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Honolulu Hawaii

or Slack from Miller quote kindly radio sugary weather Infomation 

Sarhart flight July first and second including ground wind direction and 

velocity ceiling and cloud formation* temperature and upper air wind 

conditions stop question one comma was voice frou plans received dearly 

and what was quality stop two coma did Mise Earhart at tanpt to use 

code and if so what was content of message stop three conma what tine 

of day was the last authentic radio received from Miss Tarhart and 

contents of message stop four coma was Kiss Barhart able to receive 

messages from Itasca without difficulty stop five oomaa did she contact 

either Ontario or Swan during flight from Lae and If so state contents 

of messages If information available stop six comma did arcature station 

on .lowland contact or receive message from ariiart plane and was range 

find on Howland utilised unquote

Hawpton
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United States 
Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary 
Division of the Territories and Island 

Possessions

Washington

July 22, 1937.

Ur. William T. Killer.
Bureau of Air Loameroe * Room 702S.

Department of Comoros.
Washington. D. 0.

My dear Mr. Millen

enforcing telephone advice to you of this date, the folioring radio- 
grams for you from Vr. Mehard 3. Black, Wield Wepresentativw, Department of 
the Interior, stationed at Honolulu, T. K., haws Just been received in this 
Division)

"U.S.C.G. Itasca - July 22, 1937.
Hampton Interior Department Territories fachington. 1. 0.

ollowing for Miller "Hero copy mag firing forecast for 
July 1 from i/r True TAB •'Por arhart, Lae, accurate forecast 
difficult account lack of reports your vicinity. Conditions ap­
pear . ’enorally averse over route, no major storms an arent. 
Partly cloudy skies with dangerous local rain squalls about 
3'0 Biles east of Las and scattered heavy showers remainder Of 
route. Winds BSE about 25 knots to Ontario and then X to BE 
shout 20 knots to Hovland. * all answer sir questions your radio 
in order as follows) Answer 1 * Voice first heard on 3105 to 
248 Mf fragmentary then fairly good from six fourteen then clear 
from seven thirty until last with signal strength five. .Answer 
2 - nly voice signals received from Earhart although ITASCA re­
peatedly asked for key signals on SOO to sake use of ship direction 
finder possible. Answer 3 * T>ast reception Earhart 844 to 846 fol­
lows *W on the line of position 157 dash 337 will repeat this 
message we will repeat this message on 6210 Kilocycles we are 
running north and south*. Nolhligwne heard on 621 Kilocycles, 
acknowledged our signals only once at 803. ITASCA, naked on every 
transmission that she acknowledge. Answer g * Sol to our knowledge. 
;,nm 6 - Direction finder I borrowed from Mary was mumod by 
IL operator on ’lowland all ni &t but no positive reception until 
710 and then transmission too brief to get bearings end added dif­
ficulty plane signal hundred percent modulated so no adequate 
carrier for getting bearing and as stated before no key signals. 
Hero we ther Howland July 1. Dar 38881 temp dry 87 wot 78 two-tenths



cumulus surface wind. KE 14 aloft by thousands EKE 10 ENK 19 EBB 34 
RHE 36 RHE 25 EXE 30 m 31 July 2, 29281 "87 581 five-tenths 
coboIas surface ESS 16 one ESS IS two X 17 cloud'' nt WK? foot.
Both noon observations. Su«@Mt contact Coast Guard headquarters for 
further information on text of radio contact with arhart.”

Blade

”IM.0.(>» MiSCA - JUty 32. 1937

Rampton Interior Department Territories haghln^ton, 9. C.

Reurad 30th - until tine our departure Howland noon 18th 
no pinnae or other shins of eearoh slotted hr Borland Island. 
Twice daily contact with Howlend since «■& no word, had hoped 
th' t Ian” landin* ni”ht bo made in acco ntnnce wtth Veiled 
invitation ay Memorandum to Kilpatrick, copy of which you hare

Black*

sincerely yours,

/s/ ruth Hampton 
Assistant irector.
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U.S. COAST GUAh» 
OFFICIAL DISPATCH

From Itasca

TO sr. r ncisoo Eiv.

HanaHas section 
(Chief Opnav 12th nav diet from 14th nordist)

6002 arhart contact 0742 reported one half hour iUel and no land fall 

position doubtful contact 06-18 reported approximately one kindred miles 

from I taco but no relative bearing period 0043 reported Une of position 

157 dash 33 7 but no reference point presume Howluad. period estimate 1200 

for maxima tine aloft and if nonarrival by that tine will comence search 

north west quadrant from Howland as most probably area period sea smooth 

visibility nine coiling unlimited period understand she will float for 

United tine 1015

Tor 1717 Havy M- 34 EL
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U.S. COAST GUARD
OFFICIAL DISPATCH

From Itasca

To ben Trnneisco Mr.

Hawaiian Section 
(14th H«r dist opnav from 12th near list)

600© arhsrt unre-orted Howland at 1200 baiters de

••Arching probable area and will continue 1315

shortly after 0915 AN

Tor 2025 Nary HR 54 Uh
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U S COAST GUABD 
OmClAL DISPATCH

Tro® Itasca

To Hawaiian Section

.Jan yronclsco div. (opncw fro® 12th nav diet)

6002 tout 60C3 1401 wo hare had no positions coma, speed coma or courses 

froa arharts plane except so called line of position at 0843 which had no 

reference point period oho gave us nona of her bearings period bell re sho 

passed north end west of Island about 0800 and missed it in the glare of 

rising trait throu-h we wore snaking heavily at that tine period Judge she 

cane down between 337 and 90 from Howland and within 100 dies period 

hare broadcast as indicated 1402

TOK 2117 Navy Ml 57 DI*
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U.S. COAST GUAHD 
OFFICIAL DISPATCH

From Itasca

TO Headquarters

, Hawaiian Section

6003 reference your 8003 dash 1756 Itasca search three tliousand square 

miles daylight yesterday period guarded navy plane during night and 

arrived Holland daybreak this morning under orders Corrinndart 

fourteenth Naval Oist let departed Holland 0600 today plane having 

returned to base owing to bad weather period search being pressed with all 

possible energy and weather conditions f^vor^ble thereto period areas 

searched north of Howland on assumption most logical os no definite 

position from Earhart plane received at any tine 1260 

Tor 2005 Navy 1® 47 BL.



Proa Itasca

TO Headquarters

G-O-B-Y

U. S. COAST GUARD 
OFFICIAL DISPATCH

San rrancisco Div.

8004 following text Messages received by Itasca from Earhart morning 2 July 
sone eleven and one half time period forwarded for headquarters release to 
associated and other presses period all messages voice on 3105 kilocycles 
period sny press release should clearly indicate that Itasca was at Bowland 
as homing vessel only and that this with weather woe sole radio duty requested 
by Arhart period Midp net all Earhart requests with exception inability to 
secure emergency radio bearing on 31 5 kilocycles due brief exhort trans­
missions and use voice period with exception 0803 laossago no Itasca message 
or request acknowledged by Earhart period Earhart apparently never received 
Itasca requests transmit on SOO kilocycles In order Itasca cut her in with 
ship direction finder 0245 rac<vniMd "arhart voice message not clear 
except quote cloudy weather cloudy unquote 0345 quote Itasca from liarhart 
Itasca broadcast on 3105 kilocycler, on hour and half hour repeat broad­
cast on 3105 kilos •eles on hour and half hour overcast unquote 0453 
hear 'arhart voice signals unreadable with five listening 0512 quote 
want bearings on 3105 kilocycles on hour will Whistle in microphone 
unquote 515 quote about 200 Hiles ait unquote whistled briefly in 
microphone 0545 quote please take bearing on us and report in half hour 
I will make noise in microphone about 100 miles out unquote 0730 quote 
we mot be on you but cannot sea you but gas gas is running low have been 
unable retail you by radio we are flying nt 1000 feet unquote 0757 quote 
we are circling but cannot seo island cannot heir you go ahead on WOO 
kas with long count either nor or on schedule tine on half hour unquote 
0803 ’■.arhart calling Itasca wo received your signals but unable to get 
Minimum please take bearings on us and answer on 3105 KGS unquote arhart 
made long dashes for brief period but emergency high frequency direction 
finder could not out her in on 3105 KOS 0844 arhart called Itasca quote 
we are on ths line of position 157 dash 337 will repeat this message on 
6210 KGS w® are now running north and south unquote nothing further heard 
from arhart on 6311 or other frequencies period high frequency direction 
finder on Howland was Mt up M an additional emergency oautian without 
Earharts request or knowledge period Itasca had it manned throughout 
night hut nover able to secure bearings due to Earhart very brief trans­
missions end her use of voice period Earhart advised 28 .Tune Itasca 
direction finder frequency range 550 to 270 kilocycles period Itasca 
transmit on 500 KGS to enable ship to cut her in period she neither 
acknowledged nor compiled though our advice indicates her ability to 
transmit on 500 K period ooaaunl oat ions uonltoredthroughoutby Lieutenant 
Commander Reker Lieutenant Comaander Kenner n#i/n Sutter and Lieutenant 
Cooper US Amy ’ ir Corps 1900

Tor 0500 Mary IR 6 BL.
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Frank Griffin 
Bum Bldg.
Lan Trane 1 »co Calif

If convenient it will be appreciated by thio Bureau. If you could obtain 

the following information fro* Hee Galena relative to Miss Earharts 

departure from Lae etop time of her departure from La* amount of gs oline 

aboard on takeoff condition of motors and radio equipment weather 

condition* length of take off did Miss Karhart contact ground station 

by radio if so contents of messages and any other additional knowledge 

or information Of interact relative Vise '.arharts visit and flight atop 

this is for government official record purposes stop the above Information 

if available could be air tailed to W T Hiller Bureau of Air CornerM 

Department of Comeroe aahlnrton DC atop any courtesies or animations 

extended will be rattly appreciate

W T Miller
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U.S. 004S? OUAHD 
OF ICIAL DISPATCH

Prom Itasca

To headquarters

6004 '/oar 6004 1909 for Secretary Morgenthau have searched area w to no 

of Howland radius 120 miles with negative result# though ri# weather and 

sea condition# excellent period extra and vigilant lockouts posted and 

continual use both high power soaroialights daring darkness period an 

reasonably certain party is not afloat in area indicated period commenced 

rectangular search thio morning at day break 180 Meridian to Howland Island 

between 1st 020 north and 130 north period estimate origin this search 

r<H to westward and leeward of plane position is plane down west of 

island period present current setting west one half knots wind estimated 

one knot weet period weather overcut vis excellent sea very moderate and 

favorable period will have covered indicated area to Howland by Tuesday 

evening 6 July period estimate searching three thousand square miles 

daylight vie and one thousand five hundred scuare miles during niaht 1515 

Tor 224 Havy f LN
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I T Miller urenu of Air Comnerce vashn PC

Bare fallowing wire frost New Guinea begins Miss Earhart departed Lae 

ten AM local tine July 2nd eleven hundred US gallons gasoline seventy 

five gallons oil aboard actors perfect condition length take off run 

850 yards Lee /around station received radios one messages from machine 

until five eighteen PM local tine July 2 stop fhll report posted via Sydney 

ends kind regards

Frank Griffin

Departed Lae 10 a.n. July 2nd.
1100 gallon® gasoline
75 gallons oil
Motors C.r.
Length of takeoff 2530 feet
Sadlo round station received radiophone messages until 5118 p.n.

Two nnd cne-half hour difference in tine between Lae, New Oulena and 
Howlnnd Island.
Tlyinr tine 20 hours 15 ninutos

—— 30 * gas left in plane as reported by last radio
20 * 45 *

Distance 2550 nilas

Wasp motors * 550 HP each.

1100 gallons gasoline * flying time 20 hours 46 Bilinites • Miss Earharts 
coruscation would be about 53 gals, per hour.

Assuming 60$ power and .48 consuptlon she should use 52.8 gallons per hour.

Wind about 25 knots from ESK in vicinity of Ontario about midway between 
Lae and Howland.

Wind about 20 knots from E to EXE at rowland Island.
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Prank riffin
Puss Bldg
i>»a Traaoisoo Calif

noceived your telegrssn includin'? Infonation fron Lae wo appreciate

▼ary touch your interest end courtesies extended stop wo shall be 

interested in receiving the full report if a ©ory can bo made available 

to the dureau of Air Coarse roe

W T Hiller



«--_-! thought you night Im Interested in knowing sone of the 
detail# of iselia1# last hours and maybe yon can supply ease answer* to the ques­
tion# that are gnawing at our curiosity. Will try to glee than a* near no - 
possible as all the log# are looked in the safe, and everybody is enjoying the 
usual pastime, that is, snoozing in the afternoon.

To begin with - karaart n- vor contacted the 0.0. of the ship direst but 
ones in the formulation of her plana. Werything was through Blade and not any 
too definite. She gars us the frequencies on which she would work, nasely SOO, 
3105, 5210 (Approx.) and 7500 tecs. She told us she would hone in on us, notify 
us just what frequency eh# would use, that she would broadoast on the quarter 
past and quarter to the hour, would mH enanunioate with anyone during flight. 
We calibrated all our sets, bad than checked with San irancisoo and got an OK 
check on all of then, w* told her we would broadcast the weather every half 
hour on th* hour and half hour as she requested. As you know she was delayed at 
las. finally she took off 2 July her date, 1 July ours, 'e received no wort 
from bar that sue and taken off. llrst new cane to us through the press, finally 
word from las. He heard her around 3:00 a.n. plainly, faintly shortly after 2 a.w. 
We broadcast weather and asked her to acknowledge its receipt on next broadcast. 
This she never did. Thea in Bid air flight she announces that the will broadcast 
on th* half Mm# ana now, on 3105. ’ny she changed her schedule, we de not know. 
She reported cloudy weather, cwrcaM during early purl of flight. >o ware anxious 
to know if she ms* getting our broadcasts and asked her to acknowledge than, but 
she never did. Toward five sue w# caning in loud and clear. She apparently only 
worked one frequency at that tine 3105. At six she reported two hundred nils# off 
Howland. Also asked for bearing on 3105. At 6 s 45 she report eel as ’’being about 
100 niles out” and wanted us to take a bearing on her. «e could not tabs bearings 
on her on that frequency, she had been so advised prior her departure. Wo 
asked her to shift to SOO and we would take a bearing of her. We repeatedly asked 
her to acknowledge our transmissions, but she never did. We never heard her on SOO 
at all. Vo kept (selling her and listening fur her on gy, frequencies but received 
n* answer. At 0741 she called us and said ^e oust he on you but cannot see you 
gas is running low, have only half hour fuel left, have been unable to reach you 
by radio. Ie are flying at a thousand foot.* Sy this tine wo figure# sh* was 
having trouble. Bar transnlsBion wan loud and clear, voice firn but tanas. She 
talked so rapidly that it was hard to copy her tMsea^. At 7237 Earhart called 
the ITASCA with the following! *«• are circling but nan not see the island. Cannot 
hear you, go ahead on 7500 with a long count either now or mi schedule tine on 
half hour.* Wo did as she requested, not only on 7500 but 3105 and 6210, both 
key and voice. At 0803 sho sent the following: *Wo received your signals but 
unable to get a talnima. Please take bearings on us and answer on 3105 with 
voice.* She aada long dashes on 3106. Vo could not get bearings on her on that 
frequency. V* had a high frequency direction finder on Bowland but they were 
unable to pick her up. ^e then called her repeatedly telling her by broadcast 
that wo could not get bearings of her on that frequency but to shift to SOO so



- 2 -

we could. V* asked her to please answer, and tell us if she heard us. On the 
latter broadcast she talked very rapidly* voice was loud and clear but sho 
sounded pretty desperate. The fact that she talked so fast, node it impossible 
to copy exactly her words. We heard nothing more fro® her until 0844. Meanwhile 
wo were getting ready for a fast search. He had everybody on the beach standing 
by to ooete on board. At 0844, she erne on the air again. This tine her wo ice was 
excited, and gnrblod - sho sent* *Wo are on line of position 167-337, will repeat 
this message, we will repeat this message on 62'0 kes. wait, we are running 
north and south.* lbs signal strength of this message was five. Thia was the last 
wo ever heard of her. *o called her repeatedly until after nine then started 
off to search. Wo stood double radio watches until Wie Navy took over. We ran at 
full speed for five days then wo were out of fuel. The COLORADO filled us up, then 
wo operated as part of the Navy. Meanwhile we kept a watch on Howland with the 
direction finder. When the search was over (today, the 18th) wo had covered prac­
tically all the surrounding area to within 600 allo# of Howland, had visited 
the Phoenix Group and the Gilbert Islands. The planes fron the Colorado and 
the LEXINGTON covered, a huge area, new and all that we had previously scouted. 
The Navy abandoned the search today and we have just fuel enough to get to Hono­
lulu. Wo eon not even finish the cruise, as yet have not visited Jarvis or 
Panning. We have nail for Panning. X guess the ITASCA will return to the coast 
and another vessel will finish the cruise. X will have plenty to do when I got 
back.

To sun up the whole tragedy, there are many questions unanswered.
Where was Boonen? Why did sho shift her schedules in flight. Why would not sho 
answer our calle? Why her policy of no conwunication with any one? Did she chock 
her radio seta prior to departure? Did she hear us all the ties, if not why 
no attempt to establish Gasman lent ion on other frequencies. 7ns her D.P. work­
ing? where did nil her fuel go? Sho was only in ths air about 22 hours. All of 
us would give a Million to knew what happened those last hours. Maybe you aan 
answer sone of then. I heard her last broadcasts. X knew that all ®^ her frequ­
encies were covered. It all weened too casual at the start. Early in her flight 
she reported overcast and cloudy skys, so that can explain her being out on the 
navigation. But fron daylight on at Howland, the ceiling was unlimited, clear, 
sunny. Par to the west of us was a cloud bank. Sae nay have gotten in that and 
missed the island in the morning sun. We Inyod down a smoke screen that could 
have been seen for a tremendous distance. Why did “he circle? To our minds, that 
is a poor policy, because one soon loses their reckoning when running circles. 
This is Just a letter from ne to you, I an Just speaking for myself. Truly ro- 
gvettable. X an firmly convinced that she crashed upon going down and went right 
to the bottom, for by this time wo should have found her if she had floated at 
all.-------•


