
August 10, 19.37

W dear Yr. Gimbell

The President asked me to be sure 
and drop you a little line of thanks in 
his behalf for your thoughtfulness in send 
Ing him a replica of the medal that was 
presented to Miss Amelia Earhart—when she 
earned the Dimbel Award in 1932.

Ie is glad to have this interest­
ing memento and wants you to know of his 
very real appreciation of your thoughtful­
ness.

■’ith all good wishes, ■

Sincerely yours.

m. h. mcintyre
Secretary to the President

Ellis A. Gimbel, Fsq., 
Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.



ELLIS A.QIMBEL 

PHILADELPHIA

July 28, 1937

My dear Mr. 1 resident:

Will you accept, with my

compliments, the enclosed replica of a Medal

that was presented to AMELIA EARHART, shortly

after her Solo Flight across the Atlantic,

when she earned the Gimbel Award as the ’’Most

Outstanding Woman of America in 1932”

The Medal was presented to

Miss Earhart at a Banquet tendered in her

honor by the members of our Firm

Sincerely,

The Hon, Franklin D, Roosevelt.



S'

Dear Marvin:

August 5, 1937.

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON

A '

With reference to your memorandum of 
August 5, and the letter sent by Mr. Putnam 
attached therewith, I am sending you here­
with the complete file of cables we have 
sent to our various missions In compliance 
with the requests received from Mr. Putnam, 
as well as a copy of a personal telegram I 
sent to Mr. Putnam on August 2.

$V’k?

x/^7

You will see from this file that we 
are doing everything that we possibly can 
to be of help and I don't see that there is 
much you can say to him in reply to his let­
ter, other than that you have seen the file 
of telegrams we have sent and are sure that 
we are doing everything we possibly can. 
With specific regard to his postscript, the 
Japanese authorities have assured us that 
all fishing vessels have been told to keep 
on the lookout on the reefs and waters ad­
jacent to the Marshall Islands. There isn't 
any way that we can check up on what they

Y.

are doing and we will 
word for it

•tions

Believe me

Your 3

have to take their

The Honorable
Marvin H. McIntyre

Secretary to the President 
The White House.

sincerely



®
August 6, 1937

MWORAWIMUMyOR SUMMER WELLES

With inference to the postscript, is

there anything that 1 could write or tell

Mr. Putnam?

U. H. McINTIRE 
Secretary to the President

Enclosure mhm/ tmb

Let. to MHM from Geroge Palmer Putnam, 2 West 45th Street, New York, N. Y. 
7/31/37 thanking T3^7fnr“WTY?~t1?6^^ finding Amelia Earhart.
Postscript "Is there any way of ascertaining what the Japanese actually 
are doing — especially as regards a real search of the eastern fringe 
of the Marshall Islands? That is one of the most fruitful possible locations 
for wreckage."



COPY

TELEGRAM SENT

August 5, 1937

AMEMBASSY

LONDON (ENGLAND)

Department’s 328, July 30, 7 p.m. and 333, . 

August 2, 8 p.m.

I hope that you will soon be able to reply.

The situation remains agonizing for Mr. Putnam and 

for many friends of Amelia Earhart, and the request 

that certain additional search measures be undertaken 

at Mt - Putnam’s expense does not seem excessive or to 

warrant such delay in answering.

HULL



TELEGRAM SENT

GRAY

August 2, 1937 

8 p. m.

ANEMBASSY

LONDON (ENGLAND)

333.

Department's 328, July 30, 7 p. m.

With reference to the request that a boat from the 

Gilbert Islands make a thorough surface search for Amelia 

Earhart at Mr. Putnam’s expense, the latter now urges that 

an immediate search be begun of the following position: 

174 degrees ten minutes east longitude two degrees 36 

minutes north latitude. This is only 85 miles from Tarawa 

on Making Island bearing thence 106 degrees true. Mr. 

Putnma believes he has apparently authentic information 

from former commander copra vessel substantiated by relia­

ble American that uncharted reef exists at that point which 

is frequently visited for turtles eggs, ct cetera, by older 

Gilbcrtese natives. He believes that Captain I. Handley 

of Tawara knows about it. Please expedite reply.

HULL 
SW

EUr PM:VAS



COPY

telegram sent

August 2, 1937

George Palmer Putnam

Hotel Barclay

New York, New York.

Have sent telegram to our Embassy at London asking 

that the British supplement the general search of the 

Gilbert Islands which you requested be undertaken at 

your expense by an immediate search of the position 

you specified. You may count on our letting you 

know as soon as we have a reply from London and sin­

cerely trust that it may give the results hoped for.

Under Secretary



George Palmer Putnam

2 West 45th Street, 
New York City.

July 31, 1937.

Dear Marvin:

1 I am venturing this note just 
to tell you how deeply I appreciate the friendly 
personal cooperation which you have extended all 
along in our present troubles. About all I can 
do at the moment is to say ’’thank you”.

Sincerely,

Marvin MacIntyre, Esq., 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C.

P.S-— Is there any way of ascertaining what 
the Japanese actually are doing — especially 
as regards a real search of the eastern fringe 
of the Marshall Islands? ‘That is one of the 
most fruitful possible locations for wreckage.



TELEGRAM SELT

GRAY

July 30, 1937 

7 p. m.

AMEMBASSY

LONDON (ENGLAND).

328*

Evidence which to many sources seems positive indicates 

that Amelia Earhart (Mrs. Putnam) was on land the two nights 

following her disappearance. In the circumstances we should 

appreciate your getting in touch with the Colonial Office 

or other appropriate authority and telling them: (1) that 

if the authorities could send a boat from the Gilbert Islands 

to continue a thorough surface search in those Islands Mr. 

Putnam would be glad to defray the expenses involved, and 

(2) that word might be circulated that there is a reward 

of $2,000 offered for any evidence leading to a solution 

of her disappearance whether in the nature of wreckage or 

more positive indication of what happened.

HULL
(SW)

EU:PM:A SD



ML GRAY

London

Dated July 16, 1937

Rec’d 7:10 a. m.

Secretary of State

Washington

RUSH

476, July IS, noon.

■Department’s 303 July 15 5 p. in.

Foreign Office advises action approved.

BINGHAM

CSB
Search for Miss Earhart at Gilbert Island.

1



TELEGRAM SENT

LMS

July 15, 1937

5 p. m.

AI® MB AS SY

LONDON (ENGLAND).

RUSH.

303.

Department’s 289, July 12, 2 p. m., and your 463, 

July 13, 1 p. m.

Developments of the search have led to the dispatch 

of the Coast Guard cutter Itasca and the Navy minesweeper 

Swan to the Gilbert Islands to make a careful search of 

the uninhabited islands and to establish contact with 

residents of inhabited islands. Inquire whether this 

action has the approval of the British Government.

HULL
(NPD)



JR GRAY

London

Dated July 13, 1937

Rec’d 9 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

RUSH.

463. July 13, 1 p.m.

Department’s 289, July 12, 2 p.m.

Foreign Office advises authorization granted.

BINGHAM

KLP:DDM

Searching of Gilbert Islands for Amelia Earhart 
by aircraft from USS LEXINGTON.



TELEGRAM SENT

LMS

AMEMBASSY

LONDON (ENGLAND).

GRAY

July 12, 1937 

2 p. m.

RUSH.

289.

Navy Department requests authorization for aircraft 

squadrons from USS LEXINGTON to search Gilbert Islands 

for Amelia Earhart if necessary. Expedite reply.

HULL 
(RS)

PC:SBS:JMD EU



Ebe lUlntc Hinise
JWaBhingtnn

M. H. M. TOTAKE UP THE FIRST THING

THIS MORNING

August 25, 193

Lth you direct.

iXNTYRE
Secretary to the President

telegram of August 2.

Eu:PM:ASD



form NO. 14a 
the president

MARCH 10, 1926

TELEGRAM
OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

George Palmer Putnam, Esq., 
Union Air Terminal, 
Burbank, California.

From ©If£ ^B^lfu ^I« 
MLshmgtnn

Understand State Department has oommunicated with you direct.

M. H. MCINTYRE 
Secretary to the President

telegram of Auguet 2.

Eu:PM:ASD



J FORM NO. 14A 
by the president 
(CH 10, 1926

TELEGRAM

From ®^ 3®M^ ^^

JlhishiHgton

AUGUST 24 1937

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

GEORGE PALMER PUTNAM
UNION AIR TERMINAL 
BURBANK
CALIFORNIA

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 131254

PLEASE HOLD CALL UNTIL TOMORROW WILL ADVISE

M. H. MCINTIRE
Secretary to the President

0

telegram of Auguet 2
tear ^^^

Eu;PM;ASD



GRAM

®l|t JlUpte ^House
Waghntnimt

8W. RA. 57-D. L. 3:25 p.m,

Burbank, California, August 24, 1937 

Marvin H. McIntyre.

Unless wired contrary will phone you tonight ten o’clock EST 

after three weeks state department apparently unable secure reply 

or cooperation British on small specific search financed by me. 

Please help getting action at least information. Also anxious 

head off threatened story by newspaper which knows situation 

same likely hurtful all concerned and internationally embarrassing.

George Palmer Putnam, Union Air Terminal.

telegr&E of August 2.

Eu:PM:ASD



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

memorandum

August 25, 1937.

kugust 24, 1937.

The White House.
Mr. Kannee.

I find that the telegram from 
Sumner Welles to Mr. Putnam 
indicating that a British cutter 
had started on August 10 to search 
the position specifically requested 
by Mr. Putnam was despatched yester­
day afternoon at 3:48 p.m., - that 
is, later than his telegram to 
Mr. McIntyre.

received from

Office advisee

Yours very
a telegraphed that

d all Gilbert Islands

Pierrepont Moffat. ft by cutter on

telegram of Auguet 2.

oned in Department’s

Eu:PM:ASD



3'.^ PM 
/

August 24, 1937.

GEORGE PALMER PUTNAM, ESQUIRE, 

BURBANK, CALIFORNIA.

Following telegram just received from 

Embassy London: QUOTE Foreign Office advises 

High Commissioner at Suva has telegraphed that 

United States vessels visited all Gilbert Islands 

and that Captain Handley left by cutter on 

August 10 for position mentioned in Department’s 

telegram of August 2.
^ U4A^ oat //>^Lo

Eu:PM:ASD



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 13, 1938

My dear Mr. Chamberlain:

I am glad to learn that the in­
domitable spirit which surmounted so many ob­
stacles and pointed the way to new feminine 
achievements is to be commemorated in the Amelia 
Earhart Foundation. This foundation should, 
like her own radiant spirit and personality, be 
free in scope and idealistic in expression. 
Planned on such lines it can become an active 
force in moulding the destinies of those who 
come under its influence.

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Ernest ,B. Chamberlain, 
The Amelia Earhart Foundation, 
Suite 105 - 744 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, D. C.



AMELIA EARHART

---------------IO

LIVING MEMORIAL

Amelia Earhart—her shining courage, her broad 
human sympathies, her enthusiasms, her deep 
faith in women—should live on, actively, and re­
main forever inspiring, especially to the young.

The Amelia Earhart Foundation, therefore, seeks 
to keep alive and fruitful the memory, not only of 
Amelia Earhart the valiant pioneer of the air, but 
of Amelia Earhart—

The devoted social worker. “Life can be a 
beautiful thing,” she said, “but what shuts out 
happiness for some does so for me and mine.”

The self forgetful teacher. She became an ex­
tension lecturer to Massachusetts mill hands.





LIVING MEMORIAL

--------------TO--------------

AMELIA EARHART

Amelia Earhart—her shining courage, her broad 
human sympathies, her enthusiasms, her deep 
faith in women—should live on. actively, and re­
main forever inspiring, especially to the young.

The Amelia Earhart Foundation, therefore, seeks 
to keep alive and fruitful the memory, not only of 
Amelia Earhart the valiant pioneer of the air, but 
of Amelia Earhart—

The devoted social worker. “Life can be a 
beautiful thing,” she said, “but what shuts out 
happiness for some does so for me and mine.”

The self forgetful teacher. She became an ex­
tension lecturer to Massachusetts mill hands.



The scientist. “Always laboratory-minded,',” she 
studied science enthusiastically at Columbia 
and Harvard.

The untiring champion of women’s progress, 
particularly in education.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, speaking at the inau­
gural luncheon of The Foundation at the White 
House, said, “Ever since Amelia Earhart was lost I 
have had a feeling that everybody would want 
that personality and spirit and courage carried on 
in some way, so that people, young people espe­
cially, would not forget. .. she had the power to 
fire their imaginations and make them dream 
dreams and see visions. I did not really feel that I 
knew where she had roots, so that a memorial 
could be started. The idea that she had an interest 
here in a college and that out of that could grow a 
living memorial was welcome. I hope that the 
whole plan will appeal to you as it has to me.

“It will be something that will help young women 
to do things, something she was interested in, so 
that something of value to us which Amelia Ear­
hart represented shall be carried on to the younger 
generation and not die.”

Fittingly, Tire Amelia Earhart Foundation is de­
signed to benefit women. As fittingly, it has been 
created by the Trustees of Thiel College, Pennsyl­
vania, the college from which she received the de­
gree of Doctor of Science, and with which the Ear­
hart family had been connected for more than 
seventy years.

Shortly before her last flight, Amelia Earhart, 
deeply interested as ever in promoting advantages 
for women, planned to aid in erecting a Hall of 
Residence for women there, and the Trustees feel 
a moral obligation to fulfill her wish. But as a 
complete memorial this alone is inadequate. To 
honor the whole Amelia Earhart, it is planned 
that The Foundation shall, as well, grant post 
graduate scholarships in Science and Sociology, 
her best-beloved subjects.

Open to women graduates of accredited colleges 
the country over, the Science scholarships will be 
available at any accredited institution the recipi­
ents may choose, and the scholarships in Sociology 
will be tenable at leading settlements, where re­
cipients will learn as Amelia Earhart learned, 
serve as Amelia Earhart served.

The immediate goal of The Foundation is $500,000 
—$300,000 to endow scholarships, $200,000 for the



-

Women’s Hall of Residence.-A Board of Trustees, 
incorporated separately front the Trustees of 
Thiel College, is being selected and they will ap­
point an advisory committee to aid them in select­
ing candidates for scholarships.

The fund raising Headquarters in Washington 
are Suite 105, 744 Jackson Place, N.W., and the 
Washington depository is the Riggs National 
Bank, 1503 Pennsylvania Avenue.

Please make checks payable to The Amelia Earhart 
Foundation, Inc.

WASHINGTON COMMITTEE 
as of May 10, 1938

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Honorary Chairman
Mrs. James J. Davis, Chairman 
The Hon. John W. Boehne, Jr.

Mrs. Eugene Meyer

Mrs. Caroline O’Day

Mr. Justice and Mrs. Stanley F. Reed

Miss Katharine Brooks 
Senator James J. Davis 
Mrs. Edward E. Gann 
Mrs. Ned Brunson FI arris 
Mrs. Ka i hleen Sexton Holmes 
The Hon. Paul J. Kvale

Mrs. Howard F. Rough 
The Rev. Howard E. Snyder 

Mrs. Ruth Wilson Tryan 
Mrs. Walter R. Tuckerman 

i Mrs. James G. Wentz 
Miss Earlene White 

Dr. and Mrs. Gould Wickey

Mrs. Roberta Campbell Lawson

Dr. Mary E. Markley Miss Charl Ormond Williams



AMELIA EARHART





I say an unnumbered new race of hardy and well defined 

women are to spread through these States,

I say a girl fit for these States must be free, capable, 

dauntless, just the same as a boy.”

ow astonishing that eighty years ago Walt Whitman should 
have written this. He might have been predicting Amelia Earhart!

Dauntless she was, unforgettable.

The memory of the life, work, and character of this 
outstanding and distinctive American must be preserved. But 
no memorial of Amelia Earhart will be adequate that fails to
recognize all sides of her distinguished life. To 
honor, we must see the whole portrait and not a

do her full 
profile only.

Amelia Earhart’s flying career wasrfLook here upon 
this picture . .
THE WINGED WOMAN

phenomenal. At one time she held the 
altitude, speed and distance records

for women; but she will be remembered in the history of flight 
as the first woman to fly the Atlantic Ocean alone, and also the 
first woman to cross it as a passenger; the first to cross this con­
tinent in non-stop flights in each direction; and the first person 
to flv from Hawaii to the Pacific Coast. In her last flight, she



traversed many hitherto untraveled airways, and had flown more 
than three-quarters of the distance around the world when she 
passed from our sight.

We all remember the familiar pictures of her that 
appeared under startling headlines, recording some new and 
audacious flight—the tall, slim figure, usually in overalls or 
in flying clothes, her tawny, towsled head, her smile wide and 
boyish. This was Amelia Earhart, pioneer and adventurer of 
the air, the woman who with supreme bravery faced the un­
known, gazed unflinchingly into the bright eyes of danger and 
to whom, almost, the good earth had become a place of splendid 
taking-off and reluctant landing. She received the homage of 
the world and remained a modest, dignified, charming and 
wholly feminine woman to the end—unforgettably numbered 
among those pioneers in science, medicine, industry and ex­
ploration who have erected signposts on the highway of our 
destiny. But this is only one side of the true portrait.

. . And on this”
FOR WOMEN

AND CHILDREN

There was another side of Amelia Earhart,
less spectacular but equally significant and 
courageous in its strength of purpose. She

possessed a brightly burning idealism based on a deep belief 
in women, a warm, practical heart and quick sympathy for the 
sick, for the welfare of children and for those cast down. Her



generosity of heart and mind was well known to her friends. 
Though seldom did this side of her make headlines, her fight 
against oppression and injustice was made with the same valiant 
eagerness of spirit and unselfish energy that marked every act 
of her life. Few are aware of the arduous years she spent during 
the war as a hospital nurse with the Canadian Red Cross. There­
after she worked in settlement houses in Boston and New York, 
conducted English extension courses for Boston University in 
industrial towns in Massachusetts and served on committees for 
child study. The chairman of the board of directors, during the 
time she was at Denison House in Boston teaching older chil­
dren and taking classes of foreign-born adults studying to be 
citizens, says, "Everyone adored her. There was a party at Deni­
son House on the night the news came that she had flown 
out over the Atlantic and one of the neighborhood boys 
asked us to stop the dancing for a minute of silent prayer 
for her safe arrival.”

It was typical of her that just before she left on her 
fateful flight, amid all her work and anxiety, she sent a check 
toward expenses of the boys’ and girls’ Summer camp. Amelia 
Earhart, writing of her experiences in settlement work, said, 
"The biggest job of the social worker is to give boys and girls 
the experience that will keep them young and that will inspire 
a zest for life.” That phrase reflects a shining quality of her 
own personality.

Womanhood and its pioneering spirit were very close 
to her heart. She believed earnestly in the progress of women 
toward economic and political independence and equality, and 
worked enthusiastically for the abolition of laws discriminating 
against them. She also took a practical interest in developing 
careers for girls.

"For the Sake A fitting living memorial to Amelia Earhart 
of my Father" must carry on down the years all these pur­
poses and ideals for which she lived. Such a memorial, practical 
and enduring, has been established, called The Amelia Earhart 
Foundation. The Foundation was created by Thiel College of 
Greenville, Pennsylvania, and was formally inaugurated at a 
meeting held at the invitation of Mrs. Roosevelt at The White 
House. Thiel College was the first co-educational college in the 
United States created by the Lutheran Church. Amelia Earhart’s 
grandfather was one of the founders of the Synod which created 
the College; her father graduated there in 1886; an aunt was 
also a student; and Amelia herself received from Thiel College 
in 1932 the honorary degree of Doctor of Science. Though 
offered many degrees, she accepted but one other.

Before her last flight, Amelia Earhart flew to Cleve­
land to meet the President of the College. Always interested in 
education, particularly for women, she was attracted to Thiel 
College not only by family ties, but because it was co-educa-



TO PRESERVE
HER MEMORY

OBJECTIVES

OF THE
FOUNDATION

It is clear why the Trustees of Thiel College 
selected science and sociology for the annual 
scholarships to preserve her memory: science as

tional. She discussed with the President ways in which she could 
aid the College—'I want to help the College for the sake of 
my father,” she said, and made plans to do so, plans with which 
fate intervened. So, when silence deepened over the Pacific, the 
Board of Trustees decided to create this Foundation in her 
memory, recognizing an obligation to try to carry out one of 
her last wishes. Its principal objectives are the endowment of 
post-graduate scholarships in science and sociology for women 
of any accredited college at the school of their choice, and the 
building of a hall of residence for women on the campus of 
Thiel College which Amelia Earhart knew was urgently needed.

represented by her studies in science at Columbia and Harvard 
(she wanted to be a physician at one time) and in her flying

her life to the years. The aims of The Amelia Earhart Founda­
tion are so planned that the memorial will be free and flexible 
to meet the changes of time and yet remain tangible—a shrine 
of memory and a fixed place of actual service. A living mem­
orial, but it can come to life only as we put life into it.

Since nothing we can do can add years to 
her life, let us be sure that our memorial adds



career; and sociology, not only that the memory of her activities 
in social welfare should be memorialized, but because the com­
plex needs of our whole social structure can be effectively 
served only through fully trained and socially dedicated women.

The memorial scholarships will be made available to 
women graduates of all accredited colleges in the United States, 
the science scholarships to be tenable at any place the recipients 
may choose, while the sociology scholarships are planned to be 
tenable at leading settlement houses of the country. This is the 
first time that such scholarships in sociology have been made 
available by any college to be used in practical work at settle­
ment houses.

The other objective is the Amelia Earhart Hall for 
Women to be erected on the campus of Thiel College, Green­
ville, Pennsylvania, and designed to enshrine in an appropriate 
setting mementos of her life and work. But it is to be very much 
more than merely a museum of reminders of what she was and 
what she did. It is to be a residence hall and social center 
planned to accommodate about one hundred and twenty-Eve 
women and to give them through succeeding years the oppor­
tunity to live and to study on the basis of fullest equality with 
the men of the institution. The alumni and former students and 
friends of the College in the area served by the Pittsburgh Synod 
are holding themselves primarily responsible for this objective.

amelia earhart j^ appeal of The Amelia Earhart 
AND MRS. ROOSEVELT i .Foundation has already received 
notable attention. At the meeting at The White House, Mrs. 
Roosevelt said, ’’Ever since Amelia Earhart was lost I have had 
a feeling that everybody who knew her would want to do some­
thing in her memory, but I had no concise idea of what it ought 
to be. I did not really feel that I knew where she had roots, 
so that a memorial could be started. I felt that all of us who 
knew her would think of her primarily as a personality and a 
spirit and that we would want that personality and spirit and 
courage to be carried on in some way, so that people, young 
people especially, would not forget.

"I finally heard of the interest which she had had in 
Thiel College and it seemed to me a very fine idea that some­
thing could be done in conjunction with that College. Amelia 
Earhart was very much interested in education and she had a 
peculiar gift with young people in that she had the power to 
fire their imagination and make them dream dreams and see 
visions. I remember seeing a number of young people with 
whom she had worked and I think every one of them had been 
touched with Amelia’s spirit and personality. So the idea that 
she had an interest here in a college and that out of that could 
grow a living memorial was welcome. It will be something that 
will help young women to do things, it will be something that 
she was interested in, and I felt I would like to try to help this



«

idea in her memory. I hope that the whole plan will appeal to 
you as it has to me and that we will be able to interest many 
more people in order that something of value to us which 
Amelia Earhart represented shall be carried to the younger 
generation and not die.”

her "magnificent Few women in recent years were closer 
personality ^ Amelia Earhart than Louise Thaden 

of Pittsburgh, one of the most distinguished women flyers of 
today. Speaking of her friend, Mrs. Thaden said, "Ten years’ 
close association with Amelia Earhart has left me with a 
lasting impression of her high courage, her sincere, never­
ending interest in the world’s problems — particularly as they 
concerned women.

"With her never-flagging determination to reach a set 
goal—as she steadily mounted each step toward the shining 
beacon ahead—she took time to pause on each of those steps 
to reach a helping hand down to others less fortunate. Doubt­
less, all these things together developed the magnificent per­
sonality which is Amelia Earhart—plus a kindness, an under­
standing, a generosity, a gentleness which few have understood 
—they having been covered by an innate reserve. There are so 
many worthwhile accomplishments hidden behind the glamor­
ous veil of record flights, oceanic conquests and other aviation 
enterprises, unknown and unsung except by those closest to her.



"Knowing Amelia as I do, I know without question 
that the success o£ these plans would make her both happy and 
proud—for it was toward such things as these that she strove 
constantly. It is definitely the culmination of part of her ambi­
tion, a hope which was her own—one which will keep alive 
the courage, the honesty, the unselfishness of one of the finest 
women I have ever known — so that her undaunted spirit 
will live always.”

THE GOAL OF
THE FOUNDATION

The administration of The Amelia Ear­
hart Foundation will be entrusted to a

separate Board of Trustees, now being selected. That Board 
will have the counsel of an advisory committee of experts in 
scientific and sociological scholarship. A sum of $500,000 is 
required to fulfill the objectives of The Foundation—$300,000 
for the Amelia Earhart Scholarships and $200,000 for the 
Amelia Earhart Hall for Women. The value and number of the 
annual scholarships must depend on the total amount raised, 
but The Foundation hopes to be able to endow at the start ten 
annual scholarships of a value of $1,000 each. There is every 
reason to hope that The Foundation will expand its activities 
in the future as more people realize the value of its service.

GRACE AND GLORY

/Amelia Earhart was not quite thirty-nine years old when she 
passed from sight. "I suppose,” she said, "I shall go out before 
I am old ... I shall mind dreadfully, of course, not having the 
things that come to old age and the quieter pleasures of grow­
ing older. But one must take risks.” She did, and she left us in 
the way she would have chosen—she said so. But she will not 
grow old as we that are left grow old, for she will live, with 

your help, in the lives of future generations of women. You are 
asked to help perpetuate the fine things of life for which she 
worked, and to pay honor to the quality of courage which in­
spired her to add grace and glory to our national history.

She wrote:

"Courage is the price that life exacts for 
granting peace.
The soul that knows it not, knows no 
release
From little things.”

Amelia Earhart — the winged woman — a rare blending of 
the eagle and the dove!



THE AMELIA EARHART FOUNDATION
NATIONAL SPONSORS COMMITTEE 

(As of April 16, 1938)

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Honorary Chairman

Judge Florence E. Allen 
Mrs. George Backer 
Mrs. Minerva B. Beveridge 
Miss Charlotte Carr
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt 
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Chesterman 
Hon. and Mrs. James John Davis 
Mrs. William C. Dickerman 
Mrs. Robert L. Dodge 
Mrs. Mary Childs Draper 
Dr. Henry W. Elson 
Hon. Frank L. Fay 
Mrs. Jacob H. Gilbert 
Mrs. Frederick E. Guest

Mrs. Eugene Meyer
Mrs. Caroline O’Day 

Mrs. Ruth Haller Ottaway 
Mrs. Edgerton Parsons 

Mrs. Stephen H. P. Pell 
Mr. George Palmer Putnam 

Mr. Justice and Mrs. Stanley F. Reed 
Mrs. Ogden Reid 

Mr. Andrew W. Robertson 
Mrs. Howard F. Rough 

Mrs. Frank M. Sawtell 
Mrs. John M. Schiff 

Mrs. Vladimir Simkhovitch 
Miss Cornelia Otis Skinner

Miss Helen Hall
Mrs. John Henry Hammond 
Mrs. Oliver Harriman 
Mr. Clayton E. Hildum 
Hon. William E. Hirt

Mrs. George Sloane 
Miss Margaret L. Sorg 

Mrs. Henry Davis Stark 
Mrs. Edward R. Stettinius, Jr. 

Mrs. Louise Thaden
Mrs. Hannah Clothier Hull 
Miss Fannie Hurst 
Judge Dorothy Kenyon 
Mrs. James Lees Laidlaw 
Mrs. Roberta Campbell Lawson 
Mrs. Henry Goddard Leach 
Mrs. Herbert H. Lehman 
Mrs. George H. Lorimer 
Miss Mary E. Markley

Mrs. Owen D. Young

Miss Dorothy Thompson
Mrs. Juan T. Trippe 

Miss Sarah Wambaugh 
Mrs. Thomas J. Watson 

Miss Earlene White 
Mrs. Eva Whiting White 

Dr. Gould Wickey 
Miss Charl Ormond Williams 

Miss Mary E. Woolley

CAMPAIGN
949, 60 East 42nd Street 
New York New York

HEADQUARTERS
968 Union Trust Building
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania







THE AMELIA EARHART FOUNDATION 

(Thiel College) 

• * »

"Courage is the price life exacts for 
granting peace. The soul that knows 
it not, knows no relief from little 
things."

Her own words reveal the gallant spirit that is 

Amelia Earhart. Unspoilt and unspent, her adventurous 

soul has entered upon a more spacious and lovely flight -- 

dauntless, unforgettable. Enshrine forever the memory of 

her inspiring character in a way which would have gladdened 

her heart and mind!

Amelia Earhart received the homage of the world. Dur­

ing her lifetime she was placed by wise judges among the 

twelve greatest American women of the last hundred years. 

She is numbered amongst those pioneers in science, medicine, 

industry, and exploration who have erected signposts on the 

highway of our destiny, who must never be forgotten. A 

place in the nation's Hall of Fame serves a purpose --



but a living memorial is more personal, more practical, 

more enduring.

A Living Memorial

A living memorial to Amelia Earhart must perpetuate 

her whole life work and not Just those audacious years of 

adventure in flight. There was another side of Amelia 

Earhart, equally significant and courageous in its strength 

of purpose. Too few know of her brightly burning idealism 

based on a deep belief in women, or of her warm, practical 

heart and quick sympathy for the sick, for the welfare of 

children and for those cast down. Seldom did the true 

womanhood of her make headlines, yet she fought against 

oppression and injustice with the same valiant eagerness 

of spirit and unselfish energy which marked every act of 

her life. She could not believe that "women are born to 

timidity." Therefore the creation of a living memorial 

to her honor must carry on down the years all these pur­

poses and ideals for which she lived and died.

Such a memorial is being established by Thiel College



of Greenville, Pennsylvania.

Why has this small college had the courage and vision 

to undertake the great task of creating a national memorial 

to Amelia Earhart? Because the Earhart family has been con 

nected with the College since its inception, seventy years 

ago, and because Amelia Earhart herself planned to help 

achieve one of the four objectives of the Foundation, one 

which is now to become a part of her own living memorial.

Amelia Earhart and Thiel College

Plans were laid some time ago to erect on the campus 

of Thiel College a new hall of residence for women to 

accommodate at least one hundred women students. Since 

then the need has grown even more urgent. It is unfor­

tunate in a college community that women students should 

be forced, as many are at Thiel, to find accommodations 

scattered about in private homes away from the campus. 

Nor is it good for the community life of the College

that there should be no social center where the women



students may gather when work is done to entertain friends. 

Amelia Earhart knew of this condition, and before her last 

journey flew to Cleveland to meet Dr. Earl S. Rudisill, 

president of the College, and at that time said to him, 

"I want to help the College because of my father,” and 

made plans to do so.

With her lifelong interest in equality of opportunity 

for women, she was specially attracted to the College be­

cause it was the first collegiate Institution of the 

Lutheran Church In America to establish coeducation. 

Miss Earhart’s grandfather, the Reverend David Earhart, 

helped found the Pittsburgh Synod which created the 

College, and throughout his life in Pennsylvania showed a 

deep interest in its welfare. Her father, Edwin S. Earhart, 

graduated from Thiel in 1886, and her aunt, Katherine 

Earhart, was also a student. It is significant as showing 

Miss Earhart’s affection for Thiel that in 1932, when all 

the world was heaping honors upon her, she received from 

Thiel College her first honorary degree. She would accept 

only two such honors of the many that were offered.

(4)



features of the Foundation

The Board of Trustees of Thiel College feels that 

it has a saored duty to carry out what was one of her 

last wishes. To do so it has created a foundation to 

preserve her memory as a living, enduring inspiration to 

the women of the nation. Included in the program of the 

Foundation is the hall of residence for women in which 

has been planned, as a special feature of the building, 

a memorial room, to serve as a social center for the 

students, where will be preserved mementos of her life 

and work.

The Foundation will establish in Miss Earhart's 

memory a number of postgraduate scholarships in sociology 

and science to be awarded to women graduates of accredited 

colleges and tenable at any institution in the United States 

chosen by the recipients.

Other features of the Foundation include the endow­

ment of a chair of science at Thiel College and an annual 

Amelia Earhart Memorial Lecture to be given, preferably 

by a woman, in one of the principal cities of the



country under the auspices of a national scientific 

society.

Why Sociology and Science?

In mapping the plans of the foundation, the Board 

of Trustees of Thiel College decided upon the division of 

the scholarships between sociology and science because 

Miss Earhart made science her particular study at school 

and college, and because social welfare work was an 

abiding interest throughout her life. She studied science 

et Columbia University and also at Harvard, and of course 

in her flying work she became an expert in aircraft 

engineering. "I was always laboratory-minded,” she said.

While still a student at a girls' school in Rydal, 

Pennsylvania, (after graduating from high school in 

Chicago) she visited Toronto at the time of the World War. 

Deeply distressed by the sight of wounded soldiers, 

characteristically she abandoned her studies and joined 

a hospital staff as a nurse for the duration of the war. 

Later for two or three years she was in charge of girls'

(6)



work at Denison House in Boston, the second oldest settle­

ment house in Massachusetts. There she endeared herself 

not only to the children of whom she had charge, but also 

to her fellow workers, who praised highly her simplicity 

and honesty.

Following her work at the community house, where she 

also served on the inter-settlement committee of child 

study, Miss Earhart conducted many English extension 

courses for Boston University in industrial towns in 

Massachusetts. Later she lived and worked at Greenwich 

House in the City of New York. Especially interested in 

women’s progress, Miss Earhart became a life member of the 

National Woman's Party, working for abolition of laws dis­

criminating against her sex. She was a director of the 

Institute of Women's Professional Relations, and a mem­

ber, for nine years, of the advisory committee of the 

Women's Exposition of Arts and Industries. Through her 

efforts women were permitted to pilot aircraft under the 

same regulations as men, and many times the United States 

Senate sought her advice.

(7)



What Thiel Has Done

Why is Thiel College worthy to enshrine the memory 

of such a woman as Amelia Earhart? Since its founding 

in 1866, Thiel College has made unusual sacrifices to 

accommodate all applicants qualified to enter. Through­

out its existence it has been affording young men and 

women a first-class education which otherwise might have 

been denied them. It is fully accredited, and its grad­

uates are accepted by all the leading universities of 

the country. Its graduates are teachers, doctors, clergy­

men, and attorneys, business men and technicians who go 

into the industries of the State. Although a Lutheran 

college, more than half of its student body of nearly 

three hundred belong to other denominations. Thiel College 

is giving financial aid today to fifty-five per cent of 

its students that they may be qualified to serve the 

State of Pennsylvania, where most of them work and live.

(9)



That Her Spirit May Live

To fulfill all the objectives of The Amelia Earhart 

Foundation $500,000 is required.

You are invited to help create this living memorial, 

not only because it is a means of expressing your admira­

tion of the spirited life of an intrepid yet wholly fem­

inine American woman and of perpetuating her ideals, not 

only as an acknowledgment that Thiel College as a sound 

and sane Pennsylvania institution and her father's college 

is the logical place from which her memorial work should 

be carried on, but also because in your heart and mind 

you must respect the quality of courage that inspires 

individuals as well as Institutions to add honor and 

glory to the story of America.

That is what Amelia Earhart has done.

That is what Thiel College continues to do.

That is what you are asked to do - to pay "honor to 

whom honor is due."

(9)



PARTIAL LIST OF UNITS IN THE

AMELIA EARHART HALL FOR WOMEN

Offering Donors an Opportunity to have Such Units si|
Named, In Their Honor or In Behalf of a

Church or Family Group, or as Memorials to Loved. Ones

Dining Rooms $ 20,000

Kitchen and Pantry 10,000

2 Cold Storage Rooms @ $1000 each 2,000

Recreation Room 7,500

Laundry 1,500

Kitchenette 1,500

Reception Hall 5,000

Amelia Earhart Memorial Room 10,000

Matron's Suite 3,000

Guest Rooms with Bath(2) at $1250 each 2,500

Students' Bedrooms (61) each 1,000

Total Number of Units Listed - 71

(These estimates are based by the Architects 
cost of cubic capacity of these units.)

on the

(10)
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April 3, 1942.

You ^re right, and you are wrongl In a gre t many 
matters I do not think that we are giving enough of details to ~. 
the public as we well could do. On the other hand, there are 
reasons for withholding information which is difficult to ex­
plain to the public as a whole.

For example — the- Navy raids X Island. The Japs 
are badly slashed up there and an announcement comes from Tokyo. 
Meanwhile, our ships, by the time a news dispatch can be sent, 
are on a given course, possibly a hundred miles away. If they 
use their radio, theii’ position and course becomes Known to 
German submarines and German bombing planes that are within 
range. We thereby jeopardize American ships and American lives 
unnecessarily. The Task Force may then go back to their base 
or may go to another point of attack. Doing either, their 
position can be given away by any radio message. Finally, if 
the Task Force gets back to its own base it is important that 
the Japs do not know where it is until it has had time to refit 
and refuel and get out to sea again for another operation. 
The simple fact is that the Japanese so far (knock wood) have, 
as a matter of fact, misguessed the location of American ships 
on several occasions. That is more important than giving stories 
to the public, as the winning of the war by war operations comes 
first.

In regard to the production program, you will be 
int rested in knowing that while there is a general understanding 
that the program as a whole is going well, it can be proved 
that silence in regard to monthly production of any given 
article keeps the Germans and the Japs from the knowledge of 
details which are of extreme importance. For example, I got 
hold of a secret message to Germany purporting to give details 
of airplane production for February and while the totals of 
this report were approximately correct, the breakdown into types 
of planes was ludicrously wrong.

It Is a false assumption to say that our enemies 
know all these things and that therefore they should be given 
to the public. Nobody is lying to the American public. The 
public has been told that our plane and tank production is 
going well. I could tell you of dozens of different examples
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and the only real request I can make is that we should preach 
to the American people on the text of "Ye of little faith".

As ever yours.

^.^U 2.,
KOO^E^-

George Putnam, Esq., 
The George Putnam Fund of 
50 State Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts#

Boston,

fdr/dj



The George Putnam Fund of Boston

FIFTY STATE STREET

OFFICE OF THE TRUSTEES

March 30, 1942

The President 
White House 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Franklin:

I am taking the liberty of writing to you 
because i believe that a situation is developing that 
might become serious. There is no use in writing to 
Archie MacLeish about it, as he has no more power than 
I have to correct it. //??2. xy^^x /^

I refer to excessive censorship of news. 
Everyone believes that the German and Japanese general 
staffs get at least most of the facts and that only loyal 
Americans are kept in ignorance.

What I think I detect is the same sort of numb 
and disturbed feeling (not complacent at all) that existed 
in Neville Chamberlain’s England or Daladier’s France.

The Navy raids Wake Island? The Japs give their 
version immediately. The Navy waits a month before 
giving theirs. To say that the necessity ^or radio silence 
should cause as much delay as that seems specious.

'Why not give us some of the real facts about our 
production program? Something to make us all realize 
what is being accomplished? People are trying to work 
hard, but there is such worry and uncertainty that the 
results are not what they might be. There are two things 
that could make them produce that extra effort that gets 
the superlative results. One is a feeling of desperation 
such as the British had after Dunkirk, and the other is 
the enthusiasm from results known and shared. God protect 
us from ever having the first stimulus, but a more intel­
ligent handling of the news could give us some of the 
second. „ z _

X^^?^
Give us details of our plane and tank production. 

If the results are good it will stimulate us all, and 
should be broadcast to the people of Germany and Japan in 
an effort to sow discouragement. If the results are not 
good a public airing is the best corrective.
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The President March 30, 1942

A small detail, but one that should be 
better handled, is the matter of official communiques. 
In all the welter of people in Washington it should be 
possible to find some one who can make these readable.

In view of the conversation that we had the
last time that you and I talked together, I shall be 
curious to know whether this letter ever gets to you 
personally. The evil that I speak of has not yet 
reached serious proportions, but the time to correct 
it is before it takes hold more deeply. The action 
must come from you as none of your subordinates down 
the line would dare to change the existing routine. 
Maybe some real facts in one of your press conferences 
would be a good beginning.

Sincerely yours,

GP:ALH



The George Putnam Fund of Boston

FIFTY STATE STREET

OFFICE OF THE TRUSTEES

’’’f WHJE HOUSE

Apr 8 1211 PM’>12

The President 
White House 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Franklin:

It was very nice of you indeed to take the 
trouble to answer my letter. As a matter of fact, as 
you well know I should not have written at all had I 
not felt that a situation was developing which might 
become quite serious.

I am a little surprised by your second 
paragraph. As I understand it a Task Force is sent out 
by the Navy Department to raid some particular Jap 
Island. The raid is successful (we hope) and the Japs 
announce their version of the story. Is it possible that 
our Navy Department knows nothing except the Tokyio 
version until our ships arrive at some refueling base 
days later? This seems to me rather incredible. It was 
my thought that the Navy could announce something before 
they were prepared to give entire and full details.

I have never assumed or heard anyone else assume 
that anything given out was other than the truth. I 
think you and your people deserve a great deal of credit 
for that. My letter was based on the belief that an un­
necessary amount of secrecy was being indulged in and that 
the morale of this country which is fundamentally very 
sound could be and would be stimulated by more information 
as to exactly what our effort is producing.

A very large percentage of the population is 
engaged in some way in furthering the National Effort. 
Naturally most people's jobs are so small that they can 
not see the whole picture. In order to produce that extra 
something of effort I believe it necessary and proper that 
more information or results be given out.
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The President 4/7/42

The remarks of Mr. Donald Nelson over the weekend 
were very much to the point and a very definite start 
in the right direction.

Once again thank you very much indeed for 
your most courteous letter.

As ever yours,

GPrALH



M»y 19, 1945

MISS TULLY

W BOW^ ASKED „ To 

TO YOU.

D E KRAUSS 19U5

Dear Anna:

Perhaps you will recall the enclosed letter from your 
friend, Janet Mabie, who wrote about Amelia Earhart. Admiral 
Brown has sent me information contained in the Navy Department's 
files in regard to her proposed flight to the Pacific. However, 
they do not seem to know much about what was done by the President 
in the way of searching for her plane when she was long overdue.

I have a vague recollection of the President telling the 
Naval Aide to be sure and see that everything was done humanly pos­
sible to find her. There does not seem to be anything in writing.

Perhaps if Miss Mabie contacted Mr. Gene Vidal, he might 
be able to give her more accurate information than we seem to have.

I do hope that Johnny continues to hold his own and that 
you will have him home with you very soon. Don't forget I want to 
run in and see you and John one evening when you have a little free 
time. With much love,

Affectionately,

h

GRACE G. TULLT

Mrs. John Boettiger, 
Wardman Park Hotel, 
Washington, D. C.

Enclosures - 2 letters from Miss Mabie of March 2$, 19U5.

P.S. You may want to return this file to me when you have finished 

with it for the record.

iy

h

^UUjL^ ^M*Jh



My 15, 19U5

Dear Anna?

Perhaps you will recall the enclosed letter fro* your 
friend, Janet Mabie, who wrote about Amelia Earhart. Admiral 
Brown has sent ne information contained in the Navy Departments 
files in regard to her proposed flight to the Pacific. However, 
they do not sees to know much about what was done by the President 
in the way of searching for her plane when she was long overdue.

I have a vague recollection of the President telling the 
Naval Aide to be sure and see that everything was done humanly pos­
sible to find her. There does not seem to be anything in writing.

Perhaps if Miss Mabie contacted Mr. Gene Vidal, he might 
be able to give her more accurate information than we seem to have.

I do hope that Johnny continues to hold his own and that 
you will have him home with you very soon. Don’t forget I want to 
run in and see you and John one evening when you have a little free 
time. With much love,

Affectionately,

GRACE G. TULLT

iy

Mrs. John Boettiger,
Wardsan Park Hotel,
Washington, D. C. h

Enclosures - 2 letters from Miss Mabie of March 25, 19h5.

P.S. You may want to return this file to me when you have finished 
with it for the record.



May 15, 1945

Dear Annas

Perhaps you will recall the enclosed letter from your 
friend, Janet Mabie, who wrote about Amelia Earhart. Admiral 
Brown has sent me information contained in the Navy Department’s 
files in regard to her proposed flight to the Pacific. However, 
they do not seem to know much about what was done by the President 
in the way of searching for her plane when she was long overdue.

I have a vague recollection of the President telling the
Naval Aide to be sure and see that everything was done humanly pos­
sible to find her. There does not seem to be anything in writing.

Perhaps if Miss Mabie contacted Mr. Gene Vidal, he might 
be able to give her more accurate information than we seem to have.

I do hope that Johnny continues to hold his own and that
you will have him home with you very soon. Don’t forget I want to 
run in and see you and John one evening when you have a little free 
time. With much love,

November
.Ing that “the Pres 
©operate with Mias

Affectionately,

in this connection contact shoulc. be »-?de with ha^ husband, Mr.

GRACE G. TULLY
p Office oi Naval Records inis no inforKation in

of Naval Operations to indicate there was White H
»r Amelia Earhurt. It would appear that whatever

•iy

Mrs. John Boettiger,
Wardman Park Hotel, 
Washington, D. C.

Enclosure e _ 2 letters from Miss Mabie of March 25, 1945.

P.S. You may want to return this file to me when you have finished
with it for the record

^UUjl€\ <AMxkj



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

9 April 1945.

Miss Tully.

Subject: Aid given by the President in the search for Amelia 
Earhart. I

White House files disclose that on July 26, 1937 the 
President told Secretary McIntyre that he would like to see Mr. 
Gene Vidal for five or ten minutes. It appears that at that time >d
Mr. Vidal (referred to in Miss Mabie’s letter) was in very close 
touch with Mr. Putnam, husband of Amelia Earhart. Other files show 
that at this same time Mr. Marvin McIntyre was in contact with Mr.
Putnam and apparently was acting as liaison between Mr. Putnam and ;h
the State Department, which was active in enlisting the participation 
of the British in a search through the Gilbert Islands. This search 
took place about the first week in August 1937.

it
Going back earlier, we do find a letter in the files of 

the Naval Aide to the President written by Amelia Earhart to the 
President asking the President to help her secure naval cooperation 
in her proposed flight. This letter was passed to the Chief of Naval 
Operations on 16 November 1936 via Captain Paul H. Bastedo (the Naval i-
Aide) stating that "the President hoped the Navy would do what they 
could to cooperate with Miss Amelia Earhart in her proposed flight and 
that in this connection contact should be made with her husband, Mr.
Putnam." *

The Office of Naval Records has no information in the files 
of the Chief of Naval Operations to indicate there was White House -ly
interest in the search for Amelia Earhart. It would appear that whatever 
the President did was done by personal conversation or by telephone.



the white house 

WASHINGTON

March 26, 1945

45 East 55th Street 
New York City

25 March, 1945

Memorandum for Miss Tullys

The attached speaks for itself. 
Perhaps you knew enough about whatever 
Father did to help in the search for 
Ameilia Earhart to give the lady the 
information without bothering Father. 
Otherwise, if you want me to answer 
it and will give me whatever information 
you do have, I will be glad to answer it.

A.R.B.

’aphy of Amelia Earhart. By 
Science Monitor to cover her, I

clmately nine years of her

of character and personality 
avoiding ground hitherto covered 
luck in finding sources of new 
great people.

rsatlons with Mr. Bernard Baruch 
pologize for writing you in the 
tie San Francisco Conference, to 
ortunately I am trapped by the 
ff, and must do It now or not at 
d understand this, considering

d a special quality in AE, and 
hed. I know that after she dls- 
he search, moreover drawing on 
urself, direct the details. Yet 
a dull way for me to handle it, 
;o at that. To do justice to the 
to show that The President per- 
,e actual steps, the atmosphere 
.ttention spared by a phenomenally 
it happened from hour to hour

~__ ___  lan interest. Parenthetically I
am just back from California where I went to talk with AE’s mother. I 
don’t think she knows how, and how much,you helped, and it would touch 
and gratify her if it were part of the book. She is gallant about 
losing AE, and cherishes special evidences of admiration of her.

And so, for a book designed as a testament of admiration, I 
can’t resist taking the liberty of asking you direct, if some way can 
be worked out. I would like to ask to see you but have a feeling that 
is too much. Mr. Vidal is wonderful about recalling the day-to-day 
circumstances. But if I could possibly have some of It from you ? In 
any case, both he and Mr. Baruch encourage me to make the try.

Respectfullv^ours



45 East 55th Street 
New York City

25 March, 1945

The Honourable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C..

My dear Mr. President;

I am In process of writing a biography of Amelia Earhart. By 
way of being assigned by The Christian Science Monitor to cover her, I 
saw her continuously through the approximately nine years of her 
public life.

Approaching the subject in terms of character and personality 
rather than events, I am deliberately avoiding ground hitherto covered 
as much as I can, and having marvelous luck in finding sources of new 
light on someone I feel was one of the great people.

This week I had invaluable conversations with Mr. Bernard Baruch 
and Mr. Gene Vidal. I feel I should apologize for writing you in the 
preoccupied period between Yalta and the San Francisco Conference, to 
say nothing of the war itself. But unfortunately I am trapped by the 
deadline of the mss., only six weeks off, and must do It now or not at 
all. Both men seemed to feel you would understand this, considering 
the subject.

I know you perceived and admired a special quality in AE, and 
the things she stood for and accomplished. I know that after she dis­
appeared you bore a personal hand in the search, moreover drawing on 
an unparalleled naval experience to,yourself, direct the details. Yet 
you will appreciate why that would be a dull way for me to handle it, 
just to say that you did, and let it go at that. To do justice to the 
facts It would be very moving I think to show that The President per­
sonally helped with the search, and the actual steps, the atmosphere 
of personal concern, the experienced attention spared by a phenomenally 
busy man, if I could tell the story as it happened from hour to hour 
and day to day it would be maximum human interest. Parenthetically I 
am just back from California where 1 went to talk with AE’s mother. I 
don’t think she knows how, and how much,you helped, and it would touch 
and gratify her if It were part of the book. She is gallant about 
losing AE, and cherishes special evidences of admiration of her.

And so, for a book designed as a (testament of admiration, 1 
can’t resist taking the liberty of asking you direct, if some way can 
be worked out. I would like to ask to see you but have a feeling that 
Is too much. Mr. Vidal is wonderful about recalling the day-to-day 
circumstances. But if I could possibly have some of it from you ? In 
any case, both he and Mr. Baruch encourage me to make the try.

Respectfully _yours,

. I • JANET MABIE



9 April 1945.

SMMRi
Mise Tully

Subject! Aid given by the President in the search for Amelia 
Earhart.

White House files disclose that on July 26, 1937 the 
President told Secretary McIntyre that he would like to see Mr. 
Gene Vidal for five or ten minutes. It appears that at that time 
Mr. Vidal (referred to in Miss Mabie’s letter) was in very close 
touch with Mr. Putnam, husband of Amelia Earhart. Other files show 
that at this same time Mr. Marvin McIntyre was in contact with Mr. 
Putnam and apparently was acting as liaison between Mr. Putnam and 
the State Department, which was active in enlisting the participation 
of the British in a search through the Gilbert Islands. This search 
took place .bout the first week in August 1937.

Going back earlier, we do find a letter in the files of 
the Naval Aide to the President written by Amelia Earhart to the 
President asking the President to help her secure naval cooperation 
in her proposed flight. This letter was passed to the Chief of IIaval 
Operations on 16 November 1936 via Captain Paul H. Bastedo (the Naval 
Aide) stating that "the President hoped the Navy would do what they 
could to cooperate with Miss Amelia Earhart in her proposed flight and 
the t in this connection contact should be made with her husband, Mr. 
Putnam.*

The Office of Naval Records has no information in the files 
of the Chief of Naval Operations to indicate there was White House 
interest in the search for Amelia Earhart. It would appear that whatever 
the President did was done by personal conversation or by telephone.

Very respectfully,

/s/ W. BROWN.



Poirier, Esq

which was to appear in the

See 249

Sends the 
about aviation

PUTNAM, George 
New York, 

Maroh 22, 1934

President an article written by Amelia Earhart^ 
next Sunday’s Tribune



PUTNAM, GEORGE P.,
New York, N.Y, 

Jan. 28, 1935.

Letter to Mr. McIntyre, regarding a special letter which 
Amelia Earhart carried acnoss the Pacific sent to the President by Governor 
Poindexter and enclosed In a unique decorated envelope.

See P.P.F.37-P
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BOJSTTIOW, Mr8, John,
Women's Activities, Democratic Stole Comities 

Mew York, B.T.
October 6, 1936

Writes to Mise LeHand unclosing a c rd which was handed to her by Mr. Eddie 
Dowling, who told her at the sane time, that Mr. Emanuel Cohen had just handed 
in a check for $1,000. Mr. Cohan was approached by Mr. (Jeorge Palmer Putnam. 
Mrs. Boettiger etn os that Mr. Dowling thinks that the President should write 
Mr. Cohen a p rsonal note of thanks. Enclosed is newspaper clipping containing 
article captioned 117 Day”, written on the previous day by the President's wife. 
On Oct. SO, 1936 Col. McIntyre wrote personal note to Mr. Bmaiuol Cohen, c/o Major 
Pictures Corpor tion, Hollywood, Calif, expressing the appreciation of "all of us" 
concerning the above.

300-C

Q ^ ^



BUDGET, The Acting Director of the bureau of the 
Jan. 8, 1937

Mr. McIntyre referred for draft reply a wire of Jan. 8 to the Presi­
dent from Amelia Earhart, Burbank, Cal., who says just before the President left 
for ^outh America she wrote ebout her proposed round the world flight this 
spring and hoped for Navy Cooperation in refuelling west of Hawaii, which was 
subsequently kindly arranged by Admiral Standley. Says since then the neces­
sity for such difficult and costly maneuvers has been obviated and instead she 
hopes to land on Howland Island where the Government is about to establish an 
emergency field. Says Dept, of Commerce approves her plan and the Interior 
Dept, is very cooperative as is the Coast Guard. Says all details are arranged 
and the construction party with equipment due to sail from Honolulu next week. 
Says she is now informed that apparently some question re WPA appropriation in 
amount of ^3,000 which covers all costs other than those borne by her for this 
mid-pacific pioneer landing field which will be permanently useful and valuable 
aeronautically and nationally. Understands its moving requires executive approval 
and asks that it be expedited. - Director Bell submitted draft, which Mr. Mc­
Intyre sent Miss Earhart on Jan. 11 saying, in part, that an allocation of 
Federal funds has been made by the President to WPA to enable the Bureau of Air 
Commerce to carry out the construction of such a field. Understands the neces­
sary equipment and labor for this work will be transported to Howland Island 
by the Coast Guard Service on a boat scheduled to leave Honolulu on Jan. 12th.

SEE - 249 Official



BUDGET, The Acting Director of the Bureau of the
Jan. 8, 1937

Mr. iiclntjrre referred for draft reply a wire of Jan. 8 to the Presi­
dent fro-n Amelin i.arh rt, Burbank, Cal., who says Just before the President left 
for ^outh America she wrote about her proposed round the world flight this 
spring and hoped for Navy Cooperat on in refuelling west of Hawaii, which was 
subsequently kindly arranged by Admiral tandley. Saya since then the neces­
sity for such difficult and costly maneuvers has been obviated and Instead she 
hopes to land on Howland Island where the Government is about to establish an 
emergency field. Days Dept, of Commerce approves her plan and the Interior 
Dept, is very cooperative as is the Coast Guard. Says all details are arranged 
and the construction party with equipment due to sail from Honolulu next week. 
Says she is now informed that apparently some question re IPA appropriation in 
amount of $3,000 which covers all costs other than tho e borne by her for this 
mid-pacific pioneer landing field which will be permanently useful and valuable 
aeronautically and nationally. Understands its moving equines executive approval 
and asks that it be expedited. - Director Bell submitted draft, which Mr. Mc­
Intyre sent Miss Earhart on Jan. 11 saying, in pert, that an allocation of 
Federal funds has been made by the President to WPA to enable the Bureau of Air 
Comarca to carry out the construction of such a field. Understands the neces- 
sary equipment and labor for this work will be transported to Howland Island 
by the Coast Guard Service on a boat scheduled to leave Honolulu on Jan. 12th.

g.A - 249 Official (Official File)



CROSSON, Charles S.,
Huguenot Park, Staten Island, N.Y., N.Y. 

Jan. 30, 1938.

Sends two covers, a stamp doily and a picture of Amelia Earhart to the 
President. Extends birthday greetings.

See P.P.F.37-C



The following send birthday greetings to the president. Filed 2-1-38

CHAPEL, Mrs. Ella E., 
Warren, Pa.

FAGAN, Theresa, 
Mount Vernon, Wash.

CROSSON, Charles, S. , 
-—'-'Staten Island, N.Y. 
(Encloses stamp doily-returned) 
GRAVELY, Landon Dickinson, 

Axton, Va.
JOHNSON, Jacob, 

Brattleborok Vt. 
ARNETT, Miss Clara. 

Columbus, Ohio.
RIEHL, Max M., 

Brisbane, N.Pak. 
AUSTIN, Betty Lou, 

Elwood, Kans, 
HARBOUGH, George, 

Oakdale, Pac 
BACON, Mrs. Leon?..

Los Angeles, Cali 
EDWARD,Jr., Clyde, 

Bemarton, Texas. 
DEUTSCH, Bruce M., 

New York, N.Y.
JENSEN, Mrs. Alfred H., 

Reed Point, Mont.
iFEGORY, G.E., 

Mayfield, Ky.
FRANCO, Grace, 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
SILLING, June, 

Anna, Ohio.
KRAUS, Alma,

Pleasant Dale, Nebr. 
DOUGLAS, Helen, 

Everett, Wash. 
EARL, Kenneth, 

Jasper, Mo. 
CUPPY, LaVerne, 

No address 
BELLEMORE, Mis s D. , 

Marrero, La.

GUMCRE, A.M. , 
Wamego, Kans.

DOWS, James Sylvanus H., 
Dunbar, Pa.

JIMENEZ, Mrs. Aguida, 
Hayward, Calif.

JACOBOS, Charlotte A., 
Chatham, N.J.

DOYIE, Margaret, 
Los Angeles, Calif.

(Requests President’s signature) 
BORGENDALE, Charles, 

Dawson, Minn. , 
DOSSIER, Miss Mabel, 

Pasadena, Calif.
FATSCHER, A. Edwin, 

Port Richmond, S.I. , N.Y.
GLIDE, Edward S., 

McBain, Mich.
KAISSI, Mrs. Margaret, 

Harwcnd, Ind.
BISKS- Miss Thelma, 

M^dow Qrove, Newr.
DAVIS, Kenneth Leroy, 

Jackson, Mich 
BOLEN, Mrs. Hardie, 

Neeses, S.Car.
BALOCH, Joe, 

Windber, Pa. 
CASEY, Virginia, 

Elkin, N.Car.
GAMP®, Mrs. John, 

Medford, Wise.
BRYAN, Mrs. William, 

San Franciscw, Calif.
GENNIS, Melvin, 

Detroit, Mich.
DAY, Phyllis Jean, 

Ontario, Calif.
HENLEY, Judith P., 

Carthage, Ind.
(Requests autographed picture

See P.P.F.31W-



age

PARK, Paul
Los Angeles, Calif 
1-28-38

Sent the President a photograph of "Amelia Earhart"

SEE P.P.F. 9-P



Cct

for the Davy Day celebration at which time the Amelia

for attention and

aok

Earhart, mother of Amelia, will christen the ambulance.
Grig. let. referred by memo, 10/16/13, to the ’Jar Dept, for attention

Let. to the ^resident asking his aid in securing an Army or Davy Band

and ack. Copy of let. referred by memo, 10/16/13? to Navy D 
ack. Copy retained for our files.

arhart' Memorial Civic Club 
larhart Ship of -"ercy."

Ackd. 10/16/13

960



Amelia Sa^ka^i Mem&^kd Smmc 6^W

at 2:30 p. m.

Q^ti Pa^, (2/ucacp
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