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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK

February 1938

Sias Nellis G. Donohoe, 
Aaelia £&rkrt Foundation, 
911 Lathaw Stjum Building, 
Oakland, California.

Dear Ulas Donohoe*

I wish you to Know that I have received and 
noted with appreciative interest your prospectus 
of plans to create an Amelia narhart Foundation. 
She was a remarkable woman and the developi^Vor 
aviation has sustained & great loss in her passing. 
She was a woman of remarkable vision, definite 
cooperative spirit and courage. She was stoat 
constructive in her conferences and cooperation 
with us in our efforts to develop air commerce.

Referring tow to your invitation to me to 
become & aether of the Honorary Board of Trustees 
under the incorporation whidh you are creating for 
the Foundation^ I would advise that early in ay 
incumbency of this office I received so many 
requests to be identified with undertakings outside 
of the Government that I had to aaopt the rule of 
not accepting any in order to be ju.t to all.

I aa sure that you appreciate this situation 
and will accept ay very best wishes for the success 
of your worthy objective in honoring toe memory of 
Amelia Earhart.

Very sincerely.

DtBIIL C. ROPER 
Secretary of Commerce

DCR-B



The scientist. "Always laboratory-minded,” she 
studied science enthusiastically at Columbia 
and Harvard.

The untiring champion of women’s progress, 
particularly in education.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, speaking at the inau­
gural luncheon of The Foundation at the White 
House, said, “Ever since Amelia Earhart was lost I 
have had a feeling that everybody would want 
that personality and spirit and courage carried on 
in some way, so that people, young people espe­
cially, would not forget. .. she had the power to 
fire their imaginations and make them dream 
dreams and see visions. I did not really feel that I 
knew where she had roots, so that a memorial 
could be started. The idea that she had an interest 
here in a college and that out of that could grow a 
living memorial was welcome. I hope that the 
whole plan will appeal to you as it has to me.

“It will be something that will help young women 
to do things, something she was interested in, so 
that something of value to us which Amelia Ear­
hart represented shall be carried on to the younger 
generation and not die.”



Fittingly, The Amelia Earhart Foundation is de­
signed to benefit women. As fittingly, it has been 
created by the Trustees of Thiel College, Pennsyl­
vania, the college from which she received the de­
gree of Doctor of Science, and with which the Ear­
hart family had been connected for more than 
seventy years.

Shortly before her last Hight, Amelia Earhart, 
deeply interested as ever in promoting advantages 
for women, planned to aid in erecting a Hall of 
Residence for women there, and the Trustees feel 
a moral obligation to fulfill her wish. But as a 
complete memorial this alone is inadequate. To 
honor the whole Amelia Earhart, it is planned 
that The Foundation shall, as well, grant post 
graduate scholarships in Science and Sociology, 
her best-beloved subjects.

Open to women graduates of accredited colleges 
the country over, the Science scholarships will be 
available at any accredited institution the recipi­
ents may choose, and the scholarships in Sociology 
will be tenable at leading settlements, where re­
cipients will learn as Amelia Earhart learned, 
serve as Amelia Earhart served.

The immediate goal of The Foundation is $500,000 
—$300,000 to endow scholarships, $200,000 for the



Women’s Hall of Residence. A Board of Trustees, 
incorporated separately from the Trustees of 
Thiel College, is being selected and they will ap­
point an advisory committee to aid them in select­
ing candidates for scholarships.

The fund raising Headquarters in Washington 
are Suite 105, 744 Jackson Place, N.W., and the 
Washington depository is the Riggs National 
Bank, 1503 Pennsylvania Avenue.

Please make checks payable to The Amelia Earhart 
Foundation, Inc.

WASHINGTON COMMITTEE 
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LIVING MEMORIAL

------------- TO--------------

AMELIA EARHART

Amelia Earhart—her shining courage, her broad 
human sympathies, her enthusiasms, her deep 
faith in women—should live on, actively, and re­
main forever inspiring, especially to the young.

The Amelia Earhart Foundation, therefore, seeks 
to keep alive and fruitful the memory, not only of 
Amelia Earhart the valiant pioneer of the air, but 
of Amelia Earhart—

The devoted social worker. “Life can be a 
beautiful thing,” she said, “but what shuts out 
happiness for some does so for me and mine.”

The self forgetful teacher. She became an ex­
tension lecturer to Massachusetts mill hands.



(Not printed at Government expense)

IN MEMORIAM—AMELIA EARHART

SPEECH
OF

HON. HATTIE W. CARAWAY
OF ARKANSAS

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
May 27, 1938

Mrs. CARAWAY. Mr. President, I do not desire to detain 
the Senate in the consideration of the measure now before 
us, but Monday will be Memorial Day. Within the past year 
Amelia Earhart, one of the 12 most notable women of the 
past hundred years, has passed on. She was a woman who 
symbolized to a remarkable degree the courage, the pioneer­
ing spirit and the broad achievements of American woman­
hood. She had only 39 years of life, but into those years she 
poured a spirit so untrammeled that the world of men and 
women has a truer conception of what heights a woman may 
reach when she girds herself to competition on an equal 
footing with men.

She was an ardent feminist and a humanitarian. She 
once decided to become a doctor, and to that end took a 
course in science, combining with that course a study in 
sociology. I think it quite fitting to call attention to the 
fact that this is Amelia Earhart Week, signifying the na­
tional appeal sponsored by a national committee, of which 
Mrs. Roosevelt is the honorary chairman, and in Washing­
ton by a committee headed by Mrs. James J. Davis, to estab­
lish a worthy and living memorial in honor of Amelia 
Earhart.

I cannot state better the underlying motives of this 
national appeal than in the words of Mrs. Roosevelt:

I hope we will be able to interest a great many people In order 
that something of the personality, spirit, and courage which 
Amelia Earhart represented to us shall be carried on to the younger 
generation.

Our President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, writes as follows:
I am glad to learn that the Indomitable spirit which surmounted 

so many obstacles and pointed the way to new feminine achieve­
ments Is to be commemorated In the Amelia Earhart Foundation. 
This foundation should, like her own radiant spirit and personality, 
be free in scope and idealistic in expression. Planned on such 
Unes It can become an active force in moulding the destinies of 
those who come under its influence.

Also, if I may do so without violating the rules of this 
body, I express the hope of general participation by the 
American people in establishing so worthy and lasting a 
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memorial to one of our great characters, through national 
scholarships in science and sociology, in order that other 
young women, through succeeding generations, may be 
trained along such lines as will equip them to render dis­
tinguished service such as Amelia Earhart rendered to our 
Nation.

70614—15514
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 13, 1938

My dear My. Chamberlain

I am glad to learn that the in­
domitable spirit which surmounted so many ob­
stacles and pointed the way to new feminine 
achievements is to be commemorated in the Amelia 
Earhart Foundation. This foundation should, 
like her own radient spirit and personality, be 
free in scope and idealistic in expression. 
Planned on such lines it can become an active 
force in moulding the destinies of those who 
come under its influence.

Mr. Ernest ,B. Chamberlain, 
The Amelia Earhart Foundation, 
Suite 105 - 744 Jackson Place, N. W 
Washington, D. C.

Very sincerely yours,



Immediate Eelease.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1938.

Secretary Roper issued the following statement today concerning "Amelia 

Earhart Week, " May 22-23, 1938:

"I am glad to encourage the sponsors of "Amelia Earhart Week," the con- 

structive objective of which is to familiarize the American people with the 

purpose of the proposed Amelia Earhart Foundation.

"The movement not only commemorates the wonderful research endeavors and 

achievements of this intrepid woman in the field of aviation but, through the 

scholarship provision, should make possible the encouragement of the educational 

attainments of others.

"As one of the aeronautical advisers of the Bureau of Air Commerce of the 

Department of Commerce and on her own private initiative, Miss Earhart displayed 

a remarkably broad conception of the problems of aviation, as well as skill 

and cooperation in solving them through practical and research endeavors.

"I commend to the generosity of the American people, the efforts of all 

those who are promoting this Foundation."

- 0 -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington

May 13, 1938.

^•dear Mr. Chamberlain*

I am glad to loam 
that the indomitable spirit which surmounted 
so many obstacles and pointed the way to new 
feminine achievements is to be ccrmaemorated 
in the Amelia Earhart Foundation* This founda­
tion should, like her own radiant spirit and 
personality, be free in scope and idealistic in 
expression* Planned on such lines it can become 
an active force in moulding the destinies of 
those who come under its influence*

Very sincerely yours.

(Signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt

Mr* Ernest B* Chamberlain
The Amelia Earhart Foundation
Suita 106 - 744 Jackson Place, N* W*
Washington, D. C*
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AMELIA EARHART

FOUNDATION

LATHAM SQUARE BUILDING 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA



^dn Unsolved <UXCystery
On the twenty-first day of May, 1937, Amelia Earhart started her “Around the 

World Flight” from Oakland, California. She piloted her Lockheed Electra across 
the United States, leaving her native country at Miami, passing along the coast of 
South America and over the Atlantic Ocean to the Western Coast of Africa.

She then continued to wing her way across the jungles of Africa and on to Cal­
cutta, India; thence to Singapore; Port Darwin, Australia; and Lae, New Guinea.

Up to this point she had covered twenty-two thousand miles of her flight in forty 
days, approximately seven thousand miles remaining between her and her home port, 
Oakland, California.

At ten A. M. on Friday, July 2nd, Miss Earhart began her twenty-five hundred 
mile flight from Lae to a tiny spot of land in the great Pacific Ocean, Howland Island, 
and over a route never traveled by any human being in a plane.

This was by far one of the most hazardous trips ever attempted. It covered a 
vast body of water, literally studded with innumerable charted and uncharted islands, 
atolls, and coral reefs. Somewhere among them lies the solution of a mystery which 
has engaged the attention of the entire world.

REASON FOR SEARCH
At die time Miss Earhart’s plane disappeared, the Navy Department came for- 

ward and offered its services and ships to conduct a search It is »Pn t ^T6 t Navy and Coast Guard made as thorough a search LZUaXtS 
hurried and unfavorable conditions prevailing at the time. ^ e un“er ^e

In view of the well known aeronautical skill of Amelia Farhod j 1L
ing ability of Captain Frederick J. Noonan, it would seem more than reasonabkXt’ 
after they had passed over numerous islands, fighting a head wind, with their Xhne 
supply low, they attempted to retrace their path. In this case thev mav LT? 
landed on one of the many islands they had previously sighted. y y We ^

From time to time, various amateur radio operators picked up messa^ ™™ ^ 
which were thought to have been authentic. Although messages indicafed’ that thp 
fliers were down on land, they were so garbled that no definite information could h 
gleaned as to their whereabouts.

A careful and lengthy analysis of these messages and data obtained during and 
since the search, together with a checking of American and British charts of the 
Pacific waters, has led those investigating to believe that some of the messages were 
authentic and that it is more than possible the fliers came down on land This belief 
has been further strengthened through checking information collected with a num 
ber of the oldest and best known Pacific Ship Masters. A number of these who have



spent many years of their lives in sail and power in these Pacific island waters, believe 
a strong probability exists that Miss Earhart and her navigator landed safely on some 
small island and may be still alive awaiting rescue. One of them states: “I am firmly 
convinced that there is far more than an even chance of Miss Earhart and her naviga­
tor having landed on one of the hundreds of islands in that area, where any kind of a 
ship might not touch for a year or many years.”

In addition, there are instances where persons have been marooned on islands 
in this vicinity and have been able to sustain life for various lengthy periods.

FOUNDATION ESTABLISHED
The FOUNDATION is preparing to conduct a search in and about these charted 

and uncharted islands, atolls, and coral reefs, for the purpose of covering territory 
which it has so far been impossible to survey thoroughly. In connection therewith, 
there will be used small boats from the “mother-ship,” which is of shallow draught, 
making it possible to navigate waters inaccessible to vessels of deep draught.

Much scientific equipment is being taken on the expedition for a careful and 
minute search of six to eight months duration. The crew will be composed of men 
thoroughly experienced in the use of all such scientific equipment. The personnel will 
include divers, men trained in survey work, and men who are familiar with and have 
navigated these waters for many years.

With the knowledge that Amelia Earhart looked forward to the time when she 
could give her support and encouragement to other ambitious girls and women de­
sirous of following aviation as a life work,* a group of her friends have been instru­
mental in establishing the Amelia Earhart Foundation, a non-profit corporation.

PURPOSES OF FOUNDATION
To conduct an expedition to clear up the mystery surrounding *e dhappemw 

of Amelia Earhart, the lost aviatrix, and Captain Frederick J. N“n“- 
and to attempt to determine beyond doubt whether or not they are still alive.

To induce, encourage, and inspire the study of aeronautical navigation and the 
sciences akin thereto. , _ ntinn

These, and other purposes, are fully set forth in the Articles of Incorporation 
filed with the Secretary of the State of California, as included herein.

FINANCES ,
The Amelia Earhart Foundation will be supported b^ of

by public-spirited citizens, friends, the public at arge, an ^ Board
various rights:- books, moving pictures, radio, magazine articles, etc., 
of Governors may direct from time to time._____ ______ _——------ ------ - — —
* See “Last Flight” by Amelia Earhart in collaboration with U- h—h—»



The number, rights, privileges and powers of members shall be as follows:
1. Founder Members:

a. There shall be five Founder Members consisting of the five incorporators of this corporation.
b. In case of the resignation or death of any one or more of the said Founder Members, the vacancy or 

vacancies so created shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining Founder Members.
c. A Founder Membership is not transferable.
d. That the powers of this corporation shall be exercised, its property controlled, and its affairs con­

ducted by the Founder Members to the end that the purposes for which this corporation was formed may be 
carried out.

e. Founder Members shall have no interest whatsoever, either vested or otherwise, in the assets of the
corporation.

2. Honorary Trustee Members:
a. Honorary Trustee Members shall be individuals of recognized character and integrity who shall 

be elected by the Founder Members.
b. The Founder Members shall determine from time to time the number of Honorary Trustee Mem­

bers.
c. Honorary Trustee Members shall have no vote or voice in the conduct of the affairs or the business

of this corporation, nor shall they have any interest in and to the assets of this corporation.
d. Honorary Trustee Memberships are not transferable.

ARTICLE IX
There shall be no capital stock; membership in the Amelia Earhart Foundation shall be evidenced by 

a certificate executed under the Seal of the corporation and signed by the President and Secretary thereof.

ARTICLE X
This corporation from time to time may do any one or more of the acts and things to carry out any one or 

more of the purposes here set forth and may transact business in the State of California, in other states of the 
Union, in the District of Columbia, in the districts, dependencies and colonies of the United States and in for­
eign countries.

ARTICLE XI
The Articles of Incorporation may be amended by resolution of the Board of Directors and the vote or 

written consent of all the Founder Members.
IN WITNESS HEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 23rd day of December, 1937, 

as the incorporators of the “Amelia Earhart Foundation,” a non-profit corporation.
NELLIE G. DONOHOE
G. EARLE WHITTEN 
KENNETH C. GILLIS 
JAMES A. MAHARRY 
E. H. DIMITY

(Seal) 
(Seal) 
(Seal) 
(Seal) 
(Seal)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, )
COUNTY OF ALAMEDA. ) '

On this 23rd day of December, in the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-seven before me, 
Darrell B. Edwards, a Notary Public in and for the County of Alameda, State of California, residing therein, 
duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared Nellie G. Donohoe, G. Earle Whitten, Kenneth C. Gillis, 
James A. Maharry and E. H. Dimity, known to me to be the persons described in and whose names are sub­
scribed to the within instrument, and they acknowledged to me that they executed the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my Official Seal, the day and 
year in this certificate first above written.

DARRELL B. EDWARDS,
Notary Public in and for the County of Alameda, State of California.
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Amelia Earhart Foundation 
A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION 

922 LATHAM SQUARE BUILDING

HlGATE -4600-4601

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 

February 4, 1938.

101232

Honorable Daniel C. Roper, 
3001 Woodland Drive, 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Roper:

Inclosed herewith is information concerning 
the formation and purposes of the AMELIA EARHART FOUNDATION, 
together with the Articles of Incorporation.

The worthiness of the cause, and the manner 
in which it is to be carried out, prompts the Board of 
Directors to extend to a few an invitation to become a 
member of the Honorary Board of Trustees.

Every precaution has been taken in the 
handling of accumulated funds which are to be raised as 
set forth in the accompanying folder.

Mindful of your interest in aviation, or 
in the merits of the purposes for which this is founded, 
I have been given authority by the Board of Directors to 
extend to you an invitation to become a member of this 
Honorary Board of Trustees.

Please read the inclosed carefully, and 
advise me of your acceptance.

Very cordially,

Nellie G. Donohoe.

NGD:CT
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Immediate Release. „twdtz May 19, 1938.OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK-

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE . . .-
WASHINGTON J^/^^oL^

. - Secretary Roper issued the following statement today concerning "Amelia 

Earhart Week," May 22-28, 1938:

"I am glad to encourage the sponsors of "Amelia Earhart Week," the con­

structive objective of which is to familiarize the American people with the 

purpose of the proposed Amelia Earhart Foundation.

"The movement not only commemorates the wonderful research endeavors and 

achievements of this intrepid woman in the field of aviation but, through the 

scholarship provision, should make possible the encouragement of the educational 

attainments of others.

"As one of the aeronautical advisers of the Bureau of Air Commerce of the 

Department of Commerce and on her own private initiative, Miss Earhart displayed 

a remarkably broad conception of the problems of aviation, as well as skill 

and cooperation in solving them through practical and research endeavors.

"I commend to the generosity of the American people, the efforts of all 

those who are promoting this Foundation."

- 0 -
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLEnK
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May a, 1938*

Mr. Finest B. Chamberlin, 
Care, Amelia Earhart Foundation, 
Suite 105»
744 Jackson Place NW., 
Washington* D, c.

Dear Mr. Chamberlin:

I am transmitting herewith a letter from the American 

Library Service, New York City, indicating a desire to get 

in touch with the Amelia Earhart Foundation for the purpose of 

furnishing interesting Information concerning Miss Earhart

and her work.

With kindest regards, 1 am
RECEIVED FOR FILII^

Very sincerely, j^ $

Administrative Assistant 
to the Secretory

Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

My dear Mr, Chamberlain:

listed

I am glad to learn that the in­
domitable spirit which surmounted so many ob­
stacles and pointed the way to new feminine 
achievements is to be commemorated in the Amelia 
Earhart Foundation. Tills foundation should, 
like her own radiant spirit and personality, be 
free in scope and idealistic in expression. 
Planned on such lines it can become an active 
force in moulding the destinies of those who 
come under its influence.

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Ernest B. Chamberlain, 
The Amelia Earhart Foundation, 
Suite 105 - 744 Jackson Place, K. W. 
Washington, D. C.

MAY 2 5 1938

For information 
contact Miss Cuddy, 
Bureau of Air Commerce,
Room 5046, Telephone 375•
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Secretary Roper issued, the following statement today concerning .^Amelia

Earhart Week," May 22-28, 1938:

"I am glad to encourage the sponsors of "Amelia Earhart Week," the con­

structive objective of which is to familiarize the American people with the 

purpose of the proposed Amelia Earhart Foundation.

"The movement not only commemorates the wonderful research endeavors and 

achievements of this intrepid woman in the field of aviation but, through the 

scholarship provision, should males possible the encouragement of the educational 

attainments of others.

"As one of the aeronautical advisers of the Bureau of Air Commerce of the

Department of Commerce and on her own private initiative, Miss Earhart displayed 

a remarkably broad conception of the problems of aviation, as well as skill 

and cooperation in solving them through practical and research endeavors.

"I commend to the generosity of the American people, the efforts of all 

those who are promoting this Foundation."
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(Not printed at Government expense) ^3^

IN MEMORI AM—AMELIA EARHARtf//

SPEECH
of ''.

HON. HATTIE W. CARAWAY
OF ARKANSAS

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

/Oi^>^

May 27, 193S
Mrs. CARAWAY. Mr. President, I do not desire to detain 

the Senate in the consideration of the measure now before 
us, but Monday will be Memorial Day. Within the past year 
Amelia Earhart, one of the 12 most notable women of the 
past hundred years, has passed on. She was a woman who 
symbolized to a remarkable degree the courage, the pioneer­
ing spirit and the broad achievements of American woman­
hood. She had only 39 years of life, but into those years she 
poured a spirit so untrammeled that the world of men and 
women has a truer conception of what heights a woman may 
reach when she girds herself to competition on an equal 
footing with men.

She was an ardent feminist and a humanitarian. She 
once decided to become a doctor, and to that end took a 
course in science, combining with that course a study in 
sociology. I think it quite fitting to call attention to the 
fact that this is Amelia Earhart Week, signifying the na­
tional appeal sponsored by a national committee, of which 
Mrs. Roosevelt is the honorary chairman, and in Washing­
ton by a committee headed by Mrs. James J. Davis, to estab­
lish a worthy and living memorial in honor of Amelia 
Earhart.

I cannot state better the underlying motives of this 
national appeal than in the words of Mrs. Roosevelt:

I hope we will be able to Interest a great many people in order 
that something of the personality, spirit, and courage which 
Amelia Earhart represented to us shall be carried on to the younger 
generation.

Our President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, writes as follows:
I am glad to learn that the Indomitable spirit which surmounted 

so many obstacles and pointed the way to new feminine achieve­
ments is to be commemorated in the Amelia Earhart Foundation. 
This foundation should, like her own radiant spirit and personality, 
be free in scope and idealistic in expression. Planned on such 
lines it can become an active force in moulding the destinies of 
those who come under its Influence.

Also, if I may do so without violating the rules of this 
body, I express the hope of general participation by the 
American people in establishing so worthy and lasting a

70514—16514 . ... . , ,
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memorial to one of our great characters, through national 
scholarships in science and sociology, in order that other 
young women, through succeeding generations, may be 
trained along such lines as will equip them to render dis­
tinguished service such as Amelia Earhart rendered to our 
Nation.
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Sr. S. Sutton
R. 1, Box 650
Pratt Avenue
St. Helena, California

Dear Hr. Sutton:

Thia will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
toy 31 relative to your letter to the Honorable 
Henry A. Wallace, Secretary of Comerce, under 
date of April 21, 1946. The letter in question 
was referred to the Administrator of Civil 
Aeronautics by the Secretary’s office with 
instructions to handle as necessary. Ton way 
rest assured that the Secretary's office is 
aware of the action that has been taken.

Sincerely yours,

E. Ml WUIHAMA

Administrator of Civil Aeronautics

cc: Secretary’s Office

FWDevlin*ca



National Sponsors Committee 
as of April 16, 1938

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Honorary Chairman 

Judge Florence E. Allen 
Mrs. George Backer 
Mrs. Minerva B. Beveridge 
Miss Charlotte Carr 
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt 
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Chesterman 
Hon. and Mrs. James John Davis 
Mrs. William C. Dickerman 
Mrs. Robert L. Dodge 
Mrs. Mary Childs Draper 
Dr. Henry W. Elson 
Hon. Frank L. Fay 
Mrs. Jacob H. Gilbert 
Mrs. Frederick E. Guest 
Miss Helen Hall 
Mrs. John Henry Hammond 
Mrs. Oliver Harriman 
Mr. Clayton E. Hildum 
Hon. William E. Hirt 
Mrs. Hannah Clothier Hull 
Miss Fannie Hurst 
Judge Dorothy Kenyon 
Mrs. James Lees Laidlaw 
Mrs. Roberta Campbell Lawson 
Mrs. Henry Goddard Leach 
Mrs. Herbert H. Lehman 
Mrs. George H. Lorimer 
Miss Mary E. Markley 
Mrs. Eugene Meyer 
Mrs. Caroline O’Day 
Mrs. Ruth Haller Ottaway 
Mrs. Edgerton Parsons 
Mrs. Stephen H. P. Pell 
Mr. George Palmer Putnam 
Mr. Justice and Mrs. Stanley F. Reed 
Mrs. Ogden Reid 
Mr. Andrew W. Robertson 
Mrs. Howard F. Rough 
Mrs. Frank M. Sawtell 
Mrs. John M. Schiff 
Mrs. Vladimir Simkhovitch 
Miss Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Mrs. George Sloane 
Miss Margaret L. Sorg 
Mrs. Henry Davis Stark 
Mrs. Edward R. Stettinius, Jr. 
Mrs. Louise Thaden 
Miss Dorothy Thompson 
Mrs. Juan T. Trippe 
Miss Sarah Wambaugh 
Mrs. Thomas J. Watson 
Miss Earlene White 
Mrs. Eva Whiting White 
Dr. Gould Wickey 
Miss Charl Ormond Williams 
Miss Mary E. Woolley 
Mrs. Owen D. Young

AMELIA EARHART FOUNDATION
A national educational Foundation to honor the courage and character 
that inspired her accomplishments in Science and Social Welfare.

FILES
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK

June 15, 1938

Mr. E. W. Libbey, Chief Clerk 
Room 6422 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Libbey:

may I express appreciation, on behalf of The Amelia^.£>)<, 
Earhart Foundation, of your interest and cooperation '> 
in helping to put the matter before the members of 
your Department.

NEW YORK HEADQUARTERS 
Room 949

60 East 42nd Street 
New York

VAnderbilt 3 • 5535

It seems to be the feeling in the various Departments 
that the appeal should be kept going as long as any 
gifts come in—perhaps well through this month. We 
shall also appreciate any means you may be able to 
take, such as the sending around of a memorandum, of 
informing workers of this fact and to emphasize that 
contributions in any amount, however small, will be 
gratefully received. From the first it was the wish 
of Mrs. Roosevelt and the other sponsors that many people 
throughout the country might be given the opportunity 
to share.

If you have any gifts in hand, please send them direct 
to me here at the national headquarters, addressed 
Amelia Earhart Foundation, Room 949, 60 East 42nd 
Street, Mew York City.

With kind personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

Ernest B. Chamberlain
Regional Director



FILES
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK

June 16, 1938.

^r. 8. B. Chsaberlaln,
Regional Director, The Amelia Earhart Foundation, 

Room 949, 60 East 42d Street, 
Sew York City.

Dear 'Jr. Qiasbarlaim

I hare your letter of June 15, and will inform our various 

units of the continuation of Amelia Earhart Foundation Campaign.

Mias Cuddy, who is receiving contributions, will be re­

quested to send to you such collections as have been received. 

Inasmuch as we distributed all of the Senator Caraway reprints, 

I regret that there are none available for return.

Sincerely yours,

E. W. Libboy 
Chief Clerk.

L-W



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Ofiice of the Chief Clerk

WASHINGTON

1 Secretary 
la Miss Renn

Assistant Secretary Patterson 
% /ir Commerce

Administrative Assistant 
fin Assistant Secretary Johnson 
3 Chief Clerk

5d Telephone

3d
3e
3f
3g 
oh

Accounts

Emergency Room 
Mail Room 
Information 
Mr. Morris 
Duplicating 
Typewriter Shop

Publications
<r Purchases & Sales

^. Patent Office
J£ Foreign & Domestic Commerce

Standards
Fisheries

Jo Lighthouses
X Coast & Geodetic Survey
J^' Marine Inspection & Navigation

Library
M. R. A. Records
Business Advisory Council
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

Andersen
Daniel
Evans 
Foster
Mills
Seward

Cafeteria
Captain of Guard
Golden Gate Exposition Com.
Group Superintendent
Int'l Boundary Commission
Maritime Commission
Postal Telegraph 
Unemployment Census 
Western Union Telegraph



FILES
OFFICE,OF TLE CHIEF 

(Copy)

THE AMELIA EARHART FOUNDATION

CLERK

A national educational Foundation to honor the < /
courage and character that inspired her accom- f 
plishments in Science and Social Welfare. 4/0*,

New York Headquarters
Room 949

60 East 42nd Street
June 15, 1938 New York

Mr. E. W. Libbey, Chief Clerk
Room 6422 Listen
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Libbeyt

May I express appreciation, on behalf of The Amelia 
Earhart Foundation, of your interest and cooperation 
in helping to put the matter before the members of 
your Department.

It seems to be the feeling in the various Departments 
that the appeal should be kept going as long as any 
gifts comein—perhaps well through this month. We 
shall also appreciate any means you may be able to 
take, such as the sending around of a memorandum, of 
informing workers of this fact and to emphasize that 
contributions in any amount, however small, will be 
gratefully received. From the first it was the wish 
of Mrs. Roosevelt and the other sponsors that many people 
throughout the country might be given the opportunity 
to share.

If you have any gifts in hand, please send them direct 
to me here at the national headquarters, addressed 
Amelia Earhart Foundation, Room 949, 60 East 42nd 
Street, New York City.

With kind personal regards,

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ E. B. Chamberlain

Ernest B. Chamberlain
Regional Director

Mailed lUMja

ehs



THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

WASHINGTON 25

Mr* 8* Sutton 
ft 1. Box 650 
Pm ft Avenue 
St. Molena, California

near V r. Snttont

Tour various letter# concerning the possibility 
of locating Amelia Bartort have been brought to ray attention 
and, nt ay direction* have been forwarded to the propar 
authorities.

The ooaplo to filo of correspondence exchanged 
by you and the Civil Aeronautics Adninistraticn (a bureau 
of the Department of Conraereo), no well a# copies of the 
infcreative letter# to you freer the Bevy Departmoat (to 
which the Civil Aeronaut!## Administration referred your 
oereunieatioM)* to# been reviewed in ay imaediato office.

In an organisation so large aa th# Department 
of Comoro#, many thousands of letters are resolved 
daily, however* an effort is node to answer all nail 
promptly and, if that 1# net peso Ibis, every a Unapt 
is nade to refer it to an agenoy or person where it 
will reeelvo the noct pertinent attontie®.

Your confidence in the ability of the Comoroe 
repartseat to assist you in your endeavor is (greatly 
appreciated, but the Cossoeree Department ha# no super* 
vision over such natters a# searching for Biosing 
person# in foreign water#, which is primarily a 
function of the Bavy Doper tmat. Tour original letter 
of April 21 «#s referred by me, through th# Administrator 
of Civil Aeronautics, to the Wavy Department, which 
Department wrote direct to you on June S, Tron, th# 
Navy Departnont returned your letter of April 81 to 
ay office* whore it i# now retained in ay files.



1

Mr, 8* Sutton

The utnit «Mldmtlon ha# teen given to 
your correspondence here in the Department of Cera-eree, 
and yen have revolved the fullest and met current advice 
that it i« jMilbl# for the Wavy te furnish t# you.

It is hoped that the above explanation will help 
to olarif j- the situation, and that you will bo satisfied 
that everything possible has been and is being dons to 
find Miss Earhart and her companion.

Sincerely yours.

aaWMlM
Secretary of Coamoroc

co: Chief Clerk
S

IBNoden:Ja 
7/2/46

rotary*s Files 
, Noden

Chief of Naval Operations - Ref: H2-10; SO 5 22 119; 
Serial 797P33

Bureau of the Chief Inspector 
Post Office Department

E» M. Sturhahn, CAA

C-yt# Secretary

Cleared, through 
Secretary's Correspondence

Section



22 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

oMOFFICE OF T»£ECRETARY
correspondencmButing slip

( ) Mr. Arnold 

( ) Mr. Browning 
( ) Mr. Burden 

( ) Mr. Capt 

( ) Mr. Catton 

( ) Mr. Cawley 

( ) Adm. Colbert 

( ) Dr. Condon 

( ) Mrs. Eaton 

( ) Mr. Gladieux 

( ) Mr. Green 

( ) Mr. Hauser
( ) Mr. Hippelheuser 

( ) Mr. Miller

( ) Mrs. Noden

( ) Mr. Ooms

( ) Mr. Paul

( ) Com^Reichelderfer

( ) M< Reynolds

(*0 Mr. Ryan
( ) Mr. Schindler

( ) Mr. Schroeder

( ) Mr. Short
( ) Mr. Stancliff

( ) Mr. Taylor

( ) Mr. Trimble
( ) Mr. T. P. Wright

( ) Mr. Young

THE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE IS FORWARDED 

FOR YOUR ATTENTION. IF A REPLY IS NECESSARY,

PLEASE ANSWER DIRECTLY OVER YOUR SIGNATURE.



SPECIAL 
SERVICE



DEPARTMEJ^F COMMERCE
Executive Assistant to the Secretary 

WASHINGTON

June 26, 1946

Mr. Giadieux:

While you were away, 
Sturhahn sent in all correspondence 
from this Sutton. I sent up to 
Ryan’s files, through Noden.

I think it would be well 
if Mrs. Noden at least acknowledged 
these letters for the Secretary — 
otherwise, he'll be writing in 
until he does get a letter from the 
Secretary.

Bernard L xeux

Mildred



FORM ACA-1517

ARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF CIVIL AERONAUTICS

CORRESPONDENCE ROUTING SLIP 
(FOR USE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR S OFFICE ONLY)

CORRESPONDENCE FROM

S. Sutton
St. Helena, Calif

JJATED •

June 20, 1946
Date Rec’d in adm. Office '

June 25
SUBJECT

Further complaint re failure to deliver his letter of 
4/21/46 to Mr. Wallace.

RETURN FILE AND ANY COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE TO MY OFFICE

— REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE PLEASE HANDLE

REPLY FOR YOUR SIGNATURE PLEASE SEE ME

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND FILE PLEASE COMMENT AND RETURN

NOTE AND RETURN INVESTIGATE AND REPORT

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE I 1946 
JACKET NO. 688960



T.N.Wright
Administrator Civil 
Washington D.C.

Aeronautics

P. 1 b x 650
Pratt Avenue

St.Helena California 
20th June 19^6

Memorandum is made that, if the confidential letter to 
Hon. Henry A. ’"allace from me of date 4-21-46 is not restored 
and permitted delivery to him, the letter is in effect destroyed. 
Reason, the Navy already has, for two years past, information 
from me, and refuses to honor it.

An illegibly signed letter is had from that office, 
not indicating any willingness that the information pass to 
Mr. Wallace. Delay of 25 days of the letter after taken, not 
mentioned .

S. Sutton



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
‘. ■ OFFICE OF THE ' i.

EXECUTIVE ASSISTS
- -------- JUN

THE SECRETARY

) MR.
)

)

MR. 
MR. 
MR. 
MR. 
MR. 
MR.

ARNOLD 
BASSIE 
BROWNING 
BURDEN 
CAPT 
CATTON 
CAWLEY

ADM. COLBERT 
DR. CONDON 
MRS. EATON
MR. 
MR. 
MR. 
MR. 
MR. 
DR. 
MR. 
MR.

FOWLER 
FRASE 
GOODRICK 
GORDON 
GREEN 
HAUSER 
JONES • 
MILLER 
NIELSON
JEB

CIRCULATE 
COMMENT 
FILE 
HOLD 
INITIAL 
INVESTIGATE 
NOTE
PREPARE REPLY 

SECRETARY'S 
SIGNATURE

PREPARE REPLY
YOUR SIGNATURE

PREPARE REPLY 
MY SIGNATURE

RETURN
SEE ME
SIGN
TAKE NECESSARY

)

MR. OOMS
MR. PAUL
COM.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR. 
DR.
MR.
MR.

BERNARD L. 
ROOM

REYNOLDS 
RYAN 
SCHINDLER 
SHORT 
SPENCER 
STANCLIFF 
STRIPLING 
TAYLOR 
TRIMBLE 
WRIGHT



OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

Department of Commerce 
CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 25

June 21, 1946

/Ol^^
Memorandum

To:

From:

Sub j e ct:

Executive Assistant to the Secretary 
Department of Commerce

Executive Assistant to the Administrator

File of Correspondence - S. Sutton

Sometime ago the Secretary1s Office forwarded to the 
Administrator a letter written by Mr. S. Sutton under 
date of April 21, evidently relating to the disappearance 
of Amelia Earhart. In line with the instructions to 
handle, a copy of the letter was forwarded to the Navy 
Department for consideration in connection with search 
and rescue operations.

Since that time Mr. Sutton has objected to this handling 
of the matter and the letter has been returned to us by 
the Navy Department. Also a Post Office Inspector 
visited my office last week.

It is my thought that the entire file of correspondence 
should rest in the Secretary’s file, and I am transmitting 
it herewith.

Attachment



In reply refer to Initials 
and No.

Navy Department

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

for PEACE 
OF 

MIN­

Serial: 931P33 Washington 25, D. C.
SAVINGS 
BONDS

OH

18 JUN 1946

My dear Mr. Wright:

In response to your letter to the Chief of Naval Operations 
dated May 20, 1946, which enclosed a letter from Mr. S. Sutton 
dated April 21, 1946, an answer was forwarded to Mr. Sutton on 
June 5, 1946.

Mr. Sutton’s reply dated June 10, 1946, to our letter re­
quests that his letter of April 21st be forwarded to the Secretary 
of Commerce since it was addressed to the Honorable Henry A. 
Wallace.

Accordingly, I am forwarding Mir. Sutton’s original letter 
of April 21st, a copy of our reply, and a copy of Mr. Sutton’s 
letter of June 10, 1946 to you for further transmittal to the 
Secretary of Commerce as requested by Mir. Sutton.

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to Mr. Sutton.

Sincerely yours,

B. L. CONOLLY 
yic* AdmixaL U. S. Navy

Mr. T. P. Wright
Administrator of Civil Aeronautics 

Department of Commerce
Washington, 25, D. C.

JUN 20 1946

RECEIVED 
CIVIL AERONAUTICS 

administration

mailroom 
WASHINGTON



Op-33Vl/c •

H2-10
SO 5 22 119
Serial: 797P33

5 June 19h5

My dear Mr. Sutton:

Your letter dated April 21, 191)6 to the Secretary of Commerce, 
regarding search for Amelia Earhart, has been referred to me for 
reply.

As you know, during the recent Pacific operations of World 
War H our forces as well as those of our Allies have carried on 
extensive land and sea operations in the most probable areas of 
loss of the Earhart plane as well as in all the areas adjacent to 
it. In additon, our shore teams have carried on thorough search 
operations of Pacific Islands and Atolls in order to trace missing 
persons of our own forces as well as to obtain information from 
the natives or other residents of events occurring in the area. 
Similar action has been taken or is in progress in areas assigned 
to our allies.

Our occupation of Japan, the Mandate Islands and other 
enemy areas has also provided me with a great amount of information 
regarding the past. Judging by similar information that has been 
obtained, it is felt that any positive clue as to the loss of the 
Earhart plane would also come to light.

In view of the above and in view of the fact that our efforts 
at locating any information regarding missing persons in the areas 
concerned are continuing, it is believed that every practicable 
step is being taken.

Your comments and recommendations are appreciated.

' Sincerely yours,

Mr. S. Sutton
R 1, Box 630

Pratt Avenue
St. Helena, Calif.

COPY



R 1 bx 650
Pratt Avenue
St. Helena, California 
10th June 19h6

Admiral D. C. Ramsey
Navy Department 
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

Reference is had. to yours of 5th June 19h6; H2-10; SO 
5 22 119; Serial 797P33.

The letter that was referred to you had been taken by 
one not the addressee, held 25 days, and referred to you. It 
was doubly-enveloped, marked confidential on inside envelope, and 
sealed. It was addressed to Hon. Henry A. Wallace, not to T. N. 
Wright,

The necessary matter, written by me, had been in hands of 
the Navy Department about two years.

The delay and obstruction does grave harm to the remaining 
chance for the lives of two persons who are obviously indicated 
to have been taken by the Japanese Military Authority.

It is assumed you are willing to convey the letter to Hon. 
Henry A. Wallace, to whom it was addressed; and to notify me.

Thanking you, I am,

Yours truly,

s/s S, Sutton,

COPY



R 1 DX 650
Pratt Avenue

T.N.Wright
Administrator Civil Aeronautics 
Washington D.C.

Sir:

It is indicated that you 
confidential re-enveloped letter 
A. Wallace. The letter was from

S£ . Helena California 
J 1 s t May 19^6

//
have opened and diverted a 
addressed to Honorable Henry 
me and of date 21st April 1946.

You will notify me whether you had been authorized 
by Mr. Wallace to do as described, or not.

Respectfully

S. Sutton

19 3 O'
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DEPARTMENT

OFFICE .OF T

CORRESPONDENCE ROUTING SLIP

( ) Mr. Arnold 

( ) Mr. Browning 

( ) Mr.Burden 

( ) Mr. Japt. 
( ) MnZCatton 

( )ymr. Cawley 
(i< Adm. Colbert 

( ) Dr. Condon 

( ) Mrs. Eaton 

( ) Mr. Gladieux 

( ) Mr. Green 

( ) Mr. Hauser 

( ) Mrs. Noden

( ) Mr. Ooms 

( ) Mr. Paul 
'( ) Com. Reichelderfer 

( ) Mr. Reynolds 

( ) Mr. Ryan 

( ) Mr. Schindler 

( ) Mr. Short 

( ) Mr. Stancliff 

( ) Mr. Taylor 

( ) Mr. Trimble 
( ) Mr. T. P. Wright 

( ) Mr. Young 

( )

THE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE IS FORWARDED

FOR YOUR ATTENTION. IF A REPLY IS NECESSARY,
PLEASE ANSWER' DIRECTLY OVER YOUR SIGNA'Kja&T-T,





£2-
,* DEPARTMENT Og^MMERC^P' 

, OFFICE OF TH^WcRETARY

CORRESPONDENCE ROUTING SLIP

( ) Mr. Arnold 

( ) Mr. Browning 

( ) Mr.Burden 
( ) Mr. Capt.

( ) Mr. Catton 

( ) Mr. Cawley 
( ) Adm. Colbert 

( ) Dr. Condon 

( ) Mrs. Eaton 
( ) Mr. Gladieux 

( ) Mr. Green 

( ) Mr. Hauser 

( ) Mrs. Noden

( ) Mr. Ooms

( ) Mr. Paul

( ) Coj>r'Reichelderfer
( ) Jffr. Reynolds

(|Z) Mr. Ryan

( ) Mr. Schindler

( ) Mr. Short
( ) Mr. Stancliff

( ) Mr. Taylor

( ) Mr. Trimble z

( ) Mr. T. P. Wright

( ) Mr. Young

( )

COMMENTS:

THE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE IS FORWARDED

FOR YOUR ATTENTION. IF A REPLY IS NECESSARY,
PLEASE ANSWER DIRECTLY OVER YOUR ^^^RE/7^



CONFIDENTIAL R 1 bx 650
°ratt Avenue 
St.Helena California 
21st April 1 9 4 6 

Hon. Henry A. Wallace 
Department of Commerce 
Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. Wallace: 12
Supplement is made letter J#st March '46, Due to 

unusual circumstances, there was not known to me till very lately 
the import of signals heard 1957 by amateur radio atations.The rein 
occur corroborative indications detention by Japanese. Integrated 
effect of numerous and superficially confusing signals regarded.

Barring details,indication is made: Near 10:50 P.M 
solar time Marshall Is.,6th July,was heard: "--281 north howland-- 
cannot hold out much 1onger--drifting southwest- we above water-- 
motor sinking in water-- very wet----- ", Observe glaring indications 
Japanese composition and transmission; also plane would have come 
down on open water whence its transmitter could not have sent that 
message at that time* also area was searched before and after; also 
the intrinsic content reappears in other signals proximal as to time 
and with bad keying. Near 5’^0 P.M.solar time Marshall is.,8th Ju­
ly, was heard: "-----  alls well at 5 degrees south lat., 175 degrees
west--". Corresponds to ironical expression that would have been 
made by Japanese officer after having had time to make sure that 
the searchers were fully mystified. These signals no proof of any­
thing; but evidence shows through as grave indication. Allowance is 
necessarily made for cranks and nuts among amateur radio oprs.

Basically, detention is indicated even if all 
signals are thrown out. Grave prohibition of any intrusion Marshall 
Islands existed. Descent of plane far off-course is indicated. Upon 
missing Howland,the aviatrix would have reversed sharply and exec­
uted eeconnoissance with north7 south extension. Into northwest,the 
atmospheric laterals extended far; local storm front would have 
been deceptive to skilled navigator,during darkness. An off-north 
and retarded west position is probable; take-off was delayed; the 
Nurru signals (in newspapers) would have come with like indication 
if plane off-course even that early. Descent proximal Jaluit is 
probable,but detention is indicated regardless over extensive range, 
if thereoccurred inadvertent observation Japanese Military evidence.

Crux of matter is that search at west of Kerguelen 
as per my letter Australia 15th May 1^44 to Director-General of 
Security, must be made. Then, if nav iga tor , Mr'. Noonai , surv ives , he 
can be had alive also. His detention at some outlying post or fish­
boat is indicated. Any enquiry thereto now unwise.

Do not know Lindbergh's view, but suggest you talk 
to him (% United Aircraft Co.,East Hartford 8, Conn.); also Mrs. 
Roosevelt, Sen. Claude Pepper, et al.

My efforts that search be made as per locus before 
given,and proximal region if necessary, continue inexorably.

Yours truly

ENCLOSURE



...» Oth*”'letter referred Ope" 
S.^tton on

with,

R 1 bx 650
Pratt Avenue 
St.Helena California 
12 th larch 1946

Hon. Henry A. Wallace 
Washington D.C,

Dear Mr. Wallace:
It would be ay wish that you might speak to 

Rep. Helen G. Douglas(Ca1 if) and President Truman on the matter
following:

7-2-'57 Amelia Earhart Putnam; storm warning 
radioed Just before takeoff, overruied;pro ba ble deviation magnetic 
compasses whereafter directional gyro could not be reset; by me 
believed offcourse NW quadrant regional North 5 bo 7 degrees,East 
168 degrees; transmitter intact but no distress signal sent;
contact indicated,possibly
mandatory,detention nearly 
efforts to get U.S.approval
by me (President Roosevelt 
Canberra 5-’5-^4); former

Japanese fishing-boat; inspection 
certain; if so,disposal believed solved; 
to Australia to make search as informed 
5-18-44; Director-General of Security, 

referred U.S.Chief Naval Operations; no
encouragement there.

Japanese would have notified U . S.warships,"No 
need to search Marshall Islands,we will search them"; they did so; 
would have ta^en aviatrix east,transferred her to deep-sea whaler, 
thence to Kergue1en,thence by foot to west shore,thence,waiting on 
weather,to Isle De L'Ouest, (B.A.Chart 2593), by sealer's boat 
carried to west shore Kerguelen, bong time may have boon taken, 
but expense offset from Japanese standpoint. No other way would 
have suited the Japanese like this.

Disposal Navigator(Mr,Noonan) wholly different; 
unwise to make enquiry at this time; rigid precaution against any 
possible causation of any rumors must be had.

Indication is clear. Our duty is to get this 
search made. It must be made.

This is not from one who reads detective stories. 
Did there exist any other course or region that by either condition 
or circumstance would comparably suit the Japanese, the indication 
would be weakened; such does not occur.

Last signals prove transmitter intact,
Your consideration is hoped for.
Thanking you, I am,
Very truly yours, O Q _mJL

S. Sutton
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