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M b About Saucers

72055

Pi lest Finds "Whirring Disc 
In Yard and Holds It for FBI
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clal report might be afTiis office 
"TRe flying discs have "Been re-

first one that actually had been

and was about one eighth of an

A

Mies n<
teard ’

zooming through the sky were fact 
or fancy.

Chicago, July 6 (U.R).—ACatho- FBI office said he hadn't heard 
lie priest at Grafton. wiZT^idyetT^I^ Miss

ported “seen” by persons in 30 
States, but Brasky's disc was tiie

tonight that a round. Metal 9tsc,

See SAUCERS, Page 3, Col.

sheet metal disc about 18 inches in Army planes scoured the north- 
। diameter, resembling a circularpveSf pacjgc smes fOr them witliout 
sawblade. . success today and one "eyewitness”

“The object still was 'val'm 'even reported having seen one of 
weighed about four or five pounds the discs take off in Arizona. A

JUL 7 1947

NOT RkCOIWI.D

. ■ 6^-

wIucfcSilgHtpie b h e of tire rnyst er- 
ious ^yin’g f.-uec > s:“ trad crastltid 

his pflnsK ySrcT' an<r t hat he--X-k i r ' rf ▼ ““^Tr”" ~ r—I-* ••n*»t uuv utm actually uau uvru /, ~—~ . p(lfJ o foun<i—jf that is what wa- found.
' nteshgajyyi. His report came a few hours

° Rafter a "^“ary plane made an 
Joseph-/Church at Grafton. 45 unsuccMsful speed dash in an av 

h of Milwaukee, said he cmpt to track down one o( the 
s ; . swishmg and whitruig discs and the Army and scientists
noise this morning. A second later,|gought lo ascertain whether coasv 
he said, he heard a thud and a to_coast reports about the discs 
mild explosion.

He investigated and found a

inch thick.” he said.
i There was a hole about one 
' inch in diameter in the middle of 
the disc, he said, and in the open­
ing were “gadgets and some 
wires.” •

The priest said he did not know 
if his discovery were important 

• whether it might be an elab- 
•rate practical joke. He said he 

had notified the FBI of his ^nd. 
H. K. Johnson of the Milwaukee

St. Louis railroad man exhibited 
some paper “discs” he said he had 
seen floating over St. Louis.

The flying saucers which have 
been reported skimming through 
America’s skies at speeds up to 
1200 miles have eluded the usual­
ly keen eye of radar.

Capt. Tom Brown of the Army 
Air Forces public relations st 'f





Priest Finds ”
In Yard and Holds 1

/in the wake or mese m^g^^ye-^ 
Witness accounts came a new series’5^ 
of comments, and explanations, but 
most of them were tinged with a 
slight tendency to laugh off the 
whole thing.

Dr. Winfred Overholser, nation­
ally known psychiatrist and super­
intendent of St. Elizabeths Hos­
pital here, said it "has some of the' 
earmarks of being national hys­
teria.”

“Everytime someone comes up 
with a sea-serpent story,” said Dr. 
Overholser, “others with vivid j 
imaginations are sure they havw 
seen the same thing.

said the Army Airways Communi­
cations Service had reported late 
yesterday that so far its radar I' 
scopes throughout the country 
have been unable to pick up any ( 
strange objects in flight.

And in the Pacific Northwest— 
where most of the fix-happy plat­
ters have been reported—the Army 
has radar equipment which can 
pierce fog and darkness and pick 
up objects in the sky 200 miles 
away.

Even so, Brown acknowledged 
that the Air Forces had decided 
“there’s something to this” and 
had been checking it for 10 days.

“And we still haven’t the slight­
est idea what they could be," he 
added.

And a new wrinkle—the report­
ed landing of a fleet of eight skim­
ming platters—was reported from 
Idaho in full view of 10 persons. A.' 
Dishman, Idaho housewife, said 
she and other's in her party had 
seen the saucers land on a moun­
tainside near St. Maries. Idaho.

She said they came into view at 
aijextreme speed, suddenly slowed,

very well developed. Scratch the 
surface and you find the same mass! 
hysteria which predominated dur­
ing the witchcraft scare.’ Some 
persons are quite ready to sec 
things and follow beliefs.”

Dr. Overholser said that when 
he made his rounds of the mental 
patients yesterday at St. Eliza­
beths not a one Commented on the: 
flying saucers story.

“I think they may be a little 
skeptical," he added.

However, Dr. Overholser said he 
wasn’t trying to dismiss the matter 
at a joke "because there are so 
nfeny strange things going on to-

then "fluttered like leaves toa;
t<je ground.” »
'“The mysterious part was that 

we couldn’t see them after they 
landed.” she said. “We could sei 
them flutter down into the timbi# 
yet we couldn’t see that they did 
anything to the trees.”

She said she hoped to hike Into 
the timber tomorrow and search 
for the objects which she said were 
saucer-shaped but resembled wash­
tubs more than disks and were 
"about the size of a five-room 
house.”

Locally, Hazen Kennedy of 2615 
4th st. ne. reported he had seen 
one passing over the Northeast 
section of the city at about 8:40 
p. m

This would be the first one re­
ported over the District, although 
others have been reported over 
nearby Maryland.

Kennedy, who has 125 hours 
flying time as a student pilot inj 
the Army Air Forces to his credit, 
said he believed the saucer he 
had seen was traveling at “well 
over” 1000 miles an hour at an

jay that one can", be sure." 
Rfaj. Alexander P. de Severs

I nofed aircraft designer, told
Polt by telephone from blew 1

altitude of between 1200 and 1500 would fire them so promiscuously. 
They would test them in one spot.feet.

“The best way I can describe it," 
said Kennedy, “was that it looked 
like an orange lamp bulb without 
the socket. It was going faster than 
any jet plane I’ve ever seen.”
fin Hagerstown, Md.. Mrs. Mai 

dyn Ganoe, 30. said she had seel 
live of the discs, racing in 2-li 
fermation at "terrific speed,” from 
ner backporch. “They sounded Hire 
a faraway train,” she said.

in an isolated area, like they did 
the atomic bomb.”

Maj. Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, who 
as Deputy Chief of Air Staff for 
Research and Development would 
know if the saucers involved ex­
periments with guided missiles, 
commented:

“Whatever these people have 
seen it hasn’t, been anything re- 

I suiting from experiments by tlie 
Army Air Forces. As for as I’m 
concerned there’s nothing to it

QWTof 12C 
"There’s fc 

about guidet 
said.

’h attain

:h said 
y,” he

Howard W. Blakeslee, Associ­
ated Press science editor, said the 
whole business may be an optical 
illusion.

“At any distance which is close 
to the limit of how far a person 
can see," he wrote, “all objects 
appear round or nearly so. Th s 
law of sight covers both small 
things seen nearby and large oi^jb 

at great distances.
“The one outstanding fact about

virtually all the 
they had no 
seemed merely 
That description

saucers is that
structure — they
round and flat.
fits exactly with

This“The critical faculty In man, the l. ... ...last one he received, is still not ,the trlcks that ey8S play’ 
- ■ ■ ■ “ .. .. (trickiness varies with differences

ty, 
rhe 
ork

that until he sees

in weather and lighting.”
However, Nova Hart, St. Louis 

mechanic who was trained during 
service in the war to spot all types 
of aircraft, yesterday offered a 
minute description of one of the 
flying pat terns which he claimed he 
saw flying at an altitude of about; 
300 feet.
Reporter Sees One

He described it as circular with 
a ribbed framework and silver 
gray in color. He said it appeared 
to have a motor with a propeller 
attached in the center and that it 
kept turning like an airplane do­
ing a slow roll.

I Although many explanations’; 
have been offered, none has beer 
ciivincing. A Los Angeles news

a flying saucer piper quoted an unnamed nuclea:
he "wouldn’t like to pass judg- plysicist as saying the silvery disc 

r®ulted from experiments in th.ment.”
He agreed with Dr? Overholser

that much if not all of the story 
may be because of hysteria.

“After all," he said, “we are 
more or less an hysterical Nation." 
Major de Seversky said it was pos­
sible that the persons who claim 
to have seen the aerial discs have 
instead glimpsed the exhaust of 
jet-propelled planes.

He conceded, 
might be guided 
as part of an 
added:

“I don’t think

too,' that they 
missiles let loose 
experiment, but

the Government

"transmutation of atomic energy." 
This report was rapidly herded 

(into the hoax column by David 
Lilienthal, chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, and several 
prominent atomic scientists.
Starr Expects Word

Louis E. Starr, national com­
mander of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, announced Saturday at Co­
lumbus. Ohio, that he was expect­
ing “momentarily” information 
from Washington which would ex- ( 
plain the dashing discs. But the : 
message never arrived.

The Air Forces said that Gen. 
Carl Spaatz. Air Forces chief, was I 
in the Pacific Northwest where 
most of the saucers have been re­
ported, but added that his trip j 
there was planned two months; 
ago, long before the saucers scare.1 
General Spaatz is expected back in 
'Washington late tomorrow.

Muroc Army Air Field in Cali­
fornia had a P-80 jet fighter stand? 
ing by, and the National Guard 

। Oregon had prepared six regular 
fighters to give chase should; 
'saucers be reported nearby. * )

at all. The whole un-





, RECORDS - Z

J, ^fi^-^^-^^





TMCJ? LEAFBI

OUTKIN

ARISTONFOUND DY F

WEEKS

END

ill. GW‘n 
It. La^ ^
Mr. Nichols

Mr. R.?«» 
Mr. Tracy . 

Mr. Etan - 
Mr. Guinea

; Me- Un-'a"

Mr. PcnnUM'.tnn
Mr. C<uir.nTiimm

eUtBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

flWMimW S£CTIC«

REVEALED TO BE PRANK.

\ ^5C
RE FLYING DISCS, MISCELLANEOUS. WW REPORTED

TELETYPE



RECEWFO

LIAISON bU.ilUN



—-------—

x.CZ

August 5, 1947

Director of Intelligence
War Department General Staff
The Pentagon
Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Colonel L. R. Forney, Chief, Security Group

rom: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

ubject: FRED R. RrIBOLD

There are attached hereto copies of a letter received from the
above-captioned individual, together with copies of a newspaper clipping 
enclosure, concerning "flying discs."

Mr. Relbold's letter has been acknowledged and ha has been advised 
hat copies of his letter have been furnished to you for y®eur consideration.











‘Flying Saucer’ Just 
Someone’s Pipe Dream’

The "flying saucer” that fell 
near 2319 Himebaugh Avenue 
Monday evening was nothing 
but "ashes from somebody’s pipe 
dream.”

So says Dr. C. L. Kenny, head 
of the chemistry department at 
the Creighton College of Den­
tistry. He had two students an­
alyze the ashes. They found so- . 
dium, potassium, iron, alumi­
num, carbonate, sulphate and un­
burnt carbon, he said.

''This is the same analysis you 
would get from ordinary pipe to­
bacco,” Dr. Kenny said.









I

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Dept, of Justice Bldg. 
Washington, D. C.

I



July 11, 1947.

Dear Sir:

Have you seen one of the mysterious "Saucers"?

What did it look like?

Do you think these strange, celestial manifesta­

tions are harbingers of a better day?

Do you believe it means that a new and revolutionary 

advance is coming?

Will it make your life brighter, happier, more 

useful?

We believe one of these startling discs is on its

way to you. Then the secret will be out.

The Combined and Amalgamated Committee 
of Sky-Scanners, Disc Decipherers and 
New-Product Introducers.

KECOl..









STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : MR. D. M. LAD] DATE: July 7, 1947

FROM : H B. FLETCHER

SUBJECT:

Milwaukee
At 10:45 a.m., July 7, 1947, 
Office concerning the United

I talked to SAC Johnson of the 
Press item appearing in the

Washington Post for Monday, July 7, with reference to a flying disc 
or flying saucer allegedly reported to the Milwaukee Office by 
Reverend JosepikBrasky of St. Joseph’s Church, Grafton, Wisconsin.

Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Tam 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavln 
Mr. Laddf"— 
Mr. Nlchwm^ 
Mr. RosOz Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Ournca 
Mr. Marbo_____ 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Pennington" 
Mr. Quinn Tam" 
Tele. Roon 
Mr. Nease_____ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss

SAC Johnson advised that the Associated Press and the Unities 
Press between the hours 1:00 and 6:00 a.m. today had made inquiry of^ 
him as to whether anything had been reported to the Milwaukee Officer 
He declined to comment. He stated as a matter of fact the priest had 
not made any contact with him, and he learned from the Associated Press
that the priest was 
concerned they were 
was a circular saw. 
sent the report out 
a photograph of the

intoxicated and as far as the Associated Press was 
not releasing the story because all that was Involved 

Mr. Johnson stated the Milwaukee Sentinel apparently 
and that they handled United Press service. He stated 
priest was in this morning’s paper holding a circular

saw which apparently covers the body of the priest from arm pit to arm pit. 
Z Attached to the saw are several wires and two small tubes described as

about three inches long and one inch in diameter. The news item in the 
Milwaukee Sentinel indicates it was believed some prankster had thrown it 

x into the yard, perhaps with a firecracker attached. Mr. Johnson stated the 
- Milwaukee Sentinel had stated the priest would make a report of this matter 
K today to the Milwaukee Office. I instructed SAC Johnson in the event the 

priest made a report to furnish details of the report immediately, but in 
view of the nature of the information in his possession, no inquiry should 
be conducted at the present.

HBFscw

f JUL ^ A&A
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jet Home Boy 
“Winner In 

>say Contest
he second time in the past 
of months a Sweet Home 
has brought honor to his 

unity by winning literary 
holastic acclaim.
st to achieve himself was 

•in Anthony Matusek, Yoa- 
High School graduate who 
a scholarship to A. and M.

■ge. Now word reaches us 
Dannis Brenek, eleven-year- 

son of Mr. and Mi'S. Ed. 
mk of Sweet Home ,has been 
rded a prize of-a $25 -Savings 
1 in the KTRH Farm Essay 
est.
mnis won sixth place with his 
y on the subject “How Radio 

Best Serve the Farm and 
Farm Home.” In commenting 
this essay, George Roesner, 
IH Farm and Ranch Director 
di; ‘‘Your essay contained 
v excellant ideas wbioB «e 
et. to use in future farm pro- 
s.”

lining contests is nothing 
to Dennis, who, in 4946, won 
istered pig with an essay 
ed in the Sears-Roebuck con- 
Again, in February 1947, he 
cd a calf in the Hallettsville 
Club Show, and out of 12 
s awarded he took fifth

s. Brenek is Sweet Home’s 
nistress.

Growing
mateurs Display 
icukni Form
akum softball teams showed 
of good playing in the games 
id at the Bulldog Stadium 
week.

m teams, organized by var-1 
merchants and concerns in ' 

i, are composed of members 
amateur standing who have 
some previous experience with 

1-lot or Schoo] ball playing, 
cover. some of the players 
? shown such expert ball- 
iling and sportsmanship that 
1 hard to believe they are not 
essionals out of place. The 
chants "ho organized these 
as arc certainly doing their 
e toward providing recreation 
lities for the young people of 
community, and are to be 

alimented on their fine work, 
er merchants or concerns who 
h to organize a team may 
n all the particulars from 
ph McMaster af the Firestone 
re on Lott Street, or from

R. C. McClendon at Lack’s 
ociate Store on West Grand, 
boys or men wishing to play 

one of the- teams may make 
lieation at the Firestone Store, 
•k’s, Rohan’s Service Station, 
Hamilton’s Jewelry Store, de­
ding on the player's choice of 
earn to play with. There is 
I plenty of room for good 
zers, so anyone interested is 
ed to contact one of those 
ns.

Inly one game - is definitely 
eduled for next week, and that ; 
Monday night, when The Fire- 
ue Store will tangle with the 
males Dr. Peppers. Tuesday 
ht Lack’s Associate Store will 
y, but their opponent has not 
n named yet. Also, on Thurs- 
• night the Firestone team will 
in play a game, but no team 

been stated to oppose them 
On Friday night of this week, 

.ame will h ■ played, but the 
ns who will participate have 
been listed yet.

hese games will si art about 
each night. Everyone is in-

1 to come and cheer for his 
i. No admission will be charg-

CURITYMAN 
BE HERE
H. Davis, field reprcsenta- 
f San Antonio Social Seeu- 
ttiee, "ill b(> in Yoakum at 
ty Hall at 8’530 a.m., Wed- 
, July 23, 1947, for the

purpose of receiving claims and 
discussing Old Age and Survivors 
Insurance with all who wish to 
contact him.

Davis will not be able to fur­
nish information concerning Old 
Age Assistance pensions.

I FIRST ITS FLYING DISKS -NOW
ITS “FIRE BALLS” PEOPLE SEE

A lot of Texans are disk-gust­
ed with the flying saucers, but 
others are just plain disk-turbed:

Flying balls of fire circled a 
wide area around Palestine, and 
some negroes, believing the end 
of the world was near, began 
praying. A white man grabbed 
a rifle and shot at the myster­
ious objects.
Sheriff Paul Stanford of An­

derson County described them as 
orange basketballs of • fire.

Revealing Flying 
Disk Data May 
Bring Prosecution

Anyone willfully communicat,- 
I ing information bearing on the 
I defense or security of the .natzov-, 
— even in time of peace — is 
subject to a fine of $10,000 and 
imprisonment of 10 years, accord­
ing to Assistant United States 
District Attorney Joseph AV Cash.

If the present mystery of fly­
ing disks are connected with ra­
dar or guide I missile experiments, 
the law might apply, he said.

The law applies whether the 
information is released accident­
ally, ‘‘through gross negligence,” 
or ‘‘with intent to injure the U- 
nited States or aid some foreign 
nation,” according to the act.

The Atomic Energy Act of 1946 
provides even stricter penalties 
for revealing information, Mr. 
Cash said. Public Law 585 of the 
Seventy-Ninth Congress presides 
death or life imprisonment, after 
due process of law, for disclosing 
atomic information with intent to 
injure the United States.

For accidental disclosures a 
fine of up to $20,000 and im­
prisonment up to 20 years are 
provided, Mr. Cash pointed out.

Gas Truck Hits
Local Station 

------o—■---
A gasoline trailer truck of the 

Texas Consolidated Transport Co. 
ran into a heavy pipe upright in 
front of Rohan’s Service Station 
Monday, doing some damage to 
the station and more to the 
truck.

The truck was coming from 
town, along West Grand, and 
turned into the station. As the 
driver cut the cab hack to swing 
the trailer into position, the cab 
skidded into the steel pipe roof 
support on the right of the truck, 
bending it considerably. The 
truck itself suffered a bent bum­
per and a smashed fender. A 
gasoline pump directly behind the 
upright was net damaged by the 
crash.

Lions To Make 
Farmer Award

The Lions Club has announced 
that at its regular noon meeting 
Tuesday, July 15th. it will pre­
sent to Lee Pargmann of Route 
5, the plaque for the Outstanding 
Farmer for the Middle Guadalupe 
Basin Soil Conservation District.

The plaque is given each year 
to the farmer from each conser­
vation district who has contribut­
ed most to the soil conservation 
projects in the particular district. 
The award is sponsored by a num­
ber of organizations, among them 
the lions Clubs of the various 
towns. Since the Lions do play an 
active part in sponsoring this a- 
ward, the local club is given the 
privilege of presenting the plaque 
to Mr. Pargmann.

Representatives of the Soil Con­
servation Service will be present 
to make short congratulatory and 
explanatory speeches on the giv­
ing' of the annual award.

It was the first time the aerial 
objects were reported in that a- 
rea. Residents of the Brushy 
Creek community, 15 miles north­
east of Palestine, called Sheriff 
Stanford about 8:30 last niglit, 
saying 12 balls were flying in a 
straight line over the community. 
Then, they reported, the balls 
formed a circle which began mov­
ing toward Palestine.

By 9 p. m. hundreds of Pales­
tine spectators reported seeing as 
many as three balls in the sky 
at once, moving in a circle. Sher­
iff Stanford discounted any sug­
gestion that the balls originated 
from a spotlight.

Bud Everett, druggist, chased 
them for a better view. He said 
they finally disappeared about 11 
p. m.

Mrs. Horace Valentina said sho 
saw two perfectly round balls 
that ‘‘nearly scared me to death” 
when they appeared over her 
hpmft qby «oy n^ seemea .7 
be playing with each other, tl;a 
way they jumped around.

Her husband and Lee Chavers 
shot a box of .22 rifle bullets 
without any effect on the objects.

Mrs, Valentine said neighbor­
ing negro families thought the 
world was coming to an end, 
and began praying as the balls 
of fire gamboled overhead.
Mrs. Lorens Shrader, Big 

Springs reported she saw a fiery 
red ball streaking overhead last 
night.

Mrs. Marian Reed, farm wife, 
found what she believed was part 
of a flying disk. It landed in her 
back yard while she was hanging 
out the clothes yesterday after­
noon. She admitted she was 
frightened. She described it as a 
round piece of tinfoil eight inch­
es wide, scorched or burned a- 
round the edges. Both sides were 
shiny, but one side was marked 
with black, stenciled lines a quar­
ter-inch apart. She said the tin­
foil dropped straight down from 
the sky.

She lifted it with a stick, pift 
it in a tin can. and drove five 
miles to Gunter, 20 miles south­
west of Sherman. Scores crowded 
about to see it.

At Melissa, Collin County, Mrs. 
.Mane Killian and Mrs. Kay Graft 
reported seeing a strange object 
at 8:40 p. m. yesterday.

Charles Calhoun, and his fath­
er. W, J. Calhoun, prominent 
Grayson County farmers, said 
they saw a disk yesterday near 
Sherman.

Cuero Residents 
See Flying Disc
Cuero has finally produced its 

first flying disc.
It was reported by Mrs. F. W. 

Haak of 410 Stockdale street, and 
both she and her husband saw it.

However, Mrs. Haak's flying 
disc is no particular mystery io 
her. She thinks she knows just 
what caused it.

It was simply a reflection from 
an airplane, she said.

Sitting on the porch with her 
husband about 4 pun. Sunday, 
Mrs. Haak said she heard a 
strange noise from the sky, and 
looked up. Soon an airplane came 
into view, high in the clouds. It 
was very small, but plainly dis­
cernable as a plane, she said. It 
was coming from the east.

Soon it turned north, and just 
after that a perfect disc vias vis­
ible some distance from where 
the plane disappeared into the 
clouds.

The disc appeared bright and 
very silvery. It appeared to be 
smaller in size than an ordinary- 
steering wheel of a ear. Mrs. 
Haak reported. It seemed to be 
‘‘floating’’ across the heavens.

Sho called her husband’s at­
tention to it. They both saw it.

After about five seconds the 
disc was gone. The plane and the 
sound disappeared.

Mrs. Haak is convinced the 
flying saucer was reflected from 
the airplane. This theory also has 
been advanced by others.

The flying disc mystery has the 
nation in a dither with reports 
coining from all sections oil the 
.strange objects. Mrs. Haak's ex­
planation is as reasonable as any 
yet put forth, and may be the 
solution to the ‘‘phenomenon,”
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If the new labor law’s 
are “slave raws”, so are 
the anti-trust laws and any 
other laws for the protec­
tion of people against a- 
buses by any group. So far 
the people were utterly 
helpless against the labor 
power.

* Pa *
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Hungary, and what tu 
country, should be bc 
what the Reds say, r

“And, once agai. 
ference between the 
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I Minister Attlee and other- 
government leaders went to 
St. Paul’s Cathedral to pray 
with the nation for help in 
these ominous times.

* Ba
Not so long’ ago England 

: went through the most 
| desperate struggle in her 

whole history. The peace 
i is not yet established and 
j even a greater menace 
i threatens the people of 
I England and elsewhere to

Moscow’s fifth column,

Wallace talks of h. 
sistance and sincere ph 
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safety if it has concrete walls 
and Subfloors and a firesafe 
roof. Let us tell you how to 
get such a house built now 
using our quality tested 
concrete block.

F.& M. Concrete
Products

Yoakum, Texas

whom 
much, 
brave

freedom means so 
In a great danger 

people turn to God. 
- pa *

I Here, -too many do not 
I fully realize today’s danger.
. We suffered
little and 
seems to 
that does

the 
be
not

comparatively, 
Red threat 

distant. BiA ; 
minimize it. I

516 S. m' ldes — Phene 831

DR. <1 R. TUBBS
Veterinarian

targe and Small Animals
Office Phone 831

Residsyr-e Paone 749-W
Cuero Texas

8
* She’ll Never Forget

THIS GIFT

Track Award
The oldest - Chevrolet tv 

operation in the United 
mitered in the recent eoi 
a 1918 1-ton model. The ’ 
truck was built on Octi 
.’918 in Chevrolet’s ( 
California plant.

The truck ia owned and 
by Mr. Lesli)1 A. Storey,We need to face the menace . ( ,I .uontana; and the entry mWith the same seriousness! mitted thl^ pioiiu|. 

the British people with their the Chevrolet dealer in tl
leaders manifested last Sun- which is located in oui Sa
day, 
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It 
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For, we cannot escape

cannot he said anymore 
the stories of the “fly­

ing disks” is mere fiction. 
One disk was found by a 
Felly man, near Houston. On 
it was a warning about its 
military secret and that the 
Army Air Force at Spokane,
Washington be notified 
once.

So the mysterious 
are not messengers 
Mars Or some other

at

disks 
from 
star.

City Zone.
The winner’s prize of 

;Advance-Design Chevrolet 
(will be presented to Mr. 
by Chevrolet Motor Divish

More 1 han 6000 Ch 
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lions of the nation, ind 
broad public interest. Enti 
eluded more than 50-1919 
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i months after the winning
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;trucks entered in the searei 
|emphasizes the quality am 
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See Us For 
QUALITY MERCHANDISE 

EXPERT WATCH 
REPAIRING

Nor are they missiles 
which Red Russia is al­
ready showering upon us. 
They are our own secrets 
with which our armed 
forces are experiment! ig. 
What propels them? How 
far can they fly? What is 
their purpose? —That is a 
mighty secret.

It is a 
Paris that 
rica has a 
five bomb

French paper in 
claims that Ame- 
far more destruc- 
than any ever in­

§

HAMILTON 
JEWELRY 

Yoakum

vented before. In one blow it 
could destroy all of Paris 
or Moscow. This is also con­
firmed by Robert M. Hut­
chins of the University of 
Chicago, familiar with what 
goes on here. We can thank 
only the good Providence 
that this immense power is in I 
our hands.

» is- *
Writes John Fisher in his 

book “Why They Behave। 
Like Russians”: “Officially! 
religion is still regarded as 
a deplorable superstition, 
and church-goers can never 
hope to gain admittance to 
the Communist Party.”

Horace Wimberly, Jr.
Lawyer

Offices now in
Yoakum National

Bank Building 
Phone 50

Yet what do you find in
this 
tain 
only 
rule

country? —Even cer- 
church leaders have 
praise for the very 

which excludes a
Christian, but they con­
demn their fellow Chris­
tians, instead of the Reds.





ter 
as 
an 
on 
ed 
in. 
rd 
ve 
ras 
16. 
lat 
m- 
lin 
an 
;he 
in

.he 
■pe 
■or 
tn- 
:e-

Speaking at Castelgandolfo, his 
summer home, Pius XII asserted 
that the world today has men who 
ignore not only the Church, but the 
“very rudiments of religion itself;” 
men who see no evil in evil deeds 
and lust and would spurn “the 
primary norms of morals and jus­
tice;” “there are cynics who would 
deride holy things and weak men 
who would permit these offenses 
to pass. . . .”

Despite this turmoil, His Holi­
ness said, “there are great rays 
of hope and fields white with har­
vest for those who labor to bring 
Christ to the world.” He stressed 
the oath of the Jesuits, which en­
ables them to bring “a spirit pre­
pared and prompt to obey in all 
things the true Spouse of Christ 
. . . our holy Mother Church.”

In another audience, held for the 
Most Rev. Emmanuel Suarez, O.P., 
and the Dominicans who elected
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: 7-10-117M. LaddTO

P. CoFROM

SUBJECT:

reto a Western Union telegramThere is being

ACTION:

indexed
Attachment

•.TIC :mn

7OCDSON
informant

trie
contained

It
Liaison
therein

Mr. /..::.
MT. E. A
Ur. Glavli
Mr. Ladd
Mr. Lichts
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. oarson
Mr. Egan
mt. aurnea
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Mohr

Mr. Nease 
Miss HoLt^S

r
RECORDED

received from the above individual in which information is

Memor^idum

furnished concerning a ''disc."

Mr. Clegg

Mr. Pennington___
Mr. Quinn Tacr_ 
Tele. Roch

This telegram has been acknowledge

is recommended that this telegram oe turned over to
Section in order that they may make the information
available to the War Department

d3M2aVW?
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: 7-10-117 ’

FORM NO. 64

TO

FROM :

SUBJECT:

D.

J.

J.
Info:

Lu • Ladd ■■' ■ , 
P. Coyn^j^ji 

U.TWATt/ JR.

Mr. Tolson______
Mr. E. A. Tamm
Mr. Clegg________
Mr. Glavln_______
Mr. Ladd_________
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen________
Mr. Tracy________
Mr. Carson_______
Mr. Egan_________
Mr. Gurnea_______
Mr. Hai*t>o________
Mr. Mohr__
Mr. Pennington___
Mr. Quinn Tanin
Tele. Room_____
Mr. se__  

ohngg
s Gandy_______

There is being attached hereto a Western Union telegram 
received from the above individual in which information is 
furnished concerning a ’’disc.” This telegram has been acknowledged

ACTION:

It 
Liaison 
therein

is recommended that this telegram be turned over to the' 
Section in order that they may make the information contain 
available to the War Department

Attachment

WVC:mn

■mW
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‘Saucer’ Stories
Disk Found Is >

Priest Hears a ‘Bang,’ 
Discovers a Circular 
Blade With Teeth; 
Other Disks ‘Seen’

Picture on Picture Pu(je 
the "what is it?” which Father

Jlseph Brasky said he found early 
Sunday on the lawn of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic church in Grafton may be 
just another gadget to add to Fa-'
ther Brasky’s 
lection.

Those who

already sizable col-

saw it Sunday 
was a circular

said 
saw

few wires attached.
“what is it?” 
blade with a 
Father Brasky, who said he knew of
no sawmills in the area, would not 
claim it was a "flying saucer" when 
he called newspapermen to his 
home.

“It may or may not be one of those 
flying disks that have been report­
ed all over the country,” he said. 
“Bet’s just call it a ‘what is it?’ ”
JMeanwhile, in Milwaukee and 

other points in Wisconsin, several 
persons reported seeing the "flying 
saucers.” Father Brasky’s disk, 
however, was the only case here in 
which the "landing” of a "saucer" 
was reported.

Hears “Bang,” Finds Disk
Father Brasky gave the follow- 

: ing account of how he found the ob- 
ject. a steel plate 19 inches in di- 

lameter, about an eighth of an inch 
thick and with saw teeth.

“I usually get up about 5 a.m. on 
Sundays. I was at the front door 
of my house, about to take my dog 
out for a walk, when I heard a 
‘bang!’ like a big firecracker. I
stepped outside and found this <WW» it neared the field, it veered 
on the church lawn.

“Although the grass was still wet 
from the night rain, the disk was 
too not to pick up. 1 noticed the 
glass ball had been knocked off one 
of fine lightning rods on the church, 
so / suppose it struck that in land- 

1 ing ”

Tries to Call FBI Sian
Father Brasky said he did not 

bother to show the disk to any of his 
parishioners Sunday. He tried to 
telephone an FBI agent whom he 
knows, but was unable to reach him 
Sunday, he added. Asked whether 
it could have been the work of a 
practical joker, Father Brasky re­
plied: "Could be. I don’t know.”

The disk, apparently of steel, had 
a one and three-eighth inch hole in 
the center. Through it ran a few 
wires. To each end of the cluster 
of wires was attached what looked 
like a small condenser about three 
inches long. The condcnserlike ob­
jects were wrapped in black tape 
which still was sticky. The disk was 
greasy and somewhat dirty. 
Stamped on it was: "Approved, 
Dunlap.”

Father Brasky declined to part 
with the disk. He showed a number 
of items in his trinket collection. 
All of them had something to do 
with fishing, Father Brasky’s favor­
ite sport. They included his "bass 
bottles,” beer bottles with the head 
of a fish — and a fish pole from 
Manila which folds up into a cane. 
When opened, it extends to 12 feet.

“J use it in reaching folks whg. 
can’t be touched with a 10 foot pole.” 
Father Brasky quipped.

Others Report “Saucers”
Father Brasky also passed out

copies of his recent publication, 
"Fish Tales."

"I'm going to revise this thing,” 
he explained. “I’ve got some new 
and better tales to put in it.”

There were other reports around 
Milwaukee and Wisconsin of "fly­
ing saucers.” Mrs. Anthony Hoff­
man, 3410 W. Layton av., said she 
and her husband saw one at 8123 
p.m. Sunday flying toward Billy 
Mitchell field from the northwest.

toward 4it^««MUi and’BTSsppflkred, 
she said. It was flying high and 
appeared illuminated, according to 
Mrs. Hoffman.

“It looked like a small meat plat­
ter," Mrs. Hoffman asserted.

Glenn Rowden of Detroit claimed 
he saw a "saucer,” about 50 inches 
in diameter, over Billy Mitchell field 
at 10:05 p.m. when he alighted from 
an airplane. He said it was in sight 
for 90 seconds.

William Humphrey, who lives 
with his wife in a quonset hut at 
3148 S. 20th st., telephoned police 
at 9 p.m. Sunday that h«?-s»i«kAfes. 
Humphrey had seen a slightly illu­
minated disk which appeared to fall 
to earth near Pulaski high school. 
Mrs. Humphrey said Monday that 
her husband tried unsuccessfully to 
photograph the disk.

Changed Colors, He Says
Erwin Rottman, 1328 N. 19th at, 

claimed he saw three of them flying 
through the air in a northwestemy 
direction at 6 p.m. Sunday. Thdy 
turned from orange to gold to silvw I 
before disappearing, he said.

Reports came also from Janes-1 
ville, where Mr. and Mrs. Alva Sie­
vert and Mr. and Mrs. Howard Roth 
reported seeing a flying disk about 
11:35 p.m. Saturday. The Roths 
were leaving the Sievert home when 
Sievert saw it, according to Roth. 
It appeared to be several thousand 
feet up and about 10 miles away. 
Roth said He described it as vague­
ly resembling the moon and as hav- 

>H*<»<egular motion in a counter­
clockwise, elongated orbit. It ap­
peared to Roth to be moving faster 
than an airplane. He said it was
yellow 
turned

Roth 
viewed

on its face, but when it 
it looked silver.
said that the four of them 
the disk for 10 minutes.

Stopped in Sky, Claim
"It fluttered around, faded out 

and came back again, and once Uj 
just stopped and hung there fo< 
about two minutes,” Roth said. “Th/ 
last time we saw it, it had a vei
—» Turn to page 3, col. 5

'^COTt^
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‘Saucer’ Tales
Buzz in State

Disk Found by a Priest 
Is Circular Saw; Others 
Seen by Milwaukeeans

From page 1, column 3

noticeable tail. When it disap­
peared entirely, it just popped out.”

Janesville police reported a tele­
phone call from a Dick Thompson, 
who said he saw flying disks about 
12:15 a.m. Sunday.

At Oshkosh, Mrs. L. A. Davis re­
ported that she and her husband had 
sighted one of the mysterious disks 
vpizzing over the city at 6:45 p.m. 
Sunday.

She said they were driving on a 
town road six miles west of Osh­
kosh, headed east toward the city, 
when they first sighted the object 
“flying very fast and very high.”

At first, she said, it looked like an 
airplane and then loomed larger and 
larger until it "appeared as big as 
the sun.”

Stops Car, Disk Vanishes
Her husband stopped the car so 

that they could get a fetter look at 
the disk, which appeared round and 
silvery, but by the time they got out 
of the car the object had dis­
appeared, she said.

At Green Bay, Eugene Le Plant 
reported that he and his 12 year old 
son, Duane, had seen a rapidly mov­
ing silver ball or disk about 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday while working in 
his garden on the western edge of 
the city. Le Plant said he saw the 
object silhouetted against a dark 
cloud to the north and that he and 
hi! son watched it for three or four 
mikutes while it moved away to tth 
noihwest Le Plant said he coutl 
noAestimate the altitude or dis* 
tance, but that it “definitely was not 
an airplane.”

Laws-ef Eyesight Clarif y- 
Reports of Flying Saucers

By HOWARD W. BLAKESLEE
Associated Press Science Editor

New York, N. Y. — The flying 
saucers may be explained by cer­
tain laws of eyesight.

All objects appear round or 
nearly so at any distance close to 
the limit of how far a person can 
see.

If the objects are seen by re­
flected light, as in most cases re­
ported, they are almost certain to 
be round, and if the reflections 
are sunlight then the sizes report­
ed are those which would be ex­
pected from distant light reflec­
tions.

Descriptions of virtually ail the 
saucers as round and flat fit ex­
actly with the tricks that eyes 
play. This trickiness varies with 
differences in weather and light­
ing.

This writer has seen flying sauc­
ers over Long Island sound, not 
only this year but in previous 
years. They were round, bright 
and moving fast. But they were 
no mystery because they were 
light reflected from the bodies of 
airplanes that soon identified 
themselves by changing course 
and coming near enough to be 
seen distinctly.

Many descriptions of move- 
ments of the flying saucers fit 
with the common maneuvers of 
airplanes, singly or in groups. 
Some of the maneuvering report­
ed, which took saucers out of sight 
and back into sight again, resem­
bles what can be seen while 
watching distant airplanes.

Whether planes are guided, pi­
lotless or jet, they all would look 
the same at great distances.

Mirages, Traveler Says
Philadelphia, Pa. -W- Dr. Aurel 

Aczel, editor of a Hungarian lan­
guage newspaper, expressed belief 
that the flying saucers were mi­
rages—possibly circularly distort­
ed reflections of real airplanes 
many miles away. A world-wide 
traveler, Dr. Aczel said:

“Years ago I have seen similar 
things on the Egyptian desert and 
on the Buszta (Hungarian plain). 
At sea I have also seen mirages of 
ships known to be a great distance 
away.

"In July and August, and sane- 
times even in June, atmospheric 
conditions are especially adapta­
ble to the creation of mirages."





Sharp-Eyed Sight Disks, buV^hly a Saw Blade trEound



Who, what, where, why are flying disks? The Lear’s biggest mystery produced 
these Sunday photos while reports came from! everywhere and everyone that 
the saucers were everywhere. Top left, a movietamera is fitted to a P-51 fighter 
plane at Portland, Ore., as Oregon national guard planes are made ready to chase 
the disks. Lower, Mrs. Walter Johnson (right) of Spokane, Wash., and her chil- 
'J-—..........r 

disappear. Right, is Father Joseph Brasky of St. Joseph’s Catholic churca at 
Grafton, Wis., with the disk he reported struck his church early Sunday. It 
turned out that thb disk was a prankster made projectile, featuring a Dunlop cir­
cular saw blade. Note that something apparently took a glass ball off one of the 
lightning rods. A whole lot of Milwaukee's reported that they saw the saucers 
traveling past Sunday night.................... [—AP Wirephotos and Journal Staff



TFtn 36 State* 
Jet Fighters

Alerted *
SAN FRANCISCO, July 6—(Al 

— Military aircraft hunted the 
skies over Pacific Coast states 
today for sight of the mysterious 
“flying saucers” that for 12 days 
dive puzzled the entire country.

Early reports of results were 
negative.

Five P-51s of the Oregon Na­
tional Guard cruised over the 
Cascade Mountains of Washing­
ton—the area where the strange 
objects first were reported sight­
ed. A sixth circled over Portland, 
in constant radio contact with the 
other five. All carried photo­
graphic equipment.

Col. G. R. Dodson, command­
ing, described their flight as a 
“routine patrol,” but said they 
had been instructed to watch for 
the flying discs.

It Manhattan Beach, Calif., A. 
W McKelvey took a Mustanj 
fif hter plane up above Van Nuys 
F< r two hours he cruised at 35: 
0M feet, but “didn't see a thing.'

Gen. Carl Spaatz, commandan 
of the Army Air Forces, was on a 
Pacific Northwest fishing trip. 
He denied knowing anything 
about the flying discs —- or of 
plans to use AAF planes to look 
for them.
JET FIGHTER SET

“I’ve been out of touch with 
things for four or five days,” 
he said.
Louis E. Starr, national com­

mander-in-chief of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, yesterday in Co­
lumbus, O., said he understood 
Spaatz had a “group out right 
now” looking for discs.

At Muroc Army Air Field in 
California a P-80 jet fighter stood 
ready to take off the moment any 
flying saucers are sighted in that 
area.

A cautious attitude marked 
both official and scientific com­
ments, but Capt. Tom Brown pf 
the Air Forces Public Relations 
stiff in Washington acknowl­
edged the Air Forces had decided 
“titre’s something to this” and 
hacA been checking up on it for 
10 days.

SEEN IN 36 STATES^----- —
M First sighted June 25 and 
greeted generally with scornful 
laughs, the objects have been re­
ported every day since by observ­
ers in 36 states. Most of the ob­
jects were reported seen July 4. 
A few were reported yesterday.

Such competent observers as 
airline pilots said they had seen 
the totally unexplained discs or 
saucers, larger than aircraft and

yjM»g—i« “loose formation” at 
high speed. ——^»

David Lilienthal, chairman of 
the Atomic Energy Commission, 
said they had nothing to do with 
atomic experiments, and Army 
and Navy officials also entered 
positive disclaimers.

Newspaper stories quoting an 
unidentified California Institute 
of Technology scientist as saying 
the phenomena might have some­
thing to do with experiments in 
“transmutation of atomic energy” 
paused a brief sensation late yes­
terday. The institute quickly de­
lied the report.
* Reports generally agreed that 
the flying objects were round or 
oval. Estimates of their speed 
ranged from about 300 to 1,200 
miles an hour. They were de­
scribed as flying with an undu­
lating motion at heights of 10,000 
feet and less. Some described I 
them as glowing, or luminous.
‘PROPELLER IN CENTER'

Nova Hart, St. Louis mechanic 
who was trained during service 
in the war to spot all types of 
aircraft, said he saw one of the 
itrang objects near Pattonville 

esterday. It was flying at 300 
set. he said.
j He described it as circular, with 

a ribbed framework and silver 
gray in color. Hart said it ap­
peared to have a motor with a 
propeller attached in the center 
and it kept turning like an air­
plane doing a slow roll.

First, published reports of the 
phMAfMO* occurred"-June *25. 
Kenneth Arnold, Boise, Ida., 
businessman pilot, told of seeing 
nine of the discs flying in forma­
tion at 1,200 miles an hour over 
the Cascade Mountains in Wash­
ington.
SEEN BY 200

Arnold’s account was taken 
lightly. Various explanations 
were offered—“reflections,” “per­
sistent vision,” “snow blindness.”

Soon afterward other individ-, 
uals—in New Mexico, Missouri, 
California and other states—re­
ported they also had seen the 
flying objects.

Then on Independence Day 200 
persons in one group and 60 in 
another saw them in Idaho. Hun­
dreds of others in Oregon, Wash­
ington and other western states 
reported seeing them.

July 4 also brought first! re­
ports of the flying discs tom 
east of the Mississippi. Since 

• then they have been reported seen 
In widely separated sections of 

he country—in 33 states in all.

‘Must Be Insane’
LONDON, July 6—GP>—Don’t 

mention those flying saucers on 
this side of the Atlantic unless 
you’re prepared for an argument 
about your sanity.

Maybe they have been seen by 
sober citizens over a vast area 
of the United States, but Europe 
won’t believe in them until some­
body lassoes one and has it photo­
graphed by Frank Sinatra, the 
British ambassador and five 
Supreme Court justices.

“America’s reply to the Loch 
Ntss monster,” chortled today’s 
Sanday dispatch, referring io 
Britain’s hoariest tall story—t e 
serpent that is “seen” romping n 
Scotland’s Loch Ness every tir ie 

* the tourist trade needs a shot in 
the arm.

■Recorded

MILWAUKEE SENTINEL 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN



Jokesters Add

one hour by persons who said t .ey
'er

UM

saw fluorescent balls circling o 
the city and clearly outlined against

Planes Chasing Disks
Find Only Empty Sky
Some Comedy 
to Air Mystery

Foci Qi I o.Uo Okiar-faT A Birmingham radio station was 
HaSl Di. LOUIS vJujeCra deluged with more than 400 calk in

■’rove to Be Washers; 
hicago Woman Spots

Dne With Legs
By the United Press

Army pilots were ready Monday 
for another air search for the mys­
terious "flying saucers” now report­
ed seen in 39 states and parts of 
Canada as practical jokesters added 
to the confusion.

Equipped with telescopic cam­
eras, 11 army planes searched the 
Pacific northwest Sunday without 
finding any trace of the flying disks 
which had been reported over scores 
of communities the preceding two 
days. At Sioux Falls, S. D., a na­
tional guard plane already in the air 
was ordered to investigate a silvery 
disk with a short tail which Gregory 
Zimmer said he saw shoot across 
the heavens. The pilot found noth­
ing but empty sky.

The army “camera patrol" over 
the Cascade mountains Sunday in­
cluded eight P-51 pursuit ships and. 
three A-26 bombers. J

Illusions Or Jokes
There was growing belief that the 

concentrated aerial search would 
show the saucers to be optical illu­
sions or the work of practical joke­
sters magnified by aroused imagi­
nations.

A number of "disks” whirled over 
rooftops in East St. Louis, Ill., Sun­
day. J. T. Hartley, a locomotive en­
gineer, gathered some of them up 
Jhd found they were made of 
pressed white paper, 11 inches in 
diameter and with a two inch hole 
in the center. Railroad workers 
said they looked like locomotive 
packing washers.

- ixadio announcement tlS'fllUhH 
were flying over Lewiston, Idaho, 
Sunday sent' hundreds into their 
yards for a look. Weatherman Louis 
Krezak said the objects were mov­
ing eastward with the prevailing 
wind and probably were weed seeds. 
Three air transport pilots agreed.
-/* Searchlights on Clouds

near-by mountains. A carnival at 
Alabaster, Ala., was playing search­
lights on cloud wisps.

An argument raged at Lodi, Calif., 
owr the cause of a spectacular glow 
ip the sky and a roar shortly before 
Electrical power went off. Mrs. W. 
C. Smith said she heard a noise “like

Give ’Em Room
Newport News, Va.—Peninsula 

airport here is taking no chances 
with flying saucers. Pilots report­
ing Monday to take out planes 
found this notice on the bulletin 
board: "Two thousand feet ver­
tical and horizontal clearance re­
quired between aircraft operat­
ing from this field and any fly­
ing saucers."

f
a four motored bomber" just before 
the lights went off at dawn. Erving 
Newcomb of the Pacific Gas & Elec­
tric Co. offered the explanation that 
a low flying crop dusting plane] 
probably had struck a power line! 
and burned out a transformers 
However, no planes were reporte/ 
damaged and no one could explain

MILWAUKEE JOU^WGb^
MILWAUKEE, WlSCONSie/%)

wKSt a crop dusting plane was do­
ing in the air at dawiPW Sunday. 
It was the first time any noise had 
been attributed to flying saucers.

J. U. Watts, jr„ Darlington (S. C.) 
attorney, said he saw an army pur­
suit plane chasing a V-formation of 
flying saucers at 250 miles an hour 
3,000 feet high. However, no pilot 
reported such a chase.

Saw One With Legs
Meantime, authorities were 

plagued with reports that bordered 
on the fantastic. An excited Chi­
cago woman reported that she had 
seen a flying saucer with legs. “I 
wes standing on my porch and I 
th ught for sure it was coming right 
db rn and slap me in the face,” sit 
si I.

I leorge Kuger of Denver said hl 
sap a flying disk with an America! 
flag on it. ’

Francis Howell, Tempe, Ariz., 
claimed he saw a saucer two feet 
in diameter disappear behind a row 
of trees near his home. When he 
rushed to inspect it, he said, the flat, 
thin, aluminumlike disk took off at 
a “high rate of speed” toward 
Phoenix, nine miles away.

Mrs. Walter Johnson returned to 
Spokane, Wash., after a vacation 
near St. Maries, Idaho, and after 
reading newspaper reports of the 
flying saucers said she and several 
others had seen speeding shiny ob­
jects “as big as a four or five room 
house” disappear into the forest 
covered mountains.

f
hc first of the saucers over New 
k State was reported by Mrs. 
meth Wohley of Rochester, »N. 
who said she and her husbaid 
saw an object “about the size of pn 

ordinary saucer” flying above 
back yard at 8:30 p.m. Sunday.



New Jersey residents said they | 
“thought” they saw flying disks 
over Palisades PaWi UM "near-by 
Bergenfield Sunday night.

Skeptical scientists recalled the 
mysterious “rockets” seen over Swe­
den last year. Eighty per cent of 
the "ghos* rockets” proved to be 
meteors, and Swedish officials said 
the others could be discounted as 
pure imagination.

Scientists asserted that the ob­
jects in order to be seen clearly at 
10,000 feet—the level at which most 
of the saucers have been reported— 
would have to be 20 feet in diameter, 
would require a large mass of metal, 
would be more conspicuous at night 
and would be seen by a far greater 
number of persons.

Dr. J. S. Nassau, director of the 
Warner & Swasey observatory at

th! Case Institute of Technology at 
Cleveland, said he was incllied to ' 
"think the reports are fancies.”

Capt. Tom Brown, army air force 
spokesman at Washington, said the 
army was trying to run the reports 
to Earth.

tVe’re not dismissing the possi- 
bilty that there’s something to it,” 
he |aid. “and we're not dismissing 
the possibility that it’s all a hoax.”



U? S. Planes Hunting Discs; 
Russ Tells of ‘Atom Saucers’

FBI Probes Story 
of Soviet Ship

I Officer
LOS ANGELES, July 6—(Spe­

cial)—Federal agents today in­
vestigated a letter to the Exami- 

' ner describing Russian supersonic 
atom-powered planes resembling 
the “flying saucers.”

A top flight atomic scientist to 
whom the Examiner referred the 
letter said it was “not all non­
sense," and suggested the matter 
be turned over to the FBI.

The letter writer said he got j 
the information from an officer 
aboard a Russian tanker recently 
ill Los Angeles harbor.
MLLED EVEN WORMS
the Russian, he said, also de­

scribed experiments with con­
trolled radioactive clouds in the 
Arctic, where birds, animals and

I even worms were killed.
' The planes, as described by the 
Russian to the writer, are only 

| 18 inches thick, with a kidney- 
I shaped outline and no propellors. 
[ The pilot lies on his stomach 
Land is artificially cooled against 
I the beat developed by air fric- 
Ition.
I “The outer surface is highlr
I Bolished,” the Russian said ;
I fBoth upper and lower surfaces 
I ire convex, like a giant lens. 
I The lifting force is an entirely 
I different principle found about 
I 10 years ago among unpublished 
I papers of a Russian chemist.
I “Energy is required only for 
I climbing, hut no energy is need- 
I ed for support when the air- 
I plane goes along the earth’s 
I gravitational contour lines.” 
B The writer of the sf-ange let- 
Ber said he met the Russian of- 
Micer in Wilmington ana, because 

wanted to hear aboj( Russia, 
Mivited him to dinner.

OtWtweeian first asked where 
he could sell 18 pola?^eaFT>elts 
which he received “for very dan­
gerous work.’’

He said he had been assigned 
to go over the route of the radio­
active cloud near Lake Bakal 
(or Baykal) and pick up dead 
animals.
ALL LIFE DESTROYED

“They loaded a few small 
ships with all kinds of animals 
and directed the cloud over 
them,” the writer said.

“During this experiment, a 
violent storm blew the cloud 
far north into the tundra, but 
before it dissipated it destroyed 
all life on its way.

“The cloud may be controlled 
from land, from a plane or 
from a robot-piloted ‘leader.* 
)s I understand it, the control 
i based on electro-magnetic 
v aves and the cloud has two 
components: The carrier and 
the killer.” '
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Quirks of Eyesight May 
Explain Disc Mystery

By HOWARD BLAKESLEE 
AP Science Editor

NEW YORK, July 6—(/P)—Certain laws of human eye­
sight will explain much of what has been described about
the flying saucers reported from nearly all parts of the
United States. ------------------------------------------

i

At any distance which is close 
to the limit of how far a person 
can see, all objects appear round 
or nearly so. This law of sight 
covers both small things seen 
nearby and large ones at great 
distances.

Regardless of shape, the ob­
ject near the limit of sight looks 
round. If the thing )s silhouetted 
against a bright sky, as some of 
the flying saucers have been re­
ported, then it is more likely to 
rev/al its true shape.
HAVE ‘NO STRUCTURE’

It the thing is seen by reflected 
light, as in most cases reported, 
it is almost certain to be round, 
and if the reflections are sunlight, 
then the sizes reported are those 
which would be expected from 
distant light reflections.

The one outstanding fact about 
virtually all the saucers is that 
they had no structure — they 
seemed merely round and flat. 
That description fits exactly with 
the tricks that eyes play. This 
trickiness varies with differences 
in weather and lighting.

This writer has seen flying 
saucers over Long Island Sound 
near his home, not only this year 
but in previous years. They were 
round, bright and moving fast.
NOT A MYSTERY

But they were no mystery be­
cause they were light reflected 
from the bodies of airplanes that 
soon identified themselves by 
chaining course and coming near 
enovfch to be seen distinctly.

L^t week this writer also saw 
one Joval flying form which for 
a moment looked exactly like the

photograph of the oval object 
taken by Yeoman Frank Ryman 
north of Seattle, Wash. The Long 
Island oval came closer and 
turned into an airplane.

Planes at great distances tend 
to look round when light is re­
flected from their sides. Many 
descriptions of movements of the 
flying saucers fit with the com­
mon maneuvers of airplanes, 
singly or in groups.

They fit also with what birds 
look like, flying at a considerable 
distance. However the bird Illu­
sion is not very common. Some 
of the maneuvering reported, 
which took saucers out of Jight 
and back into sight again re­
sembles what can be seen while 
watching distance airplanes.
SPEED MYSTERY

There is no explanation for re­
ported speeds of 1,000 or more 
mjles an hour. Meteors, although 
they go much faster than that, 
do not explain it because the 
saucers mostly appear in daytime 
and there are not enough day­
light meteors.

Ice crystals forming little round 
clouds have been suggested. But 
these fail to fit in most cases be­
cause the ice crystals form at 
altitudes which are higher than 
most of the saucers reported.

Nothing published in science or 
atomic studies gives the slightest 
clue to flying sSucers unless the 
objects are aircraft.

One scientist today said that at 
least a lot of saucers are ex­
plained by the force of suggestion 
which causes a person to say to 
himself:

"Oh, gee, I see it too.”

2^>^
BECORDEB- 
4-[ l) ^"
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Queers7 Fly Here;
Grafton Disc Joke

What was reported as a “flying disc” which struck a church in
Grafton early yesterday turned out to be a circular saw with
two small tubes and several wire 
Brasky, pastor of St. Joseph’s Ci 
I|nd points to the lightning rod 
he said was struck by the disc.

The mystery of the “flying 
discs,” strange luminous objects 
seen speeding across the sky in 
many states, turned to Wiscon­
sin yesterday when several per­
sons reported them at Milwaukee 
and Janesville.

Mystery was added to mystery 
when Father Joseph Brasky, pas­
tor of St. Joseph’s Church at 
Grafton, Wis., reported a missile 
hurtled through the air early yes­
terday, knocked the ball off the 
church lightning rod, and landed 
on the front lawn.
WIRES AND TUBES .„ ^

It. was a large circular saw— 
aboat 16 inches In diameter—and 
stilllhot when Father Brasky 

Ipickld it from the lawn.
There were wires and two tubes 

attached to it. The tubes were an | 
inch in diameter and three inches I

i attached to it. Father Joseph 
urch, Grafton, holds the “disc” 
on the church (arrow), which

Sentinel Photo by Ernest Anheuser, f

One theory was that prankstei s 
or belated Fourth of July cel ■ 
brants had attached explosives ro 
the saw, and sent it skimming 
through the air.

Father Brasky said he heard a 
swishing ndise and a sizzling at 
5 a. m., followed a second later 
with a thud and an explosion.

An excited resident telephoned 
to Billy Mitchell Field, and said i 
he saw 15 flying saucers, in U 
formation, heading north over 
Granville, at 10:05 p. m. He hung 
up before his name could be pro­
cured.

A passenger aboard a New 
York-Detroit-Milwaukee plane, 
Tillich landed at Billy Mitchell 
Field at 10:05 p. m., told employes 
in the office of Northwest Air- * 
lines, Inc., he saw a flying saucer J 
bobbing up and down over the I 
airfield just after he had alighted] 
from the plane.

! Other passengers with him also I 
saw it, he said. He gave the name! 
of J. W. Roy den of D<*e^tt~B¥- 
spite*!^T55obing, the saucer was I 
going at great speed, and was out! 
of sight in a few seconds, he 
said. Rowden is stopping at the
Plaza Hotel.
DISCS HAD TAILS

Erwin Rottman, 1328 M. 19th 
St., said he saw three of them, 
with tails, flying northwest to 
southeast, as he stood at N. 18th 
and W. Vliet Sts. They turned 
from gold to another color and 
then to silver, he said.

Frank Phifer, stopping at the 
Maryland Hotel, said he saw 
three balls of fire shoot across 
Lake Michigan at 8:20 last light, 
abAit a mile from shore,! and

“goiqg at terrific speed.”
What he described as an illu­

minated saucer was seen last 
night by William Humphrey, 3148 
S. 20th St., he said. It was zig­
zagging directly over the Heil 
Co. plant, said Humphrey, and 
seemed to land in a wooded area 
nearby.
REPORTED IN JANESVILLE

Four Janesville residents re­
ported they had seen a flying disc 
Saturday night. They are Mr. 
and Mrs. AI Sievert and Mr. and
Mrs. Howard Roth.

They saw the disc flying in a 
northwesterly direction f r'o m 
Janesville at a “terrific speed.” 
They viewed It for 20 minutes. It 
was yellow-golden, and seemed to 
turn at times to a silvery color, 
they stated. An oval flight pattern 
was followed. Then, they said, 
tails appeared on the disc and 
shortly afterwards it disappeared.

John Bosch, 4377 S. Adams St- 
Milwaukee, a machinist, insisted 
he saw two flashing saucer­
shaped objects pass over Billy 
Mitchell Field shortly after mid- 
r ght yesterday. They were close 
e lough so he could definitely slate 
t iey were not shooting stars, mor 
a rplanes, he said. Bosch’s h«me 
is near the airport. J
------------------------------------W^OSUF

records©

<^<Z^

long.



^ ( tVCU^L-C 
^‘6 fc^KAw





STANDARD VoRM

Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO DIRECTOR. FBI DATE:

from :/ Mac, MILWAUKEE

SUBJECT:- ELYING DISCS OR SAUCERS 
HISCEWnJEUTS
TELEPHONE CALL FROM MR. FLETCHER 
AT THE BUREAU AT 8:30 AM, 7/7/47

Attached are newspaper clippings from the 
Sentinel and Milwaukee Journal of July 7, 1947.

July 8, 1947

ATTENTION:

For the Bureau’s information, United Press and Associated 
Press telephoned me at my residence about three or four times between 
1:00 A.M. and 2:30 A.M., JuM, 1947. The United Press representative 
informed me that Father JOSEPirkBRASKY had stated on interview by a 
Milwaukee Sentinel reporter, ohe'BILL. EEKS, (phonetic) that he, 
Father BRASKY, was going to call the FBI concerning the contraption, 
which apparently was identical with one of the flying discs recently 
publicized throughout the country. The United Press representative 
desired to know if we had any statement to make on the matter. I 
informed him that I had no official comment, other than "No Comment."

Since I have contacted the United Press representative on 
various occasions, I asked him what the actual details were, and he 
stated he did not know except that the interview of the priest reflected 
that a circular saw had been found with some devices attached to it.

The Associated Press called me shortly after the United 
Press representative did, and on being advised that I had no comment 
to make concerning the story, I asked the Associated Press representa­
tive what the actual facts were, and he informed me that as far as the 
Associated Press was concerned, the facts were that a circular saw had 
been found and a story had been obtained from a priest who had been 
drinking quite heavily. The Associated Press representative informed 
me that apparently the United Press desired to get a statement from me 
denying or affirming that the FBI was investigating the matter. I 
informed the Associated Press representative that apparently someone 
was suffering under a misinterpretation of any comment I had made, and
possibly some 
gone out over

I then telephoned thQ United-^ess representative, who 
apparently in the meantime had been called’by the Associated Press

reporter was in an embarrassing position if a story had

in an effort to straighten out the United Press. No reference was
made to the FBI in the Milwaukee Sentinel article appearing July 7, 
1947, but the Milwaukee Journal article, which is attached, referred 
to an alleged statement by Father BRASKY that he attempted to get in 
touch with an FBI Agent whom he knows. Father BRASKY has never con 
tacted the Milwaukee FBI Office or any Agent concerning his find 
my opinion, this is just another hoax story, : 

ERASKY with the saw indicates no basis 
.ority1UCT

KJ: JJ 62-0 Enclosures
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STANDARD FORM NO. <4

Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

FROM

TO

= K.C.Howe

: D.M.LAD
fe

DATE: July 11, 1947
Mr. Tolson___

Mr. E. A. TaroT
Mr. Clegg_____

Mr. Glav In

ying Diac ■

At 10:45 PM on the evening of July 11, 1947, Clerk Piercy of the 
Washington Field Office called and stated that at the instruction Mr, 
Hennrich he wanted to passop to the Bureau information he had just re­
ceived from one Alvin B.-Parker, 200 6th Street, Laurel, Maryland, to t he 
effect that a "flying disc" had just landed in Parker’s yard "and the

Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen________
Mr. Tracy________
Mr. Carson_______
Mr. Egan
Mr. cornea_______
Mr. Karoo______ _
Mr. Mohr______  
Mr. PennTnztoiT__
Mr. Quinn Tamr.
Tele. Room
Mr. Nease
Miss HoLt*W“~~ZMIBB Gandy

machinery is still buzzing#” Piercy stated Parker was apparently so excited he had 
a difficult time even getting his name out, and no further detail could be obtained 
from him.

At 10:50 PM I passed the above information on to Captain West, duty officer 
at G—2 #10 indicated he hyl also received the same data from another source, aid 
would pass our information along to appropriate army quarters.

Sid Roberts of the AP called at about 10:55 PM and asked whether the 
Bureau had received any report on a "flying disc" in Laurel Mainland. After 
checking with Mr, Nichols I told him we had received such a report and had passed 
it on to army authorities.

30 JUL 161947
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

TO MR. E. A. T.

FROM D. M. LADD

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: July 11

SAC Johnson of the Milwaukee Office called to advise he had 
just received a telephone call from Colonel Harry Schafer, Reserve 
Officer with the Civilian Air Patrol, Black River Falls, Wisconsin, 
Colonel Schafer reported that at 3:30 p.m», July 10, one Sig Hanson, 
City Engineer at Black River Falls, Wisconsin, had found a large 
17" disc which appeared to have been possibly made out of cardboard 
painted with silver airplane dope. In the center was a tube and a 
small motor with a propellor attached to the side. Colonel Schafer 
expressed the opinion that this disc would not be able to fly by 
itself. He advised it would be taken to the Air Corps Headquarters, 
Colonel ^chafer advised, however, that Hanson did not want to release 
the disc without FBI approval.

1947
Mr. Tolson____
Mr. E. A. Tam
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavln 
Mr. Ladd______ 
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen_____
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan_____  
Mr. Gurnea
Mr. Harbo_____
Mr. Hendon
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tamm" 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Neaso 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Oandy

I instructed Mr, Johnson to advise the Air Corps officer 
to get in touch with Colonel ^chafer and tell him he saw no reason for 
the Bureau to attempt to secure the release of the material since it
was not in our custody and we had no control
also calling concerning this matter 
comment to the press*

He stated the press was
I instructed him to make no

DHL: craw
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>T ABOARD FORM NO. 64

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

F. P. GR 

4hh:g disc s

MR. LADD

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

date, July 12, 191^

Reference is made to Mr. Howe's memorandum to you 
dated July 11, in the above-captioned matter.

At 11:55 P.M., July 11, I took a phone call from 
Sergeant Lonis of the Laurel, Maryland, Police Department.
Lonis said that he had examined the "flying disc." He said that it 
had been made from a Gulf Oil sign and the top of a garbage can and 
had been painted with aluminum paint. It had been recently painted 
because the paint was still wet. Attached to it were a dry cell 
battery, a flashlight bulb, some vires and a buzzer. He asked if 
the Bureau was sending anyone out to look at it. I told him that 
we were not, that we had referred the matter to the Army, and 
suggested that he call them.

Mr. E. Tamm
Mr. Clegg_________
Mr. Glavln 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen_________
Mr. Tracy_________
Mr. Carson________
Mr. Egan__________
Mr. Ournea________
Mr. Harbo_________
Mr. Hendon_______
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tamm

Sergeant

I subsequently telephoned Captain Calvert, the Duty 
Officer at G-2, and passed on to him the information furnished by 
Sergeant Lonis

FPG:jc





FBI DALLAS 7-3-47

DIRECTOR AND SAC, CINCINNATI 

7FLYING DISC., INFORMATION CONCERNING.

EIGHTH AIR FORCE, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THIS OFFICE THAT AN QBJECT 

PURPORTING TO BE A FLYING DISC WAS RE COVERED NEAR ROSWELL, NEVI 

MEXICO, THIS DATE._ THE DISC IS HEXAGONAL IN SHAPE AND WAS SUSPENDED 

FROM A BALLON,BY CABLE, WHICH BALLON WAS APPROXIMATELY TWENTY 

FEET IN DIAMETER. MAJOR CURTAN FURTHER ADVISED THAT THE OBJECT 

FOUND RESEMBLES A HIGH ALTITUDE WEATHER BALLOON WITH A RADAR 

REFLECTOR, BUT TEAT TELEPHONIC CONVERSATION BETWEEN THEIR OFFICE 

AND WRIGHT FIELD HAD NQT_M—<fe_im£Nir OUT THIS BELIEF. DISC AND 

BALLOON BEING TRANSPORTED TO WRIGHT FIELD BY SPECIAL PLANE FOR EXAMINATI 

INFORMATION PROVIDED THIS OFFICE BECAUSE OF NATIONAL INTEREST IN CASE 

»B« AND FACT THAT NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, ASSOCIATED PRESS, AND 

OTHERS ATTEMPTING TO BREAK STORY OF LOCATION OF DISC TODAY. MAJOR 

CURTAN ADVISED WOULD REQUEST WRIGHT FIELD TO ADVISE CINCINNATI 

OFFICE RESULTS OF EXAMINATION. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING 

CONDUCTED.

END 

CXXXX ACK 

WA 92 FBI 

BPI H8 

8-33 PM 0 

8-22 PM OK
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FEI NEU ORLEANS

U. 3. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

CIMMUNKATIONS SECTION

F

U R GENT

ARIST£N, FIFTEEN FIFTY FO

7-7-47

JDIRECTOK FEI V E R
0

FLYING FISCS, DISCELLANE0US

jxjniL^tcn ....
F’!‘i*a Famm.^.

Mr. Neube ..............

Miss

AVENUE, SHELVE? ONT, L0 UISIA J J A ADVISES HE A CIRCULAR DISC AT

SIX FIVE PM THIS DATE COMING FROM NW DIRECTION DISC LANDED U -FIFTEE:: 1

HUND^ BLOCK OF T-XAS AVEN; HAIRSTON PICKED UP DISC AT FIFTEEN

FIFTY FOUL TEXAS AVENUE. DISC WHIRLING WHEN SEEN IN AIR AND FIRE S

SPOLE-F ERQM SIDES. Fl............. NT OUT ON LANDING AND S OKE ISSUED FEL

SECONDS AFTER FIRE WENT OUT. DISC PICKED UP AND HOT JOT

NOTIFIED C-2 BARKSDALE IMMEDIATELY AND THEY TOOK DISC LEFORS SA ARRIVED

THIN ALUMINUM DISC SIXTEEN INCHES IN DIAMETER. HAS

SHALL COILS TEO INCHES IN DIAMETER AND FOUL INCHES LONG AT THE ENDS OF

DIAHETE^. COILS CONNECTED BY TWO COFFER WIRES TO TWO TERMINALS ON

EACH COIL AND THESE HIRES ARE CONNECTED AT THE CROSSING IN THE

THE DISC TO AN OBJECT ONE INCH IN DIAMETER BY TWO INCHES LONG, SIMILIAR

TO STARTER ON FLCURLSCENT LICHT OLJECT HAS ON UPPER END

ADE IN USA—MADE SOUND LIKE A POLlCEMAN-S WHISTLE

AND SMOOTH SIDE TOWARD EARTH IN FLIGHT. BARKSDALE FIELD AGREED IF HOT

HARMFUL WOULD TURN OVER TO FBI IF WE WANT IT SUBJECT TO SUPERIOR

INSTRUCTIONS JANES GF ALL PERSON WHO HANDLER DISC BEFORE ARRIVAL .OF

AGENT SECURED

AND FORWARD PHOTOS TO BUREAU m ,42
JOTOS. L... SUCH.,
W I6/

UELI. PLESS AWARE OF INli/1
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.'j-ear Hr. Hoersch

Sincerely yours.

FRYtvij’o

&

Jonn '.dear Hoover
vrector

Mr. Tolson
Mr. E. A. Tara
Mr. Slavin
Mr. Ladd
Mr* Nichols
Mr. Hosen
ur. Tracy
Mr. Egan
Mr. Guinea
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Mohr
Mr. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Tara 
Tele, hooc

v&ilcble
to ne

HoerschC. A

July 10. 1947

Mr. Clegs

REC KOI ’

349 Central Avenue
Jersey City, Few Jersey

Your letter dated July G, 1947,
has been received and I de want to than?
you for waiting this info nation,

Your interest is appreciate

MUNICATIONS SECTION

MAILED 11

☆ JUL 11 1947 p.M

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION •

U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE





G* MacREYNOLDS ^^ TELEPHONE 2-14^

®lje (Mac^eynolba 

305-307 ^xmaet ^benue

Asbury ^ark, Nefo Jersey





Er, J. Edgar Hoover 
Wash. D.C,

Doesn’t it seem wisest for you to forbid papers - (No not forbid - but ask 
the co-operation of all papers) to keep all news ofThose discs out of the nws 
untiHyou are sure just what they are & where from.

Seems to us with all the enemies we have, even within our borders, 
it could be something far more important than may seem at first. I had $ sons 
in this war & another who over-did for his America - & we do want it really 
protected from danger from now on. Enough are dead £ maimed - with-out losing out 
now as it easily could be. ^hy have the papers carried that story if reporters 
were made to see how much more sensible not to report - it except to the F.B.I.

There is too much of danger ahead anyway —

Hastily

/s/ T. Norris
173u Thome Ave 
Chicago -

TRUE COPY
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

D. M. LaddTO

FROM

SUBJECT:

H. B. Fletc;

Office Memorandum

SAC Bannister of the Butte
sterbrookstated that a Mrs. Fri

DATE:

July 11, 19^7
Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Tam" 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Olavln 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan_____  
Mr. Ournca 
Mr. Harbo_____ 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tam"

Office called at noon today and 
215 7th Avenue East, Twin Falls

Idaho, at 2:U5 a.m. Mountain Time today heard a noise in the back of 
her home. She thought a collision had occurred and investigated and 
found in the back yard of the home next door an object described as follows:

Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Holmes 

ss Oandy

A disc 30g" in diameter, circular in shape, it is dished like a 
saucer and actually there is a saucer within a saucer in the manner of 
cymbals* On one surface there is attached a plastic dome described as about 
lit" in diamier and affixed by 8 bolts in a rather rough manner. The bolts 
can best be described as similar to stove bolts. On the other surface is 
another dome of metal which is gold in color on one side and on the inside is 
silver in color, which looks like tin. Through the plastic dome can be ob­
served three tubes similar to radio tubes and there is some wiring. The disc 
generally is 10” thick and at the point where the domes are located about 
ill” in thickness. There is an object on it similar to electric coil which 
has some type of an arm on it and bears the words ’’Inspected TS”. Some of 
the wiring has been burned off and it looks as though something might be
missing.

Mr. Bannister stated that if this were the work of some prankster 
he went to quite a bit of trouble. He stated the press is aware of this 
incident. He stated that the disc had been picked up and was now at the 
Police Department, Twin Falls, Idaho. He was instructed to notify the local 
Army authorities of the existence of this disc.
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July ig, W

Mr. G. ?'’’lorrfs 
173k Thore Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois

anSSJKlL 1 1^> *° acknowledge receipt of your letter ; ostmrkcd July 7, 1&7. 
Wfi^The lafbmation cental nod therein ha# been careful ly reviewed end le being made 
!*'*'' a natter of permanent record In the files of this Bureau, Your interest in

writing an you did <s indeed appreciated.

In the future should you have inforention wh'ch you fori night be of 
interest to this Bureau you night find It convenient to contact the Special Agent 
in Charge of our Chfongo Office, which is located at 1900 Bankers* Aldine. 
Chicago 3, Illinois.

Sincerely yours.

__  John Idgar Hoover 
Director

cc - Chicago GlitWncoming. There is no identifiable Information in the Bureau’s 
flies concerning the writer of this letter. Despite the fact that 
this letter refers to "flying discs", it is not believed that the 
information furnished is s ufficiently important to refer to Anny 
authorities.)

WCtW

communicatToivs SEcnwTolson
E. A. TSHT
Clu.n:____ 2
□lavin
Udd
M chore— 
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Tracj^^^

jISJW’Wm
PonnTngtoH^
Quinn TaosT
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :

FROM :

SUBJECT:

Roy E* Wood

MR. LADD DATE: July 10, 1947
Mr. Tolson
Mr. E. A. Tam

FLYING DAGGERS (DISCS)
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavli
Mr.
Mr. N 
Mr. Ro 
Mr. Tr^cy
Mr. C
Mr. Egan
Mr. Ournca
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Hendon
Mr. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Taam”

At 5»45 AM this date, SAC Hood telephonically contacted the ■
Bureau and advised at approximately Ils 30 PM, July 9, 1947, the office*
in Los Angeles had received information from the Resident Agent at Burbiffl^yU^
California, that a ’’flying disc" had landed in or near Burbank and haa been 0
seen to burst into flame when it landed. Further, that it had been the cause 
of a fire in some woods, this fire either in Burbank or possibly in the citvi 
limits of Los Angeles, which Mr. Hood could not be certain. The fire chief' 
at Burbank had called the resident agent at Burbank and told him he would 
hold the disc for him.

Coincident with the information received from Burbank, the Los Angeles 
Office received calls from the newspapers requesting information. The newspapers 
stating they had called the Army Air Force Intelligence who had stated "we are 
not interested". According to Mr. Hood, this comment had aroused the newspapers 
and they stated they intended to publish this quotation and belabor same in their 
fireissues. Mr. Hood stated that he had refrained from making any statement 
to the press other than to admit possession of an object and that it was being 
turned over to military authorities in the morning (this AM), it being Mr. Hood’s 
opinion that he did not want any quotes in the press and certainly not one to the 
effect that we were not interested.

As described to him, Mr. Hood stated that the object was an aluminum 
disc about 2’ in diameter weighing about ten pounds, painted with aluminum paint 
and having some sort of a radio tube in the center of the disc. This object was 
in possession of the resident agent at Burbank and would be turned over to 
military authorities (G-2) in Los Angeles this morning.

RECORDED * ^/ ' '/
Mr. Hood’s purpose in calling was to place the Bureau on notice regarding

the above described object and any further information would be transmitted to the

SZJBl
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TOP VIEW



STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Director, FBI

SAC, Los Angeles

SUBJECT:

1
RECOVERY OF "FLYING DISC", 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, 
JULY 9, 1947

UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT

DATE: July 17, 1947

On the evening of July 9, 1947, a report was received at the Los 
Angeles Office that a so-called "flying disc" had landed in the vicinity of 
Radford and Magnolia Streets in North Hollywood, California, the contraption 
being briefly described as approximately 30 inches in diameter, all metal, 
disc shaped, and having a radio antenna. It was reported to have burst into 
flames upon landing. At the time of the report the disc was being held at 
the Valley Fire Department in Van Nuys, California.

SA RICHARD D. AUERBACH went to the fire department immediately at 
which time it was found that a number of people had gathered including news­
paper reporters and photographers who were taking pictures of the disc. 
Battalion Fire Chief WALLACE E. NEWCOMB advised Agent that at approximately 
10:30 P.M., an unknown woman called on the telephone and excitedly reported 
that the disc had dropped into her garden where it began to flame, her 
residence being located at 11858 Magnolia Boulevard, North Hollywood. A 
fire department truck was sent there and put out the flaming object with the 
fire hose, after which the object was taken to the fire station. SA AUERBACH 
thereafter arranged to transport the disc to the office.

The device is briefly described as consisting of two convex steel 
discs approximately 2 feet in diameter, fused together at the outer edge 
and fastened together in the center by a hollow cylindrical connection. A 
vertical galvanized iron fin was screwed to the top of the disc, and a short 
length of pipe closed at one end ran from the outer circumference into the 
interior of the contraption, ’.'/hat appeared to be a radio tube was installed 
in the center of the top side. The contraption had a total weight of 
approximately 20 pounds.

At the Bureau Office a series of photographs were taken of the 
device from various positions, and a set of these photographs are being 
forwarded herewith for the Bureau's inspection and information.

RECORDED

^IXED 

ty-64' S0^

The "flying 
HEMPSTEAD, A.C., G-2 
ly reported that the 
could have flown und

; thereafter turned over to Major COURTNEY W. 
rlhur, San Pedro, California, who subsequent- 

i definitely a hoax and under no circumstances 
power
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Director, FBI July 17, 1947

Re: RECOVERY OF "FLYING DISC",
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, 
JULY 9, 1947

On the following day, July 10, 1947, one FRANK V.’^ROWN, 6552 
Teesdale Avenue, North Hollywood, reported that on this morning he was at 
the North Hollywood Service Station eating at which time there was 
considerable talk about the flying disc having been found in the vicinity. 
A number of what appeared to be young high school students were present 
and were having quite a laugh about the excitement caused by the finding 
of the disc. BROWN stated that he received a definite impression that 
these young students either had themselves or knew of someone who had been 
working for the past two weeks making this "flying disc". BROWN was 
unable to furnish the names of any of these young men but identified one 
of them who was making the statements as being employed in a Chevron 
Service Station at the corner of Victory Boulevard and Whitsett Street. 
He described the youngster as about sixteen years of age.

The .above information was also furnished to the G-2 Office at 
San Pedro, California.

MMBsMGM
100-9099
ENC. (3)

- 2 -



STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Mfmorandum • united states government

TO Director, FBI

FROM

SUBJECT:

SAC, Butte 
0

FLUNG DISCS

DATE: July

Mr. DAW"JOHNS ON, of Idaho Daily Statesman, Boise, Idaho, tele- 
phonically contacted the Butte Office and asked if the FBI was checking on 
the flying discs reported to have been seen by many citizens. He advised
that so many had reported having seen them that it undoubtedly was not a 
figment of the imagination* He said that these discs had been seen on July 
1, 1947, in the vicinity of Trail Creek near Sun Valle* Idaho, by reputable 
citizens*

The writer informed Mr, JOHNSON that this office was not making 
an investigation and inquired as to whether he had contacted Army and Navy 
officials, He said that he was inquiring of these agencies.

WB: LB

AIR MAIL

51 AUG 5 "1947
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BELIEVED TO BE TURPENTINE, CONSENSUS OF AU. PRESENT PRESENT THA

DISK COULD JOT FLY. DISK PRESENTLY IN POSSESSION OF ONI SEATTLE

AND NO INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED. NO PUBLICITY THUS FAR AND





STANDARD FORM NO. 64

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, NEW HAVEN

SUBJECT: "FLYING SAUCERS”
EDWIN M—BAILEY, JR.
STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT, INFORMANT
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT

For the information of the Bureau this is to advise that on July 7, 1947, 
EDWIN M« BAILEY, Jr#, 6 Home Court, Stamford, Connecticut, appeared at the 
Stamford Resident Agent’s office and furnished the following information

Mr# BAILEY prefaced his remarks by stating that he is a scientist by 
occupation and is currently employed at the American Cyanamid Research 
Laboratories on West Main Street in Stamford, Connecticut, in the Physics 
Division# Mr. BAILEY further indicated that during the war he was employed 
at MIT, Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the Radiation Laboratory which Labora­
tory is connected with the Manhattan Project. BAILEY advised that he is 
thirty years of age and is a graduate of the University of Arizona.

Mr. BAILEY stated that the topic of ”flying saucers" had caused considerable 
comment and concern to the present day scientists and indicated that he him­
self had a personal theory concerning the "flying saucers". Prior to 
advancing his own theory, BAILEY remarked that immediately after the conclu­
sion of World War II, a friend of his, RENATO^FECHETTI, allegedly observed 
the "flying saucers” from an observatory in Milan and Bologna, Italy. He 
stated that apparently at that time the "flying saucers” had caused a little 
comment in Italy but that after some little publicity they immediately died 
out as public interest. Mr. BAILEY stated that it is quite possible that 
actually the "flying saucers" could be radio controlled germ bombs or atom 
bombs which are circling the orbit of the earth and which could be controlled 
by radio and directed to land on any designated target at the specific desire 
of the agency or country operating the bombs. He stated that one of the 
items of interest which he personally has observed is the fact that the 
saucers have been observed in Mexico city, New Orleans, Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston, Halifax, Newfoundland, Paris, Milan, Bologna and Yugoslavia 
as well as Albania. By placing a string around the globe of the earth

FXM/clb 
117-0

60 AUG 4 W™“^
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Letter to the DIRECTOR, FBI
Re» "FLYING SAUCERS”

EDWIN M. BAILEY, JR.,
STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT, INFORMANT
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT

July 18, 1947

would be noticed that all of the above-mentioned cities form a 
direct orbit or circle around the earth and would be more or less 
in line of any path in which the saucers could be circling.

Mr. BAILEY further stated that he had recently talked with RICHARD 
PERKIN, one of the owners of Perkin-Elmer Company in Glenbrook, 
Connecticut, and had been informed by Mr. PERKIN that his company is 
making a large powerful telescope to be used in searching the strato 
sphere fcr atom bombs.



WASHINGTON FROM BOSTON 3

DIRECTOR

JUL 18 W

TYPE

METAL FRAGMENTS OBSERVED AT WEST RINDGE

SECURITY ' MATT.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

CIMMUMCATIMS SECTION
CkXK yd 

. Glav» /

. Ladd *

3P

Mr. Nichols* .............

Mr. Rosea................

Mr. Tracy ................ 

Mr. R«an...................

Mr. Garaea

r. Uarho

Mr. Mohr..................
Mr. Pennington. ... 

Mr. Quinn Tamm....

.dean john Junker,security office ,n.i.t

CAMBRIDGE,MASS..ADVISED THAT TODAY HE WAS IN CONTACT WITH 0"E CHARI

\SKE1,OF WEST RINDGE,N.H., A RETIRED VICE PRESIDENT OF THE ‘

ENGLAND TEL TEL.CO ' .TASKER ADVISED THA AT APPROXIMATE? THE

PE ON JULY SEVEN LAST SEVERAL PEOPLE SITTING ON A PORCH OBSERVED OH THE

OF EA: LIT NITEHEAD,ROUTE TWO'NAUGHT TEO,WEST NIUDG CURLS

\ OF SMOKE,URICH QN INSPECTION DISCLOSED SMALL BURNED MOB SPOTS ABOUT

AND ONE HALF INCHES IN DIAMATER 0; ALSO I'

GRASS ON BOTH SIDES OF ROAD I" A CIRCLE APPROXIMATELY

IN DIAMETER SEVERAL LITTLE HAD STARTED AND THE

WAS CALLED FIRES WERE APPARNTLY CAUSED SY NETALL IC FRAGMENTATIONS

WHICH WERE TURNED OVER TO PROFESSOR RENTGES, OF MIT. BY A MR

OF THE TELEPHONE COMPANY TGES HAS ADVISED DEAN BUNKE

ARE SIMILAR TO THE LINING 0

V DASH TWO BOMBS, WHICH HE HAD OBSERVED AT NEW MEXICO!

PROFESSOR L.l .fWBBfS^ ALD, AN 0U« FL. .L'j; .,ts • it

THAT
THEY ALE POSSIBLY THE K'W

ROH A JET'TURBO PLANE

HE IS I_N PROCESS OF ANALYZING WO OF THESE PIECES. THESE 

TISTS IN ROUGHLY RECONSTRUCTIN THE METALLIC OBJECT STATE

orWIWW^A_____EED ?AGE QNE---

INCHE S IN DIAMETE 
COPIES DESTROYED 
'2 70 NOV 18 1964

Mr. Tolson
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--PAGE WO— —

SIXTEENTHS OF AN INCH THICK, AND MACHINE TOOLED, AND SOME FRAGMENTS 

INDICATED THEY WERE BURNED AND ■■■■■I‘ APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN 

SUBJECTED TO TERRIFIC HEAT. THESE SCIENTISTS AP.E TREATING THIS MATT 

AS CLASSIFIED INFORMATION. MR.SKI TASKER, AT WEST RINDGE,N.H. 

IS ALSO ENDEAVORING TO COLLECT ADDITIONAL FRAGMENTS AND HAS STATED 

THAT THE FIRE CHIEF AT WEST RINDGE HAS ALSO SEVERAL FRAGMENTS IN FI 

POSSESSION. MR.TASKER INDICATED THAT THE WHITEHEAD RESIDENCE IS SEV 

TO EIGHT HUNDRED FEET EAST OF THE RAILROAD TRACKS. DEAN BUNKER STAT 

HE WILL MAKE THE RESULTS OF M I T RESEARCH AVAILABLE IF SIGNIFICA 

OPINIONS OF SCIENTISTS AS SET FORTH ABOVE SUGGEST POSSBLE MILITARY 

INTEREST. MILITARY AUTHORITIES AT BOSTON HAVE NOT BEEN NOTIFIED.
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July 23, 1947

Dear Urs

Urn, John 
41 Wright 
Westport,

Uaurive-^Lark
Street 
Connecti out

Clari;

Your letter dated July 17, 1947, 
together with enclosures, has been received 
and I leant to thank you for suimi tting the 
letter you mentioned to ne.

Sincerely yours.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director ■

. Tolson__

. E. A. Tamm

. Clegg____ 2

. OlavIn

. Ladd

. Nichols •

. Rosen_____
• Tracy _
. Egan______
. Gurnea
. Harbo
. Mohr^_____
• Pennington
. Quinn Tanin

Tele. Room_______
Mr. Nease________
¥188 Gandy_______

55
55

55
55

55
55

55
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Mrs. John Maurice Clark

THREE CORNERED POND

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I.
Washington, P.O.

Mr. Tolson..

Mr. Hosen
Mr. Tracy A 

Mr. Egan...........  

Mr. Gurnea....... 

Mr. Harbo........  

Mr. Mohr..........  

Mr. Pennington

E. A. T m.rf .
Clor.g ...............

Glavin ..............

Dear Mr. Hoover:
The enclosed came . husband yesterday.r' 

After reading it aloud to the family, as a good example Ir’ Neo8e 
of crack-pot-ism, advertising or what have you, he threw 13
it into the wastebasket. I retrieved it, thinking it m^ght 
better go into your wastebasket than ours, examined by 
your department en route thither, as of possible value.
I presume several thousand have been mailed, and you may 
reveive numberless duplicates. I will risk that. Mr. Clark 
as an economist at Columbia University receives many strange 
missives. This is as strange a one as has come for some 
time, and very appropriate to the present moment.

Mrs J.M

Sincerely yours,

.rk

W / n i

July 17, 1947 /
Home address: 41 Wright St. Westport, Conn
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July 11, 1947.

Dear Sir:

Have you seen one of the mysterious "Saucers"?

What did it look like?

Do you think these strange, celestial manifesta­

tions are harbingers of a better day?

Do you believe it means that a new and revolutionary 

advance is coming?

Will it make your life brighter, happier, more 

useful?

We believe one of these startling discs is on its

way to you. Then the secret will be out.

The Combined and Amalgamated Committee 
of Sky-Scanners, Disc Decipherers and 
New-Product Introducers.

^CLOSURE



July 10, 191*7

Ur, "oodaon>2<Cope
Cliffside fall 
San Marcos, Texas

Dear ?/r. Cope j

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your Western Union telegram 
dated July 7, 19U7- Tour interest in making thia information available 
to me is greatly appreciated.

Inasmuch as the contents of your telegram appear to be of 
interest to the Nir Department only, I have taken the liberty of 
making the information furnished by you available to that Department.

Sincerely yours.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

•. Tolson_______  
•. E. A. 7am
’• Clegg________
•. Glavln

Ladd “ZZZZZ ’. Nichols 
r. Rosen_______  
’. Tracy 
f. Egan_________  
”. Gurnea_______  

, Harbo______  
1 Mohr_^____

PennTngfon~Z 
buinn Tam 
. Room______  
Nease______
Gandy_______

cc - San Antonio
NOTE: The telegram referred to "flying discs.”

* ■
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE!

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAILED 2





"ear Mr. Trotta t

Director

cc - Savannah

tt»
IS

D IM
-ar: :
Mo nr
Penr.TngToT^-
Quinn TarE_2 

.e. Rooe
‘tease

s Gandy

July 10, 1?U7

Mr. J. t^Mts, Jr 
Darlingtdn, South Carolina

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your Western Union telegram 
dated July 6, l?h7 Tour Interest in bringing this information to ny
attention ie greatly appreciated

BMMM as the contents of your telegram appear to b e of
interest to the War Department only, I have taken the liberty of
turning thia inf Croatian over to that Department

Sincerely yours.

NOTE: The telegram referred to "flying diacs,0

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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FBI SEATTLE

^RECTOR

FLYING DISCS

8-14-47

ROUTINE

5-15 PM

SIGHTED BY FRED^CIIRISMAN AND

WASHINGTON, SM X. REURTEL INSTANT DATE

I Mr. Jois-"
| Mr. B, A. Tani in

. Cleg, ..id

HAROLD AMDAHL, TACOM

Ladd

Mr- Nichola..............

Mr. Re in .................

Mr. Bi: o .............
Mr. Gurnoa -..-..

fa. Eirbo ................

Mr. Mohr......... —..r
Hr. Fenn nKton-----

Mr. I. in Tamm—-

PLEASE BE ADVISED THA

DAHL DID NOT ADMIT TO SMITH THAT HIS STORY WAS A HOAX BUT ONLY

STATED THAT IF QUESTIONED BY AUTHORITIES HE WAS GOING TO SAY IT WAS

A HOAX BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT ANY FURTHER TROUBLE OVER THE MATTER

COMPLETE REPORT NOW EN ROUTE TO BUREAU AMSD, WHICH INDICATES

PROBABLY CHRISMAN OR DAHL MADE THE ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL IN THE

HOPE OF BULDING UP THEIR STORY THROUGH PUBLICITY TO A POINT WHERE

THEY COULD MAKE A PROFITABLE DEAL
WITh\aNTASY MAGAZINE, CHICAGO

ILLINOIS DAHL AND CHRISMAN WILL

ADVISED TO THE 30IIWBX CONTRARY

WILCOX

A AND HOLD PLS

9-16 PM OK FBI WASH DC GAR

^261^>6

BY THE BUREAU.
^£°Rded

NOT BE REINTERVIEWED UNLESS

1 ^
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(B) FLYING DISCS - The Bureau, at the request of the Anny Air Forces Tn^n 
has agreed to cooperate in the investigation of flying discs tb/a^ intelligence, 
confidentially advised chat it is possible to release^hree or rare diJ^8 
numbers, attached together by a wire, from an airplane in high altitude ^ 
these discs would ob^in tremendous speed in their descent aS wouM 
earth in an arc. ^ Aw Air Forces Intense has XX£X^ c ° 
that the reports sightings might have been made by subversive individu??! J ern
the purpose of seating a mass hysteria. ' uals for

7-3O-U7
BUREAU BULLETIN NO. 42 - 2 -
Series 19^7

You should investigate each instance which is brought to your attention 
of a sitting of a flying disc in order to ascertain whether or not is is a bona 
fide_siSiting, an imaginary one or a prank. You should also bear in mind that \^ 
individuals might report seeing flying discs for various reasons. It is conceivable-^
that an individual miglit be desirous of seeking personal publicity, causing hysteria., 
or playing a prank. ,

The Bureau should be notified immediately by teletype of all reported £ 
sightings and the results of your inquiries. In instances where the report appears 
to have merit, the teletype should be followed by a letter to the Bureau containing q 
in detail the results of your inquiries. The Army Air Forces have assured the 
Bureau complete cooperating in these matters and in any instances where they fail to.' 
make information available to you or make the recovered discs available for your 
examination, it should promptly be brought to the attention of the Bureau.

c
Any information you develop in connection with these discs should be 

promptly brought to the attention of the Army through your usual liaison channels.
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S “iDAKO FORM NO. 54

This image contains all the 
information on the document.

Office NLemormdum • united states gover

Da M.

FROM :

SUBJECT: HYING DISKS

At request of Brigadier General George F. Schulgen, Chief of 
the Requirements Intelligence Branch of Army Air Corps Intelligence, 
Special Agent S. W. Reynolds discussed the above captioned matter with him'

r.endon4-onnIn.ttc»r
Quinn Tax '

• le. Root 
r. ewe 
Ise seaL;. 
las a?nay

on July 9, 1947, General Schulgen indicated to Mr. Reynolds that the Air Corps 
has taken the attitude that every effort must be undertaken in order to run down 
^nd ascertain whether or not the flying disks are a fact and, if so, to learn 

a^ou^ them. According to General Schulgen, the Air Corps Intelligence are 
llzing all of their scientists in order to ascertain whether or not such a 
nom^non could in fact occur. He stated that this research is being conducted 
i tXie thought that the flying objects might be a celestial phenomenon and with 
"view that they might be a foreign body mechanically devised and controlled*

General Schulgen also indicated to Mr. Reynolds that all Air Corps 
allations have been alerted to run out each reported sighting to obtain all 
ible data to assist in this research project* In passing, General Schulgen 
cd that an Air Corps pilot who believed that he saw one of these objects was 

roughly interrogated by General Schulgen and scientists, as well as a psy- 
Tnologist, and the pilot was adamantly in his claim that he saw a flying disk.

General Schulgen advised Mr. Reynolds that the possibility exists that 
the first reported sightinge of the so-called flying disks were fallacious and 
prompted by Individuals seeking personal publicity, or were reported for political 
reasons. He stated that if this was so, subsequent sightings might be the result 
of a mass hysteria. He pointed out that the thought exists that the first reported 
sightings might have been by individuals of Communist sympathies with the view to 
causing hysteria and fear of a secret Russian weapon.

General Schulgen indicated to Mr. Reynolds that he is desirous of 
having all the angles covered in this matter. He stated that reports of his 
scientists and findings of the various Air Corps installations will be available
in his office. He advised that to complete the picture he desired
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in locating and questioning 
who first sighted the so-called flying disks in order to ascertain 
they are sincere In their statements that they saw these disks, or

the assistance 
the individuals 
whether or not 
whether their

statements were prompted by personal desire for publicity or political reasons. 
General Schulgen assured Mr. Reynolds that there are no War Department or Navy 
Department research projects presently being conducted which could in any way be 
tied up with the flying disks, general Schulgen indicated to Mr. Reynolds that 
if the Bureau would cooperate with him in this matter, he would offer all the 
facilities of his office as to results obtained In the effort to identify and 
run down this matter,

Mr. Reynolds advised General Schulgen tha be made
known to the Bureau and an answer made available to him as soon as possible





Memorandum for Mr. Ladd

Mr. Reynolds also discussed this matter with Colonel L. R. Forney of MID. 
Colonel Forney indicated that it was his attitude that Inasmuch as it has been 
established that the flying disks are not the result of any Army or Navy experi­
ments, the matter is of interest to the FBI. He stated that he was of the opinion 
that the Bureau, if at all possible, should accede to General Schulgen’s request.

SWR:ajb)

j—
ADDENDUM

I would recommend that we advise the Army that the Bureau does not believe it 
should go into these investigations, it being noted that a great bulk of those 
alleged discs reported found have been pranks. It is not believed that the 
Bureau would accomplish anything by going into these investigations.



Hr* George J* Pluskat 
907 Seneca Avenue 
Brooklyn 27, New York

July 30, 1947

^fidfcDEi^^V / ^^

I desire to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 14, 1947, 
and to express ny appreciation to you for bringing this natter to ; y attention

The info nun tian set forth in your letter has been carefully reviewed 
and is being maintained in this Bureau as a natter of record*

Sincerely yours.

John Edgar Hoover 
Director
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907 3en^i Ave., 
B r 0 Oki y V; 7 , KI7 
July 14th,1947.,

Mr.J.Edgar Hoover.Chief,of the F.B.l.
Washington,D.C.

Dear Sir; ,
Please forgive me for taking up your time,with thia item.lt really ism’t 

necessary.Yet,although everybodys tongue was wagging from the East and to the ' 
West coast,! couldn’t resist putting my oar in.

Saucers in the Sky.Heading for the Milky Way.Funny?! dont know.

We read and read and read."Sky Disc Derby Open to All"-"Calls "Saucers”Trick 
of vision"—“Believe it or not,27 States see those flying saucers"-"Who saw: the 
Sa^cers?40 States in the Game"-”Celestial Dishes sought between the Raindrops"- 
“Flnd 'Disk’is weather kit©"—"Disks called chunks of Mirage,’-’’Report new Red 
Planes resemble’Flying Saucers ”’.-Air-liner crew reports seeing 9 flying disks 
for 12 minutes".That’s the way it went on,for days and days.

Please,dont remind me that this id a military problem.Soldie rs fight the en­
emy out in the open and away from home if possible.The Federal Agents(the unsung 
heroes)fight the enemy under cover and in their home grounds.So.Here I am.

These so-ialled saucers may be kites,but according to reports,these things 
didn’t flutter or float,they sailed and kites don’t sail>the stranges part is, 
they all sailed in the same direction,from West to East.

Rewards were offered,no collect or s.Plaanes chased them,none captured.They had 
to land,no finders.So.As long as the Military,Scientist and Civilians deny,being 
responsible for this.Were doed it lead to?An enemy.A little while back.it was 
mentioned somewhere that Russia had or has a contraption for their next war,em­
itting sound(like a silent whistle for dogs)what it’akxxto do,th their enemy,! 
don’t know.if a country was experimenting such a weapon,the brave people of the 
U.S.were not scared.They only informed the so-called enemy how successful they 
iiaix were.

It could be an optical illusion,or;supposing some unwelcomed persons.planted 
a few well chosen words,here and there and left the rest to a/1 confused mind.
These innocent people reporting the phenomena.

What confuses me is,that when we became too curious and determined to find 
out what they really are,those things disappeared and we found substitutes,called 
kites.These things resembling description as near as possible to the real thing 
Why couldn’t these things have been directed tack home again like a homing pigeon

To make sport of this thing,is ted taste.lt sort of reminds me of the boy that 
cried WOLF.When the wolf really came.Twas sad.He,was a niceboy.There s’oalr hr « 
law,against such jokes or experiments in t^ --- ^mi’e.They should be con^^duta.snould b. tried for “reason ™HfPf?9r auth0rltlas.a9s9 
less or ridicules .We can’t take J ’ ,if the so-called joke seem. 
This p00H p00K businesses no jo^ ^ances.At this age,Time is slowX^ 
rushin^^er^of^he iXiisipJi^ £°? th9SQ disks(mirages)

sun going from East to West,plus the Catskin ft9i°1Umbia and Ohio Rivers.' 
Ridge in the East and the Rocky Mountains^1*^ ?9 Eas^rly North,The Blu 
*ere,went from West to East.Hence the Diskal £ope98^K®^/^^ whatevc

This image contains all the 
information on the document. Georgi 'luskat •



7/23/47MEMORANDUM FOR D. M. IADD

RECOMMENDATION

There is attached a Bureau Bulletin to the Field for their 
assistance in handling this matter.

Attachment

- 2 -



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

rANDARD FORM NO. 64

D. M. IADDTO

E. G. Fitch/) (HFROM

SUBJECT:

DATE: 7/24/47

FLYINGDISC£.

Mr. Tolson 
MT. E. A. Ts 
Ur. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Slav In 
Ur. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols
Ur
Ur

Rosen
Tracy;
Mohr '

Reference is made to my memorandum to you in the above captioned 
matter dated July 10, 1947, indicating that Brigadier General George F. 
Schulgen of the Army Air Corps Intelligence load requested that the Bureau 
cooperate with the Army Air Corps Intelligence in connection with the above 
captioned matter. The Director noted on the referenced memorandum, "I 
would do it but before agreeing to it we must insist upon full access to 
discs recovered. For instance in the la. case the Army grabbed it and would

Mr. Carson

Mr.
Hendon
Mumford
Jones

Ur. Quinn Tamm 
Tele. Room___ 
Mr. Nease_______  
Miss Seahm______  
Miss Candy

not let us have it for cursory examination.”

This is to advise that Special Agent Reynolds has recontacted 
General Schulgen and advised him in connection with the Director’s notation. 
General Schulgen indicated to Mr. Reynolds that he desired to assure Mr. 
Hoover of complete cooperation in this matter and stated that he would issue 
instructions to the field directing that all cooperation be furnished to the 
FBI and that all discs recovered be made available for tie examination by 
the FBI Agents. General Schulgen pointed out to Mr. Reynolds that he will 
from time to time male the results of the studies of his scientists available 
to the Bureau for the assistance of the FBI Field Offices. General Schulgen 
indicated to Mr. Reynolds that there has been a decrease in the reported 
sittings of the discs wnich misfit be because of the fact that it has lost much of 
its publicity value. He indicated, however, that he believed it necessary to 
follow this matter through to determine as near as possible if discs were in 
fact seen and to determine their origin.

General Schulgen inquired of Mr. Reynolds the method by which the 
Bureau would make the information obtained from the Bureau’s inquiries, known 
to the Air Corps, in the Field as well as at the Ihr Department level. Ur. 
Reynolds pointed out to General Schulgen that the best procedure appeared to 
be through the regular established channels. It ms pointed out to General 
Schulgen that the Bureau field Offices maintain close liaison with the 
Intelligence Divisions of the various Armies as well as close liaison with the
Intelligence Division of the '^r Departmei 
would be satisfied to receive information

ral Schulgen indicated that he

General Schulgen indicated to Mr. Reynolds that he believed that there 
was a possibility that this entire matter might have been started by subversive
individuals for tie purpose of creating a mass hysteria. He suggested that the
Bureau keep this in mind in any interviews conducted regarding reported sittings.
General Schulgen stated to Ur. Reynolds that he would make available to the Bureau
all information in the possession of the Air Corps regarding the sightings vhich 
were first reported so that the Bureau could conduct some investigation regarding 
these individuals to ascertain their motives for reporting that they had observed 
flying discs, when General Schulgen makes the information available regarding 
these individuals, it will be promptly brou^t to your attention.

COPIES DESTROYED
2 70 NOV 18 1 S64_



• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memorandum

FROM

TO TOR, FBI

EL PASO

DATE: July 22, 1947

OBJECT: Krs# gwynne M^EfiCHANT 
FLYING OBJECTS IN AIR

Informant

Mrs. GWYNNE M. MERCHANT has come to the resident agency at Santa Fe,
New Mexico on several occasions to report that she has received information 
concerning flying objects passing through the air. Some of the reports that she 
has received concern light objects seen at night which have allegedly been follow- 

\ ed by explosions. She advised that one of such objects was reported by FRANK 
- BURTRAM, Forest Ranger, who works near Canjilon, New Mexico. She claims that 

others were seen near Park View and Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico.

Mrs. MERCHANT called attention to clippings from various newspapers 
concerning "disc-like" objects seen in New Mexico and other parts of the country.

Mrs. MERCHANT claims to be a student of radio waves and ray forms, and 
contends that the above mentioned objects may be missiles similar to those appear­
ing over Sweden some time ago.

Mrs. MERCHANT has discussed the above with officials of the Atomic 
' x Energy Commission, and has ■written the Secretary of War and other government 

officials concerning her theories. Mr. SIDNEY NEWBURGER, Chief of Security and
• I Intelligence for the A.E.C.,has advised that officials at Los Alamos consider Mrs.
|MERCHANT unreliable and possibly not well balanced mentally. She has mentioned to 

‘ \ 11 agents of this office that she was struck by lightning when a child.

On July 15, Mrs. MERCHANT came to the Santa Fe resident agency and 
advised that she had written to WALTER WINCHELL, promising him a story in connection 
with the "flying discs."

The foregoing information is being submitted to the Bureau, inasmuch as 
Mrs. MERCHANT has written to several government officials and Mr. 'WINCHELL.

62-0-3594c
FTM: GH





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

STANDARD

TO

FROM K.C.Ho

SUBJECT: FLYING DISCS
Miscellaneous

D.M.LADD DATE: July 7, 1947 
0 PM

SAC Weeks called from New Orleans on the matter discussed in the 
attached teletype* He wanted to know what policy the Bureau was following
in connection with reports concerning these "flying discs” which were beings®Ho 
received

Mr. Tolson_______
Mr. E. A.
Mr. Clegg________
Mr. Olavin_______
Mr. Ladd_________
Mr. NlchcTs32ZZlMr. Rosen________
Mr. Tracy________
Mr. Carson_______
Mr. Egan_________
Mr. Gurnea_______
Mr. Harbo________
Mx. Moiir_____
Mr. Pennington___
Mr. Quinn Taw 
Tele. Room
Mr. Nease

I told Mr. Weeks that, unless advised to the contrary, he should 
particular case at hand, allow G-2 to handle aid not take any jurisdiction for the 
FBI. He was itold the Bureau would be interested in being kept advised of develop-
ments, and in copies of the photographs he said G-2 would make of the object 
found, but that he should not allow himself to be jockeyed into a position where 
investigative responsibility, if any were entailed, would fall on us. Mr. Weeks said 
he would so handle unless I called him back immediately with instructions for 
specific action.





DECLASSIFIED
Authority:

NND 90986

UNIDENTWIABLE objects 
Williams Field, Chandler 
Arizona

7 July 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE:

1. On 1 July 1947, Lt William G.^cGinty, USN, 195803, P-80 
Student, Williams Field, Chandler, Arizona, was interviewed by 
this Agent, and stated in substance: That on 30 June 1947, at about 
0910, MST, he was flying at 25,000 feet over Grand Canyon, Arizona, in
a P-80 type aircraft
Wllliams Field, 
celvable speeds

Ariz
He stated that he was heading south towards 
when he saw two round objects going at incon-

straight down. He further stated that his reactions
were to turn away from the objects He further stated that one of the
unidentifiable objects followed the other seconds apart. He further 
stated that due to the speed of the objects, he could only see that 
they were circular, and that they were possible light gray in color. 
He further stated that it was his opinion that the objects were approx
imately eight feet 
objects would have 
miles south of the

in diameter* 
probably hit 
South Rim of

In conclusion, he stated that the 
the ground approximately twenty-five 
Grand Canyon, Arizona.

AGENT'S NOTES: Lt
Point Hugu

McGinty gave
Port Hueneme, Calif.

his' permanent address as; N.A.M.T.C

2. On 
Instructor,

1 July 1947, Captain Malcolm
Single Engine, Williams Field, Chandler

.rmstrong, 0-734168

^en^ and stated in substance:
1st Lt J. b_.«rmstrong, stationed at Hq, 10th AAF,

, Arizona, was 
That his brother 

Brooks AAF Texas
Had related tn him tthst he saw a formation of unexplainable objects 
in the vicinity of halte Mead, Nev. Captain Armstrong, further stated 
that his brother'stated the objects were heading south, and were at 
approximately 10,p0Q feet altitude.

AGENT’S NOTES: Ca.ptain Armstrong could not give too much information

THIS IS A TRUM COPY

Lt. 
Texas

E. B. Armstrong can be 
for further information.

Lynn C. Aldrich

on the objects that his brother had seen 
10th AAF, Brooks Field,contacted at Hq

Special Agent, CIC AAF, F^TRC fT

JOHN K. ORR, Major,)A.C



Date : August 1* 191*7

To i Director of Intelligence
War Department General Staff 
Th# Pentagon 
Washington 2$, D. C.

Attention: Colonel L. R. Forney, Chief, Security Group

From : John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject s MRS. ARTHUR D^UOI^Sfi^ANDiRSOH

There are attached hereto copies of a letter received fro# the 
above-captioned individual concerning ®flying saucers."

WVC:mjp
Er. Gurnea 
Er. Harbo ' 
Er. HendoF 
Mr. Pennini 
Mr. Quinn . 
Er. tease 
Miss lardy

Urs. Anderson's letter has been acknowledged and she has teen 
advised that copies of her letter have been furnished to you for youF’ con-

Tolson 
£. A. 71 
Clegg__ 
0levin
Ladd “ 
Nichols' 
Rosen ' 
Tracy 
Carson

sideration





FLJLD , CALIF* ACCORSE ~ ._ J" RDS THEY HAD ALSO INTERVIEWED

FOLLOWING FOUR EXPERIENCED PILOTS EHQ WERE AMONG FIRST WHO REPORTED 

SEEING DISCS - KENNETH ARNOLD, BUSINESS MAN, EOISE, IDAHO, CAPTAIN 

E. J, S^ITR AND CO-PILOT RALPH STEVENS* UNIT , .". '7;

JOHNSON, AVIATION EDITOR, IDAH STATESMAN, TO ASCERTAIN THE
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PAGE TWO

WERE KILLED. THE WRECKAGE WAS SCREENED BY AAF INTELLIGENCE FROM 

MCCHORD FIELD. THE TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE AND THROUGH THE#' THE UNITED 

PRESS PUT OUT A STORY THE PLANE WAS CARRYING PARTS OF A DISC WHICH 

HAD STRUCK A BOAT OWNED BY HAROLD DAHL AND FRED CRISMAN , TACOMA, WN. 

RICHARDS ADVISED THAT TODAYS ISSUE OF THE OREGONIAN CARRIES A UP STORY 

STATING THAT DAHL DENIES SAYING THE METAL FRAGMENTS HE FURNISHED WERE 

FROM A DISC, AND ANALYSIS OF THE FRAGMENTS SHOWS THEM TO BE FROM A 

TACOMA SLAG MILL. NO AAF INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL AVAILABLE PORTLAND. 

NO RECENT SUBSTANTIVE REPORTS OF FLYING DISCS IN THE PORTLAND AREA. 

SEATTLE VERIFY AT MCCHORD FIELD AND SAN FRANCISCO VERIFY AT AAF 

HDQRTS. SF, SUBMITTING TELETYPE SUMMARIES TO THE BUREAU. NO FURTHER 

INVESTIGATION PORTLAND.

BOBBITT

END AND ACK

WA 0157AM OK FBI WA

SE

S OK FBI SE KLS

SF OK FBI SF NCW

DW

DVIMSC
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Mr. TolM»n

AUG 4/ Mr. Traer

TELETYPE

8-50 PM HHSFBI PORTLAND 8-5-47

ECTOR AND SACS SEATTLE

ONE PM

SUMMARY CONCERNING NEWSPAPER REPORTS OFTODAY REQUESTING TELETYPE

RECENT REPORTED FLYING DISCS IN PORTLAND AREA AND A REPORTED CONFERENCE

OF ARMY OFFICIALS IN PORTLAND CONCERNING

ADVISED THAT A CAPTAIN

HEADQUARTERS

SAN FRANCISCO WERE IN PORTLAND JULY TWENTYSEVEN LAST AND INTERVIEWED

FOURTEEN

LAST SEEING A FORMATION OF TEN FLYING DISCS OVER BAKERS-

THEY HAD ALSO INTERVIEWED

FOLLOWING FOUR EXPERIENCED PILOTS WHO WERE AMONG FIRST WHO REPORTED

SEEING DISCS

WASH OUT THE D

ON FRIDAY

FEDERAL BUREAU of INViSWGATIQN

E

RICHARDS AVIATION EDITOR THE OREGONIAN

THIS IN

BROWN WERE RIDING CRASHED AT KELSO WASH AND BOTH

FIRST THE PLANE IN WHICH AAF INVESTIGATORS CAPTAIN

REPORTS SINCE THEY ARE EFINITELY NOT OF AAF ORIGIN

FLYING DISCS SM DASH X

OF WRIGHT FIELD

AND SAN FRANCISCO U R G E N

WILLIAM L DAVIDSON AND LT FRANK M BROWN OF FOURTH AAF

WHO HAD REPORTED JUNE

RE TELEPHONE CALL FROM MR

Mr. Gar»o«
Mr. Harbo

Mr. Mohr
Mr. PewninUTO

I Mr. Neaae

IDAHO CAPTAIN

FLYING DISCS LEAVERITT G

-JOHNSON AVIATION EDITOR TO A

FIELD CALIF ACCORDING TO RICHARDS

Mr. CTeW--

Mr. «a»* —
•. IaM

Mr. !«<*•••

U. S. OEMRTMfNr OF JUSTICE

CIMMUNIGATICNS SECTION

r ^~

I Mr. Quinn Tamm...

I Mina Gandy

LADD,

DICK-RANKIN, AN EXPERIENCED PILOT

KENNETH-ARNOLD, BUSINESS MAN, BOISE

J^HTH AND CO-PILOT RALPH/5TEVENS, UNITED AIRLINES, AND DAVE

IDAHO STATESMAN
RECORDED ,

RTAIN TH

OHIO BY PHONE AT ALBUQUERQUE, ^/A

GAINED THE IMPRESSION THAT THE AAF INSTITU

DAVIDSON AND LT

fetf HIM

STIGATION TO
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STANDARD FORM ND. £4

Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO D. M. HDD DATE: August 6 1947

FROM

SUBJECT:

E. G. Fitch 
Fixing saucers

Special Agent S.W. Reynolds of the Liaison Section contacted 
lieutenant Colonel C. P. Martin, Army Air Forces Intelligence, inquiring 
about an article which appeared in the lest Coast newspapers recently 
stating in substance that an airplane carrying recovered flying saucers 
crashed in route from Portland, Oregon, to Los Angeles, California.

Hr. Tolson
Mr. E. *. Ta5S
Ur. Clegg ------
Hr. SlavIH-----------
Hr. Ladd ------------
Mr. Michels'—----
Mr. Rosen -----------
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson-----------
Mr. Eja"
Mr. Gurnea “
Mr. Harbo -----------
Mr. Mohr -------------
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tame 
Tele. Roo«
MT. Haase -----------
Visa HolfflBB----------
Miss Gandy "

Colonel Martin advised Mr. Reynolds that the only 
that has been received by Headquarters of the Army Air Farces

information 
is that a 
San FranciscoCIC Agent of the 4th Air Forced Headquarters, Hamilton Field, _ ,

was killed in an airplane crash. The Headquarters of the Air Forces have been ,1
advised that he was on a top secret mission. Colonel Martin indicated that he 
was under the impression that the CIC Agent was either on route to or from an 
interview with Mr. Arnold vho is one of the individuals who first saw one of

\^

/

the flying saucers
REOORDF.dI,,^-- '*

Colonel Martin stated that the Air Fog6^^.ve no additional ijformatioi 
and will receive none until the report is receiveirrrom thajAt^Aixv ^qe^. ^y 
Colonel kartin suggested that the San Francisco Field Off lire contact Colonel ^^F /
Springer, Headquarters 4th Air Forced, Hamilton Field, San Francisco, who y 1 
undoubtedly would be able to furnish the details regarding this matter which - 
are at this time unknown by the Headquarters of the Air Forces. Colonel Martin 
pointed out to Mr. Reynolds, however, that it was his belief that no flying 
saucers have been recovered but that j^ '¥i^LJ9®^®2XJlPZ$,^^^

"Sn individual vho previousiy had rePorte4, seej^ ore ^® flying saucers?""

si r ^
*/ir ■* * • /.

^.





Rc«t j.'^roka

467 N. Washington Ave

“aukesha, Wis

Attn.

federal Bureau of Investigation

Gentlemen;

Recently I have heard and read about reports of disc-shaped aircraft

or whatever they are in our western regions. They reminded me of a nearly

forgotten incident in Germany, after the war. I report this to you because

I feel this may be of international scope

My buddy and I went on pass to see a friend of his. One evening the

three of us were driving along some back roads when I sighted a strange

looking object in the sky from eight to ten miles to our front and approx-

imatly 5,000 feet high

I immediatly stopped the jeep for a better look. The object rapidly

came toward us, descending slowly. About a mile away it stopped it’s

horizontal motion but continued a slow oscillating descent, similar to a

descending parachute. Then suddenly it dropped in a spiral motion

Immediatly I drove over to where it had dropped. It took almost five

minutes to reach the place but we saw

ing around the area it became too dark

nothing. After ten minutes of cruis 

to see so we went back to town, 
because

I am not sure my companions saw thisAit happened so quickly it could 

easily have been missed, but I described what I had seen so vividly that

they were as excited as I was. My figS^t impression was that it was a 

b ut it was traveling at right anglagspto the, wind.

cloud

The local of this incident was approxiratly 20 miles north-west 

e authenticity ofHabberbishopshiem. If necessary, I will swear to

and to the .shape of the object
Since ly Yoyrs,

roka

of

this
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To:

August 5, 1947
Director of Intelligence

War Department General Staff
The Pentagon
Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Colonel L. R. Forney, Chief, Security Group

From: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject: ROBERT J. SROKA

There are attached hereto copies of a letter received from the 
above-captioned individual concerning "flying discs.”

Mr. Sroka's letter has been acknowledged and he has been

Attac'

Gurr.ea
Er. Harbo____
Er. Hendon
Er. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Tamm"
lx. Mase '
Kiss Gandy

advised that copies of his letter have been furnished to you for your, 
consideration.

Tolson 
£. A. Tam 
ciegg____ ;
Glavln
Ladd ____
Nichols””
Rosen____
Tracy 
Carson

t^
t-t

^t
?!

;!;
:-





^AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI

CC-150

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.

Transmit the following message to:
AUGUST 7, 1947

SAC, DETROIT "URGENr"

UNSUBS, RAYMOND EW'AR^fbANE, MRS. LAUR$4wiE, INFORMANTS,''FLYING DISC, MISC

REURTEL AUGUST 5 MATERIAL SHOULD NOT BE FORWARDED TO FBI LABORATORY FOR

EXAMINATION BUT SHOULD BE TURNED OVER TO THE ARMY AIRFORCE INTELLIGENCE.

HOOVER

RGFimae

lx. Tolson____
Lx. E. A. Tarr.
lx. Clegg____ I
IX. Glavln____
IX. Ladd______
IX. Nichols
IX. Rosen_____  
lx. Tracy_____
IX. Carson____
IX. Egan______
IX. Gurnea____
IX. Harbo_____
LX. Hendon
LX. Peix.lngTcn"
LX. Quinn Taran
Lx. Lease____ 2 
Liss Gandy

TLUAMAL OHHC.au VI »MW»<jAHUo

U. S, DEPARTIHRT OF JUSTICE

wiwuwTirm action

AUG7 1947
TELETYPE

Per

COPIES DESTROYED 
27 0 NOV 18 1964
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WASHINGTON 1 FROM NEWARK 8-4-47 5-36 PM EDST

IRECTOR URGENT 1
U JLY1NG J^ REPORTED AT HACKENSACK, NJ AUGUST THREE, NIN

SEVEN , MISC. INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT CHARLES CASELLA, JR/AGE«HBI 

032 AGE TWENTY, TWO EIGHT SEVEN EUCLID AVENUE, HACKENSACK AND WILLIAM 

TRUEX, US ARMY, FT. DIX, NJ ON LATE AFTERNOON AUGUST THIRD LAST SIGHTED 

FROM GROUND OBJECT DESCRIBED AS FLYING DISC. CASELLA CLAIMED IT WAS 

TWO HUNDRED 6&O YDS, IN AIR/ REVOLVING SLOWLY, MOVING RAPIDLY, AND 

NEITHER A KITE NOR A BALEWN. CASELLA TELEPHONED INFORMATION TO HACK­

ENSACK PD. INQUIRY BE LL BE KEPT ADVISED.

MC KEE

END A

NK R 1 WA





S«ANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office M^emorandum • united states government

Director, FBI DATE: AugUSt 8, 1947

SAC, Norfolk

SUBJECT: FLYING DISCS

Re Bureau Bulletin No. 42, dated July 30, 1947, 
Series 1947, wherein information is set forth pertaining to 
flying discs.

There is enclosed with this letter a newspaper 
clipping from the ’’Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch”, dated July 9, 1947. 
The photograph appearing on this clipping is alleged to represent 
a flying disc which was observed by BILLY-TURRENTINE, a Norfolk 
school boy, who was successful in photographing the object with 
his small camera.

BILLY was interviewed on August 8, 1947 by Special 
Agent (A) THOMAS J. CONNOR, at which time BILLY informed that the 
original negative was given by him to a Mr. BROW of the Photo 
Craftsman Service, who in turn furnished the negative to the 
International News Service. BILLY advised that he has an agree­
ment with Mr. BROW whereby the latter will share equally in any 
profits derived from the use of the negative by commercial firms 
or newspapers. As of August 8, 1947 BILLY has notreceived any 
remuneration for the use of this negative.

He informed that he was sitting on the front porch 
of his apartment which is located on the third floor at 410 West 
14th Street, Norfolk, Virginia, around noontime on July 8, 1947. 
He had read numerous newspaper articles pertaining to flying discs 
and decided to sit on his front porch in the hopes of seeing one 
and attempting to photograph it. On July 8, 1947 BILLY observed 
a large, black object moving rapidly through space proceeding from 
the southwest to a northeast direction. He said the black object 
was followed by two smaller objects which also proceeded in the 
same direction. BILLY explained that the objects were moving at 
a very fast speed which appeared to him to be much faster than 
the speed of an airplane, and further, that the objects appeared 
to be extremely high. He said that they were much higher than the 
average plane travels in the City of Norfolk and appeared to be 
above the clouds, and that a white mist followed each of the three 
objects. BILLY was unable to state what the black objects repre­
sented, but admitted that they could have been large balloons. He 
indicated that he has observed small, toy balloons flying through 
the air, but that definitely these were not the toy type balloons. 
He said that when he first observed the objects they were,atr sjich , 
a great distance from him that it was not necessary that’he raise' 
his head in order to see them from his porch on the third floor 
of the apartment building. He imnediately turned around to obtain

V „ BBCORDfif)‘ / I. COPIES DESTROYED

y&llY-yWz^ NOV 18 ISM
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Letter to Director, FBI 
Re» FLYING DISCS 
August 8, 1947

his camera and estimated it took him approximately twenty to thirty 
seconds, at which time the discs were almost directly over his apart­
ment and it was necessary that he stoop and look up almost perpen­
dicular in order to obtain the photograph, which accounts for the 
porch railing being shown in the newspaper clipping. BILLY pointed 
out that the day on which he took the picture, the weather was hazy 
and somewhat cloudy and there was a slight breeze blowing from the 
southwest in the general direction of the northeast, which is the 
same direction traveled by the black image which he photographed.

Inasmuch as the Army authorities in the Tidewater Area 
of Virginia are cognizant of the above information, no further investi­
gation will be conducted by this office in this matter.

Enclosure.

TJCtlab
62-182

- 2 -



- ??oa Norfolk Ledger-Dispate
Date_________ V 7

flying Disc 'Bigger Than A utomobile' Photographed 
By Youth Who Is Amazed Because No One Else Saw It
By GEORGE HEBERT

The flying disc "was lots bigger 
than an' automobile.” and 15-year- 
old Bil Turrentine, of 410 West 
Fourteenth Street, doesn't under­
stand why almost everybody in 
Norfolk didn't see it.

In fact, when he came to the 
Ledger-Dispatch with a photograph 
he had taken of the object, he 
wanted to know why the newspa­
pers hadn’t already taken /a pic­
ture of it. “I thought your' photo­
graphers were fast,” he tpld a re-

few seconds later didn't look any­
thing like saucers."
Looked Like Football

The bov stuck to his football 
comparison, explaining that the 
object was sort^pf rounded, more 
oval than disc-like, and that though 
it wobbled in its northeastward 
flight it was traveling very rapidly, 
about 600 miles an hour.

He guessed that the altitude of 
the thing was about 5,000 feet, 
just below the clouds. In color it 
was “gray, almost black,” and 
looked like a “burned crisp,” or

■NORFOLK BOY AND PHOTO OF DISC—Bill Turrentine,'15, (right) 
tells Ledger-Dispatch reporter George Herbert (left) of-the “lucky”| 
circumstances which enabled him to take the photograph at far 
right of a flying disc. However, the boy said the object pictured here 
looked and moved more like a football, being rounded and oval, rather 
than disc-like. Bill took this picture from the porch of his home at 
410 West Fourteenth Street between 11 o'clock and noon Tuesday, 
using an old camera, with the shutter set at 1/100th of a second. He 
said the "flying football" shown here was followed by two small r 
ones, all moving at about 600 miles an hour and he guessed they we e 
about 5.000 feet high, just below the clouds. The photograph reprodi :- 
nd here is an enlargement made by Photo Craftsmen. In the foi :-

I ground of young Turrentine's picture is the porch rail of his home.

(Editor's Note; Although the 
Ledger-Dispatch has. had many re­
ports of flying dises and saucers in 

(recent days, no other person re­
ported seeing the object which Tur- 
rentinc photographed.)

However, Bill said he had done 
some fast moving himself shortly 
before soon Tuesday, when he 
stood on his front porch and saw 
the large gray object, "rocking 

land spinning like a football” and 
[coming from the southwest.
i He had just returned from Sum­
mer school classes at Maury, he 
said, and with all the talk about 
“flying saucers,” had gone out 
wlh his camera to see if he could 
|sei anything.

ri don't see why they call them 
filing saucers.” he said. "The big 
oi'i' I took a picture of and the two 
little ones that came behind it a

maybe a rock or stone. The edges 
[glittered, he said, and seemed to be 
trailing dust. Neither it nor the 
two which followed made any 
sound.

[ Bill said he wasn’t very sur- 
I prised when he saw the object, 
[but "almost killed myself” getting 
[shots of it with his camera, set at 
[1/100th of a second.
| He called his 18-year-old sister, 
[Josephine, to come and look, but 
[apparently she didn’t believe him. 
I As the "flying football” passed 
over. Bill said he took three shots 
of it. but when he hurriedly <vvel- 
oped the film, after legging it to 
Olney Road for a vial of developer, 
only one negative came out well 
enough for reproduction.

[ He showed a reporter a contact 
[print he had made himself, and 
the picture reproduced here is an

enlargement made by Photo Crafts­
men.

Photo experts of this firm are 
convinced that the bov did a fine 
job with the old camera he was 
using. Having closely examined 
the negative, they said the only 
flaw was in Lite kind of film, which 
perhaps didn't bring out enough 
detail. They pointed out, however, 
that this wasn’t really a flaw, jn 
view of the fact that Bill's photo­
graph, with the comparison af­
forded by the front porch rail and 
the trees, was certainly the best 
one t^ken since the "mysterious 
discs were first reported
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T HIND ROBIN

(For your Information) - A MEMORANDUM OF IMPORTANCE

6751

San Diogo, California. July 8, 1947 -

THIS MEMORANDUM is respectfully addressed to certain scientists of distinction, 
to important aeronautical and military authorities, to a number of public officials, 
and to a few publications*

The writer has little expectation that anything of import will be accomplished 
by this gesture. The more fact that the data heroin were obtained by so-called 
supernormal means is probably sufficient to insure its disregard by nearly all the 
persons addressed; neverth ' 'J' a public duty to Oaks it available. (The
present writer has several university degrees and was formerly a university depart­
ment head).

A very serious situation may develop at any time with regard to the "flying 
saucers." If one of these should be attacked, the attacking plane will almost cer­
tainly be destroyed. In the public mind this might create near panic and internat­
ional suspicion. The principal data concerning these craft is now at hand and must 
be offered, no matter how fantastic and unintelligible it may seem to minds not 
previously instructed in thinking of this type.

1.
2.
3.

Part of the disks carry crews, others are under remote control.
Their mission is peaceful. The visitors contemplate settling on this planet.
These visitors are huraan-liko but much larger in size.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

We

They are NOT excamate earth people, but come from their own world.
They do NOT come from any "planet" as we use the word, but from an etheric 
planet which interpenetrates with our own and is not perceptible to us.
The bodies of the visitors, and the craft also, automatically "materialize" 
on entering the vibratory rate of our dense matter. (Cp. "apports.")

The disks possess a type of radiant energy, or a ray, which will easily 
disintegrate any attacking ship. They reenter the etheric at will, and 
so simply disappear from our vision, without brace.
The region from which they come is NOT the "astral plane", but corres - 

ponds to the Lokas or Talas. Students of esoteric matters will understand 
these terms. IND'
They probably cannot be reached by radio, but pn 

a signal system can be devised for that (apparatus

give information and warning, and can do no more
reated with every kindness. Unless the disks are wi
with which our culture 
ity rests upon the few

3615 Ajpzia Place 
San Diego, California.

and science are incapable of

can be by radar,if

:. Lenthe newcomer's be 
ta, a Situation theaters 
ng. A heavy responsibil-

in authority who are able to under stand"4hfce matter

N.Meade Layne

Addendum: The Lokas are oval shape, fluted lengthwise of the

enemy appar tus, perhaps a ray ^-^aretui

oval with a heat-resisting metal or alloy not yet known to us. 
the front edge, contains the controls; the middluaitlfli^^ a/ 
Ans armament* j c.-n^istc ^-- v * i c1 > "f a powerful m*
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DECODED COPY

Mr. Tolson
Mr. E. A. Tamm,_
Mr. Clegg

Mr. Nichola
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson
Mr. Egan
Mr. Hendon J
Mr. Pennington__
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandy

WASH FROM SFRAN S2 8-9-47 2-^0 PM KC

DIRECTOR FBI AND SACS, SEATTLE AND PORTLAND URGENT

FLYING DISKS, SECURITY MATTER-X. LT. COL. DONALD C. SPRINGER OF 
G2, SAN FRANCISCO, ADVISED TODAY HE HAS NO FURTHER INFORMATION 
ANU THAT OUR SEATTLE OFFICE IS IN POSSESSION OF ALL INFORMATION
KNOWN BY HIM AND IS HANDLING THE MATTER j^T^OMA^^ASHINGTON. , 

KIMBALL '

RECEIVED , / 8-9“47 8:15^^37 MG

SACS SEATTLE AlwZ$6RTLAND ADVISED . .
If the inj^Irigeirce contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside t$e Bura^f^t is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protecttHe Bureau's coding systems. . A





STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : D. I!. Ladd1 DATE: AugUSt 1, 1947

FROM : J. P. Coyne

SUBJECT: MRS. ARTHUR DOUGLa 
INFORMANT

IERSON

There is attached hereto a 
individual postmarked July 12, 1947,

letter received from the captioned 
concerning "flying saucers.”

There is also attached a letter of acknowledgement to Mrs 
Anderson together with a letter to the War Department for approval.

It is recommended that the letter to the 'War Department-be 
forwarded to the Liaison Section for transmittal to that agency.

Atta clime nt s

TC:nijp
RECORDED

3





FBI PORTLAND

'DIRECTOR

FLYING DISCS

U

fUtML BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 

U.S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE

CnMMIMCATinHkSEW

8-11-47

R G E N T

AUG 1947

teletype

1-17 PM PST

SECURITY MATTER DASH X. ONE

PILOT AND PRESENTLY AIRPORT MANAGER, MYRTLE CREEK

RED^HATFIELD

KAM

NAVY

OREGON, REPORTS

SEEING A MYSTERIOUS OBJECT ON TWO OCASIONS THE EVENING OF AUGUST SIXTH

WHILE FLYING AT ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND FEET ABOVE MYRTLE CREEK. HATFIELD TO

BE INTERVIEWED

BOBBITT

END

5-18 PM OK FBI WASH DC GAR
5^^?^ 81947

V

>5^
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memorandum UNITED L_____ 3 GOVERNMENT

TO = DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM *7^40, MILWAUKEE 

SUBJECT: IKYING DISCS 
SABOTAGE

DATE: August 12, 1947

Reference is made to Bureau Bulletin No. 42, Series 1947, 
dated July 30, 1947, Section (B), which advises that all reports 
concerning flying discs should be investigated by field offices.

Prior to the receipt of these instructions, two instances 
were called to the attention of this office concerning flying discs. 
One report was received July 7, 1947, the details of which are set 
forth in Milwaukee letter to the Bureau dated July 8, 1947, entitled, 
"Flying Discs or Saucers, Miscellaneous, Telephone Call from Mr. 
Fletcher at the Bureau at 8:30 a.m., 7-7-47." No investigation was 
conducted concerning this report.

The second report was received by this office at 1:20 p.m. 
July 11, 1947, from Lieutenant Colonel HARRY W. SCHAEFER, who is in 
charge of the Civil Air Patrol of Wisconsin, an auxiliary of the 
Army Air Forces. On that occasion Colonel SCHAEPER, calling from 
Black River Falls, Wisconsin, telephonically advised this office that 
an object in the shape of a disc, nineteen inches in diameter had been 
found July 10, 1947, by one SIG HANSON, city electrician on the Jackson 
County fairgrounds, near Black River Falls, Wisconsin, about 3:30 p.m. 
The disc might be made of a substance such as cardboard covered by a 
silver airplane dope material. The contraption has a small wooden tail 
like a rudder in the back and inside of the disc is what appears to be 
an RCA photo-electric cell or tube. Also inside the disc is a little 
electric motor with a shaft running to the center of the disc. At one 
end of the shaft is a very small propeller. In Colonel SCHAEFER’s 
opinion that contraption might possibly have been made by some juvenile. 
Colonel SCHAEPER stated that he desired to return the contraption to 
Milwaukee and eventually turn it over to the Army Air Forces, but that 
the finder, SIG HANSON, apparently wanted to get some publicity on his 
find and wanted it returned to him.

This information was telephonically called to the attention 
of Assistant Director D. M. LADD of the Bureau on July 11, 1947.

Subsequently, SAC H. K. JOHNSON telephoned Colonel FRED SIEBERT 
in charge of Counter Intelligence, Fifth Army, Chicago AC of S G-2 
Headquarters Fifth Army, East Hyde Park Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, who 
stated he would contact Colonel SCHAEPER of Black River Falls, Wisconsin.



Director 
8-12-47

The above constitutes the only two instances in which 
this office was contacted, concerning flying discs. Unless contrary 
instructions are received, from the Bureau, this office d.oes not 
contemplate taking any further action in connection with the above 
two cases, but will fully investigate all future reports concerning 
flying discs.

JGF/dd.c
98-0



August 5, 1947

Mr. Fred R^fteibold 
2315 Himebarugh Avenue 
Omaha, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Reibold: & ^^/^(.^^ fi^A^C^1^

I wish to acknowledge rtceipV of your letter post­
marked July 10, 1947, together with its enclosure.

Inasmuch as the information which you furnished is
of interest to the War Department I have taken the liberty of 
furnishing it to that agency for their consideration. g

Sincerely yours, cr»

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

WVC:mjp;rb 
62-83894

RF/JORBID

51



DECLASSIFIED

Authority:

NND 90986

copy

UNIDENTIFIABLE OBJECTS, 
WILLIAMS FIELD, CHANDLER, 
ARIZONA. •

LU July 1947

'(EMDRANDU.I FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE:

On 8 July 1947, this Agent obtained pictures of unidentifiable 
objects, (Exhibits 1 and 2) from the managing editor of the Arisons 
Republic newspaper. The pictures were taken by Nr. William itaowi, 
4333 N. 14th St., Phoenix, Arizona, at sunset, on 7 July WJ. The 
Subject objects flew at unconceivable speeds, asking three circles in 
the vicinity of Mr. Rhoads' home. The pictures wore taken with 
a box camera, size 620. The photograph (Exhibit 1) was taken as the 
object passed in front of Mr. hoads, and Exhibit 2 as the object 
turned towards Mr. Rhoads. The height of the object was estimated at 
1000 feet.

AGENT'S NOTES: Seo Exhibits 1 and 2, photographs of unidentifiable 
objects, enlarged approximately 20 times. No further reports have been 
received by this office of objects seen by military personnel.

Lynn. C. Aldrich, Special Agent, EIC - AAF, FDTRG

I AUG 8 19*7

J SAN rRANQSr ■ i _
{ KOUlio (6 • t

JUtWLB^iAl . ;
U. S.OE >*



HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE 
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2 

' Intelligence
Hamilton Field, California

4AFDA 4 August 1947
333.5 ID

SUBJECTt Investigation of "Flying Discs"

TOi Special Agent in Charge, FBI, U. S. Dept of Justice, Suite 426
111 Sutter Street, San Francisco 4, California*

Inclosed herewith is Information copy of UOIC and newspaper 
clipping re subject.

2 Inclsi
1. MOIC Sorensen 7 Jul 47.
2. Newspaper clipping dtd 

5 Jul 47-.

WILLIAM R. GRAHAW 
Major, Air Corps 
Deputy AC of S, A-2

JltR^V -AU Ch WVESnGMKh 
U. »■ DE < SHGt

AUG 7 19*7

SUN FRANC*-' ’ r _
i__.. — ————— —
I ROUTED TO

- <>v/ini iiyisi 4 ijual





4 Au 31st 1947

SUBJECT

FBIbarge
San Francisco 4

Attached information

14 Jul 47

8 1947

Special Agent in 
111 Sutter Street

4AFDA
333.5 ID

LDtRAL 8 
U. S. OF

Dept, of Justi 
California.

is forwarded for your

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE 
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2

Intelligence
Hamilton Field, California

WILLIA ' R. GRAW!
Hajor, Air Corps 
Deputy AC of S, A-2

Investigation of "Flying Discs

ce, Suite 426

1 Incl:
‘'QIC Aldrich

Best Possible Image



* Ajln r ii^lLin i i^±j

HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE 
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2 

Intelligence 
Hamilton Field, California

4AFDA
335.5 ID

4 August 1947

SUBJECT! Investigation of "Flying Discs"

TOi Special Agent in Charge, U. S. Department of Justice, Suits 426, 
111 Sutter Street, San Franc!too, California.

Forwarded herewith is information copy of statement and newspaper

clipping re subject.

2 Insist
1. Statement of RANKIN, 

dtd 30 Jul 47.
2. Newspaper clipping, 

dtd 3 Jul 47.

WILLIAM R. GRAHAM 
Major, Air Corps 
Deputy AC of S, A-2

AUG 7 '9*7

I can FRANC^'

I^OUTtUIO

V>kJlN 1 1UD1N imn

1
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Prom the Oregon'' Journal - continued*

MORE SEEN LATER.

Several late flight# of object# over Portland were repotted Friday 
afternoon* E* A. Evan#, 5435 tW Macadam avenue, said he saw three fly 
east across the rtllllaaatte river near the Ross Island bridge about 2 p*a.

The objeot# did not appear high, he said, and were traveling so fast 
thav, appearing In the wot, they wore out of sight in the east in two to 
four seconds. lie said they resembled aetcllic disks glinting In the sunlight

Eater, ho #ald, he and neighbors saw a single disk-like object flying 
north far away and vary high. ’

. l/* 4‘!? *•’ U,rKW J* ^yw&’d, 5124 ME 21st Avenue, reported
l^5! . 6 a ^^’^ ^^ * n®w dl“* mppin around" in the air over the Sandy 
district* She said it seemed to be moving slowly.

PAPER RECOVERED.

.homa# ». Dwyer, 1232 MB 69th Avenue, said he sighted two white or 
silver objects flying southeast high over Portland a few minutes before 
5 P*m.^ He reported another, headed northeast, over his home at 5«3O p.m.

3* J. Bagns, Tigard, reported that four disks flew part Mount Jefferson 
at about 11 a.m. while he was driving near p.edriond.

>hermn Cook, 2000 : 7 ;5th avenue, recovered fror ora City golf courae 
a piece of paper he said had fallen from a ^reat height in the sky. Tims of 
its ^all coincided With some of ths reports of flying dinks. The paper, of 
low quality, measured 23j x 36 inches.

SILVERED DISKS, DROPPED 3T PLANE

<1 ^f'l 5 -W’ A «gene railroad cashier said Friday he saw 
silvered disks being dropped out of a light airplane flying over this city. 
„ £# u^*' ^ assistant cashier for the Southern Pacific
Railroad, said he was driving on a Kugeno sfeet when —

r^rAMUTi
V> \_Z 1 ' - JL J-
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FROM THE OREGON JOURNAL - 8 Ally 1947, Portland, Ore.

AIRUBES CREW CONFIRMS REPORTS OF FETING DISTS, FIVE SPOTTED.

Circumstantial reports of flying disks in the sky Friday came from 
the crew of a United Airlines plane over Boise, Idaho, and a noart guarde- 
asn near Seattle, as well aa from Portland area police and eltlsena.

3. J. Smith, captain of the airliner, told United Presa that he 
sighted fire "sorethings’ which were "thin and smooth on the bottom and 
rough appearing on top." The objects appeared against the sunset shortly 
after the plane took off at 3t04 p.m., he said.

"We saw them clearly," he reported. "We followed them in a north­
westerly direction for about 45 riles. Finally the objects disappeared, 
be were unable to tell whether they outsped us or disintegrated.

KOT AIRCRAFT.

"We can’t say whether they were saucer-like, oval or anything else," 
the captain said, "but whatever they were, they were not another aircraft, 
nor were they moku or clouds#"

In Seattle, Coast Cuarua an frank Ryman, 27, reported to United Tress 
that ho snapped a picture Iron the front porch of his home which showed a 
white saucer" flying over the north end of Lake Washington.

A<nne Hews Pictures, Jew York City, said a 7x9 Inch print of the photo­
graph showed two tiny dots, one of which was a flaw in the print.

Don etoalfe, 19, Oaks Amusement park employe, reported that he saw 
several objects "Ilka spinning disks" in the sky Friday. o said several 
picnickers, including a woman pilot noticed them.

In Vancouver, Wash., Sheriff's Deputise John Sullivan, Clarence 
McKay and Fred Krives hoard the Portland police radio broadcast and ran 
out of the sheriff's office to look at the sky. Tver Portland, three to five 
miles away, Sullivan said, they saw 20 to 30 objects "like a flight of geese? 
They hoard a low humming sound#

OTHERS DOUBTFUL.

Col. 5. R. Dodson, commander of the Oregon national guard, cade an 
Inspect ion of this area from the air after the disks ware reported here. 
He said he saw nothing "auspicious."

Only known military airplanes in the air at the time of the reports 
were 23 B-29 bombers near Astoria.

Despite all the reports, at least two persons remained unconvinced 
of the existence of the disks. Al P. Sanford, Holgate moorage, gave his 
opinion that the objects were cottonwood blossoms.

Burl Nollsch, 64, of 6604 M. barrage avenue, telephoned the Journal 
to borate the newspapers for"perpetuating a hoax." He said he saw objects In 
the eky about a minute after an airplane passed over his house. To him the 
objects looked like bits of aluminum foil, perhaps cigarette wrappers.
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•^ 30 July 191*7 Hr Kictor Rankin, C3h U. '•• Simpson itrwwt, 
Portland, Cretan was inter# owed by thia agent and stated in mitetunro as 

follows J

Mr Miao is Rioter'. Hankin. I anh? yuars old and bare Ao* unos 
I vas ninatoan years old. I flrat solos • in ax air craft in 1919. I tew flown 
owr all the western porta of tte United stab os aaqy tiros and have Bowed 
all of the western part of tte IMLto: states during the years before the 
lata war for the IB I orest Jerviro. I aa ftailiar with almost every part of 

tte western United states. During a groat part of ay life I have dons stunt 
flying for air jirews and various other types of aeronautical ealiibitxonB. yy 
brother was "Tex’* Hankin who was quite well known in both civilian and Mllitajy 
flying circles for oary years before his teeth end during the late war ran 
-housunJa of Flying Sedate throu^i plenary training schools owned and oper­
and fey liin. to date I havo acco^lishad 7000 hours in the air as idiot of 
both Civilian awl military aircraft. I * well acquainted with noct articles 
that one would seo in the air an 1 I fed that I an well qualified to say 
when I seo articles flying through the air, although I would not attempt to 
say that I as infallible and state that I could definitely identify every 
object that sight be flying through the air. Ths following is an account of 
what I Sa on 11* June 191*7 froa tlie yam of ny hone at l&x South •U" it, 
iakersfioldt Jalif omia*

At approximately 1200 no n on the 11* of June I was lying in tee 
front yard of cy boss, there was a lad Mowing the lawn at tte tine. X looked 
up into the sky and sew ten articles flying from tte South to th Mort. at what 
I wold Judge to be 6500 ft. Tte objects were Hying aS approximately wht* I 
waul’ judge to to 350 'disc per iiaUr. is I law stobod b fore, I havo dene 
quite a lot of wap work for the US Forest arvioe. I distinctly reromtar that 
at the tiro I sow tte articles I swoMoWd it to the lad who wee rowing the 
lawn at the tiro. I tol: the lad that Wie objects were in all probability 
aone sort of Amy or My test planes frora the nearby test centers on the 
deserts of Southern lalifoxnlu. firing quite a knorledgB of aircraft in 
general I attoqpted to explain to the lad tawing tte lawn that tte objects 
were probably on sene sort of training Mission for either tte Ary or avy. 
At that teas I did not give tea slightest thought to anyt lag but that the 
objects were cocos sort of tost Slip for the Gcvorax>nt ervioos. The oncosts 
resettle t the pictures thab I taro soon of tte XF^U-U the so <allod •‘Flying 
Flapj* ch afcaOc that the avy Is testing. After the objects di tap -eared I 
proooodod into tte house and tad ry noon anal. At approxtoately 11*15 I want 
bask into the yard to ait and lie in tho teste. At this tine the objects re- 
apoearod galas from Steth to South, although tills tiro thero were only seven 
of' the articles. vn»n I first saw tte cdtigLnal ton objects they wro flying 
in a "V" ferrotien with one ob** sosaLngly star ; Jing in the rear of the 
formation. When tte objects a.poruod to second tiro they were -till in tte 
"V fcraateon although there was only seven cf tte objects at this Uro. I 
xeatebwr «b this tiro that I told tbs lad, < o was etill w rUng co tte toon, 
that potably tlroo of the objects had yooeedod took to tte* teas co a diff­
erent course. I actually thought that thi was tte caeo* th* tte otter torso 
objects hdd robably gone back to -hair toso “^ “““T^. ^S “r^^i3 
fron ? Jaersfioli. a weak or so later when I read oi x WW ,pp£U olaWJ 
that to had seen articles flying through tte air over MtoVMsds Mountains da
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Mora report« of "flying flapJaaks" turned up Kadnaaday, ana from 
no loss than Dioic Landin, brother of the lata Tax Rankin, and himself an 
experienced pilot of more than 7000 hears* flying tine.

Rankin, who la recovering from an old bank injury received in an 
automobile accident, cane to Portland over the weekend to spend the summer. 
Ba saw the "silver saucers" over Bakersfield, Cal., Juno 28, while lying 
on the lawn sun bathing, he told The Oregonian.

"1 hesitated to say mush about them,* Rankin said, "until I noticed 
all the hullabaloo in the papers. X pusslad over their strange shape for 
a while and finally concluded that they were the navy’s new XPBU-1 flying 
flanjacks, which are thin and round, with twin propellers and stubby tall."

ONLY (ME XFSU-1 BUILT. .

The navy and the manufacturer have announced officially that only 
one auoh machine was built and that It never loft Connecticut.

"These planes were flying high, naybe 9000 foot, and fairly fact, 
about 800 or 400 miles an hour. I first counted ton of them in formation, 
going north. About 2*16 PJ. they returned on the reverse course, headed 
couth, but there were only seven in the formation.

"They were not weaving or bobbing in fommtlonj I couldn’t make out 
the nunbor or looatlon of their propellers and couldn’t distinguish any 
wings or tall. They appeared almost round. They looked like pictures of 
the navy’s flying flapjack," Rankin said.

Rankin, who plana to spend the summer hero at 834 I. Bo Simpson St., 
io now able to resume a little flying for fun, but not oomroially, ho 
said. He now operates a string of auto courts, spending his winters at 
Palm Springs.

TSO DESCRIPTIONS CHECK.

Rankin’s description of the mysterious aerial objects agrees with 
that of Kenneth Arnold, Boi so, Idaho, business man, who first reported them 
over the State of •-•shin-ton, except that Arnold olooked them at an estima­
ted 1200 wiles an hour.

Other reports camo Wednesday from Astoria. Jack Hayes, oatient in 
St. Mary’s hospital there, said he saw two of the discs Monday flying south­
west st s rapid speed and that they vanished behind the hills.

Mrs. Karl Soado, Fort Stevens, said she saw-a dice traveling north 
over Fort Stevens Tuesday noon, and that other oboervere saw the same object.

The army st Port Stevens and the coast guard at nearby Point Adama did 
not see the discs. '

The report of a Centrelia, Wash., man Wednesday coincided in natter of
<l*h the original report made by Arnold. Sidney 8. Gallagher of Cantra- 

lla “^ ha “» "Ine alurr.lnum-hued objects flying north at 8 P.M. Juno 24. 
Ho was working 11 miles southwest of kinoral, Hash., at the time.

COPY



Washington I realised tiat the articles that I saw were probably the san® thing, 
I *s still reluctant to mention thio to anyone thinicing that they wold prob­
ably say that I was arozy. After so® time 1 mentioned the ind. lent to the' 
editor cf the "Oregonian", a Portland, Oregon nows;iaper. At this time I was 
in Portland for tin remainder of the stmer. The results cf tie oonvorsation 
with the editor of the paper is put forth in the aaoo^ianying newspaper 
article.

I fully realise that this is a broad statement in view of the fact 
thet there h s been * aioli publicity taadsaei put forth in various news­
papers of the country. I an <f sound mint in every respect and I aa firmly 
convinced that the articles I saw are actually some sort of flying oaohines 
although I cannot say from where they cacao or to Acre thay were going, I say 
what I have said with no idea of publicity or personal gain.

s^^HaHsrraEHH”
Portland, Oregon 
30 July W
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FROM THE OREGON JOURNAL - 6 July 1947, Portland, Ora.

"PROWL CARS SPOT DISKS IN SKY HERE"

Whatever they are, there are some disk-like objects flylag around 
in the sky.

Or else eight Portland area policemen and deputy sheriffs who 
sighted the objects Friday, numerous private oitisens, the crew of a 
United 'dr Linos plane over Boise, Idaho, and a coastguardsman who claims 
to have photographed one near Seattle, are all wrong.

In Portland the alert was sounded over police radio at l»O6 p.m. 
Friday, after the Last Side station received a score of calls that the disks 
were overhead. Within seconds, two prowl cars reported spotting the mys­
tery craft.

FLASHES SEEP, NOISE LACKING.

First to report in were ’a.rtlnen '..alter Liasy and Robert Ellis in 
Car ho. 82, who stopped near oaks lark. Both World War II veterans and 
civilian pilots, they slanted shrew of the objects within 30 aooonds trav­
eling at great height and speed over the park. They reported they heard no 
engine noises but saw flashes. The objects seemed erratic and changed 
direction of flight. The patrolmen agreed that without knowledge of the 
site of the objects it would bo Impossible to Judge their speed or altitude.

Patrolman Lari Patterson in car No. 13 stopped at St 82d avenue and 
Foster road to look eastward from Micro the disks were reported. Telephone 
calls located thorn coming out of the sun. Ho saw nothing, but a few seconds 
later observed one coming out of the west and heading southwest. The craft 
seemed to be ulu^inu.® or eggshell white and didn't flash or reflect light, 
he said.

OBJECTS UNIDENTIFIED.

A former aircorps veteran, he said the object was unlike any plane 
he'd ever seen, he thought it appeared radio-controlled because the disk 
could change direction at a 90-degree angle without difficulty.

Members of the harbor patrol at the foot of NW Irving street stepped 
out when they hoard the all-car alert. Capt. K. A. Prohn, Harbor Pilot, 
A. T. Austed and Patrolman K. C. Hoff all saw the objects and said they 
appeared to be going south high over the Globo mills at terrific speed. 
Capt. Prohn said the flashes kept them from ascertaining whether there wore 
three or six.

"The disks would oscillate and sometimes we would see a full disk, 
then a half-moon shape, then nothing at all," he reported. The objects 
looked more like a shiny chromium hub cap off a oar which wobbled, disappeared 
and reappeared."

There was a plane in the sky at the tirnp.Tnmirwore empKatic that', 
the disks were not planes.

. EUtRAL BUREAU Ur INVESTlGAWl
U. S. O^ rMr%T« " SUGE |
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UNEXPLAINED FLYING DISCS 
7 July 1947

6. This agent Interviewed W. A. Lissy and D. ^ Ellie, both Patrolman, 
Portland City Police Department and both possess private pilots licensee. 
Both officers advleed that upon hearing the radio alert, they saw three flat 
round discs, having a white color to then. These discs were, according to 
these officers, flying at a terrific speed in a Southerly direction away from 
Portland, They described them as flying in a straight line formation, the 
last disc fluttering very rapidly In a side way arc. They further advised 
the discs were equally spaced and kept In formation. Both officers estimated 
the discs altitude at 40,000 feet. They saw no evidence of any motivating 
powers and vapor trails or smoke trails. Both officers stated these discs 
were traveling so fast, they wore out of sight before any detailed observa­
tion could be made, or any sound could be heard.

AGENT’S NOTE: All informants mentioned herein are known to this agent as 
very dependable and trustworthy officers, not being afflicted with halluci­
nations. The weather in the Portland area at this time was clear with little 
or no cloud formations being visable from the ground. Ground temperature at 
this time was 82 decrees Fahrenheit.

/^™TpTnT?NTT A I

Keith A. Sorenson, s/a CIC, Sixth Army



UNEXPLAINED FLYING DISCS 
7 July 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR TRE OFFICER IN CHARGE«

1. At 1305, 4 July 1947, a radio alert was issued Tia the Portland 
City Police Radio, advising all oars and listeners that some fast flying 
objoots were in the air over Portland and vicinity. Upon contacting the 
radio dispatcher, this agent was advised that Kenneth A. MoDovsll, Patrol- 
nan, Portland City Police Department, residing at 916 S. E. Hush Street, 
Portland, Oregon, on duty at Precinct T.l, Portland City PolLoe, Southeast 
Morrison at 10th Avenue, had oallod in advising the dispatcher of the flying 
objects.

2. This agent Interviewed Officer McDowell who stated at approximately 
130b, 4 July 1947, he was on duty at Precinct #1, and was in the parking lot 
baok of the Police Station, feeding the pldgeons. At tikis time the pldgeons 
beoamo very excited over something and fluttered in the air all at once. 
Officer McDowell stated in lookin'- around to see what had disturbed them, he 
saw five large diacs in the air to the Rast of Portland two dises flying South 
and three flying In an Easterly direction. Officer McDowell stated he could 
determine no color to the dises, but advised they wore dipping in an up and 
dowr oscillating motion and were traveling at a groat spaed. He was unable 
to rive an estimate of the speed or altitude of these discs as they wore out 
of sight before any detailed observation oould be made. Offloor McDowell ad­
vised ho notified tho Polioe Radio who immediately broadoast an alert. Officer 
Ho Down11 advised ho saw no indication of any motivating force or heard any 
sound coning from these discs and oould give no description other than round.

ft. This agent interviewed Sergeant Claude Cross, Oregon State Polioe 
Officer on duty at District Humber 1 Station, Milwaukie, Oregon. Cross 
stated upon hearing the radio alert he went outside and upon looking in an 
Easterly direction he saw three discs "ollowlng each other at an undetermined 
altitude and at a terrific speed, traveling in a Northwesterly direction. 
Cross advised he noticed a whitish brown glint to these objects as the sun 
reflected from them. Cross wos unable to give any other description nor oould 
he judge the objects speed or altitude. No sound was made by the objects.

4. This agent interviewed arl B. Patterson, Patrolman, Portland City 
Polioe department, and residing at 124 Southeast 15th Avenue, Portland, Oregon, 
Patterson advises ho was a former Air Corps pilot during the war. Be stated 
that the time the radio alert sounded, he was at Southeast 82nd and Foster 
Road, Portland, and upon getting out of his oar he saw one disc flying in a 
Southwesterly direction over Bortland. Patterson advised this disc was alumi­
num in color, left no vapor trail or smoke trail and was traveling at a terri­
fic speed, faster than ho has over seen any flying object before. Patterson 
further advised, although not knowing tho exact also of the object it is diffi­
cult to determine the altitude, he estimates its altitude at 30,000 feet.

■ .KAL , v.- ■ '-UA ILj I
Patterson further advised tho flylag disc was definitely sone type of air 

craft but he could not give any further description as its spqed.jyde obser^ 
ration difficult. Re heard no sound omitted by tho flynvGobjtcW.
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Keith A. Sorensen, -S/A CIC, Sixth Array
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