
SUB*- IJigfit Phonaneia.

7 :- First Tactical ir Force ' ’.w.) A 0 37; US AKTe

1. it refere co to rcor .r: for..-frac, too XU til 
Tactical. Air Coionanil Trough your ■ [onlouartern on ^ subject of 
night phenenenn (foofighter), and furler to tide Ifcadquartero* 
letter of even reference dadoi 11 Fabruoiy, a i-eply has nor- been 
received from the Air ibniptry vaio coy that TJccnbor Comutod. brews 
have for sorae time boon, reporting d.dlar pijotonnt'A.

2. The Air ' inintry'vicv/ la that a f aw of the alleged 
aircraft may have been ' o,262's and for n rest flak rochets 
are [suggested as the rent lively, c. planation,

3. It is -egretted that, no further-, cr .-iotv definite, 
information can be given.

for the 'eputy Supm © Co: .ander,

C.' ,
Air Co:wbr,re’
A.C. of -2.
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“7-------------------A/Cradr. Grierson
A.C. of S. A-2 
Air Staff S.H.A.'

I

Air Ministry, D.D.I.2

Date : 13th March, 1945

Ref : 111/45/DDI2. 945

BALDS OF FIRE

The papers dealing with 
the above subject which you en­
closed ivith your memo 3HAEF Air/ 
TS.37153/A2 dated 11th February, 
have been carefully examined and 
discussed with the various other 
Departments concerned.

Bomber Command crews have 
for some time been reporting simi­
lar phenonema. A few of the 
alleged aircraft may have been Me. 
262 and for the rest, flak rockets 
are suggested as the most likely 
explanation.

The whole affair is 
still something of a mystery and 
the evidence is very sketchy and 
varied so that no definite and
satisfactory explanation can yet 
be given,

2355 . Hopkins
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SUPR S . i U^ r^.RT^S
ALLIED SXPdDITIO.iAPY FO-OJ (FOR AR?) 

Office of the Assistant Chi Jf of Staff

S-^-5F

R3F : SEA F/AIR/S.371&3/A-2 14 diarch 194b

\URJSCTi Request for Photographs.

TO i. HQ. 1ST US. TAC. A.F.
Attention AC of S. A-2.

Refer nae your letter dated 12 March asking that 
photos be furnished as mentioned in our Si nal '.1.380 
dated 4 larch, this office has since been informed by EQ. 
IX TAC. That the pictures of "Long cylindrical objects" 
claimed by the 107th . »R. Squadron pilot proved’vo bo unsuccessful.

For the deputy Supreme Commander’

T.G. AMSS.
Lt-Col. AC.
A-? ^5003.

2356 '/ 4338



Sigtt.il fl 
No. oMi 

Groups

GR
SIGNALS OFFICE

-5 MAR 1945 
SIGELS . ^IMRTERS

REPEATED

;n - >r’s Number
AI ^

Date
5 ’'TC' 1^-5.

I (Write horizontally)
Tt^ AX 222 4TH WC[I(.)S

VT^TTTe hsrs ian'Y t ki. 10

. AVAiL. 3L11___ BOMB TRIHW3ERKE 15

) <X ' 20

.W c.rra WP - ATT) I rhpctit an SEHJBK TO 25

n" - iQgET—— Arc carct- ' 30

35

40

45

50

Maybe sent AS WRITTEN •(!) B.w\N¥ Signal iUEicd
- »(2) NOT by Wireless

♦(3) Bui if liable to Inirw<'f>^:'
/ i o> Capture SEND IN GYPHER

Signature. j ^T-C^-d—Jk /

:endin CYPHER *(1) By ANY S-ml
Method

♦(2) NOT by Wireless

Signature ~ 2359

1 'ate-Time Croup 
05 /^ A.

)riginatdr’s Instructions 
Degree of Priority 

_____ i_

rncRTAiTRank
C'.StriLc out methods which do not a Mdy. Below this line t$ for Sipi*h use only )

tiW9 WL 49367/0J7J4 497.000 Pods J/44 MP 51-8»8



FC^ AIR MINISTRY WHITEHALL

TO S.H.A.E.F. (FORWARD) FOR AIR COMMODORE OR “Wte

* 5MAR1^4§
ABIE KRAY WO WO WO FOURTH MARCH

REFERENCE MIKESUGARWILLIA2' SIX DATED SECOMD JANUARY ONENIHEFOURFIVE FROM VCAS

TO AIR MARSHAL ROBB STRESSING IMPORTANCE OF ILCOVERIFG BULK STOCKS OF CARMAN

BOMB TORE LOES FROM TRIEPEIPrERKE MOISHEIM AIL REPLY JIG MIKE ROGER SLANT

' TWO TWO DATED SECOND JAI NARY BULK DELIVERIES HAVE HOT REPEAT NOT ITE

BEGU: FL DEBASE INVESTIGATE AS STOCKS ARE REQUIRED URGENTLY DISTRIBUTION’
AC fi ON .NFOR.

FRIO ITY IMPORTANT 2369
iMpr^^^A^t r_



REFERENCE YOUR MESSAGE AI.320 DATED 041745A: PHOTOS OF LONG CYLINDRICAL 
OBJECTS TAKEN BY 67TH TAC/R PILOTS 011030 VICINITY F-5710 WERE UNSUCC­
ESSFUL, FULL WRITTEN REPORT WILL FOLLOW.

QUESADA

BT 051102A
DRP AR
AFF R ......05/1132 KS AR

- 2361
4346



ignal Office File No.
Office Date Stamp

R.A F. Ferm 96.

OU t

IAEovc thu

FROM AIR STAFF S.H.A.E.F. FORWARD.

ro

Ui. of
I’S

T TAG A.F. H.Q. IXTH TACAIR MINISTRY. USSTAF/ And T.A

^ MESSAGE FOR^

Message

Heading

REPEATED NINTH AIR FORCE. /^

•j '->'-.r’s Numt>cr 
.AI.

Date
4 MARCH 1945

j (Write horizontally)
J FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM H.Q. NINTH S

TAC AIR COWARD DATED 1 MARCH QUOTE PILOTS REPORT FOLLOWING. AN ALUMINUM 10

COLOURED CYLINDER SHAPED OBJECT CCMMA ABOUT 12 FEET LONG 15

AImT) 1 FOOT IN DIAMETER WAS OBSERVED FLOATING IN.THE AIR AT 20

9,000 FEET (j IT APPEARED TO BE SUSPENDED VERTICALLY 25

WITH SMALL FINS ARD A NAST PROJECTING FROM THE LOWER 30

END (.) THE OBJECT WAS ATTACKED AID PARTIALLY DEFLATED 35

COMMA A RED IM-E RESULTED WITHOUT SMOKE (J THE CYLINDER 40

DID HOT_______ DISINTEGRATE D FH0T0 TAKEN BY 107 SQ. 45

OF 67 TAC/R GROUP AT 011030 HOURS VIC F-5710 ‘ UNQUOTE (.) 50

Daw-Time Group-^nd in CYPHER'(G By ANY Siena) 
Method

Maybe sent AS WRITTEN ♦(!) By ANY Signal Method 
’(2) NOT by Wireless
*(3) But if liable to Interceptor 
or Capture SEND in CYPHER

♦(2) KOT by Wireless

Originator’s Instructions

Signature Signature...

_________________________ _  i tt ank______________________________
(•.Strike out methods which do nor apply. Below this hoc is for Signals use only )

Rank

774809 WL 49887/03 734 497,000 Pods 3/44 MP 51 833$ .



R.A.F. erm 9€. ^^ A S^r^iG^C f” C3 i ,\1 (^pwJ Office File Mo ^

IN No. of Office Date Stamp
Groups

Message GR
OUT

Heading

(Auov< mu Une is lor Signals use only)

SROM

PAGE 2 -

REPEATED

Date-Tune Group

■_) : -"■Ac's Naml« Date 
A MARCH

| (Write horizontally)
5

PHOTOS TO AIR 1ZKISTRY COMMA USSTAF AI© A.C.I.U. 10

ALSO FULL WRITTEN REPORT BY PILOTS CONCERNED 15

(.) ANY— _ -FURTHER __JIiSTAJI£ES__ ALSO TO . BE 20

REP ORTED X4____ 25

30

35

40

L 4G 48 45

50

;nd in CYPHER *(t) Py ANY Signa! 
‘Method

May be sent AS WRITTEN •(!) By ANY Signal Metho# 
*(3) NOT by Wifeys

Signature

Ran!:

System

Signatur

714899 Wt. 49887/03734 497,000 Pads J/44 MP5I-8JH

•O by Wireless C41745A

Originator's Instructions 
Degree of Priority

SECRET- 
IMMEDIATEnk . _ ..... _ . _____-, _._

r our methods which do not apply. Below (bis line is for Signals use only )

Time 
in Reader Sender

Sy»tem 
out

Tune 
out Reader Sender

SyMcm 
out

Time 
out Reader Sender

\ 4 VU ' A*

— ■



JEU*

TOO CHS-:7A DIARCH

SECRET
SHAEF 

STAFF MESSAGE CONTROL 

INCOMING MESSAGE
TOR 0121GOA MARCH
mhm 012115A MARCH

0 £ E 1 1 0 a 2 T X
2MAR1945

FRCV! ; HQ IX TAG SIGNED QUESADA I'/lS^

:GG SHAEF MAIN ATTN A-2, CO NINTH AF ADV ATTN / “2

REf NO : NONE, 1 MARCH 1945

Pilots repcot the following.

An aluminum colored cylinder shaped object, 
about 12 ft long and 1 ft in diameter was observed floating; in 4 ie 
air at 9,000 ft. It appeared to be suspended vertically with smell 
fins and a mast projecting from the lower end. The. object was attached 
and partially deflated, a red flame resulted, without smoke. The 
cylinder did not disintegrated

Photo taken by 107 SQ of 67 TAC/R Group at 011030

SMC IN 310 1 MAR 45 220QA AGD/uml REF NO: NONE

SECRET COPY NO

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN



^ILj
:;- A.D. I. (k), Air Ministry,

To:- A/Cdr. Grierson, S.H.A.E.F.Main, 
(Air Div.).

Copy to C.1,0. 2nd T.A.F
Dateir 17th February 1945*

SHAEFMA
PI FEB 1945

Reference your SHAEF AU/S.J7153/A.2 
dated 14th February 1945 with the attached 
CX report, this probably refers to "Flak Bombe" 
mentioned in A.D.I.(k) Report No.562/1944, 
paragraphs 128 and 129

S.DJtFelkin 
Wing Commander

SDF/GJ 2365

4350



HEP: SHA? ? .; - / a 37153/A-2.

SUH <CT: Kight -hencoena.

TO: liendqu-rters, U.S.S.T.A.F
(For attention of Chief Tedhfjicm? Intelligence 

Officer, Col. Bradley).

1. Attached are copies of apers received from -. ^ .\mt 
Tac. Air 'oroe (Itov). From the nunber ci reports quoted in 
the 2nd W/Ind from tlx 415th Night Fighter Sjuadrcn, it •would 
seem that there must be southing, wore tl< a Amro inaginatian 
behind the matter, and :.n view oi the fact that-pilot-. and crews 
are bccotning slightly worried by then., it is ccrxidored that 
everything possible should bo dene to get to the root of the 
matter.

2. Copier of the reports have been sent to tlx Air Ministry 
for iA?ir cm ..Alteration, and the Scientific lxwee'-i£a,tior.
Division of this Headquarters (Hr. Robertson) has also been asked 

filler tlx problc..

3. In ths meantiuc. it is sugiested tlw; it night bo as well 
for on Air Technical Intelligence Officer to, visit the mit 
oonceruod and obtain reports and impressions at first hand from 
aircrew personnel.

For the Deputy Supreme CoEnmndor,

- 4191



REPs-

AIR STAFF 
SUPPED HEADQUARTERS 

ALLIED K^EDITTOKAItf- FORCE

11 February 1%^.

TC:- First Tactical Air Force (Prov.), AFC- J?*., U.S* ARMY,

1. Reference to your Jrd Indorse.nwnt on the subject of 
night phenomenon originated by the AIS th Night Fighter 
Squadron, there is no information at this Head quartern 
which might explain the nature and cause of the lights 
and other phenomena described by th? pilots of this 
Sou dron.

2. The matter is-. Therefore, being referred to the 
Air Ministry in order to find out whether any f^thjj also 
information can be obtained.fron that (Source. , - n^ hoped to make, arrangements for an Air Tecnniftal Intelligence 
Officer from USSTAF to visit the Unit concerned.

For the Deputy Supreme Commander,

c.:. grilkisi:, 
Air Coaruodore, 
A.C. of 8., A-2.

2403 4392



2nd Ind. -W-2

HEADQUARTERS XII TACTICAL AIR COMMAND (ADV), 
4 February 1945.

APO #374, U.S. Army, (_

SMAEFMaIII
TO: Commanding General, First Tactical Air Force (Prov) g pg£p?.#6V4, 

U.S. Army. Attn: A/C of S, A-2.

Attention is invited to 2nd W/lnd»

J-^ zt^W 1 ^^ ^ <>^<-^4^^, 
'^-' LEAVITT CORNING, JR., 

Lt. Colonel, G. S. C., 
A/C of S, A-2.

3rd Ind. D-Y-l
HEADQUARTERS, FIRST TACTICAL AIR FORCE (PROV), APO $74, U S Array, 5 February 1945.

TO: Chief Intelligence Officer, Air Staff SHAEF, APO 757*

1. Forwarded for your information.

2. This headquarters has no further information or explanation in connection 
with these phenomena.

5* It is believed that further investigation is warranted. Since appropriate 
technical personnel are not available within the First Tactical Air Force, the matter 
is forwarded for such further investigation as may be advisable.

1 Incl.
#1 - 1st & 2nd W/lnd, 25 Jan 45 

and 50 Jan 45.

SECRET

4393
2404



SECRET SECRET
®TH: CG, XII TAO 
g Initial /y- 
?Date; 16^Jan 1945

HEADQUARTERS XII TACTICAL AIR COMMAND (ADV) 
Office of the A/C of S, A-2

D-C-l

APO 374, US Army, 
16 January 1945.

SUBJECT: Night Phenomenon.

TO : Commanding General, First Tactical Air Force (Prov), 
APO 374, US Army. Attn: A/C of S, A-2.

1. The following is quoted from training and tactical 
information supplied by the 415th Night Fighter Squadron for 
the month of December 1944;

°We have encountered a phenomenon which we cannot 
explain; crews have been followed by lights that blink on and 
off changing colors etc. The lights come very close and fly 
formation with our planes. They are agitating and keep the 
crews on edge when they encounter them, mainly because they 
cannot explain them. It is requested further information be 
furnished on this subject, such as similar experiences of other 
night units0.

Z)
2. Further information is requested. ^ /

/ LEAVITT CORNING, JR., 
Lt. Colonel, G. S. C., 
A/C of S, A-2.

1st Ind D-B-l
HEADQUARTERS, FIRST TACTICAL AIR FORCE (PROV), AC of S A-2, APO 574, US Army, 
20 January 1945

TO: AC of S A-2, XII Tactical Air Command, APO 574, US Army

1. There have been no instances reported as above.

2. Before an investigation can be made it will be necessary to have 
more complete information, such as colors of the lights, their intensity, 
size, duration, and at what altitudes seen; also if the lights are observed 
at any specific hours. Do subject lights cross Allied lines and in what 
direction are they seen to travel? Also, has it been noted on what part of 
the aircraft are they carried, i.e. wing, tail, prop; and how close do they 
approach our aircraft?

For the Assistant Chief of Staff A-2:

- 2405 -i- - 4595
SECRET Major AC 

Executive Officer



1st w/xnd, D-W-2

HEADQUARTERS XII TACTICAL AIR COMMAND, APO #S74, U.S, Army, 23 January 1945 

TO: 5-2, 415 Night Fighter Squadron.

Forwarded for compliance with paragraph 2 of 1st Ind

LEAVITT CORN INC, JR., 
Lt# Colonel, G* S» C# 
A/C of S, A-2.

2nd. W/lnd.

415th. NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADRON, APO #374, U. S. Army, 30 January 1945.

TO: AC of S A-2 XII Tactical Air Command, APO 374, U. S. Army.

1. In compliance with paragraph 2 of 1st. Ind., the following extracts from 
the Sortie Reports of various pilots who have encountered the Night Phenomenon 
are submitted for your information.

Night of 14-15 December 1944 - ”In vicinity of Errtein (V-9381) flying at 
1000 ft. observed large red light at 2000 ft. going East at 18:40 hrs. 
Travelling at approximately 200 MPHW

Night of 16-17 December 1944 - *20 miles North of Breisach (W-0173) at 
800 ft. observed 5 or 6 flashing red rnd green lights in ”TH shame.
Thought they wore flak. About 10 minutes later saw the same lights much 
closer and behind me. We turned port and Starboard and the lights 
followed. They closed in to about 8 O’clock and 1000 ft. and remained 
in that position for several minutes and then disappeared.”

Night of 22-23 December 1944 - ”Patrolling at Angels 10 from Sarrebourg 
to Strasbourg North and South of highway. At 06;00 hrs. saw two lights 
coming towards A/c from the ground. Upon reaching altitude of plane, 
they leveled off nd stayed on my tail for approximately 2 minutes.
Ligate appeared to bo a large orange ^low. After staying with a/c for 
approximately 2 minutes, they would, peel off end turn away, fly along 
level for a few minutes and then go out. They appeared to be under perfect 
control at all times. Lights were seen somewhere in vicinity of Fagenau.”

S E 0 R B-T-

2406 4C96



S^-C-R-E-T

2 nd. V//lnd., 415th. Night Fighter Squadron 30 January 1945 con’t.

Night of 23-24 December 1944 - ’’Observed reddish colored flames at 
considerable distance and at approximately 10,000 ft,”

Night of 23-24 December 1944 - ’’Approximately 10 miles South of Point X ($67^5) 
noticed to NE approximately 5 miles a glowing red object shooting straight 
up. Changed suddenly to plane view of A/C doing a wing over and going 
into a dive and disappearing.”

Night of 26-27 December 1944 - ”At 01:45 hrs. saw two yellow streaks of 
flame flying at same level at approximately 3000 ft. off port side. We also 
saw red balls of fire that stayed up for 10 seconds approximately 45 miles 
away. After seeing yellow streaks, made starboard vector lost altitude 
and streaks disappeared from view. Called GCI Blunder and asked if any E/A 
were in vicinity. They answered No. Instructed to return to Angels 10.
We filt what was thought to be prop wash; very distinct. Noticed several 
groups of lights off port while patrolling in vicinity of Q-9050 and R-1556 
Lights made distinct lines somewhat like arrows.”

Night of 26-27 December 1944 - ’’While on vector 090 near V-7050 during 
patrol we observed airborne white lights. They were staggered evenly 
vertically and we could see from 1 to-4 swing at once. They appeared 
stationary at 10,000 ft.”

Nig t of 26-27 December 1944 - ’’Observed light at same altitude while in 
vicinity of Worms Observer saw light come within 100 ft. Peeled off and 
took evasive action but light continued to follow for 5 minutes. Light 
then pulled up rapidly and went out of sight.”

X

N ght of 27-28 December 1944 - ’’While on North heading in patrol area 
noticed in vicinity of Q-1378 lights suspended ih air moving slowly and 
would then disappear. Were orange in color*. Lights appeared singly and in 
pairs. Observed these lights four or five times during period.”

Night of 27-28 December 1944 - ’’Eight miles NE of Luneville at 19:10 hrs. 
saw three sets of three lights (red and white) one on starboard and one on 
port from 1000 ft. to 2000 ft. to rear and closing in at Angels 10. Pulled 
up to Angels 8 and lights went out. Called Churchman to see if there was 
anything in area, deceived a negative reply.”

Night of 30-31 December 1944 - ’’Saw a group of lights flying through the 
air 30 or 40 miles East of base while flying at Angels 9 - 10.”

Night of 1-2 January 1945 - ”Sav^Toofighters North of Strasbourg and North 
of Saverne”.

N^ght of 14-15 January 1945 - ’’Observed a large orange glow in sky approx. 
5 ft. in diameter in vicinity of Ingweiller at 6000 ft. at 20:00 hrs.”

2407 S-E-C-H-E-T
4297



0-E-O”R"E-?

2nd. b/lnd. , 415th. Night Fighter Squadron, 30 January 1945 Con’t.

Night of 29-30 January 1945 - 11 At about 00:10 hrs. sighted a Foo fighter 
about half way between Weissembourg and Landau. Foofighter was off to 
the starboard and rear at Angels 2. Lights were amber and one was 20 - 
50 ft. above the other and of about 30 seconds duration. Foofighter was 
about 1000 ft. away and following. The lights were about a foot in 
diameter. Lights disappeared when Travel 34 turned into them."

2. In every case where pilot called GCI Control and asked if there was a 
fogey a/C in the area he received a negative answer.

T. B. RINGWALD, 
Captain, A. 0., 
Intelligence Officer

* Foofighters is the name given these phenomenon by combat crews of this 
Squadron.

t=S=«=S=5-T
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