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January JI, 1974

had

NND 78957

for 
the

Ms. Margot Hillenbrand, 
416 Cottage Street, 

Freemont, Ohio 43420.

Dear Ms. Hillenbrand:

mo 16* 1826

This is in answer to your letter of January 9 
regarding the flight and disappearance of Amelia 
Earhart and Frederick Noonan in 1937, which was re­
ferred to this office for reply.

Various reviews Of the Department of State's 
records have disclosed no indication that the flight 
was an .intelligence Mission or indeed a government 
mission of any kind. There is, furthermore, no evi- 
donee in the Department's files that this Department 
or any other branch of the Government know the where­
abouts of the two aviators after their disappearance 
or believed anything except that Earhart and Noonan

died in or Immediately following a plane accident.

The Department of State file on arrangements 
the Earhart flight and on diplomatic aspects of 
search which followed her disappearance is in the

National Archives here in Washington. It is entirely 
open for research (file 800.79611 Putnam, Amelia 
Earhart). Inquiries about obtaining copies of docu­
ments in this file and about other pertinent documents 
that may be available in the National Archives should 
be sent to the Diplomatic Branch, Civil Archives 
Division, National Archives and Records Service, Wash­
ington, D.C. 20408.

This Department has still in its files a few 
papers dated 1960 relating to a review of the Earhart 
case and an investigation by the Japanese Government 
of allegations that Miss Earhart was imprisoned on 
Saipan in 1937. This investigation, we were told,
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a search of all available Japanese records 
estionlng of Japanese officials assigned to 
in 1957 and of forcer Saipan residents repatriated 

after World War II. This Government was 
informed officially by the Japanese Goveranent that 
the investigation had failed to disclose any basis 
for the allegation. Copies of the 1960 documents 
can be obtained for a fee by writing Nr. Willis* 
Price, Director, Foreign Affairs Document and Reference 
Center, Roon 1239, Department of State, Washington, 
D.C. 20520. You should refer to file 200.115 Earhart, 
Aaelia.

I hope that this information will be of assistance 
to you.

Fredrick Aandahl 
Director, Operations Staff 
Office of the Historian
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5 Dear Mr President V/

,"' la. witting this letter to yon ea Ue claastflad Oles
on Asalia Earhart i Ihy oast the Mary documents ho mid availabley 
Iha. Assistant Chief of'Staff~for~IntaliigeMe and the world far two 

Secords Division Mational Archives rad Secord Service failed to looa- 
*• “? partlnent information and/or any body in the governent who 
knew of the nlsolon wouldnt roalesa any. Mow the reasons for the 
secrecy on the flJ.es of Earhart and Hoonaa her navigator, during that 
tins was that president Boosevolt, seeking hie fourth tern, was having 
a duel with Thomas E. Decay and therefor the fate of amelia ,Earhart

and Fred Noonan remained classified, for President Booscvwlt was 
affraid that if the Republican Forces had found any thing as volatile 
as the abandonment of Earhart and hoonaa in 1937, during the mission ■

Dewey could well have become president. Aitor Boosevelts death in 1943, 
President Truman wasaflsolng to jeopardize his own chances for the 
presidency in the 1945 election, so the matter of sarhart and Doohan 
had slipped even deeper into the classified files, and later, there 
seemed little sense in releasing It. And the files that are shown to 
the public, have nothing to do with thc-j^und the World flight.

My hypothesis is than Amelia was on a mission 
for the governent wish was very vital to the u.t. military, when 

Amelia and Fred Noonan tookoff from Lae New Quinoa, they dldnt fly 
directly toward Howland Island, they headed Morth to Truk in the 
Central Carolines , they were to observe the number of airfields and

Japanese Fleet Servicing facilities . Now the plain was equiped to do 
this mission , for it was powered by Wasp Senior Engines , capable of 
a 200 mile per-hour cruising speed at 11,000 feet. Dow my question is, 

why .cant the goyeraent release her files, its been well over 40 years 
and I think that the publicyafter all these years, should know the 
truth, for Earhart and Noonan were just serving their country.

Could you kindly ropley as soon as possibley 
Sincerely, 

uargot aillenbrand

SC




