
" Department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

January 19, 1938

The statements made In 
this letter both as regards 
the approximate position of 
Miss Earhart’s plane and the 
area covered by the naval 
planes in their search for 
Miss Earhart ere based on in­
formation received from Com­
mander Creighton, O.N. I.
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Honorable Cordell Hull 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C.

January 17, 1938

/ Division of ' .
FAB EAS1EHH AFfMK ,

i^nism/t
epartment of State

29^8

JAM 1 9 1938

Dear Mr. Secretary: '^^nrfNT of s^

I am sending you, herewith, photograph of the front page 
of "Smith’s Weekly", published in Sydney, Australia. The 
continuation of the article starting on that page is completed 
on a second photostat which accompanies the first. I know you 
will find interest in reading this article if you have not 
already done so.

I am submitting it to you, first, for the information 
which it may afford; and second, to ascertain whatever might 
be available concerning the authenticity of the article. I am 
especially anxious to know if the story has any foundation in 
fact at all; whether the findings, if any, made by the Navy­
Fliers were substantial; and whether it is true that the alleged 
findings were shared with the British Navy?

You need not bother to return the photostats referred to 
since I am holding an additional one for my own use and informa­
tion. to

0

co w 
co



January 20 1938

reply refer to 
. 521.01/333 >

My dear Senator Nye;

I am In receipt of your letter of January 17, 

1938, enclosing a photo?•a tic copy of an article 

headed "U.S.A. does AUSTR-.LIA a Secret Service”, from 

the October 16, 1937 issue of Smith's eekly, pub­

lished in Sydney, AustrrIla. This article deals 

chiefly with the search made by the United States Navy 

sir force for Miss Amelia Earhart, whose plane was 

t iought to have been forced down somewhere between 

filbert Islands and Rowland Island in the North Pacific, 

nd the alleged seizure by the United States Navy of 

this opportunity to survey the Japanese mandated is- 

1 nde in that area.

11 ;

The Honorable

Gerald P. Nye,

United States Senate.
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It is the understanding of the Department that 

the allegations in the article concerning which you 

Inquire are without foundation since the area covered 

in the search for Miss Earhart was considerably removed 

from that occupied by the Japanese mandated islands.

The courtesy which prompted you to make the article 

available to the Department is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Cordell Hull



HUSBAND : Have you made ar­
rangements about getting home 
from the parlyJL

WIFE : Yes, I’ve got my name in 
my purse !

V

SX* Continued from Page 1

17. S.A Does
Australia

"There has been an understanding be­
tween America and Australia, regarding 
the Pacific, for years. The U.S.A.'s 
‘quadrilateral’ range over the Pacific 
was a square embracing the area from 
the Aleutian Is., Panama, Samoa, 
and Guam. But Japanese infiltration 
has pushed a Japanese crescent into the 
Pacific, forcing American interest back 
accordingly.

‘‘Japan has a naval base and arsenal 
at Bonin and, in addition to the masked 
Caroline and Marshall Islands (7100 of 
them!), has extended to Guam and Yap

“Furthermore, Japan’s interest in the 
Philippines is extensive, with one-third 
of the population and two-thirds of the 
trade. The Philippines will have auto­
nomy in two years, passing out of 
American direct control.

Manila Closest
“Bonin lies opposite the British Sin­

gapore base, and now Japan has an in­
terest at Yampi Sound. Take a map, 
and you will see that a line from 
Yampi (Australia!) to Bonin cuts off 
Singapore, while Japanese infiltration 
of the Pacific now extends down to Yap.

“You might also like to know that 
the nearest capital city to Darwin is 
NOT in Australia. It is Manila, in 
the Philippines, now becoming Japan­
ese in influence.

“I trust,” he added with a wry smile, 
“you know a little more about the 
Pacific situation. Some of us have 
known for years, but reports to the 
Commonwealth Government are prob­
ably decorating some handsome pigeon­
holes.” * y

vuniniuiiweaiin auimnii u>, a 
of automotive transport.
"When the Great War brok* 

tralia had only 34,000 o- 
vehicles. The figure is now ai 
the million mark."

Severe unemployment wo> 
from a shortage of petrol in 
According to the report, at Ie 
wage-earners would be direct 
and wages amounting to £2 
year would be in jeopardy.

In addition, thousands won 
directly arte ted. These in< I 
body builders, and engim 
14,000 people are at present 
motor-body building, earning 
a year. Their production of 
in 1936 was valued at £7.000,

Overseas countries have 
awake to the chaos which v 
a petrol shortage in tl 
mechanised age, and have 
to prevent it. Great Brita 
pointed a special board to 
and report on petrol stock.' 
building up of reserves of 
petrols, as well as motor sj 
octane ratings for aircraft.

British interests hav 
started erecting large stoi 
on the island of Aruba, 
America, to contain millii 
rels of fuel. As the island 
ably safe from air raids, 
will be able to lift cargoes 
fuel British warships in 1 
or any other rendezvous.
South Africa has alread
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GERMANY’S LOST COLONIES ANO MUSSOLINI’S VISIT TO HITLER. SEE PAGE 7. “W

%^^

SPECIAL 
HOSPITAL

BRANDY
D-stiHed and matured 
under Customs supervision

PRICE _

Smiths
Vol. XIX, No. 33 (Copyright) 2

-AMD AN
tHVE-LOrE

yiS^iFOuHoed

Vfa- A4E.ee. 5 THANK'S

Weekly Crackajack
— MOUTH ORGANS —

Saturday, October 16, 1937

JOYRTON SMITH The Public Guardian

Registered at the General Post Office. Sydney, 
for transmission by post as a newspaper.

EAM IO PLAY, EASY TO BLOW, LASTS 
LONGEST—SOLD EVERYWHERE.

20 reeds t/-t 3/6, 5/- 40 reeds 4/6, 5/6, 6/6 
NEW MODELS

Tremolo, 40 Reeds 5/6
Chromatic. 40 Reeds ............ 12/6
Concert de Luxe, 40 Reeds 7/6 
Regal, 80 Reeds ........................ 15/-

ALLAN A CO., NICHOLSON’S 
PTY. LTD., PTY. LTD.,

>76 Collins St. Melh, 416 George St. Sydney

SMITH’S” VAUDEVILLIANS-NOT WASTING A5Y WORDS

VSAdoas AUSTRALIA a Secret Service
AMELIA EARHART

SEARCH MADE
THE OPPORTUNITY

ne Observers Over

Bases

TIP WAS GIVEN OUR
DEFENCE DEPT

HEN W. M. Hughes, at the 
Peace Conference, insisted 
that Japan have no island 
mandates in the Pacific below 
the Equator, he was long­

sighted.
But even with what Japan has, her

strategists have not been idle. Aus*
tralian defence authorities know all
about this now observers

SMI’SOKU
KYUSHU

NE ISLANDS

CAROLINE

PACIFIC

OCEAN

MARSHALL 'ISLANDS.',

ISLANDS

MANDATE TO JAPAN

AUSTRALIA
Would Have

NO PETROL
In Event Of

WAR

Months’. Stock
Kept In Reserve

some calam-
ity, A a s t r a lia 
were isolated 
from the rest of 
the world to­
morrow, she 
would have only 

three months’ supplies of 
petrol. When that had been 
consumed. EVERY AERO-

PRIME Minister^ baby- i 
bonus song : “Just be- 

fore the battle, mother, / 99 I

seized the opportunity offered by the 
search for Amelia Earhart. They swept OUR PACIFIC N1IGHBORS—Or should it be Our Neighbors in the Pacific?
wide enough to make a scrutiny 
Japanese naval activities in islands 
the groups under control of Nippon.

NTIL now the real story has been
AWl claims that 50 per 

AuMralia’s politicians

in

with-
held of the desperate international in­
trigue. bracketing Australia, that went 
with Mm search for ill-fated Amelia Ear-

now. Ch* Pacific somewhere near the Phoenix Islands.
IT is a story of military tactics that 
* w*nt hand in hand with that search— 
hand in hand wWn the terrific ewnense 
of iseo.o K> spent on American naval 
Phan**

American plants did more than just 
search for Amelia Earhart. They cut 
a wide swath* over the Pacific and 
rlrrh^t n *ar the Caroline and the Mar­
shall Island*. •

Here An^tfaBB comoa into the pir-

dnrtrd religions 
p r «» p a g a ri d a 
a m o ii g natives 
there lime been 
•or bidden tn re­
turn.

The Ma nd* are 
held by mandate 
rnen to Japan 
when that coun­
try was a member 
of the league of 
Nations. Now she 
is no -longer a 
member — but

e 1 offectlv< y prepared near- waters a round Kand.- and

The knowledge Sers not add to a
frelinc u hen armies
mart'll into foreign countries prartic- 
alb ><h limit warnini these times, and 
atari Io “mop up/*

As a matter of n^da y precaution 
plans are always drawn up awaiting a 
-mythical" ’nvader. In Australia the 
experts are not the ally ones who know

then took a wide turn and went further 
on. They circled on. covering the 
areas in which the Caroline and Mar­
shall Islands are to be found.

Naval flying men are admirable ob­
servers. It Is their profession.

ithe Carolinas to New Guinea is little
fartber than from Tokio to s 
The map tells the story—and 
chapter which brings Japan to 
ha’s hack door.

Feverish interest 
search acted, with

in the

of the 
attack

hanghai. 
it is a 
Austra-

Barhart
shrewd newspaper

*he bold* the inlands in an iron grip. 
Th** position of the islands and th^ir' 
posniHe fortification in th€ Pacific were I 
matters of grave concern to America, ’ 
and to Australia.

th

c<*’inTy*a wgikn* — in case of 
5: • people know it as well as

; *rts w<M Id also know it. 
tb^ ‘ tore of Military knowledge 

v < untry 1b eps har dy.

Amt rka poured 
search. Allowing 
forest, the search 

1 only those on the 
at the purpose of

; 2.500.000 dollars—in 
£500.060!

out money on this 
for the J#uhmmi in- 
was so costly that 
insido even guessed
the expenditure of

our currency.

It was the opportunity not to be

reports, as a blanket over this astound­
ing aspect ofthe U.S.A, flights The 
fsets are known in the proper quar­
ters. which are admittedly perturbed 
over the Japanese situation In the Paci­
fic.

Even if Japan had no ambitions in 
the Pacific, other than safeguarding her 
lines of communications, the proximity

With an examination of the accom- I ^ ’, ‘^ 
panying map it can be ae*n that ISa ‘ ^ 
this group of islan d dominies theMr' ’'c

j • mna. and p
»n-rf(,.r <Yat>). Mtanffte, th. 
right at Aua- wa* r.’.ab*, 

I nowadays ’ t 
•rirrh for th' ■ of .x,m< ,/. 
*«'■ naval air- i Australia’*

r l«*e to the I
Philippines, and equal!;
Guinea and Queer bland.
_ When J* pan sfrack so suddenly at 

ir ma h:ne blackened 
inne ^f naked fore* 
toe 'it can't ttapnen

out

^st Ik i fn the fart 
with the usual lack

get * kwey to th' Cmnibonwraith, equip* 
: >rz Japanese bn**** admirably suited 
for an espmMeg) into the P^iflc.

While this doe* n^t ah*re that Japon 
^ <ri-hly Wsftin*. to Mrik* inn the 

perturbed 
ei Monde

Japan’* mandat# 
ot'T fix- Caroline 
and fb* Marshall

phis tbs 
? over

Grim News For War Department
ef >lb) of TAP, are matters pro

'vnm. au rary necarae aware 
rf he fart with tbs eeepinz through 
of news that UNTO 11 a prohibition on

p irln ent. 
military a n, fort ideal ion, 

a Merisi Frying

utisseA a real excuse to fly over 
Japaifs iMands* by-mandate, to ob­
serve what the waters contained. To­
day the Australian Government has 
been apprised of stone of the know­
ledge gleaned. With the world situa­
tion as it is and with Australia's 
neghet of defence over the years 
the kBewMgr came as a godsend—

of fortified islands 
would be disturb­
ing enough.

Military men 
declare that Jap-

like these.
•<” wivn Amelia B^fharf w^nt down 

and h r fai nt JMftes Signals located 
her plane m round lb Pbaenijr Islands, 
the search for bar eave the pretext 
that wan needed. ^JjHkn^^^-^r-r  ̂
^' nr>d to rret seTfiM

for if a line *ere drawn from Japan 
to the Caroline Islands, and then con­
tinued Co the Equator, ft would strike 
TAP. The latter h outside NEW 
fit INKA -and not so far, after that,

The 1MKMNUX IMsAMM are be- 
reen the CAROLINE* and HOML 

Am^rieV* interest. From

anese sampans which come down to 
Queensland at times, have Japanese 
naval men in charge; that they are 
excellent sampans for scoHing and 
raiding thinly settled places and that 
Japanese navigators know the 
Queensland roast in every detail.
Theoretically an attack by sampans 

would permit of those vessels loading 
light tanks and supplies for putting 
ashore without difficulty* Home of the 
sampans draw only 2ft of water, mak­
ing approach to land an easy matter, 
for the landing of tanks and light 
supplies.

An Australian who was formerly^a 
high offktal in the Commonwealth 
diplomatic services tells ’Hmlth's 
Weekly" f—

(CONTIMl Efl ON FAGK ft

CREAM

COUNTRY WOULD BE 
USELESS.

This amazing and disturbing 
fact has been discovered and in­
vestigated by officials of one of the 
largest rubber manufacturing 
companies in the Commonwealth, 
and its reports have been made 
available to "Smith’s Weekly."

Before the Tariff Board some 
time ago, the question of petrol 
supplies was mentioned in a dis­
cussion of the manufacture of 
motor car bodies in Australia. The 
matter was given no publicity, but 
organisations interested in the 
motor industry heard of it, and 
were alarmed.

A rubber company 
fleers to investigate, 
gering results.

detailed of

AUSTRALIA is one of the most 
highly mechanised countries in 

' the world, and the eighth largest 
consumer of petrol, according to 
world statistic* for 1#M 

Kaat year about 2*0.000,00# 
petrol were used in Austral 
every drop Imported. Approximately 
3.340,000 barrets of fuel oil were shipped 
into the Commonwealth last year, part 
of which was refined into #0.000,000 
gallons of petrol. The remainder was 
used mainly as ship fuel.

Most of the petrol used in thia country 
is consumed by road vehicles. Official 
registration figures show that at June 
30, 1937. Australia had 824.25# cars. 
192.998 commercial vehicles, and fl.MO 
motor cycles tn commission—* total of 
789,081.

for almost <,<M,Mt gallons
s week. Theref 
three month**

Kars !?,•••,*»•
in maintaining

Australia is thus dependent for her 
petrol supplies on the regular arrive1 of 
(Hl frMghtem, Any serious dltfW^’on 
of •hlpmenta wouM anon hr . a 
a Vanaport and economic tragedy 

(mvrm w on f vif n




