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Writer Blames Dogmatic Science 
For Death of Earhart, Noonan
Claims Lack of Accurate Knowledge Sent Fliers to Their 

Deaths in Pacific
(By The Associated Press)

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 23. — 
Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan 
were “murdered by dogmatic sci­
ence,” Tiffany Thayer charged in 
the first issue of the Fortean So­
ciety magazine today.

“Unless by some miracle they 
found land and food and fresh wa­
ter . . . they were sent to their 
death by the smug complacency of 
authority, of the schoolmen and 
the physicists and the astronomers,” 
wrote Thayer, secretary of the so­
ciety, a national group of scientific 
agnostics, including several promin­
ent writers. >

Thayer contended science is ig­
norant of the true nature and di­
mensions of the earth and therefore 
is to blame for the tragic failure of 
the Earhart-Noonan ’round-the- 
world flight.

The Fortean Society was organ­
ized in 1931 by J. David Stern, 
newspaper publisher, Thayer, Ben 
Hecht, Booth Tarkington, Burton 
Rascoe, Alexander Woollcott, writ­
ers, Aaron Sussman and others, to 
perpetuate the ideas of Charles 
Fort, a scientific iconoclast who

suggested, among other things, the 
stars might not be so far away and 
the earth might be “nearly” station­
ary if all evidence was considered.

Fort’s loudest blast at orthodox 
science was in his book “Lo!” pub­
lished a year before his death in 
1932.- - -. _. —,
( SAYS CHARTS FAULTY | 
| In his treatment of the Earhart 
Noonan flight, Thayer declared-f’thq 
latestandmosi^^^
thu "SOTfth Pacific ocean, prepared 
by tlig W"S. Navy, are a crazy- 
quilt^^egswork'.- --------  /

•"IIUTWiirlUU SuTachart of the New 
Guinea-Howland island route of 
Miss Earhart and her navigator 
shows 13 islands and reefs marked 
“position doubtful.”

“The magnetic compass is erratic 
in this district, its variation increas­
ing 2 minutes annually,” sa/d 
Thayer, a novelist and former Hol­
lywood writer, now in New York. '

“This area is a sort of fairy hall 
where anything may happen.” /

HITS AT ASTRONOMY \
I Thayer delivered a caustic answe r 
do claims astronomy makes possih e 
earth measurements of “incredible” 
iccuracy.

“All the observations all the as- 
ronomers of the world were able t) 
nake in more than 1,200 years,” h; 

: aid, “were insufficient to time ac • 
mrately the eclipse of the sui 
(June 8) which almost parallelec 
the path of Earhart’s flight.

“Totality lasted 10 seconds longe: 
than it ‘should’—and an error of 
10 seconds means an error of a good 
many miles in the width of an



My dear ^r, Chamberlain:

I am glad to learn that the in­
domitable spirit which surmounted so many ob­
stacles and pointed the way to new feminine 
achievements is to be commemorated in the Amelia 
Earhart Foundation. This foundation should, 
like her own radiant spirit and nersonality, be 
free in scope and idealistic in expression. 
Planned on such lines it can become an active 
force in moulding the destinies of those who 
come under its influence.

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Ernest B. Chamberlain, 
The Amelia Earhart Foundation, 
Suite 105 ~ 744 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, D. C.





Ill reply address not the signer of 
this letter but Bureau of Aeronautics, 
Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
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SUBJECT: News Letter of Aviation Unit of U.3.S. 'COLORADO.

Enclosure: /
(A) Copy of subject letter of 16 July/L937.

1. In accordance with the instructions of the Chief 
of Naval Operations, Enclosure (A) is forwarded, here^ith, 
for the information of The Hydrographer./

Ralph Davison, 
Comdr., U.S.nJ' 
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From:
To:

Chief of Naval Operations.
Chief of Bureau of Aeronautics.

SUBJECT: Weekly News Letter * Aircraft Search of 
Earhart Plane.

1. forwarded.

2. In order to avoid further delay the basic letter 
is forwarded direct to the Bureau of Aeronautics. It is 
requested that the original, or a copy thereof, be forwarded 
to the Hydrographic Office for information.

copy to:
<3unav (Hydro.Office)
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.attar * Aircraft Carafe of Barharl 
flam •

X* . ■ Mly the 0010$ vx we ordered to promeg
rl Harter for fuel -ma wage to toe Wwlaat Island area la 
f ■ tost tine t am temporarily a ah ore

I fleet Mr lew lag to mwlato t i vX‘<^r gag am aorta* 
> ' . ■ • »

i^mwr, the work geacmllsMt la m far e enema wm Bette* 
factory’exo pt for the carburetor* Mo mw gmlteto fir thia type of

■are t I w neeryaary to rare ^.
। i • wntually Memo BN

emery to i carbureter*

a a ®y ■ feet M rer would be fernt
~ Mu aM fry t^ .

0OW11M unit while at teat Bem It wold mew etwleabm to Map on 
beet there a United amber of spares for all ship based planes#

Harbor being ar outlying at ® ion for
and t ’ I ceeast - ■ ; -

item ©marine mt re - only in - - ' mewed
gee of t m Mt elm li : ■ -.• -z^--^

-sample, due to a Wot net rwoowry Mck it wale h ■ Ml parti* 
yrlydeairr Wre rr ... . . .... ■. y

prior to the mteMw^ ©derations attorn . - arhert mt • tt*
Meet Mr Bam c I ~ are a . tear a 1 a ill mt remit 
repair of the hMu I I m this are owstantly c .
<m te the exigencies of the Mrri^> «I to th operating perwo»ml 
it io M^hly desirable .to ba able to Wtoin a few spew# when ©per* 
gma y fi^ Mm bam# is order to wiwe toe um m Ing wire 

r naimi * .

Itoi plains returned te the Whip at Bia a •©leek Saturday 
: merely ^ Myn^elde a M* ? dock ©M
I 41 re i mi astern, it required a alee e of aniliag to 

g#t Me plane# mder tM Met* rhe whip wt ueferw at am that 
efterneen*

weather mMitieae excellent* owning wm w ^;, ; 
risibility ef thirty ^leaf thia mattered a loads at WOO, toM 
northeast to «a- B knots ♦••> ' ... .
easterly at 10so feet# sea was eels to mderate with mderato

~1-
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northeasterly awl: I wry few white taps* Mad streets WB
> 1 / ' < - J ■ t ' ' : - /

raVi squall# These- howovex re generally so widely swatters#
ML as mt & 1 iwto the conduct © it search awweiabiy# 

Visibility and state of the ma a# has beta SO1M| W9B such that 
it is believed an object on the water oven m mail aw a rubber 
boat could have bean seen a distsnae of at least five miles and

W further# ry instance She planes ware on
their return leg the was a: ;.- ^ •

lanes ar at an altitude of IM#

• • length newer get
below tMws* baring theme derations th s averaged £1.8 hours 
flying tim and severed BtwW Ues par plane#

Bee end aM *

The search with airereft get underway at 14M Wednesday, 
7 duly* the# the planes were catapults# with orders to search te the 
southward • ^ty te Binet lee te locate ent inspect

' ■■ - ■ ■ ' V I ..
the -ailing Ptreetioae, wee wlte segsiMy inelew eWf, ■ on the
ehart as being forty-five .miles further .... - . io close
to BawiaM and Wear Islands wed they** one a chance that 
hart* finding herself short of fuel, might v < wa a forced land- 

■ ■ ' . ' ■ . * '
■ nee# Several

ships haw* st various t.U.es, reported, passing owr the Latitude end 
tuda of ^inali -wf without ena< swing ■ xd

Shoals’** an# without even seeing any signs of anything but plain 
mm m# nc that la mwtly what the planes fount* both an thia 
flight and that of the following wrniog# After awsrwhlng an wMk . 
of ten Mllwa moara arovnd the charted posit Um of the *,Bwf ^ 
Sandbank*** planes hei & twelves alias into an area
cove rad by a large rain .'^ reef sight how been
trying to hide our, ;. d. nothing • . wore ocean# Incidentally 
ths three planer erossed the. Lino during hhis flight in longitude 
170* - M’ Wt

The following kerning (VtarMaH as the ship ®Waned 
south in Longitude 1Tb® - ^ the planes aearshed m area frem
oo® - $0* s to 1$ - Mf 3 and from Wp * M* W to 17^ * 10* w in 
a sawn# attempt t i sets those reefs* This area insludad by a 
adds t • their charted and/or reports tons* anarch was so 

, That \ , ~ y al 1 / ,: < . : '

-M-
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subjeett rhart
w -^ ^ W «. ^< « -^'. W «» ^ w >*• «* ** «t» ■as» «s* *« i* •» S* »* W w «i» * ** *<S ** «fe *» «*■ **

aw pat at in th® area at a aiotmeo at not sore than a Bile and a 
half# Mt in >1 ■ - ^ ^ ,-■.._ . . . of '..roondelet Heat
Iter* la no doubt in the rims ■ ant their observers
that hat a reef been there it eertMaly wait haw been sighted#

S' M plow#
dm :m-m It . out ewa 1;
Anyhow the mnior Aria ter wrote to go to BOtoM as saying that the 
Barirora Pi who saw rod reported these reefs ere prob* : ' - 
ones who ar® constantly reporting tewing a^n sea serpents!U 

!;n av^s oT^ak pilots* (w 
re He tiro of 
r ■ >

did not #ro any reefs> rooto# er Bi to that area# meh less any ' 
signa of a MrotoWU

Bering rest m Shureii * - .
aeerehing a seventy-Bile treat fWM a position in law ^ * to* 

d# 1W* * 3 1 to .oorooe el to
on 160$ Ww* Hilf ci ■ red a lar^ i we where it was throat

i ' * . ^ / ' ; -;r ^'* -. ^ uca-.o T^ ^.c-m--^
the we - ana -. . -e ext ly gawd wtolblllW

Bade it highly probable that the Biasing plana would haw toea fount

• HI only toe fe ware used Mt -m toe
d T V T, .. < , . / ' • . - : . ^.mlVT I W

wroth M*toM ar aMas ■ iatorren-
*K»ro Mlroe w visited first first &■; •-

■ ' ....-: dr rot in Sailing
Mreetime that toe island to aetual $ t ^» of that
show on the chart# > *h*m dll not require were toro a perfrootory 
hrwtoatton - irtata that the • w -^ - ■—.. v- s.
gad > e circle of the island prated tost it wee uninhabited except 

i myriads of birds* previous habitation refined rot th#
walls of several old Milling# arm arently of some sort of adobe ean* 

rv -till standing# yfKero is peatoettf fist gel no
bi gjsr than about one aquare mile# Ito lagoon, like those ef sewral 
of too mailer islands .r the /horoix Gro n# la vary ahallto rod
-b cM- ttv. bnis islato had bo wegst. wtotoBowaWy M in all 
Of these atoll for^stioris aoral eawtoe out free v & shore 11m a 
diatanw to to Itojwto^ and thro trope pre el pi tousle into water 
mar ^hroe Been* Them is no aroherr- ft nay fa&WWtte

As in tv IB of the robeaque^t aoe: .c *T.ct t:
the fhoealx Mlrod* imle at fifty feet roorot M*toan aroused 
the Mito to such an extent that further Inspection ha# to to mie 
fw ro altitude of at least 400 Mat«
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joott I ow letter * iirerafi Seat ■ art
Mam#

IMft l . I e Moses .proceed## to Gardner Inland 
(sighting t. ip w starboard enroute) and made an aerial search 

c c - . vri o < * a ^' ^ .
• ' ^ . - . '

Bara signa of reoent boMtution ware clearly vis! Me bat repeated
hireling and |MNM#1 - ; ■ It any answering WW fh

. > t^1 ^Wo .^ "^ ^ finally takes far greater that tore

■ wrly
charted ^^eks and ®% Sha lay high and aiae „/ Meat ant# 
th* wral Mash wl^ he- beak broken in two place#*

I 11 . £ I■ ! -
have lode# or taftenoff In any direction with, little if say dif* 

' । J I ■ 2 ■ ..
. .

In foot* ob any of -^ it is nM * - •■ -
a farted leading. could Mate Men egcompliehed with ne ore longe 
Wen a gaol barrier crash er a got watting*

from Gartner* the Maw# Mated oelteM* Mr Caren* 
dele# Meet, sighting its oeaaMol breaker a a good tea Mie a awy*

. | । ■ It would be plainly
; . r^ ' .. ' vC. . ■ v^ ... ■ - . . ;. Mn tv
twi ■ ty feet in depth* J ' ’ nothing here the planes returned to
the ship*

. ’ ■ ^ w re again e '
ant heated toe aewnty Mia# to the eastward, to aeareh Kull IMMlw 
la appearanoe, HUJUM^ ^oh th# neo o < Iler
perhaps* newer the Isos* #1 illar in ehape ant formation t I I amt
lagcniM ^- 1 ' " ■ ■

The one tlffwrante«#*Mll inhabited*

. .• , >-■ * proeehed . .
end HBtiWW would be $ I 1 •nr* • ere/ & 1 0ge ^Mt erected
on Mgb atilt# eat ■ da# fabricated in what appear#t to be tM

*al I ♦ Seme 1 ^r
v lai of eonatr et * * ^hen the ploMe woomt . ■
;? . .v<,5 ■ . L elr t tm • ^on^: -4t tureet out

Oft rueane to ante an^ - ( nyhow they looked as If they were
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i WW#**
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M 401#sav aapM aut ^ i?^ >WM»aa **
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MAY 11 1937

My dear Mr. Putnam:

Receipt is acknowledged of your 
letter of May 8th, in which you state that the 
plan for Miss Earhart’s flight has been changed.

The Navy Department will be very 
glad to assist as previously planned and, as 
stated in my letter of May 7th, upon receipt of 
definite information as to the date the services 
are required.

Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM D. LEAHY 
Admiral, U. S. N. 

Chief of 13aval Operations

Mr. George P. Putnam, 
2 Vest 45th Street, 

New York City.

Cqpy to:
Puaer
Bunav
Cp-13
Cp-16

Q‘l^



IN R5PLY REFER TO

REF. NO.

Department of Commerce

BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE
WASHINGTON

Captain L. R. Leahy, 
Chief Hydrographer, 
U. S. Navy, 
Washington, D. C*

Bear Sir:

I have received and forwarded to Mrs. Amelia Earhart Putnam, 
the Hydrographic Charts and the pamphlet entitled, "Climatic 
Features of the Pacific Island Region", which you so kindly sent 
her for that purpose.

I have told Mrs. Putnam that your office wishes return of the 
pamphlet when it has served her purpose and explained that it is 
not yet for general distribution. I am sure that she will comply 
carefully with your wishes. I have also told her that your office 
stands ready to be of any further assistance which may be possible 
from examination of the data which you have in the office there.

Thank you for your courteous and generous help in this matter.

Yours very truly,

Assistant to the Director.

2ff^/J



Nav-126-MCB

Incl#-1 6 November 1936

Sir*

The Chief of Naval Operations has ap­
proved the supplying of certain weather data 
for the Pacific area in the case of Mrs# Putnam*

There is inclosed, herewith, the wea­
ther summary ^Climatic Features of the Pacific 
Islands1 Region* which you requested on her be­
half*

It is requested that, when this article
has served its purpose, it be returned to the Hy­
drographic Office* The article is not for general 
distribution*

Respectfully,

L# R# Leahy,
Captain, V# S# Navy, 

Hydrographer#

Mr# N# B# Sangree,
Chief, Administrative Section, 
Bureau of Air Commerce, 
Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D#C#



(Not printed at Government expense)

IN MEMORIAM—AMELIA

SPEECH
* OF

HON. HATTIE W. CARAWAY
OF ARKANSAS

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
May 27, 1938

Mrs. CARAWAY. Mr. President, I do not desire to detain 
the Senate in the consideration of the measure now before 
us, but Monday will be Memorial Day. Within the past year 
Amelia Earhart, one of the 12 most notable women of the 
past hundred years, has passed on. She was a woman who 
symbolized to a remarkable degree the courage, the pioneer­
ing spirit and the broad achievements of American woman­
hood. She had only 39 years of life, but into those years she 
poured a spirit so untrammeled that the world of men and 
women has a truer conception of what heights a woman may 
reach when she girds herself to competition on an equal 
footing with men.

She was an ardent feminist and a humanitarian. She 
once decided to become a doctor, and to that end took a 
course in science, combining with that course a study in 
sociology. I think it quite fitting to call attention to the 
fact that this is Amelia Earhart Week, signifying the na­
tional appeal sponsored by a national committee, of which 
Mrs. Roosevelt is the honorary chairman, and in Washing­
ton by a committee headed by Mrs. James J. Davis, to estab­
lish a worthy and living memorial in honor of Amelia 
Earhart.

I cannot state better the underlying motives of this 
national appeal than in the words of Mrs. Roosevelt:

I hope we will be able to interest a great many people in order 
that something of the personality, spirit, and courage which 
Amelia Earhart represented to us shall be carried on to the younger 
generation.

AIR
NAVIGATK

Our President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, writes as follows:
I am glad to learn that the indomitable spirit which surmounted 

so many obstacles and pointed the way to new feminine achieve­
ments is to be commemorated in the Amelia Earhart Foundation. 
This foundation should, like her own radiant spirit and personality, 
be free in scope and idealistic in expression. Planned on such 
lines it can become an active force in moulding the destinies of 
those who come under its influence.

Also, if I may do so without violating the rules of this 
body, I express the hope of general participation by the 
American people in establishing so worthy and lasting a

70514—15514



memorial to one of our great characters, through national 
scholarships in science and sociology, in order that other 
young women, through succeeding generations, may be 
trained along such lines as will equip them to render dis­
tinguished service such as Amelia Earhart rendered to our 
Nation.

70514—15514
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Part I

CLIMATIC FEATURES OF THE 
PACIFIC ISLAND REGION

PREPARED BY THE
U. S. WEATHER BUREAU

[1]



BEAUFORT SCALE

Beau­
fort 
no.

0

1

2

3

4

S 5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Seaman’s descrip­
tion of wind

Calm

Mode of estimating for full- 
rigged ship

Full-rigged ship, all sails 
set, no headway.

Just sufficient to give steer­
age way.

Speed of 1 or 2 knots, “full 
and by. ”

Speed of 3 or 4 knots, “full 
and by.”

Speed of 5 or 6 knots, “full 
and by.”

All plain sail, “full and by”.

Ship “full and by” can just 
carry topgallant sails.

Ship “full and by” can just 
carry whole upper top­
sails.

Ship “full and by” can just 
carry reefed upper top­
sails and whole foresail.

Ship “full and by” can just 
carry lower topsails and 
reefed foresail.

Ship “full and by” can only 
carry main lower topsail.

Ship can only carry storm 
staysail or trysail.

No canvas can stand______

Mode of estimating for average 
sized sailing trawler

No headway_______________

Specifications for use on land

Calm; smoke rises vertically__

Direction of wind shown by 
smoke drift, but not by wind 
vanes.

Wind felt on face; leaves rustle; 
ordinary vane moved by 
wind.

Leaves and small twigs in con­
stant motion; wind extends 
light flag.

Raises dust and loose paper; 
small branches are moved.

Small trees in leaf begin to sway; 
crested wavelets form on in­
land waters.

Large branches in motion; whis­
tling heard in telegraph wires; 
umbrellas used with diffi­
culty.

Whole trees in motion; incon­
venience felt in walking 
against wind.

Breaks twigs off trees; generally 
impedes progress.

Slight structural damage occurs 
(chimney pots and slate re­
moved).

Seldom experienced inland; 
trees uprooted; considerable 
structural damage occurs.

Very rarely experienced; ac­
companied by widespread 
damage.

Miles 
per hour 
(statute)

Less 
than 1 

1-3

4-7

8-12

13-18

19-24

25-31

32-38

39-46

47-54

55-63

64-75

Above 
75

Equiva­
lent in 
knots

Less 
than 1 

1-3

4-6

7-10

11-16

17-21

22-27

28-33

34-40

41-47

48-55

56-65

Above 
65

Equiva­
lent in 
meters 

per second

Less than 
0.3 

0. 3-1. 5

1. 6-3. 3

3. 4-5. 4

5.5-8.0

8.1-10. 7

10. 8-13.8

13.9-17.1

17. 2-20. 7

20. 8-24. 4

24. 5-28. 3

28. 4-33. 5

33.6 
or above.

Equiva­
lent pres­
sure in 

millibars* 
(103 dynes 
per cm2)

Less than 
0.005 

0.005-0.03

0.03-0.1

0.1-0. 2

0. 2-0. 5

0. 5-1.0 

1-1.5

1.5-2

2-3

3-4.5

4.5-6 

6-8

Above 8

Terms used 
in U. S. 
Weather
Bureau 
forecasts

Light.

Gentle.

Moderate.

Fresh.

■Strong.

jcale.

Whole gale.

Hurricane.

Light air______ Sufficient to give good steerage 
way to fishing smacks, with 
“wind free.”

Fishing smacks with topsails 
and light canvas, “full and 
by,” make up to 2 knots.

Smacks begin to heel over 
slightly imder topsails and 
light canvas, make up to 3 
knots, “full and by.”

Good working breeze, smacks 
heel over considerably on a 
wind under all sail.

Smacks shorten sail_________

Light breeze 
(slight breeze)

Gentle breeze__

Moderate breeze­

Fresh breeze.__

Strong breeze...

Moderate gale 
(high wind).

Fresh gale_____

Smacks double-reef gaff main­
sail.

Smacks remain in harbor, and 
those at sea lie to.

Smacks take shelter if possible.

Strong gale____

Whole gale 
(heavy gale).

Storm________

Hurricane _____

* One millibar equals approximately 10 kilograms per square meter or 2 pounds per square foot.









Part II

DETAILED INFORMATION ON SEAPLANE 
ANCHORAGES AND LANDING FIELDS

[105]



Wind Rose at 6600 Feet, red in color.

Wind Rose at 3300 Feet, brown in color.
15031

Wind Rose at 1600 Feet, Violet in color.3808

Wind Rose at Surface, blue in color.

Wind Rose at 9800 Feet.~For example:
The attached wind rose, green in color, should be interpreted thus; with ref­
erence to scale of wind percentages below: In each 100 observations there 
will be found 1 from N, with an average speed of wind from that direction 
of 5 knots; 3 from NNE, average speed 6 knots; 22 from NE, 7 knots; 25 from 
ENE, 6 knots; 27 from E, 6 knots; 9 from ESE, 5 knots; 5 from SE, 5 knots; 
2 from SSE, 4 knots; 1 from S, 5 knots; 1810 observations; percentage of 
calms 5.

The following description applies to all wind roses, wherever used in this publication.
In Part I, Charts of the average winds in the upper air (Charts 29 to 32 inclusive) display roses for 
specific levels, i.e. surface, 1600 feet, 3300 feet, 6600 feet, and 9800 feet. These roses are shown in 
different colors, blue, violet, brown, red. green, respectively. The surface observations in these 
cases were taken at the same places and times as the pilot balloon observations on which upper air 
wind roses-are based.
In Part II, surface wind roses also appear, but these are based upon all available ships’ observations. 
massed by 5° squares and adjusted to represent as closely at possible the average condition for the 
area in which each set of roses appears.
The arrows fly with the wind and their length, measured on the attached scale, from the outside of 
the circle, gives the percentage of times the wind v;as observed to blow from or near the given point. 
The figures at the beginning of the arrows show the average speed in knots. In the center of the 
circles, the upper figures givethe number of observations upon which the roses were constructed 
and the lower figures give the percentage of calms and winds of less than 1 knot. Where the per­
centage of frequency of the winds was less than 2 percent no arrow is shown. In some instances 
the full length of the arrow could not be shown and the line was therefore, broken and the total 
percentage given between the broken lines.

DESCRIPTION OF WIND ROSES IN UPPER AIR AND SURFACE CHARTS



In reply address not the signer of 
this letter but Bureau of Aeronautics, 
Navy Department, Washington, D.C.

Refer to No.
NAVY DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM

15 October 1936

M.S.

DIS...

„C.C._____ I
R............-... I

Ch. CI..........J

Hydr

FOK:

SUBJECT:

Enclosure:

1.

Captain L. R. Leahy, U.S.N 
Hydrographer.

Request for certain information by Mr. G.P.Putnam 
in connection with prospective flight by Amelia 
Earhart.

(A) Copy of Mr.Putnam’s letter dated 14 October and 
my reply dated 15 October.

Enclosure (A) is forwarded herewith for your information

-<A. C. READ
Captain U.S.Navy



29JM15

COPY

Capt. A.C.Read,
Assistant Chief of Bureau of Aeronautics
Navy Department, Washing ton, D»C»

My dear Captain Read:

At Admiral Cook’s suggestion I am mentioning 
this note* As I understand it, Admiral Cook has acquainted you with 
the fact that my wife, Amelia Barhart, contemplates a world flight 
early next year. In connection therewith we are anxious to secure, 
as promptly as possible, certain basic weather data* Obviously, 
the date of the flight will depend largely on tills, and subsequently, 
plans for the flight depend upon the date.

I am advised tnat there were recently prepared 
two reports which no?/ reside in the office of the Chief Hydrographer 
of the Navy. One concerns the "Climatic Features of the Pacific 
Island Region", the other is "Detailed Information on Seaplane An­
chorages and Landing fields”.

If possible, I would like very much to consult 
the first report above mentioned* If it is not in order for me to 
get a duplicate of the report for examination in New York, I request 
that it be made available to Mr.Sangree of the Bureau of Air Commerce, 
Department of Commerce, who is assisting me in preparing certain of 
the preliminary information. Mr.Sangree is Assistant to the Director.

I am asking Mr.Sangree to phone you to ascertain 
what can be done in the premises.

Sincerely yours,

G.P.PUTNAM



299415

Hydrographic Office

15 October 19

Dear Mr.Putnam:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of
14 October and to assure you that this bureau and I 
believe the ^avy Department stands ready to assist 
you with arrangements for Mrs* Putnam’s flight in 
every way practicable*

The reports that you refer to, viz:
’’Climatic Features of the Pacific Island Region” end 
*Detailed Information on Seaplane Ancnorages and land­
ing Fields’* are under the cognizanc of the ,tydro- 
graphic Office* I have communicated *ith the Hydro- 
gr^pher, Captain L. R* Leahy, U.o.Wavy, ^na informed 
la of your request* As gome of the information re­
ferred to is confidential, I suggest that you ask Mr. 
Sangree to take up the matter directly with Captain 
Leahy, for the purpose of obtaining copies of non- 
confidontial matter an. determining what action will 
be necessary in reg .rd to other items of information 
which should not be released through the mails.

Very sincerely yours.

a. U. HOD 
Captain, USM

Seymour Hotel,
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