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■ 1# Amelia Itrhart •S’utrua and Fred J# noonm, f noticed
in a- r nd plane fLipht around the v oriel, .departed Lee, Vo* 
Guinea, - t 1000# a July (xoao^Xnus-tcn-tisiv) , or 1400, 1 July, 
□•<•1#, for How-.nd is lr nd# The • fit fbl aus girded by the U^v 
Xi. LU at ^proximately old point of the flight and by the . 
U#^#C#G#C# XiAiCA nt Hovland# The UX G'/X *'£$ on station mid- 
vuy Iras iloul nu . nd Honolulu to .vard tku next lo^ of the 
lll.jht# Except for the services of the OfUX.XO end the inX** 
md tether-reports from the Fleet Air Duse, Pearl. Harbor, the 
Navy had no connection xith the flight# .

‘ 1# At 1100, L July, Infoix.Aion vus received that
failure of the flight was IXAruut, and shortly thereafter that , 
the pine w-u believed to be do?n* . •

3» At 1400# 1 July, the Caixa nd. nt conferred ri th the 
Coainnucr, mnccraft, Utile Force (the Senior Officer Present 
Aflc t), ;nd the Caaci^dln^ Officer, Fleet Air Hase, Pearl Ikr- 
bor# it was tcrc<4’that no navel vessel stationed In Ih^ailen . 
waters waa suitable for search operations An the distant orca 
one .that u PBX seaplane could resell Hovland island mid under 
fuvoraLlc condition,a could ctriy out United operations, bas­
ing on the XiAuCA# The bepartacmt was so Informed# ’ Ewnrhllc, < 
the Department had directed the Cosuzjnd.nt of the Fourteenth



Subject! Repart of Lurhart vctroh, 1-16 July, U37*

Naval District to use all available naval facilities in the 
search. Accordingly, it via decided to dispatch * seaplane to 
Holland and at 1315, 1 July, patrol plane O-P-3, Lieutenant 
h. I. Harvey, comundiag, departed from Pearl Harbor Holland 
Island* The ITAAiCA was directed to stand by at. Harland to tend 
the plane and the OAN to proceed toward Howland* ,

. 4* . The Department promptly approved the recall ndatIon 
that the COLORADO, then in Honolulu, be diverted from her 
n.O.i’.C* Cruise to join the search, and the-COLORADO Eas at 
illb, is July, ordered to proceed, when fueled. In a conference 
with the Conaundlng Officer, Uba COLORADO, prior to his depart­
ure from Pearl Harbor, he was given all inforaution then avail­
able, -.aid it was agreed that the COLORADO should first 'search 
the southeast quadrant from H?-.-.land and the phoenix Islands*

5* The patrol plane, commended by Lieutenant Harvey 
and canned by the following personnel, proceeded toward Borland 
Chrou-jh the night of n-S July, contacting the CRAM enroute on 
schedule* ’ '

. ZUi-oak^L^^

Lieutenant K* 't • Harvey, cossaending*
. Li utenant $• K. Drane

■ Lieutenant 1* 6* Lytls .
Aviation Cadet P. oMth .

ft. C. Curry, A.C.K.M.
■ E. J. EcCoraick, C.^.K. .

■ F«U. Ullitua 3d* R.M. £-0*
' ' . C. L* English, R.U.-.L—C.

At 07.10, 3 July, Lieutenant Harvey reported!

1003 APPROXIMATE POSITION LAI 00-35 LONG 71-00 
■PERIOD LAST IWO HuUIU IN EXTREiELX BAD Wuxihh ■ 

' IW-iia ALTITUDE 1000 AND 11000 FEIT SHOW CLEET
RAIN ELECTRICAL mTOHLB PERIOD IN DaXLIGHT CON­

' . 1 DlllOub LOCK EqUALLX BAD CLOUD IOPS APPEAR TO DE
■ 16000 FEET OH DORE PERIOD AL REIUHKIKG TO PEA^

■ lUuJm NOW HAVE 000 GALLONS FUEL ON .BOARD 1710

6* Vessels were dispatched from Pearl Harbor to guard 
the return flight of plane G-P-B in case of fuel exhaustion, 
but the prudence and skill of personnel safely returned the



Subjectl Report of Earhart search, 2-13 July, 1937,

plane to Pearl Harbor at 1926, 3 July, after being in the air 
for 24 houre and 3 minuteib and flying approximately 2570 sea 
allot. Faultless two-way ooohuniontlon was maintained through­
out the flight of the planet navigation was accurate, as evi­
denced by contacts with surface vessels and landfall, all of 
which occurred precisely on schedule. Thio performance of 
duty reflects great credit on Lieutenant Harvey and the officers 
and mon of his crew,

7, The department Inquired as to the feasibility of 
seaplane search operations basing on Johnston Island, The 
Commandant considered this impracticable, due to the 2200 mile 
turn around between Howland and Johnston Islands and stated 
that if a more extensive search than possible with the COLOMBO, 
ITASCA, and SWAN wore desired, a carrier would bo the most 
practicable and efficient unit, ,

8, The LEXINGTON Group was organised on 4 July, consist­
ing of the LEXINGTON, LADSON, DRAYTON, CUSHING, and PULING (the 
last vessel was later detached from the group, duo to nachinery 
trouble}. Under command of Captain J. 8, Dowell, Commander, 
Destroyer Squadron Two, tills group was expeditiously assembled 
and departed for Hawaii, for fuel, thence to proceed to the 
search area, ,

9, The ITASCA meanwhile had resumed her search operations 
in the vicinity of Howland Island, as shown in her report and . .
trash chart. The difficulties confronting her may be inferred* 
from the following dispatches*

. ' FROM! ITASCA
' . ' TO i C0MHAW3EC

INFOl COUFRAHDIV • ’

6008 YOUR 6008 1401 WE HATE JUD NO POSITIONS 
OOBU SPEEDS COM JI OR COURSES FROM EARHARTS 
PLANK EXCEPT SO CALLED LINK OF POSITION AT 0843 

. WHICH HAD NO W?'RKXCK POINT PERIOD SHE GAVE US 
NONE OF HER BEARINGS PERIOD IL-LIEVS SHE PASSED 

■ TO NORTH AND WEST OF ISLAND ABOUT 0000 AND 
mS3KD IT IN THE GLARE OF RISING SUN THOUCK! 
WE ORE SMOKING HEAVILY AT THAT TIME PERIOD

■ JUDGE 8HK CAME DOW BETWEEN 337 AND 90 FROM 
HOWLAND AND KITHIN 100 MILES PERIOD HAVE

■ BROADCAST AD INDICATED 1408



Subject: Report of Earhart soarch, 8-13 July* 1937.

FROMI ITASCA . 
TO I COMSANFRANCISCO Dim 
INFOI COMHAWN 83CTI0N

6008 • •••.............. EARHART ONLY ACENOWLTDCKD 
RECEIVING ITASCA SIGNALS ONCE AND DID WOT 

. . • ANSWER QUESTIONS AS TO POSITION COURSE GTS ED
OR EXPECT: D TIMA ARRIVAL PERIOD GARBAKT USED 

' VOICE ENTIRELY STATIC INfLRFGR INCE HEAVY AND
ITASCA R 'CETTIOH FRA^LWARY IN EARLY HOURS 
...................*•.*.**•••••...............•..................••••IMS

The ITASCA was covering an area alone the probable earhart track 
when apparently reliable radio intercepts indicated that the 
Earhart piano was 201 Biles north of Howland* The SWAN was 
approaching that vicinity enroute to Howland and was directed 
to conduct coordinated search with the ITASCA. The steamship 
MOORSBY also joined in the fruitless search of this area.

• 10* On 6 July* the Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District,
was directed to take charge of all naval forces engaged in the 
search. The ITASCA was also directed by coast Guard Headquarter® 
to operate under the Commandant’s authority* Accordingly, the 
Commanding Officer, USS COLORADO, then approaching the area, was 
directed to take charge of all vessels in tho area and conduct 
a coordinated search until the arrival of Commander, Destroyer 
Squadron Two, when the latter would take over command.

11. The details of the search were left to the discre­
tion of the Commanding Officer, USS COLORADO. The decision to 
search the quadrant southeast from Howland and the Ihoonix Island® 
still appeared to be Bound. The search was conducted as shorn 
in the Corinna ding Officer, USS COLORADO, report, enclosure O). 
NO evidence of the flyers or tholr plane was found* However, by 
eliminating that quadrant, the LEXINGTON Group was later enabled 
to plan and execute a more practicable and more extensive search 
of the western semicircle from Howland*

18* In order to release the COLORADO at the earliest 
practicable date, it was decided that she should complete the 
search of the Phoenix Island and vicinity, them proceed to ren­
dezvous with and fuel the LEXINGTON Group destroyers* This was 
done on 12 July and the COLORADO released from further duty in 
connection with the search* The result of her operation® was 
definitely to establish that neither the plane nor it® passen­
gers were ashore in the Phoenix Group and therefore that they 
were not on any known land within 450 miles of Howland and that 
they were not afloat In the extensive areas searched by the ship 
and her three seaplanes. The duty was efficiently performed under
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conditions of con idemble hazard, due to the inadequacy of 
curreye of the waters traversed* During the period of hi* oaa* 
nand of the searching force, the Commandin': officer of the 
COLORADO, Captain W. L. Frieda11, exercised sound Judgement 
and effective direction of the unit* at hi* disposal*

13. While the LEXINGTON Group wa* fueling at Lahaina 
and pearl Harbor, the Comandant held a conference with the 
Commander, Destroyer Squadron Iwo, the Cos.sanding Officer of 
th* LEXINGTON, and senior oomanders in the District at which 
all available information and studios of the weather and probable 
location of the Earhart piano were made available to the 
LEXINGTON Oropp. The dally search plan for the LEXINGTON 
Group was submitted and accepted. The details of the studio* 
and assumptions are included in those act forth in Commander, 
LEXINGTON Group report, enclosure (K), and are omitted from 
this report for the sake of brevity. .

14. Commander, Destroyer Squadron Two, took over eon* 
mand of nil units in the search area on 11 July and put into 
effect his search plan, based on the information available up to 
that time and subject to certain limitations of fuel and 
endurance of the vessels in his command. The LEXINGTON was 
required to complete the operation and return to the West Coast 
with the fuel oa board. The ITASCA and SWAN could operate 
until 1ft July and reach Honolulu without refueling. The dee* 
trpyer* could natch the LEXINGTON*3 time limit. There was 
thus an absolute maximum of nine successive days for opera* 
tiOns in the search area. Prudence dictated a reduction of 
this tine to seven days’ operations in order to provide a 
reserve. In order to insure an efficient search despite seme 
anticipated bad weather, the comandant directed that the plan 
provide for not more than seven days of searching and Mho sub* 
scquontly directed that it to rialna to ca 10 July, if good weather 
J revelled on IS and 13 July, otherwise the search should end oa

9 July. The commander, Destroyer Squadron Two, accordingly 
laid out and executed hi* plan of search, a* shown la hl* re* 
port attached.



CubjMti Report of Sarhart Search, 2-18 July, 1937*

* • The detail* of the plea and the reason* for it* 
various provisions were sound and met with the full approval of 
the Commandant* The operation was well conceived and skillfully 
exoouted. It refloat* great credit on the Search Commander, 
Captain J. 3. Dowell, end on the commanding officers, officers,, 
and crew* of the vessels and plane squadrons under hi* command*

X • The performance of duty of the Commanding Officer 
of the Coast Guard Cutter ITASCA. Commander,W, K, Thompson, \ 
U.S.C.G., has been commended by letter to his immediate superior* 
Bia intelligent and zealous conduct of the initial phase of 
the search under most trying conditions deserves especial con* 
mendation, His reports, together with the wholehearted co­
operation of the Commander, Hawaiian Section, U. S. Coast Guard, 
were of great assistance to the subsequent conduct of operation* 
by the Navy, TH® performance of the ITASCA was excellent in 
all respects throughout the flight and the search. Careful 
study of all communications and other information pertaining to 
the flight, and the preparations therefor, indicate clearly 
that the ITASCA left nothing undone to Insure the safe coinpie- 
tlon of the Karhart flight,

Ip. The VS3 SWAN was th* smallest vessel engaged in.the 
search and the last to return to port, She was at sea for 
thirty-seven days during vhlch she a teamed approximately 7,000 

miles. Despite the onerous operating conditions involving short* 
age of provisions and supplies, she carried out all assigned 
duties in a manner reflecting groat credit on the commanding 
officer, Lieutenant H. F. KacComsey, the officer* and crew. 
During her entire cruise there occurred no machinery failure 
nor a single sick day, .

18, It is most gratifying that there occurred no 
serious injury to men or material in the very extensive end 
sone times hazardous operations of ships and planes.

It, To Sumarizo briefly:

The Initial phase of the search was based on th* 
ITASCA'S well Reasoned belief that the plane was north of .
and fairly near Howland, A reasonably complete search of this 
area was made on 2-3 July, Then, on the strength of radio 
intercepts which appeared too reliable to be ignored, the 
search shifted to the westward and then 281 miles to north­
ward of Howland, Both areas were searched without success and 

. subsequent analysis discredits th* radio intercepts on which 
this search was based.

Th* second phase of the search moved to the south­
eastern quadrant on the basis of radio intercepts and bearing* 
and other considerations which indicated the plane was on land 
and probably in the Phoenix Islands, With this assumption
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eliminated, the third phase was logically based on the assump­
tion that the piano had landed in the viator probably within 
two hundred miles of Howland and that the subsequent drift of 
wreak or boat would have moved well to the westward and north­
westward in the 11 day interval prior to arrival of the LEXING­
TON*

The LEXINGTON Group covered an area approximately 
300 miles square to the west and northwest of Howland which 
included all probable positions of plane or passengers if 
afloat* As an additional hut unlikely possibility the Gilbert 
Islands wore searched* It is regretably unreasonable to con­
clude other than that the unfortunate fliers were not above 
Water upon 'conclusion of the search*

Mlles steamed by vessels enroute to and during 
the search 48,000

Miles flown by pianos 149,000
Plano hours in air • 1,654

. ' - ' : i0»«««

Square miles searched!
By vessels 94,800
By aircraft 101x481

. ■ . TOTAL

80* Due to ths geographic location of the search area 
and the composition of the farce, certain features of the search 
were of outstanding interests

■ The extensive weather and current data should prove
a valuable contribution to our knowledge of the area*

It is believed that the plan used by the LEXINGTON 
and her squadrons is unique, and was particularly well designed 
for the management of widely separated forces and for oom- 
BunicatiOns concerning the operation*

The experience in false messages, interference, and 
confusion on critical frequencies indicates the need for some 
provision for authoritative control of such frequencies in 
emergency* Obviously, such realistic radio programs as ths 
March of Time should not be broadcast when they may affect re­
lief measures in progress*

If the Navy or tbs Coast Guard are to bo involved la 
future private transocean flights, the licensing authority 
for noh flights should be prevailed upon to require from the 
fliers a epeoifio minimum performance in giving to those con­
cerned reliable information prior to and during the progress of 
ths flight.
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21. It may be assumed that the Havy will be called upon 
to attempt rescue of crew and passengers of a transpacific 
clipper should one unfortunately be forced down nt sea. Plane 
for coordinated rescue effort in the Hawaiian Area have boon 
under consideration for the last several months. They provide 
for joint action by local agencies of the Navy, Coast Guard, 
and Pan-American Airways. The greater part of the transpacific 
air route is beyond the effective radius of local forces. 
Therefore, it would appear desirable to provide tentative plan* 
for such rescue effort by units of the Fleet ns may bo antioipat- 
od. . . ■ ■ •

22. Dispatches of particular interest ere included in 
Enclosure (A)} they were selected from a total of 38® dispatches 
concerning the search. *

23. There are appended reports of the Commanding Officer 
U.S. C.G.C. ITASCA; Commanding Officer, USS COLORADO; and Common- 
der, Destroyer Squadron Two, together with track charts of the ' 
vessels and pianos participating in the search.

. 0. G. MURFIM.

Ccraoander-in-Chief U.S. Float (2).
Comdr. Hawaiian Section* U.S. Coast Guard.
Comdr. Fleet Air Base, Pearl Harbor.

Copies tot



*F<IO«I ITASCA ■
TO I QUIK' .AUD# '. ' . '
woi. wsUk^ro

600# JUJiHAhT ‘TO?i:T>aT 0741 W0!HX CMS HAL? HOUR FV< W> HO 
LATA FALL IMITXW DOUimUL CQK7A0T 0640 REPORT?.? AP RCWUT2LY 
ch’K ifd-ll; wild rc^ itwu lib? no ddtivx; ldiix^ psaioD ■ 
0043 iWu/lTD Hit OF K4iua:t 107 DASH 337 BUT NO iar&tUUS 
fulst pauuD ju^am) /ibu^ dwatis ion m umiluw tils . 
AUDI Alio HOXlAbhim BY THAT T1MZ2 SIU. GJ; 'T.n4X DWIGH 00 <TH 
wruT kuad ^rr /mwa husumd'as cost phumus ajika, mioa am 
wUJwTJ VLLUIUT7 MIK.: uKXUKG UNLIMITED PKSlwD UUDErOTANiJ CHS 
WILL rDAT i on LIMITED time imo* . . ,

•ZluUl ITASCA ' . . . ■ ■
TO l GW1 >uUmMV ■ ■ . . ■ ' \ ■
Uii'.?} HA'AlLiC ■

600# aA^Ub? Will A). TL> ItOSUKV .AT 1100 BUim W uR *HcmY ■ 
m'u ooio am a^aiiaa "wialli xgu and will guntikui mi*

*?UOi I ITASCA ’ ■ . ■ • ,
■ TO. I ■ owulvuw; '.' ' ■ •
'ix.ui g^l'rwkiv • . .

600 0 YUUH 60 31 1401 UE HAYS HAD NO POSITION! GWA SPEEDO GCLTU 
OX GOVruSD PROM URHApT. FLANK KW.pt .JO GALDI-: LINK OF ”O2ITK# 

; AT 0843 hJlSH HAD MO IV TWINS.. porn’ F^lcD-^Ri GAVE M3 HOMS OF 
HD DWllliU P&UbD 0 Ll.VN-JHE PASMD TO MOSTH AMD R^.T OF INLAND 

' ABOUT 0003 AMD JUDD XT IM TH* CLAD OF RIDING DUH THOUGH «X DIGS 
uM.KLW n’UVlLX AT THAT TUGS miOD JUiXU SIU OMSK DONN DllTuSEif

- 337 .40 00 oai Hurono AND NXBIIN 100 MXLX3 mUOD HAVE Bi^ADGAdT 
as INDICATED 14<»# . . ' . ■

•FROM! ' OiXaWTFQH ■ ■ . ' ' ■ . ' - •
to i muv ■ •
WOI D Aliau.ur..i:| aOXFGiniTTUHl OXNiR^

FLKAT Ala IMUS U DEFACED DDPaTOH OtU FLAM! KOKLAJO) 
10UMD TO AD13T LARHaRT OSAKOa VDARWC All CUT lUcm-H HWlsHKO 
TODAY * Hi ATX ITAOGA AT H-JW/JOrO Fim^ HUHUU© GALL0K4 AV1AWH -' 
GAS^.XJia UK HuoLAMO ISLAND Till TlLWWfD GALLO: a OH SWAH MWAT 
jar.DiN ilafl hajujor and h^und uaua i'URu uvKWXun at howlabo 
WJT 3m OuimCTD ID OFUI UXA OH LiX SIDE DP 1DLADD KO AhDWXA-Jii 
PUS .axDA/T CH TEIUKh D7W31 TRIP UAH NUT DE ;7J'K WITHOUT K» 
mLlDO IH70LVUKJ PUS I ID XI. XIX PL*NK HAY DE rOHCUD TO LAMO HWlUHD 
X3UJQ UH^.a UUAn* LU WDXTIGHJ OPHiUTJCm THKRS FXUU'LK 
mxMjhxiw &ui.iLmr mrum ookutiuw rmoD humit wamier 

.^vliUOAZP'-JU rail wOJiTUa^D FAIR U..M51DI VXGXWT HOULAKD 1SLA1JD ■ 
MM HDT row DAYS PiMlSD iLT PHAGTWAliLS TO JUMP It JUS THAN OKS 
PUHN D3U1JJS DIMY am ON DE TLWD AT ifoaUHD i?mo» HAYWA* 
WiUL ADD UT1UH &W;&w Or THIS LOHO FLIGHT APPAJWT mW . 
ADV1D1 1013



8 XtHy (Oaatlutwl)

•HWl NAVY DEPT ' . ■ ,.
TO I OOM’ UUHW3I
INFO I DINGUS) CUU1RBAW0R) FAD PH) i^DT U3C0 WASHN#

0008 USX AVA1LABL NAVAL FACILITIES TO CONDUCT SUCH SEAR® FOB MISS 
EARHART XU YuUR OPINION IS PRAGT1GABLS IMO* '

•>TiOMi OPNAV . .
TO | CaUNBATFUR ~ .
INFO! CIRCUS) aHVJRBASAFCR) QOKFOURTKEN# .

' loot count; at run ins slant tw com fourteen bill cojudinats search 
opbrations nt AQco:iUJANGE with ophav oom imo moo* ■

•n;ou» gomfourtiw 
TO | NAVY HURT 
INTO I 0IKGU3) CGMAlRBAiKFGR) FAB PH) OUWT 0300 WASUN) OOMINDATTOR*

0008 WO PRACTICABLE FACILITIES AVAILABLE THIO DISTRICT FOR OSAR® 
HUNTLAND ISLAND KASINT PATROL PLANES IBS ADVISABILITY OF 3KNDXNG 
wen HAS B^H SUMITM-TU D^ARtoiT BY AGFA COLORADO AT PAiiEKT 
IN Hu^LULU UN NOTO GRULJE L SHE SAN SB MAD3 AVAILABLE FOR DISPATCH 
TO HOWLAND LiLAHD HSR PLANES LuULD St OF GREAT VALUE DfilEDlATl 
DESPATCH REPLY Hi^ VESTED 1700* , . '

• • s July, 1W

"1710111 WAVY DEPT
TO I QOlQUUaTWKN
IlOl (UNOKI) GWAISillASEFUR) CCMIHBATFOR) COLORADO) GONDT UDOU WASHM#

0003 IN REPLY YOUIi DOUBLE LOO OHO TWO USVmKBT HUNDRED COLORADO 
IS MADA AVAILABLE 0118*

•FRQUI COUFOURTfiO . •
TO I COLORADO
INFO! NAVI DEPT) (UNCUS) QOUAlRHASEFOR) 00H1NBATFQR) GOUDT 0500 

WASJIN) FAM Pile

0003 COLORADO GET UNDERWAY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH FLANKS TO 
INDUCT SEARCH FOR EARHART 8113"

•IWXl GWSPATLOW ' ' • ' ' . ' .
TO I. GMUR FAR PH , •
INFOI SWAN) XTA80A# ,

8003 AP TtOXHAATK POSITION UT 063 8 LOOT TOO PERIOD LAST TWO HOURS 
IN SATRmLY BAD irWWift BETiXIN ALTIWD3 LOCO AND ItDCO m® SNOW 
3LKCT RAIN HL^TIUCAL aTQHfcS PM0D IN DAYLIGHT CONDITIONS LOOK 
E^aVXY BAD CLOUD TOPS APPEAR TO BE 1(^00 rr;T OR UORt PERIOD AN 
JUTURNim TO P8AHUUNKR NOW HAVE 800 CALLOW /UAL UN BOARD 0710"



. * My (eoaUmMA)

"FROMl OPHAV ,
TO I OOM 14
INTO I CO.'15A7FOK| OQKAlRBATFORi GINCUS| 001 AIRfiASEFORl FAB PHI 

COLORADO*

1003 REPORT PRACTICABILITY OF CONDUCTING SEARCH WITH PATHOL PLANES 
FROM JOHNSON ISLAND SSRVIG1N0 FL AN AS THERB WITH GASOLINE CARRIED ' 
BY DESTROYERS AND AIRCRAFT TENDERS 1013"

•FROMl GOU FOURTEEN
TO I QPNAV ■
INFOS CQMDATFQR| CQMAIRBATFOR| 0ZN0U3I OOMAIRBASEFORl FAB PHl 

COLORADO#

1003 YOUR 1003 1011 OPERATIONS OF PLANKS FROM JOHNSTON ISLAND HOT 
CONSIDERED PRACTICABLE ABOUT 3000 MILES FOR ROUND TRIP TO CENTER 
SEARCH AREA WOULD LEAVE GOMPARATlVaY SHORT PERIOD F R SEARCH 
PLANES FROM COLORADO SHOULD BE ALLS TO ACCOMPLISH AS MUCH PLANES 

■ Ui JOHNSTON LAOOUB SERVICED FROM TENDERS OUTSIDE THIS MOST
DIFFICULT UNDER FREQUENT SEA CONDITIONS PERIOD IF MORE EXTENSIVE 
SEARCH OPERATIONS ARE CONTEMPLATED HESPATOH OK AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
MUST PRACTICABLE EFFICIENT METHOD PERIOD A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PATROL PLANE ENROUTE TO HOLLAND ISLAND JUST RECEIVED AS FOLLOWS 
QUOTE £003 AF ROXIMATE POSITION LAT 0033 LONG 7200 PERIOD LAST 
TWO HOURS IN KXTKDM.LY (100) BAD WEATHER BSTS®EM ALTITUEE 8000 
AND 18000 FEET SNOW SLEET RAIN ELECTRICAL STORMS PERIOD IN DAYLIGHT 
CONDITIONS LOCK EQUALLY DAD CLOUD TOPS APPEAR TO DE 18000 FEET OR 
MORE PERIOD AM RETURNING TO PHAIiLHARBCR NOW HAVE 000 GALLONS FUEL 
ON BOARD 0710 UNQUOTE 0050"

4 JUly* 1937

"FRGMl COUAIRDAWCR —
TO I LEXINGTON
INFOl COHLiATFURl GINCUS) 0PNAV| OOMD-SRON 1| COMFOURTEEN*

0004 LEXINGTON DESIGNATED UNIT OF LEXINGTON GROUP WITH UM30N 
GUSHL O PERKINS DRAYTON UNDER COLDRSHOW TWO TO SEARCH FOR EARHART 
PLANE WHEN READY TO PROCEED REPORT COKDFSRGH TWO FOR DUTY 1803*

*FRQM| OPNAV • . - ?
TO t CIRCUS
INFOl COMDESCOFORl COM) TFORi COMAIH»ATFOR| QQMAIRBASEFOR| dNCAF|

GOUIJBATFOH| FABPH| CGLWiADOjLNX^xUTUNl ITA30A1 COHFRANDXT| 
COUDT Ua«G| GO&IAWDEGl COMFOURTESM#

0004 WHEN LEXINGTON GROUP 13 IN ALL RESPECTS READY PROCEED TO AS 1ST 
Hi SEARCH FOR EARHART PLANE GOQPERATW WITH GOMFOURTEEN COLORADO AND 
ITASCA 18QQ"



4 Jtily (continued)

•FItOU« . ITAGCA ■
to । ooudt mon wasun

0004 Town 0004 1909 for dietary morcanthau have nxAnci-nD arsa 
NuRTm/i to noHTiiMT o? Hu ..land radius iso mil a with kwvhvs 
REaULTa THOUGH VISIBILITY WRATH R AMD SEA GUUblTlQNG SXGSLUiNT

PERIOD LIS? IA ARD VI01LW LU KOUTS POSTED ANO CONTINUAL USE
BOTH HIGH POEM!) DEAaGIILIGHTJ EUR 10 DAROElJj DKUUD AM REASONABLY 
CERTAIN PART* lil HUT A* WAT UI Alt A INDICATED PE IOD CiH KNOW 
ruswawlah search this corning at laweak iso Shuman to 
HOLLAND ISLAND RETAIN LATITUDE ZERO T<>0 L^Q NORTH AND OTIS THR13 
LM NORTH PSJlUD JUW^T* ORXOU? THU SEARCH OU TO WX/TWARD 
ANO LEKWARD 01* PLANE PuSlTlUH IF PLANE I) .'mN VEST OF ISLAND PaHIOD 
pa . ;orr current hitting slut one half knot.) wind estimate ■ dm 
KNOT KX T PERIOD WSAKm OVERCAST VISIBILITY lUGKLLSIT OKA VaRX 
MODERATE AND fAVOWLH PERIOD KILL IUVA S07KHKD INDICATED AKU 
TO KURLAND OX TUESDAY EVSHUW 6 JULY F.rdLUD Ku WATS SEARCHING 
THREE THOUSAND. 3qUA-<1 HlUi DAYL1GH. VISIBILITY AND ONA THOUSAND 
FIVE HUNWUD SQUARE MILLS DURING NIGHT 1410”

•mu co&wukg a Juit* 1937
TO I ITASCA

8000 FQLLONING COPI ED NAVY RADIO VAHITS 1130 TO 1330 OCT QUOTS 
SOI NORTH HOLLAND &UL KHAQQ BEYOND WORTH HUNT HOLD WITH US MUCH 
LUNGER ABOVE ©ATER ^WT OFF UNQUOTE KKYiiD TRANSMISSION WIUMLLY 
POUR JuaXlLO BEHIND CARRIER GRASA^iTARX PHRASES BUT COPIED NX 
THRKB OPERATORS 00411*

•PRUMI ITASCA ’
TO I CUUIR FAD HI
moi CCMINW7DRI COM FOURTEEN

60 aa rxhtukk co.m air on ait fab pwasuxDon nos oom suggest 
Xuu SWEEP KUS. ON LATITUDE FIVE DjaGRKKS THIRTY MINUTES NORM 1036*

•mcyt couAiR fad pn
TO I DUAN
INFO I CuMIHDLTFQRj ITA3CA| C0I SF0URT2S1

UOS CONCUQT COORDINATED diRSH AS XNDIOAXXD WITH ITASCA 04M*

S JMl/t 195*

emOM# CQL^UrJRANDlV
to i comABai?at rr/BOAt com i4t Colorado* ooudkmohsi

. OOMDT U3UG WASHW| OOM 11

0000 rO j QNTX) FROM FSTNAM QUOTE PLKA11 NOTE ALL RADIO DARINGS
thus f r awAirriD on w<hart plank af roxinatalx intoreot in

PHEONIX 1JLADD REG ION SOUTHEAST UI HOLLAND ISLAND PERIOD

.o .*4*. .U,aMMh^v • M»». >-^WB-i>«L«.A'./iKK<V-«*-*,i. . J' .^



4 I«lyt 1057 HwnUHMd)

PURITO LINK uF POSITION GIVEN DY HOONAH IX W3SD UH HOWLAND 
MUCH APPAi^PiLY RJU01UDLS AliSWTION ALSO PAiM^J THOUGH ISLANDS 
PSiUOD RELIEVE JUVIUA^R AI TEA UJTAWXHO DUCK LINE NATURALLY WOULD 
FOLLOW IT TO HEARST INDICATED LAN Pi.RlUD ADDITIONALLY IF trMJAOI 
STATING POSITION £01 MIL iS NUM5! OF JUTLAND ACTUAL Y LAS QUOIN 
SOUTH UNQUOTE INSTEAD OF II OATH ALL Hi DIO ATS J SAMS RJiGlGN PERIOD 
WXATHSN AXIAL YUS INDICATES LIVELIHOOD HEADWINDS ALOFT MUCH SWuNOER 
TAAN No KAN MOONED WITH PROBABILITY NIVKH GOT 100 NILES THOM 
Holland aj they thought pkhiod Lockheed miw:w static positively 
flam; COUlD Not OPERATE ITS RADIO UNLESS ON SHORS AND NO ISLANDS 
ap/a^tly exist norm or Holland thshe/orb uoxhuto hut zhunes 
FROM COLORADO 1NWWATJ PHliQHU AMA AS PRACTICABLE UNQUOTE 0110*

•FRQMl' COLORADO ‘ '
TO I OPNAV .

1006 0000 POSITION LAY 0730 NORTH LONG 17005 WEST EXPECT B EG DI 
uiARQ"Ui£ UTa PLANES TOMORROW W2DK1UDAX SOUTHEAST OF HOLLAND 
ISLAND 0015" • .

"FROMI CUIGUJ
TO t GULXLLDfiGOhiDIQJR^ OOM 14
INFO I OOIBATSHXP3| 0UI3UBi<0n|G0i^ATFClRja0mGCF0R|Q0mimW^

G^sh\s&’an|G^u£aLL3imtf|Gcmi4unoR|Qo^s^ phiqpsay*
0106 GOH FOURTEEN HAS LAKH I €3IGNaT D TAKE CHARGE 07 SEARCH FOR 
EARHART PLANT PERIOD ALL UNIT OF FLEET RASED PKARLHARBQR PLUS ,
LU1HGT0N CROUP ARD COLORADO ANS UNDO GOTLAND OF OOM BOUNTHEN FOR 
SEARCH OPERATIONS 1££5" '

•F80WI COKFliANDIV
TO | QOIfiA 3DG
1NF0I li^GAl OOM FOURTEEN .

WOO UN ACCOUNT ^ PRLPWDKtOSB OF IKAVAL WAFT TO Bl ENGAGED IN 
WLHm.UK/OlUH AIIB HEGEUin FOB COOBDUUTIO^ HEADQUARTERS HAS 
AUTHORIZED THAT 1TA3UA R^VlT TO GCWANIVJIT FOURTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
FuR DUTY PERIOU > IREGT 1W0A ACCORDINGLY 1445* .

•raoil OOI FOURTEEN
TO I COLORADO
W0| U ^E iHQHBt WANS FAR I OOMKAWKGl ITaSCAS BAVSTA TUTUXLAt 

OOMUCUWORl TO DE ACKHULLEDGED DY SWAN| GQLCRADO| ITASCA#

0004 TAKS QlUim 07 HAVU and coot ouabd units in search area and 
DIRECT AND OOv RUINATE EARHART SMOH UNTIL ARRIVAL CUMDS HON TWO 
WITH LuUHCTOK GROUP MHO WILL WIN BE DIRECT ;D TO TAKE OHADGS STOP 
KEEP C0UF0URT5®r ADVISED OF PROGRESS STOP WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED AWT 
PE TINKHT INF OHMAWN RBGBIVBD BY 0QUmBTlU3l NAVD13T PEAnUURDOM 1505*



4 ftl/9 1937 («ailtaM4)

•FROM IfASOA
TO | (Mi 14
infoj uxo'uuwi aoi!M jRoh»| ooisukieci qomfiundiv#

6004 REPORT /OH DUTT aS PER INSTRUCTIONS CM3T GUARD IMS*

*FROM| COL'D~'RCW1 . ' . ■
I OOM 14

XNFOt aotnx JOOfORt 0441ATraR| GONSO JF0R1 OOHA1RDATFUR| gu.cusi 
onuvi oulqiudo# .

0004 0UWU3 0106 1X26 LIUINGTON GROUP REPORT FOR DUTT NOON Z6N1
FLU.J HUW PGS IT ION TODAY TUESDAY TWENTY BIGHT FORTY NORTH ONE 
hundred raim s^ven uum~; seven minutes west comms two rm

. ZEaO SFOD TiJKUTr HC18B 100* .

•mOMt COLORADO . • .
TO I OQKPJlZltoN ■ ■ .
UVOl . 3^U(| ITASCAI 00MUM0N1 . '

1034 circus oica im report run doty period plan to fuse itasoa 
SEVi^ JULY T^N DY PLANE INSPECT WINSLOW REEF TH3H EACH ISLAND 
FlKzJIlX ISLANDS INCLUDING OAR HilEUiT RiUF 1649*

•FROM! OHAN ■
TO I OaJSFOURTJEN

1006 TOUR 0006 1606 1600* .

•/BONI . COLORADO .
I SWAN . . ■

INFOS OaSOURTdEK

1006 m>aw towards position lit zero lottojtudb an sstsr riw 
WEST 8POD KIGHT KB0T8 1806®

7 m/t IMIf

•BiOMi COLORADO \
TO I ITASCA
L'ifOl OWAK| COW)TUnON»| COM 14

1007 yunina datlicht hours conduct search at Fimsw knots to na 
eastward aho scurmwiD or origin lat wsro tt knty south long okx 
HUNDRED SEVENTY EIGHT NEST PERIOD IO3TKWI BOUNDARY LINH BEARING 
OJn FIVE SEVEN DUMKES TRUE PROM ORIGIN EASTERN BOUNDARY 0X3

■ HUNDRED AUD TWENTY MILES TO THE ^A^nARD OF WESTERN BOUNDARY PERIOD 
ALLGIV FOR GURRiEm KXPEiilKNGED BY YUU HEGENI&Y WHICH WILL DEVELOPS 
a sHmiRo EECTun iocs*



r M,| 1037 le»ntlm*6)

"*Wi gohfuuhmn
IX) I COLORADO
wot EARHART a argh group

0007 forward duitiahy gsargu u^utiuho at 0730 and 1930 zoni 10
POINT’3 1X4 BAILY ESPECIALLY DEiLIE ARSA UOVGKID AND UNITS WLOYXD 
AND PROJECTED OPERATION# SU0G8SDUK) TWELVE HuURU PERIOD ANY INFOa* 
MATlGN OP SPECIAL 1NWL >7 ON WwHTANOM TO 83 FOMWABDED AT ONOB 
1440*

•FROMI NAVY DKPT
to i cQwramww
INFORt GO^AlVWj GJNGU3| GuMTW£LVE| GOLORADQ| GGtfT81»TBlD<| 

couuiianoKi#

0007 SU31UT DAILY REPORT HiuOREU * EaRHaRT 3MGH IN VIEW COLORADO 
UGHSDULL D£Jj>U HELE A K THAT ViWUKL AU SOON A3 PRACTICABLE REClAH 
LSND^WJN DMIRLD 1011*

•FROU GOKAiURTSSi
TO 1 OPHAV
W0| EARHART a^ARGH OROUP| ClIIGUa

0007 OPHAV 0007 1018 ITAHGA ON 8 AID S JULY GSARGHKD AREA DET-Tm 
RADII 320 AND 043 HUMS WOLAND To DISTANCE 180 M1LX3 ARD RWiQHADLY 
CERTAIN S^nGH LX LmGJKHT ON 4 JULY S3A/*: Gil l£D AREA FOUNT! JI MILS 
FRONT LAT 08 jj NORTH LOLO 177 LETT TO LAT 0130 NORTH LONG 100 KiL5T 
ALL RECTANGLE BOUNDED NY LA W 0 030 NORIN AND 0130 NORTH AND 100 AND 
170 WL*T PERIOD ON 3 JULY fOURTEMI MILE IRONY * HOU LAT 0300 NORTH ■ 
LORO 173 30 WiSsT 10 LAT 0 3 30 NORTH LORO 170 WENT THUGS TO POINT 
201 &.LU1 NORTH OF BELAND PKtaUD SEARGXO THAT VICINITY DURING 
NIgHT PERIOD UN 6 JULY USaRGH L FROM LAT 03 30 NORTH LONG 176 WX3T 
TO LAT 02 00 MOUTH LONG 174 LEST PERIOD GWi SEARCHED ANKA HOUNDED 
LAT 03 20 HU TH DA Ji I 03 SO NORTH LUNG 178 WiWT DASH 176 RUT PERIOD 
GCLUHALO FUSING ITASCA TuDaY FOLLOWS WHCH 1TAGGA ARD COLORADO 
WILL SEARCH SOUTH AND SUUTiLLUiT CT HOWLAND 1UUPSGT1VHLY PERIOD 
□WAN SEARCHM EUR0UT3 JOIN GOUiKADG 1013”

•FROM ■ GOMFOURTKKN a .
TO I OPNAY

GOOD Am awuil HiiVUiTH COLORADO SEARCHED WITH PLANES ON COURTS ONE 
WILK MVS TOWARDS L3&F AMD 8AO DWG NORTH GF WINGLOW REST KILL 
CDNWnJB JSARGH TODAY IN VICIUITY THIS RW AND IDLANDS IN PHUSNa 
GROUP mlQD ITAUSA PRQGaDLD TO POU T LAT WIO TumXDCUlH LONG 
ONE HUNDHLD uliVKNTY KIGHT UFUT D&WMATKD POINT DAMN AND TODAY 
LILL S&Ut«t AIWA TO SOUTH AUD OUT THIO POINT PLRImD SWAN 0CNT1NV* 
INO GiWUH TOWARD FOrT LAT EERO LUNG ONE SEVEN FIVE Ti»T DiWlG* 
MATED POINT AXTXRM PERIOD NOTHING DEVNLOPRD*



• • any, issr

•mum oo^owitsien ,
TO I CHUY

0000 XT A3 GA COi^DiUJR MARCH 1'0 SOUTHWARD AND KASTWARD FROM POINT 
BAKER SWAN AHHim point AH IPX AND GOKTDiUKD TOWARD UT TWO SOUTH 
QN.S DF.V'.Ot TWO WSiT DE.UGIUT.jJ) FOXuT OAST COLORADO PLAN XI SJX.GNGD 
VICINITY UNUUR HE’D? WHIG?! WAD HOT 3.TEH AND THS< TO DOUTWARD Off 
camus o:rs six tko uh sawpit him front for distance rim lULxa 
F2»aOD TODAY SWAN SUL GQNTDIUX TWA D PO1 T GAST BEARGHDiCS VlGW* 
ITT CANTON ISLAND anwUTE AND WILL DE FUELED ST CXVRADQ SATURDAY

PERIOD XTAJCA OaiWTOXlU MARCH IN OAK’; AIWA AS YESTWiDAX OGLOUDO 
PLANTS Gul‘WUIPG KXAMLUTXUN HWam GROUP 0931*

•PROM I HUVEhtiNT R/CPOiW HONOLULU
TO I ALL US NJOJ 0/ 4AR | US MAY RD0 STA,

1700 94 SARL DEPARTtLUi * ’CM LAHALURUAIXI Q^MSRCff TWO XX 
LAXI-GM GUaLLSDIV IH/U.a IN DRAYTON LaMCON CUSH 1W FUR AKAHOS 
AMU RAMAPO WHIPPOORWILL WITH LIGHTER 479 FOR PLAHDURDOA 1430*

•FR Hl MOVAU NT REPORT OFFICE RON LULU
TO I ALL US ILK OF 8AH| US IUVR U4U3TA# "

1709 84 P AIU. AILOVaL AT TUTUILA ONTARIO 90301

10 July, 1937

•ntOMl SDR 8
TO t GULUUD0 ’ •
INFO I GDD0| GUMI.'.OJ UMQH| mYTON|LXATDWTOX| OOM 14

0010 GO^'UUiiTNLH 0010 1000 DI WUHL HOT TO VATEH1ALLY XHTEHFEW 
WITH L,UH AH UN PLANS LEGO. ^ZiND GvLCNADO MZWZ.VoUH A’.D FUKL .
DLAHOX^U IN DAT F1VB D^cnS^J Fim MINUTE HuRTH LONGITUDE ONB 
oswrri TURES i.WJG^i /lF‘i2KH ^ONUT J SLOT AT MHQ SXVaH HUNDRED 
PLUw ELm’l ONB HALF TILS MONDAY TWELFTH PERIOD PLXAMS U.PXJXT8 
REPLY 1046*

•1HQM| COL hADO
to i catenwiT 8
Hiroi ao«5| lap-sun। ausHi?»| iiurnmi lexihgtoni oqkfourwh

1010 YOUR 0010 1843 AFFIRMATIVE 1600*

•?HGM| COLOR ADO
TO I OOMFQULTWl
INFOl HANHAHT USAAOH ORQUP

1010 0X0RAD0 AT 0700 LAT 0881 SOUTH LOW 178 IS W33T LAUNaUD 
PLANES AARONS H118IKY PHOm* ODUXBUnY DDiffO Iff OHIO HAMED AT



10 Ailyt 1937 (oontlnued)

0000 LAT 03d LOW 179 03 COUR >8 NOHTH AT 1013 LAT 0393 LOfO 171 OB 
HKcav/m;; plants .our.e loo at wj lay ossa low in as cai ^uxo 
FULLING ULAN at 1410 LAT 0383 LO G 17143 a^LKTSi' mtr G COURSE 
WORTH AT 1443 LaT 03 88 LOW 171 45 CATAPULT J) FLUNKS TAR QI CANTON 
ISLAND AT 150 0 HlWEuVma LAT 03 03 LOLO 171 43 GST GOURDS 350 
FOR lUClDliZV^UO KITH U^TRuYAHO DI LAT 0550 NORTH LOW 173 15 WEST 
0700 NONTAX T.GXFTH PERIOD WITH GOU/LCTXuR FLIGHT THIO AFT^OON 
ALL INLANDS PHORMlX GROUP HAVA DE N U^ATSU AW J CAREFULLY SEARCH!® 
FOK ANY JI H OF LA1UUHT PLAN* Oh INHADITAHTO &ITO EXUXPTIJN WINSLOW 
RW /CID DANDDaNK AND REST TO THE NORTHWARD T1U CHARTS!) FWITXQN 
OF TH 8 PLA,XI AND FOR JLVLTAL EILLi IN VICINITY *A3 COVERED TB108 
WHuUT ] OCATINO TN04 P’^lOD JOAN UPON OOMruiTION FUKUNO WAS 
DIRECT .D PROCEED PUX-T AF1IW PERIOD 1EUCA CONTINUING CHURCH

' ausKNlD UECTOh VW.iLO HUNDIUD AUDITION LAT 01 M L< NO 17? M 
GIUNJllJiO TODAY TO WESTWARD 1630*

”FRuM| CONDI,RON 8
TO I' G^iOUnTlLN ■ ■ / ' • •
WOt GU^X^XV 5) LAMSuN) BRAYTON) GUNNING) LILOIA TON

0010 PiUJiLT INTENTION MAKE SEARCH PLAN NUmR 1110 SmGTIVS 
TOLD Day. TillKTuariil hlLL COVER IDU1UUH AREA 1MAD1ATS • VIMS ITT 
h < land island xilw-at:^ ussflan imiKH oms utondxw to wx^toaro 
WILL KEEP YOU LN vM&L IN DETAIL AS OLaHCH FRCOH&iJSD 1930 PLUG TSU 
Half tuition fourths fI/ty sight north uni duty too mitt five 
WEST 8030* ,

11 July, 1937

•FHOHl GCMTOURTBSN ‘
TO I OPHAV

0011 OULQLAFO COMPLY■© :m:wH PHD NIX GROUP Air:a and ALL IDLANDS 
TH LV IN XI KO-4 WUDIHO FOR PaiD: AVOUJ LAT 0330 NORTH LOW 173 15 
'^/Y TO FUX D^iTRUYE G LjUL HON CROUP rOLOWON MONDAY TOSIXTH 
UPON GOH^UFIuH OF MUCH G0URAW WILL ILi KJ-IDUM? FRUH a^AROH 
DUTY AND XLDG'iQD FROC^D UN "1VJV10UJLY■ ASSIGNED I IFFY ON FOL’O*INO 
IT1NXIAI;Y FUEL PjANLHARDOR SWJiT HNTH DEBARK Wi UWTON RJTO AND 
NAVAL BXuC-.VF/i JWTL£ TWENTY SIXTH PIRIuD SWAN MD&KD AND'DXRX0T8D 
PROO» POUT AF1RK 1TA3CA GOKTIRUUIC SEARCH HSR ASSIGN £D AREA 
WHICH Sit* HAD CORPLLTED TO LAT 0147 30UTU 0989”

•FRCMl COMFOURTSEH
TO I COLORADO) GOMDKSROH 8
INFO I 4ARHART SEARCH GROUP

0011 GOUDKjRQNa TAKE CHARGE ALL UNITS IN SKAHUH AREA FXr.XOD SEARCH 
OF mOENLX GROUP AREA G0N31DEJUD COI^LKTKD PSIkICD UPON G.WLST10N 
lUSLING'DXiTaQYSIi.. O LuiUDO HELI.AGED SEARCH DUTY AND PJIDCW PRS> 
V1GU3LY ASSIGNED DUTIES FCLLOWIHG ITINERARY SUBMITTED COL. RA! 0 
WUrATGH TOE NINTH 0043”



18 my, IMF,

•FROKl GOMJUURTKKM
TO I OPHAT

OOM DESTROYS I i tmruTUH OH COP- TO FUEL FROM COLORADO THIS FORHKJC# 
LiUIJJTOK GROUP TO START SEARCH iWRNlNC/WIRTO ^ FROM POE T 0X10X8 
LAT 0230 HuHTK LONG 1V7 WK /I BASK OOURSS SOUTH GUAN AND ITASCA 
FRU CEDING TOWARD SOUTHERN ISLANDS GILBERT GROUP 0933”

• . IS my, IMF,

•FRUHi COLOUR TSSM
TO I OFNAV

OOIS LEXINGTON GQ&nilWXHG SEARCH THIS HORNING PERIOD mTHSR
' PmUTTXUO EXPESTO FITZ DATS TO COVER AREA ROUNDED A3 FOLLOWS 

LATITUDE 3 DEGREES' WURTH TO APjKOXXUTSLY 1 DE0RXB3 COUTH tom* 
TURK XV# 30 wL>T TO IVO 30 WT i ZUOD ITAJGA ARRIVING ARORAX 
■ISLAND TH 13 M JIRI G TO BEGIN SEARCH UI GILBERT-. 41 AM ENRQUTI TO 
ASSIST aITH GXlimT SEARCH PE iXOD COLORADO AHRIVLJ OFF PKARLHARD3I 
SIXTEENTH FUR CAL AND STOR’Ei THEN PROCEED OANFRANOXDOO WILL MOT 
REQUIRE FUEL PWlUUFUCR 0940*

•FhGMl GOLF OUT. TE U ' . ,
■ to । omv

, 0314 ITASCA ^aRGHED AROUND TANANA AND VICINITY SWAM TO SI.CIGS 
VICINITY NUKWa TuDLY BuTH VESSELS TO CAR:JU. LY SEARCH UNXMUB1T80 
14. ADDS IM AREAS ASSIGNS) TWK AND SUCH SEARCH AS DSMD KSaOTXAL
F INHABITED ISLANDS LEXINGTON (XLTlNUW AS OUTLINE) IN YEHE-RDaYS 

REPORT DAYS LURK liKTLEFERRED WITH BY HEAVY RAIN SQUALL BUT COW* 
WIDENED SAT^FACTORY TODAYS FOX T UE OWIN LAT 01 SO SCUTI LOWS 

loo bask iamujk jum ow»«

IB July, 193V,

•FROMI . OOUi'OUKTlO
TO I OPHAV

0310 SWAN AND ITASOA 0 WXNUXW SEARCH 0XLBSRT8 EXPECT TO RSLKASS 
THAU W1SI ANZA COHPLKW PROBABLY SATURDAY L iXXNOTQK CONTINUING 
SEARGii ANIU PREVIOUSLY REPORTED TODAY.* POUT ORIGIN LAT 0180 B0R1H 
LONG 100 JAJa aomm NORTH period plan BEING FOLLOWED 68 PLANES 
1WT-DAY 48 TH3RWTER PLAN'D DIVIDED EQUALLY BACK FLANK SFAOSD 
8 MILES SEARCH OUT FROM FLANKS 90 MILO 8 FLIGHTS PER DAY ADVANCE® 
FRONT 840 HILES FIRST DAY 160 THEREAFTER 1001 *

16 193V, .
•FROM CaTOURTSEM .

TO I . OPHAV



Id Julyv 193? (•ontinu»d)

ooie itasca coy?i.;m.D 33*01 NunwinK can his o^am gohtzkuiho 
30UTJ mn ciisurci ,£a>m c^putid aj ^isiulkd for zesteaday 
TODAY HTAnu r DOU LAY 0400 NORTH LONG ONK ijrfZU SIGHT &UT FIRST 
BAiE OOUHSE BUST 0937*

19 JUX/t 1937#

•fhcui ^^cmit.xn , : ' ■ ■ . >
TOI SPRAY ■ ■ j ■/—— - ■ " . '

0017 3WAN. UavTl.^^ S0UT4KKU OILiimJ HAS D.^N REUlVSD 
runuiKa a,xHui duty hum phugktding PAAKUUJiBoa itasca fulisved 
uiuaoa dutw LinruM* report Hawaiian section goa-t guard now 
PhOGMDW HOLLAND PS lol) L'-WOTON Y^TABDaY COMPLETED FOLLOWING 
AREA LAW 0830 AND 0030 NORTH LUNGS 173 80 and 173 40 SAST TODAYS 
PLAN POL.T Of UIUGAN LAY 0100 MQRTH LOBO 173 M JUIST RA>S COURSE

. hast iooo* : . ' :. . ■ ■ ■

. IB Jul/. 1987'

•FHUMt Q^iUURTWf •
TO I ' OPJUV ; • ■ • . .

ooio Y24T&mx omen som^m aj sgheluud fsiiqd today olxahikg 
up :uik hj . j in AiLLvi o^oiGHLD romT^rnt Firaum wcvkntsjnth 
AND PROBABLY FILL IN ARKAS TO NQMHWT OF SAMS 0980*

•FROM! GOW&mOII •
TO ■ I OOM 14 ■ • ’ < ' ■ ■ .

0018 mnOH TODAY SUNDAY COMPLETED AS UQIUDULKD 1881*



601-64-300 ! TREASURY L^ ARTHENT .
' . ' . . ' UNITED STATUS COAST GUARD '

. . Honolulu. T.
ITASCA . ' ' . ■ 29 July, 1987.

Front Commanding Officer, ITASCA.
To i Commandant, 14th Naval DIstrict,Pearl Harbor,T.H.

(Via Commander, Hawaiian Section.)

Subject! Earhart Flight.

1. The following report is submitted harewit# for your 
informations

p to 23 June, 19371

Enroute to Howland Island. 2056, on the P,3rd raised Howland Is­
land bearing 90 degrees true, distance 7 miles, stopped and drifted 
to the westward of the island awaiting daybreak. •

24 June, 19371 ,

0'718. closed island, stopped and drifted. Lowered boats and com- 
■•need landing stores and equipment together with gasoline and equip­
ment for Earhart flight, Completed landing of stores and equipment at 
Hovland Island this date and drifted during night on the lee side of 
the island. . . ■

25 June, 1977l .

Proceeded to Baker Island where hove to at 0347 and commoncod land­
ing stores for that Island which duty was completed at 1103.

26 to 30 June, 19371 .

. Kolding position off and on loo side of Howland Island awaiting 
arrival of Amelia Earhart plane from Lae, New Guinea. During this 
period Department of Interior personnel and technical aides at work 
on runways and precautionary efforts connected with Earhart flight. 
Organized task groups for landing and take off duties.

1 July, 19371

1358, received verification from San Francisco Division that 
Amelia Earhart Putnam had departed Lao, Nev Guinea at noon, Lae time, 
and was enroute to Howland.

2 July, 19371
Made preparation during night for landing task groups la con- 

auction with plane flight. Vessel in contact with Earhart plane at 
0245 and intermittently thereafter. Early reception poor, at 0610



601-84-300* 7/29/3'. ’
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sent task group ashore to take stations for landing of plane. 0614 
Earhart reported position 200 miles out of Hovland. Commenced laying 
heavy smoke screen at daylight. 0645 Earhart plane reported position 
100 miles out. 0742 plane reported apparently over the island and gas 
running low but no land fall. 0759, plane reported circling and re­
quested transmission on 7500 kes for bearings. 0300, plane reported 
reception of our signals but unablo to obtain a minimum for bearing. 
0843, plane reported as being on line 157-337 and running north and 
south, no reference point given, reception excellent. 0900, signalled 
shore party to return to ship as by this time fears were felt that the 
Earhart plane had probably landed wide of the island. Landing party 
returned at 0J12. -

As soon,as the plane had indicated that it was still aloft at 0843 
and possibly on a line which would provide a land fall it was deemed ad 
visable to retain homing p osltion at Howland with the vessel for some­
time on the possibility that the plane might still come in.

At 1040, it was definitely assumed that the plane was down so got 
underway at full speed and commenced the search in the area which at 
that time seemed most logical.

During the last half hour prior to getting underway an estimate of 
the situation was made based upon the following facts and assumptionst

(a) Flying conditions within a radius of 40 miles of Howland 
excellent, wind east 8 to 13 miles, celling unlimited, sea smooth.

(b) Visibility south and east of Howland excellent and unlimited 
as far as could be observed. Sun rising clear and bright and island, 
ship and smoko screen in the glare thereof.

(c) Visibility north and west of Howland excellent to horizon 
but beyond that continuous banks of heavy cumulus clouds.

(d) Plane transmissions had indicated flight through cloudy and 
overcast skies throughout the night and morning.

(e) Plane transmissions had indicated that dead reckoning dis­
tance had been accomplished.

Plane signal strength high and unchanged during last hour 
of transmission.

(g) Plano*# line (of position?) indicated dead reckoning run 
correct. ■

(h) Stellar navigating possibilities, south and east of Bowland 
and close to Bowland, were excellent throughout the night.
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2 July, 1937 cont’di

"ASSUMPTIONS*
(a) That plane obtained no fix during latter part of flight due 

to visibility and assumed further this due to flying in cloudy weather 
and conditions which did not exist south and east of Howland but did 
exist north and west.

(b) That line of position obtained was a "sun" line obtained when 
they emerged from the cloudy area north and west of Howland and presum­
ably the only observation made during the latter part of the flight. 
Further assumed that tills line was correct.

(c) Assume that plane may have missed smoke screen, ship or is­
land visually due to their lying in the glare of the rising sun.

(d) Assumed further that plane passed within 200 miles of How­
land Island and north of it.

(o) Assumed that plane may have carried line of position found 
along line of flight for the period necessary for navigator to work 
and plot line of position not in excess of 100 miles.

(f) Assume plane did not come down within a radius of 40 miles 
of Howland.

Upon foregoing facts and assumptions it was decided that the most 
logical area of search lay in a sector of a circle between 40 miles and 
200 miles off of Howland Island and between bearings 337 and 45 true, 
from that island. Search was accordingly laid down in accordance with 
this estimate.

The following Department of Interior personnel were left on How­
land in excess of 
plane, if, by any 
the ITASCAI

normal personnel for the purpose of assisting the 
chance, it neared the island during the absence of

Ah Kin Leong) Albert K. Akana, Jr.) William Tavares) 
Carl Kahalewal and Henry Lau.

Frank CIPRIANI^ Radioman, second class, U.S.C.OiC. was left ashore 
in charge of high frequency radio direction apparatus to obtain bearings 
if possible, on the plane. Searching throughout the day to the northward, 
of Howland Island and during the night with searchlights. Extra lookouts 
posted and all hands on the alert. In addition to the efforts being made
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2 July, 1037 cont’di 
by the ITASCA, suggested to Commander, Ha-.Tai Lan Section, the desirabil­
ity of a Navy sea plane search from Pearl Harbor. Received information 
from the San Francisco Division that there was a possibility that the 
plane might use radio on the water and further that possibility of float- ■ 
trig a considerable time excellent together with an emergency rubber boat 
and plenty of emergency rations carried.

At 2145 received definite Instructions from Commandant, 14th Naval 
District, to be at Howland Island at daybreak Saturday. 3 July, 1937 to 
provide tender service for plane which had left Pearl Harbor at 1923. 
In view of the fact that the plane was already in the air enroute to How­
land Island there was no alternative other than to abandon the search 
•temporarily for the Earhart plane and proceed as indicated in the above 
noted orders, course was accordingly changed for Howland Island. Search 
was still maintained with searchlights.

3 July, 1937t

Arrived off Howland at 0710 in accordance with Instructions. 0719, 
received information that Navy plane was turning back to base on account 
of extremely bad flying weather so resumed search to the northward which 
continued throughout the day. Received Information from San Francisco 
Division that four separate radio stations at Los Angeles reported receiv­
ing Earhart position 173 uith 1.6 in doubt. In view of possibilities of 
the plane being able to transmit on the water as indicated In prior in­
formation stood west to this latest reported position for .the purpose of 
proving or disproving the reports which could not consistently be ignored. 
Maintained search throughout the day.

4 July, 19371

Took up search during the 4th from 130th meridian towards Howland 
Island using rectangular search method and continued throughout the day 
and night. ' I . ' ' - ' ' ■ ■

5 July, 19371

■ At 0242 received information from Hawaiian Section that Naval Radio 
Station Gallup© had intercepted the following message, ”281 NORTH HOViLAND 
CALL KHAQQ BEYOND NORTH DONI HOLD WITH US MUCH LONGER ABOVE WATER SHUT OFF, 
With the possibility of plane transmission on the water still existing stood 
north towards the position indicated in th© foregoing: intercept and ad­
vised all steamers in the vicinity of the possibility of the plane being 
down at that point. Contacted Howland Island in an endeavor to obtain a 
bearing from that point oh the reported plane and report from Howland gave 
a bearing which conformed to the report. Searched to the northward enroute 
to reported position of plane* Arrived about dusk broadcasting on plane
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frequencies and. using searchlights intermittently for visual signals. 
At 2100 lights which had the appearance of flares were sighted to the 
northward and stood up to Investigate., These reported lights had every 
indication of a bursting green rocket but were finally determined to be 
attributed to meteorological shower which was reported both by the How­
land Island Station and U.S.8. SWAN. At 2315 identified English steamer 
MOORSBY who had diverted from her normal course to assist in tne search. 
Continued search throughout the night.

6 July, 19371

Proceeded south and east during the night to effect rendervoua with 
U.S.S. COLORADO on the morning of the 7th for fuel purposes. At 1445 re­
ceived instructions t? report for duty to the Commandant, 14th Naval Dis­
trict, and reported as indicated. At 1545 received Instructions from Com­
mandant, 14th Naval District to report to U.S.S. COLORADO for duty and con­
formed.. • ' ■ , ■

7 July, 19371

Contacted U.S.S. COLORADO at 0'45. Closed her at 0339 and 0703 com­
menced taking fuel by destroyer method. Received from COLORADO commissary 
stores as requested. While fueling Commanding Officer conferred with Com­
manding Officer COLORADO relative to search program and the general sit­
uation up to-date. 1010 Completed fueling from the COLORADO, cast off and 
stood southward and westward for search area outlined in conference. •

3 to IC* July, 19371 , '

Searched area sduth and west of Baker Island In accordance with 
orders of Commanding Officer U.S.S. COLORADO.

11 July, 19371 ■

0945 COMDESRON TWO in charge of search. Continued search as Indi­
cated In original orders. 2224 received Instructions from COMDESRON TWO 
to proceed to ARORAX Island in the Gilbert Group and shaping course ac­
cordingly.

12 July, 19371 ' .

Proceeding toward ARORAI Island, Lower Gilberts, to investigate 
that island and others as Indicated in orders.
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13 July, 19371

raised ARORAI Island at 0600 and stood off shore to await further 
instructions from Naval command. Received final instructions to visit 
certain islands of the Gilbert group at 0700 and stood for AT0RAI. 0835 
stopped off ARORAI Island, native canoe came alongside with native magis­
trate who came on board and conferred with Commanding Officer. 0350 land­
ed two commissioned officers via native canoe with the permission and as­
sistance of native Magistrate for the purpose of interrogating local in­
habitants relative to the passage or wreckage of the Earhart plane. 1050* d 
officers returned with negative reports on their efforts. 1402, underway 
proceeding to TAMADA Island. 1513 hove to off TAMAXA Island. 1930 na­
tive canoe with native Magistrate came on board and departed with commis­
sioned officers to Interrogate local natives. 1714, duty officers return­
ed with negative Information. 1730, underway and stood to the northward 
and westward along the Gilbert chain.

14 July, 19371

1322, stood In close to lee side NAUUKI Island but held no communi­
cation as no native boats came out and the surf breaking too heavily for 
surf boats unfamiliar with the locality. 1425. underway from NAUUKI Is­
land to Intercept two native canoes sighted. 1452, stopped alongside of 
native cano# but were unable to obtain information due to their inability 
to speak English. 1510, set course for KURIA Island where arrived at 1610 ? 
under the reef and drifted. Lowered surfboat and contacted native Magis­
trate who stated that the islands of this group were in close communication 
and that no information was available concerning any plane or wreckage. ' 
1710, underway to the northward and westward, instructions having been 
modified regarding particular Islands to search and the reporting of this 
vessel at TARAWA Island, the Division Headquarters, being deemed essential.

15 July, 19371 7

0650, raised TARAMA Island and stood in to westward of reef. 0850, 
stopped and drifted off channel entrance. Dispatched Lieutenant Command­
er L. H. Baker and representative officers ashore in motor launch and motor 
surfboat to report the arrival of the ITASCA in the Gilberts officially 
and to explain the vessel*s mission. At 1480 motor boats returned with 
fallowing Informatloni the senior Commissioner received the party gra­
ciously but declined to receive the visit as official owing to the fact 
that he had received no prior notice of the vessel’s arrival in the Gilberts 
group. He requested the ITASCA to notify the Resid wit COBmisaloner at , 
Ocean Island which latter report was accomplished by COMDESRON TWO. The 
Resident Commissioner at TARAWA Island stated that contact between the ; 
northern islands was close and that no information had been received of » 
the passage of the Barhart plane or any wreckage therefrom. Be further
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stated that a definite lookout had been kept for the plane at his in­
structions since the flight. 1455, with all boats secured, set course 
toward the southward at standard speed. Advised COHDESRON TWO fully 
as regards the situation to-date and was directed tn proceed to Howland 
Island for the purpose of picking up personnel and stores enroute to 
Honolulu. . ”

16 July, 19371

Enroute to Howland Island from the Gilberts. 1505, released from 
duty in search area by COMBES RON TWO and reported to Commandant, 14th 
Naval District* 1725, relieved from further search duty by Commandant, 
14th Naval District and reported to Commander, Hawaiian Section. 1740 
received orders to proceed to Honolulu, I. H. .

W. K. THOMPSON 
Commander, USCG.

HAWAIIAN SECTION 601-64-800 First Indorsement. Honolulu, T. H., 
. 29 July, 1937.

Promt Commander, Hawaiian Section.
To I Commandant, 14th Naval District, Pearl Harbor, 

1, Forwarded, '

\ . F, T. KENNER,
By direction.
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' IS July, 1977.

From.' ’ Conmnding Officer.
To I ■ ’ Commandant, Fourteenth .Naval fl st riot.

Subject! .- Doauzo Earhart Search bv th® U.S.S.- MLORAIO. 
(In Charge Search Group). . ■ . .

' ■ ' On 1 July, 197.7, th« Cant .’in
Vilh'nln L. Frtsdell, U.- S. Navy, Comman'Hti';;, arrived st-Hono­
lulu,- T. H. .The U.<%S. 'COLO&V 0 wrs op or at, Inn In accordance 
wlth-'a^rove^ schedule on a one T.onth*s training
cruise- of the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Students, 
fron .the University of California, <md. Mrhlngton. Also on . 
hoard zero four J is tin.£'1?bed guests of the Navy, Doctor Sb ri on 
Luther. Brittain, President of the Georgia School of Technology, 
Doctor uoe Paul Sieg, .President of the University of Koshin :ton, 
Doctor Charles.Berleth, junior, Deon of the College of Engineer­
ing, University of California, and ioctor Jr nos K*3hin$:ton Bell, 
Professor of Money end Banking and Member of the A<rain Istra hive 
Board.of the Graduate-School, Worthiestorn University. • There' 
distinguished guests of the Navy, vers-all connected with schools 
that tske an- active part in the Navel Reserve Officers’ Train­
ing Corns. ..Several officers end sen of th® Navel Reserve were 
aboard for training mi garating ths regular ship’s company of ths 
U.S.8... C0L0WX). '

. ■ The U.K,5. Colorado had stopped at Hilo, Hearil, 
for a pleasant welcome and a tro day visit, had fired success­
fully, by the N.R.O.T.C. a modified Short Rango Pattis Practice 
in.the Lahaina Aren, and was berthed at Pier t, Honolulu, T. H«, 
to rennin, until early Tuesday Morning,, 6 July, 13$?. .

■ . ■ On the Horning of 1 July, 10£7, (Honolulu Tine)
Mrs. Amelia Unrhart Putnae, and her Navigator, Mr. Fred J. 
Noonan, took off from New Guinea for Hyland Island in the Lock­
heed plane known as a flying laboratory in which they were ap­
proaching the end of a flight around the world. -.Hovland In­
land la located In Latitude O^M?* North.-Longitude 173°-4E* 
host. It in 1,000 Riles from Honolulu, T. H., and is the 
nearest 1 nd to the Hawaiian Islands in the direction of the 
flight. It is an island two miles in length, and 1,000 yards 
Tide. It Is twenty feet high. Louth end east of Howland In 
Latitude O°-1?J North, Longitude 178®-$X* West is Baker Island 
also twenty feet high# It is one mile in length and 1,500 
yard's wide* '
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Oh Hxl-nd Island there are four weather observers*-, 
froe'Honolulu o;ulpoe<? with a direction flower for this flight, 
and a radio for communication with the Honolulu ’tedlo Gtr.tinr, .^ 
and the Coast G-ard Cutter ITACCA* On Hchor Island are four 
observers from Honolulu also equipped with a radio*

' The ITASCA* under the Cos-; nd of CorT~.wndcr .fr* G* , 
Thompson, United States Coast Guard, had been placed on station 
■near’the Island for the purpose 4f g-jardlm: the flight* The ., 
IT; CA had come fro® the Tost Coast for this purpose* The . 
IT/. CA !'ad 'previously been stationer! nt'Honolulu, and the 
personnel were familiar 71 th the waters end islands;of the 
vicinity* . ,

' A'out n on, Friday, P July, Ko 7, v>rd vas received 
In Honolulu that the Earhart Pinna had not Arrived nt H rArnd 
Island* The ITASCA ro/or ted.’that 07-2 (Zone plus 11$ time) . 
the Earhart- Plane had been contacted, and the plane reported . 
only sne-half haur of fuel, no land fall and position doubt* 
ful* The contact at 064-6 hod reported one hundred altos froa 
the ITASCA then at Hovland Irian;, but no relative bearing 
was iven* At 09415, the piano reported lino Of position 157- 
<37 bit no re for'iicc point* Ths il'hCA further reported that \ 
at 1200 sho *?uld commence search to the northwestward for 
the plane* , . . , . ’ ;'. . .

. Tre ITAECA reported later that rhe had received no 
word as to the course and speed or position of the plane but 
believed that tho plane was down to the north?, cat, having 
posoad Hovland Island* and due to the glare of. the rising sun 
had missed seeing. Howland.. Island or the ITASCA which had been 
choking heavily in order to assist In being sighted*

■ . Tho res son for the ITAHCAts search to tho northwest* 
vard was not knom until contact 1th the ITASCA res'Hrde 
several days later end information was. then received that on 
tho morning of 2 July,IHA?, at Holland the visibility had 
been clear except to the west end north, and if tho plane hod 
been close to Howland it was believed tho Island or the IT A CCA 
would have been easily seen except from tho northwest*

■ Xurulrlrs from' tho Navy Department to the Cosmnndant, 
Fourteenth Naval District, as to tho practicability of search­
ing by destroyers and planes froa Pearl Harbor, 2. n., brought 
out tho fact that the position of Holland Island, 1,660 wiles 
from Honolulu precluded any searching of .the.t area Doing con­
ducted without- a .base in the taudlato vicinity for either 
destroyers or pianos.
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In th-' afternoon of 2-July, •Ll;ar.en;>nt Warren f# 

Harvey, U#8# Havy, in a seaplane took off fro® Perri Ihr’or, 
T#E., for search In the vicinity of the Iio r-land Island for . 
the Earhart plant?# ■ . . . . .

x ’ The U.S.3. COLOF^IO. was wade availsblo^Jto the Con* ’ 
mandant, Fourteenth II a vol District, for ure -er; h searching 
vessel-. At 0500,.Saturday, 5, July, 1027, the U.».r# COLOHAfO 
left Honolulu for Fenri. Harbor, -with orders to fuel prior to 
demising for the £ oar eh Area. VHlle at Penri Bar’ or additional 
stores of gasoline, lubricating oil and,aviation oil, were taken 
on board# • ' . g - ■ ■ . • ' ' ■ ' ;

, At 0700,’ the Patrol ?lrne reported her position At
Latitude 6°*SM H ->rth, Longitude 17L°-00* Aeot, that the • ' ‘
weather was extremely bad and that' it was necessary for her . 
to return' to Pearl Harbor# • .

. The U.E.E. ChAH had been despatched front the Fleet 
ALr Base, Pearl Harbor, T.H., with supplies for the Savy 
plane in the cvcnt.thst.lt reached Ho.land Inland and con­
ducted a search from there# In order to guard.the Patrol : 
Plane on its return "light. to Pmrl Harbor, the U#S.S# DENT, 
TALBOT, TABAGER, and EHIPPOORIXLL were ordered out to cover 
the path of the Kavy PHne. This plane returner: to Honolulu 
sa>iy by-1200, Saturday/ 2 July 19*7, and no further planes 
were despatched from Perri Harbor for the Search Area# The 
four ships wo.o directed to return to Pearl Harbor. The. • 
U#L,L# SWAM c ntfnued on towards Hovland Island#

While-at Pearl Harbor the. Comrxnding’Officer of the . 
U.S.3# CODKArO received, instructions'From the Co®.-an ant, 
Fourteenth $uval District, Bear Adalval Orin G# Mur fin, TJ. 8# 
Mavy, arid ■ confer cd iith ths Coauaur Ln & Of fleer, • fleet Air 
Paae,■Curtain Kcnnrth Whiting, U#8#'Kavy, and'other officers . 
of the District and Air Sase relative to the probable path 
and location of the Earhart Plane in the event of a forced 
landing# This information .oeehCKi to indicate that the nest 
probable reason for missing Hovland Island.’would be that of ' . 
stronger .Hnds than normally expected .tn the region, aid 
boat ths plane had probably been carried southeast of Howland, 
a grater distance than that from-which Holland could be sighted# 
Tneso opinions load the- Contending Officer of the U.S.S# COLO* 
i Ai 0, at this time to believe that, southeast of Hovland was 
the most likely area# •



The Commanding Officer upon departure from Pearl 
Harbor 1300, 3 July, 19?7, set course for Howland Island*

Prior to departure from Perri Hrrbor, word was re­
ceived that amateur operators In the vicinity of Los Anglos 
had intercepted position report of the Earhart plane as Lati­
tude 1® 36’ South, Longitude 179° East* Radio watch was set 
on 3105 Sea and 6210 Kes, the frequencies Known to have been 
used by the plane, in addition to the regular watch on the 
distress frequency, 500 Kes* Contact was wade vie broadcast 
receivers with the radio broadcasting stations in Honolulu 
which were delivering an almost constant stream of Information 
relative to aircraft reports of reception of messages from 
the plane* '

The broadcasting stations and the ITACCA continued 
to send messages to the plane* On the night of ? and 4 July 
no signals were heard on the plane frequency by the ITASCA 
or COLORADO, but reports were received from Wyoming, Honolulu, 
Los Angeles, Australia and other points that signals, and in 
some eases voice reports, had been received from the plane* 
It was also reported that an unbroken carrier wave was heard, 
both the night of 3 July and the night of 4 July on the plane 
frequency* There was no doubt that many stations were calling 
the Earhart plane on the plane’s frequency, some by voice and 
others by signals* All of these added to the confusion and 
doubtfulness of the authenticity of the reports*

At this tl c the Commanding Officer, U*6*S* COLORADO 
stated that pending further information It was his plan based 
on the prerent information, search operations conducted ?nd 
being conducted by the IT £CA and information obtained from 
officers at the Naval Air Station, Pearl Harbor and a knowledge 
Of rinds and currents in the vicinity of Hovland end Baker Is­
land to conduct search operations upon arrival at Howland Is­
land in the area southeast of the island* The search to be 
conducted as followal The U*S*S« COLORADO to steam east along 
the equator# the planes to be launched from the ship to search 
to the northward sixty miles then e^st for twelve miles then 
south passing the COLORADO to sixty miles south of the track 
of the COLORADO and then to complete the rectangle and return 
to 'the ship* Upon return to the ship, the pianos were to be 
serviced and with new pilots take off for search of the next 
rectangle* It was expected that four flights of three planes 
each could be made per day* .



On the Fourth of July word was received that 
Commander Destroyer Squadron Two. Captain Jonathan 6. Dowell, 
U.S* Mary. In Command of the LEXINGTON Group, consisting of 
the LEXINGTON, The DRAYTON, the CUSHING and the LAWSON, was 
proceeding to thr search area*

During the night of 4 - 5 July, constant radio 
search wns conducted. The COLORALO heard the carrier wave 
which had been previously reported by other station#. The 
Broaden ting Station in Honolulu had been requesting the 
plane, if the Kroadcrats were heard, to send a message and 
if unable to send a message to send signals by means of cut­
ting the carrier rave on and off. Another station reported that 
answering signals had bean heard but none of the stations re­
porting having heard signals agreed on any one specific reply 
signal,. About mid-night 4 July, word was received that the 
plane carried no emergency radio equipment and that if the 
plane had landed on the water the engines could be partly 
submerged and the radio equipment ould be unable to transmit. 
This gave rise to the belief that the plane was on land, If 
the signals heard or messages received were to be considered 
in any ray authentic.

At 0230 the 5th of July 1977, word was received 
that operators in Honolulu had received a message from the 
plane that Its position was 281 miles north of Howland Island, 
It was further stated that this wan believed to be authentic 
as three separate operators had heard the report.

This Information placed n different picture'in 
view, for if the position was correct it ould indicate that 
the plane was on the water, and if signals were actually heard 
as had been believed, then the plane must be on land or Eble 
to transmit from the vater. The U.8,8. COLORADO was still 
too far ’.way to cause a, change of course for the reported posi­
tion. The ITASCA and SWAN left their positions immediately 
and proceeded towards the position £81 miles north of Howland 
Island. The 8.8. MOORBY which was near the reported position 
Jroceeded towards the position given, arriving on the 5th of 
uly. The SWAN reached Latitude 5° North, Longitude !7£M5* 

West, and commenced searching to the westward. The ITACCA 
reached the reported position late in the afternoon of 5 July. 
The COLORADO during the 5th of July continued on its course to 
Howland Island, Due to the distance involved to the position 
281 mile# north of Howland Island, and to Howland Island from 
the position of the COLORADO at this time it would have served 
no useful purpose to chnwge-the course of the COLORADO directly 
to the suspected position. Xn the event that the SWAN, ITASCA 
and MOOEBT failed to locate the plane in the suspected position 
or area and radio information confirmed the original assumption 
of the plane being in the southeast Quadrant from Howland Island 
any change now would delay ultimate search of that region.



It was not necesserjr for the Commanding Officer 
to decide until Tuesday forenoon on the course to follow* 
During the 5th two despatches of considerable interest and 
weight were received* The first despatch cast definite 
doubt as to the location as being 281 miles north of How* 
land Island* due to the fact that it stated again that the 
plane could not use radio if actually in the water* and the 
region to the north of Howland as previously state! was en­
tirely water* Hence, If signals were received the location 
was definitely wrong. The other despatch referred to the 
opinion of the technical aides connected with the flight, 
thrt the plane would be found in the original line* which 
would indicate a position through Howland Island and the 
Phoenix Group, or in other words the southeast quadrant from 
Howland Island* These reports bore out the original assump­
tion of the Commanding Officer* which was based on all in­
formation then available, that the logical quadrant for the 
position of the plane was the southeast quadrant*

' ‘ The carrier wave was again heard during the night
and1 the ITAECA end the broadcast station in Honolulu continued 
to broadcast to the plane instructions as to the replies to be 
given If the plane was heard,. At 2132 on the night of the 5th 
the listeners in the radio room of the COLORADO were startled 
to hear on the piano frequency, the words* ’Earhart from 
ITAoCA did you send up a flare* If you did send up another* 
Please go ahead*"

At 2140 the following was received, "Earhart Plane 
from ITASCA* we seo second flare* we are coming for you* we 
are starting toward you," At 2145* "We see your flare and 
are proceeding towards you", these report# continued to be 
broadcast by the ITASCA* and apparently to a listening w rid* 
the position 281 miles north of Howland Island in which the 
ITASCA, SWAN and MOORBY were searching was the correct posi­
tion* It was therefore with great sadness that the follow­
Ing was received shortly thereafter, "Report in error, objects 
sighted are apparently meteors Howland reported same effect," 
And the GWAN verified the opinion by reporting sighting meteors 
atthe time the ITASCA was believed to be sighting a flare from 
the Earhart Plana*

On the Sth of July, 1937, the Commendant, Fourteenth 
gavel District was directed to take charge of all Naval Forces 
based Pearl Harbor and those In the search area* The Coast
Guard Cutter, the ITASCA was further directed to operate under 
Commendant, Fourteenth Naval District* The Commandant, 
Fourteenth Naval District, directed the Commanding Officer, 
U*S*C, CODORADO to take charge of Naval and Coast Guard Units 
in the Search Area and coordinate the Earhart Search Unit;
until the arrival- of Commander Destroyer Squadron Two#
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Shortly after the flarea wore known to be false 
a report was received that further investigation of the re­
port received on 8 July that on £105 Kes a woman’s voice had 
made four distress signal cells followed by KHAQQ, followed 
by *225 garble. Off Howland, battery very weak, can’t last 
long, garble indicated ssndnrnk*, had been mrdn and consider­
able credulance was given to the possibility of the report 
having boon actually received. The only banks charted are 
south and east of Howland Island* A report was received 
from Mr* Putnam stressing the Phoenix Inland Group and sta­
ting that headwinds aloft had boon much stronger than expect­
ed for the flight* Again it was stated that the Lockheed 
Aircraft Engineers staged that the radio could not operate 
unless the piano was on land. It was further suggested by 
Mr* Putnam* that a plana from the COLORADO investigate the 
Phoenix Island Arcs* The possibility that the position 
231 miles north of Howland was in error and might have been 
south and southeast was also considered* A third report 
also stated that a strong signal had been heard and a man’s 
voice calling the ITASCA* A fourth signal report stated 
■Position £81 miles north of Howland, drifting northwest** 
This report was definitely known later to be a false report*

The search in the northwest quadrant was being 
carried on by ships* The planes radio wan believed to have 
been heard, if some of the many reports were presumed to be 
authentic, hence cun land* Considerations irrespective of 
radio had pointed to the southeast quadrant, end at this 
time still did* The southeast quadrant from Howland, ex­
cept for one unverified report, still was the most likely* 
The Commanding Officer therefore decided to hold to his 
original decision, that of searching to the southeast of 
Howland, with one modification, that being to search by 
planes, the land areas of the Phoenix Group, prior to the 
largo water areas* Large areas of intervening water, of 
course Would bo covered at the same time*

Accordingly at 0800, Tuesday, the ship’s head 
was changed to 205° true and speed increased to eighteen / 
point three knots (13*8)* Arrangements were made in ans­
wer to a request from the ITASCA for a rendezvous with that 
ship for 0600, the 7th ol July, for the purpose of fueling 
the ITASCA and p rovisioning her from the COLORADO* The „ 
WAS was directed to search to Latitude 0*, Longitude 175*
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The Commander Coast Guard sent word that ho had 
communicated with persons familiar rith the methods of 
navigation of Mr* Noonan, and that Mr# Noonan would take a fix 
shortly before dawn, correct course fot destination, and 
determine line of position when near the end of osti- 
natadrun# This procedure would allow a flight of about 
300 miles without a good fix# If short of gas, he probably 
would follow the ling of position to the nearest land* The 
line of position 337° - 157° was given Ln one of the last re* t 
ports received from the piano# It was also stated in a 
report that the plane was short of gas#

Considering the question as to what Mr# Boonen did 
do, it oust bo considered which way ho would steer on the J < 
line# To the northwest of Howland was wide stretches of 
ocean, to the southeast were spots of land# To a seaman 
in low visibility the thing to do when in doubt of own posi­
tion would be to head for the open sea# The land would be 
the place to get away from# To the Air Navigator with 
position in doubt and flying a Land plane it Is apparent . ' 
that the thing to do would be to Stoor down the line toward* 
the most probable land# To the Air Navigator, land would 
bo a rescue, just as the sea would be to the seaman* Would 
and did Mr# Noonan do this or had he other reasons to do 
otherwise? The answer was of course unknown but logical 
deduction pointed to the southeast quadrant#

At day break, Wednesday, 7 July, the ITASCA net, 
fueled and provisioned from the COLORADO# Upon completion 
the ITASCA was directed by the Commanding Officer of the 
U#S#S# COLORADO to proceed to a point 0 -DO* South La titude, 
longitude 178 West, and from there to search a sector, east* 
ward and south from a lino bearing 157® from that point and 
to search to the eastward a distance of 123 miles# This 
position and area was chosen as a place for search due to 
thoroughly considering tho probable drift of the plane, had 
it landed on the morning of 2 July to the south of Howland 
Island, while on a line 157° to or from Howland Island* Tbs 
ITASCA was further Instructed to rectify this area to be 
starched in accordance with the current found in the region 
in order to continually take into consideration the drift of 
the plane if on the water*

At 1435, the COLORADO approached the westward 
charted islands of the Phoenix Group and planes were cata­
pulted searching ahead for the charted position of the Roof 
and Hand Bank north of Winslow Roof and southeast of Bowland 
Island* ,
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Although the planes searched ahead from the ship 
and crossed the Equator covering an advance of approximately 103 
miles ahead of the ship and beyond the believed location of the Roof 
and Rand Bank* and several miles to the Sastward of the charted 
position* it was not located* At 1645. the planes were recovered 
in a position south of the Equator in Longitude 174® 30' lest* 
Khan the planes wore returned to the ship* the course of the 
ship was changed to 260® until clear of any possible danger of 
the Reef and Sand Bank, and Winslow Reef, and then to the south­
ward. - .

^0n the 8th of July, tho SWAN reached the position 
Latitude 0 00', longitude 175° in the afternoon, and was then 
directed to proceed to a point 2° South, 172° West, continuing 
to cover a search nerols tho northeast section of the water 
area of the Phoenix Islands* ~ ,

At 0657, the COLORADO launched pianos from ITS*—30' 
West, 1® South, and conducted an East-West search over the charted 
region of Winslow Roof and Reef and Sand Bank* A thorough search 
Of this region failed to locate either of the two reefs, and the 
water covered showed no signs of tho Earhart Plano*

When the planes returned they were Lamedlately refueled 
and wore sent out again covering together a front of seventy miles, 
thirty-five miles on each side of the course* While the COLORADO 
continued ahead, the planes searched to the left thirty-five miles 
then to the right crossing tho ship's course a distance of thirty- 
five miles beyond tho ship's track, and then completing the rec­
tangle* This method of search continued until 1538 when the 
pianos returned with a report that although the visibility was ex­
ceptionally good nothing was sighted* The next flight from 1620 
to 1730 extended the advance of the seventy mile front to a total 
of fifty miles, making an area of 3,300 milno covered by the last 
two flights* The first flight to the eastward covered at least 
1,500 square miles* From the point of recovery of the planes at 
1730 the COLORADO proceeded to Latitude 2-37* South, Longitude 
175° West where a course of 190® was set for the night*

During tho previous twenty-four hours two reports of the 
J lane had boon received* A report was received from Melbourne, 
ustralia "Plane between Bowland and Samoa Group, ten hours West** 

Bo further information was given nor was the report verified* The 
other report was received at 1830 stating that a reputable oitisea 
of Hilo at 1515 had heard Amelia Earhart call the ITASCA and the 
ITASCA answer* The ITASCA was immediately asked for verification 
and stated that they had no word* What then did it mean, was a joke 
intended, a fraud propetrated or a mistake madeT
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The Mystery was solved shortly by the report that the listener 
had accidentally turned in on the ’’March of Tine*  broadcast and 
believed the reproduction and acting to be real.

• This was of interest in regards to the possibility
of Winslow Reef existing and the Reef and Sand Bank to the North­
west ward of Winslow Reef, If the two existed, it is apparent TroaU 
the way in which Carondelet Reef was seen, that they are many miles 
from tfieir charted position, \

4 *»■

At 0700 on the morning of 9 July in I*  titude 3°54*  
South. Longitude 174 -^’ West, the COLORADO launched her planes 
in the direction of McKean Island, Upon locating McKean and 
searching the vicinity, the pianos continued to Gardner and then 
to Carondelet Reef before returning to the ship in Latitude 43 — 
SO*  South, Longitude 174°-B4f i/ost. After the vain search for 
Reef and Sand Bank and for Winslow Reef it was to bo expected 
that the other Islands did not or might not exist. They were 
however, all located by the planes and although they wore not 

. in the exact charted position they were seen from a considerable 
distance and the planes had no difficulty in locating then*

McKean Island showed unmistakable signs of having at 
one time been inhabited. On the northwest aide of th*  Island 
there appeared buildings of the adobo type, No one was seen on 
either Gardner Isicnd or McKean Island,

McKean Island was such that a plane could have made a 
safe crash landing either on the beach or in the center of th*  
Island. No dwellings appeared on Gardner or any other signs of 
inhabitation, A long shallow lagoon extends the entire length 
of ths Island and through most of the width.

A seaplane could land in tho lagoon and it is believed 
that a land plane could make a forced landing there, and the oc­
cupants walk ashore. Coral reefs extended out from the shore line 
for about 150 ^ards, At Gardner Island a four thousand ton tramp 
steamer has piled up head on and remains there with her back bros*  
on. Groves of Coaoanut palms grow on the western end and the 
entire island is covered with tropical vegetation*  Myriads of 
birds cover loth islands,

’ Carondelet Reef was under water but plainly could be
seen from the planes at a distance of 10 miles,
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■ Upon recovery of the plane* from the worning 
flight the ship continued on course 080° and at 1400 launched 
plane* In Latitude 4° 88* South, Longitude 178° 45’ Kost* 
The purpose of the flight in the afternoon was to search the 
water ahead of the chip to locate Hull Island and to search 
the island and the water in the vicinity for any signs of the 
Earhart Plane*

As the plane* approached Hull Island native* were 
seen running out of their huts and waving clothe* at the plane* 
Lieutenant Lambrecht* the senior aviator and in charge of the 
flight, landed for the purpose of asking if the inhabitants 
had seen or heard of the laphart Plane* A European Resident 
Manager of the natives cane out in a canoe to meet the plane* 
He and his natives were astonished and excited in seeing the 
three planes* The Resident Manager asked where the planes 
were from and when informed Honolulu, nearly upset the canoe ■ 
in tils excitement* It was necessary to explain to hln that 
the pianos had not come direct but had arrived by the battler 
ship COLORADO which was relatively close by* The Resident Man* 
ager said that there was a radio on the island, however, he 
knew nothing of the Earhart flight and created doubt of hi* 
having ever heard of Miss Earhart herself* Neither he nor 
hi* natives had seen or heard a plane* The plane* returned 
to the ship in Latitude 4° 88* South, Longitude 178° 08* Keel*

During the night the chip steamed’ north" and then 
east arriving at Latitude 8° 51* South, Longitude ITS® 15* 
West, at 0700 the 10th of July*

The SWAN had been directed upon arrival at Latitude 
South, Longitude 170° West to proceed to rendezvous with 

the COLORADO in Latitude 8° 10* South, Longitude 172® Feat 
at 1100 and to search in the vicinity of Canton Island en­
route* The planes wore launched at 0700 and proceeded to 
Sydney, Phoenix, Endorbury and Birnie Islands in the order, 
named, and at 1015 In latitude 8° South, Longitude 172° 2* 
West were recovered by the ship* Sydney was the only island 
which showed any signs of recent habitation and in appearance 
was much the same as Gardner Island* It had the usual shallow 
lagoon which in this case was largo enough for a seaplane to 
make a safe landing* Phoenix and Birnie Islands had the ap­
pearance of a lagoon, but the latter island being very mall* 
Enderbury had a lagoon but it was very shallow*

When the plates were recovered, the SWAY was taken 
alongside and refueled and provisioned* Upon completion of 
fueling the SWAB was directed to search in a northwest direction 
across^the open water north of the Phoenix Group enroute Lail* 
tude r South, Longitude ITS© West*
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The COLORADO at 1445 In Latitude 08° -OB* South, 
Longitude 175° - 45* West launched planes for a search to and of 
Canton Island* This island was located and carefully searched 
by the planes* Xt was the largest of any of the islands search­
ed, It’s lagoon was deeper than those of the other islands but 
was crossed with eoral reefs in such a manner that it would bo 
dangerous to land except at two places* one at each end of the 
island* At the western end there rennins the shacks and scaffold* 
Ing erected by the recent eclipse expidition* then the planes 
were recovered, the courao was set at 850w to take the COLORADO 
to a rendezvous at 0700, 12 July, with the destroyers approach* 
in# the search area with the LEXINGTON Group*

Upon fueling the destroyers the COLORADO was detached 
frost the search group and directed to return to the West Coast 
in order to debark the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
Students and Naval Reserve Officers* These students with the 
distinguished guests embarked for a south cruise, which extend* 
ed into a six weeks cruise, covering cany core alias than was 
expected at the tine of cobarkation, and crossing the equator 
twice* The fact of crossing the equator was not neglected by 
Kaptvans Bex and his court, although they postponed their visit - 
in order not to interfer with the operations in connection 
with the search* While they arrived aboard long after the 
COLORADO had crossed the Equator, the reception and initiation 
into the Reals of Septimus Rex was fittingly and properly con* 
ducted by Neptunus Rex and his court assisted by the Shellbacks 
for the benefit of the Pollywogs*

IC it is considered that the search area began with 
the position where the COLORADO fueled the ITASCA, 0C 
and ended with the position where the COLORADO fueled the de­
stroyers of the LEXlNaTON Group IX July it will bo found that 
the COLORADO s teamed 1240 miles, and that her plmnes flew 21*8 
hours each, 1808 miles each and that the COLORADO with her 
planes covered within the radius of visibility an area of 
25,490 square niles* Adding to this additional mileage to and 
fron Pearl Earbor to the Search Area the COLORADO steamed 8,900 •
miles and 320 hours, more than expected when the Naval Reserve 
Officers Training Corps Cruise oocsacnced*
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As this Is written ths LKXINQTOR Group is approaching 
the Search Area and will be able to conduct an extensive search 
over a large water area* * The COLORADO has* however, covered the 

bund area within a radius of 450 miles of Howland Island* and 
definitely ascertained that the Barhart plane is not on land 
within the region unless on an unknown, uncharted and unsighted
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Lexington Group,
U.S.3. Lexington, Flagship. 
Enroute Hawaiian Area.

20 July 1937.

From: Commander Lexington Group. \
To : The Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District.

Subject: Report of Earhart Search, forwarding.

Enclosures: (A) Annex "A”, Estimate and Decision, 
Comdcsron Two. .‘

' (B) Annex "B",Narrative of Search, Lexington Group.
(C) Annex ”C"; Aerological Data. I

■ (D) Annex ”D", Lexington Report of Earhart Search
Operations, ' ■

. (E) Appendix "A”, Chart Photostat - Earhart Flight 
Infomat ion, ■ .

. (F) Appendix "B", Chart Photostat - Tract Chart
Earhart Search, U.S.S. Lexington and attached 
aircraft. • . .

(G) Appendix "C", Chart Photostat - The Earhart 
Search )Showing tracks of all vessels 
participating). -

(H) Appendix ”D" - Photostats - Search Plan #1, 
and ^2,

(I) Appendix "E" - Earhart Search Plotting Shoot. ■

1. Annexes and appendices are submitted herewith as 
forming as complete a report as possible on operations of the 
Lexington group, consisting of Lexington with Aircraft Squadrons 
VS-2, VS-3, VS-4, VS-41, VT-2 and VB-4 embarked, of Commander 
Destroyer Division Three in Drayton, and Lamsonand Cushing, 
during the period 4 to 18 July, 1937, inclusive, and of search 
operations of the U.S.S, Swan and U.S.C.G. Itasca while 
serving under Commander Lexington Group during the period 
11-16 July 1937,

2,, An effort has been made to confine the substance of 
this report to matters of fact rather than opinion.

3. Track chart tracings are being forwarded under 
separate cover. - ‘

4. The performance of duty by all units concerned was 
excellent. /.

The expeditious and efficient services rendered by the 
Fourteenth Naval District, the Fleet Air Base, Commander Mincoraft 
and Commander Submarine Squadron Six in preparation for the 
search operations, are greatly appreciated,

S, Dowell
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'■ ESTIE-JE ATO DECISIONS

EARHART SEARCH

. MISSION?

To make the most effective search possible in 
order to locate Earhart plane, or rubber boat, and 
personnel.

INFORMATION:

NOTE: All times used herein are Greenwich Civil,

KNOVN F^TS: .

1. That Standard Lockheed Electra low wing land monoplane, 
No, X-16020, took off from Lae, New Guinea, latitude 146° 

, 55* E, longitude 6° 45’ S at 0000 GOT 2 July, 1937, bound 
for Howland Island, latitude 0° 50’ N, longitude 176° 41’ 
W. Pilot: Amelia Earhart Putnam; navigator: Fred Noonan, 
expecting to arrive in 18 hours.

2, That thv plane’s color was dural, with orange trim.

3. That a two man rubber life boat, life bolts, flares and 
omorgonoy water and rations wore carried,

4. Rubber boat had a pair of oars and could be kept afloat 
by patching material and hand pump,

5. That the plane was equipped with radio capable of trans­
mission and reception on 500 KCS, 3105 KGS, and 6210 KCS; 
assigned call letters "KHAQQ." %

6. That the take-off from Lao was delayed awaiting a time tick 
and repairing broken fuel linoj

7. That the plane was equipped with an orange box kito to bo 
flown ns distress signal, and by means of which an omorgonoy

' antenna might be carried to a moderate height.

8. That the distance from Lao to Howland is 2227 nautical 
miles.

9. That the plane was filled with 1100 gallons of gasoline prior 
to departure.

10. That the piano’s economical air speod was 130 knots.

ll. That it’s range in still air at this speod, with optimum 
carburetor adjustment was 3120 nautical milos, or an 
endurance of 24 hours at 45.8 gallons por hour.

12. That the piano’s range in still air at S3 gallons por hour 
for 20.5 hours was 2719 nautical miles.



*13* That tho distance covered at average ground speed 
105 knots in 20.5 hours would bo 2152 nautical miles.

14. That tho distance oovorod at avorago ground spood 120
knots in 20.5 hours would bo 2460 nautical milos.

15. That tho plane’s position at 0720 GOT was givon ns
4° 33’ S, 159° 06* oast, putting it on it’s courso at 
111 knots ground speed. This was tho only oomplote 
position report roooivod.

16, That the following woathor forecast was roooivod by the 
navigator prior departure Lao: "Lae to 165° E: winds

. ' ESE 12-15; 165° to 175°: ENE 18; 175° E to Howland;
ENE 15 and squalls to be detoured.”

17. That the following messages were received from the plane:

0720, to Lae: Position report lat. 04-33.5 S, long. 
• 159° 07’ W. •

1030 Nauru Island heard "A ship in sight ahead.” 
1418 Itasca began receiving incomplete messages on 
agreed schedules. No answers to questions put to 
Earhart. No positions given. No success in attempted 
radio bearings by Itasca, and no apparent success by 
Earhart. • . ■ '
1745 :’200 miles out;" .
1816 "100 milos out, coming up (fast)."
1912 "one-half hour fuel and no landfall (position 

' doubtful) 4*! .
1928 ’’Circling trying to pick up Island."
2013 "Line of position 157-337" (no reference point givon). 

' 2025 "157-337 heading north and south?

18. That tho Ontario was stationed in latitude 3° S, 
longitude 165° E. . '

19. That tho SS Myrtlebank was in approximate latitude 
1° 40* S, longitude 166° 45* E.

20. That thq Itasca was stationed immediately to north­
eastward of Howland.

21. That morning of 2 July Itasca was laying a heavy smoke 
screen which hung for hours.

22. That tho strength of radio signals in Itasca was 
greatest at 1926.

23. GCT sunrise, Howland, on 2 July was 1745.

24. That the plane would float with empty gas tanks, if 
undamaged.

25. That tho plane*# normal radio power supply was so 
located that it could not have boon used with plane 
on tho water* .

. ' -2- , . ' . ‘ '
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26. Morning of 2 July visibility to south of Hovland 
was excellent# Ho^vy clouds were about 20 olios 
northwest. Surface Hinds SHE 6, shifting to ESS 16# .

PROBABILITIES ARISING FROM RUMOR OR REASONABLE ASSUMPTIONS

1. That the piano was equipped with an emergency radio set 
that could be operated from battery power supply#

2. . That life saving equipment was stowed in the tail.

5# . That the color of the lifeboat was yellow#

44 That tho plane had one side door and no oscapo hatch in 
■ top.

5# That gasoline stowage was in tanks in tho passenger 
compartment, and that gasoline was pumped by hand to 
two 50 gallon gravity tanks in tho wings.

6. That tho following summarized weather forecast, received 
at Lae, as tho piano was taking off, and lator 
transmitted to tho piano throe times, was received: 
’’Accurate forecast difficult account lack of reports: 
conditions average - no major storms; dangerous local 
rain squalls 300 miles oast of L o and soattorod heavy 
showers remainder of route; winds ESE 25 to Ontario then 
E to ENE 20 to Howland."

7# That the following weather conditions wore encountered 
, in flight: .

(a) Ontario ENE force 3 (0700 GOT) SE force 3
. • (1900 GOT).

(b) Howland Island (2300 GGT 1st (pre-start)

0 INE 14 3000 ENE 24 6000 INE 30
’ . 1000 , ENE 18 4000 ENE 26 7000 ENE 30

2000 INE 19 5000 ENE 30 8000 ENE 31

• That the altitude at which tho plane flow would havo 
depended upon woathor conditions and the desire to 
ostimato drift or pick up a landfall, and cannot bo

■ judged. ■ . . .

• That tho navigator was competent and experienced.

• That at about 1030 tho piano passed tho Ontario giving a
ground speed of 106 or tho Myrtlobank giving a ground 
speed of 118 knots#

• That at 1928 tho piano passed closest to tho Itasca and 
" within 100 miles, after a run of 2050 to 2350 milos#



• 12, That at 53 gallons por hour tho piano made 140 knots 
, in still air.

• 13. That tho piano landed on on uncharted reof or island,
, or on tho water, within 300 milos of Howland.

. 14. That tho piano would float with engines nearly
• submerged, with wings nearly submerged, with fuselage 

partly submerged, and with tall surfaces out of tho
. water. ■

15# That tho Itasca.first reported to Howland by semaphore 
that plane was NW of island and had evidently missed it

• (res gostao). .

16. That at 2030 tho plane landed northwest of Howland.

C. CONDITIONS DETERMINED FROM SAILING DIRECTIONS OR SY EXPERIENCE:

1. . That tho prevailing winds are easterly, 10 knots.

2. , That tho average current in tho area to north and wost
.. of Howland Island is northwest, | knot (oxporioncod by 

Loxlngton)•

3. That thoourront in tho vicinity of Bakor Island is 
westerly, about 20 milos por day.

4. . That the current in tho southern Gilberts is south­
westerly about 1| knots.

5. That tho current in tho middle Gilberts is westerly, 
about 2 knots. '

6. That the current in tho northern Gilberts is north­
' westerly, about 1^ knots. '

7. That about latitude 4° north is the boundary botwoon 
tho southern equatorial current, flowing westerly, 
and the counter-equatorial current, which begins to 
form near tho Gilberts, flowing easterly.

8. That along this boundary there are apt to bo circular 
currents and areas in which floating objects would 
accumulate. .

9. That with tho plane nearly submerged and tailing with
. the wind, tho wind resistance would be small and the

. underwater drag groat, so that the current effect would 
bo groat.

10. That the currents given by the sailing directions were 
- compiled from data obtained largely by sailing 

mariners, and the wind effect, included in current 
estimates by all mariners, would hence be fully \ 
accounted for by this data. .
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11. That a rubber boat would bo most greatly affeotod in 
its drift by tho surface wind, rogardloss of water 

. current,

12. That with a rubber boat, tho chances of rowing across 
wind sufficiently to make land would bo excellent for 
a boat starting 100 milos or more to tho eastward 
of tho Gilberts, provided navigational equipment wa.i 
available.

D. POSSIBILITIES ARISING FROM RUMOR AND REPORTS;

1. On 3 July plane gave distress call and gave position 
1.6 and 179, north or south and east or west unreported 
Coast Guard San Francisco Headquarters give orodibility 
to this report. z

2. That tho piano was down on water north of Howland as 
indicated by radio test arranged through station KGMB.

3. On 3 July plane reported down 225 miles NNW Howland and 
said something about "Putnam —- fly kite."

4* HMS Achilles on 3 July heard dashes made by transmitter 
other that'Itasca's in response to request by Itasca 
for dashes.

5. Radio bearings, 4 July: ~

Mokapu 213° 10° (very doubtful) " •
, Wako 144° 10° (doubtful, passes through Tutuila,

• Samoa. .
Howland 347° true (approximate).

6. Rocksprings, Wyoming, reported plane on a roof, south­
oast of Howland Island.

7. Extremely doubtful report ”281 north Howland drifting 
northwest" whether milos or degrees, and whether plane 
with relation to Howland or vioo versa not known 
(6 July).

8. Report from Melbourne signed "Kirkby" "Plano between 
■ Howland Samoa group ton hours west" (8 July)..

9. Freitas of Yreka roportod Mrs. Putnam's voioo saying 
■ "Plane on roof 200 milos directly south of Howland,

both okay, ono wing broken" (8 July late).



,10 . Mrs. Noc^n stated Noonan would tumQaok if in dqubt.,

11. Additional roportod positions: 176° and 1°.6; 213 miles 
WNW; 173 W - 5 3 Island Jesus in vicinity, also island 
nameloss on course further north 171 W 3 S (9 July).

12. George Palmer Putnam requested on 15 July scorch of 
170° E, 0° 9* north, evidently reasoned for 2 knots 
drift from Howland duo west.

Ill EARHART PLANE*3 MISSION: To land safely on Howland Island 
before exhaust!on of fuel supply.

TV COURSES OF ACTION OPEN TO EARHART PLAUE:

A. ALTITUDE: ;

1. To fly close to the water in order to take advantage 
of reduced headwinds and to obtain frequent drift 
observations and correct course accordingly.

2. To fly at a moderate altitude, descending as necessary 
to sight station ships and landfalls.

3. To fly at high altitudes, correcting course by frequent 
celestial observations, to increase fuol economy.

Number 3 is tho most likely method.

B. COURSE:

1. To correct course according to drift observations at 
low altitude.

2. To head to southward of course as far as longitude 
165° E, then to head for Objective in accordance with 
weather forecast received.

3. To deliberately ovor-corroot to southward with tho 
intention of running up a morning longitude lino of 
position through the objective.

4. To deliberately ovor-corroot to northward with tho 
intention of running down a morning longitude line of 
position through the objective.

In view of the difficulty in sighting Howland toward the 
eastward in early morning, of which Noonan must have been 
well aware, it seems most probable that he took either tho 
course of action specified in 3 or in 4 above. Of those tho 
formor had tho advantage of bringing tho plane oloso to tho 
Phoenix group in oaso of early shortage of gas, but tho 
disadvantage of winding up over tho open soa if Howland was 
missod. Tho latter had tho advantage of bringing tho piano 
ovor tho Phoenix group if Howland was missed, but tho 
disadvantage of being ovor the open soa in ease of premature 
gas shortage.

>• <»•«!&,». . ^ ' ' ■ -/ v*-. . ;t-;..A--'''$\i. .,vi''^k^^'&.'vAU^^.-^i^^^s&tfUii^'s®^
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Tho following indications point to adoption of tho former 
course:

1. Tho piano was evidently in position to obtain 
■ observations during tho oarly morning.

2. Visibility to tho southward was oxcollont end tho 
Itasca’s smoko plume could have boon soon 40 olios 
or more, whoroas heavy clouds lay to tho northward.

3. The Itasca’s first estimate of position was northwest.

0. SPEED ■

1. To run at speed higher than the economical speed, 130 
knots, in order to arrive expeditiously and reduce 
tho chances of bad judgement induced by fatigue.

2. To run at tho economical spood, 130 knots, to provide 
a maximum factor of safoty.

3. To run bolow tho economical spood in order not to 
approach the objective until well After sunrise.

■ Of those, tho seoond is oonsidorod far tho
. most probable.

Tho plane evidently turned between 1900 and 1930 
and at 110 knots thoso timos would give runs of 
2090 and 2145 nautical miles along tho oourso - 
somewhat short of objootlvo.

M. MOST PROBABLE ACTION OF PLANE

It is most probable that:

1. The plane cruised at economical spood at a moderate 
. altitude laying course botwoon Howland and tho

• Phoenix Islands.

2. That navigational flxos wore reasonable frequent but 
somewhat in error.

3. That radio bearings wore inaoourato or impossible duo 
to atmospherics and to tho recognized inherent 
limitations of high frequency direction finders.

, 4. That the piano’s gas supply was slightly diminished 
either by a look or by non-oconomical adjustment of 
tho carburetor.

• S. That headwinds stronger than expected wore experienced.

- / y»^r;xm«w»«*’^*l*iss**»^'^'"'sw*^
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6. That at about 1900, while somewhat short of its 
objective, tho piano turned and headed northward on a 
line of position run forward from celestial observation 
about 1700, passing nearest Howland Island at 1928 
after a 65 mile run, and, at about this time, began to 
circle looking for the island.

7. That at about 2000 the pilot announced the directio; 
but not the reference point for a line of position she 
was running on, evidently believing it to run through 
tho island, and began running north and south across 
this line near the point at which her navigator 
believed the island to be.

8. That at about 2030 the plane landed on the sea to tho 
northwest of Howland Island, within 120 miles of the 

' Island.

g OTHER COURSES OF ACTION OF PLANE;

It is possible also that:

1. The plane flow beyond the Island.

2. Tho plane headed south past tho Island.

3. The piano landed on a reef or island either charted 
‘ , or uncharted. . _____

TOTAL REASONABLE AREA IN WHICH PLANE MIGHT BE

DATE ___________ PROBABLE , .,_____________MOST PROBABLE
2 July 360,000 Sq.

13 July 720;000 " " 163,200 * *
18 July 864,000 " " 211,200 " *

TO OWN LIMITATIONS:

• 1. Number limitations:

■ Available: Carrier Group, Swan and Itasca. (Colorado 
ordered detached immediately upon our

. . arrival.

• 2. Fuel limitations:

Set by Navy Department. Tho Lexington is tho controlling 
• factor, as it was dirootod sho should roturn to San Diogo 

.'• from soarch area without rofuoling. This nooossarily
- limits her speed and that of the entire Earhart Search 

Group, as the plane guards Drayton, Lamson and Cushing 
and the Swan and Itasca will have to fuel from her if 
they do not practice strict fuel economy.

3. Area per day possible consistently under fuel 
limitations: ,
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(a) Carrier Group 28,800 square miles.

(b) Itasca (assuming 10 mile front) 1320 square miles.

' (o) Swan (assuming 10 mile front) 1000 square miles.

4. Total number of days possible:

(a) Carrier Group 13th to 19th - seven (201,600 sq.mi).

(b) Itasca 11th to 17th - seven (9,240 sq.mi).

(c) Swan 11th to 20th - ton (10,000 sq.mi).

5. Total number of square miles under imposed limitations 
220,840. • . ■ • .

6. Weather limitations: Frequent squalls which reduce 
visibility and at times make carrier aircraft 
oporations over-hazardous.

ASSULFTIONS: • \

1. That the plane landed on water or on an uncharted roof 
■ within 120 miles of the most probable landing point,

23 miles nerthwost of Howland Island.

2. That, if on the wator, the plane drifted between the 
, limits northwest 3/4 knot and duo west 1| knots.

S COURSES OF ACTION OPEN TO US:

1. To systematically search the most probable area in a • 
westerly direction so as to overtake a drifting plane, 
and so fit our potential search area as to host cover 
this area, considering its southern sector as having

' been adequately covered by Colorado and her aircraft 
and by Itasca and Swan. '

8. To cover tho most probable area including its southern 
sector, considering earlier search to tho southward 
Ineffective, and thus necessarily sacrifice some of tho 
northerly or westerly area.

3. To search to tho host of our ability tho widely 
separated and romoto areas mentioned in many conflicting 
reports# •

< «.<1^» ,- ...^.^ ;....;»..*■■. ..<^M,*-.^t..>WW.A‘’,W«W»^l"^«’^’^'«""'"^','^~-'-,“*,"«"^^



X DECISION; . • '

, To make tho most offoctivo possible search with all available, 
forces by:

1. Requesting that Colorado complete search to southeastward, 
Including Phoenix group, prior 11 July, then fuel 
dostroyors on 12 July; ' , .

2; Using Swan and Itasca for westward swoop, including 
thorough search of Gilbert group and maximum probable 
drift limit;

3. Using Lexington group to its maximum sustained capacity 
for an intensive search from oast to west covering tho 
above defined most probable, area except tho southeastern 
sector;

in order to locate tho Earhart plane, or rubber boat, and 
personnel.



’ • ■ NARRATIVE OF EARHART SEARCH t " t

1. PREPARATION? .

At about noon, 3 July, the Navy Department directed the 
Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Fleet, to hold an aircraft carrier 
in readiness, to have It fuel, and to make all necessary 
preparations for proceeding to the vicinity of Howland Island 
for the purpose of conducting a thorough search for Mrs. Amelia 

. Earhart Putnam, her navigator Captain Fred Noonan, and the 
expensive laboratory-equipped plane.

In turn the Commander-in-Chlef directed Commander Aircraft, 
battle Force, to detail an aircraft carrier for this duty and to 
have it ready to proceed on four hours notice.

Commander Aircraft, Battle Force detailed the carrier 
Lexington, plus the scouting squadrons of carriers, and advised 
the Lexington, Rigel and Naval Air Station at North Island to 
m?ke the necessary preparations. The Lexington left Santa 
Barbara at 4:00 p.m., 3 July and arrived at San Diogo at 11:00 
p.m., of the samo date.

The evening of 3 July, the Navy Department directed the 
Cormandor-in-Chief to assign four long range destroyers to 
acoo.-oany the Lexington. At 10:00 p.m., 3 July, the Chief 
of s .-ff, Destroyers Scouting Forco, called a conference of 
no—Anding officers on board the Whitney to determine which 
vossols were best suited for the search duty. Commander 
Scouting Force nominated the destroyers Lamson, Drayton, Hull 
urd Worden. A short time later Commander Destroyers, Scouting 
Forco recommended the substitution of tho Cushing and Porkins 
in place of tho Hull and Worden, in order to prevent the 
interruption of force gunnery schools. Tho Cushing and Perkins 
wore then onroute from the Puget Sound area to San Diogo to 
join tho squadron. Tho Cushing and Perkins wore officially •
detailed for this duty and were dlroctod by Commander Destroyers,
Scouting Force to put in at San Podro, fuel and provision to
capacity and to await orders. A short time later the Cushing

, and Porkins wore directed by Commander Destroyers, Scouting 
Forco to proceed, upon completion of fueling and provisioning, 
and join Commander Destroyer Squadron Two in Lamson off Coronado 
Roads. .

Upon notification that four destroyers would bo required to 
accompany tho Lexington, and when it was determined which 
destroyers would leave, an effort was made to recall tho crows. 
Tho Lamson’s crew was on board in viow of tho faot that sho had 
tho ready duty. Muiy of tho Drayton's crow wore missing and 
could not bo looatod. Commandor Destroyers, Scouting Forco 
supplied tho necessary signalmon and radiomen. However, tho 
Drayton sailed about 40 mon short of her allowance, mostly in 
soamen and firemen ratings.

- 1 -



Tho Lexington ft San Pedro for Coronado iads at 6:48 
a.m.; 4 Jhly, and arrived at 10:47 a.m. , •

In tho foronoon of 4 July, tho Commnndor-ln-Chiof dirootod 
Commandor Doetroyor Squadron Two to take command of tho • 
Loxington Group, consisting of tho Loxington, Lamson, Drayton, 
Porkins and Cushing, and, when in all rospocts ready, to proceed 
to assist in Earhart search, cooperating with Commandant 
Fourteenth Naval District, tho Colorado and Itasca. .

At 11:45 a.m., 4 July, Commander Destroyer Squadron Two 
In Lamson and tho Drayton mot tho Lexington in Coronado Roads. 

\.crunander Destroyer Squadron Two shifted his broad command 
pennant to the Lexington and assumed command of the Lexington 
Group.

Orders were then issued by Commander Destroyer Squadron 
^o to Cushing and Perkins to report when ready and proceed via 
.rort-jot route to rendezvous with Loxington Group.

•By orders of the Commander-In-Chief, Mr. Paul Brook, 
Representing the International Nows Service, came on board.

At 1300 4 July, the Drayton and Lnmson got underway from 
Cerziado Ro da for rendezvous, and tho Lexington to take aboard 
b? p.ancs from North Island. Tho Southard and Chandler were 
acting as plane guards. A total of 63 officers and 311 enlisted 
non wore received aboard tho Loxington from North Island. 
Clxty planes landed safely, but two wore unable to got their 
Locks down and were directed to roturn to North Island, complete 
Repairs and roturn to the Lexington. They Landed nt North 
Island at 1445, completed repairs and returned to the Lexington 
at 1530.

The two destroyers acting as plane guard were released at 
1530. The Chandler was recalled at 1550 in order to transport 
Lieutenant (jg) George Leland to Son Diego for treatment at 
the Naval Hospital. He had become seriously ill with gastric 
ulcer. -

- At 1500 Cushing and Perkins reported ready and were authorized 
to make 28 knots in joining up. Enroute, the Porkins, at 1730, 
4 July, developed serious vibrations in tho port high pressure 
turbino, and reported that sho was unablo to oxoood 17 knots. 
Sho was dirootod by Commander Destroyer Squadron Two to proceed 
to Son Diogo and go alongside tho Whitnoy for nocossary repairs.

At 1910 Commander Destroyer Squadron Two in Loxington, 
Commander Destroyer Division Throe in Drayton, Lnmson and -
Cushing rendezvoused ten miles south of China Point, San Clemente, 
and departed for Lahaina Roads, speed 23 knots. Tho Cushing 
was temporarily assigned to Destroyer Division Throe for 
tnotionl purposes.

Commander Aircraft, Battle Force requested that tho Loxington 
bo fueled at Lahaina, and tho Commondor-ln-Ohlof so dirootod.



At 1910 4 July, Commander Dostroyor Squadron Two advisod tho 
Command".nt Fourtoonth Naval District that tho Loxington Group 
was procooding to fuol at Lahaina Ronds. At 2135 information 
was rocoivod from Commandant Fourtoonth Naval District that 
ono oil bargo of 155,000 gallon capacity was tho only moans for 
delivering fuol at Lahaina Ronds. During tho night of 4-5 
July Commander Dostroyor Squadron Two ascortainod that tho 
U.S.S. Remap© was onrouto to Guam, Marianns Islands. Hor 
position was dotorminod from weather reports. It was also 
detorminod that by changing hor course within a fow hours 
for Lahaina Ronds sho would arrive simultaneously with tho 
Lexington. At 0940 5 July, Commander Destroyer Squadron Two .
requested of tho Commandor-in-Chiof by priority despatch tho 
practicability of tho Ramapo operating temporarily with tho 
Loxington Group for fueling. Tho Commandor-in-Chiof conferred 
with Commander Base Force and was advised that tho scheme seemed 
practicable but that tho Ramapo was oporating dirootly under 
tho Chief of Naval Operations and tho Commandor-in-Chiof, 
Asiatic Float. Tho Commandor-in-Chiof, U. S. Float, requested 
ihe Chief of Naval Operations to assign the Ramapo to this duty 
and also requested that a reply be sent direct to Commander 
Destroyer Squadron Two (See CINCUS 0005-1310 of July). During 
the day tho feasibility of using destroyers to transport fuel 
to tho Loxington was oonsidorod. This was found to bo 
imriracticablo bocauso of slow pumping rate of destroyers, the 
si . ?.l hoses available, impossibility of Loxington taking suction 
wl^e hor pumps and tho necessity for at least throe trips for 
each dostroyor. (Destroyers’ fuol cap city is 143,000 gallons 
each, ostimatod pumping rate 5,000 gallons por hour). At 1839 
no reply having boon rocoivod from tho Chief of Naval Operations 
relative to tho Ramapo, and in viow of tho urgonay of tho ‘
situation and tho nocossity for tho Ramapo rocoiving immediate 
orders, Radio Washington was askod by priority oporator’s signal 
to advise time of delivery of CINCUS despatch 0005-1310.to 
Chief of Naval Operations. Roply was then rocoivod to tho offoct 
that action would bo taken at tho beginning of office hours 
Tuesday. After on exchange of messages with tho Commandant 
Fourteenth Naval District, it was dotorminod that, as a last 
resort, it would bo feasible to take tho Loxington into Poarl 
Harbor for fueling provided thoro was no appreciable wind. 
Howovor, this was not considered prudent until completion of 
further contemplated dredging. .

At 0945 6 July (Washington time) tho Ramapo was issuod the 
nccossary orders to proceed to Lahaina Roads for tho purpose of 
fueling tho Loxington, roplonish fuol thus dolivorod from supply 
at Poarl Harbor, and than proceed to Guam.

Tuesday night 6 July, provision and stores orders for 
Lexington and accompanying destroyers were summarized and sent 
by despatch to Commandant Fourteenth Naval District. Motion 
pictures were requested for the destroyers, who had left on 
too short notice to take care of this detail, but hone were 
available at Pearl Harbor.



Arrangements were made with the Commandant, Fourteenth Naval 
District to have the Loxington prooood to Lahaina Roads, await x 
the arrival of the Rfmapoj fuol from hor, and Ionvo as soon 
thereafter as practicable, end for destroyers Drayton, Lamson 
and Cushing to proceed to Pearl Harbor for fueling and 
provisioning, and to take on previsions and stores for the 
Lexington. A conforonco with the Commandant was requested for 
Thursday aftornoon. The Loxington arrived at Lahaina Roads 
at 1146 8 July. The Loxington Group made good 23| knots during 
passage Coronado Roads to Lahaina.

Commander Destroyer Division Throe with the destroyers was 
directed at 0800 to prooood indopondontly and arrived at Pearl 
"■.rbor at 1430 8 July. Destroyers fueled and provisioned to 
oatreity.• Tho Drayton rocolvod 97,958 gallons of fuol, the 
Lamson 93,836 and tho Cushing 96,693. Approximately sovon tons 
of stores woro divided among tho throo destroyers for delivery 
to the Loxington at Lahaina Roads. 1

At 12:10 p.m., 8 July, tho Avocot wont alongside Loxington 
for tho purpose of delivering 10,600 gallons of aviation gasoline 
ani aomo necessary aircraft engine spares from the Fleet Air 
3\3e, Pearl Harbor.

Previous arrangements having been made, immediately upon 
err - al of the Loxington at Lahaina, Commander Destroyer 
Sj -on Two, the Commanding Offioor of tho Loxington and two 
o fioer assistants embarked in patrol plane furnished by tho 
j_oet Air B so and proooodod to Pearl H rbor for conference with 
Commandant Fourteenth Naval District. Tho conforonco was also 
attended by Commander Dcstroyor Division Throe, Commander 
Ninocraft, Battlo Force, and tho Commanding Offioor of tho Fleet 
Air Base, Poarl H rbor. Information relative to tho search was 
obtained and instructions were received. Commander Destroyer 
S -uadroh Tsu embarked at 1800 in Lamson for passage to Lahaina 
Roads.

At 1830 8 July, the L mson and Drayton completed fueling and 
loft Pearl Harbor for Lahaina. Tho Cushing remained at Pearl 
H. rbor in order to complete minor voyago repairs. While at 
Pearl Harbor, tho Commandant Fourteenth Naval District ordered 
20 soamen, 20 firomon and 1 chief pharmacist’s onto transferrod 
to tho Drayton for temporary duty during search operations.

At 2000 8 July, tho Cushing left Poarl Harbor for Lahaina.

At 0100 9 July, the Drayton and Lamson, with Commander - 
Destroyer Squadron Two and staff embarked, arrived at Lahaina# 
and Commander Destroyer Squadron Two and staff reembarked in 
Loxington, At 0300,Cushing arrived Lahaina Roads,

At 0688 9 July tho Ramapo arrived, and fueling of tho 
Loxington was oommoncod immediately.

At 0630 Loxington took aboard stores from dostroyors. At tho 
samo time sho exohangod movie programs with tho dostroyors.



By Authority of tho Bureau of Navigation, Mr. Earl M. Welty, 
of tho Associated Press and Mr. Charles Mounce, of tho United 
Proas embarked in Loxington.

At 1000 conference of Commander Destroyer Squadron Two, 
Commander Destroyer Division Throe, destroyer commanding officers 
and communication officers, and tho aircraft department of tho 
Lexington was held in the Lexington.

At 1030 the Commanding Officer of tho Loxington and officer 
assistant returned from Pearl Harbor by patrol plane.

At 1145 9 July, tho destroyers Drayton, Lamson and Cushing 
got underway for the purpose of calibrating direction finders 
kA Lahaina Roads, whi.\o tho Loxington transmitted on 725 KOSi 
limos of complotion: Drayton 1357, Cushing 1427, Larason 1431*

• .'< ■.: ii.^.i^^ .rau^uyteudMu^wK^mumas^^

At 1456 9 July, fueling of Lexington was completed, 
Loxington received 903,784 gallons from the Raraapo.

At 1515 9 July, tho Loxington got underway for tho search 
oroa in vicinity of Howland Island, accompanied by Drayton, 
Laus^n and Cushing.

The timely arrival of tho Ramapo and tho prompt accomplishment 
of repairs to Cushing.and expeditious dolivory of fuel and 
provisions to dostroyors by Fourteenth Naval District activities 
xeduced tho time necessary to bo spent in the Hawaiian aroa 
to a mininum. This permitted the search to bogin promptly as 
planned.

At 1630 9 July, Commander Destroyer Division Three-was 
directed by Commander Destroyer Squadron Two to take command of 
the destroyers, and, upon signal, proceed and rendezvous with tho 
Colorado in latitude 5$ 50*  N, longitude 173° 15’ W, at 0700 
zono plus 11$ time on Monday, 12 July, for tho purpose of 
fueling. Upon completion of fueling dostroyors wore to proceed 
indopondontly to take station for search operations arriving by 
0600, 13 July. At 1830 9 July, signal was sent directing 
execution of tho above.

Tho spood of tho Loxington was sot at 18 knots. At 1600 
9 July, incronsod speed to 19 knots in order to roach point of 
origin - latitude 2-30 N, longitude 177 W - at daybreak on 13 July.

Tho following deppatch was roooivod from Commandant Fourteenth 
Naval District on 11 July 1937: 0011 COMDESRON TWO TAKE CHARGE OF 
UNITS IN SEARCH AREA PERIOD SEARCH OF PHOENIX GROUP AREA 
CONSIDERED COMPLETED PERIOD UPON COMPLETION FUELING DESTROYERS 
COLORADO RELEASED SEARCH DUTY AND PROCEED PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED 
DUTIES FOLLOWING ITINERARY SUBMITTED COLORADO DESPATCH THE 
NINTH 0945. .

’ ■ . - 5 - . ■



tasst's"

o o

II. CONDUCT OF SEARCH BY COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON TWO;

At 1210 11 July, SWAN and ITASCA were directed to continue 
existing assignments until further orders and make routine 
reports.

During the conference with Commandant Fourteenth Naval 
District on 9 July, the possible necessity for search of the • 
Gilbert Islands, British Territory, was considered. On 10 July, 
Commandant Fourteenth Naval District requested the Navy 
Department to obtain authority for an aircraft search of ; __  
those islands. The estimate of the Earhart plane’s probable­
locution put her somewhere in an area including the Gilberts, 
i.j, on 11 July, Command sr Destroyer Squadron Two specifically 
requested of Commandant Fourteenth Naval District authority 
for search of that area. Plans were laid for search of the area 
bounded by latitudes 3° N and 1° S. between longitudes 175° 30* 
and 178° 30* W and from latitude 3° 40’ N to latitude 1° 40* S, 
’t^ween longitude 1780 30* w and 17 5° 30* E by Lexington aircraft 
uni for search of individual Islands of Gilbert Group by the 
V-anca and Swan. Itasca and Swan were directed at 2240 11 July, 
jo Aij course for Arorai and Onoatoa Islands respectively#

Or 12 July, the destroyers Lomeon, Cushing and Drayton made 
ry-hb^vous with Colorado and fueled. Tho length of time required 
io? . .cling of each destroyer, and tho amounts received by each 
.-•j a.9 follows:

Lamson Timo 2.3 hours Amount 44,404 gallons
Cushing Timo 1,7 hours Amount 41,499 gallons
Drayton Time 2.5 hours Amount 42,361 gallons

Tho Lexington’s noon position on 12 July, latitude 6° 14* 45" 
N, longitude 173° 07* 15" W, course 228, speed 19 knots. Tho 
speed of the Lexington wns reduced to 18 knots at 1015.

Tho Itasca continued soaroh In direction of Arorai Island 
on course 267° T, speed about 12 knots. Noon position latitude 
2° 33* S, longitude 179° 24’ East. Visability about 15 miles. 
The Itasca was duo to arrive off Arorai about 0100, zono plus 
11| timo. Commandant Fourteenth Naval District was advised 
that tho Itasca could roach Arorai on tho morning of tho 13th, 
and was roquostod to obtain tho necessary authority as soon as 
possible.

Tho Colorado completed fueling dostroyors about 1530 (zone 
time plus 11| hours) and was then released from Earhart soaroh 
Group to carry out remainder of her itinerary in connection with 
tho Naval Reserves.

The destroyers proo ood ©tl • tb ’take* plant guard stations’.in 
accordance with Soaroh Plan No. 2 (Annex B), to arrive about 
0600 13 July. Point of origin 2° 30* N, longitude 177 W. 
Cushing carrier plane guard, Lamson right flank guard. .

- 6 - .
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At 1800 12 Ju1 f, the Drayton reported cavity to throttle 
valve of her port,ligh pressure turbine due w throttle disc of 
balance piston apparently backing off. This casualty roducod ’ 
the spood of the Drayton’s port engine to r.p.m., for 19 knots. 
The adverse weather conditions somewhat slowed up the fueling 
of destroyers and prevented the Drayton, which fueled last, from 
reaching station promptly 60 miles on port beam of Lexington 
as originally ordered in Search Plan No. 2. She was directed 
to lay course for Howland Island at speed of 19 knots to save 
distance and conserve fuel. By so doing she was able to reach 
the area of aircraft operations and was plane guard on Tuesday, 
13 July as scheduled.

In the evening of 12 July the Navy Department advised that 
the State Department had been requested to make necessary 
diplomatic arrangements for aircraft search of the Gilberts. The 
Commandant Fourteenth Naval District informed the Navy Department 
that immediate authority was necessary because of fuel 
considerations. At midnight 12-13 July, the Itasca was directed 
to keep clear of the Islands until a visit was authorized. 
AC 0600 13 July the necessary authority was obtained.

. ■ On the morning of 13 July, tho Swan was searching as 
directed from a point 2° S 180° toward Onotoa Island, Gilberts, 
at most economical speed. At 0710 she was directed to proceed 

..mediately to Nukunau, 'Peru, Tapeteuea and Nonuti Islands in 
jy -ch of Earhart plane, conserving fuel, and be prepared to 
- n*^ czvous with Lexington at 1500, 17 July in 1° S, 177° E.

■ On 13 July the Itasca was searching vicinity of Arorai Island. 
At 0700 she was directed to search Arorai immediately, followed 
by Tamana and Onotoa, then proceed to northwest and north on 
western side of Gilberts group investigating Nonuti, Kuria, 
Maiana, Apia, Taritnri and Maraki, and obtaining available • 
information at Tarawa, conserving fuel and reporting progress, 
and to bo prepared to rendezvous with Lexington as noted for 
Swan., • ■ . ' ' .

On 13 July tho Itasca soarchod Arorai and Tamana Islands 
and vicinity. Residents wore contacted at Arorai and stated that 
they did not hoar tho plane nor had thoy soon any ovidonco of 
wreckage. Tho Itasca, by my 0013-1910 was ordorod to proceed 
to Kuria-Apamamn Islands in tho Gilbert group; thonco northward 
conducting comploto search of uninhabited and such search of 
inhabited, isl^ds GA .doomed, Dccassajy,. arriving at Taritarl 
I* July. According to tho Sailing Diroctions all islands of tho 
Gilbert group aro inhabited; Tarawa and Taratari are port? of 
entry; that tho District Government Headquarters la located at 
Taratarl-, but it was found to bo located at Tarawa.

Tho Swan was directed by my 0013-1835 to search Nukunau, 
Peru, Onotoa, Taputoouoa and Nonuti Islands by tho Into 
afternoon of tho 16th. . . . ,

Tho above routes by the Itasca nnd Swan would make a comploto 
search of the Gilbert group by surface craft. It might.be possible 
that Mrs. Putnam and her navigator might have drifted to or 
landed on an island in this group, the prevailing current being 
westerly and wind 682. •
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It was determined that the Itasca and could reach

Honolulu without refueling upon completion of their search of the 
Gilberts. This was verified by both vessels, the Itasca 
including Howland Island returning to Honolulu on her route. 
In the event it was found necessary to further include either 
of those two vessels in the search, their schedules wore planned 
to facilitate a rendezvous with the Lexington on 16 or 17 July 

, for rofuoling.

• The Loxington reached point of origin latitude 2-30 IT, .
longitude 177 W at 0636 13 July - which time was designated 
as zero hour for commonoomont of operations. Sixty pianos 
wore launched to search in east and west directions as indicated 
Ln Search Plan No. 2. First plane left ship at 6:16 a.m., 
.nd last plane was recovered at 10:18 a.m.

Heavy rains and squalls interfered with morning search by 
kircraft. In the afternoon 27 planes were launched at 1303 
; last, plane took off at 1310), but operations were abandoned 
due to bad flying conditions and the planes were ordered to 

■ land aboard the carrier. At 1356 the planes returned aboard 
•the last plane was landed at 1411). Tho approximate area 
.-^-wona latitude 2° 50* N and 1* 5” S and between longitude 
17HC 35* W Ond 178° 10’ W was covered with tho exception of the 
vomeaiato vicinity of Hopland which was obscured by heavy 

. ^ains.- ■

At tho end of flight operations, tho Lexington procoodod 
fj • position latitude 1° 20’ S, longitude 180° to commence 
flight operations on the morning of 14 July.

‘ On 14 July tho Itasca was searching onrouto Kuria group,
consisting of Kuria, Nanouki and Apamama Islands and was 
oxpcctod to arrive about noon 14 July zone plus olevon and :
ono-half time.

The Swam contacted tho chiof resident at Nukunau and 
procoodod to Peru. Radio communication with Poru Island was 
established on 500 KGS with station ZCC operated by tho London 
Mission Socioty. All contacts wore negative.

With Lamson as loft flank guard, Cushing carrier piano 
guard, end Drayton right flank’ guard, tho Loxington oommonood 
aircraft operations at 0730, and launched 42 pianos in 
accordance with Search Plan No. 1 (Annex A). Point "A" (Plan 
Ono) was latitude 1° 20* S, longitude 180°, base course north.

, Tho condition of the sea was smooth and visibilityjgoad. All 
pianos were landod aboard at 1121. Tho aircraft reported that 
thoy would seen any wreckage or boat if such had boon afloat.
Tho Lexington’s noon position was latitude 0° 38* 8, longitude 
179©
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The second of aircraft commenced at**1345, with point ,
”C” Of Plan One as tho origin of operations in latitude 0° 00° ' ..
longitudd 180° and base course north. As a matter of interest 
this is the first time a ship of the Navy operated in latitude 
0° 00° and longitude 180°. 42 planes were launched. The 
aircraft were all landed aboard at 1742. Tho area covered was 
between latitudes 1° N and 1° 40* S and longitudes 178-30 West 
and 178-30 East. Thore were a fen rain squalls in tho western 
aroa so heavy as to cause some of the aircraft in those sections 
to fly around them. Those areas wore small and aro indicated 
on tho attached chart. The positions of tho plane guards, 60 J
miles on each beam of tho carrier are also shown. During tho 
night, tho positions of tho destroyers Lamson and Cushing wore 
interchanged so that tho Lamson took over the carrier duty and 
tho Cushing took station 60 milos on port beam for operations 
on Thursday 15 July. During the night all vessels of tho search .

. group wore directed to use their soarohlighta for at loast 
five minutes during each night watch* A distance of only 40 
milos had to bo covered during tho night and steerageway was 
maintained* 1

On 15 July, the Swan was enroute from Peru to Onata, 
arriving at the latter island about 1200. The Swan anchored 
hero and sent a boat ashore to contact natives. Tho Earhart 
piano was neither seen nor hoard. Tho Swan than proceeded to 
Tnputoouoa Island to arrive at daybreak on tho 16th, maintaining 

, steerageway during tho night. < ' .

Tho Itasca made negative contacts at Kuria and tho neighboring 
islands. She headed for and arrived at Tarawa during tho moming 
of tho 15th. At Tarawa, tho commanding officer of tho Itasca 
was interviewed by tho District Administrator who stated that 
there was no sign of tho lost Earhart plane in Gilbert Islands. 
He further declared that tho Gilbort Islands wore well populated 
and that ho maintained excellent communications with the 
islands in general and particularly those to tho north. Taritari 
Island to tho northward is a port of entry for inter-island , 
steamers. Tho District Administrator requested tho Commander 
of the Earhart Search Group to inform tho Senior Administrative 
Officer at Ocoan Island of tho presence of U. S. vessels at tho 
Gilberts. Commander Destroyer Squadron Two then sont a multiple 
rndiotolegram to British Colonial officials as follows: 
"RESIDENT COMMISSIONER OCEAN ISLAND AND

SENIOR .ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TARAWA ISLAND. 
ANY INFORMATION YOU MAY GIVE UNITED STATES VESSELS VISITING 
GILBERTS IN SEARCH OF EARHART PLANE WILL BE APPRECIATED /s/ 
DOWELL, COMMANDING EARHART SEARCH GROUP.”

The District Administrator at Tarawa replied that he would advise 
the Commander of the Search Group of any infoxmation or evidence 
received. .

Upon completion of the contact at Tarawa the U. S. Coast ■ 
Guard Cutter Itasca requested authority to proceed to Honolulu, 

!• via Howland, to relieve personnel. In view of the fact that the 
islands were well populated to the northward and communication 

. maintained with the District Administrator at Tarawa, the Itasca 
was directed to proceed to Howland. .

-0 -
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• At 0719 15 July, the Lexington launched 41 planes in . .
accordance with Search Plan No. One (Annex Afirm). Point • 
of origin (Afirm) was latitude 1° 20* north, longitude 180°, 
base course north, the Lamson acting as carrier plane guard 
while the Cushing and Drayton were respectively left and right 
flank plane guards. At 1023 the planes returned from the 
morning flight.

At 1356 the afternoon flight of 41 planes took off from 
point "C” latitude 2° 35* N, longitude 160°. The planes 
returned at 1636.

The area covorod for tho day’s search was between latitude 
1° N to 3° 40’ N and longitude between 178-30 West to 178-30 . 
E. A few light squalls wore encountered but the aircraft stated 
they could seo through them fairly well. On tho Whole the 
search was considered satisfactory.

During the night of 15-16 July, tho Lexington and plane 
guard destroyers proceeded to take stations for operations on 
the following morning. Drayton right flank, Cushing left flank 
end Lexington carrier duty.

On 16 July, the Swan investigated Taputeouea and Nonuti. 
This completed the search of the Gilbert Group of Islands by 
surface vessels with no sign of the lost Earhart plane. Upon 
complotion of her task the Swan was released and directed to 
report to Commandant Fourteenth Naval District for further 
orders. She was directed to return to Pearl Harbor.

The Itasca was enroute Howland - 0800 position latitude 
0114 noith, longitude 175-38 east, course 90, speed 11 knots. 
In view of her longer exporionco with current and wind in tho 
Howland aroa and her first hand knowledge of conditions sinoo 
loss of the plane, tho Itasca was askod to submit to Commander 
Destroyer Squadron Two her ostimato of tho most probablo location 
of tho Earhart plane - (DESPATCH) FROM COMDESRON TWO TO ITASCA 
0016 ASSUMING THAT EARHART PLANE OR RUBBER BOAT STILL AFLOAT 
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ESTIMATE AS OF NOON TODAY MOST PROBABLE 
POSITION FIRST OF PLANE SECOND OF RUBBER BOAT 0910. The 
commanding officer of tho Itasca replied: 6016 YOUR 1016-0910 
ON ASSUMPTION GIVEN ESTIMATE MOST PROBABLE AREA ORIGIN LATITUDE 
2 NORTH LONGITUDE 179-30 EAST THENCE LATITUDE 5 NORTH LONGITUDE 
178-15 EAST THENCE LATITUDE 5 NORTH LONGITUDE 175-45 EAST THENCE 
LATITUDE 2 NORTH LONGITUDE 177 EAST THENCE TO ORIGIN PERIOD 
ESTIMATE BASED ON FOLLOWING CONDITIONS END OF FLIGHT CLEAR BLUE 
SKY SOUTH AND EAST OF HOWLAND HEAVY CLOUD BANK APPROXIMATELY 
50 MILES NORTH AND WEST OF HOWLAND PERIOD ITASCA HAD LAID HEAVY 
SMOKE SCREEN FOR TWO HOURS WHICH HAD NOT DISINTEGRATED AND CLEARLY 
VISIBLE FROM SOUTH AND EAST FOR 40 MILES OR MORE AT ALTITUDE 
ONE THOUSAND PERIOD DOUBTFUL IF VISIBLE OVER 20 MILES FROM NORTH 
AND WEST COMMA SIGNAL STRENGTH .IND LINE OF POSITION WOULD INDICATE 
EARHART RECKONING CORRECT. AS FOR DISTANCE THOUGH SHE PR OBA ELY 
CARRIED LINE OF POSITION EAST BEFORE CIRCLING AND AFTERWARDS

- 10 -
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PROBABLY' FLEW NORTH AND SOUTH ON THIS LINE PERIOD HER REPORTS . .
INDICATE HIGH FLIGHT WITH OVERCAST AND CLOUDY WEATHER AND 
EVIDENTLY FLYING IN CLOUDS UNTIL THE LAST FEW MINUTES OF FLIGHT 
PERIOD SIGNAL STRENGTH INDICATES MAXIMUM DISTANCE 250 PERIOD 
ESTIMATED PLANE DOWN WITHIN 250 MILES OF HOWLAND BETWEEN 337 
and 45 TRUE AND NOT NEARER THAN 30 MILES PERIOD AT LATTER 
DISTANCE COULD NOT HAVE FAILED TO SEE SMOKE SCREEN IF SHE PASSED 
SOUTH PERIOD OUR EXPERIENCES SEA AND WIND DRIFT THIS VESSEL 
MAXIMUM ONE MILE 270 AND DOUBT IF PLANE OR LIFECRAFT WOULD 
EXCEED PERIOD ON THESE ASSUMPTIONS MOST PROBABLY AREA AS OF •
1200 TODAY AS INDICATED ABOVE PERIOD EXCELLENT NAVIGATOR AND 
EXPEDIENCE JUSTIFY ASSUMPTION PLANE DOWN ON LINE OF POSITION 
OR THAT LINE ADVANCED EASTWARD ONE HOUR ON LINE OF FLIGHT WHICH 
ASSUME WAS APPROXIMATELY 78 TRUE FROM LAE 1200.

As a matter of ooinoidenco tho probable aroa set forth in 
tho abovo despatch from the Itasoa was being searched by 
Lexington aircraft whilo those messages wore exchanged.

Tho Itasca was released from further search duty at 1700, 
and was directed to roport to Commandant Fourteenth Naval District 
who directed hor to further roport to Commander Hawaiian Section, . I 
U. S. Coast Guard. Tho lattor instructed her to proceed direct 
to Honolulu from Howland.

At 0700 Lexington oommonood flight operations from point 
of origin latitude 4° N, longitude 178° E, base course west, 
Search Plan No. 1, with planes soarohing in north and south 
directions. At 1042 all pianos returned from the search and 
landed aboard carrier. Lexington’s noon position latitude 
3-59 N, longitude 177.00.7 E.

- t 1253 afternoon flights of 40 pianos took off and returned 
aboard at 1630. Thu area covered is approximately between 
latitudes 2-30 N and 5-30 N, longitudes 175-40 E and 179-20 
E( seo chart attached). ■ .

■ During tho night of 16-17 July, tho Lexington proceeded from 
4° north 176° east east to take station, distance of 180 
miles, for operations at 0700 on the 17th of July.

At 0658 17 July the Lexington commenced flight operations 
with point of origin at latitude 1° 00’ north, longitude 175-40 
E, base course east. 41 planes took off but only 39 participated 
in tho search. Two pianos returned aboard before commencing 
search. At 1012 landing operations wore started. At 1017 
4-B-8 experienced a barrier crash ending against one of the after 
turrets. No personnel wore injured. At 1043 all pianos 
returned aboard from the morning flight.

At 1259 on tho afternoon of tho 17th Lexington aircraft 
resumed flight operations with a total of 41 planes taking part 
in tho search. Origin of operations latitude 1° 20* N, 
longitude 176-50 E, base course east; planes soarohing in north 
and south dirootions. At 1647 all pianos landed aboard*

’ • • '-■11' "I ■
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Tho areas searched on 17 July wore botwoon longitudes 
175-10 E to 176-30 E, latitudes 0° 28* south and 2° 30’ north; 
botwoon longitudes 176-30 to 177-48 oast, latitudes 0° 12’ 
north and 2-45 north; between longitudes 177° 45’ oast to 178-18 
oast, latitudes 0° 12’ north and 1° 18’ north.

Through the San Francisco Division of the Coast Guard, Mr. 
George Palmer Putnam requested reconnaissance of the vicinity 
longitude 170° east, latitude 0° 09’ north for the drifting 
plane. See ComFranDiv 8015-2335 and 8017-1234. The Commandant 
Fourteenth Naval District, in his 0017-1100 replied that it was 
impracticable to search area requested and that all the Gilbert 
Islands had been searched.

Tho Navy Department requested tho Commandant Fourteenth 
Naval District, in its despatch 0017-2112, that before tho 
termination of tho search on 18 or 19 July practicability 
of covering tho area 170° oast longitude and 0° latitude. 
Commandant Fourteenth Naval District, in his 0017-1705, 
requested recommendations from Commander Destroyer Squadron 
Tvo in regard to tho above search and asked whothor or not tho 
search group had sufficient fuel. Commander Destroyer Squadron 
1.70, in his 00 17-1944, stated that to comply with tho Navy 
Department’s dosiro it was necessary to proceed immediately at 
moj-. economical speeds and that tho remainder of tho tentative 
pDr es scheduled for tho 18th would have to be abandoned. 
Far J sr. iot ono days soarch it would require four additional 
davs stoaning to visit this area, and also there was a 
possibility of tho Lexington requiring fuel at Lahaina instead 
of returning direct to San Diogo as authorized in her itinerary 
(0017-0955 from Commandant Fourteenth Naval Distrlot to tho 
Navy Department) and as required by Chief of Naval Operations 
3806-0945 of July 1937. Commander Destroyer Squadron Two, in 
his despatch 0016-2045 and 0016-1727 had stated that tho 
Lexington group was able to continue its present duty until 21 
July if not ordered beyond limits 174° oast, 1° south, thus 
enabling tho Loxington to proceed on groat oirolo to San Diogo 
at speed 15, and for tho dostroyors to proooed to Pearl Harbor 
for fuel and provisions and thence to either San Diego or San 
Francisco.

Commander Destroyer Squadron Two considered the soarch of 
area 0° latitude, 170° longitude possible but not practical. 
During the evening of 17-18 July from 0800 to 2400 Lexington 
and destroyers steamed slowly on a westerly course awaiting 
instructions from Commandant Fourteenth Naval District. At . 
midnight on 17 July tho Earhart Search Group procoedod north 
to carry out tho final days search in accordance with previous 
plans which would consist of searching areas covered by rain 
on 14-15 July and search additional area to tho north-oastward. 
Commandant Fourteenth Naval District notified tho Navy Department 
that it was impracticable to soarch tho area longitude 170 E, 
0° latitude as requested, and that it would not bo searched 
unless otherwise directed by tho Department.

. . - 12 - ■ • ■



At 0659 18 July, the Lexington commenced morning flight • ' 
operations and passed point of origin (afirm) latitude 2° 55* N, 
longitude 177-48 E at 0714, base course 45°, Search Plan No.l. 
41 planes were sent off. All aircraft returned aboard at 
1036.

The afternoon flight operations commenced at 1300 from point 
”C", longitude 178° 45 E, latitude 3° 48’ north, base course 
45°. At 1648 all planes were landed aboard carrier*

The area covered during the morning search Iios in the 
rectangles marked by the following points: from longitude 
178° 30t E> latitude IP 36’ N to longitude 176° 28* E, latitude 
3° 32* N, longitude 177° 22* E, latitude 4° 48’ to longitude 
179° 30* E, latitude 2° 38’ N, along line of bearing 045® T.

During the afternoon the following was searched: From 
longitude 177° 35* E, latitude 4° 35* N to longitude 179° 38* 
E, latitude 2° 35* N; longitude 178° 30* E, latitude 5° 30* N 
to longitude 179° 30* E latitude 3° 30* N.

After tho completion of the search cn 18 July, tho Earhart 
Search Group proceeded toward Hawaiian area, tho Lexington enroute 
San Diogo, course 052, speed 15 knots, via groat oirolo course, 
passing near Oahu, and tho destroyers Drayton, Lamson and 
Curbing enroute Poarl Harbor for fuel, provisions, and voyage 
repairs. The 2000.position on the 18th was longitude 179-52 
W, latitude 5° 55* N. .

The Drayton had been assigned restriated availability at 
Poarl Harbor Yard for repairs to port H.P., turbine throttle 
(Navy Department despatch 0017-1408).

The Lexington group reported to Commander-In-Chief, U. S.\ 
Fleet, for duty by Commander Destroyer Squadron Two despatch 
0019-1100 from position longitude 176° 50* W, latitude 7° 
14* N, at 1Q00 zone plus eleven and one-half time, giving as a 
tentative itinerary: (1) Lexington proceed direct San Diogo; 
arriving 30 July 1937. (2) Commander Destroyer Squadron Two, 
in Lamson, Commander Destroyer Division Throe in Drayton, and 
Cushing proceed to Pearl Harbor, arriving late 23rd or early • 
24th, fuel, provision and complete voyage repairs, dopait 26th, 
arrive San Diogo 1 August.

This itinerary was approved by the Coramander-in-Chiof, in 
his despatch 1119-1710, and tho "Lexington Group" ordered 
discontinued as of tho hour of hoisting Commander Dostroyor 
Squadron Two pennant in Lamson.

AtKOOonSl July Commander Dostroyor Squadron Two hoisted his ' 
pennant in the Lamson and tho soaroh organization was terminated.



m. summary of Derations. J
The following summary is submitted showing the area in 

square miles searched by the Earhart search group since 11 July.

(a) Square miles covered by Lexington aircraft:

13 July . .. ........................................  11,324 square miles
14 July .................................  27,571 square miles
15 July ......................................  26,050 square miles
16 July . ............................................. 29,195 square miles
17 July ................ .. .. .................... 27i652 square miles
18 July ............................................... 29;764 square miles

Total...:.;................................ .. ..................151^556— -----------------

During the time flight operations were in progress, the 
Lexington, Drayton, Lamson and Cushing maintained a lookout in 
addition to that kept by aircraft.

It will be noted in Search Plans One and Two that a destroyer 
was stationed as plane guard on each beam distant 60 miles. 
The third destroyer was 1,000 yards on tho port quarter of tho 
carrier.

In summarizing soaroh operations, a ton mile front may bo 
assumed for the Lexington and for tho two piano guard dostroynrs • 
on each beam. After search oporations by aircraft wore complotod, 
thoio wore still two to threo hours of daylight steaming.

It was assumed that while acting as piano guard on tho 
port quarter of tho carrier tho area soarchod by tho destroyor 
thoro stationed would be included in tho front searched by 
tho Lexington.

(b) Area in square miles searched by

* Destroyers fueled from Colorado thus limiting daylight soaroh.

. DATE . LEXINGTON LAMSON DRAYTON CUSHING
12 July 

. 13 July

14 July

/ 15 July
16 July
17 July
18 July

. . ... 2550
. 1400 .

‘ 1440

' 1440
< 1520

1440
1650

900* 600’
. . 1480 1480

‘ 1440 1440

Carrier duty 1440
” • 1520
" * 1440
" " 1650

1680’ ■ 
Carrier 

duty
Carrier 

duty
1440 
1520 
1440
1650

Total ....... . .....................  11,520 3,620 9,570 •7,730
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(c) ITASCA - Estimated ton mile front during daylight search.

DATE__________________ SQUARE MILES
11 July i960
12 July 1700

\ 13 July 500 Searched Arorai and
. Tamana Islands;

14 July 800 Searched Kurio,
. Nanouki Islands.

, 15 July 500 Enroute and visited
' Tarawa.

. 16 July 1900 Enroute Howland and

Total •••.*•••••••••.•* 7.300 square miles

(d) SWAN -

DATE___________ __________ SQUARE MILES
TTjUIy--------- ------------ " 1100
12 July 1000
13 July . 1000
14 July 800 Visited Nukunau
15 July ■ 800 Visited Peru &

Onata.
16 July 1000 Visited Taputouoa

; / & Honuti •
i’otal .. •.. • •......... ^,7o0 square miles

(e) Summary for surface vessels since 11 July - 

Lexington ....••••.   11,520 square miles
Lamson ............................................ .. 3',820 " *
Drayton ....................................................................9^570 * *
Cushing ...................................................... 7^730 " "
Itasca ...................................................... 7,300 . * *
Swan................ ... ..............   5,700 " "

Yotal by surface craft ............. 45,640 * ——

(f) Prior to 11 July, the following area, in square miles, is 
estimated by this command to have been covered during daylight 
by the Colorado and her two planes, tho Itasca and Swan:

(1) By surface vessels: . ■
Colorado 6-12 July ..................... .. ................. .. 10,080
Itasca 2-10 July (inclusive) ................ 29^130
SwaOzlO^JUljUlaol^  ̂

Total................ ........................................... .. 49,160

(2) By Colorado planes . ...................................... .. 15,925
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(g) Final summary for all oporations as determined by this 

command - -

(1) By surface vessels prior to 11 July । 49^160
By surface vessels 11*16 July 45^640

Total by surface vessels 94,600

(2) By aircraft - Lexington 151^556
- Colorado *^925

Total by aircraft 167,481

(3) Grand total............•*•••••••••••••••*•• 262,281 square miles, 
or the equivalent of a 500 mile square.

No sign nor any evidence of tho Earhart plane was discovered
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Vector average of final sixteen observations is 0.45 knots 
3149 true.

utittoz • uroro SET . DRIFT . ' ,

15 N 163 W

18 N . 166

11H 167-15
1 9-45 169-15

248° 0.6

870° 0.9

895 1.8

868 0.4

6 ■ . 174

3 . 176

1 177

0 178

180 0.8 .• • •

097 0.5

353 0.9

276 . 0.6

( 1° S 180

0 180

238 0.9

■ None

■ 2 N 180 .

* ; 3 . 180 .

. 4 ' 177 2 .

4 176 2

3 176 2

1 ' 175|

• f 1 ♦ 176$
. ♦ Doubtful - believed to be 

1| 177|

4 . 188$
• \ ' • , , . '

, 3-45 . 178$ .
"4. ' < 179 '

257 1.1

337 0.4

102 0.8

051 8.0

242 0.5

295 0.6

324 3.1
error in D.R.

270 1.1

268 0.7

■ 000 1.0

300 0.3



Lexington Group, 
U.S.S. Lexington, Flagship. 
Enroute Hawaiian Area.

20 July 1937.

From: Commander Loxington Group. \
To : The Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District.

Subject: Report of Earhart Search, forwarding.

Enclosures: (A) Annex ”A”, Estimate and Decision, 
’ Comdosron Two.

(B) Annex "B”,Narrative of Search, Loxington Group.
(0) Annex ”C"; Aerological Data. I
(D) Annex ”D”, Lexington Report of Earhart Search 

Operations. *
(E) Appendix ”A", Chart Photostat - Earhart Flight 

Infomation. • ■
(F) Appendix "B", Chart Photostat - Tract Chart 

Earhart Search, U.S.S. Lexington and attached 
aircraft! •

(G) Appendix "C", Chart Photostat - Tho Earhart 
Search )Showing tracks of all vessels 
participating). •

(H) Appendix ”D" - Photostats - Search Plan #1, 
and #2.

(I) Appendix "E" - Earhart Search Plotting Shoot.

1. Annexes and appendices are submitted herewith as 
forming as complete a report as possible on operations of tho 
Loxington group, consisting of Lexington with Aircraft Squadrons 
VS-2, VS-3, VS-4, VS-41, VT-2 and VB-4 embarked, of Commander 
Destroyer Division Three in Drayton, and Lamsonand Cushing, 
during the period 4 to 18 July, 1937, inclusive, and of search 
oporations of tho U.S.S. Swan and U.S.C.G. Itasca while 
serving under Commander Lexington Group during tho period 
11-16 July 1937. .

2. An effort has boon made to confine tho substance of 
this report to matters of fact rather than opinion.

3. Track chart tracings are being forwarded under 
separate cover.

4. The performance of duty by all units concerned was 
excellent. /

Tho expeditious and officient sorviaos rendered by the 
Fourteenth Naval District, tho Fleet Air Base, Commander Minooraft 
and Commander Submarine Squadron Six in preparation for tho

’ search operations, are greatly approeiatod.

J. S. Dowell
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OGOO - 1200 13 J^ly

Overcast skies with heavy rain continued. Ourfuco winds wore Kost
North East 22 to 25 knots* Hinds aloft East forth East 25 knots.Visibility 
was fair at tiros oxoopt during heavy showers. Alto stratus and Cumulus 
wore tho predominating clouds. Ship’s position 07° 15’ W - 172® 02• W.

/ Pressure 22.75. Tanporaturo 72°. Humidity 02%, Son Turin. 84®, Surface 
wind for ono rain. 0000 E.U.E. 12 knots.

1200 - 1600 12 JUly

Overcast skies with rain still prevailed at noon. 2 Alto Stratus with 
8 cumulus. Surface winds wore East Northeasterly 20 to 25 knots. 81® 
humidity 88%. Son Tamp. 81® at 1450 ruin stowed. Baronctor began to 
fall rather rapidly dropping .07 to .08 in 3 hour period lowest barometer 
22.68. sky become broken with high and low scattered clouds. Visibility 
improved from fair to good.

1600 - 2000 12 JUly

Cloudy to partly cloudy skies, with intermittent moderate showers, cumulus 
building all the tiro, no anvil type cumulus wore noted, Moderate shower 
ocourod at 1745 and lasted about 15 minutes, another shower at 2115 lasting 
5 minutes, sky bocaro brofen closing in and becoming overcast at midnight!
Shortly after mid-night a moderate shower ooourod lasting at least one-half 
hour. Sky brofe and boo ano partly cloudy with high and low scattered clouds 
Remaining brofen until 0800. Flight oporations were held shortly after 
0600.

2000 12 JUly to 0800 121 JUly

Sky remaining cloudy with seven tenths of Cumulus and 2-tonths of Alto 
Stratus, Moderate rain smalls observed along the horizon at irregular 
intervals, with one of light intensity passing tho ship 1745-1757.
Tho Cunulus was lowering with very ragged under surfaces and accompanied 
with virga formation. Visibility good. Mostly undesirable flying 
weather. Surface wind steady at 18 to 19 knots from K.N.B.

0800 to 1600 13 JUly

Ship’s position 01° 56N -177® W. 411$ tiro. , .
Variable sky during the night with a largo amount of high and intermediate 
clouds of all typos. Froquont light and moderate squalls. both before 
and after midnight J tiros 2115 • 2128 (light) 0012 - 1143 (moderate).
Upper clouds wore prevalent while the lower types were well brofen with 
occasional large masses. Undersurface of low clouds was very reggod and 
associated with much verga. Visibility very good except reduced clifihtly 
during the Shower periods. Surface winds veered gradually during the night i 
to south east. Velocity remised fairly constant at about 18 knotse bub



fell off considerable after sunrise. Wind 332 9 foots; Barometer 89*70* 
Temp. 61®; Humidity 66%; Sea Tamp. 64®Dww point 77*

1000 13 July - 0600 14 July

cloud amount remained constant all day but tho lower clouds were 
variable, at tines reducting to two and throe tenths alone the horizon* 
Frequent rain squalls intensity panning the ship at 1307 to 1347* ' .
Visibility very Good, exoopt reduced slightly during shower period* 
Winds wore gentle 2.S.S. and South Easterly, averaging 6-10 knots* 
Barometer 29*63* Tamp. 640. Humidity 73%, Dow point 740 and Sea Temp* 
630* Crossed equator at 16 25 at 177 66 W* Long*

. 0600 - 1600 14 JUly

Ship’s position 01° 11* a. 179° 69* E.
Variable sky during tho night with intermediate ferns and strato cumulus* 
Few cumulus continuing along tho horizon* Cloudiness increasing slowly 
before 0800* Visibility vary rood throughout tho night* Surface winds 
veering to tho 3.3.2. and 3* decreasing in velocity to 6 and 6 foots, 
between midnight end 0400* Barometer 29*71, Tamp, 61®; Dew point 74°* 
Humidity 79%. Son Temp* 63°• Ocean Surface without swell, but slightly 
choppy due to wind influence* .

1600 14 JUly - 0800 15 JUly

Frequent rain squalls during tho period 0800-1600 with two passing the 
ship - one at 0654 - 0927 and 1307 -1342* Squalls were of moderate 
intensity and accompanied with increased gusty winds and reduced visibility 
Sky remained cloudy with tho mount of lower clouds variable. The movement 
of tho cumulus was rapid from tho 32 ahd variable amounts and variable 
else of clouds wore crossing tho field of vision during this entire period* 
Very good visibility except good during squalls* Temperature unsteady 
between 77® and 61®F* Barometer 29*66* Dew Point 74® F; Sea Temp* 63® F 
and Humidity 63%. ■ ■

. 0800 - 1600 15 JUly

□hip’s position 01® 32’ N* 179® 56’ W. . .
Variable cloudiness during tho flight with upper and lower clouds* Cumulus 
as before, continued to move across tho field of vision in variable amounts 
and various size clouds* Frequent ruin squalls wore observed along the 
horizons, with one passing the ship at 0345-0415* A largo well colored 
rainbow was observed at 0740* Visibility vory good reduced slightly during 
tho rain squalls* Mostly average flying weather - becoming undesirable at 
tines, due to low clouds and showers* Surface winds variable at sunset, 
becoming S3, steady at 15 and 16 foots* Barometer unsteady at 29.70. Temp* 
emture steady at 79®; Dew point 73®, sea temp* 84® and humidity 83%.

1608 15 JUly • 1600 16 JUly

Vhriable cloudiness during the day with considerable high Cloudiness# 
Scat of the cirrus appeared to bo false cirrus or the parte blown from ।



the tops of tho cumulus. Frequent rain squalls wore observed at varying 
distances from tho ship with two passing tho ship# One at 0605-0813 and 
a heavy squall from 1310-1330# The wind increased considerably during 
those squalls at times reaching 27 and 30 knots# Otherwise tho surface 
wind remained fairly constant from the EOF and velocities at 17-20 knots# 
Proasure foil steadily all day but now leveled off at 29#63# leap# unstead; 
above 80° and dropping below 00°ut tines of squalls# Sea temp# constant 
at 64°/# Humidity followed the regular variation# but average about 78%.

1600 16 JUly - 0800 17 JUly# .

Partly cloudy sides with both high and low clouds 01 and Alto Stratus 
predominating in early evening about 2000 the A ST dissipated and 01 
and CU remined throughout the night# Ono shower at 0320 to OOIS# Ylsi- 
bility fair to good during entdre period# Surface wind remained in £38# 
10 to 18 knots, winds aloft easterly 22 knots in lower levels# Barometer 
29.65J Temp* 64° 8.

0000 17 July - 1600 16 J^ly.

Shipps position 00°5G’ H - 175°47’ 8. .
Skies remained partly cloudy with A ST and 0U pro dominating. Cumulus 
basoning >7011 broken after midnight with clouds of various forms, drifting 
across the field of vision. Light to moderate intermittent rain squalls 
from 0300 - 0515. Surface wind remained in the 8 and ESS, averaging 17
knots with gusts to 26 and 27 knots during tho squall periods. Visibility i 
good and very good# Tamp. Cl0; reducing very slightly during tho night# 
Dow point 74°.Humidity unsteady 80 and 9 0%. Sea Term# 84# Barometer 29.73. ; 
Barograph traoo showed the regular diurnal change with no unusual fluot- / 
uations, oxoopt for a slight unsteadiness during tho rain squalls, pro­
bably duo to gusty winds.

1600 17 July - 0800 18 JUly.

Partly cloudy and cloudy skies entire day with cumulus predominating and J 
high deads of the CI, GX3T and A ST forms visible to the south and ■ ;
oast and increasing gradually after 0300. Light rain squalls visible 
at times in tho distances to tho SB. Visibility very good. Average dying 
weather. Barometer fall steadily in accordance with tho regular diurnal I 
Changs, now roading 29.66. Temperature very steady during the day at 82®. 
Dow Point 75°• Humidity unsteady between 80 and 66%. Sea# temp.romained . 
constant , at 84° • .

0800-1600 JUly 18. j

Ship’s position 03° 00’ K# - 177°C9’ 8. - I

Partly cloudy to overcast skies, with much higher and intermediate 
cloudiness and with frequent passing showers and rain squalls after j 
0410 lasting until 0620# A distinct cold front passage ocourod at 
0330, accompanied with #03 rise of tho barometer. 6° drop in temperature, J 
gusty winds and very heavy showers continuing until 0600# Tho shower 
ma 0610 to 0620 was light and apparently a post frontal product# Tho I 
weather .



conditions at tines other than tho frontal passage are os follows I 
Barometer 29.20; temp. 630; Dow point 760; humidity unsteady between 
06 and 90^i Surface wind steady between 15 to 20 knots from tho east 
and EBE. ' . ■ . '

1600 to end of search, 10 July.

Sky condition reducing to partly cloudy and remaining constant 
throughout the day. with cumulus* predominating and a few tenths 
of intermediate and upper clouds visible to tho East and South East. 
Very good visibility and with surface wind steady’ at ESK 16 to 17 knots. 
Barograph trace showed an unsteady traoo during the day, now 
reading 29.65. Temp, unsteady at 83’7. Dow Point 76 • Humidity 
unsteady between 76 and 84. Sea temperature 84. '



REPORT OF EARHART SLJCH OPERATIONS 3-16 JULY 1937

1. In accordance with despatch orders from the Navy De­
partment and from Commander Aircraft, Battle Force, the U.S.S. ' 
Lexington departed from Santa Barbara at 1650, 3 July 1937, 
arriving at San Pedro at 2300, 3 July 1937. Preparations were 
begun to conduct a search for Amelia Earhart. Fuel and stores 
were-received during the night. Upon completion of fueling at 
0605, 4 July, the LEXINGTON departed for Coronado Roads to re­
ceive squadrons.' ,

2. In the meantime, by order of Commander Aircraft, 
Battle Force, the following squadrons, which were temporarily • 
based on shore, at the Naval Air Station, San Diego, California, 
made the necessary preparations for embarkation}

. VS Squadron Two
VS Squadron Three
VS Squadron Forty-One
VS Squadron Forty-Two
VT Squadron T./o
VB Squadron Four

Officers and men of these squadrons were recalled from shore 
leave and liberty. The planes were prepared to fly aboard and 
a lighter was loaded with baggage and spares. " .

3. The LEXINGTON arrived at Coronado Roads at 1048, 4 
July 1937. The lighter with squadron personnel and baggage was 
immediately brought alongside and unloading was effected as 
rapidly as possible. •

4. In compliance with 0PNAV despatch 0004- 1200, 
Captain J.S. Dowell, U.S. Navy, camo on board the LEXINGTON 
and took command of the LEXINGTON Group which then consisted 
of the following vessels:

' LEXINGTON :
L.XS0N . •

. • DRAYTON

The destroyers CUSHING and PERKINS wore directed by Commander 
Destroyer Squadrons, Scouting Force, to fuel and provision at 
San Podro and Join the LEXINGTON Group later.

■ MT. Paul Brook, International News Service Reporter, 
came on board tho LEXINGTON in aocprdanoo with OPNAV despatch 
1004 - 1322



Coronado Roads at 1258, 4 July 1937. Tho following sguad-
5. Tie LEXINGTON; RAISON, and DRAYTON departed from

Tons with planes as indicated below 
the LEXINGTON;

wore rocoivod on board

SQUADRON COHLUTOING OFFICER ' NO.PLANES . TYPE
VT-2 Lt,Comdr. Sinton 9 PM •
VS-2 ’ Lieut. D.F. Smith ■ 11 SBU
VS-3 Lt-Co:dr. MacMahon 9 SBU
VS-41 Lt.Comdr. Taylor 14 SBU
VS-42 Lieut. Hoskins 9 SU-4
VB-4 Lt.Comdr. Roswall 10 BG-1
Lexington 
Utility Lieut.(jg) Carver 1 03U-3

One plane, No. 4-B-4 could not lower its hook end had to ro
turn to San Diego. This piano was accompanied by piano No. 
4-B-7. Repairs to the hook were effected and both planes 
returned to the LEXINGTON. Lieut.(jg) George L. Hutchinson, 
U.S.N* developed serious illness and was transferred from 
tho LEXINGTON to the Naval Hospital, San Diego, via the 
U.S.S. Chandler at 1620, 4 July 1937.

6. Duo to engine trouble tho destroyer PERKINS was un­
able to join the LEXINGTON Group, but the CUSHING joined 
about 10 miles south of China Point at 1845, and tho Group 
proceeded to tho Hawaiian Islands. •

7. In accordance with CINCUS despatch 0106 - 1225 tho 
Commander of the 14th Naval District was directed to assume 
charge of search operations.

8. The LEXINGTON arrived at Lahaina Roads at 1146, 8 
July 1937 and tho destroyers arrived at Honolulu the same 
day. ,

9. Captain Dowell and Captain Noyes of tho LEXINGTON 
flew to Pearl Harbor via Fleet Air Base Patrol Plano for a 
conference with Commandant, 14th Naval District, regarding 
tho conduct of tho search.

10. All vessels wore fueled to capacity and provisioned. 
In addition the LEXINGTON received about 11,000 gallons of 
aviation gasoline.

- 2 -
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11. Er. Charles Mounce of the United Press and Mr. 
Earl M. ’Jolty of tho Associated Press came on board tho 
LEXINGTON by authority of the Navy Department,

12. Tho LEXINGTON Group re-assembled and departed 
from Lahaina Roads for the Howland Island Area at 1515, 9 
July 1937. .

13. AEULYSIS OF PLANS FOR THE SEARCH •
Manifestly it Was not possible to search more 

than a limited area of the Pacific Ocean. Therefore, a 
study of all available information was made to determine 
the limits of the areas of probability. From the maze of 
information and mis-information, it was necessary to sift 
out that which was authentic and to base conclusions re­
garding the search thereon. The following facts were 
established: At about 0000 GCT, 2 July 1937, Amelia Earhart 
took off in a Standard Lockheed Electra Airplane from Lac, 
New Guinea, for Howland Island, distance 2227 nautical • 
milos. she was accompanied by an experienced navigator, 
Mr. Frod J. Noonan. During the flight the plane was in 
communication with the Coast Guard Cutter Itasca, which 
was in the vicinity of Howland Island. . . ; ‘ . .
The plane reported its position at 0720, GCT 2 July, 1937 
at latitude 4°*33’ South, Longitude 159-06, uuout 795 
miles from Lae, which indicated that the plane was on its 
course but making good a ground speed of only 111 knots. 
The following radio reports were received from the plane 
by the ITASCA on 2 July 1937: .

At 1745 GCT - 0615 Howland time, 15 minutes before 
the estimated time of arrival, the plane sent the following 
message:

’ "Two hundred miles out and no land fall”

■ At 1816 GOT - 0646 Howland Time: 
"Approximately 100 miles from ITASCA, position 
doubtful" •

. At 1912 GCT - 0742 Howland Time: •
"30 minutes gas remaining, no land fall, position 
doubtful".

At 1928 GCT - 0758 Howland Time: 
"Circling, trying to pick up Island". .

At this time the radi? signals from the plane re­
ceived by the ITASCA were of greatest strength.
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, At 2013 GOT - 0843 Howland Tine:
•'On a position line 157 - 337 degrees”, (This line may 
have been a sun sight or it may have been a radio 
bearing observed by the plane on the ITASCA and it 
presumably passed through Howland Island!

At 2025 GOT - 0855 Howland Time:
„ "Heading north and south”, giving the same position 

, ,as above.

This was the last authentic message received from the 
airplane.

' , 14, Numerous radio messages were reported to have been 
received by various agencies, particularly amateur radio 
Operators, which purported to give information received di­
rect from the plane after it landed, Many of these messages 
were in conflict and many of them were unquestionably false. 
Hone could be positively verified. These messages were a 
sorioas handicap to the progress of the search, especially 
before the arrival of the LEXINGTON Group, Infomation was 
received from reliable sources which indicated that tho 
airplane could send no radio message after landing on the 
water* Supposed receipt of radio messages sent by the mis­
sing flyers after they had landed, indicated that the plane 
was on an island or reef. As a result of some of these 
messages, the COLORADO, ITASCA, and SWaN were detailed to 
search the phoenix Islands, thereby taking them away from 
the vicinity of Howland Island, which in the early stages 
of search, was the most probable area. After due consider­
ation it was decided to concentrate tho LEXINGTON Group 
search on the sea area. This decision was based on the 
assumption that the Earhart plane had landed in the water 
and that the survivors were afloat either with the airplane 
or in a rubber boat,

15, Two plans for searching tho maximum possible area mere 
formulated and Oro appended hereto. Search Plan I contem­
plated operations for an• indefinite period. By using 2/5rds 
of the LEXINGTON pianos, opportunity for rest periods and 

for routine chocking of airplanes was afforded every third 
day. To search efficiently it was considered essential to 
keep the personnel and pianos in excellent condition. About ■ 
7 or 8 hours per day was regarded as the maximum flying time 
that could bo expected of personnel and yet have them ro­
main on the alert while searching. Search Plan II was for­
mulated in order that all tho ship’s airplanes could bo . 
used.at ono timo and thus soarch tho maximum area in any
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given day. . It vias recognized that this plan could only bo 
used for a single day and that at all other tines Plan I 
above would have to be used. Both plans were similar in . 
that they placed the planes on a scouting line on either 
side of the carrier, half on a side, with a scouting dis­
tance of 2 miles, and the search was extended 90 miles on 
either side of the carrier. In the case of Plan T, 42 
planes wore used, 21 on either side. Tho advance along 
the base course was dependent on the number of planes used, 
/ji extra plane on either side was used to provide an over- . 
lap in order to insure that no holiday was left between 
the leg out and the return leg. One destroyer was used at 
the carrier as plane guard for launching and recovering of 
planes. In addition it was available if needed for emer­
gency rescue work near the carrier. The other two de- 
stroycrS wore stationed on either beam, 60 miles from tho 
carrier on base course, for purpose of effecting rescue. 
The carrier was advanced along the base course at a speed 
which would intercept the pianos returning from the 
search. With a destroyer on either flank; planes wore 
never at a greater distance than 30 miles, measured normal 
to the base course, from the track of a ship. Based on . 
available information it was decided, that the most effec- . 
tive altitude of the search was 300 - 500 feet and the most 
effective airplane speed was 90 knots. This was confirmed ■ 
by experience during the search. ■

16. Information was obtained from tho ITASCA, COLORADO, 
and SWAN to the effect that tho average wind from tho tine of 
the end of tho Earhart Flight until arrival of tho LEXINGTON 
Group, was southeast 10 knots, and tho current was westerly, 
average 5/10 knots. Since tho missing piano had been down 
for about 11 days by the time of commencement of the 
LEXINGTON Group search, the area westward of Howland Island 
was chosen as the most probable area for tho search. Since 
Howland Island was the destination of the Earhart piano end 
inasmuch as NOONAN was conceded to be an excellent navigator, • 
it followed that the plane probably landed fairly close to 
Howland Island. Tho weather on the morning of 2 July was 
reported average and it is reasonable to assume that NOONAN 
obtained star sights during the early morning hours. A 
circle of 150 miles radius centered at Howland Island was 
selected as tho probable boundary of tho area in which tho 
forced landing took placo. This area could bo expected to 
travel westward with the current and wind. If the sur­
vivors remained with tho floating piano, tho wind would havo 
little effect but had they abandoned tho plane and usod tho 
rubber boat, tho offoot of the wind would have boon added to 
that of tho current. No information was available on which 
to base an estimate of tho effect of the wind on a rubber boat

5
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but undoubtedly wind, if appreciable, would'nave a rubber 
boat at a comparatively greater speed than the current. 
After considering all features of tho search it pas de­
cided to use Plan 2 (all pianos) on tho first day, and to 
search in tho vicinity of Howland Island. Thu reason for 
searching Hov/land Island was that it was tho destination 
of tho Earhart Plano and if tho search began on the ex­
treme eastern limit and worked to tho westward, it was 
believed that ovontually a drifting plane or a rubber boat 
would be overtaken and further, that continuity of tho 
search would thus bo effected. Had the piano overshot 
Howland Island it was concluded that tho drift would have 
taken it back to the westward and therefore no search 
oast of Howland Island was domed neoossary.

17. On the morning of 13 July the LEXINGTON Group ■ 
arrived at a point about 100 miles north of Howland Is­
land and began the search. Tho weather was squally with 
wind velocity 22 to 28 knots and general flying conditions 
wore undesirable. A search covering about 10,000 square 
miles however was made and the airplanes wore recovered. 
In the afternoon about 27 planes wore launched when rain 
squalls prevented further operations and made it nece­
ssary to recall planes already in the air. Even though 
this first dayb search, duo to the unfavorable weather, 
did not cover as groat an area as was planned, it was 
decided to move further westward for tho next days 
operation in order not to lose time in arriving at what 
was considered to bo the most likely area. Current aid 
wind cxporioncod by tho LEXINGTON Group confirmed tho 
information previously received that drift of tho float­
ing plane or rubber boat would bo definitely westward 
and at an appreciable rate. Tho wind on this day, and 
on all days of tho LEXINGTON Group search, was stronger 
than expected, averaging about 18 - 20 knots.

18. Commencing 14 July and continuing up to and 
including 18 July, search Plan I was used. As a coin­
cidence, the afternoon flight of 14 July began at Lati­
tude 00-00 and Longitude 180°. On 14 and 15 July some 
interference was experienced due to rain squalls, but in 
general tho areas on those days were considered about 90 
to 95 percent covered. Planes on the scouting linos 
approaching a rain squall necessarily hud to divert their 
course somewhat to avoid dangerous flying conditions. 
Usually however, squalls wore not vory thick and tho 
planes could easily pass through or around thorn. Tho

- 6 -



area covered ^y a heavy squ*ll, of course, could-not be 
searched but this had to be accented as area lost in 
order not to delay advancing of the search. Flyurins 
the drift, later search, on 17 and 10 July covered 
practically all of the area Hissed on those two days.

19. On 15 July the LEXINGTON encountered a current 
which save ... decided sot to tho northwest. Because of . 
this and also the fact that the wind had been from south 
southeast force 3 to 4 since th- buGinning of the 
LEXINGTON Group search, it has decided to extend tho 
search to the northwestward on 16 July. In.General the 
wind and currants were Greater in tho northwesterly 
direction than expected., ’/outhor conditions as regards 
rain squalls improved, bn tho 16th end from this day until 
the end of the searcht practically no area was left un­
searched on this account. During tho morning of tho 16th 
an unidentified steamer was seen by the sc .reding 
planes in latitude 04°-38,N, Longitude 177J-32*E. Tais 
was tho only vessel not a port of tho search force which 
was sighted by the LEXINGTON Group. On this day tho 
northern flank destroyer encountered definite north­
easterly rinds indicating thrt it was not necessary to 
extend tho search further to tho north.

20. Since tho Sailing Directions and Chart indi­
cated that breakers veto reported in this area la 1914, 
on 17 July all pilots were instructed to look for 
shoal water. No reef or discolored water was sifted ’ 
although the weather was clour end visibility was good 
which indicates that tills shoal docs not exist. On 18. 
July tho search area was selected so as to include 
ureas missed due to rain squalls an 14 and 15 July and 
to extend the search to the northeastward.

. 21, The ..u st prob blu areas having been covered 
upon c'mpletion of air op er tions in tho afternoon of 
18 July, orders vero received to di so .wit! nue tho search.

22. Appendix (.J is a chart of the last flight of 
the Earhart piano, appendix (B) is o chart showing the 
area covered by the LEXINGTON Group search. Appendix 
(C) is a chart of tho entire urea searched by tho Earhart 
Search Group. Appendix (D) consists of two diagrams 
showing the track of tho carrier, destroyers and aircraft 
employed in Search Plans 1 and 2. Those plans are similar 
except that more aircraft arc employed by scorch plan 2, 
the flights arc longer and the advance greater* A Flank 
Scout Commander was placed in charge of each Flank but it 
was found necessary to further divide each flank into 
three groups Lit*, a group leader immediately responsible



for his Group. This facilitated passing around and 
through squalls and provided flexibility of the Scouting 
line. During the search operations the problem of re­
covering planes when squalls existed was a matter of con­
siderable moment. Bearings were frequently taken of the 
windward squalls' and it was found that with careful maneu­
vering of the carrier they could be avoided. Reports 
from airplanes of weather conditions to windward were also 
of value in this connection. By carefully timing the 
search,'the start of which was announced by the flank com- 
nandors, the position of any given plane of tho search 
could readily bo determined at any instant. Radio bearings 
wore frequently taken both by tho pianos on thoir loops 
and by tho ship. These bearings served as a good chock of 
thoir position. • Radio boarings wore also taken on tho 
flank destroyers and were of material assistance to theso 
destroyers in maintaining stations. Appendix (E) is a 
Plotting Diagram for tracking pianos while on search.

23. Tho statistics below indicate the extent of tho 
air oporations during tho search period 13 July to 18 ,
July inclusive:

Area Searched - 151;556 square miles
. . Hiles Flown - 143,242 

Plano Hours in tho Air - 1591.1

24. In general air operations wore carried out 
smoothly. Communications woro excellent'. There was only 
Ono instance of radio failure of a piano,which resulted 
in that piano’s elimination from one flight. There woro 
two minor airplane accidents in which damage of material 
rosultod. The more serious of thoso occurred when piano 
4-3-8 failed to engage the arresting gear and tho piano 
crashed into tho barrier. Tho damage was such that a 
major overhaul is nccossary. Tho second was occasioned 
by plane 2-T-13 landing off cantor to tho loft, which re­
sulted in damage to the loft lower wing and landing gear. 
No injuries to personnel occurred in either of thoso 
accidents. , -

25. Except for tho comparatively small areas that ' 
woro blanked out by rain squalls, tho search was thorough, 
and it is the conviction of the aviators who did tho 
flying that neither the Earhart plane nor tho survivors 
wore in tho area searched. An estimate was obtained from 
tho ITASCA, which vessel had had the most osporionco in 
tho Howland Island area, of the most probable location of

• ■ - 8 - • .



tho missing flyers on 16 July, if afloat. This estimate 
coincided with that of the LEXINGTON Group.

26. As a result of the' experience of six days 
continuous flight operations, it is believed that tho 
search plans dovisod aro sound. Tho performance of 
personnel and material was satisfactory in all respects.

27. Although unfortunately tho fato of tho missing 
flyors remains a mystery, it is considorod that the 
search node was efficient and that tho areas covered 
wore the most probable ones, based on the facts and 
inf ormation .available. ■

Wxi-rl.
LEIGH} NOYES ' \ •
Cap'tain, U;S. Navy, *
Commanding, U.3.S. Lexington.
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