





























MEMORANDUM

To: Jc Date

From: AT

Subject: Copy of hand written letter from Harry Manning

Dear Madam -
In reference to '""Winged Legend'" statement re - "off course 200 miles' - T

was not on that flight., It was.(looks like Noon or Moon). I was never off course
200 miles in my life. My test flight was highly successful,

In re - my ability and qualifications I state that I had my own plane for
10 years back East. I was also alicensed radio operator as well as a licensed
navigator. Let me assure you that had I been the navigator I would have found
""Howland" without difficulty.

I shall pursue the matter further since you publicly held me up to ridﬁcule and

(I think he means degradation).
Harry Manning




































across our great oceans. It has been only in the last decade that I have
become vocal in denouncing those whose flamboyant public utterances have
completely flouted fact and ignored reason. Perhaps in doing so, I may have
achieved some limited notoriety as a public scold, as a self-righteous pro-
tector of truth sgainst the heresies of sensaﬁionalism. Whatever his rea-
sons, Captain Safford started a year ago a correspondence which has been, to
me, most enlightening as I wacched his story of Amelia Earhart unfold, sup-
ported by a wealth of documentation that frequently is tedious to wade
through, but is so overwhelmingly comprehensive in its factual contené aé

to leave no doubt whatsoever as to her fate and the geographical location of

the spot where she wmet her end.

i

I never met Amelia Earhart. I knew about her only the things one
learned by watching her progress in the newspapers. I followed with interest
her final flight around the wo:ld, including its first false start in the
opposite direction, Any such flight is hazardous, spanning as it must the
vast reaches of open ocean but, considering the ten yvears of intervening
progress, it seemed to me that her flight around the world was not signifi-
cantly more hazardous than that of Lindbergh's flight across the Atlantic
from New York to Paris. There was, of course, one obvious differenze. It
would have been difficult for Lindbergh to have missed the continent of
Europe so long as his plane kept flying on course. To find a tiny dot in
the mid-Pacific, as Miss Earhart must do at Howland Island to refuel, pre-
sented 2 navigation problem vastly more difficult and rendered the safety of
her flight highly precarious. She carried with her a renowned navigator who
hed made a name for himself in the ipfant days of Pan American Airways' pio-
neering flights across the Pacific. It is one thing, however, to find a
heavily populated island, like the Hawaiiaﬁ group which are hubs of commerce
anc have populations scrved by éowerful radio stations, and a totally dif-

ferent matter of finding an uninhabited islet so small as to be virtually a
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