJISSISSIPPI, PLED GUILTY AND 

tifAS SENTENCED TO EIGHT YEARS IN THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 

CORRECTIONS, HOIJIEVER, SENTENCE PROBATED FOR EIGHT YEARS. 

~REST NUf-1BER A 8942, JUNE 8, 1976, FOR V IOLAT ION OF PROBAT ION. 

ARREST NU;qBER A9636, NOVEr'1BER 21, 1976, ON A CAPIAS FOR VIOLATION 

OF PROBATION AT \vHICH TU1E HIS ADDRESS \t1AS LISTED AS ROUTE 4, 

ax 6206, CANYO[v LAKE, TEXAS. ARREST NUf1BER A 10576 ON JULY 13, 

1977, FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION. 

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, DISTRICT CLERK'S OFFICE, 

STATE DISTRICT COURT, CONAL COUNTY, NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, r1ADE 

AVAILABLE FOR REVIE~J RECORDS OF THE COMAL COUNTY DISTRICt COURT. 

A REV IEl,if OF THESE 'RECORDS REVEALED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 3, 1974, 

\HLSON \'IAS INDICTED BY GRAND JURY FOR THEFT OVER $200, A COLOR 

VI SET BEING THE PROPERTY OF DOROTHY E. WIf1BERL Y. ARREST WARRANT 

vIAS SERVED ON ,SEPTEMBER 20, 1974, IN BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS, 

(MOUNTAIN HOME). 1JJILSON \llAIVED EXTRADITION AND RESTITUTION 

\alAS MADE. CHARGE WAS FORMALLY DISMISSED ON MARCH 30, 1976. 



• • 
PAGE THREE (SA 44-1~2) UNCLAS EFT 0 

RY 7 1975 INFORt·1ATION t:1AS FILED IN COl'lAL 
ON FEBR UA., , -

COUNTY DISTRICT COURT CH~RGING WILSON \>JITH THEFT BY CHECK. 

A CAPIAS VIAS ISSUED ON FEBRUARY 7, 1975. \'1 ILSON, AKA \>JILLIAM 

WILSON, HIGHWAY 5, f10UNTAIN HOrtlE, ARKANSAS, \vAS DOING BUSINESS 

AS OZARK JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR. THE CHARGE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
DISMISSED ON DECEf'1BER 22, 1977. 

ON AUGUST 7, 1974, VI ILSON vIAS IND ICTED FOR THEFT OF 

\'hER $200 AND UNDER $10,000. l;lILSON SUBSEQUENTLY PLED GUILTY 

TO CHARGES AND PLACED ON EIGHT YEARS PROBAT ION. AS OF MARCH, 
1976, \vILSON ALSO HAD CAUSE NUMBER 21-797 PENDING IN THE 18I'H 

JUD ICIAL DISTRICT COURT, JOHNSON COUNTY, TEXAS, FOR CRIMINAL 
NON-SUPPORT AND A CASE, PENDING IN OKTIBBEHA COUNTY, f1ISSISSIPPI, 

FOR FRAUD BY FALSE PRETENSES. 

HIS SPOUSE At THAT TlftiE WAS LISTED AS PATRICIA WILSON, 

103 KATHERINE DRIVE, STARKVILLE, itlISSISSIPPI. \vLSON WAS \ \ 
SUBSEQUENTLY ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION ON JUNE 8, 

NOVENBER 20, 1976, JULY 9, 1977, AND JULY 13, 1977. vlILSO.N 

t!JAS RELEASED FOLLOtoJING EACH OF THESE CHARGES AND PROBATION 

CONT rr~UED • 

1976, 
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ON APRIL 22, 1974, BETTY LOU WILSON FILED PETITION FOR 

DIVORCE IN COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT COURT SEEKING TO DISSOLVE 

HER MARRIAGE TO BURGESS A. WILSON. THE PETITION LISTED A SON 

MARK ANTHONY WILSON, BORN JANUARY 25, 1958, AT f1EMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 

A CROSS PETITION FILED BY ~lILSON INDICATED THEY \'JERE 

ORIGINALLY MARRIED ON DECEf1BER 13, 1948, AND DIVORCED ON 

l1GUST 28, 1966, IN frlEf1PHIS, TENNESSEE. THEY REMARRIED ON 

FEBRUARY 28, 1967, AND SEPARATED ON MARCH 28, 1974. A DECREE 

OF DIVORCE ttJAS ENTERED ON JUNE 27, 15)-74, GRANT ING CUSTOD Y OF 

MARK ANTHONY tvlLSON TO BETTY LOU WILSON AND REQUIRING BURGESS A. 

lHLSON TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT. A MOTION FOR CONTEMPT \vAS FILED 

(iJ AUGUST 19, 1974, AS \.,rILSON tvAS HJ ARREARS IN CHILD SUPPORT 

PAYMENTS. THE COURT HAS BEEN UNABLE UNTIL THIS TIME TO LOCATE 

WILSON FOR THE PURPOSE OF SERVING NECESSARY ,PAPERS. 

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, FRANK ALLEN, PROBATION OFFICER, COMAL 

COUNTY, TEXAS, ADVISED T HAT BURGESS \'lILSON WAS REFERRED TO HIS 

BFICE FOR PRESENTENCE INVESTIGATION. ALLEN ADVISED THAT AS 

A RESULT OF HIS PRESENTENCE INVEST IGAT ION l1E REPORTED THAT 

'HE CHANCES OF SUCCESSFUL PROBAT 10 N BY \rIILSON WOULD BE POOR. 
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ALLEN FURTHER ADVISED THAT ON JUNE 8, 1976, WILSON REPORTED 

TO THE PROBATION OFFICE \'JHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL. 

\'JILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD BEEN "lORKING \1JITH U.S. SECRET SERVICE, 

IN SEGUIN, TEXAS, ON A COUNTERFEITING RING AND THAT MENBERS 

OF THIS RING \!JERE ATTEMPTING TO KILL HIM. HE ADMITTED TO BEING 

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND ASKED HIS PROBATION BE 

REVOKED. \'JILSON t'JAS INCARCERATED IN THE COMAL COUNTY JAIL. 

SUBSEQUENT INQUIRY BY ALLEN tHTH U.S. SECRET SERVICE DETERMINED 

THAT tHLSON HAD FURNISHED INFORMATION OF NO VALUE TO THAT 
AGENCY AND THAT THERE \v/.\S NO COUNTERFEITING RING. AFTER 

APPROXH1ATEL Y THREE DAYS INCARCERATION \tIlLSON ADVISED ALLEN 

THAT THE REASON HE HAD REQUESTED HIS PROBATION BE REVOKED WAS 

BECAUSE HE ttJAS SEEKING PROTECTION. HE INDICATED THAT HE ttJANTED 

HIS PROBATION CONTINUED. 

ALLEN STATED THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE \",ILSON TO BE CAPABLE 

OF VIOLENCE AND NOTED THAT HE EXPERIENCES ILLUSIONS OF GRANDEUR 

JID IS CAPABLE OF TELLING "t1ILD STORIES" WHEN DRINKING. 

ON APRIL 22, 1978, BARBARA HARTIGAN, RECORDS, MCKENNA 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, NE\v BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT t",ILSON 

'JIAS ADt1ITTED TO THAT HOSPITAL ON MAY 23, 1974, SUFFERING WITH 
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SEVERE CHEST PAINS AND NUMBNESS IN THE RIGHT AR1'1. HE HAD AN 

AB NORMAL ELECTRO'CARD IOGRAM AND WAS TREATED FOR CORONARY OCCLUSION. 

'HE FOLLOWING DAY THE PAIN DISAPPEARED AND THE ELECTROCARDIOGRAM 
~ 

~'IAS NORMAL. vTILSON LEFT THE HOSPITAL AGAINST MED ICAL ADVICE 

(il MAY 24" 1974. 

\JILLSON WAS AGAIN ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL ON MAY 28, 1974, 

FOR A POSSIBLE RATTLESNAKE B IrE. NO FANG MARKS HERE LOCATED 

HO\'lEVER, THERE vIAS A SLIGHTLY RAISED SCRATCHED AREA O'N HIS LEFT 

ttJRIST. SUCTION WAS APPLIED J. HotoJEVER, NO VENOM vIAS LOCATED. 

HE WAS DISCHARGED ON MAY 30, 1974. 

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, SUPRA, ADVISED THAT ON 

THE DAY ttl ILSON \oJAS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT 

COURT IN CONNECTION vlITH HIS DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS HE WAS ADMITTED 

to THE MCKENNA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL FOR AN "ALLEGED" RATTLESNAKE 

BITE. HIS ATTORNEY, IRVIN BOAR NET OF NEW BRAUNFELS, WITHDREW 

FROM THE CASE FOLLOWING THIS INCIDENT. 

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, MARGI MARTIN, VA HOSPITAL, SAN ANTONIO, 

TEXAS, ADVISED THAT WILSON WAS TREATED AS AN IN-PATIENT FROM 

JUNE 27, 1976, TO JUNE 29, 1976, FOR INSECT BITES. HE HAS 
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TREATED AS AN OUT-PATIENT ON AUGUST 4, 1976, FOR A LIr1E BURN ON 

HIS LEFT FOOT AND ON DECEMBER 11 AND 14, 1976, FOR A SWOLLEN 

LEFT ELBO~'l .... 

REPRESENTATIVE OF COMAL COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE DEPARTED 

NEt~ BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ON AUGUST 22, 1978, FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF RETURNING \'1ILSON TO NEtl! BRAUNFELS. HE IS EXPECTED TO RETURN 

ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 25, 1978. 

REPORT FOLL01Jl S • 

BT 

FOR ANY CORRECTIONS OR CORRECTIONS PLS CONTACT SAN ANTONIO 

2351845Z J N 1 
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0" " 'I~ , t', ," C ,', ,-' \':t /' '" r.: ) lU' )1.111:' lUi; (,1.,(.1-,)(:;;;.,\,,:1 

81' 

U rJCLi\ S E: F t 0 

ING:l.lEHES iJnn~; ROOM 139gg~JEH BUILDING 4 

I 

·,!~,'i'.· ~,,!,j, T.-:':'.l'. /':!"I~I'("t,T 1';;', ,Jo'7('0 ,':'\ ,'fl,'1 t'iJr.~/lCT 1'" 'I,,-('q "'';ETTI·;·!(~ ", __ . r! U'o ~.~, , ••. ,' ,':;; ',1? I).. ~£~ ''7' u U ..... , ,7" •. ,7" I",? '.. , \~~ . 

FOIH HINT ERV 1. E;JOF IlETT Y LOU ,H(\DE Hi \;JlHC Ii SHE IND lCA nw
BlmGf:~f;~:' AUDIE l:iI,LSON 9'JH~? \L!:!S "CONNITTED TO.,A HOSPIT:~L /-)1: 

biEh.! BtlAU~;r;E,u;', TEi~AS'9 Ii) !9''74 .• lsn:;; FOR HIS l!'NSTABL.E t1ElnAL COr-)DITION" 

, UN M!C:iUST 2,2. 9 1.97H g ~lALTE:H FELLr::nG v SHEHIFF' j) COi"iAL COUNTY p 
\ ' 

UE.!} BR ?\U ['~Fl?,LG, TEXt, S ?i.'tD V I SEDr H!HB UiiG ESS : .. J IL SO N I' D,EPA;~TfilE NT ' 

Gr" PUSL IC, SM';',~CT Y <D PS) NUliiBE:H 1 H28984 HAD BEE N INCARCEHATED IU 

SEAItCHEO ' 
SEltIALlZED. ____ -

I AUG 2 3 1978-- ti' 
MI 

. FIiII-JACKSeN ,,< ,r 
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. . ~)' ... ,.. "~I 10~' S' II "',;} 1::' l:"r ("J 'JNl''-'Ii'R THE CO:'1!~L COUNTY ,JAIL Ol>i THE FOLLOl.JJ.llG OC,,,A;) I'i. t n/i.'d~ .. .) .ll.D_ 
1 ; 

THEFT o'·iEn $211]0 AND UNDER' $10+00;'?I. ADDHESS . ,- . , ' . 

~je.942'P dUNE 8'\i '1~76,IF'OH'VlciLAT10N'OF .PR081HION._ '.: .. .' 

f.iHRES~ UUt~BEi1 {t96.'36,.NOVEfJIBEH 2'(',!1976 Jl Oi~ /'1. CAF;IAS FOR, VIOLATION 

uF PROBATIo.N iH tdlHCH TV1E HIS !{DDr~ESS NP,S'LISTIW AS HOUTE 4, , 

t 977 9 F.QR VICltATION 'OF' pnOB?\T ION ,,'. . 
.' , ..' 

ST!H£ DIs'nneT COURT~ ,CO('iAL COUiHY, NEill BRtrllNFELS,. rEXf~Sv i'tiADE 
, 

tWAIUU3LEFOH HEVlf.\i} ;1ECORDS ·OF ,'THE- CONALCOUNT'{ DISTHICT COURT. , ~ . 

" . 
[) RFVlf"·!'j. (IF Tl'{EC;r; i7Ij'('i"'::lI'}'(~ "·!;"jr.'A' {i'i")' II'AT ()f·' r.'fj'l:>'I'l'i'"..'iPr.,,':: 1(\74 
I .•• \.- d.· V •• ... ''''~ ""f.,\,.Jnl.. I,,) ,( ••. \ " •. ...;L." . "' .... ' .... H .. !. LL.:.;f':./( "', . ,;; jI . , . .' .. .. 

AFlRESl' (JAHRANT 
, ' 
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$ 2i~0 -MlD , (J ND FH $ 1 {~,1 i?j1;'l&~. ' 

TO GHAHtl'U:;~ t~'i\i[j Pt"ACl!DON EleHT -YEAH,S t~~(Jl3{0T'lON ~/1SCF: .('1ARCH ,-' 

l -'~(' '''l~ 1"'j' ',1 1\1<""-' "" •• ' .... ;,lJ··'t··I\lL'Hr'r',<" 01 7<:'\7 JD'-'I'JU:"'I~!";IN T1'!;" lOr)" ::,., l =>" ~J .. c. .. ;:'~;~~ H .... ::~'--J .tlt~:L)· \.IF1~ ... ,~::i.: j'l 'lflI.~)~o;r\; 1-" - .,;P, -~.\,: .:\\.'1\ "J4, ~ l,.~, .. t\~)" 1.. 

JUD ICIAL l} :U~;TiHt:r. cOUin 9 <-.IOH1~SOrj COLi:'Nt". TD},AS ~ J70~ C,RININPiL 
fWi~-SUPPOriT i::or,l It C!\,Se:' F'EnDI;~G li~' 61(lTIBl.H:Hfl COIWTx/~'\nIS;':;I~SS-IPPI, ' 

, 
8U2SEf~UENTLY MWE:STEl~ FOrt 'VIOLJ.\TION OF PirOf!1H ION ON;'JUNS e;~-, 1976, ;' 

,n ..... I '·1·'·· .. · "lUE-r, ",UI·j ·J.l\ ,I) ," 

PageJ05 

" 

I;~l 1(" 1~' '9"7',-" :rl"j 'SO'I' <-, u..... ..)- tI ! ~ : 0 '" .'; ,L~ .. ).1 '. \ 

, " 

, , 

C H!-~HG ES ,t\ ND . PR OJlJA T 10[11 

" 
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. DXilOHCE I~,i COivlAL GOUNTY D ISTR leT GOUnT SEEKING TO D.ISSOLVE 

. HEH i;lARRl{~GE Tt) BUHG!~SSA. hJILf30!,l. THE PETITID-N LISTED A SUrJ 

iY1.~HK ({ f.1T .. hONY \nLSO N jI aOH N ,JMmJ\RY. 25" 1$1:58 JI In' NE~IPHI S, tEN1~ES'SEg ~ 
i\ CROSS PET IT 10·:·) r fLED BY\'ULSON"1 ~~D rCArED THEY ~}ERE . 

OHI\:lI-l~A-l,.LY 1l{·\PR'.·_T:-'.'_D· . '''I'' '-·-cr.·"~q[-h 3 1,)'0' N'D DIVO~.Jr:FD ot 1 , , lJ.:' J.j t~. ,Ll·/, • • ~ •.. : 1" I" -4 Q 9 . (I , _ __ 1 

1'/1 rj M P'l-! I;;" T E '1' ~1 r:;' C' f,:,~~ \I' T 1 '1.~ V P E'!\nA t·~~J"\.1 ... T E·n), .... ~J .,1::,1'1 .) Ii -. .d·;I_ .... h.It.;.~.. ,If .. l ., .., _v I.H, 

-1· .. A7'r,ll:'rir1 oV '.)1"1. '1('\"'7 L.~.)tl .... I{' .... ;. ,(:..j(" .• ~~~ , . . 

or DIVORC'z: W:~::) ElHTHED .ON ,JUNE 27, 197,~~ Grr.ti.NTING GUSrODY OF' . . - . 
~!AHI(AN'-l'HO!';Y i'iILSON TO 8ETTY LOU l{lLSO(,j AN}) REOUIRIW3"BURGESS A,;,"I 

'. . \ . 

~J jdJGU;:~T ,19 ~ 19.74~f~S\'JlLSOt·J ~JAS I,N MWEMx:3 IN CHILD ~mpPORT. 

PAIOlElJIS •. THE COUHT HAS BEEilJ UNABLE Uiff It THIS rI14E TO LOC(4TE 

.. 

ON :edJGU:?rr ~~:?~- .1 9"7[?' , FFU.\NI(i\LLn-",,'PHOBATION OF'FICEH, COr1/\L 

. . . 
NFiC2 r(npf?E~)t~fn!~NGE nNESr1GiH!(jN~ ALLEt-J ADVU;EI) Tl-{~,1' 1-\.S 

, : . 

. i 

• I 
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ALL2:t"~ FUF<TflER ADVISED THAT Olf JLH1E_8, 19761' 1I}ILSONj~EPOHTED 

TO 'L-iC PROD'i~TION' {)fFIC~' l,'lHILE i.JND'f':f~ 'THE INFUJEr~GE OF' ALcOHOL. 

hJlLSOl~ t,PVISED THAI HE HAD BEEi'] ':fORKING ~J~TH U .. S. SECRE:T SE:RVI'CE,' . 

Ii~ ~~EGLl,lN; TEXAS'} ,ON H COUt<iIEflf:'£ITIttJG RH{G AND THAT i'1EM3ER8 , 

OF TKIS RING hJEHE ATTEt4PTIHG TO. lULL HI!'1I.,HE ADMITTED TG BEING' 
. .' \ . 

UNDEFl TKE INFLuEtJCe OF' ALCOHOL J~{ltD ,ASKED JUS PROB.ATIOt\\ BE 

, lH,':VOKED 0' :!ILSON ;:JAS I~CARCERATED 'IN THE. COP1AL COUNTY JAIL ~ 

GuBSI~GiUENT i!H~!tJIRY BY i\U.El' \HTH U .. S~ 'SECREt SERVrCE DETER:"11NtD 
. , 

THin' \IJlLSON 'HAD' FunNISHED INFCRif;ATION Or' {IlO VALUE ''[0 THAT 
"AGENCY,AiJD THfH' THEmE ·itll'S fW- COUiIlTERFEITIl\iGi RI!:C; ~ AF'IEH 

APPI-?O)(If~ATELY TERln; DAYS INCARCERATIOtJ I!JILSO{\ ~D:VI~ED ALLEN 

THAT tHE REA50K' HE Hi-iD aEQUESTED HIS PHOBfrrIO.\BE REVOKED HAS 

, EIS P;'WBfH In N cotrr INUED " 

/" 

0;'" 'iI0L£N'G~~, lHlD (JelEn-tHAT, HE EXPERIENCES'i'LLUSI0NS C)F GRi\NDEUft., 
, ~ 

~;r;, is C,!\PABLE OF r,ELLH1G' "\!JIU~' frrOl~H:S" '"rH!t:N DHINJ{IifG" 

Ci,N APt< IL 22!) 19:m oJ' BAImM1A HART IGiA,t~ ,RECORDS II' ~JCKE tWA 

ADVISED THAT~ILsaN 
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WiLSON NAS AGAI~ AD~lTTtD FO THE HOSPItAL ON MAY 28, 1974, 

,"",j'l.t'''!' <~!;{"r-IO·,l 11'-":' 'A':>r.;-;'}-Itlr; 'U(~)!'fri'\I(;'D \"'l)" lil"I"tC-l~(' l'lA"'! OCA"'['7'D ' Ii J, "J t. ,,' ... ;. u ..... ... I.. '.> ,,\-: . ..) , 1, _ .-L.:... J" J I '" L:. J •• ~ " 9 ~. V.,.;.I ,'I \ i:> _ . tJ .. 

(I~; A VG UST 19"1n 9 HAZEL KUHiJ, SUPHAjI AD V I SiW THAT 014. 

COURT INCO;n)EGTIOi'J W!TH HIS DIVOHCE PfWCEED,Ii'JGS HE ~JA.s'ADfilITTlm. 

[J,rHf:::,i~CKE1Wl~ ~JEf"IO!nl\L ,HOSPITAL FOn'j.\N "A,LL EG ED " HtITTLESNM{E 

.8ITE '. 

, • f _ 

TE:/CP.S,9M)VlS£D THAT UILi30!J ~j!\ST.HEATE:D AS AN IN-PATli£:n F'ROf1 

FOH 1 ~)SECT B ITE$ ~ HE t',/A. S 
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,.~ ,... P ,') ... , ,.,.- I ...... ,." ~ v - 'J' ,-, C ... ·; Il. 1 ' ••.•••• /,) l',' .'.',J TV. !::: Li," .,,_. ',') 1 ','" 1:', . • ',.'.~ [,', ';;"_i.~ I ~ .... E" i") ,....1-.• ',·") .':\ 1'1", "J.' E' -. l·~ .• i\ r'_ .\ ~ ;::l~_ ,'! 1 P>. 1 1. f'. \~. ,,\,.,>.(t, H'~ .. .. _ J _, r 1 "J' " .. ,." • . t '. I • 

FOR. THE PURPOSE 

Hi~ 'IS KXPECTED TO RETUnN 
, 

OM OR BEFORE AUGUST 25, 1978. 

'('~pnD'!' \,'OL'LO' I.~C· i't ...... Vil. r, . \1{ I~,~ 

.' 

BT 

For; AfSY COr;RECr.Iot~s Of? C0i1li£CTION$ PLS CONT.ACT SAN ,qNTOrHu 

'. 
., 
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I' • • FD.sq:-tRev. 3-24-77) 

FBI 

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 

IX] Teletype o Immediate o TOP SECRET 

o Facsimile [XI Priority D SECRET 

o 0 Routine 0 CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTG- t 

KJ ~UNCLAS E F Tlo 

Date AUGUST 23} 197a 
I -----------------------------------------------------

FM JACKSON (62-544)(p) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY 2..Z~Sr 

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) PRIORITY 2."% lis i!

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH. 

MURKIN; 00: MEM?HIS. 

RE BUTEL, AUGUST 22, 1978. 

ON AUGUST 19, 1978, MRS. LEON (CHRISTINE) GUNTHAR,P, :FULTON, 

MISSISSIPpr, WAS TELEPHONI'CALLY CONTACTED AT HER RESIDENCE AT 

WHICH TIME SHE ADVISED THAT SHE IS THE SISTER OF BURGESS AUDIE 
. 

WILSON, JR., WHOM SHE HAS HAD LLMlTED CONTACT WITH DURING THE ?AST ~ 

ELEVEN YEARS SINCE THE DEATH OF THEIR NATURAL FATHER AT GRENADA, 

MISS. MRS. GUNTHARP ADVISED THAT HER PAST EXPERIENCE WITH HER 

BR,OTHER, HAS PROVEN HIM TO BE AN INDIVIDUAL WITH ALCOHOL AND 

APPARENT MENTAL PROBLEMS IN VIEW OF HIS ERRATIC BEHAVIOR AND 

TENDENCY TO FABRICATE. 

D- JACKSON 
DHG/BWW/1rm 
(1~ 

Approved: Illa-t:;1y 
I 

SHE ADVISED THAT UNT~L THIS CONTACT SHE 

6.) /3't/Y-- J 
&a:rchetl7-:-___ ~-h-i-_,,'-, ____ • 
Seridi~'3d.. ~ = 
Inde:c . 
Filed ----- -

t-J/r/7S 

Transmitted ----;:-,:-p-:-~_L/t-_-=A~~~:.=- Per _~~ _____ -
(Numbet (Time) FBI/DOJ 
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FD-3& <Rev. 3-24-77) • • r FBI 

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 

o Teletype o Immediate o TOP SECRET 
o Facsimile o Priority o SECRET 

0 o Routine o CONFIDENTJAL 

DEFTO 

o CLEAR 

Date ______ ---; 

~------------------------------------------------------

PAGE TWO IN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

HAS HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF HER BROTHER'S WHEREABOUTS AND HAS HAD 

ONLY ONE TELEPHONE CALL FROM HIM IN THE LAST TWO YEARS, FROM AN 

UNKNOWN LOCATION. SHE ADVISED THAT ALTHOUGH SHE CONSIDERS HER 

BROTHER TO BE AN IN,TELLIGENT INDIVIDUAL, SHE RARELY BELIEVES 

ANYTHING HE SAYS:, ESPECIALLY "WHEN HE HAS BEEN DRINKING. SHE 

STATED THAT HE AT ONE TIME FLEW FOR AN AIR FREIGHT SERVXCE OUT 

OF KANSAS CITY, MISS'OURI', AND ALSO HAS THE CAPABILITY ,O)r JEWELRY 

AND WATCH REPAIR. 

I / MRS. GUNTHARP EMPHATICALLY ,STATED ON AUGUST 23, 1978, THAT 

if SHE DID NOT CONTACT HER BROTHER "BILL" WILSON IN OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISS., IN THE RECENT PAST CONCERNING HER ~ECOGNITION OF A LIKENESS 

\ ~O HIM WITH REGARD TO A SKETCH OF THE KILLER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 

~EEN IN A NEWSPAPER. 

INVESTIGATION, COLUMBUS" MISS., DETERMINED THE GUN REPAIR SHOP 

LOCATED BEHIND BANK I'DENTIFIED AS BOX 4N GUN S'HOP. THIS SHOP WAS 

RUN BY A GUNSMITH NAMED PARKER NEELY WHO HAS SINCE MOVED TO TENNES

SEE, AND WHOSE CURRENT WHEREABOUTS ARE CURRENTLY UNKNOWN TO HIS 

PAST ASSOCIATES' IN COLUMBUS, MISS. 

INVESTIGATION AT STARKVI'LLE, MISS., DETERMINED WILSON WAS 

MARRIED TO PATRICIA SHINDALA. SHINDALA WAS A DIVORCEE AND WILSON 

Approved: _______ _ Trans mitted --:':':::--:----:-__ ':'=-:----:-__ 

(Number) (Time) 
Per ____ ~ 

FBI/DOJ 
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FD-36,1R"ev.3-24-77) • • ¥ 
FBI 

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 

o Teletype o Immediate 

o Facsimile o Priority 

0------ o Routine 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

o CLEAR 

Date ______ --; 

PAGE THREE IN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

USED HER ALIMONY MONEY ALONG WTTH HER SETTLEMENT MONEY TO OBTAIN 

A LOAN AND START A JEWELRY .STOF\E AT A MALL IN STARKVILLE, MISS. 

THIS OCCURRED IN THE Sl?F\INQ OF 1975 AND THE BUSINESS LASTED 

APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS BEFORE WILSON "FLED IN THE NIQHT," DESERT

ING HIS WIFE AND OWING SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS. SHINDALA IS CURRENTLY 

ENROLLED IN THE NURSrNG l?ROGRAM AT WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY, 

SILVA, NORTH CAROLINA. WILSON IS WELL KNOWN IN THE STARKVILLE 

AREA AS A "CON-ARTIST". 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUINQ TO LOCATE PARKER NEELY ,AND HAVE HIM 

INTEF\VIEWED F\E WILSQN'S S'TATEMENT THAT HE HAD THE JAl?ANESE SNIl?ER 

RIFLE REW'ORKED AT A QUN SHOl? IN "COLUMBUS, MISSrSSIl?pr. 

BT 

Approved: _______ _ Trans mitted --;:c;--:---:--~=:__;_--
(Number) (Time) 

Per _____ -
FBI/DOJ 
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J NO 004 2352235Z 

PP HQ ME 

DE IN 

P 232230l AUG 78 

• 

FH JACKSO[~ (62-544) (P) 

TO D !RECTOR (44-38861) PH lOR IT Y 

itJEf1PHIS (44-1987 SUB t·l) PRIORITY 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

• 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROmtj 8988, JEH. 

[4URJ{!N; 00 : i'1E[·lPHIS. 

RE BUTEL, AUGUST. 22, 1978. 

ON AUGUST 19, 1978, MRS. LEON (CHRISTINE) GU~THARP, FULTON, 

MISSISSIPPI, \~IAS TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED AT HER RESIDENCE AT 

WHICH TIf'lE SHE ADVISED THAT SHE IS THE SISTER OF BURGESS AUDIE 

~}ILSON, JR., ",}HOftl SHE HAS HAD LIt1ITED CONTACT \·lITH DURING THE PAST 

ELEVEN YEARS SINCE THE DEATH OF THEIR NATURAL FATHER AT GRENADA, 

MISS. MRS. GUNTHARP ADVISED THAT HER PAST EXPERIENCE WITH HER 

BROTHER HAS PROVEN Hn~ TO BE AN INDIVIDUAL vlITH ALCOHOL AND 

APPARENT MENTAL PROBLEMS IN VIEW OF HIS ERRATIC BEHAVIOR AND 

TENDENCY TO FABRICATE. SHE ADVISED THAT UNTIL THIS CONTACT SHE 

£;l-SVV--17 

&m~hoo _____ ~~~----4 
Serializetlu.. ___ -uek:..r...----: 

~~~~e:d======:l~%?===::: 
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• 
PAGE n/o JN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

HAS HAD NO KNOHLEDGE OF HER BROTHER·S \~HEREABOUTS AND HAS HAD 

ONLY ONE TELEPHONE CALL FROf1 HIf'tl IN THE LAST TVIO YEARS, FROM AN 

UNKNOvlN LOCATION. SHE ADVISED THAT ALTHOUGH SHE CONSIDERS HER 

BROTHER TO BE AN INTELLIGENT INDIVIDUAL, SHE RARELY BELIEVES 

ANYTHING HE SAYS, ESPECIALLY t·JHEN HE HAS BEEN DRINKING. SHE 

STATED THAT HE AT ONE TIl-1E FLE\v FOR AN AIR FREIGHT SERVICE OUT 

OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, AND ALSO HAS THE CAPABILITY OF JEWELRY 

AND l'IATCH REPAIR. 

MRS. GUNTHARP E(·lPHATICALLY STATED ON AUGUST 23, 1978, THAT 

SHE DID NOT CONTACT HER BROTHER "BILL" ~TILSON IN OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISS., IN THE RECENT PAST CONCERNING HER RECOGNITION OF A LIKENESS 

TO HIf1 II] ITH REGARD TO A SKETCH OF THE KILLER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 

SEEN IN A NE~ISPAPER. 

INVESTIGATION, COLUflJBUS, £lJISS., DETERMINED THE GUN REPAIR SHOP 

LOCATED BEHIND BANK IDENTIFIED AS BOX 4N GUN SHOP. THIS SHOP ~lAS 

RUN BY A GUNSMITH NAMED PARKER NEELY WHO HAS SINCE HOVED TO TENNES

SEE, AND \vHOSE CURRENT 1,tJHEREABOUTS ARE CURRENTLY UNKNOVIN TO HIS 

PAST ASSOCIATES IN COLUMBUS, MISS. 

INVESTIGATION AT STARKVILLE,- fUSS., DETERMINED toTILSON WAS 

[1ARR lED TO PATR IClA SHI NDALA. SHINDALA {vAS A DIVORCEE A ND ~lILSON 
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• ,PAGE THREE IN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

USED HER ALIMONY f10NEY ALONG l'JITH HER SETTLEMENT HONEY TO OBTAIN 

A LOAN A~:D START A JEWELRY STORE AT A MALL IN STARKVILLE, rHSS. 

THIS OCCURRED IN THE SPRING OF' 1975 AND THE BUSINESS LASTED 

APPROXIMATELY SIX ~10NTHS BEFORE ~JILSON "FLED IN THE NIGHT ," DESERT

ING HIS I!JIFE AND O~lING SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS. SHINDALA IS CURRENTLY 

ENROLLED IN THE NURSING PROGRAi1 AT \olESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY, 

SILVA, NORTH CAROLINA. HILSON IS \1ELL KNmJN IN THE STARKVILLE 

AREA AS A "CO N -ART 1ST II • 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING TO LOCATE PARKER NEELY AND HAVE HIM 

INTERVIE~lED RE tHLSON'S STATEMENT THAT HE HAD THE JAPANESE SNIPER 

RIFLE REWORKED AT A GUN SHOP IN COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI. 

BT 

2352145Z HQ A 2 

TKS 

.' 
2352150l ME 1 
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DLO 923 23603XXX 2360234Z 

PP HQ IN OC £1E 

DE DL 

~ 0P 232345Z AUG 78 

Ff1 DALLAS (44-2649) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY 

JACKSON (62-544) PRIORITY 

OKLAHDr·1A CITY (44-686) PRIORITY 

MEf1PHIS (44-1987) PR lOR ITY 

BT 

UNCLAS 

fiJURKI N; 00: [1Ef1PHIS. 

RE OKLAHOMA CITY TELETYPE TO DALLAS, AUGUST 23, 1978. 

FOR INFORr·1AT ION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, REFERENCED TELETYPE 

REQUESTED DALLAS TO CONDUCT TITLE SEARCH RE BONANZA AIRCRAFT, 

REGISTRATION NUMBER 34L, REPORTEDLY OVINED BY BURGESS AUDIE 

WILSON. 

A REVIEl:J OF RECORDS AT THE FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER (FRC) 

REFLECTS REGISTRATION NUfiJBER N34L WAS ASSIGNED TO A nnN ENGINE 

BEACH CRAFT IN CONTRAST TO A SINGLE ENGINE BEACH BONANZA. 

THIS AIRCRAFT l:JAS ORIGINALLY 

tP If ~ JtAPI 
#tf~ 

Ir1PORTED INTO Si:JlTZERLAND 

- (,;;L - 5'C/c(-- 1/ 
. ~~AHeM~a~INi)ixED 
:1I.:ftIAbli~6~D_ -_-.:.==~ 

AUG 23 t .. /1j f 
~J. F~I-JACKSON .\' 

[{AJat:Jl':. j ~. 
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PAGE H10 DL 44-2649 UNCLAS 

SOi·1E TH1E AROUND 1950. THE AIRCRAFT \~AS SUBSEQUENTLY BROUGHT 

BACK INTO THE UNITED STATES IN 1956, AT ~JHICH TIME IT RECEIVED 

THE REGISTRATION Nut1BER N34L. IN 1959 THE mINER, t4R. LEAR, SR., 

OF LEAR, INC. SUBSEQUENTLY TOOK THE AIRCRAFT BACK TO Sl.~ITZERLAND 

AND SOLD IT TO AN ITALIAN CORPORATION IN 1962. APPARENTLY, FOR 

INSURANCE PURPOSES, THE M1ERICAN REGISTRATION NUI1BER, N34L, ~tJAS 

REQUESTED TO BE DEREGISTERED IN THE UNITED STATES, '!IHICH IT \tJAS 

ON J UL Y 2 7, 1962 • 

THERE IS NO INFORr1AT ION IN T HE FILES REGARD ING A SINGLE 

ENGINE BONANZA, BURGESS AUDIE \vILSON, OR ANY PREVIOUS mtJNER t~ITH 

LAST NAME FISHER. 

JERRY PACE, SECURITY, SOUTHWESTERN REG IONAL HEADQUARTERS, 

FAA, FORT t10RTH, TEXAS, ADVISED HE TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED FAA, 

OKLAHOMA CITY, A NO DETERf>1 INED REG ISTRAT ION NUMBER N 34L HAS BEEN 

UNASSIG NED SINCE 1962. PACE ALSO STATED A REV lEW OF THE 1963, 

1968 AND 1969 UNITED STATES CIVIL AIRCRAFT REG ISTRATION BOOKS 

FAILED TO REFLECT THIS REGISTRATION NUC1BER. 

JACKSON ~JILL RE-INTERVIEtv BURGESS AUDIE \'lILSON RE CORRECT 

REGISTRATION NUMBER OF BONANZA AIRCRAFT HE CLAIMED HE mINED AT 

THE TIME OF KING·S DEATH. 
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PAGE THHEE DL 44-2649 UNCLAS 

FOR INFORf'lATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, IT IS NOTED WILSON 

GAVE THE REGISTRATION NUi1BER OF' HIS AIRCRAFT AS 34L. ALL UNITED 

STATES AIRCRAFT BEAR THE PREFIX "N" BEFORE THE REGISTRATION NUMBER. 

DALLAS \II ILL SUBfrlIT R UC REPORT. 

BT 

IN 1. 
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FOR ,UJFO\?\'IATION Of ;:H:C.E:IVIfiG OFi,'lCSS j i~EFTl~ENCED TELETYPE 
. , . 

.. ' 

ti 3/~.L 1,.;:)\ S- f-'! ssm UfW TO A T::J I il E: Nli HiiJ.: 
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, , 

HECEIVED 

LEAH .~ SH 0;1 

I iiSLb!:\,t'yC;~ ?J.J:~: P0e.€B ~ THE: ii;'!jEFt IGi~ N f:EG I t1THt~ T 10 ~\iUHBER 11 N ~AL w' l1A S 
\ . , 

-
~rf Ii T r~s· ~ ~\1 i1I'C}I 

\ '.~ 

, . 

, U;;t, f::~n.\H;ED ;)1 NG~: ' 19 G2.. PACE l~LSli st {).T CD Il R. [V I Et-] m; THE' 191$:3,. 
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Gll,V[ THE R EG 1;31 H AT 10 N I": W1B tr;n 0 F' ALL tWITED . '. 

Iff 

I' 

IN 19 
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SAO 123 23522092 

PP HQ IN tilE 

DE SA 

P 232209Z AUG 78 

• .' 

FM SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) P 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861> PRIORITY 

,,~< .JACKSON (S2-~44) PRIORITY . ' 

• 

\ : \t"'~~1PHlS,r (41-1987) (SUB M) PR lOR ITY 

, , 

.-..."..' 

BI 
-Ju.~~~ LA;;; E. F T 0 

.' M~\RKIN • 

HE.. BUTEL AUGUST 22, 1978. 

uN AUGUST 23, 1978, A SEARCH OJ< BROHNSVILLE POLICE 

DEPARnlENT RECORDS, CAi1ERON COUNTY SHERIFF·S OFFICE RECORDS, 

AND CAt1ERON COUNTY JAIL RECORDS, FAILED TO REFLECT ANY RECORD 

IDENTIFIABLE ~]ITH BURGESS AUDIE HILSON, JR. 

BT 

..JI 
, '#' 

AUG 2 3 1978 /.':" 
" 
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.J 
f· 
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u;,'J !H)GUST 2~3~ 1~7~~111" A S'CA}tI;f';f..GF ,HTIOl}i'JSl.dLU-i: ?OLIC;:;' . , . 
\' 

. " , ,. f " '. (. 

r:i~~F'{~;tT .. i[;~l ·j·l\:corw;:; II C,!~i';EI~ON COUi~I'{,·SHrnIFF ·s' OFFICE: FlECORDS, 
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.AUG 23 1978 t. 
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(Rev. 3-24-77) 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

Ii] Teletype 
o Facsimile 
0------

• PRECEDENCE: 
o Immediate 
CZI Priority 
o Routine 

FBI • CLAS SIFICATION': 
o TOP SECRET 
o SECRET 
o CONFIDENTIAL 
IlDEFTO 
o CLEAR 

Date AUGUST 24, 197$ 
I -----------------------------------------------------

FM JACKSON (62-544)(p) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) PRIORITY ISl(Sl: 
MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) PRIORITY. /8'!o i!

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) PRIORITY I~J)~~ 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRI$S UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH. 

MUJ\KIN; 00: MEMPHIS. 

liE JACKSON TELETY'P.E, AUGUST 23, 1978; AND DALLAS TELETYPE TO 

BUREAU, AUGUST 23, 1978. 

DALLAS DIVISION ADVISED THAT SEARCH O;B' RECORDS AT :FEDERAL 

RECORDS CENTER (FRC2 CONCERNING REGISTRATION NUMBER. 34L, REPORTEDLY 

FOR A BONANZA AIRCRAFT OWNED BY BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, REVEALED 

THAT THE CORRECT NUMBER WOULD HAVE BEEN N34L INAsMUCH AS ALL 

AIRCRAFT REGISTERED IN THE UNITED STATEs" HAS THE PREF;I:X "N". 

REGISTRATION NUMBER N34L WAS ORIGINALLY ISSUED ;B'OR USE ON A TWIN 

ENGINE BEACH CRAFT IN 1956, THE OWNER BEING MR. LEAR., SR., OF LEAR, 

D- JACKSON 
JWN/1rm 
(1)~ 

Approved: --pt.....!>!...~..JL.-:.~~I-I+-~ransmitted _-'-'_O-'-I __ ....:.~-:±"""~ ........... '-="-_ 

(Number) (Time) 
Per _-'-':~L---__ _ 

FSI/DOJ 



(Rev. 3-24-77) • TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: 

o Teletype o Immediate 

o Facsimile o Priority 

0------ o Routine 

FBI • CLAS SIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

o CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFTO 

o CLEAR 

Date --------i 

PAGE TWO JN 62-544 UNCLAS EFT 0 

INC., WHO SUBSEQUENTLY TOOK THE AIR-CRAFT TO SWITZERLAND AND SOLD 

IT TO AN ITALIAN CORPORATION IN 1962. A REQUEST WAS RECEIVED THAT 

THE PLANE BE DE~REGISTERED IN THE UNITED STATES, WHICH IT WAS ON 

JULY .27,1962. NO RECORD COULD BE LOCATED WHICH WOULD INDICATE 

ANY USE OR REFERENCE TO THIS REGISTRATION NUMBER AFTER THAT DATE. 

NO RECORD WAS LOCATED REGARDING BURGES'S AUDIE WILSON. 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION AT NEW BRAUNFELLS, TEXAS. WlLL REJNTER

VIEW BURGESS AUDIE WILSON RE CORRECT REGISTRATION NUMBER Of THE 

BONANZA AIRCRAFT HE CLAIMED HE OWNEP AT THE TIME OF KING'S DEATH. 

BT 

Approved: _______ _ Transmitted --,-____ =--:-__ 
(Number) (Time) 

Per _____ -
FBI/DOJ 
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JN0001 23615452 

PP HQ ME SA 

DE JN 

P 241530Z AUG 78 

• 

FT1 JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) PR lOR ITY 

i'1EMPHIS (44-198.7 SUB M) PRIOR ITY 

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) PRIORITY 

BT 

UNCLAS EFT 0 

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH. 

f1URKI N; 00: MEI1PHIS. 

RE JACKSON TELETYP'E, AUGUST 23, 1978; AND DALLAS TELETYPE TO 

BUREAU, AUGUST 23, 1978. 

DALLAS DIVISION ADVISED THAT SEARCH OF RECORD S AT FEDERAL 

RECORDS CENTER (FRC) CONCER.NING REGISTRATION NUMBER 34L, REPORTEDLY 

FOR A BONANZA AIRCRAFT OWNED BY BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, REVEALED 

THAT THE CORRECT Nut1BER t.,OULD HAVE BEEN N34L INAS[~UCH AS ALL 

AIRCRAFT REGISTERED IN THE UNITED STATES HAS THE PREFIX "N". 

REGISTRATION NUMBER N34L WAS ORIGINALLY ISSUED FOR USE ON A TWIN 

ENGINE BEACH CRAFT IN 1956, THE o\~NER BEING MR. LEAR, SR., OF LEAR, 

Senreh~ JlI 
Seri:tlb~":.=----fr;p~--:
l:1'r1l") ... ·"1 _ 1 
Fi1~.J ----#,~li!-4 .LI __ : 

l NW 6599<1 [)ocld:32989~~8 .Pag~_~16 



PAGE TWO JN 62-544 UNCUiS EFT 0 

INC. 1 ~] HO SUB SEQUENTL Y TOOK T HE A IRCRAFT TO S\'JITZERLA ND A ND SOLD 

IT TO AN ITALIAN CORPORATION IN 1962. A REQUEST \"AS RECEIVED THAT 

THE PLANE BE DE-REGISTERED IN THE UNITED STATES 1 \IJHICH IT vIAS ON 

JULY 271 1962. NO RECORD COULD BE LOCATED WHICH \10ULD INDICATE 

ANY USE OR REFERENCE TO THIS REGISTRATION NUf1BER AFTER THAT DATE. 

NO RECORD \!JAS LOCATED REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE vlILSON. 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION AT NEW BRAUNFELLS, TEXAS. W ILL REINTER

VIEW BURGESS AUDIE WILSON RE CORRECT REGISTRATION NUMBER OF THE 

BONANZA AIRCRAFT HE CLAIr4ED HE OWNED AT THE TIME OF KING ·S DEATH. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date af tran scription __ 8--,/~2_2_/,---7_8 _____ _ 

Following the arre~t by Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
police of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as BILL, 
he was taken to the Ocean Springs City Jail for processing. 
The contents of WILSON's wallet were examined in the 
presence of WILSON and the following items were contained 
therein: 

Current Texas driver's license #7911315 under 
the name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 113 Mill Street, 
San Marcos, Texas. License expires 1980 and indicates 
the date of birth of August 28, 1931. 

A slip of paper bearing the name MADLYN, 304 
Beresford, no city listed, telephone 455-3765. 

A slip of paper with the name WILL CAMPBELL, 
875-4380. 

A business card for DANIEL D. GUICE, JR., 
Field Supervisor, Mississippi Probation and Parole 
Office, Biloxi, Mississippi, telephone 432-2271. 

On the reverse side of the business card 
was an inked notation 1005 Hickory Hill Lane, C-l03, 
Hermitage, Tennessee 37076. 

Business card for MAX D. MURRAY, Advertising 
Representative, Austin, Texas, American Statesman. 

Business card for DAN LEARNER, telephone 388-9601, 
Craftsman Workshop, Edgewater Mall, Biloxi, Mississippi. 

Business card for DENNIS SULLIVER, Chief Engineer, 
Red Fox Industries, Incorporation, New Iberia, Louisiana, 
telephone number 365-8131. 

Business card for LOUIS P. HELM, Realtor, 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 875-2098 and 875-0016. 

8/18/78 at Ocean Springs, MississiPWtle # Jackson 62-544-81 

:loK K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR./bjw by ____________________ ~ __ '___~ ____ __ Date dictated ____ 8.<0-/_2_1.<0-/_7_8 _____ _ 
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A1:l inked note bearing the name BARTON and CHASE, 
740 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 19107. 

Business card for TRAVIS GARNER, Building 
Officials, City of Ocean Springs, 875-4236. 

An inked note "State Farm Claims Office, 
Gulfport, Mississippi, 896-6353". 

An inked note bearing the name of KARL 
FASOID, 863-4761. 

A payroll check voucher for WILSON from 
Gulf South Construction Company, Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi, for the pay period ending July 5, 1978, 
and a second pay voucher for the pay period ending 
July 12, 1978. 

Business card for Louisiana Off-short Caterors, 
JIM FONTENOT, Personnel Director, Houma, Louisiana, 
876-3642. 

A note bearing the name BOB CAZOET, 214-521-4195. 

A bill of- sale bearing the name of VERA M. 
NEVILL, Canyon Lake, Texas, Route 4, Box 620G. 

A payroll voucher for WILSON from Gulf Coast 
Catering Company, New Iberia, Louisiana, for the 
period ending June 16, 1978. 

A note bearing the name TAD MURRAY, Monroe, 
Louisiana, 323-7382, or 728-4060. 

A credit bill for Beall's Dep~~~me~t Store, 
Jacksonville, Texas, under the name of BURGESS A. WILSON, 
067001572. 

A Veteran's Administration patient data card 
under the name of BURGESS A. WILSON, Canyon Lake, Texas, 
card #422341275. 

A business card for Eserman Off-short Services, 
Incorporation, Golden Meadow, Louisiana, 693-8287. 
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Veteran's of Foreign Wars (VFW) membership 
card #990998 for 1977 for VFW Post #8573 at Canyon 
Lake, Texas. 

A Federal Communications Commission radio 
license #6H4659, issued to WILSON on September 26, 1960. 

A business card for Ler-Son International 
Incorporated, Houma, Louisiana. 

An inked note bearing the names of STAN 
BULLARD and Jones Builders of Long Beach, Mississippi. 

A business card for BILL WILSON Builders, 
Solar Screens and Doors, Custom Homes, Canyon Lake, 
Texas, and 817 East Nuclid, San Antonio, Texas. 

A card bearing WILSON's Social Security 
Number 422-34-1275. 

A credit type card from the Security State 
Bank, Starkville, Mississippi, under the name of 
Colonel BURGESS A. WILSON, USAF, retired, #3038940. 

Private pilot certificate number 1106770 
issued by the Federal Aviation Administration, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, showing BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, 
JR., of 13125 Herrick Avenue, Grandvi~w, ~issour~, 
64030, is authorized to fly single and multi-engine 
land airplanes. 

A Department of Transportation form for a 
bi-annual flight review dated July 18, 1978, giving 
instructor's name CARL FOWLER, and aircraft piper 
C-152, certificate #542727734, dated September 30, 
1978, to expire July 31, 1980, showing that subject 
is authorized to fly private aircraft. 

A Department of Transportation medical 
certificate first class form signed by Dr. JAMES B. 
MARTIN, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, on August 9, 1978, 
giving the examining physician serial as 12021-1. 

A receipt from Dr. JAMES B. MARTIN, #14168, 
dated August 9, 1978, in the amount of $25 for a flight 
physical. 
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Intervi ewed on 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription ___ 8....:../_2_3....:../_7_8 _____ _ 

Detective KEVIN ALVES, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
Police Department, accompanied by Ocean Springs Patrolman 
MICHAEL W. PITALO and Officer-Intern JOHN CHARLES THOMPSON 
arrested BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as "BILL", 
at 7:35 p.m., on August 18, 1978, while WILSON 'tvas a 
passenger in an automobile driven by Reverend NOEL 
FANNON, Rector of St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi. The arrest took place on 
U.S. Highway 90 at the east end of the Biloxi Bay Bridge. 
The arrest was affected without incident and was based 
on information obtained from a National Crime Information 
Center (NCIC) "hit" indicating that WILSON was wanted 
on a probation vioiation by the New Braunsells, Texas, 
Police Department. 

Immediately after the arrest, WILSON was transported 
by the Ocean Springs Police to the Ocean Springs Police 
Department where he was processed for confinement in the 
Ocean Springs City Jail. 

Detective ALVES advised that after WILSON was 
brought to the Ocean Springs Police Department, he voluntarily 
stated on three different occasions without being questioned 
that he was the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING. According 
to Detective ALVES, WILSON referred to the Shelby County, 
Tennessee, Sheriff saying that it had been arranged prior 
to this date that WILSON would give himself up to the 
sheriff. ALVES further advised that WILSON claimed he 
had been a colonel in the U.S. Air Force and had flown 
with the Shelby County Sheriff while in the service. 

ALVES further advised that WILSON stated he wants 
to "deal with the FBI". WILSON told ALVES that he would 
talk to the FBI only if "we take him to Memphis to see 
the sheriff of Shelby County where he will talk in front 
of any FBI Agent". WILSON also voluntarily told De·tective 
ALVES that the reason he shot MARTIN LUTHER KING was that 
KING was directly or indirectly the cause of the death of 
some member of WILSON's family 0 

8/18/78 at Ocean Springs, MississiPWrle # Jackson 62-544~ 

~(JY'(l 
SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR./bjw 
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Detective ALVES advised that he. had warned 
the subject of his rights and WILSON had signed a 
Waiver of Rights for Detective ALVES. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription August 19, 1978 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as Bill, 
date of birth August 28, 1931, Social Security Account Number 
422-34-1275, furnished the following information to SA ROYCE 
DAVID HIGNIGHT: 

Mr. WILSON advised that he was born August 28, 1931, 
at Fulton, Mississippi, and that he resided with his family at 
Golden, Mississippi, until 1936, at which time the family moved 
to Eldridge, Alabama, where he attended school until the eighth 
grade and then went to high school at Carbon Hill, Alabama, 
until 1947. 

He advised on May 2, 1947, he entered the U. S. Air 
Force and was discharged in 1950. He stated that after being 
out of the Air Force for approximately eight months he was 
recalled for the Korean War and stayed in until February, 1960, 
at which time he was given an honorable discharge. 

He and his wife, BETTY LOU WILSON, moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee, following his discharge, where he worked for 
Prudential Insurance Company for approximately one year. 
After leaving Prudential Insurance Company, he operated a 
laundry and cleaning business in Memphis. During this time, 
he was also in the Tennessee Air National Guard. 

He left Memphis, Tennessee, went to Grandview, 
Missouri, where he became a civil service employee in the Air 
Force Reserve. He stayed employed in the Air Force Reserve 
until 1970. From 1966 until 1970, he also operated a jewelry 
store business. 

In 1970, he and wife, BETTY WILSON, moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee, and opened a jewelry business in Bartlett, 
Tennessee. In addition to the jewelry business, he also built 
aluminum storage buildings. He stated that in June, 1970, a 
tornado hit his business and destroyed it. 

He then went to San Antonio, Texas, and became 
employed by the Air Force Reserve as a flight engineer. H& 
also operated a jewelry store in San Antonjo until 1974, when 
he and his wife BETTY divorc@d. 

Interviewed on 8/19/78 atOcean Sprjngs, 

by SA ROYCE DAVID HTGNTGHT;i1 

,Iackson 62-544-5';? M- . . • 
] SSlSSlpplFile # 

Date di eta ted _-.l.I.8./-/...Ll....l9'-/-I....I.7....!.8L--__ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/DOJ 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 333 



r 
----

, 
I 

'" -, e 

JN 62-544 

He then went to Mountain Home, Arkansas, and opened 
a jewelry store and married AVIS LEA HUNTER. He was married 
to HUNTER for approximately six months, and they divorced. 
HUNTER now resides at 1010 Hickory Hill Lane, Hermitage, 
Tennessee. 

He then went to Columbus, Mississippi, where h§ 
worked in the gubernatorial campaign for Governor CLIFF fINCH. 
While in Columbus, he married PATRICIA SHINDALA of Starkville, 
Mississippi. He also advised that while in Columbus he sold 
fire extinguishers. He stated that during the gubernatorial 
campaign it was suggested that he tell people that he was a 
retired colonel and an ex-prisoner of war to campaign for 
FINCH. He stated that after the campaign was over, he was 
dropped by the FINCH people. 

- He left Columbus, Mississippi, in January, 1976, and 
went to Tyler, Texas, where"he stayed with LARRY HUGHEY, a 
friend who had a farm. He went to Texas for the purpose of 
clearing up some "charges" against him at New Braunfels, Texas. 

He advised that he went to Dallas, Texas, to see a 
friend, and while there, he called his son and asked him to 
come see him, and shortly thereafter the police arrived and 
arrested him on a charge of non-child support on a warrant 
issued for him at Cleveland, Texas. He was released to 
authorities from New Braunfels, where he pled guilty to a 
charge of theft by check and received a sentence of eight 
years probation. 

He advised that he then stayed in the vicinity of 
New Braunfels where he did construction work. He had an 
altercation with another employee, and he was arrested for 
violation of his probation but was released a couple of weeks 
later. He continued working around New Braunfels and was again 
arrested for possession of stolen merchandise which actually 
was a dispute between himself and an associate over some 
property that he had stored for the associate, and the charges 
were subsequently dropped. He continued in the construction 
business and married JO ANN CHILDRESS, and they were divorced 
after three months. 

In January of 1978, he went to Houma, Louisiana, 
and went to work for Louisiana Off-Shore Caterers and worked 
there until Ap+il, at which time he went to work for Gulf Coast 
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Caterers of New Iberia, Louisiana, and worked there until 
the end of June of 1978, at which time he came to Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, and opened a jewelry shop. He lived 
at the Twin Pines Apartments the first three weeks he was 
in Ocean Springs and then moved to Route 6, Box 387. 

He furnished the following description of himself: 

Name 
Also known as 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Social Security Number 
Education 

. Military service 

Father 

Mother 
Stepmother 

Brother 

Sister 

Sister 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 
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BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. 
Bill 
August 28, 1931 
Fulton, Mississippi 
5 feet 11 inches 
170 pounds 
Brown 
Gray 
422-34-1275 
High school graduate 
U. S. Air Force 
1947-1960 
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, SR. 
(deceased) 
Grenada, Mississippi 
MITTIE DALE (deceased) 
LILLIE MAE WILSON (deceased) 
Grenada, Mississippi 
ALLISON TOWERS WILSON 
Reform, Alabama 
LYDA MC GAHEY 
2002 East Eighth Avenue North 
Columbus, Mississippi 
CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE 
Fulton, ~ississippi 
BETTY LOU WILSON WADE 
Burleson, Tex~s 
AVIS LEA BUNTER 
1010 Hickory Hill Lane 
Hermitage, Tennessee 
PATRICIA SHINDALA 
Starkville, Mississippi 
(believed killed in car 
accident) 
JO ANN CHILDRESS 
113 Mill Street 
San Marcos, Texas 
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Daughter 

Son 

Son 
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DEBORAH ANN JONES, 
husband CHARLES, 
Belvedere, Illinois 
STEVEN WAYNE WILSON 
Burleson, Texas 
MARK ANTHONY WILSON 
Burleson, Texas 
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BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., an inmate of the Ocean Springs 
City Jail, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, furnished the following 
information to ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT and K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR., 
who he knows to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi
gation, after having been advised the purpose of the interview being 
his knowledge and involvement in the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
and after having been advised of his Constitutional rights which he 
waived as indicated by an Advice of Rights and Waiver of Rights Form 
which he signed: 

Mr. WILSON advised that at the time prior to the murder of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, he was living in Grandview, Missouri, in a house 
on Byers Road with his wife, BETTY LOU, and his three children, 
DEBORAH, STEVE, and MARK. He was in the Air Force Reserve and also 
operated a jewelry store. 

In the course of his j-ewelry business, he met a white male 
Italian who was in his late sixties and was approximately 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weighed approximately 230 pounds, and who operated a 
jewelry trade shop on Walnut Street. He stated that this white male 
introduced him to another white male Italian by the name of MITCH 
(Last Name Unknown), whO was in his mid fifties and was approximately 
5 feet 10 inches tall, qnd weighed approximately 190 pounds, who had 
black, wavy hair and had some connection with a bonding company, and 
also MITCH's brother, name not recalled, who fit the same physical 
description as MITCH, but who had numerous cut scars on his face. 

He stated that. MITCH started delivering jewelry to him for 
the purpose of having the stones removed from the fittings. He stated 
MITCR usually met him at a bar on Walnut Street which was run by a 
white female and it also appeared that MITCH might have been a part 
owner Or had ~n interest in this bar. He stated that due to the 
volume of jewelry that MTTCH was bringing to him, he asked MITCH 
about it, and MITCH advised him that it was stolen jewelry. MITCH 
told him, however, that he, WILSON, was in as deep as he, MITCH, was 
and that he would have to continue working with MITCH. He stated 
this relationship with MITCH continued until 1970. 

He stated that MITCH brought up the idea of killing KING 
and said that there was a $50~000 contract on him. However, he 

MisSissiPP?':i1e # Jackson 62-544 -gr' 8/19/78 Ocean Springs, 

Int;~ie~e.d 0;. WHITE-SPUN:ER)LV1~ .I;b( 
SA ROYCE DAVID HTGNIGHT/RDH~mae 

by ----~-------------------
8/19/78 Date dictated --------'----
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never said who put out the contract but said that he could get 
the money for WILSON if he killed. KING. 

WILSON stated that MITCH was well aware of his, WILSON's, 
. thoughts concerning KING and the black civil rights movement, in 
that his father, who was a pastor of the Central Baptist Church at 
Grenada, Mississippi, died of a heart attack which he, WILSON, 
thought was caused as a result of racial tensions at Grenada brought 
on by the forceful integration of his father's church. 

WILSON stated that approximately five or six months before 
KING's murder, he started gathering information on the movements, 
habits, and whereabouts of KING. 

WILSON advised that he had a red and white Bonanza airplane, 
Register Number 34L, and a Cessna 310 twin-engine aircraft, which was 
blue and white, which planes he used to fly to different places 
where KING was supposed to be. He stated that he recalls going to 
Huntsville, Alabama; Tupelo, Mississippi; Jackson, Tennessee; Atlanta, 
Georgia; and Greenville, South Carolina. He stated that while at 
Tupelo, Mississippi, he stayed in the Ramada Inn and believes that 
in the other places he visited he stayed in Holiday Inns. 

He stated that MITCH furnished him a Japanese sniper rifle. 
He stqted that he kept the rifle and that just before Christmas of 
1975, he had it reworked at a gunshop in Columbus, Mississippi, on 
~ourth Street across from a bank. He stated that the last knowledge 
he had of the rifle, his older son, STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, had the 
rifle and a shotgun but had told him that he had sold it. 

Mr. WILSON advised that there was a garbage strike in 
progress at Memphis, Tennessee, and that MITCH called him at his 
store in Grandview, Missouri, and told him that KING was coming to 
Memphis for. a rally and instructed WILSON to come to Memphis where 
he was to meet two men at the Wonder Bar located at the corner of 
Summer Avenue and White Station Road. 

Mr. WILSON advised that he flew to Memphis, Tennessee, 
in the Bonanza aircraft and landed at an airport just north of 
Raleigh,. Tennessee. He stated that the airport was operated by a 
long-time acquaintance of his who had attended a church which was 
pastored .by W'ILSON's father in the past. WILSON stated that his 
daughter., DEBORAH, picked him up at the airport in her 1965 white 
Mustang, which WILSON had previously bought for her and which was 
registered in his name in Missouri. 

2 

NW 65994 Docld:32989163 Page 333 



IN 62-544 

He advised that DEBORAH and her mother, BETTY LOU, were 
staying at the residence of WILSON's father-in-law, vERNON HOOTEN, 
3095 Ruskin Road, Memphis, Tennessee. He stated that HOOTEN had had 
a heart attack and that his wife and daughter were temporarily stay
ing at the HOOTEN residence. 

WILSON advised that he went to the Wonder Bar and while 
having a drink two white men approached him, one having an accent 
similar to a Puerto Rican. 

The two white males furnished him with FBI credentials, 
which he stated had a black and white photograph of himself on it, 
and they took him and showed him where KING was to hold the rally. 
They then took WILSON to a hotel on South Main Street near Beale 
Street and took him to a room on the third floor. They told him 
he was to be in the crowd at the rally and that a decoy shot was to 
be fired and that he was then to shoot. They said that KING had a 
hqbit of rqising his arms over his head when he was making a speech 
qnd that the second time that he did so, the shots were to be fired. 

WILSON stated that on the day of the murder he was in the 
crowd standing near a wood fence approximately 60 feet from where 
KIN& wa/3 standing and that when KING raised his arms the second time 
he shot him. ' 

Mr. WTLSON advised that he had the rifle which he used 
strqpped to his belt under a suit coat and attached to his belt on 
a swivel., He stated that the barrel protruded from below his coat 
but no one questioned him concerning it. He said that he had prac
ticed a great deal swiveling the rifle and firing it. 

He advised that after the shooting, he was stopped by the 
Memphis police, but he showed them the credentials, and they let 
him go, and he walked on down the street approximately two blocks 
to where he had left the Mustang parked. He advised that he got 
in the, Mustang and drove back to the HOOTEN residence, and his 
daughter, DEBORAH, then took him to the airport, and he got his 
plane and flew back to Kansas City. He stated that the airport 
that he used was on the Kansas side on the highway to Olathe, 
Kansas. He stated the airport was run by (First Name Unknown) 
F~SHER. He ,also stated that he had purchased the Bonanza aircraft 
from FISHER. 

WILSON advised that approximately one week before the 
murder " MITCH gave him $25 ~ 000 in $20 bills, and following the 
murder, Ml:TCH' gave him another $25,000, at which time he gave the 
credentials back to MITCH. 
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WILSON advised that he has no knowledge of JAMES EARL 
RAY having been involved in the conspiracy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription _..Y8-t-Lk2,.!3.t-1L7!.!..8 _____ _ 

Reverend JOE BELL, Pastor, Central Baptist 
Church, Grenada, Mississippi, furnished the following 
information: 

BELL stated that he knew B. A. WILSON, 
stating that WILSON was the former pastor at the 
Central Baptist Church, Grenada, Mississippi. BELL 
stated that B. A. WILSON died of a heart attack on 
January 7, 1967. BELL stated that WILSON was the 
pastor of the Central Baptist Church for approximately 
13 years, or from 1954 to 1967. 

BELL stated that{rior to coming to Grenada, 
B. A. WILSON was at Camp Creek at Fulton, Mississippi, 
and prior to that was at Lynn Station, which is 
located north of Jasper, Alabama, and also at 
Eldridg~ Alabama. 

Concerni~ the WILSON family, BELL stated 
that B. A. WILSONt~ wife was known as LILLY WILSON. 
BELL stated that LILLY and B. A. WILSON lived in 
the church parsonage behind the church, ald their 
children were all grown and married at that time. 

BELL identified the WILSON children as 
follows: 

1. Mrs. CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE (phonetic) 
Fulton, Mississippi 

2. BILL WILSON 
Kansas City, Kansas 

3. LIDA (Last Name Unknown) 
Columbus, Mississippi 

4. One other son, name not known. 

BELL stated that LILLY WILSON was B. A. WILSON's 
second wife as B. A. WILSON's first wife died when the children 
were young. 

Intervi ewed on 8/19/78 at Oxford, Mississippi 

by _----=S.:..:A:......:KE:..=:NNE=:.=.T=H....:.P::....:.~HU=G=HE=S::J/'__"d=rw=_=__#~~.:__---
\ 
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BELL stated that he, himself, came to Grenada, 
Mississippi, and was pastor at the Central Baptist 
Church beginning in March, 1967. 

Concerning BILL WILSON, BELL stated that he 
was from Kansas City, Kansas, was a pilot, and flew 
freight or ferried planes from Kansas City, Kansas, to 
the Island of Guam. 

BELL stated that BILL WILSON caused his 
father, B. A. WILSON, many problems with debts and 
money, and BELL stated he believed that BILL WILSON 
was arrested in California for embezzlement, city and 
state not known. 

BELL stated that BILL WILSON flew into 
Memphis, Tennessee, on a Sunday after his father 
died on January 7, 1967, and BELL stated he believed 
that BILL WILSON was met by the family at the Memphis, 
Tennessee airport. BELL recalled th~t the funeral 
for B. A. WILSON was' on the followng Monday, and that 
he, BELL, left Grenada, Mississippicn the Tuesday after 
B. A. WILSON's funeral. BELL stated he did not know 
how long BILL WILSON stayed in Grenada, Mississippi 
after his father's funeral. 

BELL described BILL WILSON as a white male, 
sandy hair, and stated that he did talk with BILL 
WILSON's second wife whom he described as- a bleached 
blonde with heavy make-up. BELL stated he did not 
know if BILL WILSON had any children or not. 

BELL stated that B. A. and LILLY WILSON 
did own a house on the corner of Levee and Fourth 
Streets in Grenada, Mississippi, and BELL stated 
that he knew of no other land that B. A. WILSON 
owned that BELL was aware of. 

BELL stated that he had talked with 
LILLY WILSON after B. A. WILSON's death, and stated 
that LILLY WILSON was desperately afraid of BILL 
WILSO~and twgBILL WILSON she never wanted to 
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lay eyes on him again, or have him, BILL WILSON, set 
foot in her house. BELL further stated that LILLY 
WILSON did not want BILL WILSON to get any of his 
father's, B. ~ WILSON's, inheritance, as he, 
BILL WILSON, had already received his share of the 
estate by his father, B. A. WILS<N, lRying off 
BILL WILSON's debts. BELL stated that he believed 
the amount of $5,000 was the figure mentioned. 

BELL stated that LILLY WILSON is now 
deceased, stating that she had left Grenada, Mississippi, 
and went to a nursing home at Fulton, Mississippi, 
where she died approximately one year ~o'. 

BELL stated that he did hear that BILL WILSON 
did get his father's, B. A. WILSON, shotgun as part 
of the inheritance, stating that BILL WILSON and his 
brother, name not known, argued or disagreed over 
who would get this shotgu~ which BELL stated was worth 
approximately $150 or $200 at that ti~e. BELL stated 
that he heard that the other WILSON brother walked 
out in disgust, and apparently left the shotgun with 
BILL WILSON. 

BELL stated that ,CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE (phonetic) 
was the administrator of the estate, and an attorney 
by the name of FREDERICKS read the will. 

BELL concluded by stating that the State 
Baptist Conve~tion Headquarters in Jackson, Mississippi 
would have the full detail of B. A. WILSON s churches 
and their locations. 
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LYDIA MC GAREY, 2002 East 8th Avenue North, 
Columbus, Mississippi, was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agent and of the nature of the 
inquiry. MC GAHEY thereafter provided the following 
information: 

MC GAHEY stated that she is the sister of 
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., known to the family as 
"BILL" WILSON. She advised that WILSON has a very 
serious drinking problem that came to the surface 
shortly after the death of their father in 1967. 

MC GAHEY advised that BILL WILSON had been 
very close to their father and became extremely upset 
and distressed after he passed away. MC GAREY advised 
that WILSON may have had a drinking problem prior to 
the death of their father, but that she only noticed 
it after their father passed away in 1967. 

MC GAHEY advised that on this past Thursday 
night at appro~imately 11:00 p.m. (August 17, 1978), 
she received a telephone call from her brother, BILL 
WILSON, and during that call he indicated to her that 
he had killed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. MC GAREY 
stated that she did not take her brother seriously 
as he has a history of telling untrue and stated that 
she quickly asked him if he was "rauel". MC GAREY 
advised that her brother indicated to her he did not 
know what she was talking about. 

MC GAREY advised that approximately one week 
she received a similar telephone call from BILL WILSON 
and on this occasion, he tbld her that their brother, 
ALLYSON WILSON, Reform, Alabama, had suffered a heart 
attack. MC GAREY stated that she immediately called 
her brother in Reform, Alabama, and found that he was 
in perfect he~lth. 

later 

MC GAHEY stated that on another occasion, BILL 
WILSON had called her and told her that he had been involved 
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in an airplane crash but that he had survived this crash. 
She stated that she later found out this was not true 
at all. 

MC GAHEY stated that BILL WILSON has been 
married several times and has had numerous girl friends. 
She stated that several of his ex-wives and several of 
his girl friends have contacted her and asked her if 
it was true that BILL WILSON had been a prisoner of 
war. She stated that she assured all of them that this 
was not the case. 

MC GAHEY advised that in 1968, to the best of 
her recollection, BILL WILSON was living in Grandview, 
Missouri, and was working at the Wilbur Jewelry Store, 
Belton, Missouri. She stated that WILSON told her that 
he mvned this jewelry store, but she later found out 
that he just was an employee there. She stated that 
BILL WILSON never went to Memphis, Tennessee, in 1968, 
to the best of her knowledge. 

MC GAHEY stated that BILL WILSON moved to 
Columbus, Mississippi, around the first of June, 1975, 
but left Columbus, Mississippi, around the last of 
August, 1975. She stated that when he left Columbus, 
Mississippi, he moved to Starkville, Mississippi, and 
stayed there until around January, 1976. She advised 
that while he was living in Starkville, Mississippi, 
he married PAT SHINBOLA, 103 Catherine Drive, Starkville, 
Mississippi, telephone number 323-6717. MC GAHEY indicated 
that after her brother left Starkville, Mississippi, 
(and left PAT SHINBOLA) he went to the State of Texas. 
She indicated that shortly af,ter his arrival in Texas, 
he was placed in jail in San Antonio. She stated that 
she received numerous letters from BILL WILSON while 
he was incarcerated in San Antonio, Texas, and recalled 
that the jail was on "Mill Street". 

MC GAHEY advised that BILL WILSON was married 
to BETTY WADE, 233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas, for 
several years. She stated that to the best of her 
recollection, her brother was married to BETTY WADE in 
1968. She stated that he received a divorce from her on 
one occasion and that they later remarried. MC GAHEY 
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advised that her brother and BETTY WADE had three 
children, one daughter and two sons. 

Me GAHEY advised that their daughter is 
DEBBIE JONES, 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer #106, 
Belvidere, Illinois, telephone number 815-543-9734. 

Me GAHEY advised that BILL WILSON's oldest 
son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 3117 Livingston, 
Fort Worth, Texas. She stated that WILSON's youngest 
son, MARK WILSON, has been recently married and she 
is not certain where h~ is presently living. 

Me GAHEY advised that BILL WILSON's former 
mother and father-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. VERNON HOTTEN, 
reside at 3095 Ruskin Road, Bartlett, Tennessee, and 
subscribes to telephone number 901-386-4628. 

Me GAHEY stated that BILL WILSON married an 
individual in San Marcos, Texas, whose first name was 
JOANN and whose last name she did not know. She stated 
that this individual resides at 113 Mill Street, 
San Marcos, Texas, and subscribes to telephone number 
512-392-4025. Me GAHEY stated that JOANN indicated 
to her in a telephone conversation on one occasion 
that she planned to divorce BILL WILSON and during 
the same conversation she asked Me GAHEY whether or 
not WILSON had, in fact, been a prisoner of war. 
Me GAREY stated that she told JOANN that he had never 
been a prisoner of war. 

Me GAHEY stated that she, as the oldest child 
in the family, has always felt an obligation to look out 
for the interest of her brothers and sisters. She stated 
that she has been quite concerned for the past several 
years with the behavior pattern of her brother, BILL 
WILSON. She stated that on more than one occasion she 
has discussed the possibility of admitting him to an 
institution for alcoholics with her brother, ALLYSON WILSON, 
who lives in Reform, Alabama. She stated that both she 
and ALLYSON WILSON feel that their brother, BILL WILSON, 
desperately needs some type of help. 
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The following investigation 'VIas conducted by 
SA GHYNNE Lo HUPFER at Columbus, Mississippi, on 
August 19, 1978: 

A physical observation of 401 5th Street South~ 
Columbus, Mississippi~ revealed that t4is is the address 
of the Candle\vood Apartments .. 

JAMES LANCASTER, 810 Holland Avenue. advised 
that he is the owner of the Candle\l7ood Apartments 0 

LANCASTER stated that he does not recall anyo~e by the 
name BURGESS AUDIE \.JILSON 7 JRo, or BILL HILSON, renting 
an apartment from him.. LANCASTER advised. hmiever, that 
he has had a great deal tUTI10VerS in these apartments 
over the past several years and he could not possibly 
recall all his tenants by name~ LN~CASTER advised 
that his daughter, RITA BRO'h7NLEE~ was the resident 
manager of the Candle't·lOoci Apartments for him for several 
yearse He stated that she might recall this i.ndividual o 

RITA BROm\fLEE~ 3504 Camilia Circle, advised that 
she 't!las the resident manager of Candlewood Apartm€:nts 
during portions of 1974 and all of 1975 and 19769 BaOWNLEE 
advised that she does not recall anyone named BURGESS 
ADDIE HILSON, JR 0, or BILL \·VILSON renting an apartmant 
from her" She stated, however, that she located a payment 
from a BILL WILSON? dated July 16, 1975, for apartment -ifo9 
at the Candlet'lOod Apartments 0 She advised that this is 
the only record she could find of this individual and 
stated that he must have paid his rent payments in casho 

DONALD BEARD, Columbus Police Department 9 
advised that their records indicate BURGESS A.. HILSON 
was the complainant and victim of a strong-arm robbery 
on August 7, 19750 BEARD advised that is the only record 
they have of a BURGESS A. HILSON in their fileso 

BEARD stated that they have a record of a BILL 
HILSON t Apartment 11=9 9 Candle,vood Apartments ~ as being 
the subject of a disturbance call on August 7, 1975, and 
again on August 13, 19750 BEARD advised that a revie1;v of 
his records indicate that on both of these occasions another 
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tenant at the Candle'\'Jood Apartments had called the 
police to complain of excessive noise at the apartment 
of BILL \·lILSO~. Both of these. incidents \Vere handled 
by officers of their department with no arrests being 
made and no charges being filed. 

BARBARA HENSON p Dispatcher, Lovmdes County 
Sheriff's Office, advised that their records are negative 
concerning BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR .. , or BILL HILSON. 
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Mr. WILLIAM DON GLADDEN, age 46, white male, 
Route 3, Box 205-H-3 (Meadowlark Drive), Gulf Park Estates, 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi (telephone number 875-3518), was 
contacted at the Seasons and Reasons Gift Shop located at 
2446 Highway 90 East, Ocean Springs, Mississippi (telephone 
number 875-2531). Mr. GLADDEN furnished the following 
information: 

He is employed as the manager of the Social 
Security Administration Office in Gulfport, Mississippi 
(telephone number 896-3221), but also is owner of the above 
noted gift shop along With his wife, ALICE A. GLADDEN. 
GLADDEN advised that he and his wife opened the gift shop 
in Ocean Springs on July 3, 1978. 

On or about July 26, 1978, a man came to the gift 
shop and identified himself as "Bill" WILSON. He talked with 
GLADDEN's wife stating that he was getting ready to open a 
watch repair business in the Edgewater Shopping Mall in 
Biloxi, Mississippi, and wanted to use the GLADDEN's gift 
shop as a pickup point for watches to be repaired. Mrs. 
GLADDEN discussed the matter with her husband and he and 
WILSON agreed approximately four or five days later to vermit 
WILSON t~ rent repair shop space in the rear of GLADDEN s 
g-ift shop. 

According to GLADDEN, neither he nor his wife had 
ever met WILSON before but he was a friendly outgoing 
individual whanthey came to trust. He was a very good 
worker and always was the first one to open the store in 
the morning. WILSON paid his own money for a lot of radio 
ads for his watch repair business. tf.[LSON had some of his 
own jewelry·and watch repair equipment but after moving into 
GLADDEN's gift shop, spent several thousand dollars_of his 
own money for additional equipment. GLADDEN advised that 
the only investment he (GLADDEN) had in the watch repair 
effort was that he agreed to go in half with WILSON on an 
$800 sign for the store. 

GLADDEN again described WILSON as being a very 
fast, good worker, who was tactful with customers and was 
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always trying to "drum up new business". According 
to GLADDEN, all signs were that BILL WILSON was going to 
stay with the gift shop as a watch repairman on a permanent 
basis. After a few days, WILSON advised Mr. and Mrs. 
GLADDEN that he had changed his mind about opening up 
a watch and jewelry repair business in the Edgewater Mall, 
Bilqxi, Mississippi. 

GLADDEN advised that neither he nor his wife 
ever visited the WILSON residence 'in Ocean Springs but 
it was their understanding that WILSON resided in Apartment 
No. 9 at the Twin Pines Motel on Highway 90 in Ocean Springs 
for several days after first arriving in town. Later 
WILSON advised the GLADDENs that he had moved to a residence 
located at Route 6, Box 387, Ocean Springs (telephone number 
875-9542). GLADDEN advised that this residence apparently 
is located on the Vancleave Road north of the Ocean Springs 
Hospital. WILSON told the GLADDENs that the house is owned 
by an unidentified friend who was letting him live there 
in exchange for keeping the house in good repair. 

GLADDEN advised that WILSON is an excellent pilot. 
GLADDEN and his son flew with WILSON in a rented plane and 
according to GLADDEN, WILSON appeared to know everything 
about flying the plane and could handle it well in rough 
weather. GlADDEN did not know the extent of WILSON's education 
but described him as being an "extremely intelligent manit. 
WILSON would come and go in the shop every day and had numerous 
advertising fliers ptinted up which he apparently hand 
delivered in various businesses around the Ocean Springs area. 

GLADDEN advised that sometime after WILSON began 
working at his watch repair business in Ocean Springs, he 
became aware that WILSON had a drinking problem. The drinking 
problem, however, did not effect WILSON's work because he 
would come into the shop early every morning and do all of 
the watch repairs that were waiting for him and then he would 
leave for the day. GLADDEN advised that one salesman (identity 
unrecalled) ~h9 apparently had some contact with WILSON 
stated that WILSON told him that he had a drinking problem 
but was trying to work hard at the watch repair business in 
order to defeat this problem. 
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On August 17, 1978, at around 11:45 p.m. 
WILSON telephoned ALICE GLADDEN at the GLADDEN residence 
in Ocean Springs. He ~sked to speak to WILLIAM p. GLADDEN 
who at that time was asleep. GLADDEN answered the phone and 
WILSON told him that he had to seehhn and his wife immediately 
about a matter which would not wait until the morning. WILSON 
refused to come to the GLADDEN residence and stated that 
they should meet at the gift shop to discuss a matter of 
"national urgency". GLADDEN stated that he became worried 
at WILSON's insistance so besides his wi·fe, he took his 18 
year old son along and met WILSON at the gift shop at 12:15 
a.m. on August 18, 1978. 

WILSON arrived at the gift shop at the appointed 
time driving his old model blue Chevrolet with a white top 
and unrecalled Louisiana license tags. He had been drinking 
because his breath smelled of alcohol and his eyes were 
extremely red; however, he did not talk like an intoxicated 
person. He appeared very depressed according to GLADDEN. 

WILSON opened the conversation by saying, "I am 
the mystery man." When questioned by GLADDEN as to what 
he meant by this remark WILSON said, "I am the man that 
murdered Martin Luther King." GLADDEN advised that WILSON 
then talked with him for the next hour and 15 minutes about 
how he had grown up in Grenada, Mississippi, where his father 
was a Baptist preacher. WILSON described how his father's 
church was open for local blacks to worship in and they were 
treated like neighbors. When the racial unrest was runninR rampant in the State of Mississippi in 1967 some "northern 
blacks came to the church escorted by FBI Agents. WILSON's 
father welcomed them to the church only if they were not there 
"for trouble". However, according to WILSON, they did come 
for trouble and his father subsequently died of a heart attack 
as a result of the racial unrest. . 

WILSON then stated again that, "I am the one that 
pulled the trigger." He stated that the KING killing was 
a conspiracy and that he ~rVas the logical one to pull the 
trigger. WILSON told the GLADDENs that he had been with the 
Government (not further described) and had been involved in 
undeclared wars (not further described). WILSON also said that 
he knew MARTIN LUTHER KING's father and brother and grew up 
right next door to KING's cousin and knew the entire family. 
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(WILSON did not furnish the name of KING's cousin to the 
GLADDENs.) 

GLADDEN advised that WILSON told him that he had 
purchased a white Mustang for his daughter and that it was 
similar to a vehicle which GLADDEN had purchased for his 
daughter in Ocean Springs. WILSON told GLADDEN that his 
daughter had driven the white MUstang to Memphis, Tennessee, 
just prior to the KING assassination. WILSON was supposed 
to be in Kansas City, Missouri, at the time of the assassina
tion and had alibis to prove it when actually hebbo was in 
Memphis. 

WILSON told GLADDEN that JAMES EARL RAY was the 
"fall guy". He said that RAY only saw him twice but WILSON 
knew who RAY was. RAY was stJt.POsed to have gotten away clean. 
WILSON said that he was surprised that RAY has bro~ght it 
all back up again inasmuch as he (RAY) is probably due for 
parole in about two years. 

WILSON told GLADDEN, ":You won't see me anymore 
after tonight." He wanted the GLADDENs to have his watch 
repair equipment. WILSON again insisted to the GLADDENs 
that the KING assassination was a "group conspiracy". 
WILSON stated that he would only deal with the "Sheriff 
of Memphis, Tennessee, W:pin tilLSON use to fly with". WILSON 
also said that he felt the Government (not further described) 
wanted the KING killing to happen and he (WILSON) knew it 
needed to be done and did not expect to get much time for it. 

WILSON told GLADDEN that he was not sor~ he did 
the KING killing since the "niggers are better off'. Later 
in their conversation WILSON did say he was sorry that he had 
pulled the trigger. 

WILSON told the GLADDENs that the Sheriff of Memphis 
had talked to him on the telephone and had agreed to meet 
WILSON in the Gulfport, Mississippi, Holiday Inn the morning 
of August 18, 1978. WILSON speculated that he would probably 
be allowed to have a television set in his cell and would 
probably be allowed to repair watches or give instruction 
in watch repair while in prison. 
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WILSON also told the GLADDENs that he fired the 
shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING not from 50 yards but 
from about 50 feet away and he saw the bullet hit. WILSON 
said that, ItI shot the shit out of him and saw it fly.1t 
WILSON never mentioned the type of gun he used nor did he 
tell the GLADDENs the location from which he allegedly fired 
the shot. 

At one voint during their conversation, WILSON 
looked at GLADDEN s son who apparently appeared disturbed 
by WILSON's revelations. WILSON told GLADDEN's son that he 
could tell he did not approve of what he had done but that 
he had better keep his nose out of it. 

WILSON, who apparently had served in the U. S. 
Air Force, indicated that he had worked in some type of 
investigative work while in the military service. 

WILSON kept bringing up the fact that he was 
going to meet with the Sheriff of Memphis, Tennessee, the 
morning of August 18, 1978, and even offered to furnish 
GLADDEN this individual's name and telephone number if he 
wanted it for verification. GLADDEN declined. 

WILSON said that he had gone through 10 years of 
hell because he killed KING. He said that it had ruined 
26 years of a good marriage and now his can~qe was bothering 
him more than ever in the last few years. 

WILSON referred to a sketch of the KING murder 
suspect which apparently had been recently shot~ on television 
and told GLADDEN that the sketch was almost an exact likeness 
of him (WILSON). 

WILSON said that he has a sister in Fulton, 
Mississippi, who telephoned him in Ocean Springs after the 
sketch was shown on television saying that the sketch looked 
exactly like,him. According to WILSON he called his sister 
and other members of his family to let them know he was 
turning himself in. 
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GLADDEN advised that at the end of their 
conversation, WILSON left the gift shop and drove east 
on Highway 90. GLADDEN feels sure that WILSON probably 
drove to the Angular's Inn Tavern which is located a 
short distance from the gift shop and was apparently 
frequented by WILSON. 

GLADDEN advised that shortly before noon on 
August 18, 1978, he was telephonically contacted by WILSON 
who said that he was now at home and that he had been to 
the Holiday Inn in Gulfport, Mississippi, accompanied by 
"the father" (not further identified). The sheriff of 
Memphis, Tennessee, had not shown up; however, there were 
individuals there believed by WILSON to be FBI Agents. He 
believed he had been betrayed and was now' ready to "blow 
anyone's head off who comes to my house except the father". 
About three hours after this conversation WILSON walked into 
GLADDEN's gift shop. He was clean and neat and told GLADDEN 
that he apparently had been in touch with the FBI and that 
the FBI was not going to do anything to him. According 
to GLADDEN, WILSON indicated that he had worked out some 
"bargain" with the FBI and now WILSON wanted to live a normal 
routine life. He asked GLADDEN if he could continue working 
in the watch repair business. GLADDEN advised WILSON that 
he and his wife were seriously contemplating selling the 
business and they would make no decision about retaining 
him. 

Outside the possibility that WILSON had a drinking 
problem, GLADDEN observed nothing unusual about the person 
and did not consider him to be "the typical psychopath". 
GLADDEN stated that in his job as manager of the Social 
Security Office he deals with a lot of people who have 
mental problems. He does not fit WILSON into any of the 
categories of mental imparities that he has observed. He 
recalled that he has heard a lot about WILSON's past life 
but nothing about his activities within the past 10 years. 
He recalled WILSON saying he had been married five times, 
twice to the same woman. WILSON said that he had been on the 
Mississippi Coast only for about three months even though he 
grew up in the State of Mississippi. 
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GLADDEN described WILSON as a white male, five 
feet eight, medium build, 155 to 170 pounds, graying hair, 
age 46, with a red ruddy complexion. WILSON is apparently 
partial to~ and CocamCola. 
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PARKER W. NEELY, 1814 Short Main Street, Columbus~ 
Mississippi, advised he did business until 1976 as the 
Box 4-N Gun Shop. His business concerned gunsmithing. 
NEELY's records reflect on July 17, 1975, B. A. WILSON, JR., 
Starkville, Mississippi, brought in an Arisaka 25 caliber 
rifle, which rifle 'vas a Japanese military type with the 
serial number obliterated o The rifle was a long barrel 
model. NEELY redid the stock and action. The gun "Jas in 
working order when he got it. The gun was picked up on 
December 9t 1975. ~~ELY advised all other records regarding 
the gun were destroyed; however, he does recall the subject 
as he sold the subject a Colt Diamondback 38 revolver, two 
inch barrel, for which the subject still owes him. NEELY 
stated he determined later the subject was arrested somewhere 
in west Texas and this reVtolver was confiscated. NEELY could 
provide no other information regarding the subject or his 
activities. NEELY did recall the subject stated he obtained 
the rifle from some individual in Tupelo, Mississippi, name 
unrecalled. 

[\UG t:, 3 1978 
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Mrs. CHRISTINE (LEON) GUNTHARP was telephqnically 
contacted at Fulton, Mississippi, telephone number 862-9355. 
Mrs. GUNTHARP advised that she is the sister of BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, JR., and resides at Route 1, Box 36, Fulton, 
Mississippi. 

Mrs. GUNTHARP advised that her br.other BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, JR., is connnonly known as "Bill". Mrs. GUNTHARP 
stated that she has another brother, ALLISON WILSON, age 50, 
who resides in Reform, Alabama. Her sister LYDIA MC GAHEY 
resides at 2008 East Zth Avenue North, Columbus, Mississippi, 
telephone number 327-1141. 

Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that she has had extremely 
limited contact with "Bill" during the last 11 years since 
her father's death. Mrs. GUNTHARP related that her father 
B. A. WILSON, SR., was a Baptist minister in Grenada, 
Mississippi, and died in 1967. Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that 
it was agreed prior to her father's death that she, CHRISTINE, 
would be named executrix of the will which would leave all of 
B. A. WILSON's personal property to his wife LILLY who was 
his second wife and stepmother to each of the children. Mrs. 
GUNTHARP stated that her stepmother LILLY WILSON remained 
alive until 1976 and during her life span from 1967 until 1976 
she was extremely dependant upon others for assistance. 
Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that she and her sister LYDIA were the 
only children to show any concern for LILLY WILSON's needs. 
GUNTHARP stated that she therefore handled the disbursement 
of the WILSON estate in accordance with the interest of each 
of the "brothers and sisters. She stated that this created 
hard feelings with the brothers since they did not feel as 
though they were receiving an equitable share of the estate. 
She advised that "Bill" seemed to be extremely upset over this 
matter and, in fact, called the GUNTHARP residence on one 
occasion several weeks ago stating that CHRISTINE had "killed" 
her brother referring to ALLISON who resides in Reform, 
Alabama. Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that she understood her brother 
"Bill" to mean that her handling of the estate was responsible 
for her brother ALLISON's death. Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that 
ALLISON is alive and healthy and this statement by "Bill" was 
totally incorrect. Mrs. GUNTHARP advised that her deceased 

Interviewed on _......:8/:.....1_9.....,1_7_8 __ at ~elo, Mississippi File # Jackson 62-544 -' 'flJ 

by ___ SA~D~O~N~A~L~D-=H~._G~R~E=E=~~/=n~jb~ __________ __ Date dictated __ ---=8.L/:..::2:..::1:..!.../...,;..7-=8 ___ _ 
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father tried to get help for "Bill" on a number of 
occasions concerning "Bill's" alcoholic and mental 
problem. Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that her brother is a 
heavy drinker and tends to fabricate stories when under 
the influence of alcohol. Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that 
"Bill" will fabricate various types of stories to gain 
attention. She recalled an incident whereupon she was 
contacted by "Bill" just prior to entering the hospital 
whereupon "Bill" told her that he was going to the 
penitentiary. Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that this was totally 
untrue. 

Mrs. GUNTHARP explained that "Bill" entered the 
United States Air Force by forging his father's signature 
at age 14 or 15 and remained in the Air Force for almost 
20 years. She advised that he served one tour in England 
for approximately three years and resigned prior to 
completing his 20-year tour. She described her brother 
as being a very intelligent individual who was capable of 
piloting planes and conducting a jewelry and watch repair 
business. She advised that he had been involved in insurance 
sales in the past. 

Mrs. GUNTHARP advised that her brother has been 
married five times and she has learned through family 
conversations that her brother "Bill" told one of his 
wives that he had been a prisoner of war in the past. Mrs. 
GUNTHARP stated this is also untrue. 

Mrs. GUNTHARP advised that her brother had threatened 
her husband LEON in the past over the will settlement and she 
and her husband have very little to do with him in view 
of his erratic behavior. 

Mrs. GUNTHARP stated that she recalls her brother 
"Bill" living in or near Kansas City, Missouri, in the past 
where he was involved in some type of air freight service. 
She stated that her brother has lived in Memphis, Tennessee, 
in the past when he was married to BETTY LOU (Last Name 
Unknown). She stated that "Bill" has a high school education 
and completed a portion of college through the United States 
Air Force. She advised he has one daughter DEBORAH ANNE who 
resides in Bellview, Illinois, and two sons STEVE and MARK 
ANTHONY. 

2 
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Mrs. GUNTHARP concluded by stating that she has 
very little confidence in any statements made by her brother 
in view of her past experience with him. 

3 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI'ON 
c ,- ',. 

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

SAN ANTONIO MEMPHIS 8/30/78 8/18-23/78 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka; SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV mmk DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - CHARACTER OF CASE VICTIM 

CR - CONSPIRACY 

. 

REFERENCES: Memphis teletype to the Bureau, dated 8/18/78; 
San Antonio teletype to the Bureau, dated 8/18/78; 
Dallas teletype to the Bureau, dated 8/19/78; 
Jackson teletype to the Bureau, dated 8/19/78; 
San Antonio teletype to the Bureau, dated 8/19/78: 
San Antonio teletype to the Bureau, dated 8/21/78; 
Bureau teletype, dated 8/22/78; 
San Antonio teletype, dated 8/23/78; 
Jackson teletype, dated 8/23/78; and 
Jackson teletype, dated 8/24/78. 

RUC -

ADMINISTRATIVE 

A review of San Antonio indices revealed that BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, JR. is a subject of San Antonio file 29-2620 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED o NONE ACQUlT- CASE HAS BEEN: 
~IPRETRIAL FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS CON VIC. DIVERSION 

I 
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR DYES DNo 

PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER SIX MONTHS DYES DNO 

SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW APPROVED IN CHARGE . - -COPIES MADE: "'~ _t2'1'l \. ~-'-I 4-Bureau (44-38861) . .. ~" 
:~jED~!;;:JEXEi) ...... :'",,111\ 

3-Memphis (44-1987 Sub M) ~."" ILl1t~HLl:.iJ I '\ IIV ... 
""-./ ~l-USA, Memph{s, Tenne~see) , 

1- ackson (62-544) I SEP 6 1978 
I-San Antonio (44-1242) 

Oi ssemination Record of Attached Report 
Agency 

Request Reed. 

Date Fwd.," 

How Fwd. 

By 
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SA 44-1242 

captioned "BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., BF&E, 00: San Antonio." 
WILSON allegedly defaulted on a $1,000.00 note at the Kyle 
State Bank, Kyle, Texas, and in a security agreement and 
financing statement filed with the Hayes County District 
Clerk's Office, WILSON indicated that the $1,000.00 note was 
obtained to purchase cattle. 

By teletype, dated August 24, 1978, Jackson Division 
requested San Antonio to re-interview WILSON regarding a dis
crepancy in the registration number of the Bonanza Aircraft he 
claimed he owned at the time of KING's death. This interview 
was not conducted based on telephonic instructions received 
from ASAC, Memphis Division, on August 24, 1978. 

B* 
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FD·204 (Rev. 3·3.59) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: "l-U. S. Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee 

Report of: THOMAS E. MOOOY, IV Office: San Antonio, Texas 
Date: 8/30/78 

Field Office File #: 44-1242 Bureau File #: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS .- CONSPIRACY 

Synopsis: NCIC inquiry revealed BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., born 
8/28/31, in Mississippi, Social Security Account Number (SSAN) 
422-34-1275, wanted by New Braunfels, Texas, Police Department
as Probation Violator as of 8/18/78. WILSON presently on pro
bation out of Comal County District Court, Texas, for theft over 
$200.00 and under $10,000.00. WILSON previously treated at 
McKenna Memorial Hospital, New Braunfels, Texas, and Veterans 
Administration (VA) Hospital, San Antonio, Texas. No record 
located for treatment of mental disorders. Results of record 
reviews of both hospitals, Comal County District Court Clerk's 
Office, Comal County Probation Office, Comal County Sheriff's 
Office, and interview of ex-wife set forth. 

- RUC -

DETAILS: 

AT' SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

On August 18, 1978, inquiry of the National Crime . 
Information Center (NCIC) revealed that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 
born August 28, 1931, in Mississippi, Social Security Account 
Number (SSAN) 422-34-1275, Texas Drivers License Number 77911315, 
was wanted by the New Braunfels, Texas, Police Department as a 
Probation Violator, date of ,.,arrant April 18, 1978. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Clerk DAVID A. WALL: 

AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

, NW 65~i11~l'<Ifl1'-.m~~~iiUifr.~1ation. nor conclu.ion. o(the FBI. It i. the property of the FBI and i. loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
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A review of the records, Identification Bureau, Bexar 
County Jail, San Antonio, Texas, on August 18, 1978, indicated 
that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., white male, born August 28, 1931, 
height 5'11 11

, hair black, eyes brown, was booked into the Bexar 
County Jail on June 19, 1972 on Contempt of Court charges out of 
State District Court 57 (case number F248-084). WILSON served 
twelve days and was released on June 30, 1972. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Clerk CARMEN J. HINES:' 

AT SAN ANTONIO, TEx..~S 

On August 21, 1978, a review of court records, Bexar 
County 57th District Court, San Antonio, Texas, revealed WILSON 
was incarcerated for Contempt of Court growing out of a civil 
suit entitled "Allison-Kaufmann Company, a California corporation, 
v. North $tar Diamond Corporation (case number F248-084) of which 
WILSON was listed as the owner. This civil suit involved a fraud 
case and WILSON was incarcerated following his refusal to furnish 
the court with an inventory of merchandise in his possession 
belonging to Allison-Kaufmann Company. This incarceration did 
not involve any action growing out of child support. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent WAYNE SMITH: 

\ . AT SAN MARCOS, TEXAS 

On August 19, 1978, JO ANN CHILDRESS, 113 Mill, San 
Marcos, Texas, advised that she met BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 
also known as Bill Wilson, at Sadler, Texas, in September, 1977, 
and they were married in Nov.ember of 1977. They separated 
February 15, 1978 and the divorce was finalized OIl April 26, 1978. 
On August 12, 1978, she received a telephonic message from WILSON 
indicating that he was in the state of Tennessee and was involved 
in an automobile accident. WILSON stated that as a result of 
this accident both of his legs were amputated. CHILDRESS advised 
that WILSON is a "very convincing liar and a con-man". He has 
never mentioned the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING and has never dis
played any hatred or dislike for members of the black race. 

2 
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According to CHILDRESS, she believes that WILSON was in the 
United States Army during 1968, and WILSON has stated that 
he was a Prisoner Of War (POW) during the Vietnam conflict. 
She is aware that WILSON visited the Veterans Administration 
(VA) Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. on several occasions, but 
she possesses no knowledge of him suffering from any psychiatric 
problems. By previous marriage, WILSON has three children, two 
sons and one daughter, locations not known by CHILDRESS. 

CHILDRESS advised that it is her personal opinion 
that WILSON is sick and she is not in a position to provide any 
information regarding his wher~abouts in 1968 other than the 
fact that he did mention that he once resided in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

3 
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" TEM:eya 

e· 

The following investigation was conducted at 
San Antonio, Texas, by SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV: 

On August 22, i978, MARG~ MARTIN, Records, 
Veterans Administration (VA) Hospital, after having been 
furnished an Authority to Release Medical Information 
executed by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., furnished the 
following background and descriptive data: 

" . 

Name 
VA Claim Number 
Social Security 

Account Number 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
U. S. Air Force 

Service Number 
Dates of Service 

'Type of Disch~rge 
Address 

Occupation 
Relatives 

BURGESS A. WILSON 
14592430 

422-34-1275 
August 28, 1931 
Fulton, Mississippi 

142 25 795 
May 2, 1947 -

Fepruary, 1960 
Honorable 
2601 Westward Drive 
Apartment 104 
San Antonio, Texas 
(June, 1976) 

Route 4, Box 620-D 
Canyon Lake, Texas 78130 
(August 4, 1976) 

Jeweler 
STEPHEN WILSON (Son) 
5627 Cu1ebra 
San Antonio, Texas 
Telephone 433-0588 

Further review of the record indicated that no 
compensation was being received from the VA by WILSON and 
that he had received no treatment at that facility for 
mental disorders. In June, 1976, his claim folder was located 
in the Wichita VA Center. 

4 
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On June 27, 1976, WILSON was admitted as an 
in-patient to the VA hospital in San Antonio for insect 
bites. Initial diagnosis indicated Cellulitis of the right 
knee, Lymphangitis and Lymphadenitis: inflammation of lymph 
glands and multiple pus nodules on all extremities and neck. 
Additional diagnosis included chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease; mild cardio infarction and a questionable cerebral 
vascular attack at age 30. 

On June 29, 1976, WILSON went on pass from the 
hospital to visit his son who had been involved in a motor
cycle accident in Dallas, Texas. WILSON did not return to 
the hospital. 

On August 4, 1976, WILSON was treated as an out
patient for lime burn on his left foot. He was seen and 
released. On August 6, 1976, he telephonically contacted 
the hospital to report that his foot was healing properly. 

On December 11, 1976, he was aga·in treated as an 
out-patient for a swollen left elbow. He returned on 
December 14, 1976, for additional treatment. On December 21, 
1976, WILSON failed to keep an appointment at the VA hospital 
for additional treatment and has not been treated subsequent 
to that time. 
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The following investigation was conducted at 
New Braunfels', Texas, by SA THOMAS E. l-100DY, IV: 

On August 22, 1978, WALTER FELLERS, Sheriff, Comal 
County, advised that BURGESS WILSON, also known as BILL WILSON, 
Texas Department of Public Safety Number 1808984, had been 
incarcerated in the Comal County Jail on the fpllowing occasions: 

, . 

Arrest Number 
Date 
Charge 

Address 

Disposition 

'Arrest Number 
Date 
Charge 
Address 

Arrest Number 
'Date 
Charge 

Address 

'Arres't Number 
Date 
Charge 

. Address 

Disposition 
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A 8491 
March 1, 1976 
Theft Over $200 and under 

$10,000 
401 5th Street 
South Columbus, Mississippi 
Pled guilty and sentenced 

to 8 years in the Texas 
Department of Corrections -
probated to 8 years 

8942 
June 8, 1976 
Violation of Probation 
401 5th Street 
South Columbus, Mississippi 

9636 
November 21, 1976 
Violation of Probation 

(Capias Number 7721) 
Route 4, Box 6206 
Canyon Lake, Texas 

A 10576 
July 13, 1977 
'Violation of Probation 
Route 4, Box 6206 
Canyon Lake, Texas 
On bond to District Court 
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Sheriff FELLERS advised that a Deputy from his office 
departed on August 22, 1978, en route to Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi to return WILSON to New Braunfels, Texas. He 
indicated that he expects WILSON to be returned prior to 
the end of the week. 

7 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA THOMAS E'. MOODY, IV at New Braunfels, Texas: 

On August 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, Clerk, District 
Clerk's Office, Comal County District Court, New Braunfels, 
Texas, made available for review the records of the Comal 
County District Court. She noted that on the day BURGESS 
WILSON was scheduled to appear in Comal County District 
Court in connection with his divorce proceedings set forth 
hereinafter, he was admitted to the McKenna Memorial 
Hospital for an"alleged"rattlesnake bite. His attorney, 
IRVIN BOAru~ET of New Braunfels, withdrew from the case 
following this incident. 

A review of the Comal County District Court 
records revealed that on September 3, 1974, WILSON was 
indicted by a Comal County Grand Jury for Theft Over 
$200, a color television set being the property of DOROTHY E. 
WIMBERLY, under Cause Number 7520, in the 22nd Judicial 
District Court. An arrest warrant was served on WILSON 
on September 20, 1974, in Baxter County, Arkansas 
(Mountain Home). WILSON waived extradition and restitution 
was made. The charge ·was formally dismissed on March 30, 
1976. 

On February 7, 1975, an information was filed 
in Comal County District Court charging WILSON with Theft 
By Check. A capias was issued on February 7, 1975. WILSON, 
also known as WILLIAM WILSON, Highway 5, Mountain Home, 
Arkansas, was doing business as Ozark Jewelry and Watch 
Repair,. (501) 425-8636. The charge was subsequently 
dismissed on December 22, 1977. 

On August 7, 1974, WILSON was indicted by the 
Grand Jury in Carnal County for Theft of Over $200 and 
Under $10,000 from ALBERT J. CRAUSE, Apartment 18, 1786 
Austin Highway, San Antonio, Texas, under Ca.JSe Number 7712. 
WILSON pled guilty to this charge on March 11, 1976,~at 
which time the following other charges were pending 
against him: 

8 
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Cause Number 7520 

Cause Number 7686 

Cause Number 21,797 

Theft Over $200 -
To be dismissed upon 
Restitution 

Theft Under $200 -
To be dismissed upon 
Restitution 

Pending in the 18th 
Judicial District Court, 
Johnson County, Texas -
Criminal non-support case 

Case Pending in Oktibbeh, 
Mississippi - Fraud by 
False Pretenses 

WILSON's spouse at that time was listed as 
PATRICIA WILSON, 103 Catherine Drive, Starkville, Mississippi., 

As a result of WILSON's guilty plea, he was placed 
on 8 years probation by the 22nd Judicial District Court, 
Coma1 County, beginning March 25, 1976. He was to report 
weekly to the Probation Officer and pay $2500 restitution 
and $62.50 for court costs. 

On June 8, 1976, the 22nd Judicial District Court 
issued a warrant for WILSON,' s arrest for violation probation. 

'On June 9, 1976, a hearing to revoke his probation ,.,as held 
based on his appearance in the Comal County Courthouse under 
the influence of intoxicating liquors; his admission to 
frequently consuming alcoholic beverages and his failure 
and refusal to ~ay restitution. 

On June 25, 1976, an order for continuing probation 
was issued after his serving 20 days.in jail. 

9 
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On November 18, 1976, an order for arrest was 
issued by 207th Judicial District Court, Comal County, for 
WI~SON's arrest for violation of probation. The capias 
was served on November 20, 1976. On November 25, 1976, 
an order continuing probation was i~sued after WILSON 
spent four days in jail. 

On July 8, 1977, an order for WILSON's arrest 
was issued by the 207th Judicial District Court. Capias 
was served on July 9, .1977. Also on that date, an order 
for his arrest was issued by the 207th Judicial District 

~ Court for violation of probation involving the Theft of 
Over $200. The capias was served. on July 13, 1977. 

On April 18, 1978, an order was issued for 
WILSON's arrest by the 22nd Judicial District Court for 
violation of probation. The capias was issued on April 18, 
1978. 

On April 22, 1974, BETTY LOU WILSON filed a t 

petition for divorce in Comal County District Court seeking 
to dissolve her marriage to BURGESS A. WILSON. The petition 
listed a son, MARK ANTHONY WILSON, born January 25, 1958, at 
Memphis, Tennessee. In the petition BETTY LOU WILSON 
listed her address as 1505 West Canyon Lake Drive, Startzville, 
Texas, and BURGESS WILSON's address as 101-B Wonderland 
Shopping Center, Timex Center, San Antonio, Texas. The 
petition indicated' that they were married on February 25, 
1967, and separated on March 28, 1974. 

In a cross petition filed by BURGESS WILSON on 
~y 21, 1974, he indicated that they were originally married 
on December 13, 1948, and divorced on August 28, 1966, in 
Memphis, Tennessee. They were remarried on February 28, 1967, 
and separated on March 28, 1974. 

The cross petition indicated that the son, 11ARK 
ANTHONY WILSON, was residing with WILSON's daughter, DEBORAH 
ANN JONES. A degree of divorce was entered on June 27, 1974, 
granting custody of MARK ANTHONY WILSON to BETTY LOU WILSON 
and requiring BURGESS A. WILSON to pay child support. A 
motion for Contempt was filed on August 19, 1974, as WILSON 
was in arrears in child support payments. The court has been 
unable, until this time, to locate WILSON for the purpose of 
serving the necessary papers. 

10 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV at New Braunfels, Texas: 

On August 22, 1978, FRANK ALLEN, Probation Officer, 
Coma 1 County, New Braunfels, Texas, advised that BURGESS 
WILSON was referred to his office for pre-sentence investigation 
on March 11, 1976. As a result of his pre-sentence 
investigation, he reported that the chances of successful 
probation by WILSON would be poor. 

ALLEN stated that he"did not believe WILSON to be 
capable of violence and noted that WILSON experiences 
illusions of grandeur and is capable of telling "wild 
stories" when drinking. 

A review of the records of the Comal County 
Probation Office regarding WILSON revealed the following 
information: 

Name 
Date of Birth 
Race 
Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
FBI Number 
Texas Department of 

Public Safety Number 
Social Security Account 

Number 
Mississippi Driver's 

License Number 
Address 

. Spouse 
Length of Marriage 
Number of Marriages 
Number of Dependents 

11 
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BURGESS WILSON 
August 28, 1931 
White 
Male 
5'11" 
165 pounds 
Brown 
879 421 E 

1,80-898-4 

422-34-1275 

422-34-1275 
5627 Culebra, Number 1401 
San Antonio, Texas 78228 
PATRICIA ELSIA 
7 months 
3 
4 
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References 

': 
i 

'1 

1 

. Relative s 
\ 
'f 

I 
I 

·1 
I 
• · ! 
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: 
I 

·1 
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KENNETH L. KING 
Pastor, First Baptist 

Church of Canyon Lake, 
Star Route *2 
Box 94, 
New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
(S12) 964-3457 

LAWRENCE F. HUGHEY 
Route 1 
Box 1955 
Winona, Texas 
(In letter of recommendation, 
HUGHEY indicated that he 
had never known WILSON to 
be hostile, although he 
did drink too much) 

Sister: 
. , 
" 

Mrs. LYDIA MCGAHEY 
2002 East 8th Avenue 
North Columbus, 
. Mississippi 

(WILSON indicated that this 
sister is the relative who 
understands him best) 

Sister: Mrs. CHRI'STINE GUNTHORP 
Route 1 
Fulton, Mississippi 

One Brother (not further 
identified) 
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Previous Employments 

Prior Marriages 

., 13 
1 

I , 
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'. 

Crittenden Drywall 
8310-A Speedway 
San Antonio, Texas 
Telephone 341-2407 (5/76) 

Austin Power, Incorporated 
Buda, Texas 
Telephone 295-7351 (12/77) 

U. S. Air Force (May, 1947 -
February, 1960) 

Knights Life Insurance 
Memphis, Tennessee 
(July, 1963 - December, 1965) 

Prudential Insurance Company 
Memphis, Tennessee 
(February, 1960 - July, 1963) 

U. S. Air Force Reserve 
Richards - Gebaur Air 
Force Base, Missouri -

. Panel Engineer (January, 1966 -
January, 1967) 

Self-employed Jewelry and 
Watch Repairs, 
Starkville, Mississippi 
(January, 1967 - January, 
1976) 

BETTY LOU (HOOTEN) WILSON, 
December 13, 1948 - 1966; 
1966-1973 

AVIS LEA (PRUETT) WILSON, 
December 31, 1974 - June 7, 1975 
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Prior Arrests 

.e 

1963 - Los Angeles, California -
Bad Check - Restitution Made -
Dismissed 

1973 - San Antonio, Texas -
Contempt of Court - Dismissed 

1972 - San Antonio, Texas -
Post-dated check - Made.Good 

1966 -,Memphis, Tennessee -
forgery - Dismissed 

February, 1975, Mountain Home, 
Arkansas - Public Drunk -
Fined 

January, 1976, Hurst, Texas -
Child support - pending 

1974 - Fulton, Mississippi' 
OWl - Fined 

On March 25, 1976, under Cause Number 7712, WILSON 
was placed on 8 years probation by the 22nd Judicial District 
Court, Comal County, for Theft Over $200 and Under $10,000. 
The charge resulted from WILSON's taking a check for $2500 
from a supposed business partner to Dallas, Texas, for the . 
purpose of purchasing stock for their jewelry store. WILSON 
did not return. A condition of the probation was the restitution 
of $2500 and payment of court costs in the amount of $62.50. 

On June 8, 1976, WILSON reported to the Probation 
Office while under the influence of alcohol. WILSON advised 
that he had been working for the U. S. Secret Service in 
Seguin, Texas, on a cou~terfeiting ring and that members of 
this ring were attempting to kill him. He admitted to being 

-under the influence of alcohol and asked that his probation 
be revoked. WILSON was incarcerated in the Comal County Jail. 

14 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 316 



e.· 

5 
SA 44-1242 

Subsequent inquiry by ALLEN with the U.S. Secret 
Service determined that WILSON had furnished information of 
no value to that agency and that there was no counterfeiting 
ring. After approximately three days of incarceration WILSON 
advised ALLEN that the reason he had requested his probation 
be revoked was because he was seeking protection. He indicated 
that he wanted his probation continued. By report dated 
February 6, 1978, to the Probation Office, WILSON indicated 
that he was residing at 113 Mill Sereet, San Marcos, Texas, 
78666, telephone number 392-277.6. He listed his employment 
as self-employed - construction. The report indicated that 
he was living with his wife, JO ANN WILSON. 
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The following investigation was conducted at 
New Braunfels, Texas, by SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV: 

/ 
On August 22, 1978, BARBARA HARTIGAN, Records, 

-. 

McKenna Memorial Hospital, New Braunfels, Texas, after 
having been furnished an Authority to Release Medical 
Information, executed by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR, furnished 
the following background and descriptive data: 

Name 
Date of Birth 
Address 

Relatives 

occupation 
Telephone Number 

BURGESS WILSON 
August 28, 1931 
Box 1444 
Startzville, Texas 
STEPHEN WILSON fson) 
5427 Little Creek 
San Antonio, Texas 78242 
Telephone 623-4939, 
U. S. Air Force 
Retired 
899-276'4 

Medical records indicate that on May 22, 1974, 
• at 10:35 p.m., WILSON arrived at the Emergency Room, McKenna 

Memorial Hospital by ambulance experiencing severe chest pains 
and numbness of his right arm. ~xamination indicated an 
abnormal e~c~o-cardiogram. WILSON was admitted at 12:05 a.m., 
May 23, 1974. He was treated for coronary occlusion. The 
following day the pain disappeared and the electro-cardiogram 
was normal. His past medical history listed alcoholism and 
heart attack, the last "heart attack" being in 1963 in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

On May 24, 1974, WILSON left the hospital via taxi 
against medical advice at 3:20 p.m. 

-It was noted in the medical records that WILSON has 
upper dentures. 

On May 28, 1974, WILSON again appeared at the McKenna 
Memorial Hospital Emergency Room at 8:45 a.m., indicating that 
he had received a rattlesnake bite at approximately 7:30 a.m., 
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2 
SA 44-1242 

while pulling weeds at his residence near· Canyon Lake. 
He was admitted to the hospital at 9:45 a.m., with the 
initial diagnosis being "rattlesnake bite, possible~ 
toxic hepatic dysfunction probably secondary to ethanol 
intake." 

. . 

Examination of the wound revealed a slightly 
raised, scratched area on the left wrist, however, no 
fang marks were located. WILSON was determined to be 
allergic to anti-venom. Suction was applied to the wound 
area, however, no venom was located. 

His medical history indicated that he supposedly 
has carcinoma of the prostate which was diagnosed at the 
University of Tennessee about six months prior to May 30, 
1974. Patient admitted to slightly heavy use of alcohol. 

1974. 
WILSON was discharged .at _9:10 a.m., on May 30, 
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SA 44-1242 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA MANUEL MARQUEZ, JR.: 

AT'BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 

On August 23, 1978, a search with Brownsville, Texas, 
Police Department records, Cameron County Sheriff's ~ffice 
~ecords, and Cameron County Jail records, failed to reflect 
any record identifiable with BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. 

t 
\-
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FD-302 (~V. n~70) • • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

8/25/78 Date of transcription _______ _ 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., who was ~ccompanied by 
Father NOEL FANNON, Pastor, St. Elizabeth C--S~~on Catholic 
Church, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, was contacted at the 
entrance of the Holiday Inn, U. S. Highway 90, Gulfport, 
Mississippi, approximately 6:50 p.m. WILSON was advised 
of the identity of SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES and he was asked 
if he were BURGESS ADDIE WILSON and he acknowledged that 
he was WILSON and further stated that he was a junior. 

WILSON was advised that Sheriff GENE BARKSDALE 
of Memphis, Tennessee, was not at the motel to meet him; 
however, FBI Agents were there and desired to talk with 
him, particularly about his daughter's supposedly having 
driven a white Mustang from Kansas City, Missouri, to 
Memphis, Tennessee. He stated he had no information to 
furnish the FBI. 

WILSON inquired as to whether or not he was under 
arrest and he was advised that he was not under arrest. 
WILSON commented he was not going to give anyone any trouble. 
He was asked if he had any weapons on him and he stated he 
did not and that SA GRAVES could search him if he so desired. 
WILSON was then "patted down" and no weapons were felt on 
his body. 

WILSON commented that he and Father FANNON had been 
to the motel at 9:30 a.m. on August 18, 1978, and again at 
6:30 p.m. on August 18, 1978, to see Sheriff BARKSDALE and 
the Sheriff had lied to them. 

WILSON then asked Father FANNON if he would drive 
him back to the place he had been picked up and Father FANNON 
agreed to do so. 

WILSON was again advised that FBI Agents were at the 
motel and were still willing to talk with him and he reiterated 
that he had nothing to say to the FBI and, as he departed, 
commented that the FBI, in the past, had harassed his father 
without any explanation. 

Interviewed on 8/18/78 at Gulfport, Mississippi File # Jackson 62-544- rz.. 
---~.~~----, ~--~-~--~--~---

fJf/d" 
by· ___ S_A_B_E_N_J_AM~I...:N...:........::F:.....:.:-.......:G....::.R.:.:..A:..;.VE~S __ ---!..../..::..b..::..l..::..c _____ Date diclated __ -...,..._8......:/'-2_4......:/_7_8.:.--__ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be distributed oUlside your agency. 
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IN 62-544 

WILSON and Father FANNON thereafter left the area 
of the Holiday Inn in Father FANNON's 1976 Plymouth bearing 
Jackson County, Mississippi, license JAH 637, and proceeded 
east on U. S. Highway 90. 

2 
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

8/23/78 Dote of transcriplion_---'-_---'-_-,-__ 

At 6:28 p.m., SAs LOUIS S. BULLARD and GEORGE L. 
HOLDER arrived at the Holiday Inn, Gulfport, Mississippi, 
to assist in a physical observation of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, 
JR. SAs BULLARD <;lud HOLDER parked in the rear parking lot 
of the Holiday Inn. 

Approximately 6:55 p.m., SSRA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES 
instructed SAs BULLARD and HOLDER to maintain a loose sur
veillance of WILSON, who was traveling with Father NOEL 
FANNON, a Catholic priest, in a 1970 green Plymouth four-door 
sedan, bearing Jackson County, Mississippi, license JAH 637. 

SAs BULLARD and HOLDER followed FANNON's vehicle to 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, where the vehicle was stopped by 
Ocean Springs police officers, at which time WILSON was placed 
under arrest as a state probation violator from Texas. 

Interviewed on_---'-8~/_1_8....!./__'7_8=___ ___ "\~ __ --'-----L..-M-i-S-s-i-s-s-i .......... "-~-· __ File # Jackson 62-544- ~3 

SA GEORGE L. HOLDE 
by_' __ SA_L_O_U_I..:..;;, S:.........;:S:......:.:.......-,.B....:;:UL.==L::;,:A::;,:R:.....D_· :..;:",J.. __ L:......;;.,.SB-,/<-b:.....l=c,,--__ Date diclated __ --=8..!.,./....:;:2;.:;3..!.,./..;,.7....:;:8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI ond is looned to your ogency; 

if and ifs contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FO-302 (REV. 11-27-70) 

• • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of transcriPtion __ 8~/_2_3;..:;/_7_8 __ _ 

Approximately 6: 25 p.m., SA EDGAR L. O"NEILL, JR. 
arrived at the Holiday Inn, Gulfport, Mississippi, and 
instituted a physical observation in the dining room area 
to determine the possible presence of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, 
JR. and Father NOEL FANNON. From available physical descrip
tive data, it was determined that these two men were not 
then present in the dining room of the Holiday Inn. 

A few minutes later, SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES was 
observed to be talking with a man fitting the physical 
description of Father NOEL FANNON, and a few minutes 
thereafter, SA GRAVES was observed to be speaking with an 
individual fitting the physical description of BURGESS AUDIE 
WILSON, JR. 

SA GRAVES thereafter advised SA O'NEILL that he had 
been talking to BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. and that WILSON and 
Father NOEL FANNON had departed the Holiday Inn in a green 
Plymouth automobile bearing Mississippi license JAH 637, and 
SA O'NEILL was instructed to maintain a physical surveillance 
of this vehicle, which was traveling in an easterly direction 
toward Ocean Springs, Mississippi. 

SA O'NEILL maintained this vehicle under continuous 
observation until such vehicle arrived in Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi, when it was stopped by units of the Ocean Springs 
Police Department and WILSON was arrested by officers of the 
Ocean Springs Police Department for state probation violation, 
such warrant being outstanding from the State of Texas. 

Interviewed on 8/18/78 at Gulfport, Mississippi File #= Jackson 62-544-1'1 

/~ 
by. __ .::.S.:.;A::..-:;.E_D_G..:..AR~_L_._O_'_N_E_I_L_L-,,!....-JR __ • __ ----'/:..-b_l_c __ Oote diclated __ ---,-__ 8;.../_2_3.;.../_7_8 __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (REV _11-27-70) 

, F.EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

8/24/78 Dote of Iron~~ripli.on ______ _ 

Approximately 6:45 p.m., SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES 
observed a green Plymouth, bearing a Jackson County, 
Mississippi, license tag, stop in front of the Holiday 
Inn located on U. S. Highway 90, Gulfport, Mississippi. 
A white male was driving the vehicle and a white male 
was sitting on the passenger side of the vehicle. The 
individual on the passenger side got out of the vehicle 
and it was observed that he was wearing a blue shirt and 
checked trousers and he was approximately 45 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches in height, and weighed about 150 pounds. 
This individual entered the lobby of the motel. The 
driver of the vehicle parked the vehicle on the west end 
of the motel and walked to the front door of the motel. 

SA GRAVES asked the driver of the vehicle if he 
were Father (NOEL) FANNON and he acknowledged that he was. 
SA GRAVES identified himself to Father FANNON and advised 
him that GENE BARKSDALE, Sheriff of Shelby County, Memphis, 
Tennessee, was not going to meet BURGESS WILSON. He was 
advised that Agents of the FBI were in the motel and he was 
requested to tell WILSON that the Sheriff was not going to 
meet him; however, the FBI Agents were at the motel and 
desired to talk with him if he (WILSON) would agree to talk 
with the Agents. Father FANNON stated he would first like 
to talk with WILSON because Sheriff BARKSDALE had lied about 
his appearance in Gulfport. 

Father FANNON thereafter entered the motel and talked 
with WILSON in the lobby. 

Interviewed on __ ...:;.8.L../-=1...:;.8.L../...;..7...:;.8 ___ ot Gulfport, Mississippi 

jJ 1:!:J 
File # Jackson 62-544 -16 

by ___ S_A_B_E_N_J_AM_I_N_F~. _G_R_A_VE_S __ ---...:./_b_l_c ____ Date diclatecl ____ 8..:..1_2_4..;....1_7_8 __ _ 

This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI and is looned to your ogency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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REPORTING OFFIC~ OFFICE OF ORIGIN OA."!;.E INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

JACKSON NEMPHIS 9/12/78 8/1~/78 - 8/23/78 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE e" 

JAJ.'1ES EAHL RAY, aka; SA WILLTAM E. BOillH JR 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - CHARACTER OF CASE 
VICTIM . 

CR - CONSPIRACY (B) 

REFERENCE: 
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FD·204 (Rev. 3·3~S9) 

UNr. STATES DEPARTMENT OF J&IC~ 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 1 - UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, HEIYlPHIS, TENNESSEE 

Reportof:SA WILLIAIYI Eo BOOTH,. JR. 
Date: September 12, 1978 

Field Offiee File 'I: Jackson 62-544 

Title: JAMES E.lill.L RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM . 

Character; CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Office: . JACKSON 

Bureau File #: 44-38861 

Synopsis: BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., claims that he is "man that rrru.rdered 
MARTIN LUTHER KING" and conveyed this admission in recent past 
to at least eight non-law enforcement personnel (confirmed by 
enclosed interviews). WILSON arrested 8/18/78, by Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi, Police Department on probation violation from New 
Braunfels, Texas, PD and remanded to custody of Texas authorities 
on 8/23/78. WILSON variously described by relatives and 
associates as a quiet man l intelligent and coherent, while 
also at the same time, a 'problem drinker" 'livho, while under the 
influence of alcohol, loses contact with truth and reality. 

- RUC -

DETAILS: 

Thi. document contain. neither recommeooations nor conclusion. or the FBI. It i. the property or the FBI and i. loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
arc not to be di.tributed outside your agency. 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1970 0 - 406-840 
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FI.-ao~ \rh·\,. 1.-2'(,71.1) 

1 • , 
FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Datc of tranSCriplion __ 8/ 21/ 7 8 ______ _ 

Nr 0 HILLIAN DON GLADDEN ~ age 4,6 I' '\V'hi te male, 
Rout.e 3 f Box 20S·o H.,.3 (H:~adO':'lla:d~ Drive) 1 Gulf Par1~ Estates, 
OCE:an SpJ:ings ~ Nis sissippi (telephone U1hLlber 87 5 r 

.. 35l8) S' \',"as 
contacted at the Seasons and Reasons Gift Shop located at. 
2/11+6 Hight-lay 90 E.:1.st 1 Ocean Springs 'V Hississippi (telephone 
nUInber U75 c.2531) (> .Hr f> GLADDEN furnished the follmving 
informatiDn: 

He is employed as the manager of the Social 
S • ~ d •• . o<=.c • • f"!. ~.c 1.1."···· .. ecur~ty d. mnustra.tJ.on ~:.LJ.ce J..n ;.;rUl.l..port, LVllSSJ..SSJ..PPJ.. 
(telephone 7.1'lllnber 896, .. 32.21), but also is Ohmer of the above 
notHd gift shop along \·;:ith his wife 9 ALICE A .. GLADDENe> 
GLADDE7-1 advisc:;d that he and. his ,,,ife opened the gift shop 
in Ocean Springs on July 3, 1978 0 

On. or about Ju.ly 26 p 1978$' a man came. to the gift 
shop aDd :t.dE:ntificd himself as "Bill n \'JILSON.. He talked "tvith 
GLADDEN i s '~dfc stating that he '(vas getting :ceady to open a 
';'latch l~'eJ?a.:b: business :i.n the Edge"\V"ater Shopping H8.+1 in 
Bilmd~. Niss:i.ssip1:>:i. > all.d 'i<ianted to use tl).6 GLADDEN ~ s gift 
shop !-lS a pickup poin1: for "\-late-has to be repaired <' 1':;'.75" 
GLADDE:~ discussed t.he matter. \v:i.th her husband and he and 
HILSON ag'}:el~d apP1:.'ox:1.mately fOllr or five days lat?r t~.J?e:r:mit 
\'HLSON to rent repair shop space in the r.ear of GLADDt;N S 
gift shopo . . 

According to GLADDEN 9 nel ther he n.or· his "life had 
ever met HILSON before but he was a friendly outgoing 
individual \\~hQnthey crone to tJ:ust.. He vlaS a ve'r'j good 
"\'1Orker and always 'ivas the first one to open the store in 
thG morningo HILSON paid his O\V1l money for a lot of -radio 
ads for his '(>latch repair business 0 \'lILSON had some of his 
m·m je'l·;relry and '\vatcL1. repair equipment but after moving in.to 
GLADDEl'{~s gift shops-spen.t several thousand dollars of his 
0\':-11 money for additional equipmentfl GLADDEN advised that 
the only investment he (GLADDEN) had in the watch repair 
effort was that he agreed to go in half Nith HILSON on an 
$800 sign for the store o • 

GLADDEN again described HILSON as being a very 
__ --"=f.ast:~~:tQ_cL.w2rl.<W."-r_\ib.cL,N£LSj"-ac..t£.uLNLt~CllS..t..o..m.e.r.Lan!L1Y.a.s"---__ 

Intervicwcd on, 8/18/78 apee,an Spri!!.&.~ Nississipp!t=i1c # . Jackson 62"»~._)4_6._. __ 

SA ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT and 
by SA K" Po h1HrrE .. SPTJNNER~ JRo/KHS/njb __ Datc dictatcd ___ 8.....:/,-2_1.!-/_7_8 __ _ 

2 
'rhis QnclIlll('nt l~ontnins Ileither rceommenliati<llls nor COllclu~io!ls of tile FBI. It is the property of the Fill Illld is IOHned to 

Nv;o«59'9ah(l}'ol:'ld'!m8'!fR)~HP'a~'e' 3OOLo be disll'iblllcd outside your ngellcy. FEll/DO) 



• • 
ah7ays trying to "drum up ne,;,;r business H 

Q According 
to GU\.DDEN II all signs ';"ere that BILL HILSON "las going to 
stay 'i\Tith the gift shop as a vlatGh repairman on a pt:;rmanent 
basis (\ After a fev7 days 9 HILSON advised £.1r <I and itt"S 0 

GLA.DDEN that he had changed his mind about opening up 
a '\'latch and je,\-lelry repair business in the. Edge.'wat:er I'Jal1 9 
Bilmc:tll Nississippio 

GL.A.DDEN advised that neither he nor his i'life 
ever 'visited the tVILSON residence in Ocean Sprin.gs but 
it '\-;ta.s their understanding that HILSON resided in Apartment 
No o 9 at the '1'\7i11 Pines Hotel on Highway 90 in Ocean Springs 
for several days after fiJ:-st arriving in to\Am" Later 
vJILSON advised. the. GLADDENs that he had m()ved to a residence. 
loca:i:ed a.t; I:.oute 6 7 Box 387 ~ Ocean Springs (te.lepbone number 
8'75«>95L}2) 0 GLADDEN adv'ised that this residence apparently 
is located Oli. t.he Van,cleave Road north of the Ocea.n Springs 
Hospital e \'.JLCSON told the GLADDENs that th'e house is own.ed 
by ~.m. un.identified frien.d who i-;ras letting him live. there 
in. exchange for keeping the house in good repairo 

GLADDEN advised that. HILSON is an ex.celle.nt p:iJ.otl> 
GLADDEN and his son flew ,vith HILSON in a rented pla:ne and 
according to GLADDEN pHILSON appE::ared to knmv evex:ything 

~, 

about flying the plane and could handle it Hell in rough 
v;reather o GLADDEN rltd not kno\v the extent of HILSON e s education 
but described him as being an Ilextremely intelligent man" & 

HILSON would come and go in the shop every day and had Ul.lluerous 
adve:;:tising fliers p:tin.r.ed up \·;thich he apparently hand 
delivered in various businesses around the Ocean Springs area o 

GLADDEN advised that sometime after HILSON began 
working at his w'atch repair business in Ocean Springs p he 
became a';;'1are that t1"ILSON had a drinking problem o The drinking 
problem~ hO\V'ever, did not affect \\TILSON e s work because he 
ivould come into the shop early every morning and do all of 
the "latch repairs that '\vere '\o;aiting for him and then he ,\1oulc1 
leave for the dayo GLADDEN advised that one salesman (identity 
unrecalled) ,·;rho apparently had some contact '\vith HILSON 
stated that HIJ ... SON told him that he had a drinking problem 
but vJ'as trying to 'vade hard at the "latch repair business in 
order to defeat this problem o 

3 
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IN 62-544 
:5 

On August 17 f 1978 ~ at around 11 :!!5 peffia 
HILSON telepho·ne<.l ALICE GLADDEN at the GLA.DDEN residence 
in Ocean Springs t.> He as ked to speak to HILLIlJ:-i Do GLADDEN 

. who at that tirae ~'las aslGepo GL!\DDEN ans'\!7e:red the phone and 
HILSON told hi1.1 that he had to see bii11 and his wife immediately 
about a matter Hhich ,\vGuld not Hait until the morning o HILSON 
refused to come t.o the GLADDEN residence and stated that 
they should meet at the gift shop to discuss a matter of 
Hnational urgencyH to GLADDEN statGd that he became ~'lo~cried 
at ~:JILSOl'~~ s insistence so besides his h7ife!l he took his J.8 
year old son alcmg; and mGt HU.'sON at the gift shop at 12: 15 
aotn" on August: 18~ 19780 

HILSON a:rrived at the gift shop at, the appointed 
time driving his old model blue Chevrolet l>lith a "white top 
and um:ecall.e.d Louisiana lice1.1.se. tags 0 He had been drinking 
because his breath smelled of alcohol and his eyes \'1ere 
extre.mely red; hO'\'Jcve·.L', he did not talk like an :i.1:1tox:tcated 
personl:' He appee.red very depressed according to GLADDJ~No 

, HILSON open.ed the conversation by say:t.ng~ "I am 
the mystery mano\! When questioned by GLADDEN as to what 
he meant by this remark WILSON said ~ HI am the man the.t 
murdEn'ed Mart:Ln LutheJ:' King", If GLADDEN adv:i.sed that HILSON 
then talked \'lith him for the next hour and 15 minutes about 
how he had grown up in Grenada~ H1.ssissippi ~ \'1here his :Eather 
was a Baptist preache1:'o HILSON described hO\\I his father's 
church '\vas open for local blacks to worship in and they '(\Tere. 
treated. like neighbors () iifuen the. racial unI.'est \·ms runninfi 
rampant in the State o:E Hississippi in 1967 soml? fl.northe1.:'o 
blacks came to the church escorted by FBI Age.ntso HIJ..,sON Q s 
father welcomed them to the church only if they ~V'e.re not there 
Itfor t:r.ou.ble 'f

", Hmvever ll according to HILSON~ they did come 
for trouble and his fatl1.er. subsequently died of a heart attack 
as a result of the racial'unrest o 

HILSON then stated again that t fir am the one that 
pulled the trigger eo It He stated that the KING killing "vas 
a conspiracy a.nd that he ,\\7as the logical one to pu.ll the 
triggero WILSON told the GLADDENs that he had been '\'lith the 
Government (not further described) and had been involved in 
undeclared \\fars (not further described) 0 HILSON also said that 
he kne'i'] lv1ARTIN LUTHER KING is father and brother and gre~'1 up 
right next dom: to KING 0 s cousin and krte,\v the entire £amilyo 

4 
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IN 62··54·4 
If 

(HILSON did not furnish the name of KINGrs cousin to the 
GLADDENs .. ) 

GLADDEN advised that HILSON told him that he had 
purchase.d a. white Euste_ng for his daughter and thElt it was 
similar to a vehicle \vhich GLADDEN had purchased for his 
daughter in Ocean Springse HILSON told GLADDEN that his 
da.ugi:lter had driven the 'vhite Hustang to Nemphis ~ TennesseeI' 
just prim:- to the KING assassination" lnLSON was supposed 
to be in Kansas City~ Hissouri~ at the time of the assassina
tion and had alibis to prove it when actu.ally he teo '\vas in 
MemphisQ . 

HILSON told GLADDEN that JANES EARL RAY 'i'Jas the 
ftfall guytt" He said that RP .. Y only Sa'iV' him t'\9-ice but '\VILSON 
knew \\1ho RAY \!Jas" RAY '\vas sti.PI?Osad to have gotten aI/lay c1eauo 
HILSON said t.hat he \','as surprised that RAY has brought it 
all hack up again inasmt~ch. as he (RAY) is probably due. for 
parole in aboLlt t'l:'J'Q years 0 

HILSON to lcl GL4DDEN? ffyou v-JOn 0 t see me al1J'Tllore 
after t.o·night Q H He 'iv-anted the GLADDENs to have his '\';latch 
repair Gquipmentt) HILSON again insisted to the GLADDENs 
that the KING assassination ~vas a r'gro-up conspiracy-Ho 
HILSON stated that he \vould only deal ~vith the trSherif£ 
of Hemphis p Tennessee p \·i-nffi HILSON usErl to fly vlithB 

(> HILSON 
also said that he felt the Government (not further described) 
\'7anted the KING killing to happen and he (HILSON) knew it' 
needed to be done and did not expect to get much time for it(. 

\ 

HILSON told GLADDEN that he '(vas not sorry he did 
the KING killing since the Uniggers aJ:e better off 1<) Later 
in their conversa.tion HILSON did say he w'as sorry that he had 
pulled the triggero 

HILSON told the GLADDENs that the Sheriff of Memphis 
had talked to him on the telephone and had agreed to meet 
HILSON in the Gulfportr Mississippi,. Holiday Inn the morning 
of August 18 9 1978 b HILSON speculated that he \·muld probably 
be allo'\\Ted to have a television set in his cell and \vould 
probably be allmved to repair \'latches or give instruction 
in \'latch repair while in prisono 
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VlILSO!:~ also told the GLADDENs t.hat he fired the 

shot that killed Hl'.RTIN LUTHER KIi~G not from 50 yards but 
from about 50 ft:et al'my and he sa,', the bullet hit" WILSON 
said that: S' HI shot the shit out of' him and s8."iv it fly 0 It 

WILSON never mentioned the type of gun he used nor. did he 
tell the GLADDEHs the location from 'Nhich he allegedly fired 
the shot.. . 

At one ~oint during their con"(Tersation~ HILSON 
look.ed at GLADDEN s son \vho apparently appeared disturbed 
by HILSONis rcvE!lations" WILSON told GLADDENes son that he 
could tell he did not aDDrove of Ivhat he had done but that 
he had better keep his i10se out of ito 

HILSONjl \'7ho apparently had served in the Do S .. 
Air Force II indicated that he had ,'Jerked in some type of 
investigative ,.vork "\vhile in the military serviceo 

HILSON kept bringing up the fact that he "\.;ras 
going to meet \\lith. the Sher'iff of Hemphis l' Tennessee$' the 
mornj.ng of August 18, 1978~ and even offered to furnish 
GLADDEN this :Lndividualvs name and telephone;. number if he 
wanted it for verification" GLADDEN declin8de. 

HILSON said that he had gone throu.gh 10 years of 
hell beca:l.1se he killed Kll'iG c He said that it had ruined 

..' 

26 years ,of a good marriage and nOvl his conscience \Vas bothering 
him more than ever in the last fe'tl years o 

HILSON refeJ:'rad to a sketch of the KING murder 

I suspect tvhich apparently had been recently show'l1. on televis:i.on 
and told GLADDEN that the sketch 'vas almost an exact likeness 
of him \HILSON)o . 

l·llLSON said that he has a sister in Fulton, 
Mississippi? '\·;ho telephoned him in Ocean Springs after the 
sketch '\'las shm'iTI. on t.elevision saying that the sketch looked 
exactly like h1mo According to HILSON he called his sister 
and other members of his family to let them 1<nO\\1 he \Vas 
turning himself in .... 
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GLADDEN advised that at the end of their 

conversation~ llILSON left the gift shop and drove east 
on High.';,:ray gOG GLADDEN fGels sure that vlILSON probably 
drove to the Angl11ar t s Inn Tavern, \'7hich is located. a 
short dis tance from the gift shop and \Vas apparently 
frequented by HILSON", 

GLADDEN advised that shortly before noon on 
August 18 9 1978? he \Vas telephonically contacted by HILSON 
\<1ho said that he \'las Dm<7 at home and that he had been to 
the Holiday Inn in Gul£port~ Nississippi~ accompanied by, 
"the father fl (not further ident:i.£ied)o The sheriff of: 
Hemphisy Tennessee~ had not sho"ffi up; hm<7ever~ there ~'lere 
individuals there believed by HIl.SON to be FBI Agents G He 
believed he had been betrayed and Has nOl<7 ready to 'fblm'l 
anyone t s head off \\7ho comes to my house except the fa.ther ff 

() 

About three hours after this conversation ~'lILSON '\'valked into 
GI.ADDEN e s gift shoPe He 'ivas clean and neat and told GLADDEN 
that he apparently had been in touch vv:l.th the FBI and that 
the FBI was not going to do anythin,g to himo Acc()'rding 
t.o GLADDEN~ HILSON indicated that he had ·Horked out some 
Hba-:cgainff 'Nith t.he. FBI and no'i'-]' I'HLSON ~Janted to live a n01111al 
routine life" He asked GLADDEN if he could continue i.<:rorking 
in the \,.;ratch repair business (> GLADDEN advised HILSON tha.t 
he and his ~vife 'vere seriously contemplating selling the 
business and they 'would make no decision about retaining 
himc) 

Outside the possibility that HILSON had a drinking 
problem r GLADDEN observ·ed nothing unusual about the person 
and did not consider him to be tithe typical psychopathlfo 
GLADDEN stated that in his job as manager of: the Social 
Security Office he deals w'ith a lot of people who have 
mental problems o He does not fit HILSON into any of the 
categories of mental imparities that he has observed o He 
recalled that he has heard a lot about 'i-JILSON@ s past life 
but nothing about his activities '\vithili the past 10 yearso 
He recalled HILSON saying he had been married five times 9 
twice to the same IvomanC. HILSON said that he had been on the 
Nississippi Coast only for about three months even though he 
gre'w up in the State of Hississippio 
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GLADDEN described HILSON as a ~qhite male 9 five 

feet eight, medium build~ 155 to 170 pounds s graying hair, 
age 46, "lith a reel ruddy co;nplexiol1 E1 hiILSON is apparently 
partial to vnika and Coca"·Colac . 
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FED~RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Datc of transcription __ ..;:8_--=2:.:;1:....---=.7-=8 _____ _ 

LUKE JOSEPH BRODERICK, 1204 Hammer Smith 'Lane, 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, telephone number 875-1404, 
was advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent 
and the nature at the interview. BRODERiCK stated 
that he is the manager of the Angle Inn Restaurant 
and ~ounge, Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. 

BRODERICK, a white male, stated that he 
was born February 7, 1940, and has completed three 
years of college. 

BRODERICK stated that he is acquainted with 
BILL vJILSON~ \vho has been coming to the Angle Inn 
for approximately bvo months as a customero BRODERICK 
stated that late on the night of August 16 9 1978, 
he, BRODERICKj) came to the Angle Inn and WILSON 'vas 
sitting at the bar and had been drinking Draft Beer 
and was half drunk.. BRODERICK stated he started 
talking to I'JILSON and l'lILSON said that he 9 WILSON, 
kne'\v more about the 1:iARTIN LUTHER KING assassination 
than people thought.. HILSON started telling 
BRODERICK about how someone else had shot KING other 
than EARL RAY. WILSON '\vas describing the other 
assassin in the third person.. BRODERICK stated that 
after i~ILSON talked for a feT,v minutes ~ 4e, BRODERICKI' 
realized that WILSON was actually talking about himself 

. shooting KINGo When he questioned WILSON on this S' 

HILSON stated "I definitely shot him. I was 50 feet 
a'\vay.. I blew that nigger shit a~vay" .. WILSON stated 
that he had flown to Memphis, Tennessee, in a private 
plane and he stated that he had shot KING from appro xi
rr.ately 50 feet mvay \vhile standing on the ground .. 
HILSON told BRODERICK there v;Jere more people involved 
than himself and that firecrackers and other shots 
were going off at the time he shot KINGo He stated 
that RAY was a scapegoat in this conspiracy. 

WILSON stated that he \Vas turning himself 
in to an old friend of his, GENE (last name unknown), 
who is the Sheriff of Shelby County.. WILSON told 

Intervi ewed on 8-19- 78 at Ocean Springs t Mississippii;lc # Jackson 62-544 

by SA HARRY H. CARPENTER/kbn 
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BRODERICK that he was scheduled to turn himself in at 9:30 aom~, 
on August 18, 1978, at the Holiday Inn in Biloxi, Mississippio 
At the time \\lILSON \'las telling BRODERICK the above information, 
WILSON had tears in his eyes and said he had been living with 
this on his conscience for ten years and could not stand it 
anymor'eo Also listening in to a portion of the above 
conversa tion \Vas part- time bartender, DOROTHY WOO DSI DE. 

BRODERICK stated that 'he asked HILSON during the 
conversation on the night of August 16 9 1978, if he \Vas 
RAOUL and i-JILSON did not either deny or confirm this 
statemento 

BRODERICK stated that \-JILSON had dated a female, 
RITA HERRINGTONs> and that RITA HERRINGTON's son9 HOHARD 
HERRINGTON p \Vent to New Orleans \vi th WILSON at one time. 

BRODERICK stated that WILSON came into the Angle 
Inn on the morning of August 18 9 1978, and stated that he 
was turning himself in to the Sheriff of Shelby County 
at 6~30 pOm"9 on that day at the Holiday Inn in Gulfport, 
Mississippi.. l{[LSON us ed the pay telephone in the Angle 
Inn to call the Sheriff of Shelby County and he wrote the 
number of the sheriff on a YellovJ Cab Company card on the 
\vall by the pay telephone., BRODERICK made available this 
Yellow Cab Company sign to the interview.ing Agent .. 
\\Tritten on this sign was the telephone number 901: 

, 528-3600 (I HILSON stated that he could not turn himself in 
on the morning of August 18, 1978 11 because the sheriff 
could not be at the motel because of the police strike 
nO'i~ going on in Memphis, Tennessee .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription Augus t 21, 1978, 

DOROTHY RUTH WOODSIDE, 203 Morris Noble Road, 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, telephone number 875-4721, was 
advised of the identity of the intervie\ving Agent and the 
nature of the ,interview. WOODSIDE stated that she is a part
time bartender at the Angle Inn Restaurant and Lounge located 
on Highway 90 in Ocean Springs, Mississippi. She stated 
she works full time as an accountant at Ingalls Shipbuilding 
Division of Litton Industries, Pascagoula, Mississippio 
WOODSIDE is a white female, born August 27, 1924, and has a ? 

high school education plus graduating from business college. 

WOODSIDE stated that she does know BILL WILSON, and 
she has talked to him numerous times at the Angle Inn. She 
stated 'that she dated WILSON one time and has seen him once 
or twice at his apartment. 

WOODSIDE stated that at approximately 1:00 AM on 
August 18, 1978, WILSON came to the Angle Inn. WILSON talked 
to LUKE BRODERICK, the owner of the Angle Ipn. While WILSON 
was· conversing with BRODERICK, WOODSIDE joined the conversation. 
She stated that at the time WILSON was talking, he had had 
several beers but was not drunk, but the longer he talked and' 
drank, the more inebriated he became. WOODSIDE stated that she 
heard WILSON say, "I'm the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
I have had this on my conscience for ten years. I wanted to 
get it off my mind." She stated that WILSON stated that he 
had a green airplane he had flmvu in to Memphis, Tennessee, 
at the time he killed KING. She stated that the reason he was 
going to surrender himself to authorities was that he had just 
renewed his pilot's license and that he knew he would be caught 
as a result of his pilot's license. WILSON showed this pilot's 
license to BRODERICK. WOODSIDE stated that she remembers 
WILSON saying that he was looking through a \vindo'\\1 or over a 
windowsill at the time he shot KING. He stated that after he 
shot KING, there was a series of bangs or shots but WILSON 
stated that he was the one that actually shot KING. She stated 
that WILSON said he '\vas going to turn himself in to the Sheriff 
of Shelby County, Tennessee, and that WILSON started crying at 
the end of the conversation. WOODSIDE stated that BRODERICK 
said that he believed WILSON '\\las telling the truth, but WOODSIDE 

----~~~~~~~~~~m~.----------------------------------------______ _ 

Interviewed on _.;;..8.L-/=1...;;..9J.-/...;;..7-,,8 ___ opcean Springs, MississiPP~ile # Jac~son 62-544 
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Sometime during the conversation, WILSON had 
stated that he had at one time been a pilot for Governor 
CLIFF FINCH, the Governor of Mississippio He stated he had 
flown FINCH during FINCH's gubernatorial campaign. WILSON 
also stated that he had floivu at one time with the original 
Flying Tigers. 

WOODSIDE stated that WILSON has been dating a friend 
of hers, RITA HERRINGTON, who resides on Fountaine Lane in 
Biloxi, Mississippi, telephone number 374-5311. HERRINGTON is 
employed as a waitress at the Ramada Inn in Biloxi. HERRINGTON's 
son, HOWARD HERRINGTON, supposedly accompanied WILSON to New 
Orleans at one time. 

WILSON also stated that he had been assigned to 
Keesler Air Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi, at one time, and 
she, WOODSIDE, had the impression that he was in the military 
at this timeo 
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Dote of transcription 8 124/78 -
Approximately 6:45 p~mo, SA BENJA}lIN F. GRAVES 

observed a green Plymouth~ bearing a Jackson County, 
Mississippi, license tag p stop in front of the Holiday 
Inn located on Uo S. Highway 90~ Gulfport~ Mississippio 
A ,..,hite male '"\vas driving the vehicle and a "tvhite male 
was sitting on the passenger side of the vehicle. The 
individual on the passenger, side got out of the vehicle 
and it was observed that he was wearing a blue shirt and 
checked trousers and he was approximately 45 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches in height, and weighed about 150 poundse 
This individual entered the lobby of the motelo The 
driver of the vehicle parked the vehicle on the west end 
of the motel and walked to the front door of the motelo 

SA GRAVES asked the driver of the vehicle if he 
were Father (NOEL) F~~NON and he aclGlowledged that he was o 
SA GRAVES identified himself to Father FANNON and advised 
him that GENE BARKSDALE p Sheriff of Shelby CountYt Memphis, 
Tennessee p ,vas not going to meet BURGESS WILSON 0 He "tvas 
advised that Agents of the FBI "'vere in the motel and he was 
requested to tell WILSON that the Sheriff was not going to 
meet him; however, the FBI Agents were at the motel and 
desired to talk with him if he (WILSON) would agree to talk 
with the Agentso Father FANNON stated he would first like 
to talk with WILSON because Sheriff BARKSDALE had lied about 
his appearance in Gulfporto 

" 

Father FANNON thereafter entered the motel and talked 
with WILSON in the lobby 0 

Interviewed on,_---=8:..L/....:1~8:..L/....:7....:=8=___ ___ at Gulfport, Mississippi File # Jackson 62-544-

by_O __ S_A_B_E_N_,J_P-.M_I_N_F_G_G_RA_V_E,_S __ ...... I_b ___ l ___ c ____ Dote didated ______ 8..t..1....;,.2 ___ 4.1-1....;,.7-'-8 __ _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 8/25/78 Dole of Iron.scriplion ______ _ 

BURGESS ADDIE l.JILSON, JR., who was accompanied by . 
Father NOEL FANNON, Pastor, St .. Elizabeth Seton Catholic 
Church~ Ocean Springs~ Mississippi, was contacted at the 
entrance of the Holiday Inn, U. S .. Highway 90 7 Gulfport, 
Mississippi 9 approximately 6:50 porn. WILSON was advised 
of the identity of SA BEt'\fJAf.HN F 0 GRAVES and he 'I,;.;as asked 
if he were BURGESS ADDIE WILSON and he acknmvledged that 
he was tilLSON and further stated that he was a junior .. 

WILSON was advised that Sheriff GENE BARKSDALE 
of Memphis, Tennessee, was not at the motel to meet him; 
hOvlever, FBI Agents were there and desired to talk "\';'lith 
him, particularly about his daughter's supposedly having 
driven a vnlite Mustang from lZansas City, Missouri, to 
Memphis, Tennessee.. He stated he had no information to 
furnish the FBI .. 

WILSON inquired as to whether or not he was under 
arrest and he was advised that he was not Ul!der arresto 
WILSON commented he was not going to give anyone any troubleo· 
He was asked if he had any weapons on hh~ and he stated he 
did not and that SA GRAVES could search him if he so desiredo 
WILSON v-Jas then "patted downft and no weapons were felt on 
his body .. 

WILSON con1mented that he and Father FANNON had been 
to the motel at 9:30 aomo on August 18, 1978, and again at 
6:30 p.mo on August 18, 1978, to see Sheriff BARKSDALE and 
the Sheriff had lied to themo 

WILSON then asked Father FANNON if he "\';'lould drive 
him back to the place he had been picked up and Father FANNON 
agreed to do so. 
'. 

~". t<lILSON was again advised that FBI Agents were at the 
motel and were still willing to talk with him and he reiterated 
that he had nothing to say to the FBI and~ as he departed p 

commented that the FBI, in the past, had harassed his father 
without any explanationo 

lnler"iewed on __ 8;..!:./....;.1;...;8~/_7....;8 ____ ,01 __ G_u_l_f_p~0_r_t_"_,_M_i_s_s_i_s_s_i .... p ..... p~i __ Fi1e * Jackson 62-544 

by SA BENJAMIN F 0 GRJ..:...;A.;...;VE..;:.c,u:..::.S __ --c/<.....h;:..l;;::...c-"--___ Dole dictoled ___ ---.;;;8,L./.;.::2....;.4l-1.:-78.::...-__ 
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WILSON and Father FAh~ON thereafter left the area 
of the Holiday Inn in Father FANNONts 1976 Plymouth bearing 
Jackson County, Mississippi, license JAR 637, and proceeded 
east on Uo So Highway 90 0 
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The follmving investigation was conducted by 
SAs LEON ROSS GRABEN and BENJAMIN F. GRAVES approximately 
6:50 p.m., August 18, 1978, at Gulfport, Mississippi: 

The Harrison County Sherif~ts Office, Gulfport, 
Mississippi, was requested to determine the identity of 
the individual to whom Jackson County, Mississippi, license 
tag JAH 637 was registered, and the Sheriff's Office deter
mined this license tag was issued for use on a 1976 Plymouth, 
operated by Revo NOEL FANNON, Post Office Box 979, Ocean 
Springs, Mississippio 
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Dote of transcription ___ 8_/'-.-2_3.:.../_7_8 _____ _ 

Detective KEVIN ALVES~ Ocean Springs, Hississippi, 
Police Department, accompanied by Ocean Springs Patrolman 
NICHAEL H6 PITAl.O and Officer~Intern JOHN CHARLES THONPSON 
arrested BURGESS AUDIE HILSON s ·JRo ~ also kno\\"TL as "BILLIf, 
at 7~35 porno f on August 18~ 1978, ~·]hile HILSON ~l7as a 
passenger in an automobile driven by Reverend NOEL 
FN~NON, Rector of Sto Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church 9 

Ocean Springs, Nississippi. The arrest took place all. 
U"S6 Highway 90 at the east end of the Biloxi Bay Bridge" 
The arrest was e Efected without incident and ~vas based 
on infc!.illation "vbtainE;d from a National Crime Info:emation 
Center (NCIC) rthit" indicating that HILSON ~'las \·Ja.nted 
on a probation violation by the Ne~'l BraUD fe Is ,. Texas f 
Police De.partmento 

Irnmediately after the arrest~ HILSON \Vas transported 
by the Ocean Springs Police to the. Ocean Springs Police 
Department where he ,.;ras processed for confinement in the 
Oe.ean Springs City Jail .. 

Detective ALVES advised that. after WILSON \v-as 
brought to the Ocean Springs Police Department9 he volu.ntarily 
stated on three different occasions without being questi~led 
that he \Vas the man that shot HARTIN LUTHER Kn~G.. Acco'rding 
to Detective ALVES ~ HILSON referred to the Sh<:;lby County, 
Tennessee.~ Sheriff saying that it had been arranged prim::' 
to this date that H'ILSON v]ould give himself up to ,the 
sheriff e ALVES further advised that HILSON clairo.ecl he 
had been a. colonel in the U 0 So Air Force and had flo\vl1 
\vith the Shelby County Sheriff while in the service .. 

ALVES' fu.rther advised that HILSON stated he 'vants 
to "deal with the FBI II 0 \·lILSON told ALVES that he \vould 
talk to the FBI only if ",ve take him to Memphis to see 
the sheriff of Shelby County ~'lhere he will talk in front 
of any FBI Agent"o HILSON also voluntarily told Detective 
AI.lVES that the reason .h(~ shot. HARTIN LUTHER KING ''las that 
KING ,vas directly or indirectly the cause of the death of 
some member of WILSON's £amily~ 

8/18/78 at Ocean Sprin~ ~ NississiPPF\le /I Jackson 62-5l~4 

SA K., P ~ \\TI-IITE ... SPUNNER, JR. /bJ",-',_'1_ 
Dote dictated 8/21/78 
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Detective ALVES advised that he had ",-,arned 
the subject of his rights and HILSON had signed a 
\.J'aiver of Rights for Detective ALVES 0 
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Dote of tronscriPtion __ 8.....!.....1.;...2_2.!.../._7_8 _____ _ 

Follm>ling the arrest by Ocean Springs\, Mississippi? 
police of BURGESS AUDIE \nLSm~, JRo ~ also knO'i.'iO as BILL~ 
he ~1as taken to the Ocean Springs City Jail for processingo 
,The contents of HILSON f S ~;allet were examined in the 
presence of HILSON and the follo\·.7ing items \·-7ere contained 
therein: 

Current Texas driver~ s license 117911315 under 
the name of BURGESS AUDIE HILSON, JRor- 113 Hill Street~ 
San Marcos r Texas. License expires 1980 and indicates 
the date of birth of August 28 p 19310 

A slip of paper bearing the name MADLYN s 304 
Beresford~ no city listed p telephone 455-37650 

875-4380" 
A slip of paper \vith the name WILL Cf:.J:IPBELL), 

A business card for D/~IEL Do GUICE~ JR~~ 
Field Supervisor~ Hississippi Probation and Parole 
Office t Biloxi p Mississippi, telephone 432-22710 

On the reverse side of the business card 
was an inked notation 1005 Hickory Hill Lane p C .... I03» 
Hermitage, Tennessee 370760 

Business card for MAX D~ ~ruRRAY? Advertising 
Representative 9 Austins- Texas~ ~erican Statesman 0 

Business card for DAt~ LEARNER, telephone 388",9601, 
Craftsman "Jorkshop p Edge\vater Hall p Biloxi~ Mississippi" 

Business card for DENNIS SULLIVER r Chief Engineer, 
Red Fox Industries f Incorporation r Ne",. Iberia~ l .. ouisiana, 
telephone mmlber 365-.8.1310 

Business card for LOUIS Po HEU1, Real tor, 
Ocean Springs~ Mississippi$ 875~2098 and 875-0016. 

Interviewed on __ 8_I_l_8_1_7_8 __ ot Ocean Springs t MississiPffile # Jackson 62~5lJ·4 

K. Po '\itnTE-SPUNNER~ JRo/bj\'l by ____________________________ ~ __ ~~~ ___ Doto dictated ___ 8..,1._2_1-"1_7_8 ____ _ 
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An inl~d note bearing the name BARTON and CHASEs> 
740 Sansom Streety Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 19107u 

Busin'ess card for TRAVIS GARNER 7 Building 
Officials~ City of Ocean Springs$ 875-4236~ 

An inked note "State Farm Claims Office p 

Gulfport!> Hississippi, 896-6353"" 

An inked note bearing the naine of KARL 
FASOID~ 863·.,.4761.. 

A payroll check voucher for \~ILSON from 
Gulf Sou.th. Constr~ction Company~ Ocean Springsp 
M:Lssissippi~ for the pay period ending July Ss 1978 p 

'and a second pay voucher for the pa.y period ending 
July 12~ 1978. 

Business card for Louisiana Off-shere Caterers s 
JIH FONTENOT~ Personnel Director, Eouma!' Louisiana~ 
876-36lI-2/\ 

A note bearing the nar.ne BOB CAZOE1\ 2lt}-521-4195o 

A bill of sale bearing the name of VERA Ma 
NEVILL~ Canyon Lake 9 Texas, Route 4~ Box 620Go 

A payroll voucher for WILSON from Gulf Coast 
Catering Company 9 Ne\<l Iberia, Louis iana" for the 
period ending June 16, 19780 

A note bearing the name TAD MURRAY, Monroe, 
Louisiana? 323-7382 f or 728-40600 

A credit bill for Beall's Department Store? 
Jacksonville, Texas, under the name of BURGESS A. \.JILSONS! 
067001572. 

A Veterants Administration patient data card 
under the J;1ame of BURGESS A .. vlILSON ~ Canyon Lake~ Texas p 

card #422341275. 

A business card for Eserman Off-shore Services,. 
Incorporation, Golden Meadow, Louisiana, 693-82870 
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Veteran's of Foreign Hars (VFH) membership 
card #990998 for 1977 for VFH Post 1i8S73 at Canyon 
Lake, Texas. 

A Federal Communications Coromission radio 
license 1f6H4659~ issued t~ HILSON on September 26, 1960 .. 

A business card for Ler-Son International 
Incorporated~ Houma, Louisiana. 

An inked note bearing the names of STf.ill 
BULLARD and Jones Builders of Long Beach~ Mississippi. 

A business card for BILL H'ILSON Builders~ 
Solar Screens and Doors, Custom Homes? Canyon Lake, 
Texas, and 817 East, Nuclid r San Antonio, Texas. 

A card bearing WILSONis Social Security 
Number L~22-3L!·-1275. 

A credit type card from the Security State 
Bank, Starkville 9 Hississippi, under the. name of 
Colonel BURGESS A. WILSON, bSAF p retired, #3038940. 

Private pilot certificate number 1106770 
issued by the Federal Aviation Administration, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, shm.}ing BURGESS ADDIE HILSON I' 
JR., of 13125 Herrick Avenue, Gra.ndvie'·7? l1issourip 
64030~ is authorized to fly single and rnulti~engine 
land airplanes. 

A Department of Transportation form for a 
bi-annual flight reVie\\7 dated July 18, 1978 s giving 
instructorls name CARL FOHLER, and aircraft piper 
C-152 f certificate #542727734, dated September 30, 
1978, to expire July 31, 1980 1 showing that subject 
is authorized to fly private aircraft. 

A Department of Transportation medical 
certificate first class f01.1I1 signed by Dr. JANES Bo 
MARTINs Ocean Springs, Hississippi 1 on August 9, 1978~ 
giving the examining physician serial as 12021-1. 

A receipt from Dr .. JANES Eo. HARTIN, tf14l68 9 

dated August 9, 1978, in the amount of $25 for a flight 
physical. 
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On Allgust 19 r 1978, Desk Serge&it LAURA MIZE f Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, Police Department, advised that one 
of the Ocean Springs, Mississippi~ Police,Patrolman BOBBY 
RACHUBA had taken breakfast to inmate "BILL" \.JILSON at 
approximately a!30 a.m~, that date at which time Officer 
RACHUBA asked WILSON if he was ready to sign papers waiving 
extradition to the State of Texas on a probation viclationo 
According to Desk Sergeant MIZE, WILSON replied that he ~1aS s
but prior to signing any waiver of extradition he vlanted 
to talk to the FBI. 

Interviewed on 8/19/78 at Ocean Springs, t1ississi.'R~~e # Jackson 62- 54tL-

by SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER,~ __ _ Date dictated 8/2] /78 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of transcription ___ ..::::8.L1-=2,,-=1:.L/~7:.....:8==--____ _ 

Officer BOBBY RACHUBA; Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
Police Department, advised "that "at about 8:30 aom~~ on 
August 19 y 1978 J he \\7as delivering breakfast to inmates of 
the Ocean Springs City Jailo At the direction of Police 
Desk Sergeant Ll";0RA 11IZE, he personally asked inmate "BILL" 
HILS-ON \"hether he 'i'laS ready to sign a waiver of extradition 
to the State of Texas 0 According to Officer RACHUBl\ \-JILSON 
replied~ "Yes, on one condition, provided I can talk to the 
FBI firstc lf 

" 

-. 

Interviewed on 8/19/78 at Ocean Springs, MissiSSip~(e # Jackson 62-544 

by SA K Q P ~ HHITE-SPUNNER,--IJL).g=ahUo.....-__ 
23 

Datc dictatcd ~-<.7-",8~ ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, Ii. is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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FaRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA T.I_ 
Dote of transcription Allgll~~,'--1""-"'-9..L.7""'"B_~_ 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also knmVIl as Bill, 
date of birth August 28, 1931, Social Security Account Number 
422-34-1275, furnished the following information to SA ROYCE 
DAVID HIGNIGHT: 

Mr. WILSON advised that he was born August 28, 1931,· 
at "Fulton, Mississippi, and that he resided with his family at 
Golden, Mississippi, until 1936, at which time the family moved 
to Eldridge 1 Alabama, where he attended school until the eighth 
grade and then went to high school at Carbon Hill, Alabama, 
until 19470 

He advised on May 2, 1947, he entered the U. S. Air 
Force and 'vas discharged in 1950. He stated that after being 
out of the Air Force for approximately eight months he was 
recalled for the Korean War and stayed in until February, 1960, 
at which time he 'vas given an honorable discharge. 

He and his wife, BETTY LOU HILSON, moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee, following his discharge, where he \vorked for 
Prudential Insurance Company for approximately one year. 
After leaving Prudential Insurance Company, he operated a 
laundry and cleaning busine~s in Memphis. During this time," 
he was also in the Tennessee Air National Guard. 

He left Memphis, Tennessee, 'vent to Grandvie\v, 
Missouri, where he became a civil service employee in the Air 
Force Reserve. He stayed employed in the Air Force Reserve 
until 1970. From 1966 unt~l 1970, he also operated a jewelry 
store business. 

In 1970, he and wife, BETTY HILSON,- moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee; and opened a je'velry business in Bartlett, 
Tennessee. In addition to the jewelry business, he also. built 
aluminum storage buildings. He stated that in June, 1970, a 
tornado hit his business and destroyed it. 

He then 'vent to San Antonio, Texas, and became 
employed by the Air Force Reserve as a flight engineer. He 
also operated a jewelry store in San Anton.io until 1974, when 
he and his wife BETTY di\Torce~d~.~--------~---------------

Interviewed on 8/19/78 olkean Springs9 Mi ssi ssippiFile # J.acksQn 62-544 

by __ S~A ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT/mae Dote di etoted _--><.B+-/ .... J ..... 9C1-1-L7....>.B'--__ _ 
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He then went to Mountain Home, Arkansas, and opened 
a jewelry store and married AVIS LEA HUNTER~ He was married 
to HUNTER for approximately six months, and they divorced. 
HU~TER now resides at 1010 Hickory Hill Lane, Hermitage, 

. Tennes see. . 

He then went to Columbus, Mississippi, where he . 
worked in the gubernatorial campaign for Governor CLIFF FINCH. 
While in Columbus, he married PATRICIA SHINDALA of Starkville, 
Mississippi. He also advised that while in Columbus he sold 
fire extinguishers. He stated that during the gubernatorial 
campaign it was suggested that he tell people that he was a 
retired colonel and an ex-pris.oner of war to campaign for 
FINCHo He stated that after the campaign 'tvas over, he was 
dropped by the FINCH people. 

··He left Columbus, Mississippi, in January, 1976, and 
went to Tyler, Texas, where he stayed with LARRY HUGHEY, a 
friend who had a farm. He went to Texas for the purpose of 
cleariqg up some tfcharges lt against him at New Braunfels~ Texas" 

He advised that he went to Dallas, Texas, to see a 
friend, and 'tvhile there, he called his son and asked him to 
come see him, and shortly thereafter the police arrived and 
arrested him on a charge of non-child support on a warrant 
issued for him at Cleveland, Texas. He was released to 
authorities from New Braunfels, where he pled guilty to a 
charge of theft by check and received a sentence of eight 
years probation. 

He advised that he then stayed in the vicinity of 
New Braunfels where he did ~onstruction work. He had an 
altercation with another employee·, and he was arrested for 
violation of his probation but was released a couple of weeks 
later. He continued working around New Braunfels and was again 
arrested for possessi9n ·of stolen merchandise which actually 
was a dispute between himself and an associate over some 
property that he had stored for the associate, and the charges 
were subsequently dropped. He continued in the construction 
business and married JO ANN CHILDRESS, and they were divorced 
after three months. 

In. January of 1978, he went to Houma, Louisiana, 
and went to work for Louisiana Off-Shore Caterers and worked 
there until April, at which time he went to work for Gulf Coast 
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Caterers of New Iberia, Louisiana, and worked there until 
the end of June of 1978, at "tvhich time he came to Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, and opened a jewelry shop. He lived 
at the Twin Pines Apartments the first three weeks he was 

.in Ocean Springs and then moved to Route 6, Box 387. 

He furnished the fo.llowing description of himself ~ 

Name 
Also known as 

·Date of birth 
Place of birth 

. Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Social Security Number 
Education 

. Military service 

Father 

Mother 
Stepmother 

Brother 

Sister 

Sister 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 

Ex-wife 
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BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. 
Bill 
August 28, 1931 
Fulton, Mississippi 
5 feet 11 inches 
170 pounds 
Brown 
Gray 
422-34-1275 
High school graduate 
U. SP Air Force 
1947-1960 
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, SR.· 
(deceased) 
Grenada, Mississippi 
MITTIE DALE (deceased) 
LILLIE MAE WILSON (deceased) 
Grenada, Mississippi 
ALLISON TOWERS WILSON 
Reform, Alabama 
LYDA MC GAHEY 
2002 East Eighth Avenue North 
Columbus, Mississippi 
CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE 
Fulton, Mississippi 
BETTY LOU WILSON WADE 
Burleson, Texas 
AVIS LEA HUNTER 
1010 Hickory Hill Lane 
Hermitage, Tennessee 
PATRICIA SHINDALA 
Starkville, Mississippi 
(believed killed in car 
accident) 
JO ANN CHILDRESS 
113 Mill Street 
San Marcos, Texas 

, 
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Daughter 

Son 

Son 
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• 
DEBORAH ANN JONES, 
husband CHARLES, 
Belvedere, Illinois 
STEVEN WAYNE WILSON 
Burleson; Texas 
MARK ANTHONY WILSON 
Burleson, Texas 



FD-302 tRev. 11-27-70) 

' .. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

August 19, 1978 D atc 0 f t ran scri ption _.:.:.:.:.!:::!....:.:..:.::...-=--=.L-.~=-.!-=----

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., ·an inmate of the Ocean Springs 
City Jail, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, furnished the following 
information to ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT and K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR., 
who he knows to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi
gation, after having been advised the purpose of the interview being 
his knowledge and involvement in the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
and after having been advised of his Constitutional rights which he 
wa~ved as indicated by an Advice of Rights and Waiver of Rights Form 
"lhich he signed: ' 

Mr. WILSON advised that at the time prior to the murder of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, he was living in Grandview, Missouri, in a house 
on Byers Road with his wife, BETTY LOU, and his three children, 
DEBORAH, STEVE, and MARK. He was in the Air Force Reserve and also 
operated a jewelry store. 

In the course of his jewelry business, he met a white male 
Ital~an ~ho was in his late sixties and was approximately 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weighed approximately 230 pounds, and who operated a 
jewelry trade shop on Walnut Street. He stated that this white male 
introduced him to another white male Italian by the name of MITCH 
(Last Name Unknown), WhO was in his mid fifties and was a~proximately 
5 feet 10 inches tall, and weighed approximately 190 pounds, who had 
black, wavy hair and had some connection with a bonding company, and 
also MITCH's brother, name not recalled, who fit the same physical 
description as MITCH, but who had numerous cut scars on his face. 

. He stated that. MITCH started delivering jewelry to him for 
the purpose of having the stones removed from the fittings. He stated 
MITCH usually met him at a bar on Walnut Street which was run by a 

,white female and it. also appeared that MITCH might have been a part 
owner Or had an interest in this bar. He stated that due to the 
volume of jewelry that MITCH was bringing to him, he asked MITCH 
abo\.l,t it, and MITCH advised him that it was stolen jewelry. MITCH 
told him, however, that he, WILSON, was in as deep as he, MITCH, was 
and that he would have to continue working with MITCH. He stated 
this relationship with MITCH ~Dntinued until 1970. 

He stated that MITCH brought up the idea of killing KING 
and said that there was a $50,000 contract on him. However, he 

8/19/78 otOcean Springs, Mississipp~ilc # Jackson 62-544 
Interviewcd on _______ _ 

SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR. 
SA ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT/RDH/mae 

by -------------------------------------------
8/19/78 

Datc dictatcd -----------
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• 
never said who put out the contract but said that he could get 
the money for WILSON if he killed KING. 

WILSON st'ated that MITCH was "Tell aware of his, "TILSON's, 
. thoughts. concerning KING and the black civil rights movement, in 

that his father, who was a pastor of the Central Baptist Church at 
Grenada, Mississippi, died of a heart attack which he, WILSON, 
thought was caused as a result of racial tensions at Grenada brought 
on by the forceful integration of his father's church. 

WILSON ~tated that approximately five or six months before 
KING's murder, he started gathering information on the movements, 
habits, and whereabouts of KING. 

WILSON advised that he had a red and white Bonanza airplane, 
Register Number 34L, and a Cessna 310 twin-engine aircraft, which was 
blue and white, which planes he used to fly to different places 
where KING was supposed to be. He stated that he recalls going to . 
Huntsville, Alabama; Tupelo, Mississippi; Jackion, Tennessee; Atlanta, 
Georgia; and Greenville, South Carolina. He stated that while at 
Tupelo, Mississippi, he stayed in the Ramada Inn and believes that 
in the other places he visited he stayed in Holiday Inns. 

He stated that MITCH furnished him a Japanese sniper rifle. 
He stated that he kept the rifle and that just before Christmas of 
1975, he had it reworked at a gunshop in Columbus, Mississippi, on 
~ourth Street across from a bank. He stated that the last knowledge 
he had 'of the rifle, his older son, STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, had the 
rifle and a sho~gun but had told him that he had sold it. 

Mr. WILSON advised that there was a garbage strike in 
progress at Memphis, Tennessee, and that MITCH called him at his 
store in Grandview, Missouri, and told him that KING was coming to 
Memphis for. a rally and instructed WILSON to come to Memphis where 
he was to meet two men at the Wonder Bar 16cated at the corner of 
Summer Avenue a~d White Station Road. 

Mr. WILSON advised that he flew to Memphis, Tennessee, 
in the Bonanza aircraft and landed at an airport just north of 
Raleigh, Tennessee. He stated that the airport was operated by a 
long-time acquaintance of. his who had attended a church which was 
pastored ·by WILSON's father in the past. WILSON stated that his 
daughter., DEBORAH, picked him up at the airpQrt'in her 1965 white 
Mustang, which WILSON had previously bought for her and which was 
r~g1stered in his name in Missouri. 
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He advised that DEBORAH and her mother, BETTY LOU, \-lere 
staying at the residence of vlILSON t s father-in-law, vERNON HOOTEN, 

) 3095 Ruskin Road, Memphis, Tennessee. He stated that HOOTEN had had 
a heart attack and ~hat his wife and d~ughter were temporarily stay
ing at the HOOTEN residence. 

WILSON advised that he went to the Wonder Bar and while 
having a drink two white men approached him, one having an accent 
similar to a Puerto Rican. 

The two white males furnished him with FBI credentials, 
which he stated had a black and white photograph of himself on it, 
and they took him and showed him where KING was to hold the rally. 
They then took WILSON to a hotel on South Main Street near Beale 
Street and took him to a room on, the third floor. They told him 
he was to be in the, crowd at the rally and that a decoy shot was to 
,be fired and that he was then to shoot. They said that KING had a 
habit of raising his arms over his head when he was making a speech 
and that the second time that h~ did so, the shots were to be fired. 

WILSON stated that on the day of the murder he was in the 
crowd standing near a wood fence approximately 60 feet from where 
KING was standing and that when KING raised his arms the second time 
he shot him. ' 

Mr. WILSON advised that he had the rifle which he used 
strapped to' his belt under a suit coat and attached to his belt on 
a swivel,. He stated that the barrel protruded from below his coat 
but no on'e questioned him concerning it. He said that :he had prac
ticed a, great deal swiveling the rifle and firing it. 

He advised that after the shooting, he was stopped by the 
Memphis police, but he showed them the. credentials, and they let 
him go,. and he walked on down the street approximately two blocks 
to where he had left the Mustang parked. He advised that he got 
in the. Mustang and drove back,to the HOOTEN residence, and his 
daughter, DEBORAH, then took him to the airport, and he got his 
pla,ne and flevl back to Kansas City. He stated that the airport 
that he used was on the Kansas side on the highway to Olathe, 
Kansas. He stated the airport was run by (First Name Unknown) 
FXSHER. He ·also stated that he had purchased the Bonanza aircraft 
from FLSHER. 

WILSON advised that approximately one week before the 
murder, MITCH gave him $25,000 in $20 bills, and following the 
murder, MITCH gave him another $25,000, at which time he gave the 
credentials back to MITCH. 30 
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WILSON advised that he has no knowledge of JAMES EARL 
RAY having been involved in the ~onspiracy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dole of transcription ___ 8~/...:.:2o...;;l~/--,-7...:..8 _____ _ 

Photographs and major case fingerprints were taken of 
BURGESS ADDIE HILSON, JR .. , also knmVl1 as IIBILL" at the Ocean 
Springs 9 Mississippi? City Jail • 

. () 

Interviewed on _~8~/~1::::..9=-.1/c....7.:...8-=--_ot Ocean Springs. NississippiiiJe # Jackson 62-544 

by SA 1(0 P .. WHITE~SPUNNER, JR./gah~ __ 

32 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA KENNETH P. HUGHES: 

On August 19, 1978~ a review of the 1978 
Grenada City Directory shows a listing for the Central 
Baptist Church with Reverend JOE BELL as pasto~ at 
333 Second Street, Grenada, Mississippi, telephone 
226-2715. 

The directory shows JOE BELL and wife, 
MYRA N. BELLp residing at 235 South Mound Streett 
Grenada, Mississippi, home telephone 226-4133, and 
that JOE BELL is the pastor of the Central Baptist 
Church. 

On August 19, 1978, FRED TILGffi~N~ Chief of 
Police, Grenada, Mississippi, Police Department, 
Grenada, Mississippi, advised he could locate no 
arrest record or outstanding warrants for BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, JR., also kno,vn as BILL WILSON, date 
of birth, August 28, 1931, place of b~rth, Fulton, 
Mississippi. 

On August 19, 1978, JACK SIMMONS, Deputy 
Sheriff, Grenada County Sheriff's Office, Grenada, 
Mississippi, advised he could locate no arrest 
record or outstanding warrants on BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 
also kno,vn as BILL \.oJILSON, white male, date of birth, 
August 28, 1931, at Fulton, Mississippi. 

On August 19, 1978, HUBERT SPEARS, United 
States Post Office, Grenada, Mississippi, advised 
they did have a B. Ao WILSON, '''lho '''las formerly the 
preacher at the Central Baptist Church, Grenada, 
Mississippi, approximately four or five years ago. 
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SPEARS stated that Bo A. WILSON died, and his 
wife~ possibly named GLADYS, after B. A. WILSON's 
death, resided at 375 Levee Street, Grenada, 
Mississippi, which house is now vacant or in the 
process of being torn dmVIlo .SPEARS further stated 
that Bo Ao WILSON and his wife lived in the parsonage 
behind Central Baptist Church, and SPEARS stated that 
if WILSON had any chrrdren, none lived in Grenada, or 
they were all grovffi when WILSON wffithe preacher at 
Central Baptist Church. 

A review of the Grenada City Directory for 
the year 1978 shows a listing for Mrs. LILLY M. WILSON 
at 375 South Levee Street, Grenada, Mississippi, 
telephone number 226-4737. 

34 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D~te of tronscription_8J..2.3.17.8~ _____ _ 

Revere.nd JOE BELL, Pastor" Central B2.Dtist 
Church 7 Grenada? Hiss:Lss:tppl? furnished the follc\-;il1g 
info~1nati.on: 

BELL stated that he kne~'l Bo lOa HILSON, 
stating th<.:'.t HILSON ~,;rns the for.iner Pc~~;to'J:' at the 
Cer"t!'<~tl B3.pt:Lst Ch::.:t.1:ch~ Gre:D8.?a" Hississippio BELL 
stated that Do Ao WILSON died of a heart attack on 
Janual~Y 7, 1967" BELL stated that HTLSON 'tvas the. 
pastor of the Central Be:<.ptist Church for apprmd.mately 
13 years$ or from 1954 to 19670 

BELL s'i.:atGd that F~':Lor to coming to Grenada9 

Bo A" vJILSON 'i'ias at Camp Crl~iE:k at Fulton? N:tssissippi, 
, • t t' , J. - s .... · . ~ . 1 . ana pr1.or :0 -L1f1C \'~:).S al: lJy7i.rl. "C8Xl.on 9 i.J11.J.C 1. l.S 

located north of Jasper? A1E.'~bnrt.a, and also at 
Eldridg~ Alabama. 

Gonce:r:n:Lng the HILSON familY!1 BELL stated 
that. Eo A." ~nI,sON~ s ,die \'iaf; kn.O"lrJ. 2.8 LILLY HILSClNe 
BELL statGd t:hat LILLY and B" Ao HILSON lived in 
the church DaT.SOn~~f?:e behind the chu1."ch r ma their 
ch:Llcl1::e.ll vJere all'-' gl:'oi,m and ma>:ried at that tima ~ 

BEl,L identified the h'ILSON childr.en as 
follo'tvs ~ 

10 Nrso CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE (phonetic) 
Fultonr, Hi:3sissippi 

2" BILl. HILSON 
Kansas City, Kansas 

30 LIDA (LCJ.st Name Unknm,m) 
Columbus t Hississippi 

4. One other son? name not knovmo 

BELL stated that l.II .. LY HILSON "vas Bo Ao HILSON t s 
second '\Vife as Be A" v.JILSON~ s first "life died \'lhen the children 

----"\"'We1:e-youl1g e 

Intcrvi cwC'd on 8/19/78 ot~xford~ Hississippi File # IN 62~54·4 

SA KENl'mTH P. HUGHES Idli¥ by __ .::..:..:..-=..:=~===--". ~_. ___ .i._c:.:::...!.!..--___ • ___ _ Dote di ctoted _~L 20:.LI-:7:....8=--____ _ 
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BELL st2.ted that he p himself J came to Grm1ada~ 
l1ississippi f and \';'as pastor at the Central Bapti.st 
Chux:ch beein:n.ing in H.arch ~ 196"1. 

Concerning BILL 'HILSON 1 BELL stated that he 
,\...,as from Kansas City? KD.Ylsas~ \Vas a pilot f and fle'i'] 
freight or ferried plaD.!3s from Kansas City, Kansas: to 
the Island of Guam 0 

BELL st.3.ted that BIJ~l.. UILSON caused his 
father~ Eo Ao ·l·nI.SON~ many problems 'i·7:U::.h de-ots and 
money~ and BE:SL r-tated he believed that BILL 'iHLSON 
\'w.s arrested in Ca1i:Eor:nia for embezzlements city and 
state not knc-;vno 

BELL stated that BILL HILSON flevJ into 
Hemphi.s ~ Tenrl:;~ssee? on a Sunday after his father 
died on Janue}.-cy 7 ~ 1967 ~ and BELL stated he believed 
that BILL \·]lLSON \,.as me.t by thf! family at thf~ Hemphis ~ 
Tennessee aiTport.. BELL recalled that the funeral 
for lL Ao HILSON 'i'laS on t1.1.e follO\'~ng Mm.1.day 9 and that 
her BELL~ left. G1=el1ada~ Hiss:i.ssippi 0:1. the Tuesday after 
130 At;, HILSONl's funer.9.1o BELL statGd he d:Ld not kno'\v 
hO'\'J long BILL HILSON stayod in Grenada p l'1ississippi 
after his fathor~ s funer~1.1o 

BELL described BILL HILSON as a 'ivhite ma1.e? 
sandy hair~ and stated tbat he did talk with BILL 
'nLsbI~e s second 'iv:Lfe "ihom he described as a bleached 
blonde "lith heavy make-up.. BELL stated he did not 
knmv if BILL HILSON had any children or not 0 

BELL stated that 13 0 Ao and LILLY HILSON 
did ovm a house on the corner of Levee and Fourth 
Str8ets in Grenada f Mississippi, and BELL stated 
that he knew of no other land that Bo Ao HILSON 
o'Vmed that BELL ''Jas aware of .. 

BELL stated that he had talked with 
LILLY HILSON after 130 Ao 'HILSON~ s death, and stated 
that LILLY HILSON "'JaS desperately afraid of BILL 
HILSON~ al1.d told BILL HILSON she never wanted to 
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lay eyes on him again, or have him!, BII .. L HILSON 9 set 
foot in her house.., BELL fU7,:-tl1er stated that LIl.LY 
HILSON did Dot \'Jt::''1t BILL HILSON to get any of his 
f:ather~s? Bo A1' v.!J:LSOi\frs~ inheritaL1ce~ as he~ 
BILL ~-lILSON~ had alJ.:eady received his share of the 
estate by his £athej:."~ Bo A. \'!ILSa~ ~ ~·tying off 
BILL HILSON~s debts. BELL stated tha.t. he believed 
the amount of $5,000 \'1as the figure mentionedo 

BELL stated that LILLY HILSON is no \'1 

deceased~ stating that she 'had left Grenada 9 Hississippi~ 
and '\vent to a nur.sing home at Fulto11 9 l'1ississippi 9 

'Nhere she died 8.pproximate ly one year ego" 

BELL stated that he did hear that BILL ~-1ILSON 
did get his fntherts? Bo A~ WILSON 9 shotgun as pert 
of the·inhetitance 9 st9til1g that BILL WILSON and his 
brother$ name not kT.1.0·Nl1.~ argued or disagreed over 
"Jho \']QuId get this shotgun; 'h7hich nELL stated l1G.S ~':rorth 
approximately -$150 or $200 at that til:!eo BELL sto.ted 
that he heard t.hat the other HILSON brother "'laiked 
out in disgust~ and apparently left the shotgun ,>vith 
BILL HILSON .. 

BELL stated that CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE (phonetic) 
\Vas the administrator of the est8.te~ and an attorney 
by the name of FREDERICKS read the ,{"ilL 

BELL concluded by stating that the State 
Baptist Convention Headquarters in J'ackson~ l'1ississippi 
'V-lOuld have the full detail of B .. A", HILSON's churches 
and their locations. 
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FEDERAL BUR [AU OF INVESTIGATION 

D ate of tron scription ___ 8-,-/~2_2_1_'_7_8 ______ _ 

LYDIA He GI>,.,.t{EY? 2002 East 8th Avenue North~ 
Columbus, Nississippi? vlas advised of the identity 
of the intervim"ing Agent a.nd of the nature of the 
.inquiry.. He GAHEY thereafter provided the follo~ving 
:b.1.formation: 

Me GAHEY stated·that she is the sister of 
BURGESS ADDIE HILSON, JR" r knmvn to the family as 
"BILLfr HILSON" She advis ed that \.JILSON has a ve.ry 
serious di'inldng problem . that C&'l1e to the surface 
shortly after the death of their father in 1967,. 

He GAHEY advised that BILL HILSON had been 
very cl08e to their fath.er and beccune extremely upset 
and dist1::essed after he passed a"\vayc HC GAHEY advised 
that WILSON may have had a drinking problem prior to 
the de.a'eh of their father 9 but that she only noticed 
it after their father passed a,\·,ray in 1967 .. 

He GAtlEY o.dvised that on this past. Thursday 
night at approxim.atp.ly 11:00 porn .. (l.l.ugust 17\' 1978)~ 
she received a telephone c~tll from her brother? BILL 
hI'ILSON~ and durin.g that call he indicated to her that 
he had killed Dr" NA.~{'rIN LUTHER KING~ JRo HC GAHEY 
stated that she did not take he): brother seriously 
as he has a history of telling untruths :=!:lld st.ai:.ed that 
she quickly asked him if he ,\,!C:ts HRauel" ~ MC GAHEY 
advised that her brother ind.icated to her he did net 
kno\<l \~1hat she ~"Tas talking about ~ 

MC GAI:fEY advise.d that approximately one 'Vleek late.r 
she received a similar telephone call f;:om BILL HILSON 
and on this occasion!, he told her that t.heir brother p 

ALLYSON HILSON, Reform, Alabama, had suffered a heart 
attack& HC GAREY stat-ed that she immediately called 
her brother in Reform t Alabama~ and found that he was 
in perfect health. 

HC GAHEY stated that on another occasion\> BILL 
WILSON had called her and told her that he had been involved 

Interviewed on _8...!./_1 __ 9~/_7_8 __ at Columbus? Hississippi File 1# Jackson 62~544 

by 
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in an airplane crash but that he had survived this crash .. 
She stated that she later found out this \\"as not true 
at all. 

MC GAHEY stated that BILL ~nLSON has been 
married several times and has had numerous girl friendso 
She stated that several of his eX-~vives and several of 
his girl friends h~ve contacted her and asked her if 
it was true that BILL HILSOi.~ had been a prisoner of 
war. She stated that she· assured all of them that this 
,.;ras not the caseo 

MC GAl·IEY advised that in 1968, to the best of 
her recol1ection~ BILL HILSON 'ivas living in Grandvie'ivp 
Hissouri~ and "Jas working at the Hilbur Je\VelJ:-y Store, 
Belton~ Missourio She stated that WILSON told her that 
he m\Tned this je'·Jelry store$ but she later found out 
that he just \Vas an employee thereo She stated that 
BILL HILSON never went to Nemphis, Tennessee~ in 1968, 
to the best of her kno\vledge~ 

He GAHEY stated that BILL WILSON moved to 
Columbus, Nississippi t around the first of June, 1975~ 
but left Columbl1s~ Mississippi~ around the last of 
August f 1975 ~ She stated that 'i.,hen he left Columbus 9 

Mississippi 9 he moved to Starkville, Hississippi, and 
stayed there until around Jat""1uary, 19760 She advised 
that while he \V'as living in Starkvil1e~ Mississippi, 
he married PAT SHINBOLA, 103 Catherine Drive, Starkville, 
Hississippi, telephone number 323-67170 Me GAHEY indicated 
that after her brother left Starkville, Mississippi p 

(and left PAT SHINBOLA) he '\-vent to the State of Texas 0 

She indicated that shortly after his arrival in Texas, 
he \\Tas placed in jail in San Antonio 0 She stated that 
she received numerous letters from BILL "{.;TILSON ~"hile 
he was incarcerated in San Antonio~ Texas, and recalled 
that the jail \\Tas on "Nill Streee' eo • • 

HC GAHEY advised that BILL H"ILSON \'7aS married 
to BETTY HADE, 233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas, for 
several years. She stated that to the best of her 
recollection, her brother "laS married to BETTY \\TADE in 
1968. She stated that he received a divorce from her on 
one occasion and that they later r~married. He GAHEY 
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advised that her brother and BETTY HADE had three 
children, one daughter and t\vO sons G 

MC Gfo.HEY advised that their daughter is 
DEBBIE JONES 9 2628 Nm'lburg Road s Trailer 1.!:106 r 
Bel videre p Illinois s telephone number 815~543 .. 9 730.. 0 

He GAHEY advised that BILL HILSON~s oldest 
son~ STEVE WILSON. resides at 3117 Livingston, 
Fort Horth, Texas .. She stated that \.JILSONfs youngest 
son~ NA..~K HILSON ~ has been recently marriE:cl and she 
is not certain ~n1ere he is presently livingo 

MC GAI-{EY advised that BILL HILSON ~ s former 
mother and fathe.r- i11.-1a\,1 p Mr.. and 1'1rs. VERNON HOTrEN, 
reside at 3095 Ruskin Road, Bartlett t Tennessee, ~rrd 
subscribes to telephone nurnber 901 ... 386 ... 4628. 

MC GAl-lEY stated that BILL HILSON married an 
individual in Scm Narcos~ Tei~as, \l7hose first name ",'las 
JOANN and 'Nhose last nmne she did not know. She stated 
that this individu.al resides at 113 Mill Street? 
San Harcos~ Tc.::x:as 9 and subscribes to telephone number 
512 ... 392 ... 4025/) He GAl·my stated that JOAl~N indicated 
to her in a telephone conversation on one occasion 
that she planned to divorce BILL HILSON and during 
the same conversation she asked IvfC GAHEY \>lhether or 
not vHLSON had, in fact, been a prisoner of \omr. 
He GAHEY stated that she told JOAi"1N that he had never 
been a prisoner of warb 

HC GAHEY stated that she p as the oldest child 
in the family? has abvays felt an obligation to look out 
for the interest of her brothers and sister8~ She stated 
that she has been quite concerned for the past several 
years \vith the behavior pattern of her brother t BILL 
vlILSONo She stated that on more than one occasion she 
has discussed the possibility of admitting him to an 
institution for alcoholics \v1.th. her brother r ALLYSON HILSON, 
who lives in Reform, Alabama. She stated that both she 
and ALLYSON WILSON feel that their brother~ BILL WILSON, 
d~sperately needs some type of helpo 
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D~!c or tran5c~i?tion _____ 81.~3/7_8 __ _ 

J:<~rs G GUKT}Illn.p advis80 that h0T brother BURGESS 
ATuTf)·.r_R T.7IT (.'01':: -,n i ~ CO-"--"'~1"l'\i l"·nOT.,.,.~ !-1:-. tIJn.~LJ.1.L.H.. l'Jr~,. Gm~r.r.·EARP ~ " oWV _'. .. )'.0 9 _" . t, .. u,), .~, '''''.L "U~. J.) y - - v 

stated thnt she h[;s anothc::c b;':o~:he:rs ALLISO~~ HILSO~\1~ age 50? 
~'lho :;:'GsidE;S in TI.cf:{)·.tiT:" A:!..a"ba:'1a. H0:T.' sister LYDIA EC GAHEY 
resides at 2008 Ei)~:!t. B~:h f.\.,\J'(-::il!c [:':orth., Coltunbus l) l'~i.sGissippi~ 
teleDhone rn.:.mber 327·,llbr l o .. 

Nrs" Gill\:THA:-f:? stat-cd that she has had extremely 
11'mJ.' '-ca' C"~JJ ... " .... ,,:- \"", .. ,. f'h {'B'·;] t: (11.,·~-in'"" t-1-,,\/"l las~- 1".L ye·-·rr.· ('I.-!.., ...... .,...e •• , L- ,'.).,.l,O-..l •• •· .. _ ... ll .. L., .. .... 0) .. • ... 6.u<.:O - I~ .. ,,:>,. i:> ... ,.J .. ~! .... . 

'ne"" fa .... 'l,...l')-I·~ .. ~,..",,'-''\ '1-. 1' ........ (.:'.T1i·i"'PI,1)D "~Al~t-~d th!:>t h'..:.r .Cat'l.-J··· . J~ L...! .,.~..... ..:> "-,,"\..;(;J.t.,.[ ... ,, e ~t:;' ~ ~\J.z.~ J.\.1:'l.!.'\.A., _ .. ~_a. ea. ....... !.. L •• .;...) .. 

B A " .- I c: O"r S .. p..... G 1 ." ~" I'li oJ .... l'l9 l{.,;> Vlas a .u3.pt:u:n: mU1J.st.e1:' J.n 1:'enac a$ 
1,~~ se; e's' DP; an" .'" "'C~ on '10.6' 7 ",'··s GU .... T'l'TT!, np "'tal·':·d J...h·'lt !.l.. 0"-0 1. . ..t.", .1..oJ. 0 .... ·.:;;, l.t ....... '.' k!L •• Q n.Ln.l .... ~.,. ,:> .. Co. '-ua 
'it .. 7·~S '1::::~·~:'.:J ... ".,.' ~ .. -•. '- h r f,..,>·'" -r' ~ dr:. .:-h t'hat <::>1",· C4'RTCTTTon::o ._ ,\-<.<. .... t;.1.L.(:..I..>. I'~.],v." 1...0 .,0 ._.; ... t.J.LC~ S .. 1\::.(1,- - '.~ .k':!)) , __ • ...... -' ...... 1·".:., 
... Tould b~ ',",I'~~'''='d'' (.3"'· .... o.r\71{-·1'", ... i ... ,J· ",-r: ) .. 1:1t:l --~"tJ T··/n·;cl, ~.Tr~"1d 1(";\r"\,,\TO r:~l'l' or.. H \.. .. ,.u.h •. v •• ".,,- ••• _.~ __ ..... , .. v,_ l-L" \ ..... 1 ••• \ ..... _ wUv,_ J.._CL.I.:: "".. J_ 

B" Ao VJILSON~ S P8:--s0L'I.ai property to his ,-;rife LILLY \'lho t,'.:1S 
h!:s _.~ecm·,d ~vif~ ri.r:d s.tc.pmot.hc!·c t? eac~l:. of ~h~. c~ildJ:i':?~lG Hrs" 
GuN'l'dA~P stateG th.:.\~: her stC:·,)lY,otilG.17 L.lLLY HILSON :ccma:Lned 
,,'1.j'ql':'. unt'~'l 10"'::" "'Il:t d-11--lno- 1':"'17 ·'ir..o:. C')un r.. ... ~o1n 19(..-1 u''''-!-1-1 10 '7(", ('.>.J. ...... , ~ .L'}"'. ;; I... o ... _\.l ~ .. r .... !. t:> Ie. .L •. .l..1.:! i:) I: 1..\... " ,u.v... -' / v 

she w'as 8.xt.reiTI2 .. 1v dGDC!D.d6.';1t:. U1.)Qil others for assistanc.E!6 ,I _ ,. 

Hx-s" GUNTi·IARP stated that:: she and her s:Ls t(~J:' LYDlp. \'{er€::. the 
only c.hi1.ciJ:-.:m to sho'\v any c;.Qnce'j~n for LILLY HILSClN\ s needs" 
GUNTHA,RP st2tGd that she th8:t:efGj-:,e. handled the. disbursement. 
of the Hl.LSG~\; 8sta~:.e in accOJ.'da:1c(:! ~v:U . .:h the interest of each 
of the brothers And s:i.st.e·i:8 o She statt:!d that: this Grea'i.:ed 
hard feelings \'lith t.he brothc~:rs sinc .. .3 they did no~: feel as 
though thQy \Vere rccp.::ving :.:m eq~itable share of the estate" 
SI"p ad-r{ ..... "' .. : : .. 1 .. ~.'. Hp; 11 H c::.pe'O;)~.)d "·0 "-,:, ,::.;rt-~"~·ne·l"<~ UD<~P.·"" OV(.:>~' t·ol"'·~ q 1..:" "._~a...:.;. ..... ", L,1_LdC:"", .u .. 1.._.... v ....... Hi;.. t.,... UI,,;:; :-"." .. _J-i..::.. .. t. .i..\' l 'J_~ _A. .. "".L,,,, 
~tt:,) ... ~<t.' .. ' ·'=t "'t -1'1 ("'\ .. 1 L...1. CJ C"'Ti1r:"l'T,,"'nn -;1 .! :!f";l') ,~ , ... :\ me.!. e:1. ':;"'110~ lU l.a .... t ca .l.._1..!. l,..~l.:. ·l.\J.t .. :·~;:-,·. J.E.S.Cr ,-~lC'2~ 0 .. 1. OlJ.e 

occasion seve:cal '!.'leeks ago stating til8t CHRISTnm lW.d <lkillcdtt 

11"' ..... b-Ol'-l~""~~ · ... ~.r.CI·t"~·!-l~ i-O ~'.l T lefl!>T T,'>",,, rc:>s-l4::)" •. '/') R""';:"'rm ~.... .1- ".!.t_L _\:; • .!_t:.: ..... ..L.~Li.b w ll: .. w.l_' .. J ....... _i \_l..&.V _ .. _u .... ~ .... ~ ... ~.hU .. .10. fI 

Alaborna o Hrs" GUNTHARP stated that she understood her broth0..J.:' 
ItBiLl It to mean that h~·r. h.un:-lling of the p.st.r:l:t0 WG.:, Y'espons:i bIc 
fo:c her b1:other ALI,rt-iON? s death.. H;:-s" GCN:.?HAEP s·i,';a.te.d that 
ALLISON is al:~.i:e e.~d 11ealth\! !-Jild t~li~: si:atement bv t:Bil1 II \·ms 
to "" 11· -l f" ~ qr:!("{" 1/ ~ (.!·u·,r"rt:;/·1>1) ,'.' cad ~'h' ~ t l' "~c- . ~. r1 

___ -.:oJ t...a_~~l1..~..o:t:~.:..~~·.li.._..J.l.~_'.I_·,.._~'i...,.;..l_}:c·~~LI~~~ .. ~_ l...U lei~_S'-c.ea.se.u. 

Inl crvi cwcd on 8/19/78 TUDP10 f,fj Sc::j Sf:du,yj , JackS011 62.,.'1. /,6,. at ~_:.. Z -.. - .~ __ ~_--'!~'-_-____ File It ~ .,. 

S \ DO'-'-j') TI GR1",·-rl"'/ '1 l. ::';i'd.L I" J .J:'I.',i~~. n 1 ) by _0_" •• _ "'_" .......... _- .. -_.. "-- ._.-
DOle dicla\<>d __ ... _ 81_~I·L?~. ____ . ___ .. __ _ 
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father t'r-led to get helD for trBill" OLl. a lTL1!HbG:C of 
oCCaSi01.1S conCe:i:'i1:I.117 'il)ill f SH alcoholic and mental 

-:A hi",. \f~'" Gfn'j"'LT"PP ~'.·."'l.i-r.:.d tl,,,,';" 1-'-" 1" ... :-1;.>' :; <:' a p,.o .I.. __ ill" I...J .. ", 6 u~\.I.~ .. h •. ~ •. 0 ...... _.... _.LOo'-- l ... r u~0t-J.1_r .1-v 

heavy drin.ker o:nd tends to fabricate. sto·rie.s ,·rhen under 
the:! in:flu:::nce of alcohcl o 1,1;:·so GUi~THA;:n? stated that 
f:Btll ll ';vill fabricate ve..ricus types 'of stor.ies to gain 
atb:mtion o She recalled an incident \vhere1..1.pon shf~ "las 
contacted by I'Bill f

; just pr:i.o:;: to ente:-ing the ho:..:;pital 
\vhereupon flB:U.l fI told her th8t h.e \vi';:'Is going to the 
p0.nitentim:Ye 11rs ~ GUNTHARP stated thai: this '{vas totally 
unt:;::ueo 

Nrs c GUN'I'HARP exulained that ItB:tllll erl.b-?T.ed the 
United States Ai;: Force by" forging his father 2 s signature 
at age .llt or 15 and remaine.d in the Air Force fo'): almost 
20 years c S.hr~ advised that he serve.d one tour in England 
for appro=dm.:d:',~ly three years and r2S :i.gned prior to 
('.ornplcting his 20 .... year 'l.:our,-, She described her. 1Y~~ot.her 
as being a vc:.!T.y intelligent. individual :\1ho ,\\7as capable. of 
piloting ple~'J8s a.nd cQ):1ciuctiTl.g a je~'1elry and '\vatch. repc-tir. 
business.. She advised that he had been involved in insurance 
sales in the paste 

Nrs 0 GUNTHARP advised that her broth:.:~r has been 
married five times and she has learned through fal.lily 
conversations that her b1;:'other fl131J.l'! told OIle of his 
\\7ives that he had been a prisoner of \\1a:-:: in the pa.st" Hrs", 
GUNTHARP stat.ed this is also untnIc o 

'Mrs 0 GUNTHARP advised that her brother had th:ceat(;~ned 
her husband LEON in the past over the Nill settlerne.nt a.nd she 
and her husband have very little to do '\vith him in vie"1 
of his errat.ic be.havior o 

Hrs fI GUNTHARP stated that she recalls bJ.;r brother 
"Bill" livin"g in or near Kansas City? NissQuri, in the past 
\/Jhe.re he \\7as involved in some type of air freight service<o 
She stated that her brother has lived in Nemphis II TEmnessee, 
in the Dast \,·lhe.n he w'as married to BETTY LOU (Last Name 
UnknO'i\7U).. She stated that "Bill H has a high school education 
a.nd completed a portion of colleee through the Un:L ted States ,
Air Force" She advised he hns one daughter DEBOllt'·H Ar;I'-/E \<711.0 

. d . B] l' Ill·' . , S"'''''''7'M' 'r' ""'-r :r(~!3:'- es :l..n .)13, v:Le'tvll :l..nOlS, and l:'\'lO soas IJ.~\).!. ana i"J.";j:\.i\, • 

ANT[IOi'~Y" 
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l·h:s., GUlJTBARP concluded by st.ating that she has 
ve.ry little confidenc.e in any state:mel1.ts made by he.r brother 
in vie\v of her past experience ':'lith him., 

-. 
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The following investigation was conducted at 

Ocean Springs, Mississippi by SA HARRY H. CARPENTER 
on August 19, 1978: 

LOUIS P. HELMS, Helms Realty, U. S. Highway 
90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, home telephone number 
875-2098~ office telephone number 875-0016, advised 
that he does not know a BILL WILSON. HELMS was shown 
a photograph of WILSON and he still stated that he 
did not know WILSON and did not know how WILSON had his 
name. 

MAUDIE ODOM, Bartender, Angle Inn Restaurant 
and Lounge, Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
advised that BILL WILSON had been coming to the Angle 
Inn for approximately two months and appeared to be a 
normal custom~r, causing no trouble. She stated that 
one of WILSON's close friends, is CARL FORTNA, telephone 
number 875-0220. 

On August 19, 1978, Mrso MARGARET ALLEN, 
Assistant Manager 9 'l'win Oaks Motel, Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi 9 telephone number 875-S8~l, stated that 
BILL WILSON stayed at the Twin Oaks Motel for 
approximately one month and was an ideal tenanto 
She stated he caused no problems and she knows of 
no close associates of WILSON. 
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CARL D. FORTNA, Route 6, Box 387, Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi, telephone number 875-0220, was advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the 
interview.. FORTNA, a white male, born June 2, 1932, in 
Great Bend, Kansas, advised that he completed the tenth 
grade of high school, and he could read and write. 

FORTNA stated that he met BILL WILSON in Belton, 
Missouri, in 1966 or 1967. FORTNA was in the Air Force at 
this time stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base in 
Belton, Missouri. FORTNA stated that WILSON and WILSON's 
wife owned a je'\velry store in Belton, Missouri, and that 
WILSON was .a member of the 442nd Air Force Reserve Unit 
stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base. FORTNA stated 
he knew WILSON through their association in the VFW in Belton, 
Missouri. FORTNA stated that he, FORTNA, retired from the Air 
Force in 1969 and did not see WILSON again except for one 
brief moment in 1972 until approximately t'\vO months ago. 
WILSON came to Ocean Springs, Mississippi, from Lafayette, 
Louisiana, about two months ago and lived in the Twin Pines 

. Motel on Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. On July 23, . 
1978, WILSON moved into a house o\vned by FORTNA located next 
door to FORTNA's present residence. 

At approximately 4:15 PM on August 18, 1978, WILSON 
asked FORTNA to come into WILSON's house, that he had something 
very important to tell him. WILSON told FORTNA, fI~ killed that 
black son-of-a-bitch. fI FORTNA asked WILSON who he \Vas talking 
about, and WILSON replied MARTIN LUTHER KING. FORTNA stated 
that he told WILSON he did not believe him, and WILSON said, 
"I am telling you the truth. I actually killed him. I've 
been living with it for ten years, and I can't take it anymore." 
WILSON told FORTNA that MARTIN LUTHER KING was responsible for 
WILSON's father's death. WILSON did not elaborate further on 
this. WILSON told FORTNA that this killing was "engineered lt 

by LOU CRUZ (phonetic). FORTNA stated that he knows LOU CRUZ 
and that LOU CRUZ owned or still owns Lou Cruz Jewelry, 1505 
Main Street, Grandview, Missouri. WILSON told FORTNA that he 
drove to the State Line Airport in Kansas City, Missouri, 
driving a new Ford Thunderbird. WILSON told FORTNA that CRUZ 

Intervi ewed on 8/19/78 otOcean Springs, Mississipp;4=ile If Jackson 62-544 

by __ -=SA~H~·A=R~R~Y~. ~H=.-=C~AR=P~E=N~T=E=R=/~m=a=e~ ________ _ Dote dictoted _--=8..L./~1:....:9:...L/-,7~8,,--__ _ 
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also owned an identical Ford Thunderbird. WILSON left his 
Thunderbird at the airport and fle\v to Memphis, Tennessee. 
CRUZ came to the airport and picked up WILSON's Thunderbird 
and took it from the airport so it~would not be noticed. 
When'WILSON arrived in Memphis, he borrowed a white Ford 
Mustang that he had purchased for his daughter, DEBORAHe 
DEBORAH had driven from Kansas~City to Memphis in the Mu~tang. 
WILSON told FORTNA that he went to the motel where MARTIN 
LUTHER KING was staying and that he used a Japanese sniper 
rifle and shot KING holding the rifle on his hip. He stated 
that this rifle is nmv in the possession of WILSON's son, 
STEVE. WILSON told FORTNA that he was driving away from the 
scene in the Mustang, and he was stopped by the Memphis police, 
but he talked himself out of a ticket, and the car was not 
searched. He stated that the rifle was in the trunk of the 
car at this time. WILSON told FORTNA that he then flew his 
airplane back to Kansas City, and CRUZ picked him up at the 
airport and took him home. 

FORTNA stated that when WILSON told him the above 
information, he, FORTNA, believed that WILSON thought he was 
telling the truth and that he swore on his mother's grave in 
front of a priest that it was the truth. FORTNA stated that 

~ WILSON had never mentioned this subject prior to this instance. 
FORTNA stated that WILSON has been drinking heavily for the 
past two months and has lied to him several times in the past 
two months. WILSON, on occasion, would tell"FORTNA that he 
had been married three or four times since divorcing his first 
wife and then come back at a later date and say that he had 
not been married after divorcing his first wife. 

FORTNA stated that 'WILSON is an excellent pilot, 
that he, FORTNA, has flown with WILSON through bad weather, 
and WILSON had no problems flying the aircraft. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA GHYNNE L. HUPFER at Columbus, Mississippi, on 
August 19, 1978: 

A physical observation of 401 5th Street South, 
Columbus, Mississippi, revealed that this is the address 
of the Candlew'ood Apartments. 

JAMES LANCASTER, 810 Holland Avenue~ advised 
that he is the mvner of the Candlewood Apartments. 
LANCASTER stated that he does not recall anyone by the 
name BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., or BILL '\HLSON, renting 
an apartment from him. LANCASTER advised, however, that 
he has had a g::'eat &al of turnovers in these apartments 
over the past several years and he could not possibly 
recall all his tenants by nameo LANCASTER advised 
that his daughter, RITA BRO\.JNLEE, was the resident 
manager of the Candlewood Apartments for him for several 
years. He stated that she might recall this individual. 

RITA BROWNLEE, 3504 Camilia Circle, advised that 
she was the resident manager of Candlewood Apartments 
during portions of 1974 and all of 1975 and 19760 BROWNLEE 
advised that she does not recall anyone named BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, JR., or BILL WILSON renting an apartment 
from hero She stated, however? that she located a payment 
from a BILL HTLSON, dated July 16, 1975~ for apartment 1fo9 
at the Candlewood Apartments. She advised that this is 
the only record she could find of this individual and 
stated that he must have paid his rent payments in cash~ 

DONALD BEARD, Columbus Police Department, 
advised that their re"cords indicate BURGESS At> WILSON 
''las the complainant and victim of a strong-arm robbery 
on August 7, 1975. BEARD advised that is the only record 
they have of a BURGESS A. WILSON in their files. 

BEARD stated that they have a record of a BILL 
l~ILSON, Apartment 1fo9, Candlewood Apartments, as being 
the subject of a disturbance'call on August 7, 1975, and 
again on August l3 f 1975. BEARD advised that a review of 
his records indicat~that on both of these occasions another 
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tenant at the Candlewood Apartments had called the 
police to complain of excessive noise at the apartment 
of BILL WILSON. Both of these incidents were handled 
by officers of their department 'ivith no arrests being 
made and no charges being filed. 

BARBARA HENSON, Dispatcher, Lowndes County 
Sheriffvs Office t advised that their records are negative 
concerning BURGESS AUDIE WILSON ~ JR., or BILL Y.lILSON. 
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HILLIAM HENRY CAMPBELL, 1706 Kensington Drive 1 
Ocean. Springs 9 t-fississippi ~ 'vas advised of the identity 
of the intervic\ving Agent and the nature of the interview" 
CAMPBELL stated that he is the general superintendent of 
Gulf South Construction Company, Ocean Springsp }fississippi. 

CAMPBELL stated that he does kno,v BILL WILSON 
and that BILL WILSON had worked for him at Gulf South 
Construction Company as a carpenter for approximately 
two "leeks in July. He stated that WllSON worked 
directly under himg CAMPBELL, but that HILSON quit 
after avo weeks because he wanted more money and 
CAMPBELL was not able to pay him more. 

He stated that WILSON was a relatively quiet 
person who did not brag or talk about anything concerning 
violence or notoriety and did not appear to have any 
racial problems. 

CAMPBELL made available the following application 
for employment concerning BILL HILSON:. . . 

Intervi ewed on 8-19 - 78 Jackson 62 ... 544 at Oc.ean Springs, MississiPIfhe # ----------

by SA HARRY H. CARP ENTER /k bn 8-21-78 Dote dictated _________ _ 
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AT VETERANS ADMINISTRATION CENTER, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI 

On August 21, 1978, .Mrs. INGRID SAMPSON, Medical 
Administration Division, Veterans Administration Center, 
Gulfport, Mississippi, advised SCeS) BETTY LOU CLARK she 
could locate no record indicating that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, 
JR., had ever received treatment at the Gulfport or Biloxi, 
Mississippi, Veterans Administration Centers. 

AT KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI 

On August 21, 1978, Airman First Class SUSAN DRENNON, 
Clerk, Registrar's Office, Keesler Medical Center, Keesler Air 
Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi, advised SA EDGAR L. O'NEILL, 
JRo that there was no record in the in-patient records or out
patient records that BURGESS ADDIE WILSON, JR. had ever received 
treatment there. 

She stated that if a patient is treated for routine 
physical examination and is not again seen for a period of two 
years, all medical records are thereafter transmitted to U. S. 
Air Force Medical Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
BRENT W. WARBERG at Columbus, Mississippi: 

PARKER Wo NEELY, 1814 Short Main Street, Columbus, 
Mississippi, advised he did business until 1976 as the 
Box 4-N Gun Shop6 His business concerned gunsmithingo 
NEELY's records reflect on July 17, 1975, Bo A. WILSON, JR., 
Starkville, Mississippi, ~rought in an Arisaka 25 caliber 
:rifles> which rifle was a Japanese military type with the 
serial number obl:i,teratedo The rifle 'tvas a long barrel 
model. NEELY redid the stock and action. The gun was in 
"{\lorking order when he got it. The gun was picked up on 
December 97 19750 ~~ELY advised all other records regarding 
the gun were destroyed; hmvever, he does recall the subject 
as he sold the subject a Colt Diamondback 38 revolver, two 
inch barrel, for which the subject still owes him. NEELY 
stated he determined later the subject was arrested somewhere 
in west Texas and this reVtolver was confiscated. NEELY could 
provide no other information regarding the subject or his 
activities. NEELY did recall the subject stated he obtained 
the rifle from some individual in Tupelo, Mississippi, name 
unrecalled. 

53 

NW 65994 Docld:32989168 Page 439 



.. ·e. • IN 62-544 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR., of the Jackson Office of the 
FBI: 

On August 23, 1978, Sergeant LAURA MIZE, Desk 
Sergeant, Ocean Springs~ Mississippi, Police Department, 
advised that Deputy (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) REYUN s of the Comal 
County, Texas, Sheriff's Department had arrived at the 
Ocean Springs Police Department early that morning to pick 
up prisoner BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. Desk Sergeant MIZE 
advised that Deputy REYUN departed Ocean Springs at 
approximately 10:00 AM, that date, with WILSON en route to 
New Braunfels, Texase 
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Synopsis: 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KI~G, JR. - VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Mrs 0 CHRISTINE GUNTHARP, sister of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 
emphatically stated on 8/23/78, that she did not contact her 
brother, "BILL" WILSON, in Ocean Springs, Ms., in the recent 
past concerning her alleged recognition of a likeness to him 
with regard to a sketch of the killer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
which supposedly was shown on television. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription ____ 9_/<--1_9.1-/_7_8 ____ _ 

Mrs. eHRISTINE (LEON) GUNTHARP, Route 1, Box 36, 
Fulton, Mississippi, was recontacted, at which time she was 
advised of the official identity of the interviewing Agent. 
She was advised specifically that the purpose of this interview 
was to resolve a statement attributed to her brother, BURGESS 
ADDIE WILSON, JR., to the effect that GUNTHARP's brother indi
cated that a sketch of a suspect in the Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR., murder case, '\vhich was allegedly shown on television 
recently, was almost an exact likeness of WILSON. GUNTHARP 
was advised that WILSON said his sister (GUNTHARP) telephoned 
WILSON in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, after the sketch was 
allegedly shown on television, saying that the sketch looked 
exactly like him. 

Concerning the above matter, Mrs. GUNTHARP stated 
emphatically that she did not contact her brother, "BILL" 
WILSON, in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, in the recent past 
concerning her alleged recognition of a likeness to him with 
r,egard to a sketch of the killer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, which 
supposedly was shown on television. 

8/23/78 Fulton, Mississippi '1 #Jackson 62-544 Interviewed on __ ...:..----'---at _____ -'-____ --..:::...::-__ FI e 

bal 9/19/78 
Date dictated --'-----'-------SA DONALD H. GREENE: 

by --~~~~~-~---------------

2·'· " 
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FD-302 <Rev. 11-27-70) • • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription ____ 9-</_1_9'-1<--7_8 ____ _ 

Mrs. ,€HRISTINE (LEON) GUNTHARP, Route 1, Box 36, 
Fulton, Mississippi, was recontacted, at which time she was 
advised of the official identity of the interviewing Agent. 
She was advised specifically that fhe purpose of this interview 
was to resolve a statement attributed to her brother, BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, JR., to the effect that GUNTHARP's brother indi
cated that a sketch of a suspect in the Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR., murder case, which was allegedly shown on television 
recently, was almost an exact likeness of WILSON. GUNTHARP 
was advised that WILSON said his sister (GUNTHARP) telephoned 
WILSON in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, after the sketch was 
allegedly shown on television, s~ying that the sketch looked 
exactly like him. 

Concerning the above matter, Mrs. GUNTHARP stated 
emphatically that she did not contact her brother, "BILL" 
WILSON, in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, in the recent past 
concerning her alleged recognition of a likeness to him with 
regard to a sketch of the killer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, which 
supposedly was shown on television. 

___ 8_/_2_3_/7_8_ at _---.:-F+u_l_t_o_n--=,:.--M_i_s_s_i_s_s_i.=..p.=..p_i_ FOlie #J acks on 62-544 - '19 
Intervi ewed on 'S3= 

bal 9/19/78 
Date dictated ---------SA DONALD H. GREENE: 

by --~~~~-~--------------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/DOJ 
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~ 

TIlt' ~lSMIT VIA: 
'~ 

C~~ '1' ~ letype 

C] Facsimile 

/ 
\ 

e 
PRECEDE~';C~: 

o Immediate 

[J Priority 

o Routine 

FBI -CLAS SIr<' ICATWN : 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1

0 

I 
I 
I 
I 

o CONFIDENTIAL : 

DEFTO l 
o CLEAR : 

Date 9/26/,-8::r.-__ --;1 
r---------------------------·-----·---- _so: ---rJ12 ___ L ____ ---; 

i TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) 

I ATT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, 
I RECORDS ~~AGEMENT DIVISION 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
! 

FROM: SAC, Ji)CKSON (62-544) (RU¢} 

HOUSE SELECT CO~ITTEE 
ON ASSASSD'A~NS (HSCA) 

Re FBIHQ teletype~ dated 9/19/78, captioned 
as above~ 

Enclosed~ under separate cover, are two Xerox 
CCPies~f ~lli~ents from indicated Jackson files: 

IN 157 (CITIZENS COTJNCIL OF AMERICA) (Bufile 105-46604) .. ------., 
(1) 45 serials numbered 314-357. It is noted that 

two serials ar~ numbered 3380 

(2) 21 exhibits numbered lA-37 (two separa·te pamphlets); 
lA Z~3 ., lA-6l 

.TN 157· .. 5,9 l -REATER LOS ANGELES CITIZENS COUNCIL) 
-t"YJ'--"''''- 1:\ 4? 7) \!..lutJ . ..t.'e O.~-3_3 

~ 
3 ?e'ials numbered 24-26 

~TN 157-~J'ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS 
-rrrurfIe 5-34237-33) 

8 serials 
I 

.IN 157-1~ 
One serial 

numbered 526-533 

COUNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI) 

Pe" j;r ../J ~7J.'19770-22~ 
h ;{,#;~ ~A~-



---~~~-~-

• 
IN 62-544 

IN 157-190/ 

M' 7 serials numbered 26-32 

(2) lA-I 

IN ).57-# 

. ":~'~.Jii 157_1~!?ia1S numbered 1-12 

~seria1s numbered 158-165 

IN 157-66144 

Vae.r~a1s numbered 8~24 (serial 15 ski.pped) 

IN 

2 se.\~//numbered 1 and 2 

Jl~ 157-67f!/ 

O~e serial numbered 10 

,IN_157-1W 
2 serials numbered 6 and 7 

IN 15?-lW 
(1) One serial numbered 11 l . 
(2) 1A-fl 

.TI.:r 157 -172~--1 
~ (ly! )Jserials nlli~bered 34, 56, 57 

(\() 2 exhibits nQ~bered lA-I, L~-2 
It sho~ld be noted that above Jackson file numbers 

rlot immediately followed by title of case represent individual 
cases opened concerning local groups by county within the 
Associ.ation of Citizens'Councils of Mississippi, supra. 
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~~ 
' ... I' • ~.y' • \ Indic~ Search Slip 

, .ro-~o (R:f;JJ.') /11 
'lP~t. If if J ~~ l~~ JJt ~~ Date 

? /,:2 /)/7 tF-TO: CHIEF CLERK 

Subject Social S~urit y Account it 

e:c7r :z. ~ nl_t:i CD u. nll'.7 L LJ/:: Am~pzCA 
Aliases 

Address Birth Date Birthplace IRace I Sex OMale o Female 

c:::J Exact Spelling c::::JMain Criminal Case Files Only c=J Restrict to Locality of 

~All References r==J Criminal References O~IY 
c=JMain Subversive Case Files Only DMain SubverSive (If no Main, Ust all Subversive References) 

c:=JSubversive References Only D Main Criminal (If no Main, Hst all Criminal References) 

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks 

t-/573/&*' ~~ ~ .0 ""J.w\ .. /), U~ .,.4 3/l/- 1 ~-7 Dp ~VESTROY FILE. 

'L/'/57-~-1 ~ 
v A." • .J2... / ~ Cf. - ..z.~) () ~~It.. • .1 '" .. ,,- :.. nn I\In-r 1"\C" ...... ft .... " "ILE , , 

~ -. -.. .., .. ,...... .. 

/' " ~ /' VJ ~ ) 
// I)V u / 

/ I / ~.' / 
/ j (J I '/ 

I ~ tV // 
I fJ jV ILl 
"- ~ .. 

" J ,I -

Requested by ~qua~ Extension File No. 
-, 

W:1,"-rS /' '7i) /,;1. - ~-<f'f 
Searched by 

j/ ~~r/7R' 6:2-s-'ftf~)()! . (date) 

Consolidated by r'j(fF--
(date) 

I 

Reviewed by SF\-' I'" r ;:~ 
, .. 

", " . 
(date) 

File Review Symbols 

?J-1/3' I - Identical ? - Not identifiable 
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference *G.P.O.1972-471-961 
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" Indices Search Slip 
(.~.o-16~ CA"v. 3-~3-711 e e . 

f 
! 

Date 

TO: CHIEF CLERK . 
Subject 

~ rf: (L~-I-: 
Social Security Account # ('riA' ~ .A,A. ... ",.., ~ 

Aliases ( -.~ 

Address Birth Date Birthplace IRace Isex DMaie 
DFemale 

c=J Exact Spelling ~Main Criminal Case Fiies Only c=J Restrict to Locality of 

c=JAll References c::J Criminal References Only 

c=JMain Subversive Case Files Only [=:J Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

c::=JSubversive References Only c::J Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

XJ;e;~;;:7;~ 
Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks 

')~. AJ.L ~Z /If)t.N 

o(/57-/7i.)~Jf-
, ,"". 

'/f~~b~ '1 DO NOT DES TROY F~LE. ( t;~ •• . -~ 

V{;5"7 -17cfs*" c1)~.LM .... ~ A J9~_ 7 
..,.,O~ 

.1"~4.., y"'" 

l,,'(f :;-7 -/ Y IJ7l ~ 
.. , " ~~ 

/~~ 7 rJ./9hr-· 
...... ,. 

I~~./nl IA~_ , .," " ","," 
J( /!;;- 7 -.d-~ W 

' V V 

.A~I' ~~v 

~hk. /'A J 1 h"7 J. 141-.,1" • (,~~ 

~/S 7-9~3'? p, ". ~ 0 . d A. 

V 

t/ ~A""" _I. -.f) 1 .r L.... DO NOT DESTROY FALE, 
V V 

Requested by ~quad Extension File No. 

I 
Searched by 

I 

(date) 

, Consolidated by 

(date) 

Reviewed by 

.- (date) 
File Review Symbols 

I ,- Identical ? - Not identifiable 
NI - 'Not identical U - Unavailable reference 

FBI/OOJ 
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Indices Search Slip 
~O-.16.Ql (MAv. 3-:;:3-7 J 1 .. 

TO: CHIEF CLERK 

Address 

c=J Exact Spelll.'nq 

c=JAll References 

c=:JMain SubversIve Case Files Only 

c=JSubversive References Only 

File & Serial Number 

Searched by 

Consolidated by 

Reviewed by 

File Review Symbols 

• 
Date 

y 
( 

Social Security Account # 

Birth Date Birthplace 
( 

c=:JMain Criminal Case Fiies Only c=J Restrict to Locality of 

r=!Criminal References Only 

c=J Main Subversive (If no Main, Ust all Subversive References) 

r=! Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

Remarks FHe & Serial Number Rem~ 

Sex 
OMale o Female 

• 

iLE. 

o NOT neST 0 
DO NOT DESTROY F~L'E, 

. . 
01 DESTROY FILE" 

File No. 

(date) 

(date) 

date) 

1 - Identical ? - Not identifiable 
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference 

FBI/DOJ 
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Indl~es Search Slip 
if'D,.16Q.lCI'lp.v. 3-~3-7 II 

TO: CHIEF CLERK 

Subject 

Aliases 

Address 

c=J Exact Spelli'nq 

c=JAll References 

CJMain Subversive Case Files Only 

r=JSubversive References Only 

File & Serial Number 

)( /!;,- <3~b~ 
X /s 7 - -1-/.)f 

£" 7 - S-9 ~ :>(:. 

X'IS 7 - ~.;;J:J ~ 
)< 57-1 P Lj() 4-

X.J~ 7-.;J.. 6S' *' 
..,;f . : 

~

X /S7-/79~ 
os;-~ gr;, *-

Requested by 

Searched by 

Consolidated by 

Reviewed by 

File Review Symbols 

• 
Date 

r 
( 

9-d-/-7.~ 
Social Security Account #I 

Birth Date Birthplace Sex 
DMale 
o Female 

c=J Main Criminal Case Fiies Only c=J Restrict to Locality of 

c:::J Criminal References Only 

c=I Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

CI Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks 

'3 

Extension 

(date) 

(date) 

date) 

- - .... ~ ___ .~"t'I' 

llJi,:;) Ii ~~<J l 
r-r"·ro::: ..... 
~ ... t..ol __ ::;<It 

DO NOT DESTROY F~LE, 

File No. 

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable 
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference 

PBI/DOJ 
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Ind{ces Search Slip 
tF-:;:-.~6Il.':Ci'lAV. 3-~3-71l 

TO: CHIEF CLERK 

Subject 

Aliases 

Address 

c::::J Exact Spellfnq 

c::::JAll References 

c::JMain Subversive Case Files Only 

c=JSubversive References Only 

File & Serial Number 

• 
Date 

f 
( 

Social Security Account # 

Birth Date Birthplace 

c::::JMain Criminal Case Files Only CJ Restrict to Locality of 

r=J Criminal References Only 

c=JMain Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

r=J Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal'References) 

Remarks File & Serial Number 

..-! V''-''~ 

Sex 
DMaie o Female 

/ ,0\ 
/-~~~~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~U~~~'~--------

/~~~------~~--------~~------------~-------------

_1",$' DO NOT DESTROY F~LE. 

DO NOT DESTROY FILE~ 

~OT DESTROY _ FULE~ 

File No. 

Searched by 

(date) 

Consolidated by 

(date) 

Reviewed by 

date 
File Review Sy'mbols 

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable 
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference 

FBI/OOJ 
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, 'l.-" 

- " , 

AIHfl'l~L 

'; . 

·10/2/78 , 

TO.' , SACs r Birminqham :(44,..1740) 
Chicago . (44-1114) 
Dallas (44-2649) 
Hous.:t;on· (44··~1509) 

~£Clt.;~ {62':-S44}' 
Kansas City (44~760) 

. Memphis (44-,1987 S'lJ-b. r-1) 
Oklahoma City. (44,-686) 
Pittsburgh . (44~1572) 
San An:tonio (44°··12.l2) 
St. ~ouis (44-775) 

Director, FBI (44~i8861) 

RE ~ l':>,LLEGA'J~ION BY BURGI<;SS A:GDIE WILSON 

.. 

Copies of all reports from recipient offices 
have be(.;)fl received and helve. been fOrt"la:r.d(~d. tel the 
Depart.ment. 

, Based on the 'e~~:terisive investigation con:ducted 
re t.his Bttrgess ·F"udie flilsol1 allegn't.ion. including the 
fact il1.vestigat::ion determined he did not have a.ccess tc..') t,he 
airplane in l:':..pril of 1968 r' nor to. a vehicle in DUssouri 
as he claimed 3 the Dt3pa,rt.ment request:ed no furthex-
i.nves'tigation.r@ the Wil'sol1allegation. ,', 

\'. 

Promptly 'report any addH::.ional information to· 
FB:tHQ volunteered re "I::ho t-alson 'allegat.ion t ' however, 
conduct no act~,ve investigation t1.1'11e.ss instructed by 
FBIHQ as directed by the })eps.rt.mi'iu').t. 

, . ~'. ~ . 
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O~ (Rev. t27-76l • • 
TRANSMIT VIA: airte1 

PRECEDENCE: 

CLASSIFICATION: DATE: October 2, 1978 

To: ~~AC, Jackson (62-544) 

Director, FBI (62-117290) 

HOUSE SELECT C0roiMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) 

Re Jackson airte1, 9/26/78. 

Enclosed for Jackson is one copy of "The Citizen IT 

dated November, 1968, which was included with Xerox copies 
of other documents. 

__ Enc1osure~ 
~ 
0:: 

~ 
E-< 
IX. 
L'il 
...:t ... 
.!:. 
'" .5 -

65994 Docld:32989168 456 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78) 
'P' 

v 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

xl;] Teletype 

o Facsimile 

0------

PRECEDENCE: 

o Immediate 

~Priority 

o Routine 

FBI • CLASSIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

o CONFIDENTIAL 

o UNCLAS EFT 0 

Cil UNCLAS 

Date 10/1k'78 
------------------------------,----------------------
FM JACKSON (62-544) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY 

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, JEH BUILDING 

MEMPHIS (44-1987 -SUB-M) PRIORITY t 1'2.. ~ t. 
BT 

UNCLAS 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS; MURKIN. 

RE JACKSON AIRTEL TO BUREAU AND MEMrHIS, APRIL 18, 1969. 

FOR INFO OF BUREAU, THE ALCORN COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT, 

CORINTH, MS., IS IN RECEIPT OF A LETTER DATED OCTOBER 10, 1978, 

F:RO;lV.l JAMES EAR.L R.AY, IN WHICH :RAY STATES THAT UNTIL "JUST RECENTLY" 

HE ASSUMED THAT AUTHOR!TIES KNEW THAT HE HAD :REGISTERED IN A MOTEL 

IN CORINTH, MS., ON APRIL 1, 1968. IN THE LETTER, RAY REQUESTS 

THE ASSISTANCE OF THE ALCORN COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT AND ANY 

RECORDS THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE AT THAT DEPARTMENT TO VERIFY THAT 

HE AND/OR A 1966 MUSTANG BEARING ALA. LICENSE B8993, REGISTERED TO 

ERIC S. GALT, WAS SEEN IN CORINTH, MS., ON APRIL 1,1968. RAY 

- Jackson 

HG/ba1 (1) Searched ___ .,...."...,.,:--___ _ 
Serialized _____ /fl ______ _ 

----,>"7"'::;-------

Approved: lJ/o~ P 
n,o~ 

er" • 
F'BI/DOJ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78) ,... 

~ 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

o Teletype 

o Facsimile 

D-----_ 

• PRECEDENCE: 

o Immediate 

o Priority 

D Routine 

FBI • CLASSIFICATION: 

o TOP SECRET 

o SECRET 

o CONFIDENTIAL 

o UNCLAS EFT 0 

o UNCLAS 

Date ______ --; 

PAGE-iwo-nEJN-OOOlUNCLASJN62:544-------------------------
ATTACHED TO HIS LETTER A SKETCH OF HIS RECOLLECTION AS TO THE 

LOCATION OF THE MOTEL IN WHICH HE REPORTEDLY STAYED APRIL 1, 1968. 

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE DESCRIBED MUSTANG AUTO AND 

RAY AND HIS KNOWN ALIASES WAS CONDUCTED IN ALCORN COUNTY, MS., AT 

LOCAL MOTELS DURING THE COURSE OF INVESTIGATION IN CONNECTION WTIH 

THE KILLING OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. REFERENCED AIRTEL DISCLOSED 

THAT CONTACT WAS MADE WITH ALL MOTELS LOCATED IN CORINTH, MS., AND 

VXCXNITY AND NO RECORD WAS LOCATED UNDER SUBJECT'S TRUE NAME, KNOWN 

ALIASES AND ALABAMA LICENSE IN CONNECTION WITH CAR DRIVEN BY 

SUBJECT. 

LHM TO INCLUDE COPY OF RAY'S OCTOBER 10, 1978, LETTER TO THE 

ALCORN COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE BUREAU. 

BT 

#0001 

Approved: _______ _ Trans mitted --::-c:--::---:----:-::----:---
(Number) (Time) 

Per _____ -
FBI/DOJ 
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• 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNo. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Post Office Box 1450 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 

November 28, 1978 

NW 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

On October 12, 1978, Edwin B. Coleman, Sheriff, 
Alcorn County, Corinth, Mississippi, telephonically 
contacted the Federal Bureau of Investigation advising 
that on that date, he received a letter from 
James Earl Ray, postmarked Petros, Tennessee, Zi~ Code 
37845, requesting that the Alcorn County Sheriff s 
Department furnish any records they may have to indicate 
that a 1966 Mustang displaying Alabama License B8993, 
was observed in Alcorn County, Corinth, Mississippi, 
April 1, 1968... In his letter, Ray claims to have been 
registered~ a Corinth motel on April 1, 1968. 

As reflected in the files of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigativn, extensive investigation 
concerning Eric S. Galt and a 1966 Mustang registered 
in the Galt name, was conducted subsequent to the 
killing of Dr. Martin Luther King in Memphis, Tennessee. 

tol-5"1<1 - / 0 ~ 
3 - Bureau (44-38861) '\' 

~ 
- Memphis (44-1987 SUB M) 

, - Jackson (62-544) (RUC) 
HG/drw J~UU ../A 

(6) (flu 7}-VftJ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING; JR. -
VICTIM 

The entire scope of this investigation is a matter of 
record in the FBI investigative reports. 

Since all logical investigation concerning 
this matter has been concluded, no additional inves
tigative effort in response to Ray's letter is being 
pursued at this time. 

A photocopy of the envelope, letter, and 
attached diagram is attached hereto. 

2* 
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A.ORN COUNTY SHERIFF. DEPT. 

EDWIN B. COLEMAN, SHERIFF 
TERRY W. DOLES, CHIEF DEPUTY 

Donald Green 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Tupelo, MiSSissippi 38801 

Dear Don, 

P. O. BOX 1573 

CORINTH, MISSISSIPPI 38834 

October 13, 1978" 

Ref: Enclosed letter 

PHONE (601) 286-5521 
286-552 

JAIL 286-395 

On October· 12, 1978, I reci·eved a letter from James Earl Ray requesting that 

this Department try to locate a motel that he stayed in or April 1, 1968. The 

motel is supposed to be on Highway 72 in Corinth. I checked with the Southern 

Motel and they have no record. I also checked with the Corona Plaza. They have 

no record but the ownership has ch~nged hands several times since 1968 and the 

present owner is trying to locate the old records. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter and diagram of the location of 

the motel. Also enclosed is a message from the National Sheriff's Association 

addressed to Mr. Ray. 

Do you think there is any.reason why we should check any further into this matter 

since you checked all the motels in 1968? 

If we can be of any assistance to you in the future, please feel free to call 

on us. 

With kindness and best ~egards, 

lcY~ 
Edwin B. Coleman, Sheriff 

EBC;bet 

cc 
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Sherj ff i!:dt.":i:r. E. Colenr-,n 

Alcorn County Sheriff' c Dept. 

Corinth, His,issiImi ••• ;:S·334. 



~ ~---------~-

" e 
Edv.'J.n B. Cole~n,:n 10 October 1978 

> Sheriff, Alcorn County B.i"!.P. 

Corinth, Missis:.iP!)i. 38834. Petros, TN.37845. 

Dec.r Sheriff Cole!:l,:m: 

~~his letter :pert:-:ins to the Dr. lvb.rtin Luther King jr. homicide and 

rol~ted m~tter as follows: 

On l.:pril 1, 1968, I checked into E, Hotel in Corinth, Iviis8issippi, ftnd 

clepar.t.ed the follo','!inc morninc. Until J~~~_E~~~!!~!~ I as ::umed .the 

<'tuthori ties Imew this consequently I never asked anyone to check into 

the r.l~~tter. No'."! I learn the e,uthori ties bel,.eieve L:wc:.s else where April 1 st. 

Hy rerl-son(s) for this letter' is to enquire if your of "ice has a recor.d, 

throUGh ?erh:.~ps :'. routine check of cO.rs reCistered in ~"!otels on the 

:'.fort.!'!l.entioned dr.tc, 0 f th . .: ::mtomobile I WQ..S dri vine. It VUJ.S a 1966 Hust:;'.ng 

reGistered under the nnme 0 f Eric S. G,l t; Alo.bcuna t:·.g no. B 8993 • 

... .1so, ",S 'uminc Hotels have to be licensed by the city or county in 

His:~is:~ip::?i, woule: either of thoes Governments re(!,uire Hotels to ret8.in, 

or furnish ther.: to rotc:in, D. list of the Hotel Quests? possibly for tax 

purposes. 

:·'in:.lly :'ny other' ini"orr.l·'tion ~bout the r.bove subject fror.t your of rice 

i'ioulc: be very mush c-.::?::?recinted, such as the 1968 O,,'mer of the Hotel I 

st:-·.yed in ( sec ~iscr::'r.l o.tto.ched), providine the Di:<.Gr~.m CD.n be m,:,tched 

';:;lth the !'Iotel. 

Sincerely: 
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;thic\'~ YG'.l r.lf.H,·i:: i.one(~ : 

3~ ~hcd.fE E' :.,,'i.tl. 13. Cc10:·.v"a 
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TO: ' 

FROH: 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, JACKSON (62-544) (RUC) 

JAl>1ES EARL RAY, aka; 
DR. HARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTI:t-l 
CR - CONSPIRACY (B) 
00: HID·1PHIS 

t-

11/27/78 

Re Jackson teletype to FBIHQ, dated 10/16/78. 

Enclosed for the Bureau ar~ three copies of 
one LHt-! captioned and dated as above. T~~o copies of 
the Lat·l are being furnished to Hemphis. 

Since no further investigation remains in the 
Jacl~on Division, this matter is being RUC'd. 

2 - Bureau (Ene. 3) 
2 ~ Hemphis (44-1987 

0,.- - -Jackson 
DHG1d1rtv 
(5) . '. , ;I_:~ 

I. -1lJ 
1) 

l NW 65994 Doc~:32939168 f'.ge 461; 

SUB IvI) (Ene. 2) 



"j 

( 
" 

i4r. Edwin B. Cole!TIn.n 

Sheriff, Alcorn County 

Corinth, Hissis:·,ippi. 38834. 

Dec.r Sheriff Colem.:m: 

10 October 1978 

, 
J ::ll'~es E. R<.·y ,~~65477 

B.H.P. 
Petros, ~r .37845. 

':.'hiG letter pert~ins to the Dr. Nnrtin Luther King jr. homicide and 

rel~ted m~tter as follows: 

On l~:9ril 1, 1968, I checked into c, Motel in Corinth, Iviississippi, and 

depar.ted the follovlinc morning. Until j~~:LE~'£~:!~!~ I e.s:-umed the 

<.tuthori ties knew this consequently I never asked o.nyone to check into 

the r.wtter. Nov! I learn the authorities beljiieve L~Vlas else where April 1 st. 

My reason(s) for this letter is to enquire if your of ' ice has a record, 

throuGh perhops :\ routine check of CCtrs reGistered in i''lotels on the 

['.forl:..mentioned dr.to, of tho.; n.utomobile I was driving. It W<J..S a 1966 Nustc'.ng 

regictered under the nnme 0 f Eric S. GrIt; Alo..b.:unn t: g no. B 8993 • 

.." .. 1 so , "s 'uming Hotels hove to be licensed by the city or county in 

Hissis~iippi, would either 0 f tho es Governments require Notels to ret2.in, 

or furnish them to rGto.in, a list of the !'1otel Quests? possibly for tax 

purposes. 

Fin:.lly :ny other inrorm·'tion hbout the :-.bove subject from your of1'ice 

would be very mush r~:9:9recio.ted, such as the 1968 O\'mer of the Hotel I 

st:-:yed in ( seG disgr.-'m D.tto.ched), providing the Di:<cr~m cun be mctched 

\'Jill th th c No tel. 

Sincerely: 

W;2. --£1tf-lIA 
.</1 ~- ' 

LNW...65.9!!Y. Oocld:32989168 Page 46J. 
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BY SIGNED 
Form N·N73tlCTho Drawlne Board. Inc., Box 505. Dallas. Teo! 75221 

RECIPIENT KEEPTHIS COPY,RETURN WHITE C:OPYTO SENDER 1. 
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ALCORN COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 

EDWIN B. COLEMAN, SHERIFF 
TERRY W. DOLES, CHIEF DEPUTY 

Donald Green 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Tupelo, Mississippi 38801 

Dear Don, 

P. O. BOX 1573 

CORINTH, MISSISSIPPI 38834 

October 13, 1979 

Ref: Enclosed letter 

PHONE (601) 286-5521 
286-5522 

JAIL 286-3952 

On October· 12, 1978, I reci'eved a letter from James Earl Ray requesting that 

this Department try to locate a motel that he stayed in on April 1, 1968. The 

motel is supposed to be on Highway 72 in Corinth. I checked with the Southern 

Motel and they have no record. I also checked with the Corona Plaza. They have 

no record but the ownership has changed hands several times since 1968 and the 

present owner is trying to locate the old records. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter and diagram of the location of 

the motel. Also enclosed is a message from the National Sheriff's Association 

addressed to Mr. Ray. 

Do you think there is any reason why w.e should check any further into this matter 

since you checked all the '.motels in 19687 

If we can be of any assistance to you in the future, please feel free to call 

on us. 

With kindness and best regards, 

lJ~ 
Edwin B. Coleman, Sheriff 

EBC;bet 

cc 

enc. 
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In Reply, PZ- ReJu to 
File No. 

• • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Dallas, Texas 

February 1, 1979 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

On January 30, 1979, an anonymous woman caller 
teleph9nicaYly furnished the following information to 
speCial~ Ant Udo H. Specht, FBI, Dallas, Texas: 

She stated that an individual by the name of 
C. H. tj·son l residing at Boyd, Texas, in a brick house 
on" t5e ~between Boyd and Azle, Texas, might have been 
respon ible or somehow involved in the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Spe described Wilson as a white 
male, 6', 180 pounds, 51 years of age, and a pipe welder 
by trade. wilson was involved in Ku Klux Klan activities 
and lived in Greenville, Mississippi in ~968 and prior to 
that. Prior to the assassipation of King, Wilson allegedly 
stated that he would kill or was going to kill Martin Luther 
King. wilson and another man, whom she would not identify, f1J 
were in Memphis the day King was assassinated. At that time, 1 
wilson owned a relatively new white Ford Mustang bearing 
Mississippi license plates. After Wilson returned to 
Greenville, Mississippi, from Memphis, Tennessee, he hid the 
white Mustang for approximately one month. 

The caller stated that Wilson is an alcoholic and 
was during that time. He was drinking two and three quarts a 
day. The caller stated that Wilson is mean and capable of murder, 
especially- if he has been drinking. 

The caller would not identify the other man who was in 
Memphis with Wilson until she found out somehow that someone is 
investigating what she is saying. 

On January 30, 1979, a telephone company information 
operator advised that a C. H. Wilson is listed as residing in 
Boyd, Texas, telephone number {8l7)433-5l05. 

The Dallas, Texas FBI indices to investigatory records 
did not reflect any information identifiable with C. H. Wilson. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

FBI/OOJ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78) • ') FBI 

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 

o Teletype o Immediate D TOP SECRET 
o Facsimile o Priority D SECRET 

aI Airtel o Routine o CONFIDENTIAL 

o UNCLAS EFT 0 

D UNCLAS 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
(MURKIN) 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

00: MEMPHIS 

/-- -

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are five copies 
of an LHM dated and captioned as above. 

One copy of same is being designated for Memphis 
and Jackson. 

~--,. 

~
- Bureau (Encs -

1 - Jackson (Encs 
- Memphis (Encs 

1 - Dallas 

5) Lt') 
- 1)~1 

- 1) . _0.;1- st/tf- jlt! 
•• -, lin, '''r t '. 11 

UHS/mpc 
(6) 

Approved: _______ _ 
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1 F.I-JACKSO,-t -'tJ"7"74fj-1 

Transmitted ______ ,,-..,.--__ 
(Number) (Time) 

Per ____ ~_ 
FBIIOOJ 




