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On 8 September 2021 a USSOF AC-130 Gunship observed approximately 25 instances of UAPs 
while conducting a live fire exercise in the GlK of Oman. The UAPs were observed as cold 
orbs flying at lower altitudes between 250 to 1300 MPH in different formations as well as 
maneuvering aggressively. UAPs also appeared to react to the aircraft firing its main 
cannon.
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(S"NF) Source had direct access to 
the reported information via the co 

nduct of official duties.
Source was aware information woul 
d be provided to the US governmen 
t

MESSAGE: ■ INITIAL OBSERVATION. On 8 September 2021 a United States Special Operations 
Forces (USSOF) AC-130 Gunship was conducting Ive fire training the Gulf of Oman in the 
vicinity of (IVO) //MGRS: 40REN6OJI 5L4^ during period of darkness. The AC-130 first 
observed Unidentified Aerial Phenomenon (UAPs) when the aircraft dropped a 
water-activated flare to use as a mock target. The AC-130 entered an orbit around the 
flare and the Combat Systems Officer (CSO) conducted collateral scans with the aircrafts 
Electro Optical/lnfrared (EO/IR) sensor IVO the flare. When the CSO slewed the sensor in 
IR mode back to the flare they observed two approximately four-foot diameter cold orbs 
between o to 20 feet above the surface of the water stationary over the flare for 
approximately 15 seconds. After those 15 seconds passed, the CSO putted the trigger 
firing the aircraft’s 105mm cannon Immediately upon pulling the trigger, during the 
sight delay between trigger pull and the cannon's recoil, the CSO observed the pair of 
UAPs rapidly fly away from the flare and out of the sensor feed without changing 
altitude.

I SUBSEQUENT OBSERVATIONS. The AC-130 crew observed approximately 25 Instances of 
UAPs viewed m IR as cold orbs in both white-is-hot an black-is-hot mode during the 
sortie. Two UAPs were observed flying in a loose but coordinated formation increasing and 
decreasing altitude like a wave while maneuvering around, over, and under each other in a 
manner similar to how dolphins playfully swim in a pod. (SOURCE COMMENT: They (The UAPs] 
knew they were flying together). UAPs were also separately observed flying in a formation 
of three and separately observed flying erratically and maneuvering aggressively. The 
attached videos depict a smoothly slewing EO/IR sensor or a stationary EOflR sensor with 
multiple UAPs darting around the sensor feed. The AC-130’s crew attempted to save 
entirety of the EOIR footage of the UAP observations but the aircraft’s Digital Video 
Recorder (DVR) inexplicably failed and the video data became corrupted.

^ ESTIMATED SPEED. The CSO calculated the UAP s approximate speeds using the 
aircraft’s TACTOOL and clocked their maximum observed maneuvering speed at 1300 miles per 
hour (MPH) and the UAPs minimum observed maneuvering speed at 250 MPH. No means of 
propulsion were observed.

COMMENT: 1.4c ]s the tag line for AFSOC personnel conducting
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3.5c. (b)(6)

(U/ | This UR was coordinated with USDAO Muscat and SOCCENT J2X without comment
(U) Source A is available for recontact about information in this report
(U/> 
(UI 
in tl

Geographic coordinates were derived from AC-130 sensor feed GPS data.
Requests concerning foreign disclosure and release of the information contained

is report should be sent to the AFSOC FDO a( iOB
Include the justification, serial number, subject line of the report and the proposed 
request in the initial correspondence.
(UA HR Evaluations and Source Directed Requirements regarding this report are
highly encouraged to assist in assessing collection efforts and requirements. Evaluations

1.4(c)and SourceDirected Requirements can be created using
। । a^ qUest)Ons concerning this report should be
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DATE OF PUBLICATION: 2713292 APR 22.

US Air Force 
INFORMATION REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE

COUNTRY OR NONSimEMJIY^______________ ,
SUBJECT: (8WF[______________________1.4c I Multiple

Unidentified Aerial Phenomenon Observed Maneuvering Erraticaly and
In Formation Over Gulf of Oman During AC-130 Gunship Live Fire
Training on 8 September 2021 - Attachment
DATE OF INFORMATION (U) 08 SEP 2021.
CUTOFF: (U) 08 Sep 2021.
SUMMARY: (S#NF) On 8 September 2021 a USSOF AC-130 Gunship observed 
approximately 25 instances of UAPs while conducting a live fire 
exercise in the Gulf of Oman. The UAPs were observed as cold orbs 
flying at lower altitudes between 250 to 1300 MPH in different
formations as well as maneuvering aggressively. UAPs also appeared to 
react to the aircraft firing its mam cannon,____________
SOURCE NUMBER A (U//FOUO)' 1 4c I_______________ .

1.4(c), 130b
CONTEXT A: (S//NH Source had direct access to the reported 
information via the conduct of official duties. Source was aware

USCENTCOM MDR 26-0049 Io MDR 2 60061

3.5c.(bX6)

information would be provided Io the US government
WARNING: (U) THIS ISAN INFORMATION REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVALUATED ,
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INTELLIGENCE. REPORT CLASSIFIED SECRET//NOFORN. Mwa&wueu uy ivio niwwiu ^ i 
text (U) USCENTCOM Chief of Staff
<■■ INITIAL OBSERVATION. On 8 September 2021 a United States faSSlfied on 20 March 2026 
Special Operations Forces (USSOF) AC-130 Gunship was conducting live 
fire training the Gulf of Oman in the vicinity of (IVO) //MGRS 
40REN6®53i43J/ during period of darkness. The AC-130 first 
observed Unidentified Aerial Phenomenon (UAPs) when the aircraft 
dropped a water-activated flare to use as a mock target The AOI 30 
entered an orbit around the flare and the Combat Systems Officer 
(CSO) conducted collateral scans with the aircraft's Electro 
OpticaMnfrared (EO/IR) sensor IVO the flare. When the CSO slewed 
the sensor in IR mode back to the flare they observed two 
approximately four-foot diameter cold orbs between 0 to 20 feet above 
the surface of the water stationary over the flare for approximately 
15 seconds. After those 15 seconds passed, the CSO pulled the trigger 
firing the aircraft's 105mm cannon. Immediately upon pulling the 
trigger, during the slight delay between trigger pull and the 
cannon s recoi. the CSO observed the pair of UAPs rapidly fly away 
from the flare and out of the sensor feed without changing altitude.
i^^^UBSEQUENT OBSERVATIONS. The AC-130 crew observed 
approximately 25 instances of UAPs viewed in IR as cold orbs in both 
white-ie-hot an black-is-hot mode during the sortie. Two UAPs were 
observed flying in a loose but coordinated formation increasing and 
decreasing altitude like a wave whie maneuvering around, over, and 
under each other in a manner similar to how dolphins playfully swim 
in a pod. (SOURCE COMMENT: They [The UAPs] knew they were flying 
together). UAPs were also separately observed flying In a formation 
of three and separately observed flying erratically and maneuvering 
aggressively. The attached videos depict a smoothly stowing EO/IR 
sensor or a stationary EO/IR sensor with multiple UAPs darting around 
the sensor feed. The AC-130’s crew attempted to save entirety of the 
EO/IR footage of the UAP observations but the aircraft's Digital 
Video Recorder (DVR) inexplicably failed and the video data became 
corrupted.
(^^S ESTIMATED SPEED. The CSO calculated the UAP’s approximate 
speeds using the aircraft’s TACTOOL and clocked their maximum 
observed maneuvering speed at 1300 mites per hour (MPH) and the UAPs 
minimum observed maneuvering speed at 250 MPH. No means of propulsion
were observed.
COMMENTS: 1. (Field CommentHS//NF]f 
for AFSOC personnel conducting; 1,4c

14c 
]debrief ng.

]rs the tag line

2. (U/ This UR was coordinated with USDAO Muscat and SOCCENT
J2X without comment
3. (U) Source A is available for recontact about information in this
report.
4. (Ul
feed GPS data.

Geographic coordinates were derived from AC-130 sensor

$• (uz* Requests concerning foreign disclosure and release of 
the information contained in this report should be sent to the AFSOC 
FDO at]3.5c, (b)(6)Include the justification.iSsam
serial number, subject line of the report and the proposed request in 
the initial correspondence.
$' <u/' fll HR Evaluations and Source Directed Requirements 
regarding this report are highly encouraged to assist in assessing 
collection efforts and requirements. Evaluations and Source Directed
Requirements can be created using 
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Please reference UR number along with any final product or brief the eclassifed on: 20 March 2026
HR information was utikzed.
ATTACHMENTS (U)To follow -1 ATTACHMENTS.
1. Vdoo, 8 September 2021 UAPe,_. ..,, Poworpoint containg six 
embedded videos of 8 September 2021 UAPs captured via AC-130 
(SECRET//NOFORN).
TOPIC: (U) FMCC; TECH.
FUNCTIONAL CODE: (U) IFClbOB; IFC220L; IFCIbOA
REQUIREMENT: (U) NTR1200AJ002421.
MGT CODE (□) BG RK; RD; DP; DG
INSTR: (U) U.S. NO.______________ i
PREP:(U) 3 5c. (b)(6J__J
JOINT REPfU) Nona.
DATE OF ACQUISITION (U//1 _ _ _) 20220407, USA, Cannon AFB, New Mexico
POC: (U//FOUO^rea all quostionatoAFSOC A2H, Hurfrurt Field FL 

^at_S\/OIP^^^^£^orTSVOIF^^{bifiiof ®ma^ to 

WARNIN^l^HlS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED

INTELLIGENCE REPORT CLASSIFIED SECRET//NOFORN.
———-——————DISSEMINATION———-——■-—-——•
AGENCY* (U) Central Intelligence Agency (CIA); Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA): Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA); Department of 
Defense; Federal Aviation Administration (FAA); National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA); US Air Force US Army US Marine 
Corps. US Navy.
U.S. MISSION: (U) None.
MILITARY (U) Air Force CENTCOM: SOCOM; Navy: Army: Marine Corps.
STATEA.OCAL (U) None.
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