
^dAGEDY OF ERRORS

SUOh
ii-^^SEs® Dlr® at ion-finder Hoax, have been discussed in previous chap-

r® j

Some of the hoaxes attending Hiss Earhart’s aroundrthe-world flight 
as th®

Chapter 6. HOAXES AND .SELF DECEPTION

tore Others have been forgotten and are best left in that status

We are concerned here with rumors, hypotheses and hoaxes that have ap-

neared in print and have not been refuted* 4ost of thea are taken

from Fred Goernor’s book - "The Search for Amalia

THE NAURU ISLAND MESSAGE

"Near the bottom of the thick folder (in the

Earhart1*

Navy’s ’’Earhart* file)

another please of evidence had_been added. A terse, U.S.Navy message 

with no heading stated, "At 1030, the morning of the disappearance.
T

Nauru Island radio station nicked up Earhart on 6210 kos cayIng, 

^TamA 4 m ^IflMMVMJ&Y^ViMMVK&flAKY Vlft^4

I blinked my eyes Nearly two hours after Amelia had supposedly

run out of gas, a radio station in the British-controlled Gilbert

Islands had received her voice. why was that message not included;

^s
ra

ih

of the 1937 seamch? What had she sighted? Was that the 
extent of the message?" (Quoted from page 303) ^W^'
as part

COMMENT: The author blinked his own eyes when he read these words

This story was hot - like the tale of Josephine Blanco. It had to bs

verified or disproved - not merely taken for granted* There was

something, "fishy" about a Naval message without a heading although the

fast that it was found in an official file created the presumption of

authenticity. Suspicion increased when the Navy's

(now in the National Archives) failed to yield the message quoted by

Goerner 'he Nauru message eventually was found in the Stat® Depart

ment's "Earhart" file in the National Archives (Exhibit _) • The

correctly-worded version of the Nauru message was later found in the

Itasca's Communications Report, the report of Comdesron -2, the Wash-
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>^J*^O^on ^at# and the Sydney Morning Herald. Radio Kaoru's eees&ge 

vas discussed in Chapter 2, and the reader say recall it.

^^ To specifically answer MV. Qoerner’s rhetorical questions atd

F to consent further on thia hoax, the following consents are subtilt ted.

1. The Nauru message was usec^by^the Lexington Search Group and 

it-Was Available to the Itasca.

2. What had been sighted was the Nav^ tug Ontario* on plane-guard 

station half-way between Lao and Howland.

J. There £$4 more to the message* but unfortunately the only 

intelligible words had been - "A ship in sight ahead*!

4. The time reported by Nauru was 8:30 p.m. (Zone minus 10 time)

or 1030 GOT, and it was the night before^ - not the morning of the

s ft

di sappearance•

5. The frequency for this particular broadcast was 5105 KG

(Amelia’s night-frequency) - not 6210. The only Earhart radio trans-

missions /heard oy Radio Nauru on 621 KO v§re three unintelligible voice

broadcasts a er she ad-Btlckz landing on the ocean

6. It was a clumsy hoax, and obviously done by someone whd hod 
Navy

access to the KaXy Department's SECRET AND CONFIDENTIAL files.

Was the fake message ’‘planted.’* for Fred Goerner’s benefit?

7. The facts In the case demolish Mr. Goemer’s claims about

Mill Atoll, the Marshall Islands, and Japanese prisons.

[ ^) ^ AMELIA'S DIARY AND CLOTHING

Although other mythtr had Miss Earhart Impels ened-en Saipan, this 

story transfer* the acene of nsytiW^y Mrruajalelm ■ >jijO'W»>« nwny 

**In February 1944, on the Island of Namur, Kwajaleln Atoll* 

Marshall Islands, three Marines brought a suitcase from a barracks. 

They disclosed that the room they found it in was fitted up for a 

woman, with a dresser in it. In the suitcase they found a woman’s

clothing, a number of clippings of articles on Amelia Earhart, and a

l&WLdhkhKWi£X 6-2
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leath-r-baoked, locked diary engraved "10-Iear Diary of Asalia Earhart*

They wanted to pry open the diary o^t when Jackson explained who l^jlU

was, how the government had searched for a trace of her, and that this

be taken to Intelligence, they closed

the Regimental Command Post with It

’T
^^

T

the suitcase and started

That Is the Last Jacket

Masur than on Saipan

COMMENTS: 1* According to the myths, Amelia was treated more kindly on

2. AnalLa kept her diary in a stenographer’s note-book which sho

sent hose from Lae - just in case eh® never reached Howland

3. Amelia*® wardrobe for the flight consisted of 2-palrs of clacks

^5-shlrts, sun-helmet and light rain-coat pl^S shoes, toilet articles

^and ’’unmentionables’*. From La® she sent home "everything that decency

*\t^ permitted’1, in order to lighten ths plan© 

^^fit into this picture?

How do®m "woman’s clothing*4

5

4.
st
^ln 1937

Three tei;£®an Marines who must have been at least 10-ycara old

did not know who Amelia Earhart was - 7-year# later: Rubbishl

FH 5'N \ 3 valuable

Three souvenir-hunting GIs found something small light and

V ^ S s

and obediently turned it in to Regimental H.Q:

ooS in that outfitI

Discipline

"Among the

^HE NAVY RADIO STATION AT DIAMOND HEAD

mats of letters and photo-copies of logs I found two

seemed of groat importanae, They were duplicates of
.h

messages copied

Fourth of Jul

kilocycles

night.

Head, Oahu

tingui

documents which

three operators at

ii, in the first days

1937, the station had

.e

the Navy radio station at

after the disappearance

received carrier waves on

Diamond

On the

3105

approximately 15 to 20 minute^ past the hour during the 

one point a man’s voice had been heard, but it was India-

ble. On the night of July 7, 1937, a woman’s voice had been

saying, ’’Earhart calling. NRJ1 - NRU1 -calling from
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^^^^Beli&'s call letters) • On coral southwest of unknown Island

^ Do not know how long we will - - -".

At that point the

woman’s voice broke in

cut a little rt

was not heard again*/*

carrier had faded, but a few seconds later the

and said, “KHAQQ calling. KHAQa. We are

The wave faded a second time, and the voice

**How did you get these? I asked Dimity.

“One of the operators _^ them to me”, he replied, “He felt 

somebody should know about them." ^ (Copied from page 262)

COMMENTS* 1. There was no Navy radio station on Diamond Head in 1937

or at any other time. The only government installation on Diamond

Head was an Army sorter-battery - Fort Ruger - inside the crater

2. The call letters of the Itasca were N-R-U-EXE, not N-R-U-OHE

3* Thia fake message was never heard by any of the searching 

vessels not was it forwarded to any of thorn from Pearl Harbor*

4. The Hawaiian Islands were on Zona plur 10& time, so tha

alleged signals would have boon received at quarter-to Toro th® hour/GOT

rather than on Amelia's broadcast times of quarter-after the hour

5» Miss Earhart might have been alive as late as July 7th,

although this is highly Improbable, but her radio transmitter was 
hour

inoperative after the first kW or so* Lockheed engineers estimated

that the plane might remain afloat as long as 18 hours but that the

dynamotor would soon be submerged and short-circuited - to say nothing 

of the engine-starting batteries and the transmitter itself. p
| t^^ COMMANDER BRIDWELL'S HOAX p

^^eat-jof-the—hoaxena--&XK»-Ji!aQn£Uaauja_jajijiilkD£M^ g

<rnsdd?t-“vher'e-ered±tr‘^^ ;™

“On my arrival (in 1961) Commander Paul Bridwell, Saipan Naval j==

Administration Commandant admitted without hesitation, " A ONT (Office fe 

of Naval Intelligence) man has been over here checking on what you gi

6-4
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It seems the testimony couldn't be shaken

were undoubtedly brought to Saipan before the

on to expound his awn theory* "I don't believe

and Noonan flew their plane in here. I think you'll find

they went down near Aillnglapalap, Majuro and Jaluit atolls in the

Marshalls. The Japanese brought them to Saipan. A supply vessel

was used to bring then to Yap in the western Carolinas - - - and a

Jap naval seaplane flew then to Saipan. That's why all your witnesses 

«id they ease from the sky."

*What have you got that's tangible to prove that?* I naturally 

wanted to know.

"I think you'll find all the proof you need,” replied Bridwell* 

"contained in the radio logs of four U.S.logistic vessels which wore 

supplying the Far East Fleet ^n 1957- Rmsaber these names - - - - 

GOLD STAR, BLACK HAWK, CHAUMONT and HENDERSON. They intercepted 

certain cocked Japanese ©essag®® that I think you'll find fascinating- 

reading.” ” (Quoted fro® AAHS Journal, 2nd Qtr, 1953)

The sane general story is repeated £n page 100 of THE SEARCH FOR 
AMELIA EARHART, with further information on page 180 - 1^

"Commander Merle Machin, representing Admiral Smith, took care 

of the four vessels commander Bridwell had mentioned. His search had

failed to find any radio logs, and the available deck logs of ths four 

ships contained no indication of any contact or comuni cat ion with

- Japanese vessels. MacBain explained that current Navy directives £

provide for destruction of radio logs after six months, except those

relati to distress or disaster wnich become eligible for destruction

after three years.'*

COMMENTS: 1. ?red Goemer did max® an attempt to verify Cossaander

Bridwell’s claims.
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Goerner should have known that translations of "Japanese coded 

messages” would not be found in radio logs.

3. fiommander Kaolin's reference to the deoic logs was a gross 

u$der-st@tement. These logs prove conclusively that Bridwell's artery

a
was a deliberate hoax.

4. Ths transport Henderson was at Norfolk, Virginia, from Juns 1st 

to August 17th, 1937.

5» The destroyer-tender Slack Hawk was at Ghefoo, China, from 

Kay 8th to November 8th, 1937*

6. Guam*a nondescript station-ship Gold otar sailed from Guan on 

July 3rd, 1937, and arrived at Manila on July 8th for docking and 

repairs. The Gold ^tar departed Manila on -^ugast 20th for its Annual 

Health Cruise to China and Japan, returning to Manila on October 3rd, 

and thence back to Guam.

7. The transport Chaumont was in Northern Chinese waters in early 

3uly3r 1937, at Shanghai froa July 11th to 22nd, at Manila on July 23rd, 

and at Guam on July 29th and 30th, enroute to Honolulu and the U.S.

oonan
<?- #

Japanese messages - cod'

8. None of the vessels named py Bridwell were capable of copying

the 45-character Japanese Morse code, or of solving coded Japanese

messages (if copied

9. There were™

or of translating then into English (if decoded)

anyone: Ass Earhart or C

^

10. It la against'Federal law and Navy Regulations to disclose

information obtained through the solution of intercepted foreign messages^ if

This does not apply to misinformation allegedly obtained through daasdt

decoding KKsmait supposititious intercepted messages

6—6
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been installed Instead of

gave the plane half again

or more miles per hour

PHATT a WHITNEY WASP VJGIHEa

Two other letters (in the statuepartment “Earhart” file)

concerned equipment aboard the

Lockheed were not those listed

Two new Pratt A Whitney Senior

plane. She engines carried by the

in publicity releases to the public

Wasp militaryversion engines had

the 550 h.p. Wasp Juniors* The new engines

as much power and a cruising speed of 200

Ah extra telegraph system had also been

Installed to be used in the event of emergency (Quoted from page 282)

“Host significant was the proof that the engines had been changed

he added power altered every computation that had publicly been made

for the flight With those engines* the Liectra was faster and had a '

higher celling With better than a 200-mlle-per-hour cruising speed

Amelia could have flown in a number of directions and still kept her

estimated time of arrival at Howland Island which had been baaed on

the speed produced by the lessor-powered

8

ft

if

8
£

£
k

£
fc

”Flight strategy had been carefully

engines.” (Quoted from page 285^ 

developed during the around-

the-world trip. A point-to-point speed of not more than 150 miles

par hour had been maintained throughout
Vt^t Amelia and Fred had

not revealed to anyone was that the Electra was powered by Kasp senior

engines capable of a 2OO-mile-per—hour cruising speed st 11*000 feet Is

and a top speed

MMEHT8: 1. Pratt

in excess of

& Whitney

220 miles per hour.* (Quoted from page 311) 

“Waspv e»®§SS^> were 9-cylInder, single-row, W

radial aircraft engines* the “Juniors0 having 5*3/16 X 5-3/16 bore and

stroke and the '’seniors'* 5*3/A X 5*3/4 bore and stroke

2. 2. In 1937, there were two models of the Wasp Junior, with rated

horse-powers of 400 and 420 - depending on compresslon-ration, octane 1PL

rating of fuel, and full-speed R.P.M.

3. In 1937, there were four models of the foasp Senior, with rated

horse-powers of 500 and 550 * depending on compression-ratios, octane
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S JE^^^*^® ’^ f^i, ^d full-speed X.p.M* Two models were gesr-driv© «e1 

wr* direct-drive.

there were three models of the Lockheed Electra,

and 10A1 - with 2 Pratt & Whdtney Warp Junior engines 

rated at 400 H.P. each.

In 1937

as follows:

Electra 10A

Electra 103 - with 2 Wright Whirlwind engines rated at 42) H.P. each

Electra 10E - with 2 P&W Wasp senior engines rated at 550 H»P. each.

5* Mias Earhart*s Electra was a aod&l 10E with Wasp SJH1 engines

esSseS rated at 55OH.P. each and requiring 87-ootano fuel. (Most

aircraft engines of 

73-octane gasoline^ 

listed as 215 miles

that period were burning

The full-power speed of OiW'plane wa

per hour at 10,500 feet, for a gross^jS

of 10,500 lbs, and Its agS£^z^®s£fe^ cruising speed as 205 mph*

(These speeds correspond to 187 knots and 174 knots.)

Miss Eargart’s plan© weighed close to 15,000 lbs when It tock-

off from La© - almost 50^ overweight. Ths speeds would be

reduced considerably by the excess weight. Full-power was

limited to take-off and emergencies to prewent damage to the 

engines. Mr. Putnam wrote that Amelia’a Electra had a^xisum 

sustained speed of 180 mph (157 knots) for a gross-weight of

12,500 lbs. Miss Earhart^sa estimate was more conservative - 

170 mph (148 knots) for unspecified weigh©, 3y comparison,
400 H.P.

the Electra 10A, with its/junior Wasp^ engines was listed for 

a full-power speed of 210 mph (183 knots) and cruising spaed of

19 5 mph (170 knots) at 9600 feet for a grOss-wight of 10,100 lbs.

6. The " ext raj^le graph system” was a so-called "emergency radio

set" powered by a miserable hand-driven generator and possessing a

transmitting range of perhaps 10 miles.
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signed an oath wo

I feci I am still

pages 185 4 186)

"When Amelia

PHOTORSCONNAISANOE

"Th* possibility that Amelia and

□F TRUK

Fred conducted reconnaiesno® for

a military or civilian department of our government broadened with a

letter from John F.Day who had recently resigned aa Vice-President of

CBS Rows. At the Democratic National convention in Los Angles in

1960# Day had met a man who taught technical writing in UCLA, who told

Day in turn of an individual who had audited one of his classes and

had spoken of having worked on Amelia*a plane in Burbank, California

at the time the Electra had been brought back from Honolulu for repairs

According to this individual

crlbed In publicity releases.

planes fuel capacity was also

the engines installed were not those dec

but were nearly twice as powerful. Ths

increased and the consequent rang© and

cruising speed was much higher than th© figures released to th® public

Ro was quoted as adding, "Aerial cameras were then placed in th®

Electra and equipped for automatic operation from the cockpit. W®

would not reveal any details of the preparations and

at least partially bound to that oath.” (Quoted from

and F^sd took off from Las, New Guinea, they did

not fly directly toward Howland Island. They headed north to Truk in

I

Si

Is 
$11

£

|

*1

r

ths Central Carolines. Their mission was unofficial but vital to the g 

U.S. military) observe the number of airfields and extent of Japan's £ 

fleet-servicing facilities in the Truk complex, and prove th® advantages i 

of fields for land planes on U.S. held islands on the equator•* fe

(Quoted from page 311) if
the detour 1

"Oddly,&K&Mh over Truk, although a longer rout®, benefitted | 

the flight plan. Instead of bucking the trade winds on the Lae- g
Howland route, the winds would nelp them on the flight to Truk and £

then supposedly would be light across their course from Truk to 6
6-9 ’ 1

i-
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^eavln5 them a four- to six-hour reserve of gasoline should 

■. *land prove a difficult landfall.

^^^" Because the Plectra was heavily loaded, the first hours of flight

were slow, but Kita late afternoon, when the mountains of Truk broko 

over the horizon, the plane was light enough to climb to its beet 

altitude for speed» Amelia headed high across Truk lagoon, noting 

the airfields on Etten and Moen Islands, aid the vast Japanese repair 

docks along the shores of Dublon. Since a foreign aircraft bad 

never been seen over Truk, the Japanese were caught completely by 

surprise. Amelia and Fred constantly scanned the skies about them, 

but no Japanese planes were In the air. With ^er altitude and spaed, 

Amelia was confident the Electra could outrun any pursuit.1* (Quoted 

from pages JU & 312) 

COMMENTS* !• This wan supposed to represent Truk in 1937 • not 1944, 

se® th® statements of Admiral Suzuki and General Okumiya in Chapter 1.

2. Here is the good old engine boas again 1 

3» As for fuel capacity, the published capacity was 1150 gallons

(or 1151 as Paul Kants insisted), but the Electra had only 1100 gallons 

when it took off from Lae, This is ths only aspect of fuel-capacity 

that is not publicly known.

4. . Mrs Amelia Earhart Putnam was granted permission to over-fly 

th®ir territories on her around-th©-world flight by th® governments of 

England, Franc®, The Netherlands, Venezuela, Brasil, Ethiopa, and 

Australia on the condition that the twojm&ll_hand-held_c^eras_carrled 

by-thQ-PlAS®—b®. sealed-Whlle^in flightj. (The U.S. did not make such 

requirement.)

5. Miss Earhart’s plane was Inspected by officials of these nations 

(military as well as civilian) and it was serviced and repaired by

foreign nationals( military and civilian). If ’’aerial cameras" had

6-10
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f in Mies Earhart* s plane, it would never have gotten ae fer sc Leo 

raspro, the Australian government held her at Port Darwin for two

days because her Health Certificatee had not been signed by a ^wergsg^ 

physician!

6. The Electra did not have enough speed to sake the extra 900

miles in the time claimed, and did not carry fuel enough to fly the

extra distance at the speed claimed. In fact, because of the Etora

soft strong headwinds, th© Electra did not carry enough fuel to miss

*IA®

nw

direct passage from Lae to Howland at an air-speed of 150 mph - or 

knots - tbs *bae®-spoed* used by Amelia for the entire trip.

7. Mr. Goerner displayed better judgement in 1963 when h® wrote

to Howland was difficult enough without an excursion over the

Carolines and Marshalls.*

THE GHOULS OF SAIPAN

According to the stories, the remains of Miss Earhart and Captain

Socman were exhumed on three different occasions from three different

graves on Saipan. Exports in anatomy, after ese$> Careful study, 

reported that in two cases the tones were those of Chamorros or Asiatics

In fact, the first specimens submitted by Hr. Goerner cobs from at least

four different persons I'he bones dug up fay the brines in 1944 or

5

k-

1945 (long before Goerner arrived on the scene) undoubtedly belonged tp

natives of Saipan. Some eager-beayer reported to his superior officer

that the remains of Amalia Earhart and Fred Noonan had been discovered

and the news was passed up the chain-of-aommand to Admiral Nimlts and

thence to Washington.before anyone took time-out to see if it were true

Any Navy medical officer could have determine^ If the remains were 

not those of the missing fliers. First, they had to be of opposite 

sexes, and limited to two individuals. Second, they had to be of the

correct sizes and builds - tall and slender in both cases. Third,they

had to be from persons of the right ages - 40 and 45 years - andrepre-
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It is unfortunate for

Japanese**. No one can blame

sent the proper period of interment - 7 years* Fourth* they had to 

cone from European ancestry. If by chance the bones passed this

screening process, there was one final test to

of Miss Earhart and Captain Noonan - the teeth

charts* and both fliers had distinctive dental

prove they were those

had to natch the dental

configurations. Ths

news that the bones were not what had boon believed case as a shock

to the Senior Marine Officers on Saipan. What do now - report ths

fact to Admiral Nlmit* and Washington* or suppress It and hops the

matter would be forgotten amidst sore Important Issues of the war?

Now the Marines are a level-headed bunch* not given to going off

half-cocked and willing to take th# responsibility for mistakes*

Her® was an exception to the rule. Admiral Kirita and Washington did

not forgot - Goerner kept reminding thorn - and &hs admiral encouraged

Fred Goernar in his delusion. He told his to keep up his search

that he was on the right track - and on his last phone-call case

out and informed Fred that he (Admiral Nlmlta) knew that "Amalia

her navigator did go down In the Marshalls and were picked up by the

that

Goernar for being token-in by this.

Admiral Nimits never told

Mr. Goemer what he knew - or rather what he thought he know - about

Amelia and her navigator, and that he never put it^^^w^tlng for the 

benefit of posterity. As the matter stands. Admiral^as, at the same

time, a victim and an unwitting perpetuator of the hoax! Now that

the admiral has passed away, it is hoped that some Marine officer who 

the fact; in the case (or possibly his wife or widow) will come- 

MjimiEXEXI clean and deliver the coup-de-grace to the Saipan burials.
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^t^f^ ^ FATE OP THE ELECTRA

^8^ "Before leaving Saipan# Tom Devine zesx£&2& revealed additional

information. Not only had h© boon shown a grave sit© in 1945# ho had 

boon aa^ ear and eyewitness to two strange scenes at the capturcdxgx 

Japanese air base# Aslito Field#, at the south end of the Island* C§so 

day ^>^ overhoard a conversation among several high-ranking officers 

outside a closely guarded hangar to ths effect that the plan® inside

had been identified as Amelia Earhart’s. The conversation had then

turned into a squabble over what unit was going to receive credit for 

finding th® plane. According to Devins, one of the officers then said, 

"This is top-secret. No one is going to get any credit. Wally

... Groens tesxffesSStei has identified th® plan©, and that’s an end to it”.

The next night Devin® had gone back to the field to see if he 
its destruction, 

could get a look at the plane, and had witnessed KXS^E±£^fflsx&KS- 
As he watched, a civilian
Ess®s*fe±^ss£ss±s two-motored transport was rolled out of th®

hanger, drenched with gasoline# and burned into rubble. ------

Tom Devin© said he was reve&ling th& information for the first 

time because ho had been unsuccessful in pinpointing ths grave site 

as he had promised he c&uld do.” (Quoted from pages 265 & 266)

IE-

CONSENTS: 1. The author will buy £^yL story except for the word ID^hTIFID

Positive identification was the plane's serial number - NR1603D.

This number was not known to th® "Leather-necks'* on Saipan - but was 

available in Washington to the embarrassment of those vfap te^r< lo^^- 

’’identified'’ the plane# which was undoubtedly a twin to the fl^^at' the 

bottom of Tanapag Harbor.

2. Two boo-boos In a row made the subject of Amelia Earhart a 

touchy one at MARGORPS Hl. The fact that. "Wally" Greene was Comman­

dant Ln 1964 when Fred Goerner tried to "beard the lion In his den" 

did not add to the warmth of his reception.

5. someone who knows the Inside Story should "corne-clean? 1 

6-13
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1 «

FWESTALL ING THE JAPANESE if

"With the exception of Midway, Wake.and Uuam* Japan controlled 

the Pacific islands north of the equator. Th® land fields and b®o- 

plan® bases surreptitiously constructed and being constructed an

those Islands could be used for military aircraft and provide a

formidable challenge to th® United states. w® needed bases of our 

own* but the only islands available within practical aomsrcial and

military range of Japan's Mandate efforts were Baker* Howland, and

Jervis. Among our oldest possessions* they had not been inhabited 

for years, and although U.S. claims were not presently being chai**

lengsd* fear existed that succeeding tours of inspection by Coast

Guard or ^aval vessels might find a Japanese population busily bull­

dosing airstrips, claiming possession by th® proverbial nine-tenths

The main problem was disguising the obvious military purpose of 

building land(ing) fields on th© islands whoa Pan American, th© only 

U.S. airline active in the pacific, used nothing but flying boats." 

(Quoted from page 190)

COMMEgS 

challen®

U.S. claims to Howland, Baker and Jarvia were bo Ing 

mt by the British and not the Japanese. Theas islands

were "colonised" in 1955 by Department of oomaerca employees under

the leadership of the "mysterious" William T. Miller to strengthen

U.S. Claims as well as to provide air-port facilities Efe for land- | 

planes which Mr. Miller envisioned as making trans-Paclflo flights | 

between San Francisco and Australia via Honolulu and one of these r

islands

2. An old iron cannon found on Baker Island by the Itasca'a 
crew in early 1935 gave evidence of earlier occupation. (|he 

cannon was taken back to Honolulu and presented to the Bishop Mulsum.

6-14
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1 5. Howland, Jarvis never saw any air facilities. 1
>xcept for three emergency landing-strip® bull-Closed on Howland in

<_ ^ and one emergency landing-strip plus an airways-bcaccn

Installed on Baker at soma later period. Under-secretary da

0 
e

st

h

’4

£

was by th® Japanese, who

/interior Gruening (now senator from Alaska) inspected these islands

in 1938# saw how Inadequate the islands were in every respect, and

put a ^top to further^eff 

only military

used the island Inta for a bombing-rango and the Memorial ^owar ea

a machi&c-gun target. It is fortunate for the U.S

Air Corps were not permitted to carry out their fool-idea of building

a military air-base^on Howland.

5. Ownership >was settled In 1958 by a diplomatic "deal” between

the U.S. and the U.K. England withdrew Its claims and acknowledged

U.S. severs igni^h

north of Jarvis

nowlcdged British

over Howland, Baker, Jarvis, and certain islands

In return, America withdrew Its claims and ack-

sovereignity over the Phoenix Islands and other

islands south of the equator

K1O) COSTS OF THE SEARCH

*Th© U.S.Navy spent an estimated four million dollars searching 

for AE and F^d Im 1957, and bsed its entire effort on an incomplete
s

incorrect group of messages. The assumptions upon which the search h

had been predicated could not have been otherwise^ but badly drawn, Qg 

considering the amount of misinformation and chance of studied inter- ^f 

pretation.” (Quoted from page 82) I

rtS®eond-, if the whole thing was a publicity stunt as a lot of 

people seem to think, why did the government assign some of its top 

experts to the flight, and why did President Hoosevelt have an

airfield built for her? Last., do you believe the President ordered

the Navy to spend four million dollars on a search for a couple of stunt 
filers?” (Quoted from page 195) 6-15
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OMMENTSt 1. If th® U.3.Clovernsent had assigned

to the Earhart flight* it would have ended in triumph and there would

have been no occasion to write this book

2. The misinformation and studied interpretations ooms from Mr

^mMS^ Goerner - not the information on which th® search wa® based* Even

when the "Earhart signals* were suspected of being hoaxes or halluci­

nations, they had to bo investigated.

3» The total cost of fuel oil and gasoline expended by Naval

vessels and aircraft throughout the Earhart search amounted to $ 81,223*39 ,f

--^Szsss®!^® (official figures)* th® original estimates for swan & Ontario ' I
\ had boon £ 2000.00)

4^ xha Navy’s search did not cost the taxpayers a single pennyy

economies in the fleet made up for the fuel expenditures and no 

additional funds were requested•£See Exhibit )

5* No planes or lives were lost by the Navy, although the A®y

Air Corps lost a plan® and two fliers

/(ll) HMi OF MXSTERX

rtMre. Maatta went on to describe Miller as a ’’confident kind man”

who had been about forty years old in 1957- He had gone on his

mission to Australia sometime after Amelia and Fred had returned to if 

California after the Honolulu crack-up, and she had never seen him ^ 

again. '^here had been an exchange of Christmas cards for several years* | 

but the cards had stopped in the early 1940*a, and she presumed g 

William Miller was dead. f

Miller - man of mystery - never existed as far as the Department |

of tibEsaerca knew. Bureau of Air Commerce charts for 1937*38 made no 

mention of him. It took me more than two years to get soma answers, 

and then they provided only basic facts in Hiller’s story.” 

(Quoted from pages 189 <% 190)
'’Early in 1935, 3111 Milfeer aaile^ to Jarvis aboard the U.S.Coast 

Guard cutter Itasca, and landed^ Majc)i 26 with a small party. He 

rEE&ss^^ha«Amanle£ds..Xlag??1«Mw^edw^i=^sg^x^
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:^M raised the American flag, created a community, named Millersville, for ^

Sr hlo®®lf. and populated it with colonists who would build assi maintain <■
the airfield» He repeated the ceremony shortly ^sreafter on both i

Howland and Baker Islands. Thebeaus did not ^e unnotlccdby_jspsnA Si

but £k® Uhlted_States MB3 hack_on the equator within_ran£o__of the ^U

r^challs and toj^jpordt_^^ {Quoted fro^page 191) . ^

X "An excuse with emotional impact was needed to Justify construe* M

tionsi of a landing field on Howland, the nearest U.S. controlled fe

^®' island to the Marshalls* Zhi0—thia establishment ne®d__c®^ Anvils $

> garhart^eaking for assistance for her around-the^orld^fli^tet.  ̂_ J JI

President Roosevelt had requested the Navy, in November 1936, to fe 

y? cooperate with AE by making arraagesenta for in-flightxi&sSfe refueling f

near Midway Island, but Miller and lnt©lll^nt-mind®d (intelligence** 

minded?) Air Corps officers, who believed in strategic, long-range 

bombers, then discovered their emotion*laden reason for building I

Howland’s airfield. Appealed to on the grounds of national security -

and service to her country, Amelia consented to reroute her flight I

to include Howland Island.” (Quoted from page 192) ]

“Soto experts told Amelia eh© was crasy to attempt a- Howland

landing, tut William Thomas Killer and the Army Air Corps were con­

fident. If AE proved the feasibility of land planes for ocean flight.

Congress might be pursuaded to vote more funds for airport development 

in the Pacific and for purchase of long-range aircraft.** (Quoted from 

page 193)

"Embellishments to the original plan were Inevitable. AE soon f

found herself within a mission within a mission within a mission.

3111 Hiller stayed In the background. He had a new assignment aa

Chief of .Aeronautical Surveys of the South Pacific Ocean, and his 

presence was not calculated to stimulate unstinting cooperation from 
6-17
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the Interior Department

each leg of the flight

He worked long hours with Paella, detailing 

All information she could bring back about

airfields in any part of the world would @ immeasurably help the U.S

in the event of war*” (Quoted from pa®® 193)

OMMENTS* 1. Fred Goerner devotes 7-pagea to william T. Miller and the

skull-duggary attending the oonsstruotion of the landing-strips on

Howland Islands These pages are the best in the whole book* we

have quoted the high-points, above

2* There is nothing mysterious about ar* w.T.Hilbert his biography

is published in "Who's

Airways, Department of

and Howland during the

Who in Aviation” He was Superlntond^t of

UQESKjrce He not only visited Jarvis, Baker

first ” Lins-Cruise of the Itasca (January to

Marsh, 1935) hut w^s aboard 

in 1935 a^d 1936. He was :

e Itasa® for w| other ^ llne-aruiees

gMr , having been^R?

Richard 3. Slack - a protege of secretary of the interior) Bar 2^ lotos

3* Mr* Miller may have b®@n in Australia in early June, 1937, I 

’’Baking arrangements for Mies Earhart's flight” as suggested by Hrs. £ 

Hampton's letter and as stated by to®. Maatta, but by July 2x31 he was g

took in Washington, D.C. If he had been aboard the Itasca, Amelia's £

1st flight might have had a happier ending. t

4. The substitution of Richard Black for William Hiller as his e

"personal representative” was the greatest mistake that George Putnam £ 

made in connection with the flight. a

5. The original”colonies” consisted of one sesgeant, two privates, f

and two civilians - Dept, of Commerce employees^ for each island.

When the islands were recolonized, after coming under the Interior Dept.ff

the "colonies” consisted of four Hawaiian ooys employed ay Interior.

6. Fred Goerner is still harping on Truk and the Japanese.
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tvs^MS
aOHCLUDING REMARKS

1. There are other hoaxes, of less importance 

but discusslop^ould be redundant. After all, the

than thorn mentioned

SB# is on the

burden of the pfoof

not on the ekeptio•

2. The hoaxes, for the most part, are founded upon or are In

support of the following premises

I. The Japanese had fortified the Mandated Islands prior

to 1935. (After that time they had the same right as the US - which

was- widening, deepening, and straightening the Entrance Channel to

Pearl Harbor in early 1956.)

II. Amelia and Fred were on an Intelligence Mission - to

oonduot an Aerial neconnalsance of the Mandated Islands, with part-

icular reference to Truk Atoll

III. Amelia and Fred survived th® forced landing when the ^

Electra ran out of fuel. Most of th© hoaxes further required that J

they be rescued by the Japanese. J

XV. Amelia and Prod wore arrested as spies and imprisoned. ;|

V. Amelia died of disease or was executed by the Japs. j£

VI. Fred was beheaded or shot. (As In the case of Amelia, Je

the hoaxers could not agree on ths kind of death.) ^

VII. Both Amelia and Fred were burled in UEssr&sd graves on g

Saipan. te

3. General Okumiya has proven the falsity of the Fortification j|

Charges against the Japanese Government. F:

4. General Thorpe has proven the falsity of the claims that our g

flier’s were on an Intelligence Mission. Beside that, AE and Fred g

never got near to Truk or the Marshalls. g

5. Both fliers were drowned at sea - far from any land - and

the Japanese «avk never searched the vicinity of where the Electra 
impossiole. 6-19 

went down. ’’’he remaining hoaxes were obviously £2
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FfWt%S^ 6*. If w analyse the eleven hoaxes tie sori bed Ih this chapter# 

^ find ths following originsi-

|^®i®t 5 - Official Sources.

Semi-official Sources# and presumably from flrst-haz^

knowledge or experience

3 - Private Sources# who apparently were reliable

Fred Goerner# himself

The most we should blase Mr. Koerner for is his gullibility' and . 

failure to dig out the facte which would have demolished his theories. f

He is not# however, an Intentional liar - liksvthe otherf^faM^ i

(END OF CHAPTER-)
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