
Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service

Privacy, Governmental Liaison and

IRS
Disclosure

GLDS Support Services

Stop 93A

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362

John Greenewald

The Black Vault Inc.

27305 W. Live Oak Rd .

●

Suite#1203

Castaic , CA 91384

Dear Mr. Greenewald :

Date :

March 30, 2023

Employee name:

Donald Trussell

Employee ID number:

1000535704

Telephone number:

801-620-2065

Fax number:

855-205-9335

Case number:

2022-14069

This is a final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated

April 29, 2022, received in our office on April 29, 2022.

You asked for copies of all GLD sensitive case reports , including the related FOIA request, that

were created by the IRS from January 1 , 2020 through the date of processing ofthis FOIA

request.

We searched for, and located , 1,134 pages responsive to your request.

Ofthe 1,134 pages located in response to your request, we're enclosing 947 pages . We're

releasing 349 pages without exemptions, withholding 598 pages in part, and withholding 187

pages in full . Redacted portions of each page are marked by the applicable FOIA exemptions

which are described below:

The withheld portions are taxpayers' tax information . FOIA exemption (b)(3) requires us

to withhold information specifically exempt from disclosure by another law. The law

supporting this exemption is Internal Revenue Code Section 6103(a).

FOIA exemption (b) (6) exempts from disclosure files that would constitute an

unwarranted invasion of personal privacy . We base the determination to withhold on

balancing interests between the protection of an individual's right to privacy and the

public's right to access government information.

I've enclosed encrypted electronic media that contains your records . I'll email the password to

open the files separately . I have determined there is no fee due for the enclosed records .

While reviewing the responsive records and applying FOIA exemptions to withheld records, we

considered that there is either a foreseeable harm in releasing withheld information, or the

information is prohibited from being released by law.



Ifyou have questions regarding the processing of your FOIA request, please contact the

caseworker assigned to your case at the phone number listed at the top of this letter.

Ifyou are not able to resolve any concerns you may have regarding our response with the

caseworker, you have the right to seek dispute resolution services by contacting our FOIA Public

Liaisons at 312-292-3297 . The FOIA Public Liaison is responsible for assisting in reducing

delays, increasing transparency, and assisting in the resolution of disputes with respect to the

FOIA.

There is no provision for the FOIA Public Liaison to address non-FOIA concerns such as return

filing and other tax -related matters or personnel matters . If you need assistance with tax-related

issues, you may call the IRS at 800-829-1040.

You also have the right to contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) . The

Office of Government Information Services , the Federal FOIA Ombudsman's office, offers

mediation services to help resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and federal agencies . The

contact information for OGIS is:

Office of Government Information Services

National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road--OGIS

College Park, MD 20740-6001

202-741-5770

877-684-6448

ogis@nara.gov

ogis.archives.gov

You have the right to file an administrative appeal within 90 days from the date of this letter . By

filing an appeal, you preserve your rights under FOIA and give the agency a chance to review

and reconsider your request and the agency's decision. I've enclosed Notice 393 , Information on

an IRS Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From the Freedom of Information Act - 5

U.S.C. 552, to explain your appeal rights.

Your decision to contact the FOIA Public Liaison or OGIS for assistance resolving your dispute

does not extend the 90 -day period in which you can file an appeal .

Enclosures:

Responsive Documents

Notice 393

Sincerely,

D. Fitti-Hafer

Deanna Fitti-Hafer

Disclosure Manager

Disclosure Office 13



IRS

Notice 393

Information on an IRS Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From

The Freedom of Information Act - 5 U.S.C. 552

Appeal Rights

You may file an appeal with the Internal Revenue

Service ( IRS) within 90 days after we (1 ) deny you
access to a record in whole or in part ; (2) have made

an adverse determination as to your category as a

requester; (3) deny your request for a fee waiver or

reduction ; or (4) have advised you that no records

responsive to your request exist . You may file an appeal
within 10 days when a request for expedited processing
has been denied .

Your appeal must be in writing , must be signed by you,
and must contain :

Your name and address,
.
●

.

Description of the requested records,
Date of the request (and a copy, if possible ),
Identity of the office and contact on the response
letter, and

Date of the letter denying the request (and a copy,
if possible)

Mail your appeal to:

Independent Office of Appeals
Attn : FOIAAppeals

M/Stop 55202

3211 S. Northpointe Drive

Fresno, California 93725

Judicial Review

If we deny your appeal , or do not address an issue

raised in your appeal within 20 days (excluding

Saturdays, Sundays , or legal public holidays ) after the

date we receive your appeal , you may file a complaint
in United States District Court in the district in which

(1) you reside; (2) your principal place of business is

located; (3) the records are located ; or ( 4) the District

of Columbia. A complaint may be filed within 10 days

(excluding Saturdays , Sundays, or legal public holidays)
after the date we receive your appeal if your appeal
is from an adverse determination of a request for

expedited processing . If you choose to file suit before

receipt of a final determination by the Appeals office , the

administrative appeals process may cease.

The rule for effecting service of judicial process upon
the Internal Revenue Service is set forth in Federal

Rule of Civil Procedure 4(i ) . In addition to service upon

the United States , as set forth in Rule 4(i)( 1 ), service

must be made upon the Internal Revenue Service by

registered or certified mail as set forth in Rule 4 (1) (2) (A) .

The address of the Internal Revenue Service is : Internal

Revenue Service, Attention CC:PA, 1111 Constitution

Avenue, N.W., Washington , D.C. 20224.

Exemptions

The Freedom of Information Act , 5 U.S.C. 552, does not

apply to matters that are:

(b)(1 ) specifically authorized under criteria established

by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of

national defense or foreign policy and are in fact properly
classified under such executive order,

(b) (2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and

practices of an agency,

•

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute

(other than section 552b of this title ) , provided that the
statute :

•

(A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public
in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the

issue, or

(B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers

to particular types of matters to be withheld.

Note: Internal Revenue Code sections 6103 and 6105

are statutes which qualify for exemption 3 treatment.

Section 6103 protects the confidentiality of tax returns

and information pertaining to a taxpayer collected by the

IRS. Section 6105 protects information obtained from a

foreign country under a tax treaty.

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial
information obtained from a person and privileged or
confidential ,

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or
letters which would not be available by law to a party

other than an agency in litigation with the agency,

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files

the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy,

(b)(7) • records or information compiled for law

enforcement purposes , but only to the extent that

the production of such law enforcement records or
information :

(A) could reasonably be expected interfere with

enforcement proceedings,

Notice 393 (Rev. 4-2022) Catalog Number 45803X Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service www.irs.gov



(B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an

impartial adjudication ,

(C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an

unwarranted invasion of personal privacy,

(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity

of a confidential source , including a State, local or

foreign agency or authority or any private institution

which furnished information on a confidential basis,

and, in the case of a record or information compiled

by a criminal law enforcement authority in the

course of a criminal investigation or by an agency

conducting a lawful national security intelligence

investigation , information furnished by a confidential

source,

(E) would disclose techniques and procedures for
law enforcement investigations or prosecutions,

orwould disclose guidelines for law enforcement

investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure

could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention

of the law, or

(F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or

physical safety of any individual.

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination , operating,

or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for

the use of an agency responsible for the regulation or

supervision of financial institutions , or

●

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data,

including maps, concerning wells.



The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-08972

Sensitive Case Criteria: Ex e c u tjv e  Editor of FITSNews

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 16, 2022

Due Date:
March 17, 2022

Case Summary:
Requester is asking for documents regarding a five-year investigation by Alcohol Tobacco Tax 
Unit of IRS that resulted in indictments in 1956. Illegal whisky stills in Colleton County, SC 
and resulted in charges against Gary Haskell Thompson and Randolph Murdaugh.

Action Plan:
Search Memo to IRS Librarian for possible responsive documents.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
February 25, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 16, 2022_______

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: [ 4  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

MEDIA REQUESTER. PLEASE CREATE AS TLS FOIA AND ASSIGN TO DO 13

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 1:05 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 16,2022 01:05:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/16/2022 2:20PM (GMT-05:00)
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
(b)(6)

City
(b)(6)

State/Province
(b)(6)

Postal Code
| (b)(6)|

Country
United States
Phone_______

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
FITS News
Email

wfefitsnews.com<mailtob)(® ̂ fitsnews.com>

Request
Request ID
331101
Confirmation ID
330576
Request description
I am requesting any available information related to a five-year investigation by the Alcohol Tobacco Tax 
Unit of the IRS that resulted in indictments in 1956. The investigation was into illegal whisky stills in 
Colleton County, S.C. And resulted in charges against Gary Haskell Thompson (G. Haskell Thompson 
DOB 10/13/10) and Randolph Murdaugh (DOB 1/9/15).

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_line2
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization
email
expedited_processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/16/2022 2:20PM (GMT-05:00)
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fee_waiver 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description 
331101
330576

no
no__________

(b)(6)

media
I am requesting any available information related to a five-year investigation by the Alcohol Tobacco Tax 
Unit of the IRS that resulted in indictments in 1956. The investigation was into illegal whisky stills in 
Colleton County, S.C. And resulted in charges against Gary Haskell Thompson (G. Haskell Thompson 
DOB 10/13/10) and Randolph Murdaugh (DOB 1/9/15).

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/16/2022 2:20PM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 331101

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 16, 2022 01:05:02pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

Request

Request ID 331101
Confirmation ID 330576

Request 
description

[ am requesting any available information related to a five-year investigation by 
the Alcohol Tobacco Tax Unit of the IRS that resulted in indictments in 1956. The 
investigation was into illegal whisky stills in Colleton County, S.C. And resulted 
in charges against Gary Haskell Ihompson (G. Haskell Ihompson DOB 10/13/10) 
and Randolph Miudaugh (DOB 1/9/15).

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver

media
no

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/16/2022 2:20PM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
__________ (b)(6)| Tax Analysts

Case number:
2022-09180

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 18, 2022

Due Date:
March 21,2022

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following records for January 1,2018 to February 18, 2022.

1. Internal data on systemically assessed penalties specifically related to assessment and 
abatement numbers (including but not limited to data on the reason for abatements) for Forms 
3520 and 3520-A.

2. Any memos or emails from IRS Chief Counsel or National Fraud Counsel Carolyn Schenck 
[Division Counsel, SBSE] addressing whether Chief Counsel would defend penalties approved 
by "team leads" at the Ogden campus.

3. Any training materials, guides, memos, or emails that define what a "team lead" is for 
purposes of Ogden campus operations.

Action Plan:
A BU search memo will be sent through the SBSE FOIA FC.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
February 24, 2022



From: Andrew Velarde Fax: 17035334453 Fax: {877) 807-9215 Page: 1 of 3 02/18/202 2 3:28 PM

facsimile
Note:

FOIA request from Tax Analysts

To: From: (b)(6)

’ 2046

Tax Analysts

400 S Maple Ave

Falls Church

VA ;

Phone: Phone: (703) 533-4400 * 4453

Fax: (877) 807-9215 Fax: 17035334453

Date: 02/18/2022

;a

Pages: 3

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/18/2022 2:31PM (GMT-06:00)



From: Andrew Velarde Fax: 17035334453 Fax: [877) 807-9215 Page: 2 of 3 02/18/2022 3:28 PM

February 18, 2022

IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 By

facsimile: 877-807-9215

FOIA REQUEST
Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:

1 write on behalf of Tax Analysts, a non-profit publisher of news regarding 
taxation issues. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 
552, Tax Analysts hereby requests access, for purposes of inspection and copying, to 
the following records:

Internal data on systemically assessed penalties specifically related to 
assessment and abatement numbers (including but not limited to data on the 
reason for abatements) for Forms 3520 and 3520-A
Any memos or emails from IRS Chief Counsel or National Fraud Counsel 
Carolyn Schenck addressing whether Chief Counsel would defend penalties 
approved by “team leads” at the Ogden campus
Any training materials, guides, memos, or emails that define what a “team 
lead” is for purposes of Ogden campus operations

The time frame covered by this request is January 1. 2018 to February 18, 2022,

We hereby ask that you waive any applicable fees, as has routinely occurred in prior 
situations where Tax Analysts has requested records under the FOIA. Release of 
the information is in the public interest because it will contribute significantly to 
public understanding of IRS operations and activities. These documents pertain to 
the 1 RS’s broader approach to penalty assessment and relief for taxpayers.

Tax Analysts is a representative of the news media within the meaning of the FOIA 
and. is thus required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 pages 
and is willing to pay that sum up to $25 if need be. Through this request, Tax 
Analysts is gathering information on a matter of public interest, namely, IRS

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/18/2022 2:31PM (GMT-06:00)



From: Andrew Velarde Fax: 17035334453 Fax: (877) 807-9215 Page: 3 of 3 02(1812022 3:28 PM

procedures and guidance on determinations under the Internal Revenue Code. The 
records covered by this request are being sought for dissemination to the general 
public, both in written and electronic form, through Tax Notes, Tax Notes Today 
and possibly other periodicals published by Tax Analysts.

Should the IRS determine that any portion of the requested records may be 
withheld, we request that the reasonably segregate portions be made public.

Conclusion,

Tax Analysts has filed a number of FOIA requests with the IRS over the years, and 
we are always willing to discuss ways to streamline or facilitate your processing of a 
request. We have found that handling these issues via telephone and e-mail can be 
mutually beneficial, and we would thus be grateful if you could please communicate 
with me by phone or e-mail if you have any questions or comments.

Thank you for your assistance, and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

, Worldwide Tax Daily

(b)<6) ̂ -taxanal ysts. org

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/18/2022 2:31PM (GMT-06:00)
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pursuant to exemption
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Freedom of Information and Privacy Act



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
|_ _ _____(b)(6)| Tax Analysts

Case number:
2022-10667

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
March 14, 2022

Due Date:
April 11,2022

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks IRS Chief Information Officer -  IT records related to IRS 
policies for purchase, lease, or internal programming, as well as policies and procedures for 
the implementation, testing, performance of, and improvements to computer applications 
called "artificial intelligence" ("Al").

Action Plan:
BU search memo will be sent to the IT FOIA FC

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
March 18, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: March 14, 2022_________

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 18  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

MEDIA REQUESTER a€“ PLEASE CREATE AS TLS FOIA AND ASSIGN TO DO 13

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 3:25 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 14,2022 03:25:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/14/2022 3:39PM (GMT-04:00)
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
(b)(6)

City
(b)(6)

State/Province
(b)(6)

Postal Code
(b)(6)

Country
United States
Phone______ ,

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
Tax Analysts
Email

(b)(6)®taxanalysts.org<mailtc ] ^ ^ taxanalysts.org>

Request
Request ID 
344131
Confirmation ID 
343606
Request description
FOIA-AIPOLICY, 211007 FOIA REQUEST March 14, 2022 Internal Revenue Service <ADDRESS, 
PHONE NUMBER, FAX> FOIA REQUEST a €  FEE WAIVER REQUESTED Dear Disclosure 
Manager: This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. A§552 
(a€ceFOIAa€ ), on behalf of Tax Analysts. This request was previously submitted by my late colleague 
William Hoffman on October 15,2021.1 understand that the IRS had already begun working on his 
request. This request is being submitted because that one had to be closed out prior to a response being 
sent. The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS chief information officer for 
information technology or the Information Technology organization, and relate to IRS policies for 
purchase, lease, or internal IRS programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, 
testing, and performance of and improvements to computer applications called a€ceartificial 
intelligence^ (hereafter: a€oeAla€ ). Specifically, on IRS Al policies and procedures: 1) All current 
policies at the IRS related to selection of Al projects and programs, and other written guidance and 
instructions binding on relevant IRS employees and offices; 2) All current policies at the IRS related to 
deciding which Al applications should be purchased from outside third-party vendors, and which the IRS 
should program itself; 3) All current policies at the IRS related to testing Al applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply with relevant federal law and regulations 
(please enumerate); 4) All current policies at the IRS related to measuring the performance of Al 
applications, and how Al results are judged compared with either previous IRS tools and processes on 
the same or similar tasks, or with comparable non-AI program results on the same or similar tasks; 5) All 
current policies at the IRS related to Al application testing performed by the IRS, or by third-party vendors 
or other outside organizations, to assure the IRS that application inputs or outputs are accurate and 
non-biased consciously or unconsciously toward any taxpayer groups based on race, gender, sexual 
orientation, income, national origin, or other non-tax administration reasons. Further, on current IRS Al 
software applications: 6) Current inventory of IRS Al software applications, each identified by the 
following categories: a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or other agency or 
organization); b) IRS project name; c) summary description of Al project task(s); d) IRS purpose or goal 
of current Al applications (fiscal recovery, process improvement, etc.); e) date of Al application 
implementation; f) dollar value of Al application (either lease or purchase cost and payment schedule, or 
estimated cost since implementation date); g) summary of Al application results by project, and to-date 
(fiscal, process improvement, etc.); 7) All IRS procedures undertaken to assure that neither data inputs 
to an Al application, internal Al algorithms or other software instructions (whether third-party vendor, IRS 
programmed, or lent or used from another agency), or Al application results are biased consciously or

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/14/2022 3:39PM (GMT-04:00)
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unconsciously on account of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national origin, or other 
non-tax administration reason. Finally, on IRS Al results: 8) All reports issued over the last three years 
related to Al selection, implementation, testing, and/or results, from the IRS chief information 
officera€™s (CIOa€™s) office or IT to the IRS commissioner, reporting results of fiscal recovery of 
unpaid or uncollected taxes, or any other substantial materials gains or loses in either fiscal or internal
IRS processes, through use of Al applications. I do not wish to inspect the documents first. As a 
representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter for its federal news publication, Tax Notes, I 
request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news gathering activity, is not 
for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the publica€™s understanding of the use 
of Al in tax administration. Please inform me first and provide an estimate if you expect to charge any 
fees. Please release all reasonably segregable portions of documents. I would be happy to discuss ways 
to facilitate your processing of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact me at the email address or
phone number below if you have any questions. Sincerely, (b)(6)

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org<mailto (b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org> (b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter for its federal news publication, Tax 
Notes, I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news gathering 
activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the publica€™s 
understanding of the use of Al in tax administration. Please inform me first and provide an estimate if you 
expect to charge any fees.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization
email
expedited_processing
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category
request_description
344131
343606

(b)(6)

United States
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/14/2022 3:39PM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Tax Analysts 
(b)(6) ^ taxanalysts.org<mailto| (b)(6)|@taxanalysts.org>

no
yes
As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter for its federal news publication, Tax 
Notes, I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news gathering 
activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the publica€™s 
understanding of the use of Al in tax administration. Please inform me first and provide an estimate if you 
expect to charge any fees.

media
FOIA-AIPOLICY, 211007 FOIA REQUEST March 14, 2022 Internal Revenue Service <ADDRESS, 
PHONE NUMBER, FAX> FOIA REQUEST a€“ FEE WAIVER REQUESTED Dear Disclosure 
Manager: This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. A§552 
(a€ceFOIAa€ ), on behalf of Tax Analysts. This request was previously submitted by my late colleague 
William Hoffman on October 15,2021.1 understand that the IRS had already begun working on his 
request. This request is being submitted because that one had to be closed out prior to a response being 
sent. The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS chief information officer for 
information technology or the Information Technology organization, and relate to IRS policies for 
purchase, lease, or internal IRS programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, 
testing, and performance of and improvements to computer applications called a€ceartificial 
intelligencea€ (hereafter: a€oeAla€ ). Specifically, on IRS Al policies and procedures: 1) All current 
policies at the IRS related to selection of Al projects and programs, and other written guidance and 
instructions binding on relevant IRS employees and offices; 2) All current policies at the IRS related to 
deciding which Al applications should be purchased from outside third-party vendors, and which the IRS 
should program itself; 3) All current policies at the IRS related to testing Al applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply with relevant federal law and regulations 
(please enumerate); 4) All current policies at the IRS related to measuring the performance of Al 
applications, and how Al results are judged compared with either previous IRS tools and processes on 
the same or similar tasks, or with comparable non-AI program results on the same or similar tasks; 5) All 
current policies at the IRS related to Al application testing performed by the IRS, or by third-party vendors 
or other outside organizations, to assure the IRS that application inputs or outputs are accurate and 
non-biased consciously or unconsciously toward any taxpayer groups based on race, gender, sexual 
orientation, income, national origin, or other non-tax administration reasons. Further, on current IRS Al 
software applications: 6) Current inventory of IRS Al software applications, each identified by the 
following categories: a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or other agency or 
organization); b) IRS project name; c) summary description of Al project task(s); d) IRS purpose or goal 
of current Al applications (fiscal recovery, process improvement, etc.); e) date of Al application 
implementation; f) dollar value of Al application (either lease or purchase cost and payment schedule, or 
estimated cost since implementation date); g) summary of Al application results by project, and to-date 
(fiscal, process improvement, etc.); 7) All IRS procedures undertaken to assure that neither data inputs 
to an Al application, internal Al algorithms or other software instructions (whether third-party vendor, IRS 
programmed, or lent or used from another agency), or Al application results are biased consciously or 
unconsciously on account of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national origin, or other 
non-tax administration reason. Finally, on IRS Al results: 8) All reports issued over the last three years 
related to Al selection, implementation, testing, and/or results, from the IRS chief information 
officera€™s (CIOa€™s) office or IT to the IRS commissioner, reporting results of fiscal recovery of 
unpaid or uncollected taxes, or any other substantial materials gains or loses in either fiscal or internal 
IRS processes, through use of Al applications. I do not wish to inspect the documents first. As a 
representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter for its federal news publication, Tax Notes, I 
request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news gathering activity, is not 
for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the publica€™s understanding of the use

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/14/2022 3:39PM (GMT-04:00)
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of Al in tax administration. Please inform me first and provide an estimate if you expect to charge any 
fees. Please release all reasonably segregable portions of documents. I would be happy to discuss ways 
to facilitate your processing of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact me at the email address or 
phone number below if you have any questions. Sincerely,| (b^ |

(b)(6) t̂axanalysts.org<mailto ( b )(6) gtaxanalysts.org> (b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/14/2022 3:39PM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 344131

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 14. 2022 03:25:02pm ET. and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

United States
(bj(6j

lax Analysts
^Rollaxanal vsts. org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
II)

344131

343606

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/14/2022 3:39PM (GMT-04:00)
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Request 
description

FOIA-AIPOLICY. 211007 FOIA REQUEST March 14. 2022 Internal Revenue
Service ^ADDRESS. PHONE NUMBER, FAN FOEA REQUEST -  FEE WAIVER 
REQUESTED Dear Disclosure Manager: This is a request under the Freedom of 
Information Act, as amended. 5 U.S.C. §552 (“FOIA”), on behalf of Tax .Analysts.
This request was previously submitted by my late colleague William Hoffman on 
October 15, 2021. I understand that the IRS had already begun working on his request.
This request is being submitted because that one had to be closed out prior to a 
response being sent. The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS 
chief information officer for information technology or the Information Technology 
organization, and relate to IRS policies for purchase, lease, or internal IRS 
programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, and 
performance of and improvements to computer applications called “artificial 
intelligence” (hereafter: “AI”). Specifically, on IRS AI policies and procedures: 1) All 
current policies at the IRS related to selection of AI projects and programs, and other 
written guidance and instructions binding on relevant IRS employees and offices; 2) 
All current policies at the IRS related to deciding which AI applications should be 
purchased from outside third-party vendors, and which the IRS should program itself;
3) All current policies at the IRS related to testing AI applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply with relevant federallaw 
and regulations (please enumerate); 4) All current policies at the IRS related to 
measuring the performance of AI applications, and how AI results are judged 
compared with either previous IRS tools and processes on the same or similar tasks, or 
with comparable non-AI program results on the same or similar tasks; 5) All current 
policies at the IRS related to AI application testing performed by the IRS, or by third- 
party' vendors or other outside organizations, to assure the IRS that application inputs 
or outputs are accurate and non-biased consciously or unconsciously toward any 
taxpayer groups based on race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national origin, or 
other non-tax administration reasons. Further, on current IRS AI software applications: 
6) Current inventory of IRS AI software applications, each identified by the following 
categories: a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or other 
agency or organization); b) IRS project name; c) summary description of AI project 
task(s); d) IRS purpose or goal of current AI applications (fiscal recovery; process 
improvement, etc.); e) date of AI application implementation; f) dollar value of AI 
application (either lease or purchase cost and payment schedule, or estimated costsincc 
implementation date); g) summary' of AI application results by project, and to-date 
(fiscal, process improvement, etc.); 7) All IRS procedures undertaken to assurethat 
neither data inputs to an AI application, internal AI algorithms or other software 
instructions (yvhether third-party vendor, IRS programmed, or lent or used from 
another agency), or AI application results are biased consciously or unconsciously on 
account of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national origin, or other 
non-tax administration reason. Finally, on IRS AI results: X) All reports issued overthe 
last three years related to AI selection, implementation, testing, and/or results.froni the 
IRS chief information officer’s (CIO's) office or IT to the IRS commissioner,reporting 
results of fiscal recovery of unpaid or uncollected taxes, or any othersubstantial 
materials gains or loses in cither fiscal or internal IRS processes, throughusc of AI 
applications. I do not wish to inspect the documents first. As a representativefor the 
nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter for its federal news publication. TaxNotes. I 
request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part ofnews 
gathering activity, is not for commercial use. and will produce records thatcontribute 
to the public’s understanding of the use of AI in tax administration. Pleaseinform me 
first and provide an estimate if you expect to charge any fees. Pleaserelease all 
reasonably scgrcgablc portions of documents. I would be happy to discussways to
facilitate your protR EC E I VED BY IRS-EEFAX 03 /1 4 /2 0 2 2  3:39PM (GM T-04:00)
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Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

media

yes
As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter for its federal news 
publication, Tax Notes. I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is

Explanation
made as part of news gathering activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce 
records that contribute to the public’s understanding of the use of AI in tax 
administration. Please inform me first and provide an estimate if you expect to 
charge any fees.

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/14/2022 3:39PM (GMT-04:00)
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pursuant to exemption

i:26 U.S.C. §6103

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-10844

Sensitive Case Criteria:

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
March 16, 2022

Due Date:
April 13, 2022

Case Summary:
Request is seeking a copy of documents related to Privacy Impact Assessment #6565, related 
to contract with ID.me for use of facial recognition software.

Action Plan:
Requester does not state her requester category, but I will treat as a media requester. The 
requester has another open request (2022-07840) seeking documents related to ID.me in 
which she identifies as a media requester and is affiliated with an established media outlet. I 
will issue a search memo to Privacy Policy & Compliance.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
March 22, 2022



01539^- Dot- o i ^ 3
MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 125899 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

..................AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303 '
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FOIA OFFICE
PO BOX 621506 
ATLANTA GA 30362-3006

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Services

MAR 1 6 2022

GLDS Support Services 
Atlanta, GA

March 7, 2022

- - To Whom-It May-Concern: - — - ------ ---  -  — ..  -.... .----- .. . . . .  ---------

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

All responsive documents created or submitted between May 1, 2021-November 30, 2021 in relation to the 
privacy impact assessment of ID.me, PIA ID Number 6565.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, 1 would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https://www.muckrock.com/respond/1254083/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
WMVFULRR

0101700012507

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred): 125899-30327026@requests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 125899
411A Highland Ave

Page i  o f 2



MuckRock News
DEPT MR 125899
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
125899-30327026@requests.muckrock.com

Somerville, MA 02144-2516
’ . ‘i

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 o f 2
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pursuant to exemption

i:26 U.S.C. §6103

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-11544

Sensitive Case Criteria: C N N  N e w s

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
March 28, 2022

Due Date:
April 25, 2022

Case Summary:
Current PIL and PIL of separated employees from January 1, 2021 to present.

Action Plan:
Secure current PIL and contact Melanie Watson, Human Capitol, for possible separated 
employees PIL.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
April 6, 2022
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PLEASE ESTABLISH A CASE IN FOIAXPRESS

NOTES TO CASEWORKER: From OPM



(b)(6)From:
To:
Subject: Re: 2022-00444 - Clarification Request
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:28:51 AM
Attachments: oom-data-elements.xlsx

H i (b)(6)

The attached spreadsheet should list the database elements that I'm interested in. I realize this goes 
beyond the fields that are typically released ... but I leave it to you and your team to determine 
whether any of these additional fields are subject to disclosure or exempt.

For separated employees, yes — former employees. Let's say whose separation date is between Jan. 
1, 2021 and present.

For DOD and other agencies — I believe that generally in the past when I've filed this FOIA request, 
OPM has referred the request to those agencies for separate processing.

Let me know if I can answer any other questions.

Thanks,

(b)(6)

Data Editor, CNN | desk: (b)(6) | mobile: (b)(6)

From: Gitelman, Steven R < (b)(6)̂ )opm .gov>
Date: Friday, March 11, 2022 at 2:44 PM
T o : (b)(6) g C nn .C om>
Subject: 2022-00444 - Clarification Request

(b)(6)

We are in receipt of your recent FOIA request, 2022-00444, seeking "the most recent database of all 
currently employed federal employees and separated federal employees (most recent available)."

We are writing to request clarification of several elements of your request. First, which database 
elements are you seeking? As a general rule, only name, job title, grade level, position 
description, duty station, and salary. Please also note that data regarding certain sensitive 
classifications, certain specific data from certain agencies, and Department of Defense data as a 
whole cannot be released, as described in the policy described in the attached. Secondly, please 
specify what you mean by "separated employees" Are you seeking database information regarding 
former employees or something else? If the latter, going back how far? And with the same data 
elements? We will await your responses.







Please let me know if you have any questions.

Regards.

Steven Gitelman
Government Information Specialist
Office of Privacy and Information Management
U.S. Office of Personnel Management

(b)(6)b opm.gov



From: Internet, FOIA
To: | (b)(6)Pcnn.com
Cc: I nternet. FOIA
Subject: Acknowledgment of FOIA Request No. 2022-00444
Date: Wednesday, March 9, 2022 5:51:47 PM

Good afternoon,

This email acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the 
U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM). Your request was received by this office on 
March 2, 2022 and was assigned tracking number 2022-00444. You requested the following:

The most recent database of all currently employed federal employees and separated federal 
employees.

The FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i), requires OPM to make a determination in response to a 
FOIA request within 20 business days from its date of receipt. In unusual circumstances, the 
federal agency time limit may be extended by 10 business days as stated in 5 U.S.C. § 552(a) 
(6)(B). If your request seeks numerous documents that will necessitate a wide-ranging search, 
including searches of multiple program offices and possible consultations with agencies that 
have a substantial interest in the determination of this request, OPM will invoke a 10 business
day extension for determination of your request. You have the option to narrow the scope of 
your request to limit the number of potentially responsive documents.

Provisions of the FOIA allow OPM to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. 
For purposes of fee assessment, you have been categorized as a “representative of the news 
media” requester. 5 C.F.R § 294.102(c). In this fee category, you are responsible for 
duplication costs after the first 100 pages of records are copied free. 5 C.F.R § 294.109(b) and 
(c). No fee will be assessed if the total charge for fulfilling the request will be less than $25. 5 
C.F.R § 294.109(d)(1).

You requested a waiver or reduced search and duplication fees; and requested an itemized 
invoice of fees if the fees would exceed $500. Your fee waiver request is under consideration.

A search will be initiated by OPM for records responsive to your request. If any responsive 
records are located, they will be reviewed for determination of releasability. Please be assured 
that a FOIA Analyst in this office will respond to your request as expeditiously as possible. 
We appreciate your patience as we proceed with your request.

If you have any questions regarding your request, please contact FOIA Specialist Steven Gitelman at 
(b)(6) Doom,gov

For additional information regarding OPM's FOIA program, please refer to the information available 
on our website at https://www.opm.gov/information-management/freedom-of-information-act/.

We appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter.

Sincerely,

Freedom of Information Act Requester Service Center 
Office of Privacy and Information Management



U.S. Office of Personnel Management
Telephone: (202) 606-3642
Email: FOIA(5>opm.gov

From:| <b)<6)|(CNN) <FOIA@cnn.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 2, 2022 10:30 AM
To: Internet, FOIA <FOIA.Internet@opm.gov>
C c (b)(6)|@ cnn.com
Subject: CNN FOIA request Re: OPM data on current and separated federal employees

Wednesday, March 2, 2022

Office of Personnel Management
FOIA Requester Service Center, Room 1H41
1900 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20415-7900
Phone: 202-606-3642
Email: lbia@opm.gov

Re: OPM data on current and separated federal employees

This is a request for records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (“FOIA”).

Requested records

1. Database of all currently employed federal employees and separated federal employees (most recent 
available).

This data extract should all identifiers, primary keys, and/or metadata that distinguish between unique 
records and individuals and link database tables together (such as record index numbers, ID numbers or any 
other relevant fields you’re aware of), the fields listed in the spreadsheet attached to this request, and all 
other fields that contain non-exempt information or qualify for discretionary disclosure.

In addition to the records described above, provide any processing notes produced in the course of fulfilling 
this request and any records that, because of their nature or subject matter, are substantially the same as the 
records described above and have been previously disclosed, are the subject of currently pending requests or 
are likely to become the subject of subsequent requests.

Format o f requested records

If this request is denied in whole or in part, justify all deletions or withholdings by reference to specific 
exemptions in the FOIA.

When possible, produce responsive records in their native, digital formats and include their original 
metadata, not as hard copy facsimiles or PDFs. For example, spreadsheets created in Microsoft Excel 
should be provided in an . x ls x  format. Emails should be provided in common email file formats, such as 
. p s t  files for collections of emails or . eml files for individual emails.

Data should be provided in a non-proprietary, machine-readable format, such as comma separated values



( .c sv ) . Included is a request for a record layout for the database and a data dictionary for any codes used in 
the database.

Limitations on fees

Because CNN is a representative of the news media and these records are sought as part of a newsgathering 
effort, waive or reduce search and duplication fees, where applicable.

If you determine that fees will apply to this request and expect such fees to exceed $500 USD, provide an 
itemized invoice of fees.

Time limits for response

If you expect this request to take longer than ten (10) working days to process, we expect an 
acknowledgment letter and tracking number within that time or no later than Wednesday, March 16, 2022.

We expect a final grant/denial determination on this request within twenty (20) working days after receipt 
by the appropriate office or no later than Wednesday, March 30, 2022.

If you are unable to fulfill this request within that period, produce information as it becomes available (i.e. 
on a “rolling” basis) and an explanation for the circumstances requiring an extension of time and an 
estimated date on which you expect to finish processing this request.

Please direct questions and responsive information concerning this request to| (b)(6) ,̂cnn.com.

Sincerely,

/s/ <b )<6)

________________ (b)(6)

Data Editor
CNN

30 Hudson Yards, 18S04-D | New York, New York 10001



From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date:

(b)(6)](CNN)

Internet. FOIA
(b)(6)^>cnn.com

CNN FOIA request Re: OPM data on current and separated federal employees 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022 10:30:34 AM

Wednesday, March 2, 2022

Office of Personnel Management
FOIA Requester Service Center, Room 1H41
1900 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20415-7900
Phone: 202-606-3642
Email: foia@opm.gov

Re: OPM data on current and separated federal employees

This is a request for records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (“FOIA”).

REQUESTED RECORDS

1. Database of all currently employed federal employees and separated federal employees (moSt 
recent available).

This data extract should all identifiers, primary keys, and/or metadata that distinguish between 
unique records and individuals and link database tables together (such as record index numbers, ID 
numbers or any other relevant fields you’re aware of), the fields listed in the spreadsheet attached to 
this request, and all other fields that contain non-exempt information or qualify for discretionary 
disclosure.

In addition to the records described above, provide any processing notes produced in the course of 
fulfilling this request and any records that, because of their nature or subject matter, are substantially 
the same as the records described above and have been previously disclosed, are the subject of 
currently pending requests or are likely to become the subject of subsequent requests.

FORMAT OF REQUESTED RECORDS
If this request is denied in whole or in part, justify all deletions or withholdings by reference to specific 
exemptions in the FOIA.

When possible, produce responsive records in their native, digital formats and include their original 
metadata, not as hard copy facsimiles or PDFs. For example, spreadsheets created in Microsoft 
Excel should be provided in an . x ls x  format. Emails should be provided in common email file



formats, such as ,p& files for collections of emails or .em l files for individual emails.

Data should be provided in a non-proprietary, machine-readable format, such as comma separated 
values ( . csv ). Included is a request for a record layout for the database and a data dictionary for 
any codes used in the database.

LIMITATIONS ON FEES
Because CNN is a representative of the news media and these records are sought as part of a 
newsgathering effort, waive or reduce search and duplication fees, where applicable.

If you determine that fees will apply to this request and expect such fees to exceed $500 USD, 
provide an itemized invoice of fees.

TIME LIMITS FOR RESPONSE
If you expect this request to take longer than ten (10) working days to process, we expect an 
acknowledgment letter and tracking number within that time or no later than Wednesday, March 16, 
2022.

We expect a final grant/denial determination on this request within twenty (20) working days after 
receipt by the appropriate office or no later than Wednesday, March 30, 2022.

If you are unable to fulfill this request within that period, produce information as it becomes available 
(i.e. on a “rolling” basis) and an explanation for the circumstances requiring an extension of time and 
an estimated date on which you expect to finish processing this request.

Please direct questions and responsive information concerning this request to 
___________ W(6) gcnn.com.

Sincerely, 

/s/| (b)(6)

_____________ (b)(6)
Data Editor
CNN

OI (bxe^l (b)(6)
(b)(6)|gcn n .com

30 Hudson Yards, 18S04-D | New York, New York 10001



name
ADJUSTED BASIC PAY
ADJUSTED BASIC PAY - PAY PERIOD
ADJUSTED BASIC PAY - YTD
AGENCY/SUBELEMENT
AWARD AMOUNT
AWARD DOLLARS
BARGAINING UNIT
BASIC PAY
BASIC PAY-PAY PERIOD
BASIC PAY - YTD
CALENDAR DATE
CITIZENSHIP COUNTRY CODE
COMPUTER POSITION
CYBERSECURITY CATEGORY/SPECIALITY AREA
DATE OF BIRTH
DUTY STATION
EDUCATION LEVEL
EFFECTIVE DATE OF PERSONNEL ACTION
EFFECTIVE DATE OF PERSONNEL ACTION BEING CORRECTED
ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN TELEWORK INDICATOR
EMPLOYEE NAME
EMPLOYEE WORK EMAIL
ETHNICITY AND RACE IDENTIFICATION
FLSA CATEGORY
FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION
GRADE, LEVEL, CLASS, RANK, OR PAY BAND
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM
LANGUAGE IDENTIFICATION
LEGAL AUTHORITY (1)
LEGAL AUTHORITY (2)
LISTENING PROFICIENCY
NAME FAMILY
NAME GIVEN
NAME MIDDLE
NAME SUFFIX
NATURE OF ACTION (1)
NATURE OF ACTION (2)
NATURE OF ACTION BEING CORRECTED
OCCUPATION
OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY
ORGANIZATIONAL COMPONENT
ORGANIZATIONAL TITLE
PAY BASIS
PERSONNEL ACTION AUTHORIZER TITLE
PERSONNEL OFFICE IDENTIFIER
POSITION OCCUPIED
POSITION ORGANIZATION



POSITION SENSITIVITY AND RISK
POSITION TITLE DESCRIPTION
PRIOR ADJUSTED BASIC PAY
PRIOR BASIC PAY
PRIOR DUTY STATION
PRIOR GRADE, LEVEL, CLASS, RANK, OR PAY BAND
PRIOR OCCUPATION
PRIOR PAY BASIS
PRIOR POSITION ORGANIZATION
PRIOR POSITION TITLE
RACE OR NATIONAL ORIGIN
READING PROFICIENCY
SECURITY CLEARANCE LEVEL
SENIOR PAY LEVEL INDICATOR
SERVICE COMPUTATION DATE (LEAVE)
SERVICE COMPUTATION DATE (REDUCTION IN FORCE)
SERVICE COMPUTATION DATE (RETIREMENT)
SERVICE OBLIGATION END DATE
SERVICE OBLIGATION TYPE CODE
SES SERVICE COMPUTATION DATE
SEVERANCE PAY WEEKS
SEX
SPEAKING PROFICIENCY
TYPE OF APPOINTMENT
U.S. CITIZENSHIP
WRITING PROFICIENCY
YEAR DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE ATTAINED



description
The sum of an employee's rate of basic pay and any basic pay supplement (standard OR special), after applying a 
The pay period sum of an employee's rate of basic pay and any basic pay supplement (standard OR special), afte 
The year to date sum of an employee's rate of basic pay and any basic pay supplement (standard OR special), aft 
The agency and, where applicable, the administrative subdivision (i.e., subelement) in which a person is employe 
Gross dollar amount of an award or bonus given as cash.
The gross dollar amount of an award.
An employee's bargaining unit status.
The employee's rate of basic pay. Exclude supplements, adjustments, allowances, differentials, incentives, or ot 
The pay period basic or base pay based upon an employee's pay plan, grade/level, step/rate, and occupational S' 
The year to date basic or base pay based upon an employee's pay plan, grade/level, step/rate, and occupational 
The year, month, and day of the Gregorian calendar.
Employee's country of citizenship.
The indicator of whether an employee has access to and can modify or alter information residing in a database c 
A position's or incumbent's substantial work role involving information technology, cybersecurity, or cyber-relat 
An employee's date of birth.
The location of an employee's official worksite.
The extent of an employee's educational attainment from an accredited institution.
The effective date of a personnel action.
The EFFECTIVE DATE OF PERSONNEL ACTION, previously submitted to the Central Personnel Data File, that is bei 
Indicates the agency's determination of whether or not an employee is eligible to participate in telework. An em 
The name by which a person is known or designated on all official transactions.
Employee's work email address assigned by the employee's agency.
An employee's ethnicity and race identification.
The status of a Federal civilian employee under the authority of Section 13 of the Fair Labor Standards Act (29 U 
An employee's primary work function as a scientist or engineer.
An indicator of hierarchical relationships among positions covered by the same pay plan or system.
An employee's major field of study.
The language in which the individual has some speaking, listening, reading, or writing proficiency.
The law, executive order, rule, regulation, or other basis that authorizes the appointing officer to effect a person 
The law, executive order, rule, regulation, or other basis that, in addition to LEGAL AUTHORITY (1), authorizes th 
The assessed proficiency of the individual in understanding a given spoken language.
Non-chosen/inherited/married name by which a person is known or designated on all official transactions. 
Given/chosen/often first name by which a person is known or designated on all official transactions.
Middle name, or initial, by which a person is known or designated on all official transactions.
Suffix to a full name on all official transactions.
The specific personnel action used to create or change a civilian personnel record.
The specific personnel action used to create or change a civilian personnel record.
The NATURE OF ACTION, previously submitted to the Enterprise Human Resources Integration, that is being corr 
An employee's occupational series.
The category to which an occupational series belongs.
The lowest administrative subdivision of an agency to which an employee is assigned.
The name of the lowest administrative subdivision of an agency to which an employee is assigned.
The principal condition in terms of time, production, or other criteria that, along with salary rate, determines the 
Title of the individual authorizing the personnel action.
The identification of the Federal civilian personnel office authorized to appoint and separate an employee, and t 
An employee's position in the Competitive Service, Excepted Service, or the Senior Executive Service.
The lowest subdivision of an organization to which an employee is assigned as indicated on his/her position desc



The designation of the risk and sensitivity associated with a position.
Official classification title description of the position of the employee.
An employee's prior ADJUSTED BASIC PAY.
An employee's prior BASIC PAY.
An employee's prior DUTY STATION.
An employee's prior GRADE, LEVEL, CLASS, RANK, OR PAY BAND.
An employee's prior OCCUPATION.
An employee's prior PAY BASIS.
The lowest subdivision of an organization to which an employee is assigned as indicated on his/her prior positior 
Title of the employee's prior position as it is reflected on his/her position description. When action grants or con 
An employee's race or national origin.
The assessed proficiency of the individual in understanding a given written language.
The degree of potential access to information and materials.

An employee's service computation date for leave accrual purposes.
An employee's service computation date for reduction-in-force purposes.
An employee's service computation date for retirement purposes.
End date on which employee's service obligation expires.
Reason for employee's service obligation.
Senior Executive Service (SES) Service computation date (SCD) of an employee.
Number of weeks of severance payments received as a result of involuntary separation.
An employee's sex.
The assessed proficiency of the individual in speaking a given language.
The type of appointment under which an employee is serving.
The indicator of whether an employee is a U.S. citizen.
The assessed proficiency of the individual in writing a given language.
The calendar year during which the employee received the degree or certificate shown for EDUCATION LEVEL.



my applicable pay cap. A basic pay supplement is defined as a regular, fixed supplemental payment (paid in con 
r applying any applicable pay cap. A basic pay supplement is defined as a regular, fixed supplemental payment i 
:er applying any applicable pay cap. A basic pay supplement is defined as a regular, fixed supplemental paymen

eries, before adding any additional supplement. For GS employees, enter GS base pay amount, law enforcemer 
series, before adding any additional supplement. For GS employees, enter GS base pay amount, law enforcem(

ployee is eligible to participate in telework if all of the following parameters are true: «®ince December 9, 2010,

o the extent such functions have been delegated, prepare personnel actions, maintain official personnel recorc



itinues entitlement to grade retention under 5 U.S.C. 5362, enter the title of position employee actually occupit



ijunotion with base pay) for nonovertime hours of work that is creditable as basic pay for retirement purposes, 
(paid in conjunction with base pay) for nonovertime hours of work that is creditable as basic pay for retirement 
t (paid in conjunction with base pay) for nonovertime hours of work that is creditable as basic pay for retiremei

it officer special base pay amount, or retained pay amount; do not include locality pay or special rate suppleme 
ant officer special base pay amount, or retained pay amount; do not include locality pay or special rate supplen

, the employee has not been officially disciplined for being absent without permission for more than 5 days in a

Is, and administer programs for staff compensation, training and development, benefits and awards, and emplc





excluding any type of premium payment or differential that is triggered for working certain hours of the day or 
: purposes, excluding any type of premium payment or differential that is triggered for working certain hours of 
nt purposes, excluding any type of premium payment or differential that is triggered for working certain hours i

ny calendar year. *®ince December 9, 2010, the employee has not been officially disciplined for violations of sul





bpart G of the Standards of Ethical Conduct for Employees of the Executive Branch for viewing, downloading, or





exchanging pornography, including child pornography, on a Federal Government computer or while performing





; official Federal Government duties. ‘ Teleworking does not diminish the employee's performance or agency op





jerations. •Performance of the teleworking employee complies and continues to comply with the written telew





ork agreement and performance plan between the manager and that employee, •fflhe employee's official dutie





s do not require on a daily bas



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-11624

Sensitive Case Criteria: R e u t e r s  N e w s

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
March 28, 2022

Due Date:
April 25, 2022

Case Summary:
Request for all correspondence between Election Integrity Fund and the IRS regarding its 
non-profit status, including 501(c)(4) designation and financial information provided.

Action Plan:
Response letter will be mailed to the requester advising that the non-profit application 
information is available using routine-agency procedures by filing a Form 4506-A. I will also 
advise the requester that any correspondence between the IRS and the entity is protected by 
6103 and is not releasable unless consent is provided by the entity.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
April 6, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: March 28, 2022_________

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 16  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

MEDIA REQUESTER. PLEASE CREATE AS TLS FOIA AND ASSIGN TO DO 13.

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2022 11:40 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 28,202211:40:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/28/2022 11:16AM (GMT-05:00>
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
3 Times Square
City
New York
State/Province
NY
Postal Code
10036
Country
United States
Phone_____

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
Thomson Reuters
Email

— ^tetr.com <m ailto| W(6)fotr.com>

Request
Request ID
351456
Confirmation ID
350931
Request description
I request any and all correspondence, including but not limited to emails and letters, between the Election 
Integrity Fund (EIN: 85-1833690) and any officials and/or agents of the Internal Revenue Service 
regarding its nonprofit status. The request should cover but not be limited to any correspondence related 
to its application for 501 (c)(4) designation and any financial information its has provided.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
This request is made on behalf of Reuters News, a global news service 
(www.reuters.com<http://www.reuters.com>). For purposes of public record request fee assessments, I 
request that you waive all fees in the public interest, as the information is likely to contribute to public 
understanding of how nonprofit organizations operate and receive nonprofit status. If you decline to waive 
all fees, I am prepared to pay your normal fees for news media requests. Please notify me if you expect 
the fees to exceed $100.
Willing to pay
100

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
yes
Explanation
There is a compelling public need for information on the Election Integrity Fund given that it is behind a 
push to decertify the 2020 presidential election in Michigan. It is in the public interest to understand how 
the organization has applied for and received nonprofit status. We as a news organization need to report 
on these issues to inform our readers of issues that are critical to the publica€™s concerns about efforts 
to overturn the 2020 election. I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing 
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. Please advise within 10 calendar days

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/28/2022 11:16AM (GMT-05:00>
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whether the agency has granted my request for expedited processing. If expedited processing is denied, 
the Act requires a response to my request within 20 working days. Otherwise I should be notified me if 
a€ceunusuala€ or a€oeexceptionala€ circumstances apply a€“ as the Act uses those terms.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country
address linel
address_state_province 
address_zip_postal_code 
company_organization 
email
expedited_processing
expedited_processing_explanation 
fee_amount_willing
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description 
351456
350931
New York
United States
3 Times Square 
NY
10036
Thomson Reuters 

^^)@ tr.com <m ailto (b)(6 j gtr com>
yes
There is a compelling public need for information on the Election Integrity Fund given that it is behind a 
push to decertify the 2020 presidential election in Michigan. It is in the public interest to understand how 
the organization has applied for and received nonprofit status. We as a news organization need to report 
on these issues to inform our readers of issues that are critical to the publica€™s concerns about efforts 
to overturn the 2020 election. I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing 
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. Please advise within 10 calendar days 
whether the agency has granted my request for expedited processing. If expedited processing is denied, 
the Act requires a response to my request within 20 working days. Otherwise I should be notified me if 
a€ceunusuala€ or a€oeexceptionala€ circumstances apply a€“ as the Act uses those terms.
100
yes
This request is made on behalf of Reuters News, a global news service 
(www.reuters.com<http://www.reuters.com>). For purposes of public record request fee assessments, I 
request that you waive all fees in the public interest, as the information is likely to contribute to public 
understanding of how nonprofit organizations operate and receive nonprofit status. If you decline to waive 
all fees, I am prepared to pay your normal fees for news media requests. Please notify me if you expect 
the fees to exceed $100.

(b)(6)

media
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/28/2022 11:16AM (GMT-05:00>
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I request any and all correspondence, including but not limited to emails and letters, between the Election 
Integrity Fund (EIN: 85-1833690) and any officials and/or agents of the Internal Revenue Service 
regarding its nonprofit status. The request should cover but not be limited to any correspondence related 
to its application for 501 (c)(4) designation and any financial information its has provided.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/28/2022 11:16AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 351456

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 28, 2022 11:40:02am ET. and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organizatiou
Email

(b)(6)

3 Tinies Square 
New York
NY
10036
United States

(b)(6)

Thomson Reuters
(b)(6' A) tr.com

Request

Request ID 351456
Confirmation ID 350931

Request 
description

I request any and all correspondence, including but not limited to emails and 
letters, between the Election Integrity Fund (EIN: 85-1833690) and any officials 
and/or agents o f the Internal Revenue Service regarding its nonprofit status. The 
request should cover but not be limited to any correspondence related to its 
application for 501(c)(4) designation and any financial information its has provided.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

media

yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 3 /2 8 /2 0 2 2  11:16A M  (G M T -05 :00>
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This request is made on behalf of Reuters News, a global news service 
(www.rcuters.com). For purposes of public record request fee assessments. I request

Explanation that you waive all fees in the public interest, as the information is likely to contribute 
to public understanding of how nonprofit organizations operate and receive nonprofit 
status. If you decline to waive all fees. I am prepared to pay your normal fees for 
new's media requests. Please notify me if you expect the fees to exceed $100.

Willing to pay 100

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

There is a compelling public need for information on the Election Integrity Fund given 
that it is behind a push to decertify the 2020 presidential election in Michigan. It is in 
the public interest to understand how the organization has applied for and received 
nonprofit status. We as a news organization need to report on these issues to inform 
our readers of issues that are critical to the public's concerns about efforts to overturn

Explanation the 2020 election. I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited 
processing are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. Please advise 
within 10 calendar days whether the agency has granted my request for expedited 
processing. If expedited processing is denied, the Act requires a response to my 
request within 20 working days. Otherwise I should be notified me if "unusual” or 
"‘exceptional” circumstances apply -  as the Act uses those terms.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/28/2022 11:16AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-11846

Sensitive Case Criteria: News Media - The Trace

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
March 30, 2022

Due Date:
April 27, 2022

Case Summary:
All IRS Forms 990 and related disclosures filed by the Firearms Policy Coalition, EIN 
47-2460415, from 2018 to the present. Also copies of all communications between Treasury 
officials and the coalition or its representatives regarding compliance with department rules 
and the group's nonprofit status.

Action Plan:
Prepared response letter advising requester that Forms 990 are available through 
routine-established procedures and any communications between the IRS and the entity are 
not releasable unless he has consent to receive return information of the entity.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
April 8, 2022



INCOMING
FOIA REQUEST

PLEASE ESTABLISH A CASE IN FOIAXPRESS

NOTES TO CASEWORKER: From Treasury. This is for 
990s and other documents public under section 6104.



INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
P. O. BOX 2508
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

°ate: N O v 02 2015

FIREARMS POLICY COALITION INC 
970 RESERVE DR STE 111 
ROSEVILLE, CA 95678

Employer Identification Number: 
47-2460415

DLN:
17053237331005

Contact Person:
ANGELA M BENDER ID# 31162

Contact Telephone Number: 
{877) 829-5500

Accounting Period Ending:
October 31

Form 990/990-EZ/990-N Required: 
Yes

Effective Date of Exemption:
November 6, 2014

Contribution Deductibility: 
No

Addendum Applies: 
No

Dear Applicant:

We're pleased to tell you we determined you're exempt from federal income tax 
under Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 501(c)(4). This letter could help 
resolve questions on your exempt status. Please keep it for your records.

If we indicated at the top of this letter that you’re required to file 
Form 990/99O-EZ/990-N, our records show you're required to file an annual 
information return (Form 990 or Form 990-EZ) or electronic notice (Form 990-N, 
the e -Postcard). If you don't file a required return or notice for three 
consecutive years, your exempt status will be automatically revoked.

If we indicated at the top of this letter that an addendum applies, the 
enclosed addendum is an integral part of this letter.

For important information about your responsibilities as a tax-exempt 
organization, go to www.irs.gov/charities. Enter "4221-NC" in the search bar 
to view Publication 4221-NC, Compliance Guide for Tax-Exempt Organizations 
(other than 501(c)(3) Public Charities and Private Foundations), which 
describes your recordkeeping, reporting, and disclosure requirements.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey I. Cooper
Director, Exempt Organizations
Rulings and Agreements

Letter 948



** Caution: External email. Pay attention to suspicious links and attachments. Send 
suspicious email to suspect@treasuiy.gov **

From: (b)(6)|sthetrace.orq
To:
Cc:
Subject:

FOIAtatreasu rv.gov
Marv in Robert
FOIA Request/The Trace

Date: Tuesday, March 29, 2022 10:29:57 AM
Attachments: FinalLetter 47-2460415 FIREARMSPOUCYCOALITIONINC 08202015 f lM if  

Marvin Letter.pdf

Dear Records Access Officer:

This is a Freedom of Information Act request for copies of the following 
documents: All IRS form 990s and related disclosures filed by the Firearms 
Policy Coalition, EIN 47-2460415, from 2018 to the present. Please also 
provide me copies of all communications between Treasury officials and the 
coalition or its representatives regarding compliance with department rules 
and the group's nonprofit status.

In 2015, the IRS designated the coalition a 501(c)(4) and required the organization 
to file an annual information return. A copy of the determination letter is attached. It 
states that failure to provide a return for three consecutive years will result in the 
loss of tax exempt status. There are no coalition returns posted on the IRS Tax 
Exempt Organization search page from 2018 to the present. However, the coalition 
remains active and the IRS has made extracted financial information for 2018 and 
2019 available elsewhere:

https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/472460415

On March 3 ,1 emailed Treasury PIO Robert Marvin in regard to the coalition's 990s 
and got no response. A PDF of that email is attached.

As you know, FOIA requires agencies to release information unless it is 
specifically exempt from disclosure, and also requires agencies to release 
all reasonably segregable nonexempt portions of documents, i.e., to redact 
exempt portions of documents and release the rest. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a) 
(8). In order to help determine my status for purposes of determining the 
applicability of any fees, you should know that I am a representative of the



INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
P. O. BOX 2509 
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Hate.. HOVC22O15

FIREARMS POLICY COALITION INC 
970 RESERVE DR STE 111 
ROSEVILLE, CA 95678

Employer Identification Number:
47-2460415

DLN:
17053237331005

Contact Person: 
ANGELA M BENDER
Contact Telephone Number:

ID# 31162

(877) 829-5500
Accounting Period Ending:
October 31
Form 990/990-EZ/990-N Required: 
Yes

Effective Date of Exemption-.
November 6, 2014

Contribution Deductibility:
No

Addendum Applies: 
No

Dear Applicant:

We're pleased to tell you we determined you're exempt from federal income tax 
under Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 501(c)(4). This letter could help 
resolve questions on your exempt status. Please keep it for your records.

If we indicated at the top of this letter that you're required to file 
Form 990/990-EZ/990-N, our records show you're required to file an annual 
information return (Form 990 or Form 990-EZ) or electronic notice (Form 990-N, 
the e-Postcard). If you don't file a required return or notice for three 
consecutive years, your exempt status will be automatically revoked.

If we indicated at the top of this letter that an addendum applies, the 
enclosed addendum is an integral part of this letter.

For important information about your responsibilities as a tax-exempt 
organization, go to www.irs.gov/charities. Enter "4221-NC" in the search bar 
to view Publication 4221-NC, Compliance Guide for Tax-Exempt Organizations 
(Other than 501(c) (3) Public Charities and Private Foundations), which 
describes your recordkeeping, reporting, and disclosure requirements.

Jeffrey I . Cooper
Director, Exempt Organizations
Rulings and Agreements

Letter 948



(b)(6)

Mar 3, 2022, 
9:34 AM

(b)(6 )^)t h e t r a c e . o r g >

Hi Marvin,

Can you tell me what's going on with the 990s for the Firearms Policy Coalition, EIN 

47-2460415? Only 990s from 2015 until 2017 are on the IRS tax exempt organization search 

page, although the coalition is very much active. The 2015 990 is stamped received in 

November, 2021. Can you tell me what's up?

Also, do you have any public disclosure records for Academics for the Second Amendment, EIN 

41-1725998? It was formed in the early 90s, I believe, and is defunct. I'm interested in any early 

disclosure records.

Best,

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Reporter

The Trace



news media associated with The Trace and this request is made for news 
gathering, not commercial purposes.

I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested 
information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
government and is not primarily in my commercial interest.

I request that the information I seek be provided in electronic format.

I can be reached at (b)(6) or| ^ @ thetrace.org. My mailing
address is care of The Trace, PO Box 24532, Brooklyn, NY 11202.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Reporter
The Trace

(b)(6)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

White William IV
Fish David L
Woods Jeremy A; Middleton Debra Sue
FW: FOIA Request/The Trace

Date: Tuesday, March 29, 2022 3:52:52 PM
Attachments: FOIA RequestThe Trace.msq

A request for referral acceptance from Treasury. I will respond to Cawana with the 
updated FOIA contacts. If we are accepting or denying requests (including this one), 
please feel free to respond as appropriate directly to the requesting employees as 
future emails won’t come to Deb or I.

Thank you very much!

William White
Senior Disclosure FOIA Analyst -  PPO

"When in doubt, check it out, before you give it out."

From: W6)|a)treasury.gov < (b)(6) atreasury.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2022 2:27 PM
To: Shiller Rostyslav I ( (b)(6)|@irscounsel.treas.gov>; Middleton Debra Sue
<____________ P)^@ irs.gov>; White William IV <_________(b)(6) j)jrs.gov>
Cc: (b)(6)|(atreasury.gov; FOIA@treasury.gov
Subject: FOIA Request/The Trace

Good afternoon,

I hope this email finds you well. The attached FOIA request is being routed to 
your office for appropriate action.

Thank you,

Cawana Pearson
FOIA Case Manager, FOIA and Transparency
Privacy, Transparency, and Records
U.S. Department of the Treasury
Telephone:! (b)(6)|
Email: | (b)(6)ptreasury.gov



Marvin Letter.pdf

From: |_____ (b)(6)pthetrace.org
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Tue, 29 Mar 2022 14:28:24 +0000
FOIA@treasury.gov
Marvin Robert

Subject: FOIA Request/The Trace
Attachments: FinalLetter_47-2460415_FIREARMSPOLICYCOALITIONINC_08202015 (l).tif,

** Caution: External email. Pay attention to suspicious links and attachments. Send suspicious 
email to suspect@treasury.gov **

Dear
Records Access Officer:

This
is a Freedom of Information Act request for copies of the following 
documents: All IRS form 990s and related disclosures filed by the Firearms 
Policy Coalition, EIN 47-2460415, from 2018 to the present. Please also 
provide me copies of all communications between Treasury officials and the 
coalition or its representatives regarding
compliance with department rules and the group's nonprofit status.

In 2015, the IRS designated the coalition a 501(c)(4) and required the organization to 
file an annual information return. A copy of the determination letter is attached. It 
states that failure to provide a return for three consecutive years will result in the loss 
of tax exempt status. There are no coalition returns posted on the IRS Tax Exempt 
Organization search page from 2018 to the present. However, the coalition remains 
active and the IRS has made extracted financial information for 2018 and 2019 
available elsewhere:

https://proiects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/472460415

On March 3 ,1 emailed Treasury PIO Robert Marvin in regard to the coalition's 990s 
and got no response. A PDF of that email is attached.

As
you know, FOIA requires agencies to release information unless it is 
specifically exempt from disclosure, and also requires agencies to release all 
reasonably segregable nonexempt portions of documents, i.e., to redact 
exempt portions of documents and release



the rest. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8). In order to help determine my status for 
purposes of determining the applicability of any fees, you should know that I 
am a representative of the news media associated with The Trace and this 
request is made for news gathering, 
not commercial purposes.

I
request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested 

information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
government and is not primarily 
in my commercial interest.

request that the information I seek be provided in electronic format.

can be reached at (b)(6) or| ^fethetrace.orq.
My mailing address is care of The Trace, PO Box 24532, Brooklyn, NY
11202.

Thank
you for your prompt consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Reporter 
The Trace

(b)(6)



INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
P. O. BOX 2509 
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Hate.. HOVC22O15

FIREARMS POLICY COALITION INC 
970 RESERVE DR STE 111 
ROSEVILLE, CA 95678

Employer Identification Number:
47-2460415

DLN:
17053237331005

Contact Person: 
ANGELA M BENDER
Contact Telephone Number:

ID# 31162

(877) 829-5500
Accounting Period Ending:
October 31
Form 990/990-EZ/990-N Required: 
Yes

Effective Date of Exemption-.
November 6, 2014

Contribution Deductibility:
No

Addendum Applies: 
No

Dear Applicant:

We're pleased to tell you we determined you're exempt from federal income tax 
under Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 501(c)(4). This letter could help 
resolve questions on your exempt status. Please keep it for your records.

If we indicated at the top of this letter that you're required to file 
Form 990/990-EZ/990-N, our records show you're required to file an annual 
information return (Form 990 or Form 990-EZ) or electronic notice (Form 990-N, 
the e-Postcard). If you don't file a required return or notice for three 
consecutive years, your exempt status will be automatically revoked.

If we indicated at the top of this letter that an addendum applies, the 
enclosed addendum is an integral part of this letter.

For important information about your responsibilities as a tax-exempt 
organization, go to www.irs.gov/charities. Enter "4221-NC" in the search bar 
to view Publication 4221-NC, Compliance Guide for Tax-Exempt Organizations 
(Other than 501(c) (3) Public Charities and Private Foundations), which 
describes your recordkeeping, reporting, and disclosure requirements.

Jeffrey I . Cooper
Director, Exempt Organizations
Rulings and Agreements

Letter 948



(b)(6)

Mar 3, 2022, 
9:34 AM

(b)(6)pthetrace.org>

Hi Marvin,

Can you tell me what's going on with the 990s for the Firearms Policy Coalition, EIN 

47-2460415? Only 990s from 2015 until 2017 are on the IRS tax exempt organization search 

page, although the coalition is very much active. The 2015 990 is stamped received in 

November, 2021. Can you tell me what's up?

Also, do you have any public disclosure records for Academics for the Second Amendment, EIN 

41-1725998? It was formed in the early 90s, I believe, and is defunct. I'm interested in any early 

disclosure records.

Best,
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Reporter

The Trace



(b)(6)

Mar 3, 2022, 
9:34 AM

(b)(6)|@)th e tra c e .o rg >

Hi Marvin,

Can you tell me what's going on with the 990s for the Firearms Policy Coalition, EIN 

47-2460415? Only 990s from 2015 until 2017 are on the IRS tax exempt organization search 

page, although the coalition is very much active. The 2015 990 is stamped received in 

November, 2021. Can you tell me what's up?

Also, do you have any public disclosure records for Academics for the Second Amendment, EIN 

41-1725998? It was formed in the early 90s, I believe, and is defunct. I'm interested in any early 

disclosure records.

Best,

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Reporter

The Trace



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-12090

Sensitive Case Criteria: Affilia te d with the Democratic 
National Committee.

B ]  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
April 4, 2022

Due Date:
May 2, 2022

Case Summary:
Requester seeks "all email communications (from January 3, 2015 through January 3, 2019), 
between Congresswoman Kristi Noem or any staff member in Representative Noem's office 
and the IRS Officials:
the Commissioner Charles P. Rettig;
Acting Commissioner David Kautter;
Commissioner John Koskinen;
Deputy Commissioner John Dalrymple;
Deputy Commissioner Peggy Sheffy;
Acting Deputy Commissioner Stuart Bums;
Deputy Commissioner Jeff Tribiano;
Deputy Commissioner Kirsten Wielobob;
Chief of Staff Crystal Philcox;
Chief of Staff Andy Keyso; and
Chief of Staff Lia Colbert."

Action Plan:
Requester agreed to make a fee commitment (in writing) and he will consider a rescope of request. 
Further plan to send an overly broad Pattern/Fee Commitment Letters via email to requester.

Discussion (soft touch) with Office of Legislative indicate that request is searchable if perfected - 
plan to send Search Memorandum to the Office of Legislative Affairs and maybe to the various 
Deputy Commissioners.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through Donald Trussell

Date:
April 8, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: April 04, 2022___________

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 1,2022 3:45 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 01,2022 03:45:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/04/2022 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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Last name 
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
430 S. Capitol St. SE 
None
City
Washington
State/Province
DC
Postal Code
20003
Country
United States
Phone_____ ,

(b)(6)|

Company/Organization
Democratic National Committee
Email
researchinfo@dnc.org<mailto:researchinfo@dnc.org>

Request
Request ID 
354481
Confirmation ID 
353951
Request description
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am writing on behalf of the Democratic National Committee 
to request the following records in the possession of the Internal Revenue Service, a€0 All email 
communications, including attachments, between the following officials in the Internal Revenue Service 
and Representative Kristi Noem or any staff member in Representative Noema€™s office. This includes 
a€“ but is not limited to a€" any individuals using the email domain @noem.house.gov: o Commissioner 
Charles P. Rettig o Acting Commissioner David Kautter o Commissioner John Koskinen o Deputy 
Commissioner John Dalrymple o Deputy Commissioner Peggy Sherry o Acting Deputy Commissioner 
Stuart Burns o Deputy Commissioner Jeff Tribiano o Deputy Commissioner Kirsten Wielobob o Chief of 
Staff Crystal Philcox o Chief of Staff Andy Keyso o Chief of Staff Lia Colbert This request extends 
January 3, 2015 through January 3,2019.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
other
Fee waiver
no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country
addressjinel

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/04/2022 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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address_line2 
address_state_province 
address_zip_postal_code 
company_organization 
email
expedited_processing
fee_waiver 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request-description
354481
353951
Washington 
United States
430 S. Capitol St. SE 
None
DC
20003
Democratic National Committee
researchinfo@dnc.org<mailto:researchinfo@dnc.org> 
no
no_________,

(b)(6)

other
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am writing on behalf of the Democratic National Committee 
to request the following records in the possession of the Internal Revenue Service, All email 
communications, including attachments, between the following officials in the Internal Revenue Service 
and Representative Kristi Noem or any staff member in Representative Noema€™s office. This includes 
a€“ but is not limited to a€“ any individuals using the email domain @noem.house.gov: o Commissioner 
Charles P. Rettig o Acting Commissioner David Kautter o Commissioner John Koskinen o Deputy 
Commissioner John Dalrymple o Deputy Commissioner Peggy Sherry o Acting Deputy Commissioner 
Stuart Burns o Deputy Commissioner Jeff Tribiano o Deputy Commissioner Kirsten Wielobob o Chief of 
Staff Crystal Philcox o Chief of Staff Andy Keyso o Chief of Staff Lia Colbert This request extends 
January 3, 2015 through January 3,2019.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/04/2022 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 354481

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 01, 2022 03:45:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

430 S. Capitol St. SE
None
Washington
DC
20003
United States

(b)(6)

Democratic National Committee 
researchinfo dnc. org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

354481

353951

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am writing on behalf of the 
Democratic National Committee to request the following records in the possession of 
the Internal Revenue Service, • All email communications, including attachments, 
between the following officials in the Internal Revenue Service and Representative 
Kristi Noem or any staff member in Representative Noem's office. This includes -

Request 
description

but is not limited to -  any individuals using the email domain 'gnoem.house.gov; o 
Commissioner Charles P. Rettig o Acting Commissioner David Kautter o 
Commissioner Jolin Koskinen o Deputy Commissioner John Dalrymple o Deputy 
Commissioner Peggy Sherry o Acting Deputy' Commissioner Stuart Burns o Deputy 
Commissioner Jeff 1 ribiano o Deputy' Commissioner Kirsten Wielobob o Chief of 
Staff Crystal Philcox o Chief of Staff Andy Keyso o Chief of Staff Lia Colbert This 
request extends January' 3,2015 through January' 3, 2019.

Supporting documentation

Fees

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/04/2022 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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Request category ID
Fee waiver

other

no

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/04/2022 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
FOIA 2022-12680

Sensitive Case Criteria:

Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:

4/11/2022

Due Date: 
5/9/2022

Case Summary:

Requester is the “ District Director” for State of Texas Representative Claudia Ordaz Perez of 
District 76. She seeks (on her own) but plans to approach Representative Perez with information 
on potential legislation in State of Texas to increase the number of eligible people who can claim 
the Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC). At this time, the request is not sanctioned by the 
Representative but the requester plans to introduce legislation ideas to Representative Perez.

Requester is seeking:
For Calendar Year (CY) 2020 and 2021:

1. Number of business filings (to include small business) for the USA of those that took 
advantage of the Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC).

2. Number of business filings (to include small business) for the State of Texas of those that 
took advantage of the Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC).

This request fits the criteria to report the likeliness that this request may attract media and/or 
Congressional attention in the future.

Action Plan:

Communication with the following FOIA functional coordinators (FFC) to determine if the 
information exists and which business unit would provide this information:

1. RAAS FFC Gary Rutledge
2. W&l FFC Angela Hall with CC to Denise Good

Submitted By:

Kimberly Hill

Date:

4/20/2022

Revised: January 2018
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: April 11,2022___________

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 11,2022 1:40 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 11,2022 01:40:04pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/11/2022 12:56PM (GMT-05:00>
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address___________
(b)(6)

City
(b)(6)

State/Province
(b)(6)

Postal Code
(b)(6)

Country
United States
Phone

Company/Organization 
Self
Email

(b)(6) §gmail.com<mailto (b)(6) ggmail.com>

Request
Request ID
359501
Confirmation ID
358971
Request description
May I please have the following: Number o f Business Filings in the USA (inclusive of small business) 
Number of Small Business Filings in the USA Number o f Business filings that took advantage o f the 
W O TC in the USA (Inclusive o f small business) Number o f Small Business Filings that took advantage 
o f the W O TC  in the USA Number o f Business Filings in Texas (inclusive of small business) Number of 
Small Business Filings in Texas Number of Business filings that took advantage of the W O TC  in Texas 
(Inclusive o f small business) Number o f Small Business Filings that took advantage of the W O TC  in 
Texas Id like to be able to see if small businesses are taking advantage o f this wonderful credit and if 
Texas is above or below the average Thank you so much

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
other
Fee waiver
no
Explanation
I'm not sure I think a few simple queries would help?

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease o f copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
re q u e s tjd
con firm ation jd
address_city
address_country
a d d re ss jin e l
address_state_province

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0^/11/2022 12:56PM (GMT-05:00>
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address_zip_postal_code 
company_organization 
email
expedited_processing 
fee_waiver 
fee_waiver_explanation 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description 
359501

no
I'm not sure I think a few simple queries would help? 

(bj(6j|

other
May I please have the following: Number of Business Filings in the USA (inclusive of small business) 
Number of Small Business Filings in the USA Number of Business filings that took advantage of the 
WOTC in the USA (Inclusive of small business) Number of Small Business Filings that took advantage 
of the WOTC in the USA Number of Business Filings in Texas (inclusive of small business) Number of 
Small Business Filings in Texas Number of Business filings that took advantage of the WOTC in Texas 
(Inclusive of small business) Number of Small Business Filings that took advantage of the WOTC in 
Texas Id like to be able to see if small businesses are taking advantage of this wonderful credit and if 
Texas is above or below the average Thank you so much

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0^/11/2022 12:56PM (GMT-05:00>
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FOIA Request 359501

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 11, 2022 01:40:04pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

Request

Request ID 359501

Confirmation 353971

May I please have the following: Number of Business Filings in the USA (inclusive 
of small business) Number of Small Business Filings in the USA Number of 
Business filings that took advantage of the WOTC in the USA (Inclusive of small 
business) Number of Small Business Filings thattook advantage of the WOTC in the 

Request USA Number of Business Filings in Texas (inclusive of small business) Number of 
description Small Business Filings in Texas Number o f Business filings that took advantage of 

the WOTC in Texas (Inclusive of small business) Number of Small Business Filings 
that took advantage of the WOTC in Texas Id like to be able to sec if small 
businesses are taking advantage of this wonderful credit and if Texas is above or 
below the average Thank you so much

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID other
Fee waiver no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/11/2022 12:56PM (GMT-05:00>
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Explanation I'm not sure I think a few simple queries would help?

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/11/2022 12:56PM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
______ (b)(6)| Journalist. Motherboard - Tech by Vice Media Group, 
Filed via MuckRock News

Case number:
2022-12741

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
April 12, 2022

Due Date:
May 10, 2022

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks copies of the following records.

1. All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but 
not limited to solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals, and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open 
competition) related to Award ID 2043FY20P00236.

2. All emails between the procurement officer and Cobwebs related to Award ID 
2043FY20P00236.

Action Plan:
Request for records search memo will be sent to the Procurement Office.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
April 18, 2022



MUCKROCK NEWS 
□ EPT MR 126971 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
SOMERVILLE MA 02144-2516

002261 1 7 7 .....................AUTO"MIXED AAOC 956
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
Foia Office
PO Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006

........ h’’h.... IhP......

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
Data Services

APR 1 2 2022
GLOS Support Services

ASiarrta, GA

March 30, 2022

00
22
61

To Whom.lt May.Concern: . . .  .......................................... .... . . . . . . . . . . .  _____

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

#  # #  Background # # #

Cobwebs is a company providing web data to government agencies,

#  # #  Request # # #

I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), related to Award ID 
2043FY20P00236.
- All emails between the procurement officer and Cobwebs related to Award ID 2043FY20P00236.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Page 1 o f 2



MuckRock News
DEPT MR 126971
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
126971-80086544’@requests .muckrock.com

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https://www.muckrock.com/respond/1267221/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter: 
(b)(6) I

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred): (b)(6) arequests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 126971
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 of2
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
______________(b)(6)|Tax Analysts

Case number:
2022-12887

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
May 5, 2022

Due Date:
June 3, 2022

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following records.

1. Documents and records that comprise, describe, and transmit training materials (including but not limited to power point 
presentations, job aids, transcripts of training), procedures, and guidance given by IRS's Large Business and International 
division (LB&I) to examiners (including revenue agents) on the handling and use of information obtained pursuant to 
information exchange provisions of the Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) and bilateral Intergovernmental 
Agreements (IGAs), also known as information exchanged through Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI).

2. Documents and records that comprise, describe, and transmit training materials (including but not limited to power point 
presentations, job aids, transcripts of training), procedures, and guidance given by IRS's Small business/Self-employed 
division (SB/SE) to examiners (including revenue agents) on the handling and use of information obtained pursuant to 
information exchange provisions of FATCA and bilateral IGAs, also known as information exchanged through AEOI.

3. Documents and records that comprise, describe, and transmit training materials (including but not limited to power point 
presentations, job aids, transcripts of training), procedures, and guidance given by the Office of Chief Counsel to examiners 
(including revenue agents) on the handling and use of information obtained pursuant to information exchange provisions of 
FATCA and bilateral IGAs, also known as information exchanged through AEOI.

4. Documents and records that comprise, describe, and transmit internal briefings, presentations, training materials, 
guidance, or data relating to the IRS's use of FATCA data in audits and compliance efforts.

Action Plan:
TLS contacted the FOIA requester for clarification on the time period (5 years) and where to 
send item 4 of the request to search (LB&I, SBSE, and Chief Counsel). The request was 
perfected on May 5, 2022.

Search memos will be sent to LB&I, SBSE, and Chief Counsel.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
May 9, 2022
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From: Amanda Athanasiou Fax: 17035334458 To: 87 7 8 0 79215@rcfax.com Fax: [87 7) 80 7-9 215 Page: 2 of 3 04/13/2022 2:26 PM

April 13, 2022

IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

By Facsimile: 877-807-9215

FOIA REQUEST
Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:

I write on behalf of Tax Analysts, a non-profit publisher of news regarding 
taxation issues. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 
552, Tax Analysts hereby requests access to the following records:

1. Documents and records that, comprise, describe, and transmit, training 
materials (including but not limited to power point presentations, job aids, 
transcripts of training), procedures, and guidance given by IRS’s Large 
Business and International division (LB&I) to examiners (including revenue 
agents) on the handling and use of information obtained pursuant to 
information exchange provisions of the Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act 
(FATCA) and bilateral Intergovernmental Agreements (IGAs), also known as 
information exchanged through Automatic Exchange of Information (A.EOI).

2. Documents and records that comprise, describe, and transmit training 
materials (including but not limited to power point presentations, job aids, 
transcripts of training), procedures, and guidance given by IRS’s Small 
business/Self-employed division (SB/SE) to examiners (including revenue 
agents) on the handling and use of information obtained pursuant to 
information exchange provisions of FATCA and bilateral IGAs, also known as 
information exchanged through AEOT.

3. Documents and records that comprise, describe, and transmit training 
materials (including but not limited to power point presentations, job aids, 
transcripts of training), procedures, and guidance given by the Office of Chief 
Counsel to examiners (including revenue agents) on the handling and use of 
information obtained pursuant to information exchange provisions of FATCA 
and bilateral IGAs, also known as information exchanged through AEOI.

1. Documents and records that comprise, describe, and transmit internal 
briefings, presentations, training materials, guidance, or data relating to the 
IRS’s use of FATCA data in audits and compliance efforts.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/13/2022 2:28PM (GMT-04:00)



From: Amanda Athanasiou Fax: 17035334458 To: 877 80 79215@rcfax.com Fax: (877) 807-9215 Page: 3 of 3 04/13/202 2 2:26 PM

We hereby ask that you waive any applicable fees, as has routinely occurred 
in prior situations where Tax Analysts has requested records under the FOIA. 
Release of the information is in the public interest because it will contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the handling and use of information 
reported to the IRS by partner jurisdictions and foreign financial institutions under 
FATCA.

Tax Analysts is a representative of the news media within the meaning of the 
FOIA and is thus required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 
pages and is willing to pay that sum up to $25 if need be.

Should the IRS determine that any portion of the requested records may be 
withheld, we request that the reasonably segregable portions be provided in 
response to this request.

Conclusion

We at Tax Analysts are always willing to discuss ways to streamline or 
facilitate your processing of a request. We have found that handling these issues via 
telephone and e-mail can be mutually beneficial, and I would thus be grateful if you 
could please communicate with me by phone at (971) 940-6681 or e-mail a t 
amanda.athanasiou@taxanalysts.org if you have any questions or comments.

Thank you for your assistance, and 1 look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Chief Correspondent, International 
Tax Analysts
400 S. Maple Ave. Ste. 100
Falls Church, VA 22016

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/13/2022 2:28PM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
___________ (b)(6)|, The Markup 2022-13442

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
April 21,2022

Due Date:
May 19, 2022

Case Summary:
1. The FOIA request generally seeks all contracts and documents related to the federal award 
granted to "COBWEBS AMERICA, INC.” (IRS Contract No. 2043FY-20-P-00236.)

Specifically, the request seeks:
a. contracts,
b. training materials, and
c. any documents describing its use within the IRS.

2. The request also seeks any documents related to other awards or sub-awards granted to 
"COBWEBS AMERICA, INC." between 1/1/2019 and 4/22/2022.

Action Plan:
Item 1a. TLS has already received a clean copy of the requested contract (case no. 2022-12741 - open search 
memo) and is waiting for a release recommendation from Procurement (after consultation with the vender and 
IRS-CI). No records search memo is needed.

Items 1b and 1c. Soft touch will be sent to Cl. The purchased product is used by Cl-Cyber Crimes - any training 
and training materials are likely purchased from (and provided by) the vendor (i.e. licensed product). Documents 
"describing [the product's] use within the IRS" might properly be denied in full under exemption (b)(7)(E).

Item 2. - imperfect request for contract. A contract number is required in order to process this request item.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
May 4, 2022
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: April 21,2022___________

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

MEDIA REQUESTER. PLEASE CREATE AS TLS FOIA AND ASSIGN TO DO 13.

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 21,2022 1:30 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 21,2022 01:30:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/21/2022 1:52PM (GMT-04:00)
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
PO BOX 1103
City
New York
State/Province
New York
Postal Code
10159
Country
United States
Phone______

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
The Markup
Email

(b)(6^themarkup.org<mailto| (b)(6)|@themarkup.org>

Request
Request ID
364616
Confirmation ID
364086
Request description
I am seeking all contracts and documents related to this federal award granted to "COBWEBS
AMERICA, INC.":
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/CONT_AWD_2043FY20P00236_2Q50_-NON E-_-NONE-1 am 
requesting contracts, training materials, documentation and any documents describing its use within the 
IRS. I am also requesting any documents related to other awards or subawards granted to "COBWEBS 
AMERICA, INC.", between 1/1/2019 and 4/22/2022.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
I am a member of the news media and reporting on a story in the public interest.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
yes
Explanation
I am working on a story with a pressing deadline, and requesting that it be expedited as the story is in the 
public interest.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country
addressjinel

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/21/2022 1:52PM (GMT-04:00)
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address_state_province 
address_zip_postal_code 
company_organization 
email
expedited_processing
expedited_processing_explanation 
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description 
364616 
364086 
New York 
United States 
PO BOX 1103 
New York 
10159 
The Markup

^^them arkup.org<m ailto (b)(6) gthemarkup.org> 
yes
I am working on a story with a pressing deadline, and requesting that it be expedited as the story is in the 
public interest, 
yes
I am a member of the news media and reporting on a story in the public interest.

(b)(6)

media
I am seeking all contracts and documents related to this federal award granted to "COBWEBS 
AMERICA, INC.": 
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/CONT_AWD_2043FY20P00236_2050_-NON E-_-NONE-1 am 
requesting contracts, training materials, documentation and any documents describing its use within the 
IRS. I am also requesting any documents related to other awards or subawards granted to "COBWEBS 
AMERICA, INC.", between 1/1/2019 and 4/22/2022.
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FOIA Request 364616

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 21, 2022 01:30:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

PO BOX 1103
Newr York 
New' York
10159
United States

(b)(6)

Ihe Markup
1 izithemarkup. org

Request

Request ID 364616
Confirmation
ID

364086

I am seeking all contracts and documents related to this federal award granted to 
"COBWEBS AMERICA, INC.":

Request 
description

https://ww’W'.usaspending.gov/award/CONT AWD 2043FY20P00236 2050 -NONE-
-NONE-1 am requesting contracts, training materials, documentation and any 

documents describing its use within the IRS. I am also requesting any documents 
related to other awards or subawards granted to "COBWEBS AMERICA, INC.", 
between 1/1/2019 and 4/22'2022.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category II) media
Fee waiver
Explanation

yes
I am a member o f the news media and reporting on a story' in the public interest.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 1 /2 0 2 2  1:52PM  (G M T -0 4 :0 0 )



04/21/2022 1:50:53 PM -0400 IRS PAGE 5 OF 5

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

Explanation I am working on a story with a pressing deadline, and requesting that it be 
expedited as the story is in the public interest.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/21/2022 1:52PM (GMT-04:00)
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Cover Sheet
Date: June 08, 2020___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2495

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 5:40 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 08, 2020 05:40:03pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/08/2020 7:25PM (GMT-04:00)
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United States

Phone

(b W

Company/Organization

ProPublica

Email

Spropublica.org<mailto (b)(6 lgpropublica.org>

Request
Request ID

134351

Confirmation ID

133826

Request description

Pursuant to the, federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552, I request certain documents 
concerninc _ a former IRS employee. was a tax examining technician in Return
Integrity and Compliance Services, Wage & Investment Division, based in Chambee, Georgia, until he 
retired in June 2019. Specifically, I request copies of all emails sent by on May 31,2019. On

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06 /0 8 /2 0 2 0  7:25PM (GM T-04:00)
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June 27,2019 (b)(6) was reprimanded by his supervisor^ (b)(6)

a€ceinsulting emailsa€ on this date. Upon information and belief, one recipient of
emails on May 31,2019 was

(b)(6) [ I request all emails sent by| (b)(6)

(b)(6) , a supervisory tax analyst in W&l

for issuing 
(b)(6)

(b)(6)

^™ s

in April or May of 2019 to RICS employees concerning
conduct in the workplace. I also request a copy of a complaint filed by (b)(6) against] (b)(6)

(b)(6) [ who was| (b)(6) |a€™s group unit manager. Upon information and belief, the complaint was
sent to the IRSa€™ Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI). A report on the complaint was___  
subsequently submitted to I (b)(6) | the director of RICS/IVO, and the matter was referred tc|(b)(6)

| (b)(6) | for disposition. | (b)(6) [disposed of the matter in May 2019 or thereabouts. I also request a copy
of any report by EDI or any other arbitrator concerning (b)(6) p€™s complaint. Finally, I request any 
report or email by| (b)(6) [composed in April or May of 2019 summarizing his findings and the

(b)(6)

disposition of (b)(6) a€™s complaint. Attached is a declaration from (b)(6) [ stating that he
waives any personal privacy interests concerning materials that might be released in response to this
request. I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. 
I very well may agree to a revision of my request.

Supporting documentation
Additional Information

(b)(6) release for FOIA.pdf

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

Willing to pay

100

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/08/2020 7:25PM (GMT-04:00)
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address_country

addressjinel

address_line2

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

attachments_supporting_documentation

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

name last

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

134351

b (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

no
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/08/2020 7:25PM (GMT-04:00)
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100

yes

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

media

(b)(6)

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. s 552 ,1 request certain documents 
concerning | (b)(6) |, a former IRS employee.| (b)(6) |was a tax examining technician in Return
Integrity and Compliance Services, Wage & Investment Division,! (b)<6) I until[W]
retired in June 2019. Specifically, I request copies of all emails sent byj (b)(6) 

June 27,2019,| (b)(6) |was reprimanded by his supervisor,! (b)(6)
Ion May 31,2019. On 
J for issuing

(b)(6) Ja€™s
(b)(6)

a€ceinsulting emailsa€ on this date. Upon information and belief, one recipient of 
emails on May 31,2019 was| (b)(6) j a supervisory tax analyst in W &l|

I (b)(6) 11 request all emails sent by| (b)(6) pn April or May of 2019 to RICS employees concerning
conduct in the . I also a a filed by (b)(6) (b)(6)

(b)(6) who was! (b)(6) |€™ s group unit manager. Upon information and belief, the complaint was
sent to the IRSa€™ 
subsequently submil

Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI). A report on the complaint w as___  
tted to <b)<6) the director of RICS/IVO. and the matter was referred tol <b)<6) I

(b)(6) or disposition. (b)(6) | disposed of the matter in May 2019 or thereabouts. I also request a copy
of any report by EDI or any other arbitrator (b)(6) |a€™s complaint. Finally, I request any
report or email by| (b)(6) [composed in April or May of 2019 summarizingpXBlfindings and the
disposition of (b)(6) a€™s complaint. Attached is a declaration from (b)(6) stating th a tf^
waives any personal privacy interests concerning materials that might be released in response to this
request. I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. 
I very well may agree to a revision of my request.
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l] (b)(6) " 3  have read the Freedom of Information Act request composed by (b)(6)

seeking documents concerning emails and reports either composed by me or concerning me. I hereby 
waive any personal privacy interests that may be asserted by the IRS on my behalf to these documents 
and ask that these documents be released.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/08/2020 7:25PM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 134351

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 08. 2020 05:40:03pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

134351

133826

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/08/2020 7:25PM (GMT-04:00)
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Request 
description

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 ( J.S.C, s. 552, I request certain
documents concerning! <b)(6) 1 a former IRS employee (b)(6) was a lax
examining technician in Return Integrity and Compliance Services, Wage &
Investment Division, (b)(6) red in June 2019.
Specifically. I request copies of all emails sent by (b)(6) |(m May 31. 2019. On
June 27. 2019,| (b)(6) |was reprimanded b y |J ^ supervisor, (b)(6)

for issuing "‘insulting emails” on this date. Upon information and belief, one recipient 
of I (b)(6) fs emails on May 31, 2019 was| (b)(6) [ a  supervisory' tax analyst
in W&I| (b)(6) 11 ie quest a l l  emails sent bv| (b)(6) | m

April or May of 2019 (o RICS employees concerning conduct in the workplace. I also 
request a copy of a complaint filed by| (b)(6) | against | (b)(6) | who
was | (b)(6) |s group unit manager. Upon information and belief, the complaint
was sent to the IRS’ Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI). A report on the 
complaint was subsequently submitted to | (b)(6) [ the director o f RICS/IVO,
and the matter was referred to | (b)(6) ~~|for disposition. | (b)(6) | disposed of the 
matter in May 2019 or thereabouts. I also request a copy of any report by EDI or any 
other arbitrator concerning! (b)<6) I*s  complaint. Finally, I request any report or
e m a i l  by | (b)(6) [composed in April or May of 2019 summarizing h is  findings and 
the disposition of | (b)(6) [ s complaint. Attached is a declaration from| (b)(6)

stating that|(b)( [waives any personal privacy interests concerning materials that might 
be released in response to this request. I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that
may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. 1 very well may agree to a revision 
of my request.

Supporting documentation

Additional Information (b)(6) release for FOIA.pdf

Fees

Request category
ID
Fee waiver

media

yes
I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request

Explanation is made as part of newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive 
search and review fees.

Willing to pay 100

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/08/2020 7:25PM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) ProPublica 2020-02844

Sensitive Case Criteria:

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 15, 2020

Due Date:
July 17, 2020

Case Summary:
Requester seeking Business Performance Review Reports for Small Business/Self-Employed 
Division for 1st Qtr. and later.

Action Plan:
Submit FOIA Search Memo to SBSE for processing.

Submitted By:
Reinita House

Date:
June 17, 2020
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Cover Sheet
Date: June 15, 2020___________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 10:10 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 15, 2020 10:10:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/15/2020 10:38AM (GMT-04:00)



06/15/2020 10:36:38 AM -0400 IRS PAGE 2 OF 7

(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica

Email

b "t” gPropublica.org<mailto (b )(6 )®Propublica.org>

Request
Request ID

136006

Confirmation ID

135481

Request description

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 5 5 2 ,1 request Business Performance 
Review reports for the Small Business/Self-Employed division. Business Performance Reviews are 
typically delivered to the commissioner o f the division on a quarterly basis. I limit my request to SBSE 
BPRs covering the first quarter of FY2020 and later. I received BPRs for earlier quarters via FOIA

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/15/2020 10:38AM (GMT-04:00>
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requests F18169-0121 and F20029-0111. I am willing to be flexible with the details of this request, and 
so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request, I very 
well may agree to a revision of my request.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

Willing to pay

100

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/15/2020 10:38AM (GMT-04:00)
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fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category 

request_description

136006

135481

(b)(6)

(b)(6)
§Propublica.org<m a ilto :^ (^ g P ro p u b lic a .o rg >

no

100

yes

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552 ,1 request Business Performance 
Review reports for the Small Business/Self-Employed division. Business Performance Reviews are 
typically delivered to the commissioner of the division on a quarterly basis. I limit my request to SBSE

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/15/2020 10:38AM (GMT-04:00>
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BPRs covering the first quarter of FY2020 and later. I received BPRs for earlier quarters via FOIA 
requests F18169-0121 and F20029-011 1 .1 am willing to be flexible with the details of this request, and 
so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. I very 
well may agree to a revision of my request.
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FOIA Request 136006

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 15, 2020 10:10:02am ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

136006

135481

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 I J.S.C, s. 552, I request
Business Performance Review reports for the Small Business/Self-Employed 
division. Business Performance Reviews are typically delivered to the commissioner

Request 
description

of the division on a quarterly basis. I limit my request to SBSE BPRs covering the 
first quarter of FY2020 and later. I received BPRs for earlier quarters via FOIA 
requests F 18169-0121 and F20029-0111.1 am willing to be flexible with the details 
of this request, and so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the 
efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well may agree to a revision of my 
request.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category
ID
Fee waiver

media

yes
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I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPuhlica. Ihis request
Explanation is made as part of newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive 

search and review fees.
Willing to pay 100

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
| ________ (b)(6)| TAX ANALYST

Case number:
2020-03416

Sensitive Case Criteria:

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
JUNE 25, 2020

Due Date:
JULY 24, 2020

Case Summary:
Requester]_________ is journalist with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax
Explanation Notes and Tax Notes Today. Request seeks an unredacted version 
of the purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris 
Corporation pertaining to contract number 2032H818P00232.

Request also seeks Fee Wavier which has been granted.

Action Plan:
Research FPDS - valid contract number. Will send search memo request to Procurement for 
processing.

Submitted By:
Lauri Takeguchi, Disclosure Office 13

Date:
June 26, 2020
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Date: June 25, 2020___________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2495

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 6:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:07pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

400 S Maple Ave

Ste 400

City

Falls Church

State/Province

VA

Postal Code

22046

Country

United States

Phone

(WJ

Company/Organization

Tax Analysts

Email

^R@taxanalysts.org<mailtc

PAGE 2 OF 6

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org>

Request
Request ID

139046

Confirmation ID

138521

Request description

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€^ 
2032H818P00232, in which the IRS paid $32,850 in August 2018 for a€oemaint/repair/rebuild of 
equipment a€“ photographic equipm ents I do not wish to inspect the document first, and request that

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 6 /2 5 /2 0 2 0  7:41AM (G M T-04:00)
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the document be provided in electronic form to the extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 7:41AM (GMT-04:00)
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n a m e ja s t 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

139046

138521

Falls Church

United States

400 S Maple Ave

Ste400

VA

22046

Tax Analysts

(b)(6 'gtaxanalysts.org<mailto

PAGE 4 OF 6

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org>

no

yes

As a representative o f the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher o f Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part o f newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€^ 
2032H818P00232, in which the IRS paid $32,850 in August 2018 for a€oemaint/repair/rebuild of 
equipment a€“ photographic e q u ip m e n ts  I do not wish to inspect the document first, and request that 
the document be provided in electronic form to the extent possible.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 7:41AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 139046

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:07pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

400 S Maple Ave
Ste 400
Falls Church

22046
United States

(b)(6)

Tax Analysts
(b)(61 ataxanalysts.org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

139046

138521

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredaeted version 
of the following purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS

Request 
description

and the Harris Corporation: • 203211818P00232, in which the IRS paid $32,850 in 
August 2018 for “maint/repair/rebuild of equipment -  photographic equipment." I 
do not wish to inspect the document first, and request that the document be 
provided in electronic form to the extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category
ID
Fee waiver

Explanation

media

yes
As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax 
Noles and Tax Notes Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and 
not for a commercial use.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 7:41AM (GMT-04:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 7:41AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
2020-03446(b)(6) q-a x  An a |ySts

Sensitive Case Criteria: M a j o r  M e d i a

B ] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 25, 2020

Due Date:
July 24, 2020

Case Summary:
The request seeks "the unredacted version of the following purchase order, including contract 
line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation."

TIRWR-15-K-00033, in which the IRS paid $403,747 in July 2015 for "radio and television 
communication equipment, except airborne," but was then refunded $1,195 in August 2015.

Action Plan:
A BU search memo will be sent to the Procurement FOIA functional contact.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
July 1,2020
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 25, 2020___________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 6:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:05pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:42AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

( W )

Mailing Address

400 S Maple Ave

Ste400

City

Falls Church 

State/Province

VA

Postal Code 

22046

Country 

United States

Phone

Company/Organization

Tax Analysts

Email

^ ^ ta x a n a ly s ts .o r g < m a il to ^ ^ ^ ^ w ^ 3 ) taxanalysts.org>

Request
Request ID

139011

Confirmation ID

138486

Request description

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€c 
TIRWR15K00033, in which the IRS paid $403,747 in July 2015 for a€oeradio and television 
communication equipment, except airborne,a€ but was then refunded $1,195 in August 2015.1 do not

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:42AM (GMT-05:00)
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wish to inspect the document first, and request that the document be provided in electronic form to the 
extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:42AM (GMT-05:00)



06/25/2020 5:40:49 AM -0500 IRS

name first

n a m e ja s t 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

139011

138486

Falls Church

United States

400 S Maple Ave

Ste 400

VA

22046

Tax Analysts

(b)(6) _ .  . . ...
^ taxanalysts.org<mailto

PAGE 4 OF 6

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org>

no

yes

As a representative o f the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher o f Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part o f newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€£ 
TIRW R15K00033, in which the IRS paid $403,747 in July 2015 for a€oeradio and television 
communication equipment, except airborne,a€ but was then refunded $1,195 in August 2 0 1 5 .1 do not 
wish to inspect the document first, and request that the document be provided in electronic form to the 
extent possible.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:42AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 139011

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:05pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

400 S Maple Ave
Ste 400
Falls Church

22046
United States

(bj(6j

Tax Analysts
(b)(6) aitaxanalysts.org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

139011

138486

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unrcdacted version 
of the following purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS

Request 
description

and the Harris Corporation: • TIRWR15K00033, in which the IRS paid $403,747 in 
July 2015 for "radio and television communication equipment, except airborne,” but 
was then refunded $1,195 in August 2015. I do not wish to inspect the document 
first, and request that the document be provided in electronic form to the extent 
possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ,.media

Fee waiver yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:42AM (GMT-05:00)
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Explanation
As a representative of the media affiliated with fax Analysts, publisher of Tax 
Noles and Tax Notes Today, tins request is made as part of newsgathering and 
not for a commercial use.

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:42AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_________ Tax Analysts 2020-03454

Sensitive Case Criteria: M a j o r  M e d i a

B ] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 25, 2020

Due Date:
July 24, 2020

Case Summary:
The request seeks "the unredacted version of the following purchase order, including contract 
line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation."

TIRWR-16-P-00566, in which the IRS paid $51,000 in September 2016 for "radio and 
television communication equipment, except airborne."

Action Plan:
A BU search memo will be sent to the Procurement FOIA functional contact.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
July 1,2020
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PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 25, 2020___________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 6:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:05pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:49AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

Mailing Address

400 S Maple Ave

Ste 400

City

Falls Church

State/Province

VA

Postal Code

22046

Country

United States

Phone

Company/Organization

Tax Analysts

Email

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org<mailto (b)(6) 2) taxanalysts. org>

Request
Request ID

139026

Confirmation ID

138501

Request description

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€$ 
TIRWR16P00566, in which the IRS paid $51,000 in September 2016 for a€ceradio and television 
communication equipment, except airborne.a€ I do not wish to inspect the document first, and request

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06 /2 5 /2 0 2 0  5:49AM (G M T-05:00)
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that the document be provided in electronic form to the extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:49AM (GMT-05:00)
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namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

139026

138501

Falls Church

United States

400 S Maple Ave

Ste400

VA

22046

Tax Analysts

( b )(6) gtaxanalysts.org<mailto

PAGE 4 OF 6

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org>

no

yes

As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€^ 
TIRWR16P00566, in which the IRS paid $51,000 in September 2016 for a€oeradio and television 
communication equipment, except airborne.a€ I do not wish to inspect the document first, and request 
that the document be provided in electronic form to the extent possible.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:49AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 139026

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:05pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

400 S Maple /  
Ste 400 
Falls Church 
VA
22046
United States

(b)(6)

Tax Analysts 
(b)(6

(b)(6)

We

t»ta?canalysts.org

Request

Request ID 139026
Confirmation

U OJUI

Pursuant to the Freedom ofTnf'ormation Act. I am requesting the unrcdactcd version 
of the following purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS 

Request and the Hams Corporation: • TIRWR16P00566, in which the IRS paid $51,000 in
description September 2016 for “radio and television communication equipment, except

airborne." I do not wish to inspect the document first, and request that the document 
be provided in electronic form to the extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category
ID
Fee waiver

Explanation

media

yes
As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax 
Noles and Tax Notes Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and 
not for a commercial use.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:49AM (GMT-05:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 5:49AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2020-03465

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 25,2020

Due Date:
July 24, 2020

Case Summary:
Requesting TIRWR-14-K-00052 UNREDACTED in the amount of $37,134.00.

Action Plan:
Send search memo to Office of Procurement.

Submitted By:
Reinita House

Date:
June 26, 2020
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SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 25, 2020___________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 6:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:03pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 6:27AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

400 S Maple Ave

Ste 400

City

Falls Church 

State/Province

VA

Postal Code

22046

Country 

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Tax Analysts

Email

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org<mailto

PAGE 2 OF 6

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org>

Request
Request ID

138996

Confirmation ID

138471

Request description

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€$ 
TIRWR14K00052, in which the IRS paid $37,134 in August 2014 for a€oeradio and television 
communication equipment, except airborne.a€ I do not wish to inspect the document first, and request

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06 /2 5 /2 0 2 0  6:27AM (G M T-05:00)
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that the document be provided in electronic form to the extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 6:27AM (GMT-05:00)
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n a m e ja s t 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

138996

138471

Falls Church

United States

400 S Maple Ave

Ste400

VA

22046

Tax Analysts

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org<mailto

PAGE 4 OF 6

W 6jfotaxanalysts.org>

no

yes

As a representative o f the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher o f Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part o f newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€^ 
TIRW R14K00052, in which the IRS paid $37,134 in August 2014 for a€oeradio and television 
communication equipment, except airborne.a€ I do not wish to inspect the document first, and request 
that the document be provided in electronic form to the extent possible.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 6:27AM (GMT-05:00)
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FO IA  Request 138996

The following list contains the entire subm ission subm itted June 24, 2020 06 :10:03pm ET, and is form atted for 
ease o f view ing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

400 S M aple Ave

Ste 400

Falls Church

YA

22046

U nited States
(b)(6j

T ax Analysts

(b)(6)|%taxanalvsts .org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

138996

138471

Pursuant to the Freedom  o f  Inform ation Act. I am  requesting the unrcdactcd version 
o f  the follow ing purchase order, including contract line item  data, betw een the IRS

Request 
description

and the H anis Corporation: • TIRW R14K00052, in which the IRS paid $37,134 in 
August 2014 for “radio and television com m unication equipm ent, except airborne.” 
I do not w ish to inspect the docum ent first, and request that the document be 
provided in electronic form  to the extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category
ID
Fee waiver

Explanation

m edia

yes

As a representative o f  the m edia affiliated w ith Tax Analysts, publisher o f  Tax 
Noles and Tax Notes Today. this request is m ade as part o f  newsgathering and 
not for a comm ercial use.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 6:27AM (GMT-05:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 6:27AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:|__________ W>|, Tax
Analysts.

Case number:
2020-03468

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 25,2020

Due Date:
July 24, 2020

Case Summary:

Requester]_________ (b)(6)|is journalist with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax
Explanation Notes and Tax Notes Today. Request seeks an unredacted version 
of the purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris 
Corporation pertaining to contract number TIRNE-15-P-00211.

Request also seeks Fee Wavier which has been granted.

Action Plan:
Researched FPDS - valid contract number. Will send search memo 
request to Procurement for processing.

Submitted By:
Reinita House

Date:
June 26, 2020
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PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 25, 2020___________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 6:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:05pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

400 S Maple Ave

Ste 400

City

Falls Church

State/Province

VA

Postal Code

22046

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Tax Analysts

Email

W)^taxanalysts.org<mailto (b)(6) @taxanalysts.org>

Request
Request ID

139006

Confirmation ID

138481

Request description

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€$ 
TIRNE15P00211, in which the IRS paid $6,800 in June 2015 for a€oeeducation/training a€“ other.a€ I 
do not wish to inspect the document first, and request that the document be provided in electronic form to

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06 /2 5 /2 0 2 0  7:30AM (GM T-04:00)
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the extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 7:30AM (GMT-04:00)
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n a m e ja s t 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

139006

138481

Falls Church

United States

400 S Maple Ave

Ste400

VA

22046

Tax Analysts

( b )(6) gtaxanalysts.org<mailto

PAGE 4 OF 6

(b)(6) gtaxanalysts.org>

no

yes

As a representative o f the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher o f Tax Notes and Tax Notes 
Today, this request is made as part o f newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredacted version of the following 
purchase order, including contract line item data, between the IRS and the Harris Corporation: a€^ 
TIRNE15P00211, in which the IRS paid $6,800 in June 2015 for a€oeeducation/training a€" other.a€ I 
do not wish to inspect the document first, and request that the document be provided in electronic form to 
the extent possible.
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FOIA Request 139006

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 24, 2020 06:10:05pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

400 S Maple Ave
Ste 400
Falls Church
YA
22046
United States

(b)(6)

Tax Analysts
(b)(6) t̂axanalysts .org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

139006

138481

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the unredaeted 
version of the following purchase order, including contract line item data, between

Request 
description

the IRS and the Harris Corporation: • TIRNE15P00211, in which the IRS paid 
$6,800 in June 2015 for “education/training -  other." I do not wish to inspect the 
document first, and request that tlie document be provided in electr onic form to 1he 
extent possible.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category
ID
Fee waiver

Explanation

media

yes
As a representative of the media affiliated with Tax Analysts, publisher of Tax 
Noles and Tax Notes Today, this request is made as part of newsgathering and 
not for a commercial use.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/25/2020 7:30AM (GMT-04:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
ProPublica

Case number:
2020-03596

Sensitive Case Criteria: M a j o r  M e d i a

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 29, 2020

Due Date:
July 28, 2020

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks communications concerning the Free File Program for the time period of April 1,2020 to the 
present.

Specifically, the requester seeks emails or letters between any of the following IRS employees....
1) Charles Rettig, IRS Commissioner,
2) Ken Corbin, Commissioner, Wage & Investment,
3) Diane L. Fox, Supervisor Management and Program Analyst, W&l:CAS:Submission Processing, or
4) Terry Lemons, Chief, Communications;

and
.... any of the following outside individuals.
1) Any employee of or lobbyist for H&R Block,
2) Any employee of or lobbyist for Intuit,
3) Kathy Pickering of H&R Block’s Tax Institute,
4) Tim Hugo of the Free File Alliance,
5) Vickie Hull of the Free File Alliance description, or
6) Stephen Ryan of McDermott, Will & Emery.

The subject matter of the request is limited to discussions about changes to the Free File program. This includes 
discussions about changes to membership in the program and potential changes to the rules or structure of the 
program. (H&R Block announced earlier this month that it was exiting the Free File program.)

Action Plan:
BU search memos will be sent to the Chief of Staff, W&l, and C&L FOIA functional contacts.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
July 7, 2020
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 29, 2020___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2978

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2020 6:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 26, 2020 06:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/29/2020 5:47AM (GMT-05:00)



06/29/2020 6:44:50 AM -0400 IRS PAGE 2 OF 7

(b)(6)

Last name

W j

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

W )

Postal Code

(b)(6)|

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica

Email

^J)propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

Request
Request ID

139736

Confirmation ID

139211

Request description

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552, I request communications 
concerning the Free File Program. Specifically, I request emails or letters between the following 
employees of the IRS: 1) Charles Rettig, IRS Commissioner 2) Ken Corbin, Commissioner, Wage & 
Investment 3) Diane L. Fox, an IRS executive based in Atlanta who is head of industry engagement for

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/29/2020 5:47AM (GMT-05:00)
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the Free File program 4) Terry Lemons, Chief, Communications And any of the following outside 
individuals: 1) Any employee of or lobbyist for H&R Block 2) Any employee of or lobbyist for Intuit 3) 
Kathy Pickering of H&R Blocka€™s Tax Institute 4) Tim Hugo of the Free File Alliance 5) Vickie Hull of 
the Free File Alliance 6) Stephen Ryan of McDermott, Will & Emery I limit my request to the time period 
of April 1,2020 to the present. I further limit my request to discussions about changes to the Free File 
program. Specifically, this would include discussions about changes to membership in the program and 
potential changes to the rules or structure of the program. (H&R Block announced earlier this month that 
it was exiting the Free File program.) I am willing to be flexible with the details of this request, and so I 
urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well 
may agree to a revision of my request.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

Willing to pay

100

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/29/2020 5:47AM (GMT-05:00)
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address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

fee_amount_willing

fee waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name first

name last

phone_number

request_category

request-description

139736

139211

(b)(6)

^^propublica .org<m ailto (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

no

100

yes

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

(b)(6)
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(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552 ,1 request communications 
concerning the Free File Program. Specifically, I request emails or letters between the following 
employees of the IRS: 1) Charles Rettig, IRS Commissioner 2) Ken Corbin, Commissioner, Wage & 
Investment 3) Diane L. Fox, an IRS executive based in Atlanta who is head of industry engagement for 
the Free File program 4) Terry Lemons, Chief, Communications And any of the following outside 
individuals: 1) Any employee of or lobbyist for H&R Block 2) Any employee of or lobbyist for Intuit 3) 
Kathy Pickering of H&R Blocka€™s Tax Institute 4) Tim Hugo of the Free File Alliance 5) Vickie Hull of 
the Free File Alliance 6) Stephen Ryan of McDermott, Will & Emery I limit my request to the time period 
of April 1,2020 to the present. I further limit my request to discussions about changes to the Free File 
program. Specifically, this would include discussions about changes to membership in the program and 
potential changes to the rules or structure of the program. (H&R Block announced earlier this month that 
it was exiting the Free File program.) I am willing to be flexible with the details of this request, and so I 
urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well 
may agree to a revision of my request.
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FOIA Request 139736

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 26. 2020 06:10:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country United States
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

ProPub lica
(b)(6) gipropublica.org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

139736

139211

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552, 1 request 
communications concerning the Free File Program. Specifically. I request emails or 
letters between the following employees of the IRS: 1) Charles Rettig, IRS 
Commissioner 2) Ken Corbin, Commissioner. Wage & Investment 3) Diane L. Fox. 
an IRS executive based in At knit a who is head of industry engagement for the Free 
File program 4) Terry Lemons, Chief, Communications And any of the following 
outside individuals: 1) Any employee of or lobbyist for H&R Block 2) Any employee 
of or lobbyist for Intuit 3) Kathy Pickering of H&R Block’s l ax Institute 4) firn 
Hugo of the Free File Alliance 5) Vickie Hull of the Free File Alliance 6) Stephen 
Ryan of McDermott, Will & Emery I limit my request to the time period of April 1, 
2020 to the present. I further limit my request to discussions about changes to the 
Free File program. Specifically, this would include discussions about changes to 
membership in the program and potential changes to the rules or structure of the 
program. (H&R Block announced earlier this month that it was exiting the Free File 
program.) I am willing to be flexible with the details of this request, and so I urge you 
to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. 
I very well may agree to a revision of my request.

Supporting documentation
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Fees

Request category 
ID
Fee waiver

media

yes
I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. this request

Explanation is made as part of newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive 
search and review fees.

Willing to pay 100

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/29/2020 5:47AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
____________ Judicial Watch 2020-05016

Sensitive Case Criteria: M a j o r  M e d i a

B ] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 14, 2020

Due Date:
On Hold-Need Info/Clarification: September 11,2020

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks records regarding the failure of the IRS to adopt an effective non-filer 
strategy from 2014-2016 per the May 29, 2020, TIGTA Report Reference Number: 
2020-30-015.

Action Plan:
The FOIA requester was contacted (August 4, 2020) via email, asking that the requester 
narrow the scope of the request by: 1) providing a time period during which the records sought 
were sent, received, or created, etc. and 2) identifying the IRS officials or specific IRS offices to 
be searched.

Created task reminder to close this case if a properly re-scoped request is not received within 
35 days.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
August 17, 2020
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SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: July 14, 2020___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 1:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 14, 2020 01:10:04pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

425 3rd St SW

City

Washington

State/Province

DC

Postal Code

20515

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Judicial Watch

Email

(b)(6) gjudicialwatch.org<mailto

PAGE 2 OF 7

(b)(6) gjudicialwatch.org>

Request
Request ID

144011

Confirmation ID

143486

Request description

1. Any and all transcripts, communications, or documents including but not limited to emails, briefs, 
notes, etc. regarding the failure of the IRS to adopt an effective non filer strategy from 2014-2016 per the 
May 29 TIGTA Report Reference Number: 2020-30-015.

Supporting documentation
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Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

Judicial Watch requests a waiver of both search and duplication fees. We are entitled to a waiver of 
search fees because we are a a€cerepresentative of the news media.a€ See 5 U.S.C. A§ 
552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(ll); see also Cause of Action v. Federal Trade Comm., 799 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2015); 
Nata€™l Sec. Archive v. U.S. Depa€™t of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989). For more than 
twenty years, Judicial Watch has used FOIA and other investigative tools to gather information about the 
operations and activities of government, a subject of undisputed public interest. We submit over 400 
FOIA requests annually. Our personnel, which includes experienced journalists and professional writers 
on staff and under contract, use their editorial skills to turn this raw information into distinct works that are 
disseminated to the public via our monthly newsletter, which has a circulation of over 300,000, weekly 
email update, which has over 600,000 subscribers, investigative bulletins, special reports, 
www.judicialwatch.org<http://www.judicialwatch.org> website, Corruption Chronicles blog, and social 
media, including Facebook and Twitter, among other distribution channels. We have authored several 
books, including Corruption Chronicles by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, July 24, 2012), and Clean 
House by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, Aug. 30, 2016). In 2012, we produced a documentary film, 
a€ce Di strict of Corruption,a€ directed by Stephen K. Bannon. Our a€cenews mediaa€ status has 
been confirmed in court rulings. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Depa€™t of Defense, 2006 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 44003, *1 (D.D.C. June 28, 2006); Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Depa€™t of Justice, 133 F. 
Supp.2d 52 (D.D.C. 2000). As a tax exempt, 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, we have no commercial 
interests and do not seek the requested records for any commercial use. Rather, we intend to use the 
requested records as part of our on-going investigative journalism and public education efforts to promote 
integrity, transparency, and accountability in government and fidelity to the rule of law.

Willing to pay

500.00

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/14/2020 12:19PM (GMT-05:00)
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address_state_province 

address_zip_postal_code 

company_organization 

email

expedited_processing 

fee_amount_willing 

fee_waiver 

fee_waiver_explanation 

name_first 

namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

144011

143486

Washington

United States

425 3rd St SW

DC

20515

Judicial Watch

(b)(6) gjudicialwatch.org<mailto (b)(6) ^ judicialwatch.org>

no

500.00

yes

Judicial Watch requests a waiver of both search and duplication fees. We are entitled to a waiver of
search fees because we are a a€cerepresentative of the news media.a€ See 5 U.S.C. A§ 
552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(ll); see also Cause of Action v. Federal Trade Comm., 799 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2015); 
Nata€™l Sec. Archive v. U.S. Depa€™t of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989). For more than 
twenty years, Judicial Watch has used FOIA and other investigative tools to gather information about the 
operations and activities of government, a subject of undisputed public interest. We submit over 400
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FOIA requests annually. Our personnel, which includes experienced journalists and professional writers 
on staff and under contract, use their editorial skills to turn this raw information into distinct works that are 
disseminated to the public via our monthly newsletter, which has a circulation of over 300,000, weekly 
email update, which has over 600,000 subscribers, investigative bulletins, special reports, 
www .judicialwatch.org<http://www.judicialwatch.org> website, Corruption Chronicles blog, and social 
media, including Facebook and Twitter, among other distribution channels. We have authored several 
books, including Corruption Chronicles by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, July 24,2012), and Clean 
House by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, Aug. 30, 2016). In 2012, we produced a documentary film, 
a€ceDistrict of Corruption,a€ directed by Stephen K. Bannon. Our a€oenews mediaa€ status has 
been confirmed in court rulings. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Depa€™t of Defense, 2006 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 44003, *1 (D.D.C. June 28, 2006); Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Depa€™t of Justice, 133 F. 
Supp.2d 52 (D.D.C. 2000). As a tax exempt, 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, we have no commercial 
interests and do not seek the requested records for any commercial use. Rather, we intend to use the 
requested records as part of our on-going investigative journalism and public education efforts to promote 
integrity, transparency, and accountability in government and fidelity to the rule of law.

(b)(6)

media

1. Any and all transcripts, communications, or documents including but not limited to emails, briefs, 
notes, etc. regarding the failure of the IRS to adopt an effective non filer strategy from 2014-2016 per the 
May 29 TIGTA Report Reference Number: 2020-30-015.
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FOIA Request 144011

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 14, 2020 01:10:04pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name 
Mailing Address 
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Com pany/Organization
Email

425 3rd St SW 
Washington 
DC 
20515
United States

Judicial Watch
iyudicialwatch.org

Request

Request ID 144011
Confirmation ID 143486

1. Any and all transcripts, communications, or documents including but not
Request 
description

limited to emails, briefs, notes, etc. regarding the failure of the IRS to adopt an 
effective non filer strategy from 2014-2016 per the May 29 TIGTA Report
Reference Number: 2020-30-015.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request
, __ meccategory ID

Fee waiver yes
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Judicial Watch requests a waiver of both search and duplication fees. We are entitled to 
a waiver of search fees because we arc a “representative of the news media.” Sec 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II); see also Cause of Action v. Federal Trade Comm.. 799 
F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2015); N atl Sec. .Archive v. U.S. Dep't of Defense, 880 F.2d 
1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989). For more than twenty years. Judicial Watch has used FOIA and 
other investigative tools to gather information about the operations and activities of 
government, a subject of undisputed public interest. We submit over 400 FOIA requests 
annually. Our personnel, which includes experienced journalists and professional 
writers on staff and under contract, use their editorial skills to turn this raw information 
into distinct works that are disseminated to the public via our monthly newsletter, 
which has a circulation of over 300.000, weekly email update, which has over 600.000 
subscribers, investigative bulletins, special reports, www.judicialwatch.org website, 

Explanation Corruption Chronicles blog, and social media, including Facebook and Twitter, among 
other distribution channels. We have authored several books, including Corruption 
Chronicles by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, July 24, 2012), and Clean House by 
Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, Aug. 30, 2016). In 2012, we produced a documentary' 
film, “District of Corruption," directed by Stephen K. Bannon. Our “news media” status 
has been confirmed in court rulings. See, e.g.. Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Dep't of 
Defense, 2006 U.S. Dist. EEXIS 44003, *1 (D.D.C. June 28, 2006); Judicial Watch, 
Inc. v. U.S. Dep't of Justice, 133 F. Supp.2d 52 (D.D.C. 2000). As a tax exempt, 
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, we have no commercial interests and do not seek the 
requested records for any commercial use. Rather, we intend to use the requested 
records as part of our on-going investigative journalism and public education efforts to 
promote integrity, transparency, and accountability in government and fidelity to the 
rule of law.

W U l l n g , °  500.00
pay

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/14/2020 12:19PM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) |of The Real Deal 2020-05361

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 15, 2020

Due Date:
August 12, 2020

Case Summary:
Requester is a journalist for The Real Deal. He is seeking correspondence between IRS and 
investors, lobbyist and attorneys regarding guidance pertaining to Qualified Opportunity Funds 
and investors in response to the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic.

Action Plan:
Researched issue and found Notice 2020-39 issued June 14 by Kyle Griffin of ITA entitled 
“Relief for Qualified Opportunity Funds and Investors Affected by Ongoing Corona Virus 
Disease Pandemic”. Emailed Counsel FOIA Coordinator Deanna Poole to ask if it is likely the 
records would be under Counsel. She said ITA has responsive documents. She also said 
there are public comments. I will issue a search memo. I will send an extension letter to the 
requester.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
August 12, 2020
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 5

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: July 15, 2020___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 12:40 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 15, 2020 12:40:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/15/2020 2:06PM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

The Real Deal

Email

(bf  5therealdeal.com<mailto 5therealdeal.com>

Request
Request ID

144346

Confirmation ID

143821

Request description

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am searching for all written correspondence between the IRS 
and developers, investors, lobbyists, and attorneys between March 14, 2020 and June 30, 2020 
pertaining to the guidance for Qualified Opportunity Zone Funds and investors in response to the ongoing 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/15/2020 2:06PM (GMT-04:00)
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet, 
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/15/2020 2:06PM (GMT-04:00)
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144346

143821

(b)(6)

(bf^therealdeal.com <m ailtq^^therealdeal.com>

no

no

(b)(6)

media

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am searching for all written correspondence between the IRS 
and developers, investors, lobbyists, and attorneys between March 14, 2020 and June 30, 2020 
pertaining to the guidance for Qualified Opportunity Zone Funds and investors in response to the ongoing 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/15/2020 2:06PM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 144346

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 15, 2020 12:40:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

The Real Deal 
'b fa atherealdeal .com

Request

Req nest ID 144346
Confirmation ID 143821

Request 
description

Under the Freedom o f Information Act, I am searching for all written 
correspondence between the IRS and developers, investors, lobbyists, and 
attorneys between March 14, 2020 and June 30, 2020 pertaining to the guidance 
for Qualified Opportunity Zone Funds and investors in response to the ongoing 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

media
no

no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/15/2020 2:06PM (GMT-04:00)
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Freedom of Information and Privacy Act



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) Forbes 2020-05726

Sensitive Case Criteria:

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 22, 2020

Due Date:
August 21,2020

Case Summary:
Requester seeking the following:
1. situations where the IRS found issues with corporate flight departments misclassifying pilots 
as subcontractors instead of employees.

2. any letters, notices, proposed penalties, and enforcement actions generated by the IRS and 
sent to a specific aviation company.

Action Plan:
Discuss request with requester and ask that he withdraw request. I will advise him item 1 does 
not fall within the auspices of the FOIA (SS-8 information falls under 6110) and for item 2 
taxpayer specific information is protected under 6103 and will be denied in full.

Submitted By:
Reinita House

Date:
August 4, 2020
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: July 22, 2020___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21,2020 9:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 21,2020 09:00:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/22/2020 6:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

800 Village Square Crossing, 331

City

Palm Beach Gardens

State/Province

FL

Postal Code

33410

Country

United States

Email

(b)(6) gjrupprechtlaw.com<mailtc (b)(6) gjrupprechtlaw.com>

Request
Request ID

145936

Confirmation ID

145411

Request description

Hello, la€™m a contributor for Forbes.com I have written some articles on drones. Here is my page for 
proof, https://www.forbes.eom/sites/jonathanrupprecht/#7a23773b701e I am requesting I be given media 
status. I'm researching into situations where the IRS found issues with corporate flight departments 
misclassifying pilots as subcontractors instead of employees. I am specifically requesting any letters, 
notices, proposed penalties, and enforcement actions generated by the IRS and sent to TAG Aviation. 
Please deliver the information to me electronically at my email. If news media will be required to pay some 
fees, please let me know before those fees go above $50. Thank you for your time and have a great day!

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/22/2020 6:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am contributor at forbes.com and I am working on this to try and develop a story regarding the 
misclassification of pilots.

Willing to pay

50

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast

request_category

request_description

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/22/2020 6:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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145936

145411

Palm Beach Gardens

United States

800 Village Square Crossing, 331

FL

33410

^^gjrupprechtlaw.com<mailto (bJ(6 gjrupprechtlaw.com>

no

50

yes

I am contributor at forbes.com and I am working on this to try and develop a story regarding the 
misclassification of pilots.

(b)(6)

media

Hello, la€™m a contributor for Forbes.com I have written some articles on drones. Here is my page for 
proof, https://www.forbes.eom/sites/jonathanrupprecht/#7a23773b701e I am requesting I be given media 
status. I'm researching into situations where the IRS found issues with corporate flight departments 
misclassifying pilots as subcontractors instead of employees. I am specifically requesting any letters, 
notices, proposed penalties, and enforcement actions generated by the IRS and sent to TAG Aviation. 
Please deliver the information to me electronically at my email. If news media will be required to pay some 
fees, please let me know before those fees go above $50. Thank you for your time and have a great day!

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/22/2020 6:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 145936

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 21, 2020 09:00:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Email

(b)(6)

800 Village Square Crossing, 331
Palm Beach Gardens
FL
33410
United States

(b)(6) 7yn1pprcchtlaw.com

Request

Request ID 145936
Confirmation , ,
_  145411

Hello, I’m a contributor for Forbes.com I have written some articles on drones. Here
is my page for proof, https:7www.forbes.eom/sitesjonathanrupprecht/#7a23773b701e
I am requesting I be given media status. I'm researching into situations where the IRS

Request 
description

found issues with corporate Hight departments misclassifying pilots as subcontractors 
instead of employees. I am specifically requesting any letters, notices, proposed 
penalties, and enforcement actions generated by the IRS and sent to T/\G Aviation. 
Please deliver the information to me electronically at my email. If news media will be 
required to pay some fees, please let me know before those fees go above $50. Thank 
you for your time and have a great day!

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

media
yes

Explanation
I am contributor at forbes.com and I am working on this to try' and develop a 
story regarding the misclassification of pilots.

Willing to pay 50

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/22/2020 6:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07 /2 2 /2 0 2 0  6:33AM (GMT-QL+:OO)
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pursuant to exemption
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Freedom of Information and Privacy Act



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6)______  WKRC-TV (Local 12) 2020-07224

Sensitive Case Criteria: N e w s  M e d i a

■]  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
August 13, 2020

Due Date:
September 11,2020

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the Form 990s from 2012 to present for the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association Request (EIN 31-4355728).

Additionally:
1) any annual audits and year-end financial statements, and
2) any payroll records.

SEARCH PARAMETERS: Records created on or after January 1, 2011 to January 1,2020.

Action Plan:
A final response ("Partial Denial") letter will be prepared...
1) closing the request under routine agency procedures (Form 4506-A) for the part of the 
request that seeks copies of annual returns (Form 990 series returns) of a tax-exempt 
organization available to the public under IRC 6104, and
2) denying the request under exemption (b)(3) / IRC 6103(a) for the remaining part of the 
request that seeks 3rd party return information not available for public inspection under IRC 
6104.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
August 18, 2020
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PAGE 1 OF 8

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: August 13, 2020_________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Reid-Smith Deidre M__________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2506

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 11:30 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted August 13, 2020 11:30:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

08/13/2020 1:08PM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

1906 Highland Ave.

WKRC-TV (Local 12)

City

Cincinnati

State/Province

Ohio

Postal Code

45219

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

WKRC-TV, Local 12

Email

(b)(6) ^Iocal12.com<mailto 5)local12.com>

Request
Request ID

152651

Confirmation ID

152126

Request description

To Whom It May Concern: I am a journalist working for WKRC-TV 
(www.local12.com<http://www.local12.com> ), a television based in Cincinnati that is one of more than 
40+ local stations of the Sinclair Broadcast Group. I am requesting records under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act (a€oeFOIAa€ ). 5 U.S.C.A§ 552. Additionally, I am seeking expedited 

08 /1 3 /2 0 2 0  1:08PM (GM T-04:00)
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processing of my request pursuant to 5 U.S.C.A§ 552(a)(6)(E), as the subject of my request concerns a 
matter of current exigency to the American public, for reasons I will detail below. -- REQUEST I am 
seeking the Form 990s from 2012 to present for the Ohio High School Athletic Association (EIN 
31-4355728). Additionally: 1) Please include any annual audits and year-end financial statements. 2) 
Please include any payroll records. -  SEARCH PARAMETERS 1) Please limit your search to records 
created on or after January 1,2011 to January 1 ,2 0 2 0 .2 )  Include any publicly available records. 3) 
Search for, and disclose, releasable records even if they are available publicly through other sources 
outside the IRS. 4) If any records responsive or potentially responsive to my request have been 
destroyed, my request includes, but is not limited to, any and all records relating or referring to the 
destruction of those records. This includes, but is not limited to, any and all records relating or referring 
to the events leading to the destruction of those records.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

no

Explanation

As I am making this request in my capacity as member of the news media, I ask that the IRS waive all 
fees associated with the search, review and duplication of any responsive records. 1) I am full-time staff 
reporter employed by WKRC-TV, a news company headquartered in Hunt Valley, Md. since 1971.2) My 
reporting on high school athletics has been recognized by: > a) The Livingston Awards 
(https://bit.ly/3atdz4T ); > b) The Korey Stringer Institute (https://bit.ly/3iA3AgY); > c) The National 
Athletic Trainers Association (https://bit.ly/2DFZzJi). 3) Additionally, I can provide a letter from my editor 
and my companya€™s CEO by request attesting to my status as full-time reporter. -  CERTIFICATION 
The above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. --FURNISHING OF 
ELECTRONIC RECORDS Please furnish all responsive records in electronic format. -  FURTHER 
CORRESPONDENCE All future correspondence can be directed to me at the email address from which 
this request originates. Alternatively, you may contact me at the following email address:
| (b)(6) ^Iocal12.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ Iocal12.com> If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me 
at:| (b)(6) | Please be aware that under 5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(6)(A), a FOIA request is considered
constructively denied after twenty business days and is subject to an appeal on that basis. Thank you in
advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. Sincerely, (b)(6)

Willing to pay

$100

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

Explanation

-- REASONING FOR EXPEDITED PROCESSING I have requested expedited processing because I 
believe my request concerns a matter of widespread and exceptional media interest in which there exists

0 8 /1 3 /2 0 2 0  1 :08PM (G M T-04:00)
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possible questions about the OHSAAa€™s integrity which affect public confidence. For background: 1) 
The OHSAA is the entity that oversees all high schools athletic departments in the state of Ohio.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped it ed_p rocessi ng

exped ited_processing_explanation

f ee_amo u nt_wi 11 i ng

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

152651

152126

Cincinnati

United States

1906 Highland Ave.

08/13/2020 1:08PM (GMT-04:00)
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WKRC-TV (Local 12)

Ohio

45219

WKRC-TV, Local 12

(b)(6) ®local 12.com<mailto (b )(6) SlocaH 2.com>

no

-  REASONING FOR EXPEDITED PROCESSING I have requested expedited processing because I 
believe my request concerns a matter of widespread and exceptional media interest in which there exists 
possible questions about the OHSAAa€™s integrity which affect public confidence. For background: 1) 
The OHSAA is the entity that oversees all high schools athletic departments in the state of Ohio.

$100

no

As I am making this request in my capacity as member of the news media, I ask that the IRS waive all 
fees associated with the search, review and duplication of any responsive records. 1) I am full-time staff 
reporter employed by WKRC-TV, a news company headquartered in Hunt Valley, Md. since 1971.2) My 
reporting on high school athletics has been recognized by: > a) The Livingston Awards 
(https://bit.ly/3atdz4T); > b) The Korey Stringer Institute (https://bit.ly/3iA3AgY); > c) The National 
Athletic Trainers Association (https://bit.ly/2DFZzJi). 3) Additionally, I can provide a letter from my editor 
and my companya€™s CEO by request attesting to my status as full-time reporter. -  CERTIFICATION 
The above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. --FURNISHING OF 
ELECTRONIC RECORDS Please furnish all responsive records in electronic format. -- FURTHER 
CORRESPONDENCE All future correspondence can be directed to me at the email address from which 
this request originates. Alternatively, you may contact me at the following email address:

| (b)(6) |^local12.com<mailto[w(6n®Iocal12.com> If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me 
at|(b)(6) | Please be aware that under 5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(6)(A), a FOIA request is considered
constructively denied after twenty business days and is subject to an appeal on that basis. Thank you in 
advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. Sincerely, (b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

media

To Whom It May Concern: I am a journalist working for WKRC-TV 
(www.local12.com<http://www.local12.com> ), a television based in Cincinnati that is one of more than 
40+ local stations of the Sinclair Broadcast Group. I am requesting records under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act (a€oeFOIAa€ ). 5 U.S.C.A§ 552. Additionally, I am seeking expedited 
processing of my request pursuant to 5 U.S.C.A§ 552(a)(6)(E), as the subject of my request concerns a 
matter of current exigency to the American public, for reasons I will detail below. -- REQUEST I am 
seeking the Form 990s from 2012 to present for the Ohio High School Athletic Association (EIN 
31-4355728). Additionally: 1) Please include any annual audits and year-end financial statements. 2) 
Please include any payroll records. -  SEARCH PARAMETERS 1) Please limit your search to records 
created on or after January 1,2011 to January 1,2020. 2) Include any publicly available records. 3) 
Search for, and disclose, releasable records even if they are available publicly through other sources 
outside the IRS. 4) If any records responsive or potentially responsive to my request have been 

0 8 /1 3 /2 0 2 0  1 :08PM (G M T-04:00)
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destroyed, my request includes, but is not limited to, any and all records relating or referring to the 
destruction of those records. This includes, but is not limited to, any and all records relating or referring 
to the events leading to the destruction of those records.

08/13/2020 1:08PM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 152651

The following list contains the entire submission submitted August 13, 2020 11:30:02am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

1906 Highland Ave.
WKRC-TV (Local 12) 
Cincinnati
Ohio
45219
United States

(b)(6) ~

WKRC-TV. Local 12
(b)(6) felocal 12.com

Request

Req nest ID 152651
Confirmation
ID 152126

To Whom It May Concern: I am a journalist working for WKRC-TV 
(www.locall2.coni), a television based in Cincinnati that is one of more than 40 • 
local stations of the Sinclair Broadcast Group. I am requesting records under the 
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). 5 (J.S.C. § 552. Additionally. 
I am seeking expedited processing of my request pursuant to 5 U.S.C.§ 5 52(a)(6)(E). 
as the subject o f my request concerns a matter of current exigency to the American 
public, for reasons 1 will detail below. -  REQUEST 1 am seeking the Form 990s from

Request 
description

2012 to present for the Ohio High School Athletic Association (EIN 31-4355728). 
Additionally: 1) Please include any annual audits and year-end financial statements. 
2) Please include any payroll records. -  SEARCH PARAMETERS 1) Please limit 
your search to records created on or after January 1. 2011 to January 1,2020. 2) 
Include any publicly available records. 3) Search for. and disclose, releasable records 
even if they are available publicly through other sources outside the IRS. 4) If any 
records responsive or potentially responsive to my request have been destroyed, my 
request includes, but is not limited to, any and all records relating or referring to the 
destruction of those records. This includes, but is not limited to. anv and all records 
relating or referring to the events leading to the destraction of those records.

Supporting documentation

08/13/2020 1:08PM (GMT-04:00)
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Fees

Request
, __ mecategory ID

Fee waiver no

Explanation

As I am making this request in my capacity' as member of the news media. I ask that 
the IRS waive all fees associated with the search, review and duplication of any 
responsive records. 1) I am full-time staff reporter employed by WKRC-TV, a news 
company headquartered in Hunt Valley, Md. since 1971.2) My reporting on high 
school athletics has been recognized by: > a) The Livingston Awards 
(https://bit.lv/3atdz4T ); > b) Ure Korey Stringer Institute (https://bit.ly/3iA3AgY ); > 
c) The National Athletic Trainers Association (https://bit.ly/2DFZzJi). 3) Additionally, 
1 can provide a letter from my editor and my company’s CEO by request attesting to 
my status as full-time reporter. — CERTIFICATION The above information is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. -  FURNISHING OF ELECTRONIC RECORDS 
Please furnish all responsive records in electronic format. -  FURTHER 
CORRESPONDENCE All future correspondence can be directed to me at the email 
address from which this request originates. Alternatively, you may contact me at the 
following email address: (b)(6) [ajlocal 12.com If you have any questions, do not hesitate 
to contact me at:| (b)(6) | Please be aware that under 5 US.C. § 552(a)(6)(A). a
FOIA request is considered constructively denied after twenty business days and is 
subject to an appeal on that basis. Thank you in advance for your anticipated 
cooperation in this matter. Sincerely, (b)(6)

Willing to 
pay

$100

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing

Explanation

no

-  REASONING FOR EXPEDITED PROCESSING I have requested expedited 
processing because I believe my request concerns a matter of widespread and 
exceptional media interest in which there exists possible questions about the 
OHSAA's integrity which affect public confidence. For background: 1) ’Ihe 
OHSAA is the entity that oversees all high schools athletic departments in the slate 
of Ohio.

08/13/2020 1:08PM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
_____(b)(6)_____North American Punjabi Association

Case number:
2020-08372

Sensitive Case Criteria: Me c |ja  Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
September 3, 2020

Due Date:
October 2, 2020

Case Summary:
The request seeks the following return filing statistics.

1. The number of American Sikhs who “registered” their non-profit organizations with IRS 
during FY 2018, 2019, and 2020;
2. The number of American Sikhs who “have their Total non-profit organizations” [sic] with IRS 
during FY 2018, 2019, and 2020;
3. The number of Sikh temples “registered” as non-profit organizations in FY 2018, 2019, and 
2020; and
4. The number of Sikh temples “in the US” working as non-profit organizations in FY 2018, 
2019, and 2020.

Action Plan:
A final response, "no records" letter will be prepared and sent.

The IRS does not compile data on the information requested, therefore the IRS has no records 
responsive to the request. In addition, churches (including, synagogues, temples, and 
mosques) their integrated auxiliaries, and conventions or associations of churches, are not 
required to apply for recognition of tax-exempt status or file an annual tax-exempt organization 
return with the IRS. IRC 508(c)(1)(A) and IRC 6033(a)(3)(A)(i).

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
September 9, 2020
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Cover Sheet
Date: September 03, 2020______

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Reid-Smith Deidre M__________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2506

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 10:30 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 02, 2020 10:30:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/03/2020 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

North American Punjabi Association

Email

(b)(6) ggmail.com<mailtoj (b)(6) fegmail.com>

Request
Request ID

156746

Confirmation ID

156221

Request description

We need information about these questions 1-How many American Sikhs registered their non-profit 
organisations with IRS during FY 2018,2019,2020 2-How many American Sikhs have their Total 
non-profit organisations with IRS during FY 2018,2019,2020 3-How many Sikh temples are registered as 
non profit organisation in FY 2018,2019 and 2020 4-How many Sikh temples are there in US working as 
non profit organisation in FY 2018,2019 and 2020

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/03/2020 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay 

$50

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/03/2020 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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request_description

156746

156221

(b)(6)

North American Punjabi Association

(b)(6) ggmail.com<mailto (b)(6) ^ gmail.com>

no

$50

no

(b)(6)

media

We need information about these questions 1-How many American Sikhs registered their non-profit 
organisations with IRS during FY 2018,2019,2020 2-How many American Sikhs have their Total 
non-profit organisations with IRS during FY 2018,2019,2020 3-How many Sikh temples are registered as 
non profit organisation in FY 2018,2019 and 2020 4-How many Sikh temples are there in US working as 
non profit organisation in FY 2018,2019 and 2020

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/03/2020 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 156746

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 02, 2020 10:30:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Com pany/Organization 
Email

(b)(6)

North American Punjabi Association
(b)(6) Sgmail.com

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

156746

156221

We need information about these questions 1-How many American Sikhs registered 
their non-profit organisations with IRS during FY 2018,2019,2020 2-How many

Request 
description

American Sikhs have their Total non-profit organisations with IRS during FY 
2018,2019,2020 3-IIow many Sikh temples are registered as non profit organisation 
in FY 2018,2019 and 2020 4-How many Sikh temples arc there in US working as 
non profit organisation in FY 2018,2019 and 2020

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

media
no 
$50

no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/03/2020 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2020-08692

Sensitive Case Criteria: Na tjo n a | Political Implications

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
September 9, 2020

Due Date:
October 7, 2020

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks any and all e-mails (and associated attachments) that are 
unclassified, that were sent to or from, the following domains: clintonemail.com and 
ijkfamily.com.

Action Plan:
An imperfect response letter will be mailed, asking that the requester narrow the scope of the 
request by: 1) identifying the nature of the subject matter of the email communications, 2) 
identifying the IRS officials or specific IRS offices to be searched, and 3) providing a specific 
time period during which the emails were sent or received by the IRS.

A task reminder will be created to close this case if a properly re-scoped request is not received 
within 35 days of the date of the response letter.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
September 23, 2020
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Date: September 08, 2020______

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Saturday, Septembers, 2020 12:10AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 05, 2020 12:10:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/08/2020 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Email

(b)(6) ggmail.com<mailto (b)(6) ggmail.com>

Request
Request ID

157311

Confirmation ID

156786

Request description

I am requesting: Any and all e-mails (and associated 
or from, the following domains: clintonemail.com and

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

attachments) that are unclassified, that were sent to 
ijkfamily.com Thank you for your time.

other
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/08/2020 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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Fee waiver

no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjinel

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

email

expedited_processing

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

157311

156786

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/08/2020 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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37211

(b)(6) ^ gmail.com<mailto| <b)<6) feflrnail.com>

no

no

(b)(6)

other

I am requesting: Any and all e-mails (and associated attachments) that are unclassified, that were sent to 
or from, the following domains: clintonemail.com and ijkfamily.com Thank you for your time.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/08/2020 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 157311

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 05, 2020 12:10:03am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

(b)(6)
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country United States
Phone
Email

(b)(6)

(b)(6) |iz>gma il.com

Request

Request 11) 157311
Confirmation ID 156786

I am requesting: Any and all e-mails (and associated attachments) that are 
Request description unclassified, that were sent to or from, the following domains: clintonemail.com 

and ijkfamily.com Thank you for your time.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

other

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/08/2020 5:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6) Bloomberg News

Case number:
2020-09393

Sensitive Case Criteria: N e w s  M e d i a

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
September 17, 2020

Due Date:
October 16, 2020

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks any reports, statistical compilations, databases etc. that contain 
statistical information on the issuance of Employer Identification Numbers (“EINs”), including: 
1. the number of EINs issued per day, week, month, or quarter;
2. the number of EINs issued by state, ZIP Request code, or other geographical area;
3. the number of EINs issued by IRS campus/lnternet;
4. categorical data on EIN issuance; or
5. any of a combination of the above.

Action Plan:
The case will be closed under routine agency procedures (IRC 6108(b), IRS Revenue 
Procedure 2006-36, Procedures for Requesting Special Statistical Studies and Compilations 
Involving Return Information).

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
September 28, 2020
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Cover Sheet
Date: September 17, 2020______

To: HQ FOIA EFF______________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

F ro m : Reid-Smith Deidre M_____________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 5:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 17, 2020 05:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/17/2020 5:2RPM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Bloomberg News

Email

(b)(6) ^hotmaiLcom<mailt(j <b ><6) ghotmail.com>

Request
Request ID

159541

Confirmation ID

159016

Request description

Any reports, statistical compilations, databases etc. that contain statistical information on the issuance of 
Employer Identification Numbers, including the number of El Ns issued per day, week, month, or quarter; 
El Ns issued by state, ZIP code, or other geographical area; El Ns issued by IRS campus/lnternet; other 
categorical data on EIN issuance; or any of a combination of the above. (The IRS Data Book has an 
annual statistic on EIN issuance; I exclude these from my request as I am looking for shorter periods 
than one year.)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/17/2020 5:24PM (GMT-04:00)
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a report for Bloomberg News, a media organization, and I make this request as part of my 
news-gathering duties.

Willing to pay

200

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

I am a report for Bloomberg News, a media organization, and I make this request as part of my 
news-gathering duties. Fraud in the Small Business Administration coronavirus relief programs is a 
matter of great public attention and urgency. I am making this request to obtain data in order to 
investigate the potential use of EINs by large numbers of people engaging in SBA aid fraud.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/17/2020 5:2RPM (GMT-04:00)
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expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name first

name last

phone_number

request_category

request_description

159541

159016

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

Bloomberg News

(b)(6) ^hotmail.com<mailto (b)(6) ^ hotmail.com>

yes

I am a report for Bloomberg News, a media organization, and I make this request as part of my 
news-gathering duties. Fraud in the Small Business Administration coronavirus relief programs is a 
matter of great public attention and urgency. I am making this request to obtain data in order to 
investigate the potential use of El Ns by large numbers of people engaging in SBA aid fraud.

200

yes

I am a report for Bloomberg News, a media organization, and I make this request as part of my 
news-gathering duties.

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/17/2020 5:24PM (GMT-04:00)
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media

Any reports, statistical compilations, databases etc. that contain statistical information on the issuance of 
Employer Identification Numbers, including the number of EINs issued per day, week, month, or quarter; 
EINs issued by state, ZIP code, or other geographical area; EINs issued by IRS campus/lnternet; other 
categorical data on EIN issuance; or any of a combination of the above. (The IRS Data Book has an 
annual statistic on EIN issuance; I exclude these from my request as I am looking for shorter periods 
than one year.)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/17/2020 5:2RPM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 159541

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 17, 2020 05:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Com pany/Organization 
Email

(b)(6)

Bloomberg News
(b)(6) tohotmail.com

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

159541

159016

Any reports, statistical compilations, databases etc. that contain statistical 
information on the issuance of Employer Identification Numbers, including the

Request 
description

number of EINs issued per day, week, month, or quarter; EINs issued by state, ZIP 
code, or other geographical area; EINs issued by IRS campus Internet; other 
categorical data on EIN issuance; or any of a combination of the above. (The IRS 
Data Book has an annual statistic on EIN issuance; I exclude these from my request 
as I am looking for shorter periods than one year.)

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media
Fee waiver yes

Explanation
I am a report for Bloomberg News, a media organization, and I make this 
request as part of my news-gathering duties.

Willing to pay 200

R E C E IV E D  BY IR S -E E F A X  09/17/2020 5:24PM (GMT-04:00)



09/17/2020 4:22:11 PM -0500 IRS PAGE 7 OF 7

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing

yes

I am a report for Bloomberg News, a media organization, and I make this request as 
part of my news-gathering duties. Fraud in the Small Business Administration

Explanation coronavirus relief programs is a matter of great public attention and urgency. I am 
making this request to obtain data in order to investigate the potential use of EINs 
by large numbers of people engaging in SBA aid fraud.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/17/2020 5:24PM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) (American Oversight) F20111-0020

Sensitive Case Criteria: S t i m u |u s  C h e c k s

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
4/20/20

Due Date:
5/18/20

Case Summary:
Request for:
All records reflecting any analysis or analyses-including, but not limited to, 
opinions, memorandum, file memorandum, emails, or other informal 
communications-regarding:

1. Any anticipated time or delay associated with placing President Trump's name and signature on Economic 
Impact Payment checks.
2. Any anticipated cost associated with placing President Trump's name and signature on Economic Impact 
Payment checks.
3. The design of the Economic Impact Payment checks or envelopes, including but not limited to the placement 
of President Trump's name and signature on the check.

Time Frame: March 11,2020, through April 17, 2020

Requested Business units to be searched:
The Office of the Commissioner
The Office of the Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support
Office of Information Technology

Action Plan:
Search memo to business units listed above.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/22/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE S IR S
FAX TRANSMISSION

Cover Sheet
Date: April 20, 2020___________

To: HQ FOIA EFF____________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 6:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 17, 2020 06:10:03pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 6:45AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

1030 15th Street NW

City

Washington, D.C.

State/Province

D.C.

Postal Code

20005

Country

United States

Phone

202-869-5246

Company/Organization

American Oversight

Email

foia@americanoversight.org<mailto:foia@americanoversight.org>

Request
Request ID

121771

Confirmation ID

121246

Request description

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0967).

Supporting documentation
Additional Information

TREAS-20-0967.pdf
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 6:45AM (GMT-04:00)
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Fees
Request category ID

other

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0967).

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

Additional information
fee_amount_willing 

0

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjine l

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

attachments_supporting_documentation

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 6:45AM (GMT-04:00)
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name_first

nam ejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

121771

121246

Washington, D.C.

United States

1030 15th Street NW

D.C.

20005

TREAS-20-0967.pdf

American Oversight

foia@americanoversight.org<mailto:foia@americanoversight.org> 

no

0

yes

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0967).

(b)(6)

202-869-5246

other

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0967).

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 6:45AM (GMT-04:00)
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AMERICAN
^OVERSIGHT

April 17, 2020

VIA EMAIL AND FOIA ONLINE

FOIA/PA Request
FOIA and Transparency
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D.C. 20220 
treasfoia<a) treasury.gov

Internal Revenue Service
Central Processing Unit
Stop 211
P.O. Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Via FOIA Online

Re: Freedom  of Inform ation Act Request

Dear FOIA Officer:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, and the 
implementing regulations of your agency, American Oversight makes the following 
request for records.

According to public reporting, on April 13, 2020, the Department of the Treasury 
(Treasury) finalized the decision to order that President Donald Trump’s name be printed 
on stimulus checks issued to taxpayers as part of the U.S. government’s response to the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.1

American Oversight seeks records with the potential to shed light on the administration’s 
decision.

Requested Records

American Oversight requests that your agency produce the following records within 
twenty business days:

1 Lisa Rein, In Unprecedented Move, Treasury Orders Trump’s Name Printed on Stimulus Checks, 
WASH. POST (Apr. 14, 2020, 8:46 PM), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/coming-to-Your-120Q-relief-check-donald-i- 
trumps-name/2020/04/14/071016c2-7e82-llea-8013-lb6da0e4a2b7 storv.html.

Q  1030 15th Street NW, Suite 6255, Washington, DC 20005 | AmericanOversight.org

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 6:h5AM (GMT-0h:00)
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1. All records reflecting any analysis or analyses—including, but not limited to, 
opinions, memoranda, file memoranda, emails, or other informal 
communications—regarding any anticipated time or delay associated with 
placing President Trump’s name and signature on Economic Impact Payment 
checks.

2. All records reflecting any analysis or analyses—including, but not limited to, 
opinions, memoranda, file memoranda, emails, or other informal 
communications—regarding any anticipated cost associated with placing 
President Trump’s name and signature on Economic Impact Payment checks.

3. All records reflecting any analysis or analyses—including, but not limited to, 
opinions, memoranda, file memoranda, emails, or other informal 
communications—regarding the design of the Economic Impact Payment 
checks or envelopes, including but not limited to the placement of President 
Trump’s name and signature on the check.

The search for responsive records should include all individuals and locations 
where records are likely to exist, including but not limited to:

Treasury:
i. The Office of the Secretary of the Treasury;

ii. The Office of the Chief of Staff;
iii. The Office of the Deputy Secretary o f the Treasury;
iv. The Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Management and 

Budget;
v. The Office of the Deputy Chief Financial Officer; and

vi. The Bureau of the Fiscal Service

IRS:
i. The Office of the Commissioner;

ii. The Office of the Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support; 
and

iii. The Office of Information Technology

Please provide all responsive records from March 11, 2020, through April 17, 
2020.

Fee Waiver Request

In accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (4) (A) (iii) and your agency’s regulations, American 
Oversight requests a waiver of fees associated with processing this request for records. 
The subject of this request concerns the operations of the federal government, and the 
disclosures will likely contribute to a better understanding of relevant government

-2 - TREAS-2 0-0967

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 6:h5AM (GMT-0h:00)
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procedures by the general public in a significant way. Moreover, the request is primarily 
and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes.

American Oversight requests a waiver of fees because disclosure of the requested 
information is "in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to 
public understanding of operations or activities of the government.”2 The public has a 
significant interest in the federal government's response to the coronavirus. Records with 
the potential to shed light on this matter would contribute significantly to public 
understanding of operations of the federal government, including whether and to what 
extent the administration’s decision to include the president’s name and signature on 
relief checks incurred additional time and expense to taxpayers. American Oversight is 
committed to transparency and makes the responses agencies provide to FOIA requests 
publicly available, and the public’s understanding of the government’s activities would be 
enhanced through American Oversight’s analysis and publication of these records.

2 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(4) (A) (iii).
3 See id.
4 American Oversight currently has approximately 15,400 page likes on Facebook and 
102,300 followers on Twitter. American Oversight, FACEBOOK, 
https://www.facebook.com/weareoversight/ (last visited Mar. 17, 2020); American 
Oversight (@weareoversight), TWITTER, https://twitter.com/weareoversight (last visited 
Mar. 17, 2020).
5 News, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, https://www.atnericanoversight.org/blog.
6 DOJ Records Relating to Solicitor General Noel Francisco’s Recusal, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

https://www.americanoversight.org/document/doi-civil-division-response-noel-francisco- 
compliance; Francisco & the Travel Ban: What We Learned from the DOJ Documents, AMERICAN

_ 3  _ TREAS-2 0-0967

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 0 /2 0 2 0  6:45AM (G M T -0 4 :00)

This request is primarily and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes? As a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, American Oversight does not have a commercial purpose and the release of the 
information requested is not in American Oversight’s financial interest. American 
Oversight’s mission is to promote transparency in government, to educate the public 
about government activities, and to ensure the accountability of government officials. 
American Oversight uses the information gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the 
public through reports, press releases, or other media. American Oversight also makes 
materials it gathers available on its public website and promotes their availability on social 
media platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter?

American Oversight has also demonstrated its commitment to the public disclosure of 
documents and creation of editorial content through numerous substantive analyses 
posted to its website? Examples reflecting this commitment to the public disclosure of 
documents and the creation of editorial content include the posting of records related to 
an ethics waiver received by a senior Department of Justice attorney and an analysis of 
what those records demonstrated regarding the Department’s process for issuing such 
waivers;6 posting records received as part of American Oversight’s “Audit the Wall” project
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to gather and analyze information related to the administration’s proposed construction of 
a barrier along the U.S.-Mexico border, and analyses of what those records reveal;7 posting 
records regarding potential self-dealing at the Department of Housing & Urban 
Development and related analysis;8 posting records and analysis relating to the federal 
government’s efforts to sell nuclear technology to Saudi Arabia;9 and posting records and 
analysis regarding the Department ofjustice’s decision in response to demands from 
Congress to direct a U.S. Attorney to undertake a wide-ranging review and make 
recommendations regarding criminal investigations relating to the President’s political 
opponents and allegations of misconduct by the Department of Justice itself and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation.10

Accordingly, American Oversight qualifies for a fee waiver.

Notwithstanding its fee waiver request, pursuant to 31 C.F.R. § 1.7(e), American 
Oversight hereby states that it is willing to pay fees in an amount not more than $25.00.

Guidance Regarding the Search & Processing of Requested Records

In connection with its request for records, American Oversight provides the following 
guidance regarding the scope of the records sought and the search and processing of 
records:

■ Please search all locations and systems likely to have responsive records, regardless 
of format, medium, or physical characteristics.

■ In conducting your search, please understand the terms "record," "document,” and 
“information” in their broadest sense, to include any written, typed, recorded, 
graphic, printed, or audio material of any kind.

OVERSIGHT, https://www.aniericanoversight.org/francisco-the-travel-ban-what-we- 
learned-froni-the-doj-documents.
7 See generally Audit the Wall, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

; see, e.g., Border Wall 
Investigation Report: No Plans, No Funding, No Timeline, No Wall, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

fundi ng-no-timel in e-no-wal 1.

https://www.americanoversight.org/investigation/audit-the-wall

hrtps://www.atncricanoversjght.org/border7wall-investigation: report-no-plans-no-

8 Documents Reveal Ben Carson Jr. ’s Attempts to Use His Influence at HUD to Help His Business, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

.
https://www.americanoversight.org/documents-reveal-ben-carson- 

jr-s-attempts-to-use-his-influence-at-hud-to-help-his-business
9 Investigating the Trump Administration’s Efforts to Sell Nuclear Technology to Saudi Arabia, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

.
https://www.aniericanoversight.org/investigating-the-trunip- 

administrations-efforts-to-sell-nuclear-technologv-to-saudi-arabia
10 Sessions’ Letter Shows DOJ Acted on Trump’s Authoritarian Demand to Investigate Clinton, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, https://www.americanoversight.org/sessions-letter.

_ 4  _ TREAS-2 0-0967
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■ Our request for records includes any attachments to those records or other 
materials enclosed with those records when they were previously transmitted. To 
the extent that an email is responsive to our request, our request includes all prior 
messages sent or received in that email chain, as well as any attachments to the 
email.

• Please search all relevant records or systems containing records regarding agency 
business. Do not exclude records regarding agency business contained in files, 
email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of your officials, such as 
personal email accounts or text messages. Records of official business conducted 
using unofficial systems or stored outside of official files are subject to the Federal 
Records Act and FOIA.11 It is not adequate to rely on policies and procedures that 
require officials to move such information to official systems within a certain 
period of time; American Oversight has a right to records contained in those files 
even if material has not yet been moved to official systems or if officials have, by 
intent or through negligence, failed to meet their obligations.12

■ Please use all tools available to your agency to conduct a complete and efficient 
search for potentially responsive records. Agencies are subject to government-wide 
requirements to manage agency information electronically,13 and many agencies 
have adopted the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
Capstone program, or similar policies. These systems provide options for searching 
emails and other electronic records in a manner that is reasonably likely to be 
more complete than just searching individual custodian files. For example, a 
custodian may have deleted a responsive email from his or her email program, but 
your agency’s archiving tools may capture that email under Capstone. At the same 
time, custodian searches are still necessary; agencies may not have direct access to 
files stored in .PST files, outside of network drives, in paper format, or in personal 
email accounts.

• In the event some portions of the requested records are properly exempt from 
disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable non-exempt portions of the

11 See Competitive Enter. Inst. v. OfficeofSci. & Tech. Policy, 827 F.3d 145, 149-50 (D.C.
Cir. 2016); cf. Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Kerry, 844 F.3d 952, 955-56 (D.C. Cir. 2016).
12 See Competitive Enter. Inst. v. OfficeofSci. & Tech. Policy, No. 14-CV-765, slip op. at 8 
(D.D.C. Dec. 12,2016).
13 Presidential Memorandum—Managing Government Records, 76 Fed. Reg. 75,423 
(Nov. 28, 2011), https://obarnawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-
office/2011/11/28/presidential-memorandum-managing-government-records; Office of
Mgmt. & Budget, Exec. Office of the President, Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments & Independent Agencies, “Managing Government Records Directive,” 
M-12-18 (Aug. 24, 2012), https://www.archives.gov/files/records-mgmt/m-12-18.pdf.

_ 5  _ TREAS-2 0-0967
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requested records. If a request is denied in whole, please state specifically why it is 
not reasonable to segregate portions of the record for release.

* Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this request are 
not deleted by the agency before the completion of processing for this request. If 
records potentially responsive to this request are likely to be located on systems 
where they are subject to potential deletion, including on a scheduled basis, please 
take steps to prevent that deletion, including, as appropriate, by instituting a 
litigation hold on those records.

Conclusion

If you have any questions regarding how to construe this request for records or believe 
that further discussions regarding search and processing would facilitate a more efficient 
production of records of interest to American Oversight, please do not hesitate to contact 
American Oversight to discuss this request. American Oversight welcomes an opportunity 
to discuss its request with you before you undertake your search or incur search or 
duplication costs. By working together at the outset, American Oversight and your agency 
can decrease the likelihood of costly and time-consuming litigation in the future.

Where possible, please provide responsive material in an electronic format by email. 
Alternatively, please provide responsive material in native format or in PDF format on a 
USB drive. Please send any responsive material being sent by mail to American Oversight, 
1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005. If it will accelerate release of 
responsive records to American Oversight, please also provide responsive material on a 
rolling basis.

We share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American Oversight 
looks forward to working with your agency on this request. If you do not understand any 
part of this request, please contact) (b)(6) t̂ foia@americanoversight.org or 
| (b)(6) | Also, if American Oversight’s request for a fee waiver is not granted in
full, please contact us immediately upon making such a determination.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Executive Director
American Oversight

-6- TREAS-2 0-0967
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FOIA Request 121771

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 17, 2020 06:10:03pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

1030 15th Street NW 
Washington. D.C.
D.C.
20005
United States 
202-869-5246 
.American Oversight 
foia@americanoversight. org

Request

Request ID 
Confinnation ID
Request description

121771
121246
Please see attached (TREAS-20-0967).

Supporting documentation

Additional Information

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver
Explanation

TREAS-20-0967.pdf

other
yes
Please see attached (TREAS-20-0967).

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

Additional information

feeam oim twfiling

no

0
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) [(American Oversight) F20111-0011

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
4/20/20

Due Date:
5/18/20

Case Summary:
Request for:
All records reflecting any directive, order, decision, or guidance from President Trump or staff 
in the Executive Office of the President (including but not limited to the White House, Office of 
the Vice President, Office of Management and Budget, or National Security Council) regarding 
placing President Trump's name and signature on Economic Impact Payment checks.

Time Frame: all responsive records from March 11,2020, through April 17, 2020.

Requested employees or business units to be searched:

Office of the Commissioner
Office of Chief Counsel

Action Plan:
Search Memo to business units named above.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/21/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 0IRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: April 20, 2020___________

To: HQ FOIA EFF

Add ress/O rg a n izati o n: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

F ro m : Mauersberg David J______________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2495

Number of pages: 11 Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 6:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 17, 2020 06:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 5:45AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

1030 15th Street NW

City

Washington D.C

State/Province

D.C

Postal Code

20005

Country

United States

Phone

202-869-5246

Company/Organization

American Oversight

Email

foia@americanoversight.org<mailto:foia@americanoversight.org>

Request
Request ID

121766

Confirmation ID

121241

Request description

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0966).

Supporting documentation
Additional Information

TREAS-20-0966.pdf
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 0 /2 0 2 0  5:45AM  (G M T -0 5 :0 0 )
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Fees
Request category ID

other

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0966).

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

Additional information
fee_amount_willing 

0

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
request_id

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjinel

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

attachments_supporting_documentation

company_organization

email

exped ited_processi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 5:45AM (GMT-05:00)
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name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

121766

121241

Washington D.C

United States

1030 15th Street NW

D.C

20005

TREAS-20-0966.pdf

American Oversight

foia@americanoversight.org<mailto:foia@americanoversight.org> 

no

0

yes

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0966).

(b)(6)

202-869-5246

other

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0966).
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AMERICAN
PVERSIGHT

April 17, 2020

VIA EMAIL AND FOIA ONLINE

FOIA/PA Request
FOIA and Transparency 
Departm ent of the Treasury 
Washington, D.C. 20220 
treasfoia@ treasu ry.gov

Internal Revenue Service
Central Processing Unit
Stop 211
P.O. Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Via FOIA Online

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear FOIA Officer:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, and the 
implementing regulations of your agency, American Oversight makes the following 
request for records.

According to public reporting, on April 13, 2020, the Departm ent of the Treasury 
(Treasury) finalized the decision to order that President Donald Trump’s name be printed 
on stim ulus checks issued to taxpayers as part of the U.S. government’s response to the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandem ic.1

American Oversight seeks records with the potential to shed light on the adm inistration’s 
decision.

Requested Records

American Oversight requests that your agency produce the following records within 
twenty business days:

1 Lisa Rein, In Unprecedented Move, Treasury Orders Trump’s Name Printed on Stimulus Checks, 
WASH. POST (Apr. 14, 2020, 8:46 PM),
1 )ttps://w  ww.was hI ngtonpost.con i/poli tics/comi ng-to-your-1200-relief-check-dona ld-j- 
trum ps-iiam e/2020/04/14 /071016c2-7e82-l lea-8013-lb6da0e4a2b7 story.html.

1030 15th Street NW, Suite 6255, Washington, DC 20005 | AmericanOversight.org

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 5:45AM (GMT-05:00)
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All records reflecting any directive, order, decision, or guidance from President 
Trump or staff in the Executive Office of the President (including but not limited 
to the White House, Office of the Vice President, Office of Management and 
Budget, or National Security Council) regarding placing President Trump’s name 
and signature on Economic Impact Payment checks.

American Oversight believes a search for responsive records should include, at a 
minimum, all individuals within the front offices of the Treasury Secretary and the 
IRS Commissioner, as well as anyone serving as their General Counsels or White 
House Liaisons.

Please provide all responsive records from March 11, 2020, through April 17, 
2020.

Fee Waiver Request

In accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (4) (A) (iii) and your agency’s regulations, American 
Oversight requests a waiver of fees associated with processing this request for records. 
The subject of this request concerns the operations of the federal government, and the 
disclosures will likely contribute to a better understanding of relevant government 
procedures by the general public in a significant way. Moreover, the request is primarily 
and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes.

American Oversight requests a waiver of fees because disclosure of the requested 
information is “in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to 
public understanding of operations or activities of the government.”2 The public has a 
significant interest in the. federal government’s response to the coronavirus. Records with 
the potential to shed light on this matter would contribute significantly to public 
understanding of operations of the federal government, including whether and to what 
extent the administration’s decision to include the president’s name and signature on 
relief checks incurred additional time and expense to taxpayers. American Oversight is 
committed to transparency and makes the responses agencies provide to FOIA requests 
publicly available, and the public’s understanding of the government’s activities would be 
enhanced through American Oversight’s analysis and publication of these records.

2 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).
3 See id.

_ 2  -  TREAS-2 0-0966
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This request is primarily and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes.3 As a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, American Oversight does not have a commercial purpose and the release of the 
information requested is not in American Oversight’s financial interest. American 
Oversight’s mission is to promote transparency in government, to educate the public 
about government activities, and to ensure the accountability of government officials. 
American Oversight uses the information gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the 
public through reports, press releases, or other media. American Oversight also makes
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materials it gathers available on its public website and promotes their availability on social 
media platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter.4

American Oversight has also demonstrated its commitment to the public disclosure of 
documents and creation of editorial content through numerous substantive analyses 
posted to its website.5 Examples reflecting this commitment to the public disclosure of 
documents and the creation of editorial content include the posting of records related to 
an ethics waiver received by a senior Department of Justice attorney and an analysis of 
what those records demonstrated regarding the Department’s process for issuing such 
waivers;6 posting records received as part of American Oversight’s “Audit the Wall” project 
to gather and analyze information related to the administration’s proposed construction of 
a barrier along the U.S.-Mexico border, and analyses of what those records reveal;7 posting 
records regarding potential self-dealing at the Department of Housing & Urban 
Development and related analysis;8 posting records and analysis relating to the federal 
government’s efforts to sell nuclear technology to Saudi Arabia;9 and posting records and 
analysis regarding the Department of Justice’s decision in response to demands from 
Congress to direct a U.S. Attorney to undertake a wide-ranging review and make 
recommendations regarding criminal investigations relating to the President’s political 
opponents and allegations of misconduct by the Department of Justice itself and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation.10

4 American Oversight currently has approximately 15,400 page likes on Facebook and 
102,300 followers on Twitter. American Oversight, FACEBOOK, 

(last visited Mar. 17, 2020); American 
Oversight (@weareoversight), TWITTER,  (last visited 
Mar. 17, 2020).

https://www.facebook.com/weareove.rsight/
https://twirrer.com/weareoversight

5 News, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, https^2www.americanoyersight.org/blog.
6 DOJ Records Relating to Solicitor General Noel Francisco's Recusal, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 
https:/ / www.arriericanoversight.org/document/d oi-civil-division-response-noel-francisco- 
compliance; Francisco & the Travel Ban: What We Learned from the DOJ Documents, AMERICAN 
OVERSIGHT, 
learned-from-the-doj-documenis.

https://www.americanoversight.org/francisco-the-travel-ban-what-we-

7 See generally Audit the Wall, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 
; see, e.g., Border Wall 

Investigation Report: No Plans, No Funding, No Timeline, No Wall, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 
lans-no- 

fimding-no-timdine-no-wall.

https://www.americanoversight.org/investigation/audit-the-wall

hrtps://www.americanoversight.org/border-wall-investigation-report-no-p

8 Documents Reveal Ben Carson Jr. 's Attempts to Use His Influence at HUD to Help His Business, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 
jr-s-attempts-to-use-his-influence-at-hud-to-help-his-business.

https://www.americanoversight.org/documents-reve.al-ben-carson-

9 Investigating the Trump Administration’s Efforts to Sell Nuclear Technology to Saudi Arabia, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

.
https://www.aniericanoversight.org/investigating-the-trunip- 

administrations-efforts-to-sell-nuclear-technology-to-saudi-arabia
10 Sessions' Letter Shows DOJ Acted on Trump’s Authoritarian Demand to Investigate Clinton, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, https://www.aniericanoversight.org/sessions-letter.

-3 - TREAS-20-0966
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Accordingly, American Oversight qualifies for a fee waiver.

Notwithstanding its fee waiver request, pursuant to 31 C.F.R. § 1.7(e), American 
Oversight hereby states that it is willing to pay fees in an amount not more than $25.00.

Guidance Regarding the Search & Processing of Requested Records

In connection with its request for records, American Oversight provides the following 
guidance regarding the scope of the records sought and the search and processing of 
records:

■ Please search all locations and systems likely to have responsive records, regardless 
of format, medium, or physical characteristics.

■ In conducting your search, please understand the terms “record,” “document,” and 
“information” in their broadest sense, to include any written, typed, recorded, 
graphic, printed, or audio material of any kind.

■ Our request for records includes any attachments to those records or other 
materials enclosed with those records when they were previously transmitted. To 
the extent that an email is responsive to our request, our request includes all prior 
messages sent or received in that email chain, as well as any attachments to the 
email.

■ Please search all relevant records or systems containing records regarding agency 
business. Do not exclude records regarding agency business contained in files, 
email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of your officials, such as 
personal email accounts or text messages. Records of official business conducted 
using unofficial systems or stored outside of official files are subject to the Federal 
Records Act and FOIA.11 It is not adequate to rely on policies and procedures that 
require officials to move such information to official systems within a certain 
period of time; American Oversight has a right to records contained in those files 
even if material has not yet been moved to official systems or if officials have, by 
intent or through negligence, failed to meet their obligations.12

■ Please use all tools available to your agency to conduct a complete and efficient 
search for potentially responsive records. Agencies are subject to government-wide

11 See Competitive Enter. Inst. v. OfficeofSci. & Tech. Policy, 827 F.3d 145, 149-50 (D.C.
Cir. 2016); cf Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Kerry, 844 F.3d 952, 955-56 (D.C. Cir. 2016).
12 See Competitive Enter. Inst. v. OfficeofSci. & Tech. Policy, No. 14-CV-765, slip op. at 8 
(D.D.C. Dec. 12,2016).

_ 4  _ TREAS-2 0-0966

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 5:45AM (GMT-05:00)



04/20/2020 5:40:43 AM -0500 IRS PAGE 9 OF 11

requirements to manage agency information electronically,13 and many agencies 
have adopted the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
Capstone program, or similar policies. These systems provide options for searching 
emails and other electronic records in a manner that is reasonably likely to be 
more complete than just searching individual custodian files. For example, a 
custodian may have deleted a responsive email from his or her email program, but 
your agency’s archiving tools may capture that email under Capstone. At the same 
time, custodian searches are still necessary; agencies may not have direct access to 
files stored in .PST files, outside of network drives, in paper format, or in personal 
email accounts.

■ In the event some portions of the requested records are properly exempt from 
disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable non-exempt portions of the 
requested records. If a request is denied in whole, please state specifically why it is 
not reasonable to segregate portions of the record for release.

■ Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this request are 
not deleted by the agency before the completion of processing for this request. If 
records potentially responsive to this request are likely to be located on systems 
where they are subject to potential deletion, including on a scheduled basis, please 
take steps to prevent that deletion, including, as appropriate, by instituting a 
litigation hold on those records.

Conclusion

If you have any questions regarding how to construe this request for records or believe 
that further discussions regarding search and processing would facilitate a more efficient 
production of records of interest to American Oversight, please do not hesitate to contact 
American Oversight to discuss this request. American Oversight welcomes an opportunity 
to discuss its request with you before you undertake your search or incur search or 
duplication costs. By working together at the outset, American Oversight and your agency 
can decrease the likelihood of costly and time-consuming litigation in the future.

Where possible, please provide responsive material in an electronic format by email. 
Alternatively, please provide responsive material in native format or in PDF format on a 
USB drive. Please send any responsive material being sent by mail to American Oversight, 
1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005. If it will accelerate release of

13 Presidential Memorandum—Managing Government Records, 76 Fed. Reg. 75,423 
(Nov. 28, 2011), https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-
office/2011/11/28/presidential-mernorandum-managtng-government-records; Office of
Mgmt. & Budget, Exec. Office of the President, Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments & Independent Agencies, “Managing Government Records Directive,” 
M-12-18 (Aug. 24, 2012), https://www.archives.gov/files/records-mgmt/m-12-18.pdf.

_ 5  _ TREAS-2 0-0966
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responsive records to American Oversight, please also provide responsive material on a 
rolling basis.

We share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American Oversight 
looks forward to working with your agency on this request. If you do not understand any 
part of this request, please contact_____ <b)<6)______at fbia@americanoversight.org or 
| (b)(6) | Also, if American Oversight’s request for a fee waiver is not granted in
full, please contact us immediately upon making such a determination.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Executive Director
American Oversight

-6 - TREAS-20-0966
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FOIA Request 121766

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 17, 2020 06:10:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization 
Email

1030 15th Street NW 
Washington D.C 
D.C
20005
United States
202-869-5246
American Oversight 
foia@americanoversight. org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation ID 
Request description

121766
121241
Please see attached (TREAS-20-0966).

Supporting documentation

Additional Information TREAS-20-0966.pdf

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver 
Explanation

other
yes
Please see attached (TREAS-20-0966).

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

Additional information

feeam om itw illing

no

0
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) (Bloomberg Industry Group) 2020-09795

Sensitive Case Criteria: Me c |ja  a n c | PQ|_D involvement/ 
Stimulus

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
ID Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
10/6/20

Due Date:
11/4/20

Case Summary:
Request is for:

MOU between IRS and SBA (Small Business Administration) on Paycheck Protection 
Program

Conducted soft touch with GL on release of MOU- SBSE Collection is owner of the document 
and Nikki Johnson, Director, SB/SE Compliance needs to be appriased for proper vetting as 
well as SBA.

Action Plan:
Search memo to SBSE. Assure Nikki Johnson is appraised and MOU is properly vetted. 
Coordinated SBA consultation with PPO.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
10/14/20



09/23/2020 1:39:41 PM -0400 IRS

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
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Cover Sheet
Date: September 23, 2020______

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 1:30 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 22, 2020 01:30:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Bloomberg Industry Group

Email

(b)(6) gbloombergindustry.com<mailto (b)(6) gbloombergindustry.com>

Request
Request ID

160391

Confirmation ID

159866

Request description

I am requesting the memorandum of understanding between the IRS and the U.S. Small Business 
Administration for SBA to provide data on Paycheck Protection Program recipients to help ensure 
employers comply with requirements. This includes ensuring employers aren’t taking advantage of both 
the PPP loans and the employee retention credit. The memo is referenced in this U.S. Government 
Accountability Office report: https://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-20-701/

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/23/2020 12:41PM (GMT-05:00>
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a representative of the news media affiliated with Bloomberg Industry Group, and this request is 
made as part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast

phone_number
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request_category

request-description

160391

159866

(b)(6)

Bloomberg Industry Group

(b)(6) ^bloombergindustry.com<mailtc (b)(6) @bloombergindustry.com>

no

yes

I am a representative of the news media affiliated with Bloomberg Industry Group, and this request is 
made as part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

(b)(6)

media

I am requesting the memorandum of understanding between the IRS and the U.S. Small Business 
Administration for SBA to provide data on Paycheck Protection Program recipients to help ensure 
employers comply with requirements. This includes ensuring employers aren't taking advantage of both 
the PPP loans and the employee retention credit. The memo is referenced in this U.S. Government 
Accountability Office report: https://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-20-701/
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FOIA Request 160391

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 22, 2020 01:30:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

160391

159866

I am requesting the memorandum of understanding between the IRS and the U.S. 
Small Business Administration for SBA to provide data on Paycheck Protection

Request 
description

Program recipients to help ensure employers comply with requirements. This 
includes ensuring employers aren't taking advantage of both the PPP loans and the 
employee retention credit. The memo is referenced in this U.S. Government 
Accountability Office report: https:7www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-20-701/

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media
Fee waiver v✓es

I am a representative of the news media affiliated with Bloomberg Industry' 
Explanation Group, and this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a 

commercial use.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/23/2020 12:41PM (GMT-05:00>
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
| (b)(6) ( Insider Magazine sent via MuckRock News)

Case number:
F20111-0010

Sensitive Case Criteria: 2 0 2 0  stimulus Checks

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
4/20/20

Due Date:
5/18/20

Case Summary:
Request for:
1. All documents held by the Department of the Treasury regarding the effort to print President Donald 
Trump's name on the "Economic Impact Payment" checks sent to American taxpayers as part of CARES 
Act.
- To include all internal memoranda, meeting minutes, and relevant correspondence.

2. Emails of the following Treasury Department employees for all correspondence containing the 
non-case-sensitive keyword "checks":

Charles P. Rettig, Commissioner of the Internal Revenue Service

Time Frame: March 15, 2020 and April 16, 2020.

‘ Request is a referral from Treasury who will be responding directly to requester regarding Treasury 
documents, we will respond directly to requester regarding IRS documents.

Action Plan:
Assess whether request is reasonably described and if so send search memo to Commissioner 
and other business units with responsive documents. If not, work to rescope or close request 
as imperfect.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/21/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Date: April 20, 2020___________

S IR S
FAX TRANSMISSION

Cover Sheet

To: CPU-TLS________________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Higley Denise_________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 4  Including cover page

Subject: New TLS FOIA Request

New TLS FOIA Request

Denise Higley
Government Information Specialist - FOIA Policy Analyst
HQ Disclosure Policy & Program Operations Staff
M/S 7000
1973 N Rulon White Blvd
Ogden, UT 84404

(b)(6)

From: (b)(6) gtreasury.gov <| (b)(6) ~ ^ treasury.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 8:14 AM

Subject: 2020-04-062_FOIA Request.pdf

To: (b)(6) ~ fefiscal.treasury.gov; (b)(6) gfiscal.treasury.gov; Higley Denise
(b)(6) feirs.gov>; Woods Jeremy A < (b)(6) ^ |@ irs.gov>; White William IV
(b)(6) Jgirs.gov>

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 7:37AM (GMT-05:00)
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Good morning,

I am routing the above indicated FOIA request to you for processing and direct response to the 
requester. Please note that the FOIA number indicated in the "Subject" line of the email is the FOIA 
number DO will be using to process the request and you will need to assign the requester your own 
unique FOIA number. I will be preparing an acknowledgement letter this morning advising the requester 
that the request is being processed by DO, IRS and Bureau of the Fiscal Service independently.

Thank you,

Cawana

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 7:37AM (GMT-05:00)
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Treasury #2020-04-062

Department of Treasury
FOIA Office
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, DC 20220

April 16, 2020

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

Copies of all responsive documents held by the Department of the Treasury regarding 
the effort to print President Donald Trump's name on the "Economic Impact Payment" 
checks sent to American taxpayers as part of CARES Act.

"Responsive documents" includes all internal memoranda, meeting minutes, and 
relevant correspondence.

When searching for correspondence please search the emails of the following 
Treasury Department employees for all correspondence containing the non-case- 
sensitive keyword "checks":

- Steven Mnuchin, Secretary of the Treasury
- Justin Muzinich, Deputy Secretary of the Treasury
- David Lebryk, Fiscal Assistant Secretary
- Timothy Gribben, Commissioner, Bureau of the Fiscal Service
- Jeff Schramek, Deputy Commissioner for Financial Services and Operations, Bureau 
of the Fiscal Service
- Steve Manning, Deputy Commissioner for Finance and Administration, Bureau of the 
Fiscal Service
- Mike Linder, Assistant Commissioner - Fiscal Accounting, Bureau of the Fiscal 
Service
- Charles P. Rettig, Commissioner of the Internal Revenue Service

The CARES Act was signed into law on March 27, 2020 and provides for relief 
payments of up to SI,200 for working Americans:

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/assistance-for-american-workers-and - 
families

It has been widely reported that, in a last-minute order, "President Donald J. 
Trump" will be added to the relief checks sent to millions of Americans, and that 
Treasury Department officials worked to pass the mandate down to the Internal 
Revenue Service:

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-denied-he-wanted-his-name-on - 
stimulus-checks-heres-how-it-happened/2020/04/15/df6272c8-7f35-Ilea-a3ee- 
13elae0a3571_story.html

https://apnews.com/8eafb90e92a676278a5644a2b72b734c

Please limit your search to records dated between March 15, 2020 and April 16, 
2020.

Please note that I am submitting this request under the Freedom of Information Act

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 7:37AM (GMT-05:00)
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only. I am NOT submitting this request under the Privacy Act. Please redact or 
withhold any records or information whose release would require a Privacy Act 
waiver.

For the purpose of assessing fees, please note that I am submitting this request in 
my capacity as a full-time journalist at Insider, Inc. in New York City.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this 
request is not being made for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the 
total charges in advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request 
filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look 
forward to receiving your response to this request within 20 business days, as the 
statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred): | (b)(6) "̂ requests.muckrock .com

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 91826
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being 
sent through MuckRock by the above in order to better track, share, and manage 
public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., with the 
requester’s name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests 
might be returned as undeliverable.
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) [(Huffington Post) F20107-0007

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
4/16/2020

Due Date:
5/14/2020

Case Summary:
Request for:
All records documenting deliberations over the decision to include the name of President 
Donald Trump on the checks provided to Americans as part of the economic stimulus 
designed to offset economic damages caused by the COVID-19 epidemic.

Time Frame:documents created from March 15, 2020 to April 15, 2020.

Requester limits the search to the following custodians:
IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig,
IRS Chief of Staff Lia Colbert and
IRS National Taxpayer Advocate Erin Collins.

Action Plan:
Search Memo to:
1. Office of the Commissioner- Commissioner and Chief of Staff
2. National Taxpayer Advocate Office

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/20/20
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: April 16, 2020___________

To: Case Batch EFF

Add ress/O rg a n izati o n: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/O rg a n izati o n: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 7 Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 4:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 15, 2020 04:10:07pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

HuffPost

Email

(b)(6) ghuffpost.com<mailto (b)(6) ghuffpost.com>

Request
Request ID

121091

Confirmation ID

120566

Request description

Please provide copies of all records documenting deliberations over the decision to include the name of 
President Donald Trump on the checks provided to Americans as part of the economic stimulus 
designed to offset economic damages caused by the COVID-19 epidemic. Please include within the 
scope of this request all emails, letters, memoranda, meetings summaries, as well as any other pertinent
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documentation recovered during searches for responsive records. Please limit the timeframe of the 
search to documents created from March 15, 2020 to April 15, 2020. For the purposes of this request, 
please limit the search to the following custodians: IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig, IRS Chief of Staff 
Lia Colbert and IRS National Taxpayer Advocate Erin Collins. If there is any confusion regarding this 
request, please don't hesitate to contact me directly. For reference, please also consult this news article 
from the Washington Post: 
https://www.washingtonpost.eom/politics/coming-to-your-1200-relief-check-donald-j-trumps-name/2020/0 
4/14/071016c2-7e82-11 ea-8013-1 b6da0e4a2b7_story.html

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a journalist, I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 pages. I agree 
to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this request in an amount not to exceed $200. 
However, please notify me prior to your incurring any expenses of that amount.

Willing to pay

200

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

As a member of the news media, I am requesting expedited processing of this FOIA request, as it 
concerns a matter of public urgency and is intended for dissemination by HuffPost to the general public.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
request_id

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjinel
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address_line2

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

121091

As a member of the news media, I am requesting expedited processing of this FOIA request, as it 
concerns a matter of public urgency and is intended for dissemination by HuffPost to the general public.

200
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yes

As a journalist, I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 pages. I agree 
to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this request in an amount not to exceed $200. 
However, please notify me prior to your incurring any expenses of that amount.

(b)(6)

media

Please provide copies of all records documenting deliberations over the decision to include the name of 
President Donald Trump on the checks provided to Americans as part of the economic stimulus 
designed to offset economic damages caused by the COVID-19 epidemic. Please include within the 
scope of this request all emails, letters, memoranda, meetings summaries, as well as any other pertinent 
documentation recovered during searches for responsive records. Please limit the timeframe of the 
search to documents created from March 15, 2020 to April 15, 2020. For the purposes of this request, 
please limit the search to the following custodians: IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig, IRS Chief of Staff 
Lia Colbert and IRS National Taxpayer Advocate Erin Collins. If there is any confusion regarding this 
request, please don't hesitate to contact me directly. For reference, please also consult this news article 
from the Washington Post: 
https://www.washingtonpost.eom/politics/coming-to-your-1200-relief-check-donald-j-trumps-name/2020/0 
4/14/071016c2-7e82-11ea-8013-1b6da0e4a2b7_story.html

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 6:23AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 121091

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 15, 2020 04:10:07pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country United States
Phone (b)(6)

Company/Organization HuffPost
Email (b)(6) zihuffpost.com

Request

Request ID 121091
Confirmation

120366

Please provide copies of all records documenting deliberations over the decision to 
include the name of President Donald Trump on the checks provided to Americans as 
part of the economic stimulus designed to offset economic damages caused by the 
COVID-19 epidemic. Please include within the scope of this request all emails, 
letters, memoranda, meetings summaries, as well as any other pertinent 
documentation recovered during searches for responsive records. Please limit the 

Request timeframe of the search to documents created from March 15, 2020 to April 15, 2020.
description For the purposes of this request, please limit the search to the following custodians:

IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig, IRS Chief of Staff Lia Colbert and IRS National 
Taxpayer Advocate Erin Collins. If there is any confusion regarding this request, 
please don't hesitate to contact me directly. For reference, please also consult this 
news article from the Washington Post:
https://www. washingtonpost, com/politics/coming-to-your-1200-relief-check-donald-j- 
trumps-name/2020/04/14/071016c2-7e82-11 ea- 8013-1 b6da0e4a2b7_story.html

Supporting documentation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 6:23AM (GMT-04:00)
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Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

media

yes
As a journalist, I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the

Explanation first 100 pages. I agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this 
request in an amount not to exceed $200. However, please notify me prior to your 
incurring any expenses of that amount.

Willing to pay 200

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

As a member of the news media, I am requesting expedited processing of this
Explanation FOIA request, as it concerns a matter of public urgency and is intended for 

dissemination by HuffPost to the general public.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 6:23AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) F20107-0006

Sensitive Case Criteria: Re qU e s te c | information regarding 
POTUS and hot topic item.

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
4/16/20

Due Date:
5/14/2020

Case Summary:
Request is for:

Any documents, memos, emails, faxes, or any other electronic transmission of President 
Donald Trump requesting his name placed on the 2020 Coronavrius stimulus payment or 
known as Economic Impact Payments.

Action Plan:
Search memo to Office of the Commissioner.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/21/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 5

S IR S
FAX TRANSMISSION

Cover Sheet
Date: April 16, 2020___________

To: Case Batch EFF__________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891-6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 7:30 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 15, 2020 07:30:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 5:09AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Email

(b)(6) ^gmail.com<mailto:| (b)(6) ggmail.com>

Request
Request ID

121191

Confirmation ID

120666

Request description

Looking for any documents, memos, emails,faxes,or any other electronic transmission of President 
Donald Trump requesting his name placed on the 2020 Coronavrius stimulus payment or known as 
Economic Impact Payments.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 5:09AM (GMT-05:00)
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other

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

Requesting fee waiver as there is information stating he asked his name to be placed in the payments, 
but when asked said didn't know anything about that information. Hoping information will help clarify the 
information.

Willing to pay

$100.00

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
request_id

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

addressjine l

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

email

expedited_processing

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

nam ejast

phone_number

request_category
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 5:09AM (GMT-05:00)
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request_description

121191

120666

(b)(6)

(b)(6) ggmail.com<mailto:crhenry2@gmail.com>

no

$100.00

yes

Requesting fee waiver as there is information stating he asked his name to be placed in the payments, 
but when asked said didn't know anything about that information. Hoping information will help clarify the 
information.

(b)(6)

other

Looking for any documents, memos, emails,faxes,or any other electronic transmission of President 
Donald Trump requesting his name placed on the 2020 Coronavrius stimulus payment or known as 
Economic Impact Payments.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 5:09AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 121191

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 15, 2020 07:30:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Email

Request

Request ID
Confirmation ID

Request 
description

121191
120666
Looking for any documents, memos, emails,faxes,or any other electronic 
transmission of President Donald Trump requesting his name placed on the 2020 
Coronavrius stimulus payment or known as Economic Impact Payments.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category 
ID 
Fee waiver

other

yes
Requesting fee waiver as there is information stating he asked his name to be

Explanation placed in the payments, but when asked said didn't know anything about that 
information. Hoping information will help clarify the information.

Willing to pay $100.00

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 9 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  5:09AM (G M T -0 5 :0 0 )



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: 
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-20411

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member of the News Media:The
Hill Newspaper

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 20, 2021

Due Date:
August 17, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks the calendar of IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig, from January 1,2020, 
through the date this request (July 20, 2021) is complied with. This list should include the 
person/group Mr. Rettig met with, the date he met with them and any other relevant 
information about the meeting.

Action Plan:
Plan to contact (via soft touch) the FFC of Office of the Chief of Staff to seek their input on the 

request. Then, BU Search Memo will be considered and approve sought through management 
chain prior to issuance.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
July 20, 2021
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: July 20, 2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 10:20 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 20, 2021 10:20:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/20/2021 11:39AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

The Hill newspaper/TheHill.com

Email

(b)(6) ^thehill.com<mailt(j <b)<6) ^ thehill.com>

Request
Request ID

238716

Confirmation ID

238191

Request description

I am requesting the calendar of IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig from January 1,2020 through the date 
this request is complied with. This list should include the person/group Mr. Rettig met with, the date he 
met with them and any other relevant information about the meeting. This is public information, accessed 
online or via FOIA. For example, this is the calendar of Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell. 
https://www.federalreserve.gov/foia/chairman-powell-calendar.htm Please let me know if you have any 
questions. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/20/2021 11:39AM (GMT-05:00>
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

Media request

Willing to pay 

50 dollars

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped it ed_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/20/2021 11:39AM (GMT-05:00)
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name first

namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

238716

238191

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

The Hill newspaper/TheHill.com

(b)(6) gthehill.com<mailto (b)(6) ^ thehill.com>

no

50 dollars

yes

Media request

(b)(6)

media

I am requesting the calendar of IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig from January 1,2020 through the date 
this request is complied with. This list should include the person/group Mr. Rettig met with, the date he 
met with them and any other relevant information about the meeting. This is public information, accessed 
online or via FOIA. For example, this is the calendar of Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell. 
https://www.federalreserve.gov/foia/chairman-powell-calendar.htm Please let me know if you have any 
questions. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/20/2021 11:39AM (GMT-05:00>
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FOIA Request 238716

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 20, 2021 10:20:02am ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

The Hill newspaper/! he Hill, com
(b)(6) iitliehill.com

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

238716

238191

Request 
description

I am requesting the calendar of IRS Commissioner Cherries Rettig from January 1, 
2020 through the date this request is complied with. This list should include the 
person'group Mr. Rettig met with, the date he met with them and any other relevant 
information about the meeting. This is public information, accessed online or via 
FOIA. For example, this is the calendar of Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell, 
httpsFAvww.federafreserve.gov/foia/chairman-powell-calendar.htm Please let me 
know if you have any questions. Thank you.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category II) 
Fee waiver
Explanation
Willing to pay

media

✓ves 
Media request
50 dollars

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/20/2021 11:39AM (GMT-05:00>
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/20/2021 11:39AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-00061

Sensitive Case Criteria: |pg Ex e c u tjv e  Memos or Emails

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 1,2020

Due Date:
October 30, 2020

Case Summary:
The request seeks memos or emails in the Office of the Commissioner that discuss "the 
impact on national taxpayer compliance" of reports that the President and his businesses paid 
little or no federal taxes and used questionable means to avoid or evade taxes, including the 
payment of and deduction of consulting fees to family members, and the abuse of overstated 
carryover losses.

Time frame: September 26, 2020 to the present (FOIA request dated: September 29, 2020).

Action Plan:
A search memo will be sent to the IRS Office of the Chief of Staff.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
October 13, 2020
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PAGE 1 OF 5
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: October 01,2020________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 10:10 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 29, 2020 10:10:03am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/01/2020 2:15PM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Email

(b)(6) feverizon.net<mailtc (b)(6) ® verizon.net>

Request
Request ID

161726

Confirmation ID

161201

Request description

A copy of memos or emails in the Office of the Commissioner that discussing the impact on national 
taxpayer compliance of reports that the President and his businesses paid little or no federal taxes and 
used questionable means to avoid or evade taxes, including the payment of and deduction of consulting 
fees to family members, and the abuse of overstated carryover losses. You may limit this request to the 
time frame September 26,2020 to the present.

Supporting documentation

Fees
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/01/2020 2:15PM (GMT-05:00)
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Request category ID

other

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay 

60

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

email

exped it ed_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

161726

161201
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/01/2020 2:15PM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6) ® verizon. net<mailto (b)(6) 5)verizon.net>

no

60

no

(b)(6)

other

A copy of memos or emails in the Office of the Commissioner that discussing the impact on national 
taxpayer compliance of reports that the President and his businesses paid little or no federal taxes and 
used questionable means to avoid or evade taxes, including the payment of and deduction of consulting 
fees to family members, and the abuse of overstated carryover losses. You may limit this request to the 
time frame September 26, 2020 to the present.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/01/2020 2:15PM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 161726

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 29, 2020 10:10:03am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

161726

161201

A copy of memos or emails in the Office o f the Commissioner that discussing the 
impact on national taxpayer compliance of reports that the President and his

Request 
description

businesses paid little or no federal taxes and used questionable means to avoid or 
evade taxes, including the payment of and deduction of consulting fees to family 
members, and the abuse of overstated cany over losses. You may limit this request 
to the time frame September 26, 2020 to the present.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

other
no
60

no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/01/2020 2:15PM (GMT-05:00)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
John Greenewald, Jr.

Case number:
F20045-0044

Sensitive Case Criteria:

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 14, 2020

Due Date:
March 16, 2020

Case Summary:
Requester is seeking a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, pertaining to the IRS position 
regarding Fortnite virtual currency along with the CHANGE regarding the position on Fortnite 
virtual currency.

Action Plan:
Contact business units to determine office responsible for the change in IRS position, then 
send a search memo the business unit to obtain any possible responsive records.

Submitted By:
Reinita House

Date:
February 14, 2020



2020-02-14 08:03 CST +18186537688

FOIA REQUEST

John Greenewald, Jr. 
Owner/Founder 
The Black Vault 

h tt D: //www .the bl a c kvau It

(b)(6) ^GREENEWALDXOM

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 
International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02 /1 4 /2 0 2 0  8:05AM (G M T-06:00)
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To whom it may concern,

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of 
the news media." I am a freelance television producer often working on 
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 
throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as well. 
Examples can be given, if needed.

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 
mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge.

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, pertaining to the 
IRS position regarding Fortnite virtual currency along with the CHANGE 
regarding the position on Fortnite virtual currency.

According to CNN:

Far months leading up to this tax season, a section of the IRS's 
website advised players of Fortnite, the popular online video 
game, that their use of in-game virtual currency could be subject 
to federal taxes.

The little-noticed provision, which dated back at least to October 
according to the cached version of an IRS webpage on 
Archive.org, appeared to mark the first time the agency has ruled 
on video game currencies, including Fortnite's V- 
bucks, purchased with real dollars. By applying the same policy to 
in-game money that it enforces on bitcoin, ether and other 
cryptocurrencies, the IRS guide seemed poised to affect millions 
of gamers — ar their parents.

But on Wednesday, the IRS scrubbed all mentions of the in-game 
currency from the webpage after questions from CNN and other 
outlets about the policy. Despite the sudden deletion, experts 
believe that transactions involving video game currencies will still 
need to be reported under a new question the IRS is including this 
year on tax forms. Just because the IRS deleted the language, they 
said, does not resolve questions about how the IRS plans to treat 
video game currencies.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02 /1 4 /2 0 2 0  8:05AM (G M T-06:00)
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I ask that you include all records pertaining to my request, which would include, 
but not be limited to, e-mails sent to/from pertinent parties, decision papers, 
memos, letters, etc. that pertain to the discussion of Fortnite and its virtual 
currency, along with the change in position, which resulted in the removal of 
Fortnite references on the IRS website.

PLEASE DO NOT PASSWORD PROTECT THE 
CD-ROM.

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your
response.

Sincerely,

John Greenewald, Jr. 
27305 W. Live Oak Rd. 
Suite #1203
Castaic, Ca. 91384 
FAX 1-818-659-7688

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02 /1 4 /2 0 2 0  8:05AM (G M T-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
________ (b)(6)________ American Bridge

Case number:
2021-01186

Sensitive Case Criteria: Na tjo n a | Political Implications

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 19, 2020

Due Date:
November 17, 2020

Case Summary:
The request seeks the IRS Congressional Correspondence Logs for the following (19) U.S. Senators (dates to search in 
parentheses).
Richard Shelby (January 3, 1987 - Present)
Lisa Murkowski (January 3, 2002 - Present)
John Boozman (January 3, 2011 - Present)
Marco Rubio (January 3, 2011 - Present)
Mike Crapo (January 3, 1999 - Present)
Todd Young (January 3, 2017 - Present)
Chuck Grassley (January 3, 1981 - Present)
Jerry Moran (January 3, 2011 - Present)
Rand Paul (January 3, 2011 - Present)
John Kennedy (January 3, 2017 - Present)
Roy Blunt (January 3, 2011 - Present)
John Hoeven (January 3, 2011 - Present)
Rob Portman (January 3, 2011 - Present)
James Lanford (January 3, 2015 - Present)
Tim Scott (January 3, 2013 - Present)
John Thune (January 3, 2005 - Present)
Mike Lee (January 3, 2011 - Present)
Ron Johnson (January 3, 2011 - Present)
Kelly Loeffler (January 6, 2020 - Present)

Action Plan:
A records search request memo will be prepared and sent to the IRS Office of Legislative 
Affairs.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
October 26, 2020
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Cover Sheet
Date: October 15, 2020________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 12:40 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted October 15, 2020 12:40:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/15/2020 1:45PM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

800 Maine Ave SW

Suite 400

City

Washington

State/Province

District of Columbia

Postal Code

20024

Country

United States

Company/Organization

American Bridge

Email

foia@americanbridge.org<mailto:foia@americanbridge.org>

Request
Request ID

165926

Confirmation ID

165401

Request description

Congressional And Governmental Correspondence Logs For Sitting Senators. I am requesting copies of 
the Congressional Correspondence logs that are maintained by the Internal Revenue Service that lists 
congressional and/or governmental correspondence between the IRS and the following Senators listed 
below (dates to search in parentheses). a€0 Richard Shelby (January 3 ,1 987-Present) a€0 Lisa 
Murkowski (January 3, 2002-Present) a€$ John Boozman (January 3, 2011 -Present) a€0 Marco Rubio 
(January 3, 2011-Present) a€0 Mike Crapo (January 3 ,1 999-Present) a€$ Todd Young (January 3, 
2017-Present) a€£ Chuck Grassley (January 3,1981 -Present) a€0 Jerry Moran (January 3, 
2011 -Present) a€£ Rand Paul (January 3, 2011 -Present) a€$ John Kennedy (January 3, 2017-Present)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/15/2020 1:45PM (GMT-05:00)
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a€0 Roy Blunt (January 3, 2011-Present) a€0 John Hoeven (January 3, 2011-Present) a€^ Rob Portman 
(January 3, 2011-Present) a€^ James Lanford (January 3, 2015-Present) a€0 Tim Scott (January 3, 
2013-Present) a€^ John Thune (January 3, 2005-Present) a€0 Mike Lee (January 3, 2011-Present) a€0 
Ron Johnson (January 3, 2011 -Present) a€0 Kelly Loeffler (January 6, 2020-Present)

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped it ed_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

request_category
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/15/2020 1:45PM (GMT-05:00)
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request_description

165926

165401

Washington

United States

800 Maine Ave SW

Suite 400

District of Columbia

20024

American Bridge

foia@americanbridge.org<mailto:foia@americanbridge.org>

no

no

(b)(6)

media

Congressional And Governmental Correspondence Logs For Sitting Senators. I am requesting copies of 
the Congressional Correspondence logs that are maintained by the Internal Revenue Service that lists 
congressional and/or governmental correspondence between the IRS and the following Senators listed 
below (dates to search in parentheses). a€0 Richard Shelby (January 3 ,1 987-Present) a€0 Lisa 
Murkowski (January 3, 2002-Present) a€0 John Boozman (January 3, 2011 -Present) a€0 Marco Rubio 
(January 3, 2011-Present) a€0 Mike Crapo (January 3 ,1 999-Present) a€0 Todd Young (January 3, 
2017-Present) a€0 Chuck Grassley (January 3,1981 -Present) a€0 Jerry Moran (January 3, 
2011 -Present) a€0 Rand Paul (January 3, 2011 -Present) a€0 John Kennedy (January 3, 2017-Present) 
a€0 Roy Blunt (January 3,2011 -Present) a€0 John Hoeven (January 3, 2011 -Present) a€0 Rob Portman 
(January 3, 2011 -Present) a€0 James Lanford (January 3, 2015-Present) a€^ Tim Scott (January 3, 
2013-Present) a€$ John Thune (January 3, 2005-Present) a€0 Mike Lee (January 3, 2011 -Present) a€c 
Ron Johnson (January 3, 2011 -Present) a€0 Kelly Loeffler (January 6, 2020-Present)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/15/2020 1:45PM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 165926

The following list contains the entire submission submitted October 15. 2020 12:40:02pm ET. and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

800 Maine Ave SW
Suite 400
Washington
District of Columbia
20024
United States
American Bridge
foiafffianicricanbridge.org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
II)

165926

165401

Congressional And Governmental Correspondence Logs For Sitting Senators. I am 
requesting copies of the Congressional Correspondence logs that are maintained by 
the Internal Revenue Service that lists congressional and'or governmental 
correspondence between the IRS and the following Senators listed below' (dates to 
search in parentheses). • Richard Shelby (January 3. 1987-Present) • Lisa Murkowski 
(January 3. 2002-Present) • John Boozman (January 3, 2011-Present) • Marco Rubio

Request 
description

(January 3, 2011-Present) • Mike Crapo (January 3, 1999-Present) • Todd Young 
(January' 3, 2017-Prcscnt) • Chuck Grassley (Januaty 3, 1981-Present) • Jerry Moran 
(January 3. 2011-Present) ♦ Rand Paul (January 3,2011-Present) ♦ John Kennedy 
(January 3, 2017-Present) • Roy Blunt (January 3, 2011-Present) • John Hoeven 
(January' 3, 2011-Present) • Rob Portman (January 3, 2011-Present) • James I Binford 
(January 3. 2015-Present) • Tim Scott (January 3. 2013-Present) • John Thune 
(January 3, 2005-Present) ♦ Mike Lee (January 3,2011-Present) ♦ Ron Johnson 
(January 3,2011-Present) • Kelly Loeffler (January' 6, 2020-Present)

Supporting documentation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/15/2020 1:45PM (GMT-05:00)
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Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

m edia

no

no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/15/2020 1:45PM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_________ (b)(6)_________ F19056-0010

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
2/22/19

Due Date:
6/13/19

Case Summary:
Any records, including emails, not in memo form, that were transmitted from the Office of Chief 
Counsel to program managers interpreting provisions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.
From 12/22/17 to 2/22/19

Fee Waiver approved, Search Memo sent to Counsel on 3/11/19

Action Plan:
This case is being discussed by counsel for a plan of action. Counsel will be contacting me 
when this is established.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/11/19
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F e b ru a ry  22, 2019

IRS FO IA  R equest
HQ FO IA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
A tla n ta , GA 30362-3006

By facsim ile: 877-807-6035-

FOIA REQUEST
Fee waiver requested

D ear FO IA  Officer:

I w rite  on b e h a lf  of T ax  A nalysts , a non-profit p u b lish e r o f new s reg a rd in g  
ta x a tio n  issues. P u rsu a n t to th e  Freedom  of In fo rm atio n  Act (“FO IA ”), 5 U .S.C. § 
552, T ax  A n a ly sts  hereb y  re q u e s ts  access, for pu rp o ses  of in spec tion  and  copying, to 
th e  following records:

A ny records, inc lud ing  em ails, no t in  m em orandum  form th a t  w ere  tra n sm itte d  
from  th e  Office of C hief C ounsel to  p rog ram  m an ag e rs  in te rp re tin g  provisions of the  
T ax C u ts and  Jobs A ct (TCJA).

T he tim e  fram e covered by th is  re q u e s t is D ecem ber 22, 2017 to  F e b ru a ry  22, 2019.

F o r p u rp o se s  o f th is  re q u e s t, th e  fo llow ing e x p la n a tio n s  m a y  be h e lp fu l:

1. T he  re q u e s t  in c lu d e s  Office of the Chief Counsel (“OCC”) analysis and 
determinations, the results o f which may have later been made public through 
FAQs, fact sheets, tax forms, instructions, or other IRS publications. As 
refe renced  on page 45 of th e  a tta c h e d  N a tio n a l T ax p ay er A dvocate’s 2018 
A n n u a l R eport to  C ongress, p rog ram  m a n ag e rs  include those  lis ted  a t 
http://ccintranet.prod.irscoun$el.treas.gov/OrgStrat/Offices/PA/CCA%20Check/FI 
ELD%20VS%20HQ.htm. To the extent that OCC’s conclusions have been made 
public in some form, this request covers the portions o f any records that provide 
OCC’s legal analysis that supports any such conclusions.1

1 Reference is made here to pp. 39-40 and n. 32 of the National Taxpayer Advocate 
report, which noted that after die TCJA was enacted, “IRS program managers and other

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 2 /22 /201 9  4:03PM (GM T-05:00)
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2

2. The phrase “not in m em orandum  form ” should be considered in the 
context o f  the Service's statem ent in that report o f the N ational Taxpayer 
Advocate (p. 45, Answ er A5) w hen the Service stated that OCC would 
release advice that is “in  m em orandum  form ” and that otherwise meets 
the standards for disclosure “ announced by the circuit court in  Tax 
Analysts v. IRS, 294 F.3d 71 (D.C. Cir. 2002), and as applied by the 
district court in Tax Analysts v. IRS, 483 F. Supp. 2d 8 (D.D.C. 2007).” 
This request covers records that m eet the latter ha lf o f  the quoted 
description, but are not in w hat w as m eant w hen the Service used the 
phrase “in  m em orandum  form .”

3. This request includes advice provided to program  m anagers even if the 
program  m anager or another IRS official did not request that the advice 
be released.

4. The Procedure and Adm inistration division o f  the IRS Office o f  Associate 
C h ief Counsel m ay be a pertinent office to address prelim inary inquiries 
surrounding this request.

W e hereby ask that you waive any applicable fees, as has routinely occurred 
in prior situations where Tax Analysts has requested records under the FOIA. 
Release o f  the inform ation is in the public interest because it will contribute 
significantly to public understanding o f  IRS operations and activities. Taxpayers 
have a significant interest in understanding what, i f  anything, are the IRS’s legal 
interpretations o f  provisions o f  the TCJA.

Tax Analysts is a representative o f  the news m edia w ithin the m eaning o f  the 
FO IA and is thus required to pay for the direct cost o f  duplication after the first 100 
pages and is w illing to pay that sum up to $25 i f  need be. Through this request, Tax 
Analysts is gathering inform ation on a m atter o f  public interest, nam ely, IRS 
procedures and guidance on determ inations under the Internal Revenue Code. The 
records covered by  this request are being sought for dissem ination to the general 
public, both in  w ritten and electronic form , through Tax Notes, Tax N otes Today, 
W orldwide Tax Daily, and possibly other periodicals published by T ax Analysts.

Should the IRS determ ine that any portion o f  the requested records may be

headquarters employees asked the OCC to make ‘ calls’ about what the new' law required,” so 
that form, instructions and publications could be updated. The National Taxpayer Advocate 
noted that some o f  the conclusion provided in this fashion may have been made public, but not 
the “underlying analysis” that supported that conclusion.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 2 /2 2 /2 0 1 9  4:03PM  (G M T -0 5 :0 0 )
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withheld, we request that the reasonably segregable portions be made public.

Conclusion.

Tax Analysts has filed a number of FOIA requests with the IRS over the 
years, and we are always willing to discuss ways to streamline or facilitate your 
processing of a request. We have found that handling these issues via telephone 
and e-mail can be mutually beneficial, and we would thus be grateful if you could 
please communicate with me by phone or e-mail if you have any questions or 
comments.

Thank you for your assistance, and I look forward to hearing from you.

Senior Legal Reporter, Worldwide Tax Daily 
400 S Maple Ave, Suite 400
Falls Church VA, 22046

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 2 /22 /201 9  4:03PM (G M T-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
Nate Jones (Washington Post)

Case number:
F20107-0004

Sensitive Case Criteria:

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
4/16/20

Due Date:
5/14/20

Case Summary:
Request for:

All records, including memoranda and email, from March 28, 2020 until April 14, 2020 about 
the decision place Donald Trump signature on the CARES Act's economic impact payment 
checks.

Requested employees or business units to be searched:

The Office of the Commissioner
Office of Information Technology
The Office of Chief Counsel

Action Plan:
Search Memo to business units named above.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/21/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Date: April 16, 2020___________

FAX TRANSMISSION
Cover Sheet

S IR S

To: Case Batch EFF__________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Griffin John H______________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_______________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2978

Number of pages: 10 Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 5:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 15, 2020 05:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )



04/16/2020 5:10:52 AM -0500 IRS PAGE 2 OF 10

Nate

Last name

Jones

Mailing Address

1301 K S tN W

City

WASHINGTON

State/Province

DC

Postal Code

20071

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

The Washington Post

Email

(b)(6) i)washpost.com<mailto (b)(6) gwashpost.com>

Request
Request ID

121141

Confirmation ID

120616

Request description

All records, including memoranda and email, from March 28, 2020 until April 14, 2020 about the decision 
place Donald Trump signature on the CARES Acta€™s economic impact payment checks. You may 
omit any news report from your search. Please search the files and emails of: The Office of the 
Commissioner of the IRS The Internal Revenue Servicea€™s technology team And the Office or the IRS 
General Counsel

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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Supporting documentation 
Additional Information

20200415IRSnj.docx

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a representative of the news media, The Washington Post qualifies for news media fee status under 
5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(lI) and, therefore, may not be charged search and review fees. (See National 
Security Archive v. U.S. Department of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert denied, 110 S Ct. 
1478 (1990)). This request is made as part of a scholarly and news research project that is intended for 
publication and is not for commercial use. For details on the Posta€™s news reporting activities please 
see our website at www.washingtonpost.com<http://www.washingtonpost.com>. As you know, 5 U.S.C. 
A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(viii)(l) prohibits agencies from charging news media organizations duplication fees if the 
agency does not meet its twenty working day time limit (thirty working days for a€oeunusuala€ 
requests). Additionally, because this information will be used by the Washington Post for the preparation 
of news articles that will be broadly disseminated to the general public, it will contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the 
Posta€™s commercial interest. As such, please grant a fee waiver for any remaining fees incurred. 
Please notify me before incurring any cost over $100.

Willing to pay

100

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

This request qualifies for expedited processing because: 1) knowledge of a possible delay of providing 
economic impact checks due to a delay caused by adding a political figurea€™s signature is a matter of 
current exigency to the American public; 2) delay in releasing information about a possible delay of 
providing economic impact checks due to a delay caused by adding a political figurea€™s signature will 
compromise the recognized public interest in being informed of federal government oversight 
mechanisms; 3) the actions of the Internal Revenue Service in providing Americans with economic 
impact checks is clearly federal government activity; and 4) there are credible claims, including by the 
House Ways and Means Committee, that aspects of the governmenta€™s activity creating a possible 
delay in providing economic impact checks by adding a political figurea€™s signature is improper. I 
certify that this information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. (See Al-Fayed v. C.I.A., 254 
F.3d 300, 310 (D.C. Cir. 2001); Bloomberg, L.P. v. U.S. Food & Drug Admin., 500 F.Supp.2d 371,378 
(S.D.N.Y. 2007).

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
request_id

confirmation id

address_city

address_country

addressjine l

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

attachments_supporting_documentation

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

nam ejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

121141

120616

WASHINGTON

United States

1301 K S tN W

DC

20071

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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20200415IRSnj.docx

The Washington Post

(b)(6) ^washpost.com<mailto| (b)(6) gwashpost.com>

yes

This request qualifies for expedited processing because: 1) knowledge of a possible delay of providing 
economic impact checks due to a delay caused by adding a political figurea€™s signature is a matter of 
current exigency to the American public; 2) delay in releasing information about a possible delay of 
providing economic impact checks due to a delay caused by adding a political figurea€™s signature will 
compromise the recognized public interest in being informed of federal government oversight 
mechanisms; 3) the actions of the Internal Revenue Service in providing Americans with economic 
impact checks is clearly federal government activity; and 4) there are credible claims, including by the 
House Ways and Means Committee, that aspects of the governmenta€™s activity creating a possible 
delay in providing economic impact checks by adding a political figurea€™s signature is improper. I 
certify that this information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. (See Al-Fayed v. C.I.A., 254 
F.3d 300, 310 (D.C. Cir. 2001); Bloomberg, L.P. v. U.S. Food & Drug Admin., 500 F.Supp.2d 371,378 
(S.D.N.Y. 2007).

100

yes

As a representative of the news media, The Washington Post qualifies for news media fee status under 
5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(ll) and, therefore, may not be charged search and review fees. (See National 
Security Archive v. U.S. Department of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert denied, 110 S Ct. 
1478 (1990)). This request is made as part of a scholarly and news research project that is intended for 
publication and is not for commercial use. For details on the Posta€™s news reporting activities please 
see our website at www.washingtonpost.com<http://www.washingtonpost.com>. As you know, 5 U.S.C. 
A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(viii)(l) prohibits agencies from charging news media organizations duplication fees if the 
agency does not meet its twenty working day time limit (thirty working days for a€ceunusuala€ 
requests). Additionally, because this information will be used by the Washington Post for the preparation 
of news articles that will be broadly disseminated to the general public, it will contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the 
Posta€™s commercial interest. As such, please grant a fee waiver for any remaining fees incurred. 
Please notify me before incurring any cost over $100.

Nate

Jones

(b)(6)

media

All records, including memoranda and email, from March 28, 2020 until April 14, 2020 about the decision 
place Donald Trump signature on the CARES Acta€™s economic impact payment checks. You may 
omit any news report from your search. Please search the files and emails of: The Office of the 
Commissioner of the IRS The Internal Revenue Servicea€™s technology team And the Office or the IRS 
General Counsel
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1301 K STREET. N.W.
WASHINGTON. DC. 20071-7403

April 1, 52020

VIA ONLINE FORM

Re: EXPEDITED FOIA Request for documents about addition of Donald 
Trump’s signature to economic impact checks.

Dear Information Officer:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), I hereby request the 
following:

All records, including memoranda and email, from March 28, 2020 until 
April 14, 2020 about the decision place Donald Trump signature on the 
CARES A c t’s economic impact payment checks.

You may omit any news report from your search.

Please search the files and emails of:

The Office o f  the Commissioner o f  the IRS
The Internal Revenue Service’s technology team
And the Office or the IRS General Counsel

I am a representative of the Washington Post, a news media organization 
primarily engaged in the dissemination of infonnation that is urgently 
needed to inform the public of actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity.

This request qualifies for expedited processing because:
1) knowledge of a possible delay of providing economic impact checks due 
to a delay caused by adding a political figure’s signature is a matter of 
current exigency to the American public;
2) delay in releasing infonnation about a possible delay of providing 
economic impact checks due to a delay caused by adding a political figure’s

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (GM T-04:00)
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signature will compromise the recognized public interest in being infonned 
of federal government oversight mechanisms;
3) the actions of the Internal Revenue Service in providing Americans with 
economic impact checks is clearly federal government activity; and
4) there are credible claims, including by the House Ways and Means 
Committee, that aspects of the government’s activity creating a possible 
delay in providing economic impact checks by adding a political figure’s 
signature is improper.
I certify that this information is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. (See Al-Fayedv. C.I.A., 254 F.3d 300, 310 (D.C. Cir. 2001); 
Bloomberg, L.P. v. U.S. Food & Drug Admin., 500 F.Supp.2d 3 71, 3 78 
(S.D.N.Y. 2007).

If you regard these documents as potentially exempt from the FOIA’s 
disclosure requirements, I request that you nonetheless exercise your 
discretion to disclose them. As the FOIA requires under 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(8). please release all segregable, non-exempt portions of 
documents. To permit me to reach an intelligent and informed decision 
whether to file an administrative appeal of any denied material, please 
describe any withheld records (or portions thereof) and explain the basis for 
your exemption claims.

As required by the statute, please review whether there is any foreseeable 
harm from disclosing the requested records, or if any potential harm would 
be limited in comparison to the public interest in disclosure. As required by 
5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8), please release all such information, even if it 
technically may fall under a FOIA exemption.

As a representative of the news media, The Washington Post qualifies for 
news media fee status under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II) and, therefore, 
may not be charged search and review fees. (See National Security Archive 
v. U.S. Department o f Defense, 880 F.2d 13 81 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert denied. 
110 S Ct. 1478 (1990)). This request is made as part of a scholarly and news 
research project that is intended for publication and is not for commercial 
use. For details on the Post’s news reporting activities please see our 
website at www.washingtonpost.com.

As you know, 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(viii)(I) prohibits agencies from 
charging news media organizations duplication fees if the agency does not

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 6:18AM (GMT-04:00)
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meet its twenty working day time limit (thirty working days for “unusual” 
requests).

Additionally, because this information will be used by the Washington Post 
for the preparation of news articles that will be broadly disseminated to the 
general public, it will contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the Post’s 
commercial interest. As such, please grant a fee waiver for any remaining 
fees incurred.

Please notify me before incurring any cost over $100.

To expedite the release of the requested documents, please disclose them on 
an interim basis in electronic format as they become available to you, 
without waiting until all the documents have been processed. If you have 
any questions regarding my request, including its scope, please contact me 
at| (b)(6) ^ washpost.com

Sincerely, 
/S/
Nate Jones

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (GM T-04:00)
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FOIA Request 121141

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 15, 2020 05:10:02pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name

M ailing Address

City

State/Province

Postal Code

Country

Phone

Company /Organization

Email

Nate
Jones
1301 K St NW
WASHINGTON
DC
20071
United States

(b)(6)

rhe Washington Post
(b)(6) Swash post, com

Request

Confinnation ID 120616
Request ID 121141

Request 
description

All records, including memoranda and email, from March 28. 2020 until April 14, 
2020 about the decision place Donald Trump signature on the CARES Act’s 
economic impact payment checks. You may omit any news report from your 
search. Please search the files and emails of: The Office of the Commissioner of 
the IRS The Internal Revenue Service’s technology team .And the Office or the IRS 
General Counsel

Supporting documentation

Additional Information 20200415IRSnj.docx

Fees

Request 
category7 ID

media

Fee waiver yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 6:18AM (GMT-04:00)
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As a representative of the news media, The Washington Post qualifies for news media 
fee status under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II) and, therefore, may not be charged 
search and review fees. (See National Security Archive v. U.S. Department of Defense, 
880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert denied, 110 S Ct. 1478 (1990)). This request is 
made as part of a scholarly and news research project that is intended for publication 
and is not for commercial use. For details on the Post’s news reporting activities please 
see our website at www.washingtonpost.com. As you know, 5 U.S.C. §

Explanation 552(a)(4)(A)(viii)(I) prohibits agencies from charging news media organizations 
duplication fees if the agency does not meet its twenty working day time limit (thirty 
working days for “unusual” requests). Additionally, because this information will be 
used by the Washington Post for the preparation of news articles that will be broadly 
disseminated to the general public, it will contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in 
the Post’s commercial interest. As such, please grant a fee waiver for any remaining 
fees incurred. Please notify me before incurring any cost over SI00.

Willing to 
pay 100

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

This request qualifies for expedited processing because: 1) knowledge of a possible 
delay of providing economic impact checks due to a delay caused by adding a political 
figure’s signature is a matter of current exigency to the American public; 2) delay in 
releasing information about a possible delay of providing economic impact checks due 
to a delay caused by adding a political figure's signature will compromise the 
recognized public interest in being informed of federal government oversight

Explanation mechanisms; 3) the actions of the Internal Revenue Service in providing Americans 
with economic impact checks is clearly federal government activity; and 4) there are 
credible claims, including by the House Ways and Means Committee, that aspects of 
the government’s activity creating a possible delay in providing economic impact 
checks by adding a political figure’s signature is improper. I certify that this 
information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. (See Al-Fayed v. C.I. A., 
254 F.3d 300, 310 (D.C. Cir. 2001); Bloomberg, L.P. v. U.S. Food & Drug Admin., 
500 F.Supp.2d 371. 378 (S.D.N.Y. 2007).

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 6:18AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) (BuzzFeed News) F20107-0005

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
4/16/20

Due Date:
5/14/20

Case Summary:
Request for:

Emails, text messages, memos, directives, letters, talking points, legal guidance and legal opinions, mentioning or referring to 
discussions between IRS and Treasury officials and President Trump and the Executive Office of the President that relate to 
the president's signature, in any form, appearing on stimulus checks the Internal Revenue Service is sending to Americans.

Time Frame: April 1,2020 to April 16, 2020/

Requested employees or business units to be searched:

Office of the Commissioner: Charles Rettig and Lia Colbert
Office of Chief Counsel: Michael Desmond
National Taxpayer Advocate: Erin Collins
Communication and Liason: Terry Lemons
Deputy Commissioner, Service and Enforcement: Sunita Lough, Carol Campbell
Deputy Commissioner, Operations Support: Jeffery Tribiano, Liz Dugger
Information Technology- Nancy Sieger
Chief Financial Officer: Ursula Gillis

Action Plan:
Search memo to business units names above.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/21/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Date: April 16, 2020___________

FAX TRANSMISSION
Cover Sheet

S IR S

To: Case Batch EFF__________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Griffin John H______________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_______________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2978

Number of pages: 8 Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 5:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 15, 2020 05:00:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

BuzzFeed News

Email

(b)(6) ^gmail.com<mailto (b)(6) @gmail.com>

Request
Request ID

121136

Confirmation ID

120611

Request description

I request disclosure from the Internal Revenue Service the following records: 1. Emails, text messages, 
memos, directives, letters, talking points, legal guidance and legal opinions, mentioning or referring to 
discussions between IRS and Treasury officials and President Trump and the Executive Office of the 
President that relate to the president's signature, in any form, appearing on stimulus checks the Internal 
Revenue Service is sending to Americans. The timeframe for this search is April 1,2020 through the 
date the search for responsive records is conducted. Please omit news clippings. Please search the 
following individuals and their immediate aides and deputies for responsive records. Charles Rettig, Lia

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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Colbert, Terry Lemons, Erin M. Collins, Michael Desmond, Ursula Gillis, Nancy Sieger, Robin D. Bailey, 
Jr., Jeff Tribiano, Sunita Lough, Liz Dugger, Carol A. Campbell Reasonably Foreseeable Harm. The 
FOIA Improvement Act of 2016 amended the FOIA as follows (5 USC 552(a)(8)): (A) An agency shalla€" 
(i) withhold information under this section only ifa€” (I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure 
would harm an interest protected by an exemption described in subsection (b); or (II) disclosure is 
prohibited by law; and (ii) (I) consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible whenever the 
agency determines that a full disclosure of a requested record is not possible; and (II) take reasonable 
steps necessary to segregate and release nonexempt information. . . . IRS should not fail to comply with 
this mandatory part of the FOIA as recently amended by Congress. The Agency is required to identify 
what reasonably foreseeable harm would flow from release of the information withheld, nor did it consider 
a partial disclosure of the information, taking reasonable steps to segregate and release nonexempt 
information.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am the senior investigative reporter for BuzzFeed News and formerly senior investigative reporter and 
on-air correspondent for VICE News. Additionally, my reporting has been published in The Guardian, 
The Wall Street Journal, The Financial Times, Salon, CBS Marketwatch, The Los Angeles Times, The 
Nation, Truthout, Al Jazeera English and Al Jazeera America. I request a complete waiver of all search 
and duplication fees. If my request for a waiver js  denied, I request that I be considered a member of the 
news media for fee purposes. Under 5 U.S.C. A§552(a)(4)(A)(iii), a€oeDocuments shall be furnished 
without any charge ... if disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in the commercial interest of the requester.a€ Disclosure in this case meets the statutory 
criteria, as the records sought detail the operations and activities of government. This request is also not 
primarily in my commercial request, as I am seeking the records as a journalist to analyze and freely 
release to members of the public. If I am not granted a complete fee waiver, I request to be considered a 
member of the news media for fee purposes. I am willing to pay all reasonable duplication expenses 
incurred in processing this FOIA request. I will appeal any denial of my request for a waiver 
administratively and to the courts if necessary. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions concerning this request. Thank you. I appreciate your time and attention to this matter.-

Willing to pay

$25

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
request_id

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjine l

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

name_last 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

121136

120611

(b)(6)

United States

BuzzFeed News

(b)(6) §gmail.com<mailto (b)(6) @gmail.com>

no
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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$25

yes

I am the senior investigative reporter for BuzzFeed News and formerly senior investigative reporter and 
on-air correspondent for VICE News. Additionally, my reporting has been published in The Guardian, 
The Wall Street Journal, The Financial Times, Salon, CBS Marketwatch, The Los Angeles Times, The 
Nation, Truthout, Al Jazeera English and Al Jazeera America. I request a complete waiver of all search 
and duplication fees. If my request for a waiver is denied, I request that I be considered a member of the 
news media for fee purposes. Under 5 U.S.C. A§552(a)(4)(A)(iii), a€oeDocuments shall be furnished 
without any charge ... if disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in the commercial interest of the requester.a€ Disclosure in this case meets the statutory 
criteria, as the records sought detail the operations and activities of government. This request is also not 
primarily in my commercial request, as I am seeking the records as a journalist to analyze and freely 
release to members of the public. If I am not granted a complete fee waiver, I request to be considered a 
member of the news media for fee purposes. I am willing to pay all reasonable duplication expenses 
incurred in processing this FOIA request. I will appeal any denial of my request for a waiver 
administratively and to the courts if necessary. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions concerning this request. Thank you. I appreciate your time and attention to this m atter.-

(b)(6)

media

I request disclosure from the Internal Revenue Service the following records: 1. Emails, text messages, 
memos, directives, letters, talking points, legal guidance and legal opinions, mentioning or referring to 
discussions between IRS and Treasury officials and President Trump and the Executive Office of the 
President that relate to the president's signature, in any form, appearing on stimulus checks the Internal 
Revenue Service is sending to Americans. The timeframe for this search is April 1,2020 through the 
date the search for responsive records is conducted. Please omit news clippings. Please search the 
following individuals and their immediate aides and deputies for responsive records. Charles Rettig, Lia 
Colbert, Terry Lemons, Erin M. Collins, Michael Desmond, Ursula Gillis, Nancy Sieger, Robin D. Bailey, 
Jr., Jeff Tribiano, Sunita Lough, Liz Dugger, Carol A. Campbell Reasonably Foreseeable Harm. The 
FOIA Improvement Act of 2016 amended the FOIA as follows (5 USC 552(a)(8)): (A) An agency shalla€” 
(i) withhold information under this section only ifa€” (I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure 
would harm an interest protected by an exemption described in subsection (b); or (II) disclosure is 
prohibited by law; and (ii) (I) consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible whenever the 
agency determines that a full disclosure of a requested record is not possible; and (II) take reasonable 
steps necessary to segregate and release nonexempt information. . . .  IRS should not fail to comply with 
this mandatory part of the FOIA as recently amended by Congress. The Agency is required to identify 
what reasonably foreseeable harm would flow from release of the information withheld, nor did it consider 
a partial disclosure of the information, taking reasonable steps to segregate and release nonexempt 
information.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /1 6 /2 0 2 0  6:18AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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FOIA Request 121136

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 15, 2020 05:00:02pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company /Organization
Email

Request

Request ID 121136
Confirmation 120611

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0h/16/2020 6:18AM (GMT-0h:00)
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Request 
description

I request disclosure from the Internal Revenue Service the following records: 1. 
Emails, text messages, memos, directives, letters, talking points, legal guidance and 
legal opinions, mentioning or referring to discussions between IRS and Treasury 
officials and President Trump and the Executive Office of the President that relate to 
the president's signature, in any form, appearing on stimulus checks the Internal 
Revenue Service is sending to Americans. The timeframe for this search is April 1, 
2020 through the date the search for responsive records is conducted. Please omit 
news clippings. Please search the following individuals and their immediate aides and 
deputies for responsive records. Charles Rettig, Lia Colbert, Terry Lemons, Erin M. 
Collins, Michael Desmond, Ursula Gillis, Nancy Sieger, Robin D. Bailey, Jr.. Jeff 
Tribiano. Sunita Lough. Liz Dugger, Carol A. Campbell Reasonably Foreseeable 
Harm. The FOIA Improvement Act of 2016 amended the FOIA as follows (5 USC 
552(a)(8)): (A) An agency shall— (i) withhold information under this section only 
if— (I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest 
protected by an exemption described in subsection (b); or (II) disclosure is prohibited 
by law; and (ii) (I) consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible 
whenever the agency determines that a full disclosure of a requested record is not 
possible; and (II) take reasonable steps necessary to segregate and release nonexempt 
information.. . .  IRS should not fail to comply with this mandatory- part of the FOIA 
as recently amended by Congress. The Agency is required to identify what reasonably 
foreseeable harm would flow from release of the information withheld, nor did it 
consider a partial disclosure of the information, taking reasonable steps to segregate 
and release nonexempt information.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request
category II) media

Fee waiver yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 6:18AM (GMT-04:00)
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I am the senior investigative reporter for BuzzFeed News and formerly senior 
investigative reporter and on-air correspondent for VICE News. Additionally, my 
reporting has been published in The Guardian. The Wall Street Journal, The Financial

Explanation

Times, Salon, CBS Marketwatch, The Los Angeles Times, The Nation, Truthout, Al 
Jazeera English and Al Jazeera America. I request a complete waiver of all search and 
duplication fees. If my request for a waiver is denied, I request that I be considered a 
member of the news media for fee purposes. Under 5 U.S.C. §5 52(a)(4)(A)(iii), 
“Documents shall be furnished without any charge ... if disclosure of the information is 
in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in 
the commercial interest of the requester.” Disclosure in this case meets the statutory 
criteria, as the records sought detail the operations and activities of government. This 
request is also not primarily in my commercial request, as I am seeking the records as a 
journalist to analyze and freely release to members of the public. If I am not granted a 
complete fee waiver. I request to be considered a member of the news media for fee 
purposes. I am willing to pay all reasonable duplication expenses incurred in 
processing this FOIA request. I will appeal any denial of my request for a waiver 
administratively and to the courts if necessary. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions concerning this request. Thank you. I appreciate your time and 
attention to this matter.--

Willing to 
pay S25

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/16/2020 6:18AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) (American Oversight) F20111-0024

Sensitive Case Criteria: S t i m u |u s  C h e c k s

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
4/20/20

Due Date:
5/18/20

Case Summary:
Request for:
All email communications (including emails, email attachments, complete email chains, and calendar invitations) sent by any of 
the officials specified below containing any of the following terms: 
i. signature 
ii. president 
iii. POTUS
iv. Trump 
v. delay 
vi. redesign 
vii. design 
viii. check
ix. "Economic Impact Payment" 
x. EIP

Time Frame: March 25, 2020, through April 17, 2020

Requested employee accounts to be searched: 
The Office of the Commissioner - Commissioner 
The Office of Chief Counsel- Michael Desmond 
*or those communicating on their behalf

Action Plan:
Assess whether request is reasonably described and if so send search memo to business units 
listed above. If not, work to rescope or close request as imperfect.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/22/20



04/20/2020 6:40:04 AM -0400 IRS PAGE 1 OF 11

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Date: April 20, 2020___________

FAX TRANSMISSION
Cover Sheet

S IR S

To: HQ FOIA EFF_________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J____________________________________

Address/Organization:_____________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 11 Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 6:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 17, 2020 06:00:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

1030 15th Avenue

City

Washington D.C.

State/Province

D.C.

Postal Code

20005

Country

United States

Phone

(202) 869-5246

Company/Organization

American Oversight

Email

foia@americanoversight.org<mailto:foia@americanoversight.org>

Request
Request ID

121761

Confirmation ID

121236

Request description

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0965).

Supporting documentation
Additional Information

TREAS-20-0965.pdf
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 0 /2 0 2 0  6:44AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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Fees
Request category ID

other

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0965).

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

Additional information 
fee_amount_willing

0

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjine l

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

attachments_supporting_documentation

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 0 /2 0 2 0  6:44AM (G M T -04 :00 )
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name_first

nam ejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

121761

121236

Washington D.C.

United States

1030 15th Avenue

D.C.

20005

TREAS-20-0965.pdf

American Oversight

foia@americanoversight.org<mailto:foia@americanoversight.org> 

no

0

yes

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0965).

(b)(6)

(202) 869-5246

other

Please see attached (TREAS-20-0965).
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AMERICAN
^OVERSIGHT

April 17, 2020

VIA EMAIL AND FOIA ONLINE

FOIA/PA Request
FOIA and Transparency
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D.C. 20220
treasfoia@treasury.gov

Internal Revenue Service
Central Processing Unit
Stop 211
P.O. Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Via FOIA Online

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear FOIA Officer:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, and the 
implementing regulations of your agency, American Oversight makes the following 
request for records.

According to public reporting, on April 13, 2020, the Department of the Treasury 
(Treasury) finalized the decision to order that President Donald Trump’s name be printed 
on stimulus checks issued to taxpayers as part of the U.S. government’s response to the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.1

1 Lisa Rein, In Unprecedented Move, Treasury Orders Trump’s Name Printed on Stimulus Checks, 
WASH. POST (Apr. 14,2020, 8:46 PM),
https://www.washingtonpost.coni/politics/coniing-r.o-vour-1200-relief-check-donald-i- 
trumps-name/2020/04/14/071016c2-7e82-l lea-8013-lb6da0e4a2b7 storv.html.

1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005 | AmericanOversight.org

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 h /2 0 /2 0 2 0  6 : hhAM (GMT-0h:00)

American Oversight seeks records with the potential to shed light on the administration’s 
decision.

Requested Records

American Oversight requests that your agency produce the following records within 
twenty business days:
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All email communications (including emails, email attachments, complete email 
chains, and calendar invitations) sent by any of the officials specified below 
containing any of the following terms:

i.
ii.

signature 
president

iii. 
iv.
V. 

vi. 
vii. 

viii. 
ix.
X.

POTUS
Trump 
delay 
redesign 
design 
check 
"Economic Impact Payment’ 
EIP

Specified Treasury Officials
i. Secretary Steven Mnuchin and anyone communicating on his 

behalf, such as a scheduler or assistant
ii. Anyone serving in the capacity of Chief (or Deputy Chief) of Staff 

or Executive Secretary
iii. Anyone serving in the capacity of White House Liaison or White 

House Advisor, and their deputies
iv. General Counsel Brian Callanan
v. Bureau of the Fiscal Service Commissioner Timothy Gribben

Specified IRS Officials
i. Commissioner Charles Rettig and anyone communicating on his 

behalf, such as a scheduler or assistant
ii. Chief Counsel Michael Desmond and anyone communicating on

his behalf, such as a scheduler or assistant

In an effort to accommodate your agency and reduce the number of potentially 
responsive records, American Oversight agrees that the search for responsive email 
communications may be limited to emails sent by the specified officials. Despite 
this search accommodation, American Oversight still requests that complete email 
chains be produced, displaying both sent and received messages. For example, if 
Secretary Mnuchin sent a response to an incoming message containing one of die 
key terms above, both the original email and his response should be included.

Please provide all responsive records from March 25, 2020, through April 17, 
2020.

-2 - TREAS-2 0-0965
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Fee Waiver Request

In accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (4) (A) (iii) and your agency’s regulations, American 
Oversight requests a waiver of fees associated with processing this request for records. 
The subject of this request concerns the operations of the federal government, and the 
disclosures will likely contribute to a better understanding of relevant government 
procedures by the general public in a significant way. Moreover, the request is primarily 
and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes.

American Oversight requests a waiver of fees because disclosure of the requested 
information is "in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to 
public understanding of operations or activities of the government.”2 The public has a 
significant interest in the federal government’s response to the coronavirus. Records with 
the potential to shed light on this matter would contribute significantly to public 
understanding of operations of the federal government, including whether and to what 
extent the administration’s decision to include the president’s name and signature on 
relief checks incurred additional time and expense to taxpayers. American Oversight is 
committed to transparency and makes the responses agencies provide to FOIA requests 
publicly available, and the public’s understanding of the government’s activities would be 
enhanced through American Oversight’s analysis and publication of these records.

This request is primarily and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes.3 As a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, American Oversight does not have a commercial purpose and the release of the 
information requested is not in American Oversight’s financial interest. American 
Oversight’s mission is to promote transparency in government, to educate the public 
about government activities, and to ensure the accountability of government officials. 
American Oversight uses the information gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the 
public through reports, press releases, or other media. American Oversight also makes 
materials it gathers available on its public website and promotes their availability on social 
media platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter.4

American Oversight has also demonstrated its commitment to the public disclosure of 
documents and creation of editorial content through numerous substantive analyses 
posted to its website.5 Examples reflecting this commitment to the public disclosure of 
documents and the creation of editorial content include the posting of records related to 
an ethics waiver received by a senior Department of Justice attorney and an analysis of

2 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4) (A)(iii).
3 See id.
4 American Oversight currently has approximately 15,400 page likes on Facebook and 
102,300 followers on Twitter. American Oversight, FACEBOOK, 

(last visited Mar. 17, 2020); American 
Oversight (@weareoversight), TWITTER, https://twi  (last visited 
Mar. 17, 2020).

https://www.facebook.com/weareoversight/
tter.com/weareoversight

5 News, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, https://www.americanoversight.urg/blug.

.  3  _ TREAS-2 0-0965
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what those records demonstrated regarding the Department’s process for issuing such 
waivers;6 posting records received as part of American Oversight’s "Audit the Wall” project 
to gather and analyze information related to the administration’s proposed construction of 
a barrier along the U.S.-Mexico border, and analyses of what those records reveal;7 posting 
records regarding potential self-dealing at the Department of Housing & Urban 
Development and related analysis;8 posting records and analysis relating to the federal 
government’s efforts to sell nuclear technology to Saudi Arabia;9 and posting records and 
analysis regarding the Department of Justice’s decision in response to demands from 
Congress to direct a U.S. Attorney to undertake a wide-ranging review and make 
recommendations regarding criminal investigations relating to the President’s political 
opponents and allegations of misconduct by the Department of Justice itself and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation.10

Accordingly, American Oversight qualifies for a fee waiver.

Notwithstanding its fee waiver request, pursuant to 31 C.F.R. § 1.7(e), American 
Oversight hereby states that it is willing to pay fees in an amount not more than $25.00.

Guidance Regarding the Search & Processing of Requested Records

In connection with its request for records, American Oversight provides the following 
guidance regarding the scope of the records sought and the search and processing of 
records:

6 DOJ Records Relating to Solicitor General Noel Francisco’s Recusal, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 
httpsr//www an .erkanoyer5 ight.prg /dpaiinent/d9 j^
compliance; Francisco & the Travel Ban: What We Learned from the DOJ Documents, AMERICAN 
OVERSIGHT, https //w w 'w am ericariovei5ighL g^& ^^ 
learned-from-ihe-doj-documents.
7 See generally Audit the Wall, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

; see, e.g., Border Wall 
Investigation Report: No Plans, No Funding, No Timeline, No Wall, AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

ine-np-wall.

https://www.americanoversighl.org/investigation/audit-the-wall

hrtps://www.americanoversight.org/border-wall-investigation-report-no-plans-no- 
funding-no-timel
8 Documents Reveal Ben Carson Jr. ’s Attempts to Use His Influence at HUD to Help His Business, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 
jr-s-attempts-to-use-his-influence-at-hud-to-help-his-business.

https://www.amencanpversight.prg/dqcuments-reveal-ben-ca.rsqn-

9 Investigating the Trump Administration's Efforts to Sell Nuclear Technology to Saudi Arabia, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

.
https://www.americanove.rsight.org/investigating-the-tramp- 

administrations-eHbrts-to-sell-nuclear-technology-to-saudi-arabia
10 Sessions' Letter Shows DOJ Acted on Trump’s Authoritarian Demand to Investigate Clinton, 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, https://www.americanoversight.org/sessions-letter.

TREAS-2 0-0965
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■ Please search all locations and systems likely to have responsive records, regardless 
of format, medium, or physical characteristics.

■ In conducting your search, please understand the terms “record,” “document,” and 
"information” in their broadest sense, to include any written, typed, recorded, 
graphic, printed, or audio material of any kind.

* Our request for records includes any attachments to those records or other 
materials enclosed with those records when they were previously transmitted. To 
the extent that an email is responsive to our request, our request includes all prior 
messages sent or received in that email chain, as well as any attachments to the 
email.

■ Please search all relevant records or systems containing records regarding agency 
business. Do not exclude records regarding agency business contained in files, 
email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of your officials, such as 
personal email accounts or text messages. Records of official business conducted 
using unofficial systems or stored outside of official files are subject to the Federal 
Records Act and FOIA.11 It is not adequate to rely on policies and procedures that 
require officials to move such information to official systems within a certain 
period of time; American Oversight has a right to records contained in those files 
even if material has not yet been moved to official systems or if officials have, by 
intent or through negligence, failed to meet their obligations.12

■ Please use all tools available to your agency to conduct a complete and efficient 
search for potentially responsive records. Agencies are subject to government-wide 
requirements to manage agency information electronically,13 and many agencies 
have adopted the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
Capstone program, or similar policies. These systems provide options for searching 
emails and other electronic records in a manner that is reasonably likely to be 
more complete than just searching individual custodian files. For example, a 
custodian may have deleted a responsive email from his or her email program, but 
your agency’s archiving tools may capture that email under Capstone. At the same 
time, custodian searches are still necessary; agencies may not have direct access to

11 See Competitive Enter. Inst. v. Office of Sci. & Tech. Policy, 827 F.3d 145, 149-50 (D.C.
Cir. 2016); cf. Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Kerry, 844 F.3d 952, 955-56 (D.C. Cir. 2016).
12 See Competitive Enter. Inst. v. OfficeofSci. & Tech. Policy, No. 14-CV-765, slip op. at 8 
(D.D.C. Dec. 12,2016).
13 Presidential Memorandum—Managing Government Records, 76 Fed. Reg. 75,423 
(Nov. 28, 2011), hltps:Z/obatnawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-
office/2011/11/28/presidential-memorandum-managing-government-records; Office of
Mgmt. & Budget, Exec. Office of the President, Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments & Independent Agencies, “Managing Government Records Directive,” 
M-12-18 (Aug. 24, 2012), https://www.arcliives.gov/files/records-nigmi/m-12-18.pdf.

. 5 . TREAS-2 0-0965
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files stored in .PST files, outside of network drives, in paper format, or in personal 
email accounts.

■ In the event some portions of the requested records are properly exempt from 
disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable non-exempt portions of the 
requested records. If a request is denied in whole, please state specifically why it is 
not reasonable to segregate portions of the record for release.

■ Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this request are 
not deleted by the agency before the completion of processing for this request. If 
records potentially responsive to this request are likely to be located on systems 
where they are subject to potential deletion, including on a scheduled basis, please 
take steps to prevent that deletion, including, as appropriate, by instituting a 
litigation hold on those records.

Conclusion

If you have any questions regarding how to construe this request for records or believe 
that further discussions regarding search and processing would facilitate a more efficient 
production of records of interest to American Oversight, please do not hesitate to contact 
American Oversight to discuss this request. American Oversight welcomes an opportunity 
to discuss its request with you before you undertake your search or incur search or 
duplication costs. By working together at the outset, American Oversight and your agency 
can decrease the likelihood of costly and time-consuming litigation in the future.

Where possible, please provide responsive material in an electronic format by email. 
Alternatively, please provide responsive material in native format or in PDF format on a 
USB drive. Please send any responsive material being sent by mail to American Oversight, 
1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005. If it will accelerate release of 
responsive records to American Oversight, please also provide responsive material on a 
rolling basis.

We share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American Oversight 
looks forward to working with your agency on this request. If you do not understand any 
part of this request, please contact_____ (b)(6)_________at foia@americanoversight.org or

(b)(6) Also, if American Oversight’s request for a fee waiver is not granted in
full, please contact us immediately upon making such a determination.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Executive Director
American Oversight

TREAS-2 0-0965
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FOIA Request 121761

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 17, 2020 06:00:02pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company /Organization
Email

(b)(6)

1030 15th Avenue
Washington D.C.
D.C.
20005
United States
(202) 869-5246
American Oversight
foia@americanoversight.org

Request

Request ID 
Confinnation ID
Request description

121761
121236
Please see attached (TREAS-20-0965).

Supporting documentation

Additional Information

Fees

Request category7 ID 
Fee waiver
Explanation

TREAS-20-0965.pdf

other
yes
Please see attached (TREAS-20-0965).

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

Additional information

feeam ountw  filing

no

0

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/20/2020 6:44AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)_____of The Washington Post

Case number:
F18155-0062

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
6/4/2018

Due Date:
7/2/2018

Case Summary:
Washington Post seeks information on Opportunity Zone decisions from 12/24/17 until 
present, specifically discussions with officials (including lawmakers and aides) from Florida, 
Nevada, Pennsylvania and Utah; also wants any internal correspondence related to 
issues/decisions related to these states.

Action Plan:
Request contains a Fee Waiver and Expedite request - review both and send to DM for 
concurrence. Research what function is responsible for Opportunity Zones. Issue search memo 
to Government Liaison, Legislative Affairs, and any function determined by research to have 
responsibility for Opportunity Zones.

Submitted By:
Aaron Edelman GIS (TLS) DO2

Date:
6/11/2018



06/04/2018 12:24:35 PM -0500 IRS

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
FAX T R A N S M IS S IO N  

C over S h ee t
Date: June 04, 2018___________

To: CPU TLS

PAGE 1 OF 3

Add ress/O rg a n izati o n: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Ortiz Cathy__________________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 213-372-4598

Number of pages: 3 Including cover page

Subject: New FOIA Request

Please create an AFOIA case with the attached correspondence received by Treasury.

Cathy Ortiz
Government Information Specialist - Policy Analyst
HQ Disclosure Policy & Program Operations Staff

(b)(6) (- Office

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/04/2018 1:25PM (GMT-04:00)
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PAGE 2 OF 3
Page 1 of 2

SharePoint Newsfeed OneOrive Siles {J r 7

Treasury DO #2018-05-221
Title

Online FOIA ID 809c6a53ff654e42af8fb007f3da0821

First Name

Middle Initial

Last Name

Company Organization

(b)(6) |

N/A

(b)(6) |

I lie Washington Post

Phone Number

Other Phone Number

Fax Number

Street Address Linet

Street Address Line2

City

State

Zip

Country

Email Address

202.334.7578

N/A

N/A

1301 K St NW

N/A

Washington

DC

20071

USA

(b)(6) ^wash post.com

Delivery Method

Bureau

Electronic Copy

Departmental Offices (Headquarters)

Description I would like to request a copy o f any correspondence from officials (or

Fee Category

Request Type

Request Fee Waiver

Request Expedited Processing

Will Pay Up To

lawmakers, or their aides) in the following states with Treasury 
Department officials regarding Opportunity Zone dec isions and 
parameters beginning Dec. 24,2017 until the pr esent date:

1) Flor ida
2) Nevada
3) Pennsylvania
4) Utah

Sim flatly, 1 would like to  request any inter nal correspondence within the 
Treasury Department related to  issues oi decisions related to  those 
states.

Thank you,
Damian Paletta
The Washington Post

Media/Press

FOIA

1

1

0.00

Enter Electronic Signature Code 809c6a53ff654e42af8fb007f3da0821

Full Name N/A

Created Date 5/30/2018 10:39:02 AM

UserRefCode 809c6a53ff654e42af8fb007f3da0821

Processed Status 201805 221 site created on 5/31/2018 7:30:34 AM

https://app.treasuryecm.gov/siiRECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 6 /0 4 /2 0 1 8  1:25PM  (G M T -0 4 :0 0 )
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Page 2 of 2

Expedited Processing Justification I request that this information be processed on an expedrted basis 
because the Treasury Department is making decisions soon that will 
impact billions of dollar s in tax credits, and Amer icans have the r ight to  
know how these decisions are being made.

Expedited Request Date 2018-05-30 10:39:01

Fee Waiver Justification I request a fee waiver because I am a member of the media and this 
information is being requested for news gathering purposes.

Fee Waiver Request Date 2018 05 30 10:39:01

Created at 5/30/2018 1040 AM by SpAdmin 
last modified at 5/31/2016 7:30 AM by Reid Kathy

Close

https://app.treasuryecm.gov/siiRECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 6 /0 4 /2 0 1 8  1:25PM  (G M T -0 4 :0 0 )



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_______ (b)(6)_______ (via MuckRock News) F20113-0007

Sensitive Case Criteria: 2 0 2 0  stimulus Checks

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
4/22/20

Due Date:
5/20/20

Case Summary:
Request for:
Any and all records (including but not limited to physical documents, emails, text messages, 
word processor files, PDF files, etc.) that discuss the decision by the Treasury Department 
and/or the Internal Revenue service to include President Donald Trump's name on stimulus 
checks that the federal government plans to send to many Americans to stimulate the 
economy during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Specifically, records that contain information about how the decision was reached to include 
President Trump's name on the stimulus checks.

Time Frame: March 23, 2020 to April 22, 2020

Action Plan:
Assess whether request is reasonably described and if so send search memo to applicable 
business units. If not, work to rescope or close request as imperfect

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
4/23/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Date: April 22, 2020___________

FAX TRANSMISSION
Cover Sheet

S IR S

To: TLS CPU__________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Woods Jeremy A______________________________________

Address/Organization:_____________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 4 Including cover page

Subject: FW: 2020-04-085

Good morning,

Please establish the request in AFOIA with the correspondence received from Treasury. Assign to DO 
13 [David Nimmo's group]. Thanks!

Jeremy Woods

Government Information Specialist - Disclosure Analyst

FOIA Program Support

HQ Disclosure Policy & Program Operations

(b)(6) - Office

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/22/2020 10:43AM (GMT-04:00)
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(855) 205-9332 - eFax

If you're an IRS employee with a Disclosure Question, please call our Help Desk at 1-866-591-0860, 
check out our website at http://discl.web.irs.gov/Default.asp, or send an email to 
*Disclosure@irs.gov<mailto:*Disclosure@irs.gov>.

"The secret of getting things done is to act." -Dante

From: ( b ) ( 6 ) jgtreasury.gov (b)(6)

Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 9:02 AM
To: Higley Denise (b)(6) ~ ^ irs.gov>; Woods Jeremy A
W illiam IV (b)(6) ^ )irs.qov>
Cc:| (b)(6) ^ treasury^gov
Subject: 2020-04-085

gtreasury.gov>

(b)(6) girs.gov>; White

Good morning,

The above indicated FOIA request will be processed in DO and is being routed to IRS for processing. 
The requester states in his request that he seeks records from Department of the Treasury and or IRS. 
During our morning meeting with Ryan we reviewed this case and Ryan agrees with the routing to IRS.

Thank you,

Cawana Pearson

FOIA Case Manager, FOIA and Transparency

Privacy, Transparency, and Records

U.S. Department of the Treasury

Telephone: (b)(6)

Email: | (b)(6)' ^treasury.qov<mailto| (b)(6) g treasury.qov>

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/22/2020 10:43AM (GMT-04:00)
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Treasury #2020-04-085

Department of Treasury
FOIA Office
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 
Washington, DC 20220

April 17, 2020

To Whom it May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

Any and all records (including but not limited to physical documents, emails, text 
messages, word processor files, PDF files, etc.) that discuss the decision by the 
Treasury Department and/or the Internal Revenue Service to include President Donald 
Trump's name on stimulus checks that the federal government plans to send to many 
Americans to stimulate the economy during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Specifically, I am searching for records that contain information about how the 
decision was reached to include President Trump's name on the stimulus checks.

I seek records that were created between March 23, 2020 and the date this FOIA 
request is processed (inclusive of those dates).

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this 
request is not being made for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the 
total charges in advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request 
filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look 
forward to receiving your response to this request within 20 business days, as the 
statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com_____________
E-mail (Preferred): | (b)(6) "^requests. muck rock . com

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 91786
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE; This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being 
sent through MuckRock by the above in order to better track, share, and manage 
public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., with the 
requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests 
might be returned as undeliverable.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/22/2020 10:43AM (GMT-04:00)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
_________ (b)(6)_________

Case number:
F20120-0006

Sensitive Case Criteria: 2 0 2 0  stimulus Checks

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
4/29/20

Due Date:
5/28/20

Case Summary:
Request for:
Copy of all e-mails exchanged between Dee Robinson Rutkowski at the United States 
Department of Treasury Internal Revenue Service and anyone at the Puerto Rico Treasury 
Department regarding the stimulus check approved in the Coronavirns Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act.

Time Frame: March 10, 2020 and April 29, 2020

Please note, requester previously submitted request F20108-0019, which was imperfected as 
not reasonably described. Requester has submitted additional information narrowing the 
scope and appears to have perfected request.

Action Plan:
Search memo to LB&I - Dee (Daneane) Robinson Rutkowski

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
5/4/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Date: April 29, 2020___________

FAX TRANSMISSION
Cover Sheet

S IR S

To: Case Batch EFF__________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_______________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2495

Number of pages: 7 Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 9:40 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 29, 2020 09:40:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 9 /2 0 2 0  8:46AM (G M T -05 :00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

15000 SW 27th St

City

Miramar

State/Province

FL

Postal Code

33027

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

NBCLX

Email

(b)(6) @nbcuni.com<mailto (b)(6) @nbcuni.com>

Request
Request ID

124246

Confirmation ID

123721

Request description

I request that a copy of all e-mails exchanged between Dee Robinson Rutkowski at the United States 
Department of Treasury Internal Revenue Service and anyone at the Puerto Rico Treasury Department 
regarding the stimulus check approved in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act between March 10, 2020 and present be provided to me.

Supporting documentation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 9 /2 0 2 0  8:46AM (G M T -05 :00)
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Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a member of the news media, I plan to disseminate this information to the public. This will contribute 
to the public's understanding of how tax-payer money is being handled in critical times.

Willing to pay

$50

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

This is a time-sensitive matter as Puerto Ricans wait on the stimulus check in order to afford food, 
medicine, and rent. As a member of the news media, I plan to disseminate this information to the public. 
This will contribute to the public's understanding of how tax-payer money is being handled in critical 
times.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
request_id

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjine l

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

expedited_processing
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expedited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

nam ejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

124246

123721

Miramar

United States

15000 SW 27th St

FL

33027

NBCLX

(b)(6) gnbcuni.com<mailto (b)(6) gnbcuni.com>

yes

This is a time-sensitive matter as Puerto Ricans wait on the stimulus check in order to afford food, 
medicine, and rent. As a member of the news media, I plan to disseminate this information to the public. 
This will contribute to the public's understanding of how tax-payer money is being handled in critical 
times.

$50

yes

As a member of the news media, I plan to disseminate this information to the public. This will contribute 
to the public's understanding of how tax-payer money is being handled in critical times.

(b)(6)

media
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 9 /2 0 2 0  8:46AM (G M T -05 :00)
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I request that a copy of all e-mails exchanged between Dee Robinson Rutkowski at the United States 
Department of Treasury Internal Revenue Service and anyone at the Puerto Rico Treasury Department 
regarding the stimulus check approved in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act between March 10, 2020 and present be provided to me.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 4 /2 9 /2 0 2 0  8:46AM (G M T -05 :00)



04/29/2020 9:45:00 AM -0400 IRS PAGE 6 OF 7

FOIA Request 124246

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 29, 2020 09:40:02am ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company /Organization
Email

(b)(6)

15000 SW 27th St
Miramar
FL
33027
United States

(b)(6)

NBCLX
(b)(6) zlnbcuni.com

Request

Confirmation ID 123721
Request ID 124246

Request 
description

I request that a copy of all e-mails exchanged between Dee Robinson Rutkowski at 
the United States Department of Treasury Internal Revenue Service and anyone at 
the Puerto Rico Treasury Department regarding the stimulus check approved in the 
Coronavirus Aid. Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act between March 10. 
2020 and present be provided to me.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category
ID
Fee waiver

media

yes
As a member of the news media. I plan to disseminate this information to the

Explanation public. This will contribute to the public's understanding of how tax-payer 
money is being handled in critical times.

Willing to pay S50

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 8:46AM (GMT-05:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

This is a time-sensitive matter as Puerto Ricans wait on the stimulus check in order

Explanation to afford food, medicine, and rent. As a member of the news media, I plan to 
disseminate this information to the public. This will contribute to the public's 
understanding of how tax-payer money is being handled in critical times.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 8:46AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) (RGA) F20120-0024

Sensitive Case Criteria: 2 0 2 0  stimulus Checks

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
4/29/20

Due Date:
5/28/20

Case Summary:
Request for:
Copies of incoming-and-outgoing email correspondence between the following IRS Officials (listed below) and the following Treasury Officials (listed below) that include 
the following Keywords (listed below)

IRS Officials:
• Commissioner Charles Rettig
• Chief of Staff Lia Colbert
• Chief Communications and Liaison Terry Lemons
• Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support Jeff Tribiano

Treasury Officials:
• Secretary of the Treasury Steven Mnuchin
• Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Justin Muzinich
• Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Monica Crowley
• Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy David Kautter
• Counselor to the Secretary Daniel Kowalski
• Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Timothy Gribben
• Assistant Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Ronda Kent
• Deputy Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Steve Manning
• Deputy Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Jeff Schramek
• Chief Financial Officer of the Fiscal Service Theresa Kohler

Keywords: Donald J. Trump, Memo, POTUS, Memo, President, Trump, Signature, Sign, Name

Time Frame: April f , 2020 and April 15, 2020.

Please note, the requester previously submitted requests F20118-0014, F20118-0009 & M201 f 8-0010 (F20118-0010) in which SCRs were submitted but the cases were 
closed as imperfect or rejected. The requester has combined these requests and appears to have perfected the request) with this request.

Action Plan:
Search Memo to named IRS business units above.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
5/4/20
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Date: April 29, 2020___________

FAX TRANSMISSION
Cover Sheet

S IR S

To: Case Batch EFF__________________________________________

Address/Organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J____________________________________

Address/Organization:_____________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 9 Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 1:40 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 29, 2020 01:40:04pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 12:48PM (GMT-05:00)



04/29/2020 12:45:28 PM -0500 IRS PAGE 2 OF 9

(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

17145 J West Bluemound Road

#164

City

Brookfield

State/Province

W l

Postal Code

53005

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Fax

262-264-1113

Company/Organization

R.G.A.

Email

requests@redgroupanalytics.com<mailto:requests@redgroupanalytics.com>

Request
Request ID

124331

Confirmation ID

123806

Request description

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 12:48PM (GMT-05:00)
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U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Central Processing Unit Stop 211 PO Box 621506 Atlanta, GA 
30362-3006 Submitted via Online Form Re: FOIA Request Dear FOIA Officer: This is a request under 
the U.S. Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. A§ 5 5 2 .1 am requesting copies of incoming-and-outgoing 
email correspondence between the following IRS Officials (listed below) and the following Treasury 
Officials (listed below) that include the following Keywords (listed below) from April 1,2020 to April 15, 
2020. IRS Officials: a€0 Commissioner Charles Rettig a€^ Chief of Staff Lia Colbert a€0 Chief 
Communications and Liaison Terry Lemons a€0 Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support Jeff 
Tribiano Treasury Officials: a€0 Secretary of the Treasury Steven Mnuchin a€0 Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury Justin Muzinich a€0 Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Monica Crowley a€0 Assistant 
Secretary for Tax Policy David Kautter a€0 Counselor to the Secretary Daniel Kowalski a€0 
Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Timothy Gribben a€0 Assistant Commissioner of the Fiscal Service 
Ronda Kent a€^ Deputy Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Steve Manning a€0 Deputy Commissioner 
of the Fiscal Service Jeff Schramek a€0 Chief Financial Officer of the Fiscal Service Theresa Kohler 
Keywords: a€0 a€oe Dona Id J. Trumpa€ a€0 a€cePOTUSa€ a€0 a€oeMemoa€ a€0 
a€oePresidenta€ a€0 a€oeTrumpa€ a€0 a€oeSignaturea€ a€^ a€oeSigna€ a€0 a€oeNamea€ 
Please note that this request for emails would also include email attachments in order this request to be 
considered responsive. I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $75. If you estimate 
that the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first. Thank you for your time and consideration of 
this request, I look forward to your prompt response. Sincerely, Chris Smith R.G.A. p) 517-317-1804 f) 
262-264-1113 requests@redgroupanalytics.com<mailto:requests@redgroupanalytics.com>

Supporting documentation 
Additional Information

U.S. IRS 1.pdf

Fees
Request category ID

other

Fee waiver 

no

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet, 
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjine l
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address_line2

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

attachments_supporting_docurnentation

company_prganization

email

expedited_processing

fax_n umber

fee_waiver

name_first

nam ejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

124331

123806

Brookfield

United States

17145 J West Bluemound Road

#164

W l

53005

U.S. IRS 1.pdf

R.G.A.

requests@redgroupanalytics.com<mailto:requests@redgroupanalytics.com>

no

262-264-1113

no

(b)(6)
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 12:48PM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

other

U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Central Processing Unit Stop 211 PO Box 621506 Atlanta, GA 
30362-3006 Submitted via Online Form Re: FOIA Request Dear FOIA Officer: This is a request under 
the U.S. Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. A§ 5 5 2 .1 am requesting copies of incoming-and-outgoing 
email correspondence between the following IRS Officials (listed below) and the following Treasury 
Officials (listed below) that include the following Keywords (listed below) from April 1,2020 to April 15, 
2020. IRS Officials: a€$ Commissioner Charles Rettig a€$ Chief of Staff Lia Colbert a€0 Chief 
Communications and Liaison Terry Lemons a€0 Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support Jeff 
Tribiano Treasury Officials: a€0 Secretary of the Treasury Steven Mnuchin a€0 Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury Justin Muzinich a€0 Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Monica Crowley a€0 Assistant 
Secretary for Tax Policy David Kautter a€0 Counselor to the Secretary Daniel Kowalski a€0 
Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Timothy Gribben a€0 Assistant Commissioner of the Fiscal Service 
Ronda Kent a€0 Deputy Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Steve Manning a€0 Deputy Commissioner 
of the Fiscal Service Jeff Schramek a€0 Chief Financial Officer of the Fiscal Service Theresa Kohler 
Keywords: a€0 a€oeDonald J. Trumpa€ a€0 a€cePOTUSa€ a€0 a€oeMemoa€ a€0 
a€cePresidenta€ a€0 a€oeTrumpa€ a€0 a€oeSignaturea€ a€0 a€oeSigna€ a€0 a€ceNamea€ 
Please note that this request for emails would also include email attachments in order this request to be 
considered responsive. I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $75. If you estimate 
that the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first. Thank you for your time and consideration of 
this request, I look forward to your prompt response. Sincerely,| (b)(6) ~ |R.G.A. p)| (b)(6) |f)
262-264-1113 requests@redgroupanalytics.com<mailto:requests@redgroupanalytics.com>

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 12:48PM (GMT-05:00)
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U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
Central Processing Unit
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Submitted via Online Form

Re: FOIA Request

Dear FOIA Officer:

This is a request under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552.

I am requesting copies of incoming-and-outgoing email correspondence between the following IRS Officials 
(listed below) and the following Treasury Officials (listed below') that include the follow ing Keywords (listed 
below) from April 1, 2020 to April 15. 2020.

IRS Officials;
• Commissioner Charles Rettig
• Chief of Staff Lia Colbert
• Chief Communications and Liaison Terry Lemons
• Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support JeffTribiano

Treasury Officials:
• Secretary of the Treasury Steven Mnuchin
• Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Justin Muzinich
• Assistant Secretary for Public .Affairs Monica Crowley
• Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy David Kautter
• Counselor to the Secretary Daniel Kowalski
• Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Timothy Gribben
• Assistant Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Ronda Kent
• Deputy Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Steve Manning
• Deputy Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Jeff Schramek
• Chief Financial Officer of the Fiscal Service Theresa Kohler

Keywords:
• “Donald J. Trump”
• “POTUS”
• “Memo”
• “President”
• “Trump”
• “Signature”
• “Sign”
• “Name”

Please note that this request for emails would also include email attachments in order this request to be 
considered responsive.

I am w illing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of S75. If you estimate that the fees will exceed this 
limit, please inform me first.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 12:48PM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 124331

The following list contains the entire submission submitted April 29. 2020 01:40:04pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Fax
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

17145 J West Bluemound Road
#164
Brookfield
WI
53005
United States

(b)(6) ~

262-264-1113
R.G.A.
requests@redgroupanalytics.com

Request

Request ID 124331
Confinnation 
ID 123806

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 12:48PM (GMT-05:00)
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Thank you for your time and consideration of this request, I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

f) 262-264-1113
requestsz/red^roupanal vtics.com

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 12:48PM (GMT-05:00)
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Request 
description

U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Central Processing Unit Stop 211 PO Box 
621506 Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 Submitted via Online Form Re: FOIA Request Dear 
FOIA Officer: This is a request under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552.1 am requesting copies of incoming-and-outgoing email correspondence 
between the following IRS Officials (listed below) and the following Treasury 
Officials (listed below) that include the following Keywords (listed below) from April 
1, 2020 to April 15, 2020. IRS Officials: • Commissioner Charles Rettig • Chief of 
Staff Lia Colbert • Chief Communicat ions and Liaison Terry Lemons • Deputy 
Commissioner for Operations Support JeffTribiano Treasury Officials: • Secretary of 
the Treasury Steven Mnuchin • Deputy Secretary of the Treasury' Justin Muzinich • 
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Monica Crowley • Assistant Secretary for Tax 
Policy David Kautter • Counselor to the Secretary Daniel Kowalski • Commissioner 
of the Fiscal Service Timothy Gribben • Assistant Commissioner of the Fiscal Service 
Ronda Kent • Deputy Commissioner of the Fiscal Service Steve Manning • Deputy 
Commissioner of the Fiscal Sendee Jeff Schramek • Chief Financial Officer of the 
Fiscal Service Theresa Kohler Keywords: • “Donald J. Trump” • “POTUS” • “Memo” 
• “President” • “Trump” • “Signature” • “Sign” • “Name” Please note that this request 
for emails would also include email attachments in order this request to be considered 
responsive. I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $75. If you 
estimate that the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first. Blank you for your 
time and consideration of this request, I look forward to your prompt response.
Sincerely,| (b)(6) |R-G.A. p)| (b)(6) |Q 262-264-1113
requests@redgroupanalytics.com

Supporting documentation

Additional Information U.S. IRS l.pdf

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver

other
no

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/29/2020 12:48PM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
_____(b)(6)_____|(Freelance Journalist)

Case number:
F20133-0006

Sensitive Case Criteria: 2 0 2 0  stimulus Letter

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
5/11/20

Due Date:
6/10/20

Case Summary:
Request for:

Any agency correspondence and memorandum pertaining to the development of agency 
notice number 1444, regarding the Economic Impact Payment authorized under the 
Corona-virus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act.

Any correspondence, reports or memorandums regarding the cost for the production of the 
aforementioned notice.

Action Plan:
Appears to be overly broad, will likely need to narrow the scope. Coordinating responses with 
PPO and Counsel.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
5/13/20



From 1 .877 .233 .3839  Mon May 11 2 1 :0 7 :4 1  2020 PDT Page 1 o f  3

Fax
TO: Central Processing Unit FROM: (b)(6)

COMPANY: IRS COMPANY:

FAX: 8778079215 FAX:

SUBJECT: DATE: Monday, May 11, 2020

Enclosed please find a request under the Act for response. I appreciate your 
consideration.

Best regards,
(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05 /1 2 /2 0 2 0  12:08AM (GM T-04:00)
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2232 S. Main St., #257 
Ann Arbor. MI 48103 

(b)(6)
May 12, 2020

VIA FASC1M1LE: 1-877-807-9215

Internal Revenue Service
Central Processing Unit
P.O. Box 621506
STOP 211
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

RE: Freedom of Information Act request

To Whom It May Concern,

1 am submitting this request pursuant to the instructions on the agency vveb site. Because of the 
subject matter of this request, please advise if this request should be submitted to another 
component or agency.

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552), I am requesting any agency 
correspondence and memorandum pertaining to the development of agency notice number 1444, 
regarding the Economic Impact Payment authorized under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act. I am also requesting any correspondence, reports or 
memorandums regarding the cost for the production of the aforementioned notice.

As a representative of the news media, I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication 
after the first 100 pages. This information is being requested under the Act for research purposes 
and possible dissemination to the general public for the web site Medium, where 1 am a 
contributor and independent contractor.

Because of my status as a member of the news media, I request that all applicable fees be 
waived. The release of this information would contribute significantly to the public 
understanding of government operations and activities, especially when it comes to the policy of 
the Administration pertaining to the response of the COVID-19 outbreak and the broader 
economic response and recovery in the United States.

This information would not be for commercial interests, and would be used solely for publication 
at my discretion as I develop projects on the platform.

Please feel free to contact me via telephone or by United States mail regarding this request using 
the address and number located at the top right hand corner of this letter. I appreciate your 
consideration of this request and look forward to your reply under the 20 day statutory time

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05 /1 2 /2 0 2 0  12:08AM (GM T-04:00)
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period as permitted under the Act.

Yours sincerely,

(b)(6)

Freelance journalist
Independent contractor, Medium

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05 /1 2 /2 0 2 0  12:08AM (GM T-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
W(6) [American Bridge)

Case number:
F20153-0001

Sensitive Case Criteria: 2 0 2 0  stimulus Letter

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
6/1/20

Due Date:
6/29/20

Case Summary:
Request stems from case F20120-0013, which was closed as imperfect. Requester has no 
supplied more details and is requesting:

As related to IRS Notice 1444, sent to Individual taxpayers receiving an Economic Impact Payment 
(EIP) after receipt of their EIP.

1. Emails regarding the development of the notice from the following custodians:
- The Commissioner of the IRS, Charles Rettig
- Chief Counsel of the IRS, Michael Desmond
- Commissioner of Wage and Investment, Kenneth Corbin
‘ Excluding news or media articles received by the custodian of record in which no further action 
was taken (references or discussion).

2. Expense or funding budget/estimates regarding the printing and mailing of the notice.
(per discussion with requester, requester is looking for some kind of total amounts on printing and 
mailing the notice and is willing to rescope or narrow this portion of request as we understand what 
types records may exist.)

Action Plan:
For item 1, search memo to named BU's.

For item 2, soft contact with W&l to establish what records might exist and where, follow-up 
with search memo based on this information and rescope request if needed.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
6/2/20



From: McDade Bernard W

To: B,O-b_ert.s_Be_n.e_eJ.
Subject: FW: FOIA Request - F20120-0013

Date: Monday, June 01, 2020 12:57:50 PM

Renee,

Can you print this email to PDF, combine it with the original request and create a new case.

Thanks,

Bernard W McDade III, Esq. , CIPP/G
Government Information Specialist (Disclosure Tax Law Specialist) 
Privacy, Governmental Liaison and Disclosure
Office:
Email:

(b)(6)
a)ir$.gov

From: FOIA FOIA <foia@americanbridge.org>
Sent: Monday, June 01, 2020 12:32 PM
To: McDade Bernard W <| (b)(6) ~ ^)irs.gov>
Subject: Re: FOIA Request - F20120-0013

Mr. McDade,
Thank you for getting back to me. Yes, the corrected version of the request as you described looks 
good.
Best Regards,

(b)(6)

On Mon, Jun 1, 2020 at 12:21 PM McDade Bernard W < (b)(6) airs.gov> wrote:

I apologize I forgot to include one item, in order to process your request more accurately and 
efficiently, we are hoping you will agree to specifically exclude emails from the news or media 
articles received by the custodian record named in the request. This would not exclude emails 
sent or received by the custodian of record in which there is a reference or discussion on the news 
article. This just helps filter out non-responsive items.

If you agree to this, then your request would read as:

As related to IRS Notice 1444, sent to Individual taxpayers receiving an Economic Impact Payment 
(EIP) after receipt of their EIP.

1. Emails regarding the development of the notice from the following custodians:

• The Commissioner of the IRS, Charles Rettig



Chief Counsel of the IRS, Michael Desmond
• Commissioner of Wage and Investment, Kenneth Corbin

*Excluding news or media articles received by the custodian of record in which no further action 
was taken (references or discussion).

2. Expense or funding budget/estimates regarding the printing and mailing of the notice.

Time frame: Documents created between March 27, 2020 and April 27, 2020.

All other items of your request will remain the same as in your original request. If you reply to this 
email, I will create a new request and begin processing it. I will email you a newly assigned case 
number. Please let me know if you have any questions or concern.

Thank you,

Bernard W McDade III, Esq., CIPP/G
Government Information Specialist (Disclosure Tax Law Specialist)
Privacy, Governmental Liaison and Disclosure
Office:
Email:

(b)(6) ®irs.aov

From: McDade Bernard W
Sent: Monday, June 01, 2020 12:12 PM
To: 'foia(a)americanbridge.org' <foia(a>americanbridge.org>
Subject: RE: FOIA Request - F20120-0013

(b)(6)

Thank you for your call last week. Per our discussion you would like to submit a new request 
based on your request F20120-0013. You are requesting the following:

As related to IRS Notice 1444, sent to Individual taxpayers receiving an Economic Impact Payment 
(EIP) after receipt of their EIP.

1. Emails regarding the development of the notice from the following custodians:

• The Commissioner of the IRS, Charles Rettig
• Chief Counsel of the IRS, Michael Desmond



Commissioner of Wage and Investment, Kenneth Corbin

2. Expense or funding budget/estimates regarding the printing and mailing of the notice.

Time frame: Documents created between March 27, 2020 and April 27, 2020.

All other items of your request will remain the same as in your original request. If you reply to this 
email, I will create a new request and begin processing it. I will email you a newly assigned case 
number. Please let me know if you have any questions or concern.

Thank you,

Bernard W McDade III, Esq., CIPP/G
Government Information Specialist (Disclosure Tax Law Specialist) 
Privacy, Governmental Liaison and Disclosure
Office:
Email: (b)(6) Sirs.aov

From: McDade Bernard W
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 4:41 PM
To: 'foia (a>americanbridge.org' <foia(a>americanbridge.org>
Subject: FOIA Request - F20120-0013

(b)(6)

I have attached our response to your FOIA request F20120-0013. Unfortunately, we are unable to 
process your request without additional information or narrowing the scope of the request. I 
tried to call you today to discuss this but was unable to reach you. If you have any questions or 
concerns, or would like any additional information, please feel free to call me at the number 
below.

Thank you,

Bernard W McDade III, Esq. , CIPP/G
Government Information Specialist (Disclosure Tax Law Specialist) 
Privacy, Governmental Liaison and Disclosure
Office:
Email: (b)(6) .̂irs.gov
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To: Page 2 of 4 2020-04-29 16:39:59 (GMT) 12023150384 From: | (b)(6)

BRIDGE
2iST CENWRY

Wednesday, April 29, 2020

Internal Revenue Service
Central Processing Unit
Stop 2 11
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Fax: 877-807-9215

To Whom It May Concern,

The following request is being made in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 
552).

I: Requested Records

Economic Impact Letters. I am requesting copies o f correspondence, expense estimates and any 
contracts relating to the letter "Your economic impact payment has arrived" that was sent to taxpayers 
who received economic impact payments related to the CARES act. The scope of the search should be 
from March 27, 2020 through April 27, 2020.

Il: Application to be a media requester

To help assess my status for copying and mailing fees, please note that I am filing this request as a media 
entity requestor on the behalf of American Bridge 21st Century. American Bridge 21st Century is an 
organization that is, “primarily engaged in disseminating information, urgency to inform the public 
concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.” Sec 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(Il). Further, 
our organization will utilize our staffs, “editorial skills to turn the raw materials into a distinct work, and 
distributes that work to an audience.” Sec U.S. Code 5 U.S.C. 552a (4) (A) (iii)1.

1 See also ACLU, 321 F. Supp. 2d at 30 n.5
2 “Josh Mandel Refusing to Comply with Ohio Open Records Law,” American Bridge 21“  Century, 8/23/2012 
’ “Bridge Briefing,” American Bridge 21“ Century, 10/2/2012

455 Massachusetts Ave NW, Sixth Floor | Washington, DC 20001 | 202-747-2060 | www.americanbridgepac.org

| P a i d  fo r by American Bridge 21s’ Century. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04 /2 9 /2 0 2 0  12:42PM (G M T-04:00)

American Bridge maintains a highly trafficked website that frequently publishes briefings and memos that 
reports and analyzes the current activities in the White House, U.S. Congress and various Congressional 
Campaigns. The briefs and our website is reliant on obtaining and utilizing the public records to inform 
the public about the un-rcporlcd activities o f our government2 and its public officials’. See U.S. Code 5 
U.S.C. 552a (4) (A) (iii).

We are an organization that various media entities has credited with providing research that they based 
articles and publications on. Thus we can, “demonstrate a solid basis for expecting publication through



To: Page 3 of 4 2020-04-29 16:39:59 (GMT) 12023150384 From: | (b)(6)

BRIDGE
Zl5T CENTURY

AMERICAN

that entity.”4 Sec U.S. Code 5 U.S.C. 552a (4) (A) (iii). In March 2017, the New York Times published a 
front-page story that stated, “The Walden Group attracted little attention until his nomination to the 
Supreme Court, when American Bridge, a liberal research group, identified public records about it that 
linked Judge Gorsuch to Mr. Harvey.”5 In addition, in January 2017, USA Today published our 
organization’s work without credit in their article on ExxonMobil, in the section that stated, “The sales 
were conducted in 2003, 2004 and 2005 by Infincum, in which ExxonMobil owned a 50% share, 
according to SEC documents unearthed by American Bridge, a Democratic research group.”6

4 Sec also ACLU v. U.S. DcpT of Justice, 321 F. Supp. 2d 24, 29 n.5
5 New York Times, 3/14/17
6 USA Today, 1/10/17

455 Massachusetts Ave NW, Sixth Floor | Washington, DC 20001 | 202-747-2060 | www.americanbridgepac.org

| P a i d  for by American Bridge 21s’ Century. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04 /2 9 /2 0 2 0  12:42PM (G M T-04:00)

Given the preceding and the fact that American Bridge plans not to use the information gained from these 
records for commercial use, yet instead will analyze, publish and then circulate the information that is 
gained from these records on our website, social media platform, through briefs, we met all the 
requirements to be classified as a media requester.

HI: Request Expense Cap, Denial Protocol And Requester Contact Information

I realize that certain costs may be applicable to this request. Please contact me when you can provide a 
payment amount for my requests. In the meantime, I authorize an initial expense cap of S50 to be 
accrued.

I also request that you state the specific legal and factual grounds for withholding any documents or 
portions o f documents, should you withhold any. Please identify each document that falls within the 
scope o f this request but is withheld from release.

If requested documents arc located in, or originated in, another installation or bureau, I would request that 
you please refer this request, or any relevant portion of this request, to the appropriated installation or 
bureau.

To the extent that the information is available in electronic format, 1 would prefer to receive that 
information via email or CD, particularly if providing the information reduces the lime or expense 
involved. Otherwise, I request to receive the information in paper form.

You may fax your response to 202-315-0384 or email it to FOIA@AmericanBridge.org.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)
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American Bridge 2 1 st Century
455 Massachusetts Avenue
Suite 650
Washington, DC 20001
Fax: 202-315-0384
Email: FOIA(a)AmcricanBridgc.org

455 Massachusetts Ave NW, Sixth Floor | Washington, DC 20001 | 202-747-2060 | www.americanbridgepac.org

| P a i d  for by American Bridge 21s’ Century. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6) Insider, Inc., filed via MuckRock.com

Case number:
2021-02019

Sensitive Case Criteria: |pg  Ex e c u tjv e  Emails; News Media

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 28, 2020

Due Date:
November 27, 2020

Case Summary:
The request seeks copies of all electronic correspondence sent to and from the top personnel of 
the IRS regarding ProPublica.

Subject Matter: ProPublica's reporting that the IRS was severely defunded, resulting in fewer 
audits and less oversight for the wealthy, and more audits for the poor. The FOIA requester seeks 
to better understand how IRS leadership discuss and address news reports concerning the IRS's 
shortcomings.

Search Terms: "propublica" and "paul kiel"; also search for the following URLs.
- https://www.propublica.org/article/has-the-irs-hit-bottom
- https://www.propublica.org/article/how-the-irs-was-gutted
- https://www.propublica.org/series/gutting-the-irs

IRS locations to be searched: Emails of 12 IRS executives identified in the request.

Time frame: October 1,2018 to the present (FOIA request dated: October 21,2020).

Action Plan:
Search memos will be prepared and sent to the following 10 IRS BUs.

Chief of Staff, NTA, Chief Counsel, C&L, DCSE, OPR, LB&I, SBSE, Cl, and WBO.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
November 2, 2020



MUCKROCK NEWS 
DEPT MR 104130 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FOIA OFFICE
PO BOX 621506
ATLANTA, GA 30362-3006

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
□ata Service

SEP 2 8 2Q20
Centralized Processing Unit 

Atlanta, GA

October 21, 2020

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

Copies of all electronic correspondence sent to and from the top personnel of the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS), regarding ProPublica.

Please limit your search to the emails of the following IRS personnel:

— Charles P. Rettig, Commissioner
— Lia Colbert, Chief of Staff
— Kevin McIver, Chief of Staff
— Erin M. Collins, National Taxpayer Advocate
— Michael J. Desmond, IRS Chief Counsel
— Terry Lemons, Chief of Communications
— Sunita Lough, Deputy Commissioner for Services and Enforcement
— Sharyn Fisk, Director, Office of Professional Responsibility
— Doug O'Donnell. Commissioner, Large Business and International Division
— Eric Hylton, Commissioner, Small Business/Self- Employed Division
— James Lee, Chief, Criminal Investigation
— Lee Martin, Director, Whistleblower Office

When searching the emails of the above personnel, please use the non-case-sensitive keywords 
"propublica" and "paul kiel."

Please also search for the following URLs:

— https://www.propublica.org/article/has-the-irs-hit-bottom
— https://www.propublica.org/article/how-the-irs-was-gutted
— https://www.propublica.org/series/gutting-the-irs

|  ProPublica, a non-profit news organization, has reported that the IRS was severely defunded, resulting in
I fewer audits and less oversight for the wealthy, and more audits for the poor:
I
5 https://www.propublica.org/series/gutting-the-irs

Page i of 2



MuckRock News
DEPT MR 104130
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

(b)(6) [g>requests .muckrock.com

I am filing this request to better understand how IRS leadership discuss and address news reports 
concerning the agency's shortcomings.

Please note that I am submitting this request under the Freedom of Information Act only. I am NOT 
submitting this request under the Privacy Act. Please redact or withhold any records or information whose 
release would require a Privacy Act waiver.

For the purpose of assessing fees, please note that I am submitting this request in my capacity as a 
full-time journalist at Insider, Inc. in New York City.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. 1 look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com___________
E-mail (Preferred): | (b)(6) ^ requests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 104130
411A Highland Ave
Somerville?MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester’s name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

1010
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-02129

Sensitive Case Criteria: |pg c o m m u n jc a tions with a 
member of Congress

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 29, 2020

Due Date:
November 30, 2020

Case Summary:
The request seeks any correspondence between any staff from the congressional office(s) of 
U.S. Representative Markwayne Mullin and the IRS.

Time frame: January 1,2013 to the present (FOIA request dated: October 28, 2020).

Action Plan:
A search memo will be sent to the IRS Office of Legislative Affairs.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
November 3, 2020
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: October 29, 2020________

To: Case Batch Eff__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Nabors Teretta Q_____________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 205-761-4881

Number of pages: 17  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Teretta Nabors
Acting Program Manager, Centralized Processing Unit, GLDS
Email:| (b)(6) , ^ irs.gov<mailto:| (b)(6) @irs.gov>
Phone:| (b)(6) ~ F
Fax: 1-866-860-0480

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 1:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted October 28, 2020 02:00:02pm ET, and is

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/29/2020 1:31PM (GMT-04:00)



10/29/2020 1:29:13 PM -0400 IRS PAGE 2 OF 7

formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information 
First name

(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Email

(b)(6) ggmail.com<mailto (b)(6) @gmail.com>

Request
Request ID

168666

Confirmation ID

168141

Request description

I would like to request access to any paper/electronic correspondence between any staff/officials at the 
IRS (from January 1,2013 to present) with any staff from the congressional office(s) of US Rep. 
Markwayne Mullin, regarding . The names/email addresses of the congressional staff include, but are not 
limited to: Markwayne Mullin ( 
markwayne. mullin@ mail. house.gov<mailto: markwayne. mullin@mail.house.gov> ) Adam Buckalew ( 
adam.buckalew@mail.house.gov<mailto:adam.buckalew@mail.house.gov> ) Amy Lawrence (

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/29/2020 1:31PM (GMT-04:00)
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amy.lawrence@mail.house.gov<mailto:amy.lawrence@mail.house.gov> ) Britnee Preston ( 
britnee.preston@ mail. house.gov<mailto: britnee.preston@mail.house.gov> ) Darrin Munoz ( 
Darrin.munoz@mail.house.gov<mailto: Darrin.munoz@mail.house.gov> ) Deborah Dooley ( 
Deborah.dooley@mail.house.gov<mailto: Deborah.dooley@ mail,house.gov> ) Jason Self ( 
Jason.self@mail.house.gov<mailto: Jason.self@mail.house.gov>) Johnathan Moyer ( 
Johnathan.moyer@mail.house.gov<mailto:johnathan.moyer@mail.house.gov> ) Jonathan Gray ( 
Jonathan.gray@mail.house.gov<mailto:Jonathan.gray@mail.house.gov> ) Josh Miller ( 
josh.miller@mail.house.gov<mailto:josh.miller@mail.house.gov> ) Josh Miller ( 
josh.miller@mail.house.gov<mailto:josh.miller@mail.house.gov> ) Karl Ahlgren ( 
karl.ahlgren@mail.house.gov<mailto:karl.ahlgren@mail.house.gov> ) Kayla Priehs ( 
kayla.priehs@mail.house.gov<mailto:kayla.priehs@mail.house.gov> ) Liz Ritonia ( 
liz.ritonia@mail.house.gov<mailto:liz.ritonia@mail.house.gov> ) Madison Thames ( 
Madison,thames@mail.house.gov<mailto:Madison.thames@mail.house.gov> ) Mary Bower ( 
mary.bower@mail.house.gov<mailto:mary.bower@mail.house.gov> ) Meredith Blanford ( 
Meredith.blanford@mail.house.gov<mailto:Meredith.blanford@mail.house.gov> ) Michael Stwarka ( 
michael.stwarka@mail.house.gov<mailto:michael.stwarka@mail.house.gov>) Miranda Moorman ( 
miranda.moorman@mail.house.gov<mailto:miranda.moorman@mail.house.gov>) Peggy McGehee ( 
peggy.mcgehee@mail.house.gov<mailto:peggy.mcgehee@mail.house.gov> ) Taylor Hittie ( 
taylor.hittle@mail.house.gov<mailto:taylor.hittle@mail.house.gov> ) Tim Ross ( 
tim.ross@mail.house.gov<mailto:tim.ross@mail.house.gov> )

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

other

Fee waiver 

no 

Willing to pay 

50.00

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet, 
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/29/2020 1:31PM (GMT-04:00)
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address_line2 

address_state_province 

address_zip_postal_code 

email

expedited_processing 

fee_amount_willing 

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast 

request_category 

request_description 

168666

168141

(b)(6)

United States

no

50.00

no

(b)(6)

other

I would like to request access to any paper/electronic correspondence between any staff/officials at the 
IRS (from January 1,2013 to present) with any staff from the congressional office(s) of US Rep.
Markwayne Mullin, regarding . The names/email addresses of the congressional staff include, but are not 
limited to: Markwayne Mullin (

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/29/2020 1:31PM (GMT-04:00)
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markwayne.mullin@mail.house.gov<mailto:markwayne.mullin@mail.house.gov> ) Adam Buckalew ( 
adam.buckalew@mail.house.gov<mailto:adam.buckalew@mail.house.gov> ) Amy Lawrence ( 
amy.lawrence@mail.house.gov<mailto:amy. Iawrence@mail.house.gov> ) Britnee Preston ( 
britnee. preston@ mail,house.gov<mailto: britnee. preston@mail.house.gov> ) Darrin Munoz ( 
Darrin.munoz@mail.house.gov<mailto: Darrin.munoz@mail.house.gov> ) Deborah Dooley ( 
Deborah.dooley@mail.house.gov<mailto: Deborah.dooley@mail.house.gov> ) Jason Self ( 
Jason.self@mail.house.gov<mailto: Jason.self@mail.house.gov>) Johnathan Moyer ( 
Johnathan.moyer@mail.house.gov<mailto:johnathan.moyer@mail.house.gov> ) Jonathan Gray ( 
Jonathan.gray@mail.house.gov<mailto:Jonathan.gray@mail.house.gov> ) Josh Miller ( 
josh.miller@mail.house.gov<mailto:josh.miller@mail.house.gov> ) Josh Miller ( 
josh.miller@mail.house.gov<mailto:josh.miller@mail.house.gov> ) Karl Ahlgren ( 
karl.ahlgren@mail.house.gov<mailto:karl.ahlgren@mail.house.gov> ) Kayla Priehs ( 
kayla.priehs@mail.house.gov<mailto:kayla.priehs@mail.house.gov> ) Liz Ritonia ( 
liz.ritonia@mail.house.gov<mailto: liz.ritonia@mail.house.gov>) Madison Thames (
Madison,thames@mail.house.gov<mailto:Madison.thames@mail.house.gov> ) Mary Bower ( 
mary.bower@mail.house.gov<mailto:mary.bower@mail.house.gov> ) Meredith Blanford ( 
Meredith. blanford@mail.house.gov<mailto:Meredith. blanford@mail.house.gov> ) Michael Stwarka ( 
michael.stwarka@mail.house.gov<mailto:michael.stwarka@mail.house.gov> ) Miranda Moorman ( 
miranda.moorman@mail.house.gov<mailto: miranda.moorman@mail.house.gov>) Peggy McGehee ( 
peggy.mcgehee@mail.house.gov<mailto:peggy.mcgehee@mail.house.gov> ) Taylor Hittie ( 
taylor.hittle@mail.house.gov<mailto:taylor.hittle@mail.house.gov> ) Tim Ross ( 
tim.ross@mail. house.gov<mailto:tim.ross@mail. house.gov> )

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/29/2020 1:31PM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 168666

The following list contains the entire submission submitted October 28. 2020 02:00:02pm ET. and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Email (b)(6) zzjgmail.com

Request

Request ID 168666
ConfirmationID 168141

I would like to request access to any paper'electronic correspondence between any 
slalf/officials at the IRS (from January 1. 2013 to present) with any staff from the 
congressional office(s) of US Rep. Markwayne Mullin, regarding. The names/email 
addresses of the congressional staff include, but are not limited to: Markwayne Mullin 
( markwayne.mullin@mail.house,gov ) Adam Buckalew( 
adam.buckalew@mail.house.gov ) Amy Lawrence ( amy.lawrence@mail.house.gov ) 
Britnee Preston ( britnee.preston@mail.house.gov ) Darrin Munoz (
Darrin.munoz@mail.house.gov ) Deborah Dooley ( Deborah.dooley@niail.house.gov 
) Jason Sclf( Jason.self@mail.house.gov ) Johnathan Moyer (

Request johnalhan.moyer@mail.house.gov ) Jonathan Gray ( Jonalhan.gray@mail.house.gov ) 
description Josh Miller ( josh.niiller@niail.house.gov) Josh Miller ( josh.miller@mail.house.gov

) Karl Ahlgrcn ( karl.ahlgren@mail.housc.gov ) Kayla Prichs ( 
kayla.priehs@niail.house.gov ) Liz Ritonia ( liz.ritonia@niail.house.gov ) Madison 
Thames ( Madison.thames@mail.house.gov ) Mary' Bower ( 
mary.bower@mail.house.gov ) Meredith Blanford ( 
Mcrcdith.blanford@mail.housc.gov ) Michael Stwarka ( 
niichael.stwarka@mail.house.gov) Miranda Moorman ( 
niiranda.moorman@niail.house.gov) Peggy McGehee ( 
pcggy.nicgchee@jmail.housc.gov ) Taylor Hittie ( taylor.hittlc@mail.house.gov ) Tim 
Ross ( tim.ross@mail.housc.gov)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/29/2020 1:31PM (GMT-04:00)
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Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

other 

no

50.00

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10 /29 /202 0  1:31PM (GM T-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
| (b)(6) [Senior Director of Product Development,
Thomson Reuters

Case number:
2021-02660

Sensitive Case Criteria: Leg^, Ta x  a n c | Accounting mass 
media corporation seeks large 

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention volume of (historic) IRS pattern
®  Unique or novel situation language public correspondence
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees related to tax enforcement.

Disclosure Received Date:
November 9, 2020

Due Date:
December 9, 2020

Case Summary:
Self-identified commercial use requester seeks a report of the historical volumes of all IRS 
taxpayer correspondence as indicated below.

1. Historical volumes of Computer Paragraph (CP) Notices generated from 2015 to current
2. Historical volumes of Correspondex Letters generated from 2015 to current
3. Historical volumes of Repository Letters generated from 2015 to current
4. Historical volumes of ACS Letters generated from 2015 to current
5. Historical volumes of RGS Letters generated from 2015 to current

The requester seeks information to be disseminated and made available for public use in the 
company’s business.

Action Plan:
Additional research and guidance needed.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
November 12, 2020



11/06/20 01:22PM CST Thomson Reuters -> IRS CPU Stop 211 8778079215 Pg 1/2

Thomson Reuters
Phone: 469-691-1129
Fax:

To: IRS CPU Stop 211 From: (b)(6)

Fax: B77B079215 Pages: 2

Re: FOIA Request Date: November 06, 2020

Millions are now using the internet to send and receive faxes. Are you? No more phone line, no more fax machine. Try it free at 
RECEIVED BY IR S -E E F A X  1 1 /0 6 /2 0 2 0  2 :2 3 P M  (G M T -0 5 :0 0 >
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THOMSON REUTERS

2395 Midway Road, A2N-463 
Carrollton. TX 75006

November 6, 2020

Internal Revenue Service 
Central Processing Unit 
Stop 211
P.O. Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Dear Disclosure Manager,

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting a report of the historical 
volumes of all IRS taxpayer correspondence generated from from 2000 to 
current as indicated below to be provided to me:

* Historical volumes of Computer Paragraph (CP) Notices generated from 
2015 to current

• Historical volumes of Correspondex Letters generated from 2015 to 
current

• Historical volumes of Repository Letters generated from 2015 to current
• Historical volumes of ACS Letters generated from 2015 to current
« Historical volumes of RGS Letters generated from 2015 to current

I do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for 
the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a Commercial-Use 
Requester seeking information to be dissiminated and made available for public 
use in the company's business.

I am willing to pay search fees for this request up to a maximum of $250. If you
estimate that the fees will exceed this limit or if you have any questions
concerning this request, please contact (b)(6)

(b)(6) or email at (b)(6) pjthomsonreuters.com.
via phone at (b)(6)

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

0  thDmscrueuteniXG'n

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11 /06 /2020  2:23PM (GMT-05:00>



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
| (b)(6) Senior Director of Editorial, Thomson Reuters

Case number:
2021-02661

Sensitive Case Criteria: Leg^, Ta x  a n c | Accounting mass 
media corporation seeks large 

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention volume of IRS pattern language
®  Unique or novel situation public correspondence related to
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees tax enforcement.

Disclosure Received Date:
November 6, 2020

Due Date:
December 8, 2020

Case Summary:
Self-identified commercial use requester seeks sample images of all IRS taxpayer 
correspondence as indicated below.

1. Sample images of English version of all Correspondex Letters
2. Sample images of English version of all Repository Letters
3. Sample images of English version of all ACS Letters
4. Sample images of English version of all RGS Letters

The requester seeks information to be disseminated and made available for public use in the 
company’s business.

Action Plan:
Additional research and guidance needed.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
November 12, 2020



11/06/20 01:21PM CST Thomson Reuters -> IRS CPU Stop 211 8778079215 Pg 1/2

Thomson Reuters
Phone: 469-691-1129
Fax:

To: IRS CPU stop 211 From: (b)(6)

Fax: B77B079215 Pages: 2

Re: FOIA Request Date: November 08, 2020

Millions are now using the internet to send and receive faxes. Are you? No more phone line, no more fax machine. Try it free at 
RECEIVED BY IR S -E E F A X  1 1 /0 6 /2 0 2 0  1 :2 2 P M  (G M T -0 6 :0 0 >
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THOMSON REUTERS

2395 Midway Road, A2N-463 
Carrollton. TX 75006

November 6, 2020

Internal Revenue Service 
Central Processing Unit 
Stop 211
P.O. Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Dear Disclosure Manager,

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting sample images of all 
IRS taxpayer correspondence as indicated below to be provided to me:

• Sample images of English version of all Correspondex Letters
• Sample images of English version of all Repository Letters
• Sample images of English version of all ACS Letters
• Sample images of English version of all RGS Letters

I do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for 
the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a Commercial-Use 
Requester seeking information to be dissirninated and made available for public 
use in the company's business.

Please provide this information in electronic format. Please provide all 
documents for each document type regardless of whether they are new or not.

I am willing to pay search fees for this request up to a maximum of $250. If you
estimate that the fees w i l l  exceed this limit or if you have any questions____  
concerning this request, please contact <b)<6) |via phone at | (b)(6)

(b)(6) |or email at (b)(6) ho msonreuters.com.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Senior Director of Editorial
(b)(6) iSftthomsonreuters.com

0  tbsmscrweutersxG’n

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 1 1 /0 6 /2 0 2 0  1:22PM  (G M T -06 :00>
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pursuant to exemption

i:26 U.S.C. §6103

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6) |(ProPublica)

Case number:
2021-03156

Sensitive Case Criteria: p r o pu b|jc a

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
November 16, 2020

Due Date:
December 15, 2020

Case Summary:
Request is for:

Business Performance Review (BPR) review issued for Q3 and Q4 of FY2020 for the Wage 
and Investment division.

Other Information: Previously requested on FOIA request 2020-02525 generated in May of 
this year.

Action Plan:
Will Prepare a Search Memorandum for Wage and Investment and process case.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan, through David Nimmo

Date:
11/18/2020



11/16/2020 11:52:50 AM -0600 IRS

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: November 16, 2020______

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2978

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 10:10 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 16, 2020 10:10:03am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:55AM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica

Email

(b)(6) g propublica. org < mai lto| (b)(6) g  prO pu bIica. org >

Request
Request ID

172576

Confirmation ID

172051

Request description

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552, I request the most recent Business 
Performance Review reports for the Wage and Investment division. Business Performance Reviews are 
typically delivered to the commissioner of the division on a quarterly basis. Via an earlier FOIA request 
(2020-02525), I received the BPR for W&l generated in May of this year. I request all W&l BPRs issued

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:55AM (GMT-06:00)
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since that May report. Namely, I request the reports for Q3 and Q4 of FY2020. I am willing to be flexible 
with the details of this request, and so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the 
efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well may agree to a revision of my request. If my request is 
denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. I 
will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of course, reserve 
the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees. As I am making 
this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your communicating 
with me by telephone or email, rather than by mail, if you have questions regarding this request. I look 
forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your assistance.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

Willing to pay

$100

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:55AM (GMT-06:00)
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company_organization 

email

expedited_processing 

fee_amount_willing 

fee_waiver 

fee_waiver_explanation 

name_first 

namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

172576

172051

(b)(6)

(b)(6) ^propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) ^ propublica.org>

no

$100

yes

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:55AM (GMT-06:00>
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media

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552 ,1 request the most recent Business 
Performance Review reports for the Wage and Investment division. Business Performance Reviews are 
typically delivered to the commissioner of the division on a quarterly basis. Via an earlier FOIA request 
(2020-02525), I received the BPR for W&l generated in May of this year. I request all W&l BPRs issued 
since that May report. Namely, I request the reports for Q3 and Q4 of FY2020.1 am willing to be flexible 
with the details of this request, and so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the 
efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well may agree to a revision of my request. If my request is 
denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. I 
will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of course, reserve 
the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees. As I am making 
this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your communicating 
with me by telephone or email, rather than by mail, if you have questions regarding this request. I look 
forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your assistance.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:55AM (GMT-06:00)
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FOIA Request 172576

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 16. 2020 10:10:03am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country United States
Phone <b)(6)
Conipany/Organization ProPublica
Email (b^6  ̂ Jipropublica. org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

172576

172051

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information A ct 5 U.S.C. s. 552.1 request the 
most recent Business Performance Review reports for the Wage and Investment 
division. Business Performance Review's are typically delivered to the commissioner 
of the division on a quarterly basis. Via an earlier FOIA request (2020-02525), I 
received the BPR for W&I generated in May of this year. I request all W&I BPRs 
issued since that May report. Namely. I request the reports for Q3 and Q4 of FY2020. 
I am willing to be flexible with the details of tins request, and so I urge you to contact

Request 
description

me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well 
may agree to a revision of my request. If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask 
that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. 1 will also 
expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of 
course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to 
deny a waiver of fees. As I am making this request as a journalist and this information 
is of timely value, I would appreciate your communicating with me by telephone or 
email, rather than by mail, if  you have questions regarding this request. I look 
forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for 
your assistance.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 1 1 /16 /202 0  11:55AM (GMT-06:00>
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Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category 
ID
Fee waiver

media

yes
I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. Uris request

Explanation is made as part of newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive 
search and review fees.

Willing to pay SI 00

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:55AM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) |(ProPublica) 2021-03157

Sensitive Case Criteria: p r o pu b|jc a

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
November 16, 2020

Due Date:
December 15, 2020

Case Summary:
Request is for:

Business Performance Review (BPR) reports for SB/SE, limited to the BPRs for third and 
fourth quarters of FY 2020.

Other information: Received the BPRs for earlier quarters/years via F18169-0121, 
F20029-0111, and 2020-02844.

Action Plan:
Will Prepare a Search Memorandum for SBSE and process case.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan, through David Nimmo

Date:
11/18/2020
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: November 16, 2020______

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 470-769-2978

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 11:20 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 16, 2020 11:20:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:45AM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica

Email

(b)(6) §propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

Request
Request ID

172596

Confirmation ID

172071

Request description

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552 ,1 request Business Performance 
Review reports for the Small Business/Self-Employed division. Business Performance Reviews are 
typically delivered to the commissioner of the division on a quarterly basis. I limit my request to SBSE 
BP Rs covering the third and fourth quarters of FY2020.1 received BP Rs for earlier quarters via FOIA

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:45AM (GMT-06:00>
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requests F18169-0121, F20029-0111, and 2020-02844. I am willing to be flexible with the details of this 
request, and so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my 
request. I very well may agree to a revision of my request. If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask 
that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to release 
all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of course, reserve the right to appeal your 
decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees. As I am making this request as a 
journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your communicating with me by 
telephone or email, rather than by mail, if you have questions regarding this request. I look forward to your 
reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your assistance.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

Willing to pay

100

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:45AM (GMT-06:00)
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company_organization 

email

expedited_processing 

fee_amount_willing 

fee_waiver 

fee_waiver_explanation 

name_first 

namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

172596

172071

(b)(6)

(b)(6) ^ propublica.org<mailtq (b)(6) ^ propublica.org>

no

100

yes

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:45AM (GMT-06:00>
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media

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552 ,1 request Business Performance 
Review reports for the Small Business/Self-Employed division. Business Performance Reviews are 
typically delivered to the commissioner of the division on a quarterly basis. I limit my request to SBSE 
BPRs covering the third and fourth quarters of FY2020.1 received BPRs for earlier quarters via FOIA 
requests F18169-0121, F20029-0111, and 2020-02844. I am willing to be flexible with the details of this 
request, and so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my 
request. I very well may agree to a revision of my request. If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask 
that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to release 
all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of course, reserve the right to appeal your 
decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees. As I am making this request as a 
journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your communicating with me by 
telephone or email, rather than by mail, if you have questions regarding this request. I look forward to your 
reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your assistance.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:45AM (GMT-06:00)
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FOIA Request 172596

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 16. 2020 11:20:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

Request

Request ID 172596
Confirmation
ID

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act. 5 U.S.C. s. 552.1 request 
Business Performance Review reports for the Small Business'Self-Employed 
division. Business Performance Reviews are typically delivered to the commissioner 
of the division on a quarterly basis. I limit my request to SBSE BPRs covering the 
third and fourth quarters of FY2020.1 received BPRs for earlier quarters via FOIA 
requests F18169-0121, F20029-0111. and 2020-02844.1 am willing to be flexible 
with the details of this request, and so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that 

Request may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well may agree to a revision
description of my request. If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all

deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to 
release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of course, reserve the 
right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees. 
As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I 
would appreciate your communicating with me by telephone or email, rather than by 
mail, if you have questions regarding this request. I look forward to your reply within 
20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your assistance.

Supporting documentation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:45AM (GMT-06:00>
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Fees

Request category 
ID
Fee waiver

media

yes
I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request

Explanation is made as part of newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive 
search and review fees.

Willing to pay 100

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/16/2020 11:45AM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) BuzzFeed News 2021-03566

Sensitive Case Criteria: |pg Ex e c u tjv e  Communications;
News Media

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
November 19, 2020

Due Date:
December 18, 2020

Case Summary:
The request (item 3 referred by Treasury to IRS for direct reply to the requester) seeks all 
communications between the IRS Commissioner and his immediate aides and the White 
House and the General Services Administration mentioning or referring to decisions to turn 
over or withhold transition related materials to President-Elect Joseph Biden and Vice 
President-Elect Kamala Harris and their administration.

Action Plan:
The Chief of Staff FOIA functional coordinator will be contacted to conduct a search and/or to 
determine whether the request should be re-scoped.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
November 24, 2020
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: November 19, 2020______

To: TLS CPU_______________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Woods Jeremy A_____________________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service_____________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number: 214-413-5481

Number of pages: 18  Including cover page

Subject: FW: 2021-FOIA-00180 Is Being Processed in Departmental Offices and Routed to Your Office for 
Direct Response to the Requester

Good afternoon!

Please establish a case in FOIAXpress with the correspondence received from Treasury and assign to 
DO 13 for processing. Have a great day!

Jeremy Woods, Sr.

Government Information Specialist - Disclosure Analyst

HQ Disclosure Policy & Program Operations

FOIA Program Support

(b)(6) - Office

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/19/2020 1:58PM (GMT-05:00)
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(855) 205-9332 - eFax

If you're an IRS employee with a Disclosure Question, please call our Help Desk at 1-866-591-0860, 
check out our website at http://discl.web.irs.gov/Default.asp, or send an email to 
*Disclosure@irs.gov<mailto:*Disclosure@irs.gov>.

"The secret of getting things done is to act." -Dante

From: (b)(6) gtreasury.gov < (b)(6) ]@treasury.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 7:29 AM ______
To:| (b)(6) ^ bep.gov;| (b)(6) @ttb.gov;| <b)<6) ^ .fiscal .treasury.gov:

(b)(6) gfiscaLtreasury.gov; | (b)(6) g usmint.treas.gov; FinCENFOIA@fincen.gov; Higley
Denise <| (bX6) ~ ^ irs.gov>; Woods Jeremy A<j (b)(6) ^ irs.gov>; White William IV
<| (b)(6) @irs.q6v>; Jones AmyP TIG T A *] (b)(6) g tigta.treas.gov>;
FOIA.Reading.Room@tigta.treas.gov; (b)(6)

(b)(6) gocc.treas.gov; FinCENFOIA@fincen.gov;
(b)(6) |gfincen.gov

jgocc.treas.gov; foia-pa@occ.treas.gov;
(b)(6) gfincen.gov;

Subject: 2021-FOIA-00180 Is Being Processed in Departmental Offices and Routed to Your Office for
Direct Response to the Requester

Good morning,

Out office is in receipt of the above indicated FOIA request. The requester seeks records from 
Departmental Offices and each of the bureaus. Please note that the requester referenced Department of 
the Justice in one portion of the request. I reached out to the requester and he advised it was a typo and 
he should have referenced Department of the Treasury. The requester will be advised that his request 
has been routed to the bureaus for direct response to him.

Thank you,

Cawana Pearson

FOIA Case Manager, FOIA and Transparency

Privacy, Transparency, and Records

U.S. Department of the Treasury

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/19/2020 1:58PM (GMT-05:00)
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From:
To: 
Subject: 
Date:

| (b)(6) |

Raarson, Cawana
Re: 2021-FOIA-00180 Request for ClarificatioO
Monday, November 16, 2020 4:38:06 PM

** Caution: External email. Pay attention to suspicious links and attachments. Send 
suspicious email to suspect@treasuiy-.gov **

It should say Department of Treasury. That was a typo on my part. Apologies and thank you 
for reaching out.

Best,

(b)(6)

BuzzFeed News
Senior Investigative Reporter 

(Signal)
(b)(6)

6824 Lexington Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90038
Send me documents and tips, securely and anonymously: tips.buzzfccd.com 
PGP fingerprint: 
https://hyperlink.
ori gin=ht tps: / Av w w. buzzfeednews. com/author/j as onlcopol d

___________________________________(b)(6)

services.treasurv.gov/agency.do?

On Mon. Nov 16, 2020, 12:56 PM (b)(6) tg4reasuiy.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon (b)(6)

My apologies.....your request is number 2021-FOIA-00180 not 00183 as 
mentioned in my earlier email.

Our office is in receipt of your FOIA request identified above. Before we can 
process your request, we need clarification concerning the records you seek. 
In item # 1 of your request, you seek, “Copies of any and all Department of 
Treasury' transition materials that were prepared by Department of Justice 
component officials for President-Elect Joseph Biden and Vice President-

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/19/2020 1:58PM (GMT-05:00)
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Elect Kamala Harris and their administration.” Did you intend to reference 
Department of Justice or Department of the Treasury’? We just require 
clarification before we move forward.

Thank you,

Cawana Pearson

FOIA Case Manager, FOIA and Transparency

Privacy, Transparency, and Records

U.S. Department of the Treasury

Telephone: | (b)(6) |

Email: | tbAe) ptieasmy.gov
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FOIA Request 171771

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 12. 2020 12:30:02pm ET. and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

Request

Request ID 171771
Confirmation
II) 171246
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Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau Bureau of Engraving & Printing Bureau 
of the Fiscal Service Departmental Oilices Financial Cnines Enforcement Network 
Internal Revenue Service Office Of The Comptroller of the Currency Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration United States Mint This is a request for 
records under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552 and the 
Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552a. This request should be considered under both statutes to 
maximize the release of records. This request seeks expedited processing.
REQUESTER INFORMATION Name: Jason Leopold Position: Senior Investigative 
Reporter, BuzzFeed News Address: 1669 Benedict Canyon Dr., Beverly Hills, CA 
90210 Email: iasonleopoldi'o'gmail.com RECORDS SOUGHT I request from all 
Department of Treasury components, including the Department of Treasury* HQ, 
addressed here the following records: 1. Copies of any and all Department of Treasury 
transition materials that were prepared by Department of Justice component officials 
for President-Elect Joseph Biden and Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris and their 
administration. 2. Any and all records of correspondence, such as emails, letters, 
memos, directives, talking points, relating or referring to decisions to turn over or 
withhold transition materials to President-Elect Joseph Biden and Vice President-Elect 
Kamala Harris and their administration. The search may be limited to departmentheads 
and their immediate aides. 3. All communications between the component headsand 
their immediate aides and the White House and the General Services Administration 
mentioning or referring to decisions to turn over or withhold transitionrelated 
materials to to President-Elect Joseph Biden and Vice President-Elect KamalaHarris 
and their administration. Reasonably Foreseeable Hann. 'Ihe FOIA Improvement Act 
of 2016 amended the FOIA as follows (5 USC 552(a)(8)): (A) Anagency shall— (i) 
withhold information under this section only if— (I) the agencyreasonably foresees 
that disclosure would harm an interest protected by an exemptiondescribed in 
subsection (b); or (II) disclosure is prohibited by law; and (ii) (I) considcrwhethcr 
partial disclosure of information is possible whenever the agency deterniinesthat a full 
disclosure of a requested record is not possible; and (II) take reasonablesteps necessary 
to segregate and release nonexempt information. . .. Treasury and itscomponents

Request should not fail to comply with tins mandatory part of the FOIA asrccently amended by
description Congress. The Agency is required to identify what reasonablyforeseeable harm would

flow from release of the information withheld, nor did itconsider a partial disclosure of 
the information, taking reasonable steps to scgrcgatcand release nonexempt 
information. INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING SEARCH 1.Request for Public 
Records: Please search for any records even if they are alreadypublicly available. 2. 
Request for Electronic and Paper/Manual Searches: I request thatsearches of all 
electronic and papcr/manual indices, filing systems, and locations forany and all 
records relating or referring to the subject of my request be conducted. Ifurther request 
that the agencies conduct a search of its “soft files” as well as files inits locked 
cabinets. 3. Request regarding Photographs and other Visual Materials: [request that 
any photographs or other visual materials responsive to my request bereleased to me in 
their original or comparable forms, quality*, and resolution. Forexample, if a 
photograph was taken digitally, or if the agencies maintains a photographdigitally, I 
request disclosure of the original digital image file, not a reduced resolutionversion of 
that image file nor a printout and scan of that image file. Likewise, if  aphotograph was 
originally taken as a color photograph, I request disclosure of thatphotograph as a 
color image, not a black and white image. Please contact me for anyclarification on 
this point. 4. Request for Duplicate Pages: I request disclosure ofanyand all 
supposedly “duplicate” pages. Scholars analyze records not only for theinformation 
available on any given page, but also for the relationships between thatinformation and 
information on pages surrounding it. As such, though certain pagesmay have been 
previously released ECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 1 1 /1 9 /2 0 2 0  1:58PM  (G M T -05:00)
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Supporting documentation

Fees

Request
category ID

media

Fee waiver yes
I am the senior investigative reporter for BuzzFeed News and formerly senior 
investigative reporter and on-air correspondent for VICE News, Additionally, my 
reporting has been published in The Guardian, The Wall Street Journal. Tire Financial 
Times. Salon, CBS Marketwatch. The Los .Angeles Times. The Nation, Truthout, Al 
Jazeera English and Al Jazeera America. I request a complete waiver of all search and 
duplication fees. If my request for a waiver is denied, I request that I be considered a 
member of the news media for fee purposes. Under 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(A)(iii), 
“Documents shall be furnished without any charge ... if disclosure of the information is 
in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in 

‘ the commercial interest of the requester/' Disclosure in this case meets the statutory
criteria, as the records sought detail the operations and activities of government. This 
request is also not primarily in my commercial request as I am seeking the records as a 
journalist to analyze and freely release to members of the public. If I am not granted a 
complete fee waiver, I request to be considered a member of the news media for fee 
purposes. I am willing to pay all reasonable duplication expenses incurred in 
processing this FOIA request. I will appeal any denial o f mv request for a waiver 
administratively and to the courts if necessary. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions concerning this request. Thank you. I appreciate your time and 
attention to this matter.

Willing to 
Pa J

$25

Expedited processing

Expedited
P„  rocessi■ ng >e S
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I ask that my request be given expedited processing because there is an urgency to 
inform the public about an actual or alleged federal government activity, and I am a 
person primarily engaged in disseminating information. As senior investigative reporter 
at BuzzFeed News, I am a full-time member o f the news media. 1 therefore quality as a 
person primarily engaged in disseminating information. A potential crisis is brewing as 
is the peaceful transfer o f power. Over the weekend of November 7, 2020, the 2020 
presidential election was called for Joseph Biden, who surpassed 270 electoral votes. 
President Donald Trump has refused to concede the election to President-Elect Biden 
and has invented conspiracy theories about widespread voter fraud, claiming, without 
evidence that he is the rightful winner of the presidential election. It has been reported 
that the White House has advised executive branch agencies to withhold turning over 
transitions materials prepared for the incoming Biden-Harris administration, threatening 
the timely transition of power. It is crucial that my request be granted expedited 
treatment and records produced to me on an expedited basis so that I may inform the 
public about these matters. These records are not being requested for commercial 
purposes. I intend to use these records to write news stories and inform the public about 
actual government activity, concerning the novel coronavirus global pandemic.

Explanation BuzzFeed News is a global news organization with more than 200 journalists stationed 
in North America. South America, Europe, Asia and the Pacific. BuzzFeed News has 
been recognized as a “representative of the news media” for fee assessment purposes by 
every federal agency that has received our FOIA requests. Thank you for your 
consideration of this request. I certify the foregoing to be tru eand correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. _ / s / W ( 6 ) (b)(6) |~lhe very' 
purpose of the FOIA is to lessen the public’s dependency on official government 
statements and open the underlying documents to public scrutiny. This is clearly an 
instance in which expedited processing of a FOIA request is warranted. These records 
arc not being requested for commercial purposes. I intend to use these records Io write 
news stories and inform the public about actual government activity, concerning the 
novel coronavirus global pandemic. BuzzFeed News is a global news organization with 
more than 200 journalists stationed in North America. South America, Europe, Asia and 
the Pacific. BuzzFeed News has been recognized as a “representali vc of the news 
media” for fee assessment purposes by every federal agency that has received our FOIA 
requests. Thank you for your consideration of this request. As applicable Department 
regulations provide, I will anticipate your determination within ten (10) calendar days. I 
certify this statement to be true and correct.-| <bK6) ~
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
|_______ (b)(6)_______ | of American Bridge 21st Century PAC

Case number:
2021-04142

Sensitive Case Criteria: N a t io n a |  P o | j t jc a |

Implications/Media
H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 02, 2020

Due Date:
December 31,2020.

Case Summary:
The request seeks copies of all communication with the organization "American for 
Public Trust" including, but not limited to, email communications with email 
addresses at the @americansforpublictrust.org domain.

Action Plan:
Tried to reach/contact requester - to endeavor to get further clarity: Prima facie, the request is 
not only overly broad, but it lacks authorization even though the subject is a Non- for-Profit 
Organization. At a minimum may be request under the established Routine Procedure.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
December 03, 2020



FOIA Request 175781

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 02, 2020 10:40:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Fax
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

United States
(b)(6)

202-315-0384
American Bridge 21st Century PAC

( b ) ( 6 ) |5)gmail.com

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation ID

Request 
description

175781
175256
I am requesting copies of all communication with the organization "American for 
Public Trust" including, but not limited to, email communications with email 
addresses at the @americansforpublictrust.org domain

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

media
no
$25

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) ACLU 2021-04306

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 3, 2020

Due Date:
January 20, 2021

Case Summary:
FOIA request submitted to several agencies, including IRS, requesting documents concerning 
the purchase and use of cell phone location data. These records include documents related to 
vendors Babel Street, X-Mode, Anomaly Six, and Venntel, as well as records regarding the 
evaluation of a program used for cell phone locate data, Locate X (as described in a 
referenced Wall Street Journal article.) Other documents related to this program, its use, and 
data are also requested.
Expedite processing requested. Fee waiver requested.

Action Plan:
Working with requester to clarify and obtain additional information needed to secure records 
from COR, specifically Procurement. It appears all other available records would be 
maintained by Cl. Will request records from Cl. If requester provides needed information will 
send search memo to Procurement.
Expedite processing granted. No fees anticipated.

Submitted By:
Don Trussell, TLS

Date:
January 4, 2021
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Recipient Information
To: D isclosure Central Processing Unit 
Company: Internal Revenue Service
Fax #: 18778079215

Sender Information
From : I
Company: American Civil Liberties Union Foundatlo 
Email address: nspfoia@aclu.org (from 47.184.42.125) 
Phone #: 2125492500
Sent on: Thursday, December 3 2020 at 11:16 AM EST

To Whom It May Concern,

Please find attached a FOIA request addressed to the Internal Revenue Service. For all future correspondence regarding this 
request, please contact Ashley Gorski at| (b)(6) ~^>aclu.org and nspfoia@aclu.org.

Thank you,

(b)(6)

Senior Staff Attorney | National Security Projecla€<

American Civil Liberties UnionatT

125 Broad St., New York, NY 10(104a€<

(b)(6) @aclu.orgiiG

Pronouns f  (b)(6) |

www.aclu.orq

This fax was sent using the FaxZero.com fax service. Please send your response directly to the sender, not to FaxZero.

FaxZero.com has a zero tolerance policy for abuse and junk faxes. If this fax is spam or abusive, please e-mail support@faxzero.com or send 
a fax to 855-330-1238, or phone 707-400-6360. Specify fax #28137124. We will add your fax number to ihe block list.

1/7
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ACLU
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

CREATING
LAW
ENFORCEMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY &
RESPONSIBILITY

December 3. 2020

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms. & Explosives
Information Privacy and Governance (IPG) Division
Room 4E.301
99 New York Avenue, NE
Washington. DC 20226
Email: foiamaili@atf.gov

Central Intelligence Agency
Infonnation and Privacy Coordinator
Central Intelligence .Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505
Fax: (703)613-3007

Defense Intelligence .Agency
ATTN: FAC2C (FOIA)
7400 Pentagon
Washington. DC 20301-7400
Email: brittley.timmons@dodiis.mil

Department of the Air Force
Headquarters Air Force/AAII (FOIA)
] 000 Air Force Pentagon
Washington. DC 20330-1000
Email: SAF.AA.HAF.FOIA.Workflow@us.af.mil

Department of the Army
U.S. Anny Freedom of Information Act Office
Records Management and Declassification Agency
9301 ChapckRd. Bldg 1458
Fort Belvoir. VA 22060-5605
Email: usarmy.belvoir.hqda-oaa-ahs.mbx.rmda-foia@mail.mil

Department of Justice
FOIA PA Mail Referral Unit
Department of Justice
Room 115
LOC Building
Washington. DC 20530-0001
Phone: (202)616-3837
Email: MRUFOIA. Request s@usdoj .gov

1
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Department of the Navy
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
FOIA'Privacy Act Program Office/Service Center
ATTN: DNS 36
2000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington DC 20350-2000 
Email: DONFOIA-PA^navyrmil

Department of the Treasury
Office of Intelligence and Analysis
FOIA Request
Washington. DC 20220 
Em ai 1: treasfoia ((h treasury.gov

Drug Enforcement Administration
Office of National Security Intelligence
Attn: FOE PA Unit (SARF) 
8701 Morrissette Drive 
Springfield. Virginia 22152 
Email: DEA.FOIA(«!usdoj.gov

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Attn: FOFPA Request
Record. Information Dissemination Section 
170 Marcel Drive
Winchester, VA 22602-4843 
Fax: (540) 868-4391/4997

Internal Revenue Service
Disclosure Central Processing L/nit
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Fax: (877) 807-9215

National Security Agency
Attn: FOIA PA Office 
9800 Savage Road. Suite 6932 
Ft. George^G. Meade, MD 20755-6932 
Fax: (443)479-3612

Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Gregoiy Koch
Director, Information Management Office
ATTN: FOIA/PA
Washington, D.C. 20511

2
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Email: dni-foia(®dni.gov

U.S. Special Operations Command
FOIA Requester Service Center
ATTN: SOCS-SJS-VI
7701 Tampa Point Blvd.
MacDill AFB, FL 33621-5323
Fax: (813) 826-3212

Re: FOIA Request Concerning Purchase and Use of (e ll Phone Location Data 
(Expedited Processing Requested)

To Whom It May Concern:

The American Civil Liberties Union and the American Civil Liberties Union Foundation 
(together, the "ACLU")1 and the Creating Law Enforcement Accountability & Responsibility 
("CLEAR") Project at the City University of New York ("CUNY") School of Law2 submit this 
Freedom of Information Act request (the "Request"). The Request seeks records from the Bureau 
of Alcohol. Tobacco. Firearms, & Explosives, Central Intelligence Agency, Defense Intelligence 
Agency. Department of the Air Force. Department of the .Army. Department of Justice, 
Department of the Navy, Department of the Treasury, Drug Enforcement Agency. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Internal Revenue Sendee, National Security Agency, Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence, and U.S. Special Operations Command (“SOCOM") 
(collectively, the "Agencies”), pertaining to the purchase of cell phone location data.

■ The American Civil Liberties Union Foundation is a 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3) organization that provides legal 
representation free of charge to individuals and organizations in civil rights and civil liberties cases, and educates the 
public about civil rights and civil liberties issues across the country7. The American Civil Liberties Union is a 
separate non-profit, 26 U.S.C. § 501 (chyD membership organization that educates the public about the civil liberties
implications of pending and proposed state and federal legislation, provides analysis of pending and proposed
legislation, directly lobbies legislators, and mobilizes its members to lobby their legislators

'  The CLEAR Project is a clinical project of Mam Street Legal Services at the CLdY School of Law in Long 
Island City, New York, dedicated to addressing die needs of communities targeted by government policies and 
practices deployed under the guise of national security and counterterrorism.

5 Joseph Cox, How the It.S. Military Buys I .acatian Data from Ordinary Apps. Motherboard (Nov. 16, 2020), 
https://www.vice.com/en/article/jgqni5x/us-iTnlitary-location-data-xni ode-locate-x.

Mi

3
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L Background

On November 16, 2020, Motherboard reported that the "U.S. military is buying the 
granular movement data of people around the world, harvested from innocuous-seeming apps," 
including a Muslim prayer app that has more than 98 million downloads worldwide, a Muslim 
dating app, a popular Craigslist app. and an app for following storms? According to Senator Ron 
Wyden, these U.S. military7 purchases include data harvested from phones inside the United 
States.4 This is the first detailed public report on the LES. military’s purchase of cell phone 
location data.
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Through reporting and technical analysis. Motherboard uncovered two separate data 
streams from which the U.S. military7 has obtained location information.

5 Id  , see also, e.g., Byron Tau, Academic Project Used Marketing Data to Monitor Russian Military’ Sites, Wall
St. J. (July 20, 2020). https://www.wsj.com/articles.'academic-project-used-marketing-data-to-momtor-russian- 
military-sites-11595073601 UDocuments reviewed by the Journal show that in the U.S.. Babel Street had sold its 
products to nearly every' major defense, national-security or law-enforcement agency, including the Central 
Intelligence Agency, the National Security Agency, the Justice Department, the Department of Homeland Security, 
the Defense Intelligence Agency and U.S. Cyber Command.").

J Charles Levinson, Through Apps, Not Warrants, 'Locate X ’ Allows Federal Law Enforcement To Track 
Phones, Protocol (Mar. 5. 20201, httpsC/www protocol.com/government-buying-location-data.

7 Cox, supra note 3.
s See Stuart A. Thompson & Charlie Warzel. Twelve Million Phones, One Dataset, Zero Privacy, N.Y. Times

(Dec. 19, 2019), https.//www.ny times.com- interact ive/2019'12/19'opinion/location-tracking-cell-phone.html. 
(explaining that “it’s child’s play to connect real names to the dots that appear on the maps” of cell phone location 
data).

7 Cox, supra note 3.
( See Byron Tau. U.S. Government Contractor Embedded So ftware in Apps to Track Phones, Wall St. J. (Aug. 

7, 2020), https..'7www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-gcverninent-contractor-embedded-software-in-apps-to-track-phones-
11596808801, Byron Tau & Michelle Hackman, Federal Agencies Use Cellphone Location Data for Immigration 
Enforcement, Wall St. J. (Feb. 7, 202HL https.//www.wsj.com/articles/federal-agencies-use-cellphone-location-data- 
for-immigration-enforcement-11581078600.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/03/2020 11:27AM (GMT-05:00)

The first stream involves a company named Babel Street, which offers a product called 
“Locate X." In a statement to Motherboard, Navy Cmdr. Tim Hawkins, a SOCOM 
spokesperson, confirmed SOCOM’s purchase of Locate X. Several other federal agencies have 
reportedly purchased Locate X as well.5 According to former Babel Street employees, the 
company's data comes largely from third-part}' aggregators who offer revenue to mobile app 
developers in exchange for data.5 .Although the Locate X data is not explicitly linked to name of 
the cell phone’s owner, a former Babel Street employee explained to Motherboard that the 
company' could “absolutely deanonymize a person,” and that employees would "play with it. to 
be honest.”7 Other reporting has established that it is trivially easy to identify particular 
individuals using their location information, by following their pattern of movements to and from 
their homes, or by pairing the data with publicly available information.^

The second stream of location information involves a company' named X-Mode, which 
encourages app developers to incorporate “software development kits” that collect app users’ 
location data and send it to X-Mode, often unbeknownst to app users. X-Mode then sells this 
data to several clients, including LLS. military contractors. Senator Ron Wyden told 
Motherboard that X-Mode said it is selling location data harvested from LLS. phones to LLS. 
military customers, via defense contractors?;

Others recent new's reports have discussed government agencies' purchase of similar cell 
phone location data ti’om two additional companies: .Anomaly' Six and Venntel.10

4
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These developments raise serious concerns about the scope of the Agencies' purchases, 
the Agencies' discriminatory focus on Muslims, and the warrantless acquisition and use of 
location information from people inside the United States, where fundamental Fourth 
Amendment protections most strongly apply. In 2018, the Supreme Court in Carpenter K  United 
States held that the government must get a warrant to obtain cell phone location history, given its 
highly sensitive and revealing nature. Despite this precedent, some government lawyers have 
reportedly approved the purchase of cell phone location information from commercial databases, 
on the theory that ;’the Carpenter ruling doesn’t apply” to such purchases.” Other government 
lawyers have reportedly discouraged agencies from buying data from commercial databases, 
given the controversial nature of these purchases.12

The ACLU and CLEAR submit this FOIA request to provide the public with information 
about the Agencies’ purchase and use of cell phone location information.

IL Requested Records

The ACLU requests the following records from the Agencies. This Request seeks records 
created on or after January 1, 2017:

1. All contracts, memoranda of understanding, letters of commitment, licenses, 
subscription agreements, and other agreements with vendors, including but not 
limited to Babel Street, .X-Mode, Anomaly Six, or Venntel, concerning government 
access to or receipt of data from commercial databases containing cell phone location 
information, including but not limited to Locate X.

2. All records pertaining to the "governmentwide evaluation of Locate X." as described 
in The Wall Street Journal' ’

3. All communications with Babel Sh eet, X-Mode, Anomaly Six, or Venntel relating to 
commercial databases containing cell phone location information.

4. All policies, procedures, guidelines, formal or informal guidance, advisories, 
directives, training materials, presentations, and memoranda concerning:

a Access to commercial databases containing cell phone location information;

1 Byron Tau & Michelle Hackman, Federal Agencies Use Cellphone Location Data for Immigration 
Enforcement, Wall St. J. (Feb. 7, 202(0, h

immigration-enforcement-11581078600.
ttps.//www.wsj.com/articles/fcdcral-agcncics-usc-ccllphorie-location-data- 

for-
2 Levinson, supra note 6 (‘'The technology was controversial enough that some agencies, including the FBI and 

the ATF, declined to purchase Locate X after those agencies7 lawyers nixed it, a former Babel Street employee 
said

1 Byron Tau, Academic Project Used Marketing Data to Monitor Russian Military Sites, Wall St. J. (July 20, 
20201, https.//w'ww wsj.com/articles/academic-project-used-marketing-data-to-monitor-russian-military-sites- 
11595073601 ('‘The federal government did a governmentwide evaluation of Locate X, according to documents 
reviewed by the Journal, which also showed that Babel Street has worked closely with U.S. government agencies 
and contractors to develop and refine the product,”).
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b. Acquisition, processing, retention, use, or dissemination of cell phone location 
information purchased from a commercial vendor;

c. The anonymization or de-anonymization of cell phone location information 
purchased from a commercial vendor;

d. The use of cell phone location information purchased from a commercial 
vendor in military’ operations, foreign intelligence investigations, or domestic 
activities;

e. The use of evidence in anyr court application, trial, hearing, or other 
proceeding that consists of, was obtained from, or was derived from cell 
phone location information purchased from a commercial vendor;

f  The use of "lead" or "tip” information that consists of, was obtained from, or 
was derived from cell phone location information purchased from a 
commercial vendor; and

g. The circumstances under which the government notifies criminal defendants, 
or other parties in legal proceedings, of the use of evidence that consists of 
was obtained from, or was derived from cell phone location information 
purchased from a commercial vendor.

5. All formal legal analysis concerning access to commercial databases containing cell 
phone location information, or the acquisition, processing, retention, use, or 
dissemination of cell phone location information purchased from a commercial 
vendor, including the application of (i) Carpenter v. United States, 138 S. Ct. 2206 
(2018). and (ii) First Amendment protections, including for association, expression, 
and exercise of religion.

6. Records sufficient to show the volume of cell phone location data contained in the 
commercial databases for which your Agency has purchased access, and records 
sufficient to show the volume of cell phone location data that your Agency has 
obtained from these databases.

7. Records sufficient to show the number of times each year that your Agency1 s 
employees or contractors have accessed commercial databases containing cell phone 
location information, or have used location data obtained from such databases.

8. All records concerning the use of evidence in any court application, trial, hearing, or 
other proceeding that consists of, was obtained from, or was derived from cell phone 
location information purchased from a commercial vendor, including records 
concerning whether defendants or respondents received notice of the government’s 
reliance on such information and its provenance.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/03/2020 11:27AM (GMT-05:00)
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With respect to the form of production, see 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(3)(B), the ACLU and 
CLEAR request that responsive records be provided electronically in their native file format, if 
possible. Alternatively, the ACLU and CLEAR request that the records be provided 
electronically in a text-searchable, static-image format (PDF), in the best image quality in the 
A coney's possession and that the records he provided in separate, Rates-stamped tiles

III. Application for Expedited Processing

The ACLLJ and CLEAR request expedited processing pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552(a)(6)(E).14 There is a “compelling need” for these records, as defined in the statute, 
because the information requested is “urgen[tly]” needed by organizations primarily engaged in 
disseminating information "to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(II).

A. The ACLU and CLEAR are organizations primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the pithhc about actual or alleged government activity.

The ACLU and CLEAR are "primarily engaged in disseminating infonnation” within the 
meaning o f the statute. See id.!> Obtaining information about government activity, analyzing that 
infonnation. and widely publishing and disseminating it to the press and public are critical and 
substantial components of the ACLU's and CLEAR’s work and are among their primary 
activities. See ACLU v. Dep 7 o f  Justice, 321 F. Supp. 2d 24. 29 n.5 (D.D.C. 2004) (finding non
profit public interest group that "gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the 
public, uses its editorial skills to turn the raw material into a distinct work, and distributes that 
work to an audience"' to be "primarily engaged in disseminating information”) 16

The ACLLJ regularly publishes STAND. a print magazine that reports on and analyzes 
civil liberties-related current events. Tire magazine is disseminated to 850,000 people. The 
ACLLJ also publishes regular updates and alerts via email to 3.9 million subscribers (both ACLLJ 
members and non-members). These updates are additionally broadcast to 4.8 million social 
media followers. The magazine as well as the email and social-media alerts often include 
descriptions and analysis o f information obtained through FOIA requests.

The A C Llr also regularly7 issues press releases to call attention to documents obtained 
through FOIA requests, as well as other breaking news,17 and .ACLU attorneys are interviewed

AVer also 32 C.F.R. § 1900.34 (CIA), 32 C.F.R. § 286.8(e) (DOD), 28 C.F.R § 16.5(e) (DOJ), 32 C.F.R. 
§ 1700.12 (ODNI), 31 C.F.R. § 1.4(c) (Treasury).

See also 32 C.F.R. § 1900.34(c)(2) (CIA), 32 C.F.R. § 286 S(eXl)(iKH) (DOD), 28 C.l'.R. § 16.5(e)(1)(h) 
(DOJ); 32 C.F.R. § 1700.12(c)(2) :QDM) 31 C.F.R. § 1.4(eXJ )(ij) (Treasury).

■''Courts have found that the ACLU as well as other organizations with similar missions that engage in 
information-dissemination activities similar to the ACLU ate "primarily engaged in disseminating information.” 
See, e.g., Leadership Conference on Civil Rights?. Gonsales, 404 F. Supp. 2d 246, 260 (D.D.C. 2005): ACLU, 321 
F. Supp. 2d at 29 n.5.. Elec. Privacy Info. Ctr. v. DOD, 241 F. Supp. 2d 5, 11 (D.D.C. 2003).

■’ Press Release, ACLU, Federal Court Rules Gov’t Cannot Unilaterally Detain U.S, Resident Indefinitely (Dec. 
] 3, 2019), https:."www aclu.urg'prcss-rclcascs/fcdcral-court-nilcs-governmcnt-cannot-unilatcm]’.y-dctain-us- 
re si de nt-indefinitely, Press Release, ACLU. Federal Court Permanently Blocks Billions of Dollars in Border Wall
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frequently for news stories about documents released through ACLU FOIA requests.1'

Similarly, the ACLU publishes reports about government conduct and civil liberties 
issues based on its analysis of information derived from various sources, including information 
obtained from the government through FOIA requests. This material is broadly circulated to the 
public and widely available to everyone for no cost or. sometimes, for a small fee. ACLU 
national projects regularly publish and disseminate reports that include a description and analysis 
of government documents obtained through FOIA requests 19 The ACLU also regularly 
publishes books, "know your rights” materials, fact sheets, and educational brochures and 
pamphlets designed to educate the public about civil liberties issues and government policies that 
implicate civil rights and liberties.

The ACLU publishes a widely read blog where original editorial content reporting on and 
analyzing civil rights and civil liberties news is posted daily. See https://www.aclu.org/blog. The

Construction ( June 28, 2(119), https:."WWW aclu org/prcss-rclcascs/fedcral-court-pcrmancntly-blocks-biIlions- 
dollars-border-wall-construction. Press Release, ACLU, New Documents Reveal NSA Improperly Collected 
Americans’ Call Records Yet Again (June 26, 2019), https.,7www.aclu.arg/press-releases/new-documents-reveal- 
nsa-impropcrly-collcctcd-amcncans-call-rccords-yct-again; Press Release, ACML ACLU and Center for Media 
Juctiee Sue FBI for Recordt; on Surveillance of "RIack Activate (Mur. 21, 201 O'), httpe./Avww.ticlu.org/prear 
releases/aclu-and-center-media-justice-sue-fbi-records-surveillance-black-activists, Press Release, ACLU, New 
Documents Reveal Government Plans to Spy on Keystone XL Protesters (Sept. 4, 2018), https..7www.aclu.org/ 
news'new-documents-reveal-govemment-plans-spy-keystone-xl-protesters: Press Release, ACLL. ACLU Obtains 
Documents Showing Widespread Abuse of Child Immigrants in U.S. Custody (May 22. 2018), 
https.//ww'w.aclu.org/new’s/aclu-obtains-documerits-showing-widespread-abuse-child-immigrants-us-custody, Press 
Release, ACLU, ACLU Files Lawsuits Demanding Local Documents on Implementation of Muslim Ban (Apr 12, 
201 7), https://www.aclu.org mew7 s/aclu-frles-lawsuits-demanding-local-documents-implementation-trump-muslim- 
ban. Press Release. ACLU. U.S. Releases Drone Strike ‘Playbook’ in Response to ACLU Lawsuit (Aug. 6, 2016). 
https: //www. ac lu. org/ncws/us-rclcascs-drone-strikc-playbook-response- ac lu- lawsuit.

8 See, e.g., Charlie Savage, MX A. Gathered Domestic Calling Records It Had No Authority to Collect, NY 
Times (June 26, 2019), https://www.nytimes.com.'2019’06/26/us.'telecom-nsa-domestic-calling-records.html 
(quoting ACLL? attorney Patrick Toomey). Rachel Frazin, ACLU Sues FBI Over Black Activist Smveillance 
Records, Hill (Mar. 21. 2019), https:'/th chi ll.com/policy/national-sccurity/fbi/435143-fbi-sucd-ovcr-black-activist- 
surveil lance-re cor ds (quoting ACLU attorney Nusrat Choudhury7), Cora Currier, TSA's Own Files Show Doubtful 
Science Behind Its Behavioral Screen Program, Intercept (Feb. 8, 2017). https ., theintercept.com/2017 02/08/tsa.s- 
own-files-show-doubtful-scicncc-bchind-its-bchavior-scrccning-program (quoting ACLU attorney Hugh 
] landeyside); Larry Neumeister, Judge Scolds Government over Iraq Detainee Abide Pictures, Associated Press 
(Jan. 18, 2017), https.//www.apnews.com/865c32eebf4d457499c017eb837b34dc (quoting ACLU project director 
Hina Shamsi).

A  See, e.g, ACLU, Bad Trip: Debunking the TSA’s ‘Behavior Detection’ Program (2017), 
https:/Avww.aclu.org/sites/default/files/tield_document'dem 17-tsa_detection_report-v02.pdf:, Carl Takei, ACLU- 
Obtained Emails Prove that the Federal Bureau of Prisons Covered Up Its Visit to the CIA’s Torture Site (Nov. 22, 
2016), https./. www. aclu.org/blog/spcak-frccly/aclu-obtaincd-cmails-provc-fcderal-burcau-prisons-covcrcd-its-visit- 
cias-torturc. Brett Max Kaufman, Details Abound in Drone ‘Playbook’ -  Except for the Ones That Really Matter 
Most (Aug. 8, 20161, https://www.aclu.org,.' blog.-speak-free ly/det ails-abound-drone-playbook-except-ones-really- 
matter-most, ACLU, Leaving Girls Behind. .An Analysis of Washington D.C. ’s "Empowering Males of Color” 
Initiative (2016), https://www.aclu.org/ report/leaving-girls-behind: Nathan Freed Wessler, AC LU-Obtained 
Documents Reveal Breadth of Secretive Stingray Use in Florida (Feb. 22, 2015), https.,7www.aclu.org/blog/free- 
future / ac lu-obtai ned-docum ents-rev ea 1-breadth-secretive-st ingray-use-florida, Nathan Freed Wessler, FBI 
Documents Reveal New Information on Baltimore Surveillance Flights (Oct. 30, 2015). https:.7www.aclu.org'blog/ 
free-future/fbi-documents-reveal-new-information-baltimore- surv ei llar.ee- flights.
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ACLU creates and disseminates original editorial and educational content on civil rights and 
civil liberties news through multi-media projects, including videos, podcasts, and interactive 
features. See https:'7wvvw.aclu.org/multimedia. The ACLU also publishes, analyzes, and 
disseminates information through its frequently visited website, https>7www.aclu.org. The 
website addresses civil rights and civil liberties issues in depth, provides features on civil rights 
and civil liberties issues in the news, and contains many thousands of documents relating to the 
issues on which the ACLU is focused. The ACLU’s website also serves as a clearinghouse for 
news about ACLU cases, including analysis about case developments and an archive of case- 
related documents. Through these pages, and with respect to each specific civil liberties issue, 
the ACLU provides the public with educational material, recent news, analyses of relevant 
congressional or executive branch action, government documents obtained through FOIA 
requests, and further in-depth analytic and educational multi-media features. "c

The ACLU website includes many features on information obtained through the FOIA. 
For example, the ACLU maintains an online “Torture Database.” a compilation of over 100,000 
pages of FOIA documents that allows researchers and the public to conduct sophisticated 
sear ches of its contents relating to government policies on rendition, detention, and 
interrogation."’ The ACLU has also published a number ofcharts and explanatory materials that 
collect, summarize, and analyze information it has obtained through the FOIA.22

Similarly. CLEAR is “primarily engaged in disseminating information.” 5 U.S.C.
§ 552(a)(6)(E)(v)([[). The CLEAR Project is part of the CUNY School of Law, an educational

2 t See, e .g ,  A C L U  v. O D NI— FGLA Lawsuit Seeking Records About Government Surveillar.ee 1Inder the USA 
Freedom Act, ACLU Case Page, https//w w ’w .aclucrg/cases/aclu-v-odni-foia-law suit-seekm g-^^ 
governm ent-surveillance-under-usa-freedom -aut, A C L U  v. D O J— FOIA  Lawsuit Seeking Inform ation on Federal 
A gencies' Surveillance of Social Media, ACLU Case Page, https A'w w w .aclu. org/cases/aclu-v-dnj-foia-law suit- 
seeking-infonnation-federal-agencies-surveillance-social-m edia; A C L U  v. D O J  FOIA Case for Records Relating 
to Targeted K illing Law, Policy, and Casualties, A C LU  Case Page, https Lwww.aclu.org/casesdidu-v-doj-foia-case- 
rccords-rc lati ng-targeted-ki 11 ing-1 aw-policy-and-casual tics, Executive Order 12,333— FOTA Lawsuit, ACLU Case 
Page, httpsA'www aclu.org/cases/executive-order-l2333-foia-law suit, ACLU M otions Requesting Public A ccess to 
FISA Court Rulings on  Government Surveillance, ACLU Case Page, https.z/www.aclu.org/cases/aclu-motions- 
requesting-public-access-fisa-court-rulm gs-govem m ent-surveillance, FOIA  Request for Justice Departm ent Policy 
M emos on GPS Location Tracking, ACLU Case Page, https :.7w ww.aclu.org.- cases/foia-request-just ice -d epartm ent- 
policy -m em os-gps-location-tracking; Florida Stingray FOIA, ACLU Case Page, https.//w w w .aclu.org/cases/florida- 
stingrayfoia, N athan Freed W essler, A C LU -O btained D ocum ents Reveal Breadth o f  Secretive Stingray Use in 
Florida, (Feb. 22, 2 (115 J http s ://w w w .a d u  org/bIog/frcc-futurc/aclu-obtaincd-docum ents -revcal -hreadth - sccrctivc- 
stingr ay - us e - flor i d a 9 r e d ire c t =b log/nationa 1- s e c urity -1 echno 1 ogy - and-1 i be rty' /ac lu- ob t ain ed- do cum en ts- re v e al - 
breadth-secretive -sting.

:  1 The Torture Database, ACLU Database. h ttp s : //w w w . th ctortu r e da tab asc org , 5 e e also Countering I'io lent 
Ext; emism FOIA Datab ase, A CLU  Datab ase, h ttps. //w w w . ac 1 u . org/ foia- coIlection-' c v e - fo ia- d ocu me nts; TSU 
Behavior D etection FOIA Da tab ase, ACLL' Datab ase, h ttps: ■'ww w . ac 1 u . org/fo ia - coilection/tsa-behav ior-dete ction - 
foia-database, Targeted K illing FOIA Database. ACLU Database, https //w w w .aclu.org/foia-collection targctcd- 
killing-foia-database

”  Summary of FISA Am endm ents Act FOIA D ocum ents Releasee on N ovem ber 29, 2010, ACLU (Nov. 29, 
2 0 1 0 \ https.//www. aclu.org/files/pdfs.-natsec/faafoia 20101 129/20101129Summary'.pdf, Index of Bush-Era OLC 
M em oranda Relating to Interrogation, Detention, Rendition and/or Surveillance, A CLU  (Mar. 5, 2009 \ 
h ttps: A r a  w ac lu org/sites/defaultfi 1 es 'pdfs safefree/olcm em os_2(Xi9J >3 05. pdf; Statist! cs on N S L ’ s Produc ed by 
D epartm ent of Defense. ACLU, https.//www. aclu.org/sites/default/files/field docum ent/nsl stats.pdf.
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institution that operates a program of scholarly research and publication. It was created to serve 
the needs o f individuals from marginalized communities, including Muslim, Arab, and South 
Asian communities, affected by policies and practices deployed under the guise of national 
security and counterterrorism. The impact on these communities is compounded by the secrecy 
surrounding these policies and practices. One o f CLEAR'S primary goals is therefore to educate 
the communities it serves on the policies and practices affecting them by widely disseminating 
information on them obtained through FOIA.

Since its inception, CLEAR has conducted hundreds of Know Your Rights presentations 
to communities across the New York City metropolitan area, including trainings on an 
individual’s rights while traveling, and on interactions with law enforcement officers. See 
https://www.cunyclear.org/resources. CLEAR regularly updates the content of these 
presentations, and their accompanying materials, to incorporate information obtained from the 
government through the FOIA over time to include, for example, information on the authority 
CBP claims to search electronic devices, watchlisting, and information related to the Controlled 
Application Review and Resolution Program ("CARRP”). See id. CLEAR publishes and widely 
distributes materials incorporating this information.21 For maximum reach, CLEAR has also 
created videos incorporating this information for wide dissemination online.21

In order to document and raise awareness on the impact o f policies on communities with 
whom CLEAR works, CLEAR publishes reports examining and commenting on information 
obtained from the government and law enforcement entities.25 CLEAR frequently serves as a 
resource for the news media on these issues as well.25

The records requested are not sought for commercial use and tire ACLC and CLEAR 
plan to analyze, publish, and disseminate the information disclosed as a result of this Request to 
the public at no cost.

’’ See, eg ., CLEAR Project, “What to Do in Interactions with Law Enforcement", 
https.//static Lsquarespace.com/static/59134566e58c623970f2cd48/t'.Sc526b0cb8a045df091a58f4/l548905230279;E 
NGLISH+WHAT+TOH JO+IN+I NTERACTION-'WITH+L.AW+ENFORCEMENT.pdf, CLEAR Project, “Flying 
While Muslim”, https //static 1 .squarespace.com/static/59134566e58c623970f2cd48.'V5c526bcf8a922d94b7b728bb/ 
1548905424463/ENGLISH-FLYING+WHILE+MUSLIM.pdf.

See, e.g, CLEAR Project, “Flying While Muslim. Your Rights at U.S. Airports & Borders,” available at 
https://ynutu.be/Qv3C9V731 Ns.

:5 See, e.g., CUNY CLEAR et. al., Mapping Muslims: NYPD Spying and Its Impact on American Muslims 
(2013Y

Cora Courtier, Hidden Loopholes Allow FBI Agents to Infiltrate Political and Religions Groups, The 
Intercept. Jan. 31, 2017, https.//theintercept.com/2017/01/31 /hidden-loopholcs-allow-fbi-agcnts-to-infiltratc- 
political-and-religious-groups/; Aileen Brown et al. Standing Rock Documents Expose Inner Workings o f 
"Sttreeillance-Industrial Complex”, The Intercept, June 3, 2017, https //theintercept.com/2017/06/03/standing-rock- 
documcnts-cxposc-inncr-workings-of-survcillancc-industrial-complcx/, Cora Courricr, Revealed The FBI's Secret 
Methods for Recruiting Informants at the Border, The Intercept, Oct. 5, 2016, 
https. //theintercept. com /2016/10/05/fbi -secr et - methods- for- recruiting - inform ants -at- the- border .

10
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B. The records sought are urgently needed to inform the public about actual or alleged 
government activity.

These records are urgently needed to inform the public about actual or alleged 
government activity. See 5 I J.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(II).27 Specifically, the requested records 
relate to the government’s purchase and use of cell phone location information, including the 
Agencies’ legal analyses, policies, and practices. Federal agencies’ purchases of cell phone 
location information are already the subject of widespread public controversy and media 
attention, and have resulted in calls for congressional hearings and inspector general 
investigations.-* Some of these investigations are al readv underway: in October, the Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration said that he would review the purported legal basis for 
the Internal Revenue Service's purchase of cell phone location information, and just yesterday, 
the Inspector General for the Department of Homeland Security said that he would open an 
investigation into the agency’s warrantless surveillance of Americans’ cell phones.2” However.

See also 32 C.F.R. § 1900.34(c)(2) (CIA); 32 C F R. § 286.8(e)(l)(i)(B ) (DOD); 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(e)(l)(ii) 
(DOJ), 32 C.F.R. § 1700.12(c)(2) (ODNI), 31 C.F.R. § 1.4(e)(l )(ii) (Treasury).

2,i See, e .g ,  Byron Tau, M o st A m erican O bject to G overnm ent Tracking o f  Their A ctivities Through Cellphones, 
Wall St. .1. (Nov. 25, 202()), h ftps:/Avww.Wsj.com/artic 1 es/m ost-am ericans-ohject-to-governm ent-tracking-of-thein
activities-through-cellphones-1 1606305601, Johana Bhuiyan, M iislim s R ee I O ver a P rayer A pp  That So ld  Usei- 
D ata: 'A B etrayal from  Within O ur Own C om m unity’, L A . Times (Nov. 23, 2020), 
https T'w w w l atim e s c om /bus i n e ss he c Iino 1 ogy /s tory /202 0 -11 -23/m u s h m - p ro - data-lo c atio n-sal e s - m 11 itary - 
contractors; Shira Ovide, G overnm ent Surveillance by D ata, N .Y. Times (Nov. 18, 2020), 
https:/Avww.nytimes.com.z2020'T 1/1 8 technology/governm cnt-survcillancc-by-data.htm l. Hamed Alcaziz & 
Caroline Haskins, D H S A uthorities A re  Buying M om ent-by-M om ent Geolocation Cellphone Data To Track People, 
Buzzfeed N ew s (Oct. 30. 2020), https..'/w w w .buzzfeednew s.com /article/ham edaleaziz/ice-dhs-cell-phone-data- 
tracking-geolocation, Letter from Sen. Ron W yden, et al., to Hon. Joseph Cuffari, Inspector Gen.. DHS (Oct. 23, 
2020 \  available at httpo:/7w w .w y d o n . oenate. gov/imo -modin/doo/102320“ 520Wv i 20W arrenJ * 20
Brow n% 20M arkcy% 20Schatz% 20Lcttcr% 20RE% 20CBP% 20Phonc% 20 Traeking.pdf, Joseph Cox, CBP Refuses to 
Tell Congress H ow it is Tracking Am ericans W ithout a Warrant, Motherboard (Oct. 23. 2020), 
h ttp s . /7ww w .v ice . com /en/artic le/n7vw ewebp-dhs-v enntel-location-data-no-warrant, Joseph Cox, CBP Bough t 
‘G lo b a l’ Location Data fro m  W eather and  Game Apps. M otherboard (Oct. 6, 2020), 
h ttps://ww w . vice.com /en/article/n7w akg/cbp-dhs-location-data-vennteLapps; .1 oseph Cox, The IRS Is  Being  
Investigated fo r  Using Location D ata W ithout a Warrant, M o titer board (Oct. 6. 2020), 
h ttps. //w w w . V ic e . c om /e n /art i c le/qj 4 7 9d/ir s -in v e s tig at io n-1 ocat i on- d ata - no - w arr an t- v en nt e ], J □ se ph C o x , Customs 
and B order Protection P aid  $476,000 to a Location Data F irm  in New  Deal. M otherboard (Aug. 25. 2020), 
h ttp s: /Av w w . v ic e . com; e n/ ar t ic le/k 7 qy v 3 / custom s - bo rde r- pro t e c ti on-v ennte 1 - lo c ati on- dat a- dhs, By ro n T au. IR S  Us ed 
Cellphone Location D ata to T iy to  F in d  Suspects, W all St. J. (June 19, 2020), h ttps./Avww.wsj.com/articles/irs- 
uscd-ccl Iphonc-1 ocat ion-data-to-try-to-fm d-suspccts-1 1592587815, Wess Release, Sen. Edward .1. Markey, Senator 
M arkey D em ands Answ ers From H om eland Security’ R egarding Its Use o f  Location Data fo r  Imm igration 
E nforcem ent (Feb. 12, 2020), https.//w  w w .m arkey.senate.gov/new s/piess-releases/senator-m arkey-dem ands- 
answers-from -hom eland-security-rcgardm g-its-usc-of-location-data-for-im m igration-cnforccm cnt, Levinson, supra 
note 6; Tau & Hackman, supra  note 11; Editorial, A pps Are Selling Your Location Data. The U.S. G overnm ent is 
Buying., Wash. Post (Feb. 9, 2020), h t t p s .A m r .w ashingtonpost.com /opinions/apps-arc-sclling-your-location-data- 
the-us-govem m ent-is-buying/2020/02/09',9d09475e-49e2-1 Iea-b4d9-29cc419287eb_story.htm l, Editorial. The 
G overnm ent Uses 'Near P erfec t Surveillance ' Data on Americans, N.Y. Times (Feb. 7, 2020), 
h ttp s . //w w w . ny ti m es. co nr / 2020/02/07/opini oivdlis - c e 11 -ph one- tra ck m g . ht m 1.

-  Byron Tau, Tax A gency Watchdog Is  Investigating IR S  Use o f  Cellphone Location Data, W all St. J. (Oct. 6, 
2020), https://wwwwsj.com /articles/tax-agency-w atchdog-investigating-irs-use-of-cellphone-location-data- 
1 1602014554; Byron Tau, H om eland Security’ Watchdog to Probe D epartm ent’s Use o f  Phone Location Data, W all 
St. J. (Dec. 2, 2020), https.//w'ww.wsj.com /articles/hom eland-security-w atchdog-to-probe-departm ents-use-of- 
phone-location-data-1 1606910402.
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without access to information about the Agencies’ legal reasoning, policies, and practices, 
lawmakers and the public cannot participate fully in the debate about whether and how 
acquisition and use of this information should be permitted. That debate is happening now. and 
there is a pressing need for the records sought in this Request. The records sought relate to a 
matter of widespread and exceptional media interest: the federal government’s purchase of 
databases containing enormous volumes of sensitive location data—including the data of U.S. 
persons.

Given the foregoing, the ACLU and CLEAR have satisfied the requirements for 
expedited processing of this Request.

IV. Application for Waiver or Limitation of Fees

The ACLU and CLEAR request a W'aiver of document search, review; and duplication 
fees on the grounds that disclosure of the requested records is in the public interest and because 
disclosure is “likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requester.” 5 
U.S.C. § 552(aX4XA)(iii)?'’ The ACLU and CLEAR also request a waiver of search fees on the 
grounds that each organization qualifies as a “representative of the news media” and neither 
organization seeks the records for commercial use. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II).

.4. The Rcciuest is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations 
or activities ofthe government and is not primarily in the commercial interest o f the 
ACLU or o f CLEAR.

As discussed above, media accounts underscore the substantial public interest in the 
records sought through this Request. See supra Sections I & II LB. Given the ongoing and 
widespread media attention to federal agencies’ purchase and use of cell phone location 
information, the records sought will significantly contribute to public understanding of matters of 
profound importance. Moreover, because so little information is publicly available concerning 
the government’s purchase and use of location data from commercial vendors, the records sought 
are critical to understanding the scope of this practice, the government’s purported legal 
justifications for it, and its broader implications for Fourth Amendment rights.

Neither the ACLU nor CLEAR is filing this Request to further its respective commercial 
interest. As described above, any information disclosed by the ACLU or CLEAR as a result of 
this FOIA Request will be made available to the public at no cost. Thus, a fee waiver w'ould 
fillfill Congress's legislative intent in amending FOIA. See Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti. 326 
F.3d 1309, 1312 (D C. Cir. 2003) ("Congress amended FOIA to ensure that it be liberally 
construed in favor of waivers for noncommercial requesters.” (quotation marks omitted)).

See also 32 U.l'.R. § 1900.130X2) (CIA), 32 (I KK § 2Sft.l2(])(n (DOD); 2S C.b'.K. § 1 ft. 10(k)(21 (DOJ);
32C.F.R. § 1700.6(b)(2) (ODNI), 31 I K § l.7(k)(l) (Treasury).
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R. The AC 1A J and CLEAR are representatives o f  the news media, and the records are not
sought fo r  commercial use.

The ACLU and CLEAR also request a waiver of search fees on the basis that the ACLU 
and CLEAR each qualify as a "’representative of the news media” and neither organization seeks 
the records for commercial use. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II)/' The ACLL1 and CLEAR meet 
the statutory and regulatory definitions of a "representative o f the news media” because each is 
an ""entity7 that gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its 
editorial skills to turn the raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that work to an 
audience.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(III)32; see also Nat'lSec. Archive v. Dep'f o f  Defense, 880 
F.2d 1381. 1387 (D.C. Cir. 1989) (finding that an organization that gathers information, 
exercises editorial discretion in selecting and organizing documents, ‘"devises indices and finding 
aids,” and ""distributes the resulting work to the public” is a ""representative o f the news media” 
for purposes of the FOIA); Serv. Women 's Action Network v. D ep’t  o f  Defense, 888 F. Supp. 2d 
282 (D. Conn. 2012) (requesters, including ACLU, were representatives of the news media and 
thus qualified for fee waivers for FOIA requests to the Department o f Defense and Department 
o f Veterans Affairs); ACLU o f  Wash. v. Dep 7 o f  Justice, No. C09-0642RSL. 2011 WL 887731, 
at *10 (W.D. Wash. Mar. 10, 201 1) (finding that the ACLU of Washington is an entity that 
"gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its editorial skills to 
turn the raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that work to an audience"); ACLU, 
321 F. Supp. 2d at 30 n.5 (finding non-profit public interest group to be ""primarily engaged in 
disseminating information”). The ACLU and CLEAR are therefore each a ""representative of the 
news media" for the same reasons that they are ""primarily engaged in the dissemination of 
information.”

n  Jet- atw JZ C F.R. § 1900.13(1X2") (CIA), 32 C.F.R. 286.12;JX1 1(0 (DGD\ 28 C.F.R. <j 16.10A)( 1 XU
(DOJ); 32 C.F.R. § 1700.6(i)(2) (ODND. 31 C.F.R. § 1.7(d)(1) (Treasury).

n See also 32 C.F.R. § 1900 02(h)(3) (CIA), 32 C.F.R § 286.12(b)(6) (DOD): 28 C.F.R. § 16.10(b)(6) (DOB;
32 C.F.R. § 1700.2(h)(4) (ODNI), 31 C.F.R. § 1.7(b)(6) (Treasury).

53 Courts have found these organizations to be "’representatives of the news media” even though they engage in 
litigation and lobbying activities beyond their dissemination of information and public education activities. See, e.g.. 
Elec. Privacy Info Cfr.. 241 F. Supp. 2d 5, N at’I Sec. Archive. 880 F.2dat 1387, see also Leadership Conference on 
Human Rights. 404 F Supp. 2d at 260. Judicial Watch, Inc., 133 F. Supp. 2d at 53-54.

51 In August 2017. CBP granted a fcc-waivcr request regarding a FOIA request for records relating to a muster 
sent by CBP in April 2017. In May 2017, CBP granted a fee-waiver request regarding a FOIA request for documents

13
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Furthermore, courts have found other organizations whose mission, function, publishing, 
and public education activities are similar in kind to the ACLU’s and CLEAR’s to be 
""representatives of the news media” as well. See, e.g.. Cause o f  Action v IRS, 125 F. Supp. 3d 
145 (D.C. Cir. 2015); Elec. Privacy Info. Cir., 241 F. Supp. 2d at 10 15 (finding non-profit 
public interest group that disseminated an electronic newsletter and published books was a 
""representative of the news media” for purposes o f the FOIA); Nat ’I Sec. Archive. 880 F.2d at 
1387; Judicial Watch. Inc. v. D ep ’t o f  Justice. 133 F. Supp. 2d 52, 53-54 (D D C 2000) (finding 
Judicial Watch, self-described as a "public interest law film," to be a news media requester)?1 
On account of these factors, feeds associated with responding to FOIA requests are regularly 
waived for the ACLU as a “representative of the news media.”’4 As was true in those instances, 
the ACLU and CLEAR meet the requirements for a fee waiver here.
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Pursuant to applicable statutes and regulations, the ACLU and CLEAR expect a 
determination regarding expedited processing within 10 days. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(ii); 32 
C.F.R. § 1900.34(c) (CIA); 32 C.F.R. § 286.8(e)(1) (DOD); 28 C.F.R. § 171.11(f)(4) (DOJ); 32 
C.F.R. § 1700.12(b) (ODNI); 31 C.F.R. § 1.4(e)(5) (Treasury).

If the Request is denied in whole or in part, the ACLU and CLEAR ask that you justify 
all denials by reference to specific exemptions to FOIA. The ACLU and CLEAR expect the 
release of all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. The ACLU and CLEAR reserve 
the right to appeal a decision to withhold any information or deny a waiver of fees.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Please furnish the applicable records 
to:

Ashley Gorski
American Civil Liberties Union
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, New York 10004
T:[ _  (b)(6)

(b)(6) 3jaclu.org
nspfo i a@acl u .org

We affirm that the information provided supporting the request for expedited processing 
is true and correct to the best of our knowledge and belief. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(vi).

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Ashley Gorski

related to electronic device searches at the border. In April 2017, In April 2017, the CLA and the Department of State 
granted fee waiver requests in relation to a FOIA request for records related to the legal authority for the use of 
military force in Syria. In March 2017, the Department o f Defense Office of Inspector General, the CIA, and the 
Department of State granted fee waiver requests regarding a FOIA request for documents related to the January 29, 
2017 raid in al Ghayil, Yemen. In May 2016, the FBI granted a fee waiver request regarding a FOIA request issued 
to the DOJ for documents related to Countering Violent Extremism Programs. In April 2013, the National Security 
Division of the DOJ granted a fee waiver request with respect to a request for documents relating to the FISA 
Amendments Act. Also in April 2013, the DOJ granted a fee waiver request regarding a FOIA request for 
documents related to “national security letters’' issued under the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. In August 
2013, the FBI granted the fee-waiver request related to the same FOIA request issued to the DOJ. In June 2011, the 
DOJ National Security Division granted a fee waiver to the ACLU with respect to a request for documents relating 
to the interpretation and implementation of a section o f the PATRIOT Act. In March 2009, the State Department 
granted a fee waiver to the ACLU with regard to a FOIA request for documents relating to the detention, 
interrogation, treatment, or prosecution of suspected terrorists.
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Patrick Toomey
Nathan Freed Wessler
American Civil Liberties Union 

Foundation
125 Broad Sheet, 18 th Floor 
New York. New York 10004 
T: 212-549-2500
__(_b)_(6_)_ _-fzcaclu. org 

Tarek Z. Ismail
CLEAR Project
CUNY School o f Law
2 Court Square
Long Island City', NY 11101
T: 718-340-4141
tarek.ismail(S)law.cuny.edu

15
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) |of The New York Magazine 2021-04565

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 09, 2020

Due Date:
January 08, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester is of the New New Magazine, (Part of the Vox Media Network).

Reporter seeks access to " access to all public filings (such as Form 990s) related to the 
Bush-Cheney Recount Fund, a IRC 527 - organization founded in November 2000.”

Action Plan:
Request should e made under the duly established Routine Procedure - apt to close case.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
December 10, 2020
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SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: December 09, 2020______

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, Decembers, 2020 3:30 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 08, 2020 03:30:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/09/2020 5:43AM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

New York Magazine

Email

(b)(6) nymag. com < mailto| (b)(6) nymag. com >

Request
Request ID

177331

Confirmation ID

176806

Request description

To whom it may concern: I am a contributing editor at New York Magazine. By the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, I hereby request the following public documents in the possession of the Internal 
Revenue Service: a€0 All public filings (such as Form 990s) related to the Bush-Cheney Recount Fund, 
a 527 organization founded in November 2000. For reference, the organization's public disclosures are 
referred to in this 2000 Washington Post article: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2002/07/27/bush-far-outspent-gore-on-recount/167301f 
a-4b5a-468f-b3f4-75d62a2911 c5/1 am a professional journalist, and this request is made as a part of a
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newsgathering effort and not for commercial use. I am therefore eligible for a waiver of fees associated 
with the time spent to review responsive documents. I am willing to pay fees for this request up to $100. 
If you estimate that the fees will exceed this limit, please notify me first. To the extent possible, please 
furnish all responsive records in electronic format, on rolling basis as the records are reviewed and 
become available. Sincerely, | (b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a journalist engaged in a newsgathering effort, namely a project on the subject of the disputed 2000 
presidential election.

Willing to pay

$100

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

I am a journalist working on deadline.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjinel

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/09/2020 5:43AM (GMT-06:00)
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email

expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

name last

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description

177331

176806

(b)(6)

New York Magazine

(b)(6) ^nymag.com<mailto (b)(6) gnymag.com>

yes

I am a journalist working on deadline.

$100

yes

I am a journalist engaged in a newsgathering effort, namely a project on the subject of the disputed 2000 
presidential election.

(b)(6)
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media

To whom it may concern: I am a contributing editor at New York Magazine. By the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, I hereby request the following public documents in the possession of the Internal 
Revenue Service: a€0 All public filings (such as Form 990s) related to the Bush-Cheney Recount Fund, 
a 527 organization founded in November 2000. For reference, the organization's public disclosures are 
referred to in this 2000 Washington Post article: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2002/07/27/bush-far-outspent-gore-on-recount/167301f 
a-4b5a-468f-b3f4-75d62a2911 c5/1 am a professional journalist, and this request is made as a part of a 
newsgathering effort and not for commercial use. I am therefore eligible for a waiver of fees associated 
with the time spent to review responsive documents. I am willing to pay fees for this request up to $100. 
If you estimate that the fees will exceed this limit, please notify me first. To the extent possible, please 
furnish all responsive records in electronic format, on rolling basis as the records are reviewed and 
become available. Sincerely, P <b)(6) ~
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FOIA Request 177331

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 08. 2020 03:30:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

Request

Request ID 177331
Confirmation 176806

To whom it may concern: I am a contributing editor at New York Magazine. By the 
terms of the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following public 
documents in the possession of the Internal Revenue Service: • All public filings (such 
as Form 990s) related to the Bush-Cheney Recount Fund, a 527 organization founded 
in November 2000. For reference, the organization's public disclosures are referred to 
in this 2000 Washington Post article:

Request https: Avww. washingtonp ost. com, arch ive /pol itic s/2002/07/27'bush-far-outspent-gore-
description on-rccount/167301 fa-4b5a-468f-b.3f4-75d62a2911 c5/1 am a professional journalist,

and this request is made as a part o f a newsgathering effort and not for commercial 
use. I am therefore eligible for a waiver o f fees associated with the time spent to 
review responsive documents. 1 am willing to pay fees for this request up to $100. If 
you estimate that the fees will exceed this limit, please notify me first. To the extent 
possible, please furnish all responsive records in electronic format, on rolling basis as 
the records are reviewed and become available. Sincerely, (b)(6)

Supporting documentation
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Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

media
vcs

Explanation I am a journalist engaged in a newsgathering effort, namely a project on the 
subject of the disputed 2000 presidential election.

Willing to pay SI 00

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing
Explanation

vcs
I am a journalist working on deadline.
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
______ _________ Americans for Public Trust

Case number:
2021-05186

Sensitive Case Criteria: Na tjo n a | Political Implications

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 22, 2020

Due Date:
Janaury 19, 2021

Case Summary:
The request seeks any records or logs which detail correspondence exchanged between the 
IRS, Office of Office of Chief Counsel and Neera Tanden including but not limited to emails to 
and/or from the domains whitehouse.gov.

Action Plan:
An Initial Inquiry to the Office of Chief Counsel to request input on/mainly regarding scope of 
request before preparing a record search request memo.

Submitted By:
FranciscaEyetsemitan, through David Nimmo

Date:
December 22, 2020
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Cover Sheet
Date: December 17, 2020______

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Reid-Smith Deidre M___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 2:50 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 15, 2020 02:50:03pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

107 S. West St.

Ste442

City

Alexandria

State/Province

Virginia

Postal Code

22314

Country

United States

Phone

2026565175

Email

(b)(6) ^americansforpublictrust.org<mailto| (b)(6) g)americansforpublictrust.org>

Request
Request ID

178761

Confirmation ID

178236

Request description

To Whom It May Concern: Please find a FOIA request attached. Regards, Nathaniel C. Serslev

Supporting documentation
Additional Information

IRS FOIA12-15-20.pdf
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Fees
Request category ID

other

Fee waiver 

no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

attach ments_supporting_docu mentation

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

178761

178236
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Alexandria

United States

107S. West St.

Ste 442

Virginia

22314

IRS FOIA 12-15-20.pdf

(b)(6) ^americansforpublictrust.org<mailto| (b)(6) ^ americansforpublictrust.org>

no

no

(b)(6)

2026565175

other

To Whom It May Concern: Please find a FOIA request attached. Regards, (b)(6)
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AMERICANS FOR

PUBLIC
TRUST
December 15, 2020

Internal Revenue Service
U.S. Department of the Treasury
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 3241 
Washington, DC 2022 I

Re: Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) Request

To Whom It May Concern:

107 S. West St., Ste 442
Alexandria, VA22314

AmericansforPublicTrust.org
202.656.5175

I subnut this request for records pursuant to the Freedom ol Inlomiation Act (“FO IA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552 and 
26 C.F.R. § 601.702.1 request that a copy of the records detailed below be provided to me. I do not wish to 
inspect the records first.

I seek any and all records as that tennis de lined under FOIA (5 U.S.C. 5 552(f)(2)), and applicable case law 
(see, e.g., Forsham i>. Harris, 455 U.S. 169, 193 (1980)), existing in any format whatsoever, including, but not 
limited to, written correspondence, email correspondence, records o f telephone correspondence, records 
pertaining to in person meetings, calendar or scheduling entries, videotapes, photographs, computer print 
outs, telephone messages, or voice mail messages regarding particular organizations between January I, 2012 
to the present.

In particular. 1 request the following:

• Any records or logs which detail correspondence exchanged between the Internal Revenue Service, 
Office of Chief Counsel and Xeera Tan den including but not limited to emails to and/or from the 
domain whitelaouse.gov.

Notice is hereby given tliat I am requesting these records as an “other requester” within lire meaning of 5 
U.S.C. S 552(a) (4) (A) (n) (III): see rdsa 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(1)(3)(u)(E).

Notice is hereby given tliat I am willing to pay the appropriate Ices incurred and assessed lor the document 
search and duplication of the agency records responsive to this request. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(li)(III); see also 
26 C.F.R. § 6 0 1.702(f)(3)(iv)(C).

Please search for responsive records regardless of fonnat, medium, or physical characteristics. I request that 
responsive records be produced in native fonnat, or the format most felicitous to an expedited production. 
Upon receipt of tins request, please take all reasonable steps to preserve relevant public records while the 
request is pending.

I f  it is your position that any portion of the requested records is exempt from disclosure. I request that you 
provide a Vaughn index of those documents. See Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Ctr. 1973). As you are 
aware, a Haughti index must describe each document claimed as exempt with sufficient specificity “to permit a 
reasoned judgment as to whether the material is actually exempt under FOIA.” Founding Church of Scientology r. 
Hell 603 F.2d 945, 959 (D.C. Cir. 1979). Moreover, the Vaughn index must “describe each document or 
portion thereof withheld, and for each withholding, it must discuss file consequences of supplying the sought- 
after information.” King u L/.S. Dep’t of justice, 830 F.2d 210, 223-24 (D.C. Cir. 1987).
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In the event that some portions of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose 
any reasonably segregate, non exempt portions of the requested records. See 5 U.S.C. § 552i'b). Pursuant to 
regulation, please clearly delineate any and all redactions in such a manner so tliat tire justification for each 
redaction is apparent. See 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(c) (9)(iv). If it is your position dial a document contains non
exempt segments and that those non-exempt segments are so dispersed throughout the documents as to 
make segregation impossible, please state what portion of die document is non-exempt, and how the mateiial 
is dispersed through the document. Mead Data Cent. K U.S. Dep’t of the A ir  Force, 455 F.2d 242. 261 (D.C. Cir. 
1977). Claims of non-segregability must be made with the same detail as requited for claims of exemptions in 
a \Cmgbn index. If a request is denied in whole, please state specifically that it is not reasonable to segregate 
portions of the record for release.

If you have any questions about tins request, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at (202; 656-5175 
or by email at info@americansforpublictiust.org. If records are available in electronic format please email tine 
documents to info@americansforpublictrust.org. If not, please send the requested documents to my attention 
at:

Americans for Public Trust
107 South West Street, Suite 442
Alexandria, VA 22314

Because ot the time-sensitive nature of this request I ask that you strictly comply with die 20-day time limit 
established by FOIA and applicable Internal Revenue Service regulations. See 5 U.S.C. § 26 C.F.R. §
60 1.702(C)(9)(H). Please be advised that once tins 20-day period has expired, you are deemed to have 
constructively denied this request, and I will consider the internal appeals process to be constructively 
exhausted. See, e.g., Citizens For Ethics Andfasponsibility In Government v. Fed. Election Comm’n. 711 F,3d 180 
(D.C. Cir. 2013). I also respectfully request that documents be made available- as soon as they are located and 
reviewed via a rolling production. I will undertake to pay any and all reasonable increased costs incurred as 
part of a rolling production.

Sincerely

(b)(6)

■«•>> « • «  <W> <»•'■ <<$*>> «»*>> « • »  <W> < • >  ■«•>> « • »  <«»> <<•>
_______  ___  ___  aa aa aa nQcFeFcFTivVcFuD  oRrY  iTnRoS -CFCFTFHAAY  1 2 / 1 7 / 2 0 2 0  1i .•uRuOPr Mi i   \/ oRiM 11T -u0u6  .• u u ;«
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FOIA Request 178761

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 15. 2020 02:50:03pm ET. and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City 
State/Province 
Postal Code 
Country 
Phone
Email

—
(b)(6)

107 S. West St.
Ste 442
Alexandria
Virginia 
22314
United States
2026565175

(b)(6) ^americansforpublictrusLorg

Request

Request ID 178761
Confirmation ID 178236
_ i . a- To Whom It Mav Concern: Please find a FOIA request attached.Request desenphon R  c

Supporting documentation

Additional Information IRS FOIA 12-15-20.pdf

Fees

Request category ID other
Fee waiver no

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/17/2020 1:50PM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) InvestigateTV 2021-05306

Sensitive Case Criteria:

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

IDisclosure Received Date:
12/22/2020

Due Date:
01/25/2021

Case Summary:
Case is requesting data regarding write-offs, debts not collected, due to the passing of the 
CSED. Data requested includes CSED, amount of debt type, type of TP (IMF/BMF/TF), state 
of TP, and county of TP.

Researched and found data is located in Office of CFO.

Expedite and fee wavier requested.

Action Plan:
Search Memo being sent to Office of CFO for requested records. Will process those records 
for response.

Expedite granted. No fees anticipated. If more than 1,000 pages, will waive $25.

Submitted By:
Don Trussell

Date:
01/19/2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: December 22, 2020______

To: HQ FOIA EFF______________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

F ro m : Reid-Smith Deidre M_____________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 21,2020 6:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 21,2020 06:00:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/22/2020 6:41AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

500 New Jersey Ave., NW,

City

Washington

State/Province

District of Columbia

Postal Code

20001

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Investigatetv

Email

(b)(6) ginvestigatetv.com<mailto (b)(6) ginvestigatetv.com>

Request
Request ID

180521

Confirmation ID

179996

Request description

We are requesting an electronic copy of your database listing write offs, debts not collected, due to the 
passing of the IRS Collection Statute of Expiration Date or CSED. We ask that you include all publicly 
available columns of data, including but not limited to CSED, amount of debt, type of debt, type of 
taxpayer (individual, business, trust fund, etc) state of taxpayer, county of taxpayer. Please provide the 
data in a csv or txt format.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/22/2020 6:41AM (GMT-05:00)
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

[5:24 PM] Megan Luther Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the public interest because it 
will be distributed to more than 90 television stations across the country and is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of IRS write offs and uncollected debts. It's not primarily in my 
commercial interest.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

We are asking for expedited request due to current legislation and committee hearings: Chairman 
Yarmuth stated at the House Budget Committeea€™s July hearing for the need of federal investments in 
technology, a€oefunding cuts over the past decade have prevented the IRS from modernizing its IT 
systems, deteriorating the agencya€™s ability to not only carry out its core function of tax collection and 
enforcement, but also needlessly prolonging the delivery of stimulus payments to workers and families 
during the coronavirus pandemic and recessiona€]we have to invest in modernization now.a€ H.R. 
6076: IRS Enhancement and Tax Gap Reduction Act of 2020 was introduced this year to provide for 
increased audits, improved technology infrastructure, and increased staff for the Internal Revenue 
Service for the purpose of reducing the tax gap, and for other purposes.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/22/2020 6:41AM (GMT-05:00)
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email

expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name first

name last

phone_number

request_category

request_description

180521

179996

Washington

United States

500 New Jersey Ave., NW,

District of Columbia

20001

Investigatetv

(b)(6) ginvestigatetv.com<mailto

PAGE 4 OF 7

<b)<6) ginvestigatetv.com>

yes

We are asking for expedited request due to current legislation and committee hearings: Chairman 
Yarmuth stated at the House Budget Committeea€™s July hearing for the need of federal investments in 
technology, a€oefunding cuts over the past decade have prevented the IRS from modernizing its IT 
systems, deteriorating the agencya€™s ability to not only carry out its core function of tax collection and 
enforcement, but also needlessly prolonging the delivery of stimulus payments to workers and families 
during the coronavirus pandemic and recessiona€]we have to invest in modernization now.a€ H.R. 
6076: IRS Enhancement and Tax Gap Reduction Act of 2020 was introduced this year to provide for 
increased audits, improved technology infrastructure, and increased staff for the Internal Revenue 
Service for the purpose of reducing the tax gap, and for other purposes.

yes

[5:24 PM] Megan Luther Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the public interest because it 
will be distributed to more than 90 television stations across the country and is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of IRS write offs and uncollected debts. It's not primarily in my 
commercial interest.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/22/2020 6:41AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

media

We are requesting an electronic copy of your database listing write offs, debts not collected, due to the 
passing of the IRS Collection Statute of Expiration Date or CSED. We ask that you include all publicly 
available columns of data, including but not limited to CSED, amount of debt, type of debt, type of 
taxpayer (individual, business, trust fund, etc) state of taxpayer, county of taxpayer. Please provide the 
data in a csv or txt format.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/22/2020 6:41AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 180521

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 21, 2020 06:00:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

500 New Jersey Ave., NW, 
Washington
District of Columbia
20001
United States

(b)(6)

Investigated
(b)(6) ■ainvestigatetv.com

Request

Request ID 180521
Confirmation ID 179996

We are requesting an electronic copy of your database listing write offs, debts not 
collected, due to the passing of the IRS Collection Statute of Expiration Date or

Request 
description

CSED. We ask that you include all publicly available columns of data, including 
but not limited to CSED. amount o f debt, type of debt, type of taxpayer (individual, 
business, trust fund, etc) state of taxpayer, county of taxpayer. Please provide the 
data in a csv or txt format.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

media

yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/22/2020 6:41AM (GMT-05:00)
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[5:24 PM] Megan I ,uther Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the

Explanation public interest because it will be distributed to more than 90 television stations 
across the country and is likely to contribute significantly to public understandingof 
IRS write offs and uncollected debts. It's not primarily in my cominercialinterest.

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

We are asking for expedited request due to current legislation and committee hearings: 
Chairman Yannuth stated at the House Budget Committee's July hearing for the need 
offedcral investments in technology, ‘funding cuts over the past decade have 
prevented the IRS from modernizing its IT systems, deteriorating the agency's ability 
to not only carry out its core function of tax collection and enforcement, but also

Explanation needlessly prolonging the deliven' of stimulus payments to workers and families 
during the coronavirus pandemic and recession.. .we have to invest in modernization 
now." H.R. 6076: IRS Enhancement and Tax Gap Reduction Act of 2020 was 
introduced this year to provide for increased audits, improved technology 
infrastructure, and increased staff for the Internal Revenue Service for the purpose of 
reducing tire tax gap. and for other purposes.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/22/2020 6:41AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) RTE 2021-05963

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
01/05/2021

Due Date:
02/03/2021

Case Summary:
Requester is from an Ireland media organization, RTE.

Request is asking for prosecution/investigation files held by the IRS for Gary Davis, 
administrator of the Dark Web website "Silk Road", who was prosecuted and sentenced in the 
Southern District of New York. The IRS, with other federal agencies, contributed to this 
investigation and prosecution.

Action Plan:
Issue search memo to Criminal Investigation Unit. Will determine if Cl's investigation was tax 
related, or otherwise. If tax related, will respond to requester with the appropriate response 
addressing authorization. If records are not tax related, response to requester will depend on 
Cl's reply to search memo.

Submitted By:
Don Trussell, TLS

Date:
01/06/2021
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Cover Sheet
Date: January 05, 2021________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Sunday, January 3, 2021 4:40 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 03, 2021 04:40:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/05/2021 11:58AM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

RTE, Investigations Unit

Donnybrook

City

Dublin 4

State/Province

Dublin

Postal Code

D04 H2K8

Country

Ireland

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

RTE

Email

(b)(6) rte. i e< mailto: (b)(6) @ rte. ie>

Request
Request ID

183816

Confirmation ID

183291

Request description

Dear Sir/Madam: Please accept this as an application for access to certain records, pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552. Specifically, I am requesting copies of the 
prosecution/investigation case files held by the IRS, relating to the prosecution of Mr Gary Davis, who 
worked as an administrator on the 'Silk Road' website on the Dark Web. Mr Davis pled guilty to various

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01 /05 /2021  11:58AM (G M T-06:00)
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offences in relation to his role in the Silk Road, for which he was sentenced in the Southern District of 
New York in 2019.1 am seeking copies of any IRS records that pertain to this investigation. I understand 
that the IRS, through its New York office, and in conjunction with other law enforcement agencies, was 
involved in this investigation. If it not possible to obtain all of the prosecution/investigation files in relation 
to the above, for whatever reason, I ask that I obtain those records to the fullest extent possible. Please 
search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical characteristics. I seek records 
of any kind, including paper records, electronic records, audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and 
graphical material. My request includes without limitation all correspondence, letters, emails, text 
messages, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail messages, and transcripts, notes, or minutes of 
any meetings, telephone conversations, or discussions. My request also includes any attachments to 
emails and other records, and anyone who was cc’ed or bcc’ed on any emails. If it is your position any 
portion of the requested records is exempt from disclosure, I request that you provide me with an index of 
those documents, as required under Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). If some portions 
of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable 
non-exempt portions of the requested records. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). Please do not hesitate to contact 
me should you have any queries about my request. Thank you, in advance, for your assistance. I <b )(6) I

(b)(6) | Investigations Unit Stage 7 RTE Donnybrook Dublin 4 D04 H2K8 IRELAND
(b)(6) ^rte.ie<mailtoj (b)(6) ^rte.ie> -| (b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

Fee Waiver Please note that 5 U.S.C. Section 552(a)(4)(A)(iv)(ll) requires that you provide the first 100 
copies to me at no charge. However, I am requesting a waiver of all fees under 5 U.S.C. Section 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). I am a journalist with an Irish TV and radio station called RTE (a public service 
broadcaster, which is akin to the BBC). The information I seek is in the public interest because it will 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in my commercial interest. I believe I meet the criteria for a fee waiver recognized by the U.S. 
Justice Department - in its policy guidance of April 1987 - and by the federal courts. (See Project on 
Military Procurement v. Department of the Navy, 710 F. Supp. 362 363, 365 (D.C.D. 1989). My request 
concerns the operations or activities of government because it relates to a prosecution by the US 
authorities into drug-dealing on the so-called Dark Web, an issue which is of undoubted public interest. I 
plan to disseminate this information to the public at large in the following manner: My goal is to use this 
information to produce a journalistic work, which I hope will further public understanding of this relatively 
recent phenomenon. In your deliberations, please take note of the following cases: * Campbell v. U.S. 
Department of Justice, 334 U.S. App. D.C. (1998)(administrative and seemingly repetitious information is 
not exempt from fee-waiver consideration). * Project on Military Procurement (agencies cannot reject a 
fee waiver based on the assumption that the information sought is covered by a FOIA exemption. * 
Elizabeth Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agency, 478 F. Supp. 1175 1176 (D.C.D. 1979) (even a single 
document has the potential for contributing to public understanding).

Willing to pay

$1,000

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/05/2021 11:58AM (GMT-06:00>
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Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast 

phon e_n umber

request_category

request_description

183816

183291

Dublin 4

Ireland

RTE, Investigations Unit
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/05/2021 11:58AM (GMT-06:00)
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Donnybrook

Dublin

D04 H2K8

RTE

(b)(6) grte.ie<mailtoj (b)(6) ^ rte.ie>

no

$1,000

yes

Fee Waiver Please note that 5 U.S.C. Section 552(a)(4)(A)(iv)(ll) requires that you provide the first 100 
copies to me at no charge. However, I am requesting a waiver of all fees under 5 U.S.C. Section 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). I am a journalist with an Irish TV and radio station called RTE (a public service 
broadcaster, which is akin to the BBC). The information I seek is in the public interest because it will 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in my commercial interest. I believe I meet the criteria for a fee waiver recognized by the U.S. 
Justice Department - in its policy guidance of April 1987 - and by the federal courts. (See Project on 
Military Procurement v. Department of the Navy, 710 F. Supp. 362 363, 365 (D.C.D. 1989). My request 
concerns the operations or activities of government because it relates to a prosecution by the US 
authorities into drug-dealing on the so-called Dark Web, an issue which is of undoubted public interest. I 
plan to disseminate this information to the public at large in the following manner: My goal is to use this 
information to produce a journalistic work, which I hope will further public understanding of this relatively 
recent phenomenon. In your deliberations, please take note of the following cases: * Campbell v. U.S. 
Department of Justice, 334 U.S. App. D.C. (1998)(administrative and seemingly repetitious information is 
not exempt from fee-waiver consideration). * Project on Military Procurement (agencies cannot reject a 
fee waiver based on the assumption that the information sought is covered by a FOIA exemption. * 
Elizabeth Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agency, 478 F. Supp. 1175 1176 (D.C.D. 1979) (even a single 
document has the potential for contributing to public understanding).

(b)(6)

media

Dear Sir/Madam: Please accept this as an application for access to certain records, pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552. Specifically, I am requesting copies of the 
prosecution/investigation case files held by the IRS, relating to the prosecution of Mr Gary Davis, who 
worked as an administrator on the 'Silk Road' website on the Dark Web. Mr Davis pled guilty to various 
offences in relation to his role in the Silk Road, for which he was sentenced in the Southern District of 
New York in 2019.1 am seeking copies of any IRS records that pertain to this investigation. I understand 
that the IRS, through its New York office, and in conjunction with other law enforcement agencies, was 
involved in this investigation. If it not possible to obtain all of the prosecution/investigation files in relation 
to the above, for whatever reason, I ask that I obtain those records to the fullest extent possible. Please 
search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical characteristics. I seek records 
of any kind, including paper records, electronic records, audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and 
graphical material. My request includes without limitation all correspondence, letters, emails, text 
messages, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail messages, and transcripts, notes, or minutes of

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/05/2021 11:58AM (GMT-06:00>
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any meetings, telephone conversations, or discussions. My request also includes any attachments to 
emails and other records, and anyone who was cc’ed or bcc'ed on any emails. If it is your position any 
portion of the requested records is exempt from disclosure, I request that you provide me with an index of 
those documents, as required under Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). If some portions 
of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable 
non-exempt portions of the requested records. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). Please do not hesitate to contact 
me should you have any queries about my request. Thank you, in advance, for your assistance.! (b)(6) I

(b)(6) | Investigations Unit Stage 7 RTE Donnybrook Dublin 4 D04 H2K8 IRELAND
(b)(6) ^ rte.ie<mailto| (b)(6) ferte.ie> (b)(6)
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FOIA Request 183816

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 03. 2021 04:40:02pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name 
Mailing Address

(b)(6)

RTE. Investigations Unit 
Donnybrook

City
State/Province
Postal Code 
Country 
Phone
Company/Organization 
Email

Dublin 4
Dublin
D04 H2K8
Ireland
__________(b)(6)__________

RTE
(b)(6) ^rte.ie

Request

Request ID 183816
Confirmation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/05/2021 11:58AM (GMT-06:00>
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Dear Sir/Madam: Please accept this as an application for access to certain records, 
pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552. Specifically, I 
am requesting copies of the prosecution/investigation case files held by the IRS, 
relating to the prosecution of Mr Gary Davis, who worked as an administrator on the 
‘Silk Road' website on the Dark Web. Mr Davis pled guilty to various offences in 
relation to his role in the Silk Road, for which he was sentenced in Ihe Southern
District of New York in 2019.1 am seeking copies of any IRS records that pertain to 
this investigation. I understand that the IRS, through its New York office, and in 
conjunction with other law enforcement agencies, was involved in this investigation.If 
it not possible to obtain all of the prosecution/investigation files in relation to the 
above, for whatever reason. I ask that I obtain those records to the fullest extent

Request 
description

possible. Please search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or 
physical characteristics. I seek records of any kind, including paper records, electronic 
records, audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and graphical material. My request 
includes without limitation all correspondence, letters, emails, text messages, 
facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail messages, and transcripts, notes, orminutes 
of any meetings, telephone conversations, or discussions. My request alsoincludes any 
attachments to emails and other records, and anyone who was cc’ed orbee’ed on any 
emails. If it is your position any portion o f the requested records isexempt from 
disclosure, I request that you provide me with an index of those documents, as required 
under Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). Ifsome portions of the 
requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, pleasedisclose any reasonably 
segregable non-exempt portions o f the requested records. See5 L.S.C. § 552(b). 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queriesabout my request.
Thank you. in advance, for your assistance. | (b)(6) Investigations Unit Stage 7
R'fE Donnybrook Dublin 4 D04 H2K8 IRELAND (b)(6) forte-ie (b)(6)

(b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
category ID media

Fee waiver ves

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/05/2021 11:58AM (GMT-06:00>
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Fee Waiver Please note that 5 IJ. S.C. Section 552(a)(4)(A)(iv)(II) requires that vou 
provide the first 100 copies to me at no charge. However. I am requesting a waiver ofall 
fees under 5 U.S.C. Section 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). I am a journalist with an Irish TV and 
radio station called RTE (a public service broadcaster, which is akin to the BBC). Tire 
information I seek is in the public interest because it will contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in my commercial interest. I believe I meet the criteria for a fee waiver 
recognized by the U.S. Justice Department - in its policy guidance of April 1987 - and 
by the federal courts. (See Project on Military' Procurement v. Department of the Navy, 
710 F. Supp. 362 363, 365 (D.C.D. 1989). My request concerns the operations or 
activities of government because it relates to a prosecution by the US authorities into 
drug-dealing on the so-called Dark Web, an issue which is of undoubted public interest. 
I plan to disseminate this information to the public at large in the following manncr:My 
goal is to use this information to produce a journalistic work, which I hope willfurther 
public understanding of this relatively recent phenomenon. In yourdeliberations. please 
take note of the following cases: • Campbell v. U.S. Department ofJusticc, 334 U.S. 
App. D.C. (1998)(administrative and seemingly repet itiousinfonnation is not exempt 
from fee-waiver consideration). • Project on Military’Procurement (agencies cannot 
reject a fee waiver based on the assumption that theinformation sought is covered bv a 
FOIA exemption. • Elizabeth Eudey v. Ccntrallntclligcncc Agency, 478 F. Supp. 1175 
1176 (D.C.D. 1979) (even a single documenthas the potential for contributing to public 
understanding).

w M n e to  $1,000 
n j|Y

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/05/2021 11:58AM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
__________ (b)(6)___________ 2021-06708

Sensitive Case Criteria: Ex e c u tjv e  Emails

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
1/20/21 (AMENDED on 2/29/20)

Due Date:
2/26/21

Case Summary:
Original request was not reasonably described, requester AMENDED request to:

1. A copy of emails regarding the attack on the U.S. Capitol, limited to emails sent or received 
during January 6thand January 7, in the email account of IRS Office of Legislative Affairs 
Director Leonard T. Oursler.

2. A copy of emails regarding the attack on the U.S. Capitol, limited to emails sent or received 
during January 6thand January 7, in the email account of IRS Congressional Affairs Branch 
Chief Amy Klonsky.

You may omit compilations of news clippings from the scope of this request.

Action Plan:
Will conduct a soft touch with Legislative Affairs as this is dealing with executive emails and 
confirm reasonably described. Please note: Per IRS Intranet, Amy Klonsky is the Acting 
Director of Legislative Affairs (will discuss with Leg. Affairs FFC). Issue Search Memo based 
on soft touch discussion.

Submitted By:
Bernard McDade

Date:
1/29/21
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: January 20, 2021________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 1:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 20, 2021 01:00:05pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/20/2021 12:10PM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Email

(b)(6) toverizon. net<mailto (b)(6) ® verizon. net>

Request
Request ID

187756

Confirmation ID

187231

Request description

I request a copy of each email in the email accounts of each person in the IRS Office of Legislative 
Affairs in Washington DC, which contains ANY of the following words: CAPITAL, CAPITOL, POLICE, 
ATTACK, MOB, VIOLENCE, or TRUMP. I limit this request to emails on January 6 and January 7th. 
Please include TO, FROM and CC emails. You may omit compilations of news clippings. I am 
researching the violent and deadly attack on our Nationa€™s Capitol and on Congress and its impact. 
This is a noncommercial individual request.

Supporting documentation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/20/2021 12:10PM (GMT-06:00>
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Fees
Request category ID

other

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay 

80

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

187756

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/20/2021 12:10PM (GMT-06:00)



01/20/2021 1:07:36 PM -0500 IRS PAGE 4 OF 6

187231

(b)(6)

United States

no

80

no

(b)(6)

other

I request a copy of each email in the email accounts of each person in the IRS Office of Legislative 
Affairs in Washington DC, which contains ANY of the following words: CAPITAL, CAPITOL, POLICE, 
ATTACK, MOB, VIOLENCE, or TRUMP. I limit this request to emails on January 6 and January 7th. 
Please include TO, FROM and CC emails. You may omit compilations of news clippings. I am 
researching the violent and deadly attack on our Nationa€™s Capitol and on Congress and its impact. 
This is a noncommercial individual request.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/20/2021 12:10PM (GMT-06:00>
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FOIA Request 187756

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 20, 2021 01:00:05pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

187756

187231

Request 
description

I request a copy of each email in the email accounts of each person in the IRS 
Office of Legislative Affairs in Washington DC. which contains ANY of the 
following words: CAPITAL. CAPITOL POLICE, ATTACK, MOB, VIOLENCE, 
or TRUMP. I limit this request to emails on January' 6 and January' 7th. Please 
include TO, FROM and CC emails. You may omit compilations of news clippings. I 
am researching the violent and deadly attack on our Nation’s Capitol and on 
Congress and its impact. This is a noncommercial individual request.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

other
no
80

Expedited processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/20/2021 12:10PM (GMT-06:00>
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Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/20/2021 12:10PM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
|____________ (b)(6)____________ |

Case number:
2021-07984TRAC, Syracuse University

Sensitive Case Criteria:

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
ID Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 4, 2021

Due Date:
March 5, 2021

Case Summary:
The request seeks a case by case listing of all FOIA requests received in IRS Disclosure from 
October 1,2015 through the date of the search, containing the following nine data fields.
1 .) Request ID,
2 .) User Group,
3 .) Requested Date,
4 .) Received Date,
5 .) Multi-Track Type
6 .) Closed Date,
7 .) Request Type (Identify if case is a FOIA Consultation),
8 .) Request Type (Identify if case is a FOIA Referral), and
9 .) Type of Requester (e.g. 3rd Party or 1st Party, and if 1st Party, whether Privacy Act 
applies, and if so, whether the FOIA was applied to provide greater access, or to search 
beyond a Privacy Act system of records).

Action Plan:
A search memo has been prepared for Mina Gaudino, GLDS - Data Services FOIA Functional 
Contact, and sent to the DM for approval.

Reports of FOIA Request Cases will need to be generated from both the AFOIA and FX case 
management systems.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
February 9, 2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 9

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 04, 2021________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 10:50 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 04, 2021 10:50:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2021 10:07AM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

Suite 360

Newhouse II

City

Syracuse

State/Province

New York

Postal Code

13244

Country

United States

Phone

3154433563

Company/Organization

Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse/Syracuse University

Email

tracfoia@syr.edu<mailto:tracfoia@syr.edu>

Request
Request ID

192766

Confirmation ID

192241

Request description

FOIA request certain data fields covering each request received, pending or completed by the FOIA 
office from October 1,2015 through the end of 1 st Quarter of 2021 (or date of search, if later).

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2021 10:07AM (GMT-06:00>
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Supporting documentation
Additional Information

Request-by-Request Records_12-31 -2020.pdf

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

We also request a full waiver of fees. As you are aware, FOIA sets strict time limits for responding to 
requests because timely receipt of the information that must be made public is a cornerstone of having 
an informed citizenry. Thus, there is substantial public interest in monitoring the success of an agency in 
meeting these timeliness goals. Indeed, because of their public importance, Congress requires each 
federal agency to compile and publish statistics on FOIA response times and pending caseloads each 
year. However, by the time these FOIA reports are available to the public, they are no longer timely. It is 
the purpose of this request to gather and analyze the requisite data to provide regularly updated FOIA 
monitoring reports on your agency. We also seek to provide the public with more granular yet easily 
understandable information about requests covered in the CIA's FOIA Reports to facilitate the public's 
ability to hold the agency accountable for its transparency practices.

Willing to pay

25

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2021 10:07AM (GMT-06:00)
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attach ments_supporting_docu mentation

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

192766

192241

Syracuse

United States

Suite 360

Newhouse II

New York

13244

Request-by-Request Records_12-31 -2020.pdf

Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse/Syracuse University

tracfoia@syr.edu <mailto:tracfoia@syr.edu>

no

25

yes

We also request a full waiver of fees. As you are aware, FOIA sets strict time limits for responding to 
requests because timely receipt of the information that must be made public is a cornerstone of having 
an informed citizenry. Thus, there is substantial public interest in monitoring the success of an agency in 
meeting these timeliness goals. Indeed, because of their public importance, Congress requires each

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2021 10:07AM (GMT-06:00)
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federal agency to compile and publish statistics on FOIA response times and pending caseloads each 
year. However, by the time these FOIA reports are available to the public, they are no longer timely. It is 
the purpose of this request to gather and analyze the requisite data to provide regularly updated FOIA 
monitoring reports on your agency. We also seek to provide the public with more granular yet easily 
understandable information about requests covered in the CIA's FOIA Reports to facilitate the public's 
ability to hold the agency accountable for its transparency practices.

(b)(6)

3154433563

media

FOIA request certain data fields covering each request received, pending or completed by the FOIA 
office from October 1,2015 through the end of 1 st Quarter of 2021 (or date of search, if later).

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2021 10:07AM (GMT-06:00>
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TRAC__ <
Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse
Syracuse University

February 4,2021

Dear FOIA Officer

Under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. we request certain data fields covering each 
request received, pending or completed by the FOIA office from October 1, 2015 through the end of I s* 
Quarter of 2021 (or date of search, if later). By “each request received, pending or answered by the FOIA 
office" we include any request that falls within the definition of “FOIA Request" currently used by the 
agency in compiling its reported counts in any of its FOIA Annual and Quarterly Reports that cover any 
portion of the requested coverage period.

For each of these individual cases we ask that the following data fields be provided:

(a) Assigned request tracking number
(b) Office (where multiple components involved)
(c) Date of request
(d) Date request was received
(e) Track assigned
(f) Date closed (where closure has occurred at the time you process this request)
(g) Type of case (fields that allow distinguishing between: “FOIA Requests” and 

“Consultations”)
(h) Class of FOIA request as described by the agency in its FOIA Annual Reports1 that 

distinguish between the following:
a. Records referred to the agency for processing and direct response to the 

requester
b. Requests received directly from a requester

(i) Different origins of FOIA requests as described by the agency in its FOIA Annual 
Reports2 that distinguish among the following:

2 Ibid.____________________________________________________________________________________________

WWW: http://trac.syr.edu E-mail: trac@syr.edu
Syracuse, NY: (315) 443-3563 Washington. D.C.: (202) 513-9000 West Coast: (425) 746-6372

TRAC: 360 Newhouse II, Syracuse, NY 13244-2100

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2021 10:07AM (GMT-06:00)

a. “third-party" requests
b. “first-party” requests where those requesters are not subject to the Privacy Act, 

such as non-U.S. citizens
c. “first-party” requests where the agency determined that it must search beyond its 

Privacy Act “system of records” or where a Privacy Act exemption applies, and the 
agency looks to FOIA to afford the greatest possible access.

Form at Requested. This listing should be provided as a CSV or other equivalent maehine-readable text 
format that retains the stnieturc of the text in its original tabular form. [Equivalent formats, for example, 
include Excel, tab-delimited text, XM1fixed-column-width text. PDF files do not meet this requirement 
since the tabular structure of the text is stripped off from the original source when a PDF format is 
created.]

1 See description of "FOIA Request" in Section III. Acronyms, Definitions, and Exemptions.
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Requester Classification. We request that we be classified as a representative of the news media under 
the provisions of the freedom of Information Act, and as representatives of an educational institution, 
whose purpose includes scholarly, scientific research. TRAC is a center jointly sponsored by the 
Newhouse School of Public Communications and the Whitman Management School at Syracuse 
University. TRAC’s faculty and staff carry out an active program of scholarly research, publication and 
distribution under the direction of its co-directors. Dr. Long and Professor Burnham. Our work focuses on 
the federal government and its day-to-day activities, including how federal agencies implement their 
obligations under the Freedom of Information Act. For more than two decades, we have gathered 
information of interest to the public, transformed this information utilizing our editorial and research 
expertise into various works -  including computerized knowledge bases and reports -  and actively 
distributed these works through a variety of channels, including through our two public websites: 
https://F01 Aproject.org and https://trac.svr.edu. Our publications are widely used by other researchers, the 
news media, government, and the public. For a sample of recent citations to our research and reports, see: 
https: //trac. syr. edu/tracatwork/.

Fee Waiver Request. We also request a full waiver of fees. As you are aware. FOIA sets strict time limits 
for responding to requests because timely receipt o f the information that must be made public is a 
cornerstone of having an informed citizenry. Thus, there is substantial public interest in monitoring the 
success of an agency in meeting these timeliness goals. Indeed, because of their public importance, 
Congress requires each federal agency to compile and publish statistics on FOIA response times and 
pending caseloads each year. However, by the time these FOIA reports are available to the public, they 
are no longer timely. It is the purpose of this request to gather and analyze the requisite data to provide 
regularly updated FOIA monitoring reports on your agency. We also seek to provide the public with 
more granular yet easily understandable information about requests covered in the CIA’s FOIA Reports to 
facilitate the public’s ability to hold the agency accountable for its transparency practices.

We look forward to receiving this information. Should you have any questions, or if we can be of any 
assistance, please feel free to contact us. Thank you very much.

(b)(6) (b)(6)

(b)(6)

Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse 
Suite 360 Newhouse II
Syracuse University' Syracuse, New York 13244 
315-443-3563 
https: .'/trac. syr. cdu
https ://F OIAproj ect.org

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02 /0T /2021 10:07AM (GMT-06:00>
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FOIA Request 192766

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 04, 2021 10:50:02am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone

Company/Organization

Email

(b)(6)

Suite 360
Newhouse II
Syracuse
New York
13244
United States
3154433563
Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse/Syracuse
University 
tracfoia@syr. edu

Request

Request 11) 192766
Confirmation ID 192241

FOIA request certain data fields covering each request received, pending or 
Request description completed by the FOIA office from October 1. 2015 through the end of 1st 

Quarter of 2021 (or date of search, if later).

Supporting documentation

Additional Information

Fees

Rcqucst-by-Requcst Rccords_l 2-3 l-2020.pdf

Request 
category ID media

Fee waiver yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02 /04 /2021  10:07AM (GMT-06:00>
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Explanation

We also request a full waiver of fees. As vou are aware, FOIA sets strict time limits for 
responding to requests because timely receipt of the information that must be made 
public is a cornerstone of having an informed citizenry. Thus, there is substantialublic 
interest in monitoring the success of an agency in meeting these timelinessgoals. 
Indeed, because of their public importance, Congress requires each federalagency to 
compile and publish statistics on FOIA response times and pendingcase loads each 
year. However, by the time these FOIA reports are available to thepublic. they are no 
longer timely. It is the purpose of this request to gather and analyzethe requisite data to 
provide regularly updated FOIA monitoring reports on youragency. We also seek to 
provide the public with more granular yet easilvunderstandable information about 
requests covered in the CIA's FOIA Reports tofacilitate the public's ability to hold the 
agency accountable for its transparcncypractices.

Willing to 
Pa J

25

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2021 10:07AM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
__________(b)(6)__________

Case number:
2021-08242

Sensitive Case Criteria:

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 8, 2021

Due Date:
March 9, 2021

Case Summary:
Request for number of deductions of donations to the University of Southern California which 
were disallowed because the school gave favorable admissions consideration to an applicant 
associated with the donor or donation for tax years 2010-2018.

Action Plan:
Contact TEGE for information.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
February 12, 2021



Internal Revenue Service 
Central Processing Unit 
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, G A 30362-3006
Fax: 877-807-9215

February 4, 2021

Dear Sir/Madam:

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

Data Service

FEB Os 2021
Gentralsed Precessing Unit 

Atlanta, GA

Re: FOIA Request (Our Reference Number 2021-02)

Under the authority o f the Freedom o f Information Act, 5 USC 5 5 2 .1 request copies o f  the 
fo llow ing data and/or records:

For each o f  the years 2010-18, how many deductions o f  donations to the University o f  
Southern California were disallowed or reduced because (a) the school gave favorable 
admissions consideration to an applicant associated w ith the donor or donation, and 
(b) such consideration was treated as goods or services given in return for the donation?

I am not requesting these records for commercial use. I am not an educational institution, a 
scientific institution, or a representative o f  the news media.

Under Fee-Reg. 601.702(f)(2)(i), fees should be waived or reduced when it is determined that 
disclosure o f  the requested information is in the public interest because it is like ly to contribute 
significantly to public understanding o f the operations or activities o f  the IRS and is not 
prim arily in the commercial interest o f  the requester. I believe the availability o f  these records 
enhances the transparency o f the Service and helps maintain the public’s confidence in the equal 
enforcement o f the law by this and other Federal agencies.

It is my understanding that under the Regulations the first one hundred pages w ill be furnished at 
no charge. However, I do agree to pay up to $1,000 for providing records as requested. I f  you 
estimate that the cost o f  the request w ill exceed this amount, please let me know.

M y return address and telephone number are as follows:

Law Offices o f  Steven Goldsobel 
1901 Avenue o f the Stars, Suite 1750 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
(310)552-4848

Sincerely yours,

(b)(6)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
Casie Matter, Government Information Specialist 
DOJ Office of Professional Responsibility

Case number:
2021-09717

Sensitive Case Criteria:

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 26, 2021

Due Date:
March 12, 2021

Case Summary:
FOIA Consultation 
41 responsive pages

Action Plan:
Provide release recommendation to DOJ by March 12, 2021.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
February 26, 2021



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-09809

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
03/01/2021

Due Date:
03/29/2021

Case Summary:
Copies of all contracts awarded to Mitre Corporation between the dates 
of October 1,2015 and the date in which this request was received.

Action Plan:
Contact Procurement FFC Drexel Crowson, submit search memo

Submitted By:
Lis Y. Fontanez

Date:
03/10/2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: March 01,2021__________

To: HQ FOIA EFF______________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

F ro m : Mauersberg David J_____________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 1,2021 11:40 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 01,2021 11:40:03am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 11:06AM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Columbia Journalism School

Email

(b)(6) !)columbia.edu<mailto (b)(6) ^ columbia.edu>

Request
Request ID

199081

Confirmation ID

198556

Request description

Dear Disclosure Manager, This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I am requesting 
copies of all contracts awarded to Mitre Corporation between the dates of October 1,2015 and the date 
in which this request was received. I am requesting that these documents include, but not be limited to, a 
unique identifier for the individual contract, the date in which the contract was awarded, and a copy of the 
signed contract. I would like these documents to be sent to me as a Microsoft Word document .pdf, or 
another common machine readable format. If thata€™s not possible, please inform me before releasing 
the records. In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a reporter

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 11:06AM (GMT-06:00>
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at the Toni Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism, and this request is made as part of news 
gathering and not for a commercial use. I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the 
requested information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in my commercial 
interest. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am requesting any fees to be waived because I am a member of the news media attempting to educate 
the public on how the federal government contracts with FFRDCs

Willing to pay

20

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

addressjinel

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 11:06AM (GMT-06:00>
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email

expedited_processing 

fee_amount_willing 

fee_waiver 

fee_waiver_explanation 

name_first 

namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

199081

198556

(b)(6)

United States

Columbia Journalism School

(b)(6) gcolumbia.edu<mailtc (b)(6) gcolumbia.edu>

no

20

yes

I am requesting any fees to be waived because I am a member of the news media attempting to educate 
the public on how the federal government contracts with FFRDCs

(b)(6)

media

Dear Disclosure Manager, This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I am requesting 
copies of all contracts awarded to Mitre Corporation between the dates of October 1,2015 and the date

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03 /01 /2021  11:06AM (GMT-06:00>
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in which this request was received. I am requesting that these documents include, but not be limited to, a 
unique identifier for the individual contract, the date in which the contract was awarded, and a copy of the 
signed contract. I would like these documents to be sent to me as a Microsoft Word document .pdf, or 
another common machine readable format. If thata€™s not possible, please inform me before releasing 
the records. In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a reporter 
at the Toni Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism, and this request is made as part of news 
gathering and not for a commercial use. I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the 
requested information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in my commercial 
interest. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your 

igative

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 11:06AM (GMT-06:00>
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FOIA Request 199081

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 01, 2021 11:40:03am ET. and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

Columbia Journalism School
(b)(6) icolumbia.edu

Request

Request ID 199081
Confirmation
II) 198556

Request 
description

Dear Disclosure Manager, This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I 
am requesting copies of all contracts awarded to Mitre Corporation between the dates 
of October 1, 2015 and the date in which this request was received. I am requesting 
that these documents include, but not be limited to. a unique identifier for the 
individual contract, the date in which tire contract was awarded, and a copy of the 
signed contract. I would like these documents to be sent to me as a Microsoft Word 
document .pdf, or another common machine readable format. If that's not possible, 
please inform me before releasing the records. In order to help to determine my status 
to assess fees, you should know that I am a reporter at the Toni Stabile Center for 
Investigative Journalism, and this request is made as part of news gathering and not 
for a commercial use. I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the 
requested information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government 
and is not primarily in my commercial interest. I look forward to your reply within 20 
business days, as the statute requires, thank you for your consideration of this 
request. Sincerely. (b)(6) . Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism

(b)(6)

(b)(6) icolumbia.edu 814-528-3039

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03 /01 /2021  11:06AM (GMT-06:00>
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Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media
Fee waiver yes

I am requesting any fees to be waived because I am a member of the news
Explanation media attempting to educate the public on how the federal government 

contracts with FFRDCs
Willing to pay 20

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 11:06AM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: 
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-09827

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
03/02/2021

Due Date:
03/30/2021

Case Summary:
Copy of all documents related to contracts awarded to Mitre Corporation in which a 
Justification For Other Than Full And Open Competition, sometimes referred to as a "J&A" or 
a "JOFOC," was included. I would like this request to include contracts that were awarded to 
Mitre Corporation from October 1,2015 up until the date in which this request is received.

Action Plan:
Contact Procurement FFC Drexel Crowson, submit search memo

Submitted By:
Lis Y. Fontanez

Date:
03/10/2021
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: March 01,2021__________

To: HQ FOIA EFF______________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

F ro m : Mauersberg David J_____________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 1,2021 11:40 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 01,2021 11:40:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 5:38PM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Columbia Journalism School

Email

(b)(6) £columbia.edu<mailto (b)(6) gcolumbia.edu>

Request
Request ID

199076

Confirmation ID

198551

Request description

Dear Disclosure Manager, This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I am requesting all 
documents related to contracts awarded to Mitre Corporation in which a Justification For Other Than Full 
And Open Competition, sometimes referred to as a a€ceJ&Aa€ or a a€oeJOFOC,a€ was included. I 
would like this request to include contracts that were awarded to Mitre Corporation from October 1,2015 
up until the date in which this request is received. I am requesting that these documents include, but not 
be limited to, a unique identifier for the individual contract, a description of the contract, the date in which 
it was awarded, and the Justification For Other Than Full And Open Competition as defined in the

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 5:38PM (GMT-06:00)
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Federal Acquisition Regulations Part 6 I would like this information sent to me as a Word Document, 
.pdf, or another common machine readable format. If thata€™s not possible, please inform me before 
releasing the records. In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am 
a reporter at the Toni Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism, and this request is made as part of 
news gathering and not for a commercial use. I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of 
the requested information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in my
commercial interest. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am requesting any fees to be waived because I am a member of the news media attempting to educate 
the public on how the federal government contracts with FFRDCs

Willing to pay

$20

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 5:38PM (GMT-06:00)
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company_organization

email

expedited_processing

fee_amount_willing

fee waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name first

name last

phone_number

request_category

request_description

199076

198551

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

Columbia Journalism School

(b)(6) ^columbia.edu<mailtq <b)<6) gcolumbia.edu>

no

$20

yes

I am requesting any fees to be waived because I am a member of the news media attempting to educate 
the public on how the federal government contracts with FFRDCs

(b)(6)

media
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 5:38PM (GMT-06:00)
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Dear Disclosure Manager, This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I am requesting all 
documents related to contracts awarded to Mitre Corporation in which a Justification For Other Than Full 
And Open Competition, sometimes referred to as a a€oeJ&Aa€ or a a€oeJOFOC,a€ was included. I 
would like this request to include contracts that were awarded to Mitre Corporation from October 1,2015 
up until the date in which this request is received. I am requesting that these documents include, but not 
be limited to, a unique identifier for the individual contract, a description of the contract, the date in which 
it was awarded, and the Justification For Other Than Full And Open Competition as defined in the 
Federal Acquisition Regulations Part 6 I would like this information sent to me as a Word Document, 
.pdf, or another common machine readable format. If thata€™s not possible, please inform me before 
releasing the records. In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am 
a reporter at the Toni Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism, and this request is made as part of 
news gathering and not for a commercial use. I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of 
the requested information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in my 
commercial interest. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank
you for your consideration of this request. Sincerely, (b)(6) 

Investigative( bJ)(o6)urnalism______ ____________________________
(b)(6) n@colurnbia.edu<mailto:j (b)(6) |̂ columbia.edu> 814-528-3039

Stabile Center for

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 5:38PM (GMT-06:00)
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FOIA Request 199076

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 01, 2021 11:40:02am ET. and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organizatioi]
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

199076

198551

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 5:38PM (GMT-06:00)
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Request 
description

Dear Disclosure Manager, This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I 
am requesting all documents related to contracts awarded to Mitre Corporation in 
which a Justification For Other Than Full And Open Competition, sometimes referred 
to as a V<J&A“ or a “JOFOC," was included. 1 would like this request to include 
contracts that were awarded to Mitre Corporation from October 1. 2015 up until the 
dale in which this request is received. I am requesting that these documents include, 
but not be limited to, a unique identifier for the individual contract, a description ofthe 
contract, the date in which it was awarded, and the Justification For Other ThanFull 
And Open Competition as defined in the Federal Acquisition Regulations Part 6 I 
would like this information sent to me as a Word Document, .pdf, or another common 
machine readable format. If that’s not possible, please inform me before releasing the 
records. In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I 
am a reporter at the Toni Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism, and this request 
is made as part of news gathering and not for a commercial use. I request a waiver of 
all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in my commercial 
interest. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. Sincerely 
Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism

(b)(6) ^Columbia

J (b)(6)

(b)(6)

.edul (b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media
Fee waiver yes

I am requesting any fees to be waived because 1 am a member o f the news
Explanation media attempting to educate the public on how the federal government 

contracts with FFRDCs
Willing to pay $20

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/01/2021 5:38PM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-10053

Sensitive Case Criteria:

IH Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 14, 2021

Due Date:
August 11,2021

Case Summary:
Any emails between the Office of the IRS Chief Information Officer, Nancy Sieger, and the 
vendor "ID.me" between 1-1-2021 and 5-1-2021.

Action Plan:
Prepare Search Memo and forward to Thomas Simoneau, Management and Program Analyst, 
Information Technology.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
July 21,2021
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Cover Sheet
Date: July 14, 2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 10:30 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 14, 2021 10:30:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/14/2021 12:32PM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

CyberScoop

Email

(b)(6) ^cyberscoop.com<mailto (b)(6) |@cyberscoop.com>

Request
Request ID

236346

Confirmation ID

235821

Request description

I request that a copy of documents containing the following information be provided to me: any emails 
between the Office of the IRS Chief Information Officer, Nancy Sieger and the vendor "ID.me" (all related 
parties) between 1/1/2021 and 5/1/2021 Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please contact 
me if you have any questions at | (b)(6) Sincerely, (b)(6)

Supporting documentation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/14/2021 12:32PM (GMT-04:00>
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Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a Reporter with 
CyberScoop news and this request is made as part of news gathering and not for a commercial use. I 
request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities 
of the government and is not primarily in my commercial interest.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

Additional information 
fee_amount_willing

0

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/14/2021 12:32PM (GMT-04:00)
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fee_waiver_explanation

name first

name last

phone_number 

request_category 

request-description

236346

235821

(b)(6)

United States

CyberScoop

(b)(6) §cyberscoop.com<mailto (b)(6) ^ cyberscoop.com>

no

0

yes

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a Reporter with 
CyberScoop news and this request is made as part of news gathering and not for a commercial use. I 
request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities 
of the government and is not primarily in my commercial interest.

(b)(6)

media

I request that a copy of documents containing the following information be provided to me: any emails 
between the Office of the IRS Chief Information Officer, Nancy Sieger and the vendor "ID.me" (all related 
parties) between 1/1/2021 and 5 /1 /2 0 2 1  T h a n k  you for your consideration of this request. Please contact 
me if you have any questions at| (b)(6) Sincerely, (b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/14/2021 12:32PM (GMT-04:00>
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FOIA Request 236346

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 14, 2021 10:30:02am ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

Request

Request ID 236346
Confirmation ID 235821

Request 
description

I request that a copy of documents containing the following information be 
provided to me: jury emails between the Office of the IRS ChielTnfomialion 
Officer, Nancy Sieger and the vendor "ID.me” (all related parties) between 
1/1/2021 and 5/1/2021 Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please 
contact me if you have any questions at (b)(6) Sincerely, (b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

media

yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/14/2021 12:32PM (GMT-04:00>
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Explanation

In order to help to determine mv status to assess fees, you should know that I am a 
Reporter with CyberSeoop news and this request is made as part of news gathering 
and not for a eoinmereial use. I request a waiver of all fees for this request. 
Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the public interest because it is 
likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations oractivities 
of the government and is not primarily in my commercial interest.

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

Additional information

fee_ainount_willing

no

0

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/14/2021 12:32PM (GMT-04:00)



Sensitive Case Criteria:

PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Nar 
(b)(6)

ne: Case number:
2021-10221

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
March 8, 2021

Due Date:
April 5, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks a copy of the following documents containing the following 
information.

The most recent document that was delivered to Bernadine Doan (WBO Analyst) assigning
the requester’s claims (i.e. “ (b)(6) & Related”) to her;

The most recent document that was delivered to Bernadine Doan notifying her of the 
re-assignment of the requester’s claims (i.e. “j (b)(6) |& Related”) to her; and

All emails between and/or among WBO Director Lee Martin and Bernadine Down discussing 
the requester’s outstanding claims (i.e. “| ((bb))((66)) |& Related”).

Action Plan:
BU Search Memo will be sent to WBO FOIA FC.

Submitted By:

Michael Young, TLS DO13
Date:

March 12, 2021



T o :18778079215 Pane: 1 of 4 2021-03-06 19:46:49 GMT 17704565998 From: Whit Tindall

FAX COVER SHEET
TO
COMPANY IRS Disclosure Office
FAX NUMBER 18778079215
FROM (b)(6)

DATE 2021-03-0619:46:18 GMT
RE FOIA Request - 1 RS Whistleblower Office

COVER MESSAGE

See attached FOIA request.

Regards,

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/06/2021 1:49PM (GMT-06:00)
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(b)(6)

March 6, 2021
Mr. Lee Martin
Director, Whistleblower Office
Internal Revenue Service
Whistleblower Office
SE:WO
I l l i  Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington. DC 20224-0001 
(by regular mail and e-mail to

Mrs. Bernadine Doan 
Senior Program Analyst 
IRS Whistleblower Office 
1220 SW 3Kf Avc., STE G044 
M/S 0-146
Portland. OR 97204-2827 
(by regular mail and e-mail to

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

dirs.gov)

a'irs.gov)

Internal Revenue Service
Central Processing Unit
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta. GA 30362-3006
(by regular mail and fax to (877) 807-9215)

RE: REQUEST FOR DOCUMENTS -  PURSUANT TO THE FEDERAL FREEDOM
OF INFORMATION A C T cT O lA ”)

Dear Mr. Martin and Mrs. Doan.

I am writing in response to your continued refusal to comply with the clear statutory obligations 
by the IRS Whistleblower Office (“the IRS WBO”) to provide a status update upon receipt of a 
written request for such update.

Factual Background

I received your letter, dated November 10, 2020, in which you indicate that you have replaced 
Mr. Ken Chatham as the assigned analyst on my outstanding claims that you describe as being 

(b)(6) Related'-.

20210306, IRS, F( HA Request - WBO failure to comply with H ’A and provide status update, 3 .6 .21 
03 06/21
Page 1 o f 3

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/06/2021 1:49PM (GMT-06:00)
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On November 14, 2020, 1 responded and specifically asked for an update, to wit, "Which specific 
claims are you coordinating?"

On December 11, 2020, 1 followed up on my earlier letter, dated November 10, 2020, and again 
asked for an update, to wit. "Which specific claims are you coordinating?".

On January 15, 2021, I followed up on my earlier letters, dated November 10, 2020, and 
December I I, 2020, and again asked for an update, to wit. "Which specific claims are you 
coordinating?" and specifically referenced the IRS WBO’s statutory' obligations to respond with 
a status update.

On January 15, 2021, 1 forwarded that request by regular mail and email to (b)(6) Ti.irs.gov 
and | (b)(6) gjirs.gov.

Thus, it is without dispute, that I have sent multiple written requests to the IRS WBO 
requesting a status update.
At the same time, to date, I have not received a single response from the IRS WBO.

Excerpts from the IRS WBO's 2020 Annual Report

In the 2020 Annual Report, released on January 5, 2021, Mr. Lee Martin clearly stated the 
following:

“Also, the Whistleblower Office now notifies the whistleblower when a case for 
which the whistleblower has provided information has been referred for audit or 
examination. The Whistleblower Office also notifies the whistleblower when the 
taxpayer they identified made a tax payment with respect to which the 
whistleblower's information relates. In addition, the whistleblower can submit a 
written request for information on the status and stage, or action related to such 
information and for the reason for an award determination on the amount o f 
any award made under IRC § 7623(b), for the. correlating whistleblower claim"

My email and three letters clearly qualify as a “written request for information on the status 
and stage or action related to such information" sufficient to trigger a mandatory response 
from the IRS WBO.

Given your refusal to comply with your statutory obligations, lam  obligated to determine 
why. With that in mind, I expect you to comply with the attached Freedom of Information 
Act request.

20210306, IRS, I'(HA Request - WBO failure to comply with TEA and provide status update, 3 .6 .21 
03-W21
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REQUEST PURSUANT TO THE FREEDOM OF INFORM ATION ACT

Tills is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I request that a copy of the following 
documents (or documents containing the following information) be provided to me:

>  Copy of the most recent document that was delivered to Bernadine Doan assigning 
my claims to her:

> Copy of the most recent document that was delivered to Bernadine Doan notifying 
her of the re-assignment of my claims to her: and

> Copy of all emails between and/or among Lee Martin and Bernadine Down 
discussing my outstanding claims.

In order to help to determine ray status to assess fees, you should know that I am individual 
seeking information for personal use and not for commercial use.

Furthermore, 1 am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of S20.00. If you 
estimate that the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first and provide me with a 
meaningful estimate of the total costs of compliance, including a list of responsive documents, 
their respective author, their intended recipient and their date(s).

Al the same time, however, 1 request a waiver of all fees for this request, because the disclosure 
of the requested information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 
significantly to the public understanding of your operations and any related activities (i.c., your 
administration's ability to timely process award payments following the issuance of 
whistleblower award letters and your administration’s inability to comply with its known 
statutory obligations).

With that in mind, I look forward to hearing from you soon.

In fact, federal law requires you to respond within twenty (20) days. Given the ongoing 
institutional delay, 1 will only consider an extension of that 20-day period if a written request for 
an extension from cither of you (specific to the individual addressees) written on your letterhead 
is timely received and that request identifies a specific date by which a full and complete 
response will be provided.

Additionally, until I notify you in writing that I consider this matter closed, my FOIA 
request(s) remain outstanding and may not be deemed satisfied/resolved by my failure to 
respond to your initial replies. 1 will confirm in writing when your reply is sufficient.

Best Regards,

(b)(6)

Encl.

20210306, IRS, IX HA Request - WBO failure to comply with TFA and provide status update, 3.6.21 
03 06/21
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
| (b)(6) | Report with ProPublica

Case number:
2021-11626

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
March 31,2021

Due Date:
April 29. 2021

Case Summary:
Perfected request seeks:

1) All user manuals and any other documents used as a user manual for contract numbers provided between 
IRS and Palantir software company:
1 :2032H519F00270
2 :2032H520F00699
3: 2032H520F00763
4: 2032H519F00682
5: 2032H518F01231
6: 2032H520F00406

2) Emails TO/FROM Procurement Contracting Officer/Specialist who handled/handles the specific contract and 
@Palantir.com for last six months (November 1, 2020 through April 1,2021).

Action Plan:
Send search memo to Procurement for processing.

Submitted By:
Lauri Takeguchi, Disclosure Office 13

Date:
April 1,2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: March 31,2021__________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 16  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Thanks,

David Mauersberg
Program Manager, Centralized Processing Unit, GLDS
Desk: I (b)(6) ~ |

Fax: 470-769-2989

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 30,2021 4:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/31/2021 5:55AM (GMT-04:00)



03/31/2021 4:54:10 AM -0500 IRS PAGE 2 OF 6

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 30, 2021 04:00:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica

Email

(b)(6) gpropublica.org<mailto| (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

Request
Request ID

206701

Confirmation ID

206176
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/31/2021 5:55AM (GMT-04:00)
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Request description

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I am requesting copies of the following records. 
All user manuals and similar documentation for any and all Palantir software used by your agency. All 
emails between agency staff and a€oe@palantir.coma€ email address sent in the last six months. If 
there are any fees associated with this request, please inform me if the costs exceed $50. Ia€™d prefer 
these records be delivered electronically. If there are any questions or problems with this request, or if 
you have suggestions to make the request quicker and easier, please feel free to reach out.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

no

Willing to pay

Please contact if the estimated fee is above $50

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/31/2021 5:55AM (GMT-04:00)
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expedited_processing 

fee_amount_willing 

fee_waiver 

name_first 

namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

206701

206176

(b)(6)

(b)(6) ^ propublica.org<mailto| (b)(6) ^ propublica.org>

no

Please contact if the estimated fee is above $50

no

(b)(6)

media

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I am requesting copies of the following records. 
All user manuals and similar documentation for any and all Palantir software used by your agency. All 
emails between agency staff and a€oe@palantir.coma€ email address sent in the last six months. If 
there are any fees associated with this request, please inform me if the costs exceed $50. Ia€™d prefer 
these records be delivered electronically. If there are any questions or problems with this request, or if 
you have suggestions to make the request quicker and easier, please feel free to reach out.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/31/2021 5:55AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 206701

The following list contains the entire submission submitted March 30, 2021 04:00:02pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

United States
(b)(6)

ProPublica
(b)(6) ffipropublica.org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

206701

206176

Request 
description

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I am requesting copies of 
the following records. All user manuals and similar documentation for any and all 
Palantir software used by your agency. All emails between agency staff and 
‘7ffipalantir.com" email address sent in the last six months. If there are any fees 
associated with this request, please inform me if the costs exceed S50. Td prefer 
these records be delivered electronically. If there are any questions or problems with 
this request, or if you have suggestions to make the request quicker and easier, 
please feel free to reach out.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

media
no
Please contact if the estimated fee is above S50

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/31/2021 5:55AM (GMT-04:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/31/2021 5:55AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6) VICE Media

Case number:
2021-11768

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
4/1/2021

Due Date:
4/29/2021

Case Summary:
FOIA request from media requester asking for copies of records relating to “Babel Street", 
"Locate X", "Locate X Premium", "Venntel", and "Anomaly Six":

1) All invoices, purchase orders contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents
2) All user manuals, instruction manuals, guides and similar documents
3) All slide decks, presentations, PowerPoint presentations, memos, and similar documents.

There is a separate request (2021-11767) from this requester using different wording/methods 
to obtain similar documents .

While no fee waiver was requested, requester did state this request is for news gathering, and 
for non-commercial purposes, and records will be made available to the public.

Action Plan:
Search Memo being sent to Cl for requested records. (Items in #1 are not being requested 
from Procurement as contract number(s) were not provided. Any of this information in 
possession of Cl may be provided.)

No fees anticipated at this time.

Submitted By:
Don Trussell

Date:
4/6/2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: April 01,2021___________

To: CPU-TLS_______________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Higley Denise________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: [ 4  Including cover page

Subject: New TLS FOIA Request

New TLS FOIA Request below in the email.

Thank you!

Denise Higley
Government Information Specialist - FOIA Policy Analyst
HQ Disclosure Policy & Program Operations Staff
M/S 7000
1973N Rulon White Blvd
Ogden, UT 84404

(b)(6)

From j (b)(6) ja>treasury.gov (b)(6) ~^treasury.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 1,2021 9:49 AM
To: Higley Denise <j (b)(6) ^ irs.gov>; White William IV (b)(6) ^)irs.gov>; Woods
Jeremy A (b)(6) ^ lrs^gov>
Subject: Request 1 (2021-FOIA-00484)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0^/01/2021 10:57AM (GMT-05:00>
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First request (2021-FOIA-00484):
Contact Info:

(b)(6)

VICE Media
Phone: (b)(6)

Email:__________
(b)(6) |S)requests.muckrock.com<mailtoj (b)(6) g) requests.muckrock.com>

MuckRock News
411A Highland Ave., DEPT
Somerville, MA 02144

REQUEST:
"To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

# ## Background ###

Some government agencies have bought location data from various companies such as Babel Street, 
Venntel, and Anomaly Six.

# ## Request ###

I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), about, concerning, or related to the 
following companies and products: "Babel Street", "Locate X", "Locate X Premium", "Venntel", "Anomaly 
Six"
- All user manuals, instruction manuals, guides, and similar documents about, concerning, or related to 
the following companies and products: "Babel Street", "Locate X", "Locate X Premium", "Venntel", 
"Anomaly Six"
- All slide decks, presentations, Powerpoint Presentations, memos, and similar documents about, 
concerning, or related to the following companies and products: "Babel Street", "Locate X", "Locate X 
Premium", "Venntel", "Anomaly Six"

I request all cross-referenced records relevant to my inquiry.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being 
made for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0^/01/2021 10:57AM (GMT-05:00>
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(b)(6)

Upload documents directly:
https://https://www.muckrock.comhttps://accounts.muckrock.com/accounts/login/?next=https%3A%2F% 
2Fwww.muckrock.com%2Faccounts%2Flogin%2F%3Fnext%3D%252Faccounts%252Fagency_login%2 
52Fdepartment-of-treasury-83%252Fdocuments-on-law-enforcement-and-intelligence-location-data-purc 
hases-and-use-department-of-treasury-110156%252F%253F&url_auth_token=AAAVL3T7m_3JoCS54 
ROUC5OrkxY%3A1IRfLR%3AxpKr7EEfix5jKzEQrsdUF3cDm5Q<https://https:/www.muckrock.cornhttps 
:/accounts.muckrock.com/accounts/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.muckrock.com%2Faccounts%2 
Flogin%2F%3Fnext%3D%252Faccounts%252Fagency_login%252Fdepartment-of-treasury-83%252Fdo 
cuments-on-law-enforcement-and-intelligence-location-data-purchases-and-use-department-of-treasury- 
110156%252F%253F&url_auth_token=AAAVL3T7m_3JoCS54R0UC50rkxY%3A1 IRfLR%3AxpKr7EEfi 
x5jKzEQrsdUF3cDm5Q> (Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2000 To 03/31/2021)"

From: Higley Denise (b)(6) ^irs.gov<mailto:
Sent: Thursday, April 1,2021 11:40 AM
To: Henshaw, Michelle (b)(6) ^ treasury.gov<mailto[
White William IV (b)(6) [@irs.gov<mailto[~ 

fe)irs.qov<mailto:| (b)(6)

(b)(6) §irs.gov»

(b)(6) gtreasury.gov»;
W )  g)irs.gov»; Woods Jeremy A

(b)(6) g irs .gov»
Subject: RE: Two requests regarding invoices, contracts...etc. (2021-FOIA-00484 & 2021-FOIA-00485)

Morning Michelle,

IRS will accept these for processing - however, will you please send separate emails for the two requests 
below? That would help at our end.

Thank you very much!!!

Denise Higley
Government Information Specialist - FOIA Policy Analyst
HQ Disclosure Policy & Program Operations Staff
M/S 7000
1973N Rulon White Blvd
Ogden, UT 84404

(b)(6)

From: (b)(6) 5>treasury.gov<mailto (b)(6) - feHreasury.gov>
(b)(6) gtreasury.gov<mailto <b)<6) gtreasury.gov»

Sent: Thursday, April 1,2021 6:54 AM
To: Higley Denise (b)(6) ^irs.gov<mailto:|~ (b)(6) ~|@irs.gov»; White William IV

(b)(6) ^ irs.gov<mailto| ~ (b)(6) ^irs.gov » ;  Woods Jeremy A
<| (b)(6) ^ irs.gov<mailto| (b)(6) ^ irs.gov»
Subject: Two requests regarding invoices, contracts...etc. (2021-FOIA-00484 & 2021-FOIA-00485)

Good morning,

We received two requests from the same requester (Joseph Cox). The requests are described below. 
The requester submitted both online (no hard copy) so I copied/pasted the requests.

Would these be something IRS would handle? I know we’ve sent some requests regarding contracts to 
IRS, so I thought I’d ask.

Thanks!

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0^/01/2021 10:57AM (GMT-05:00>
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Case Manager, FOIA & Transparency
Privacy, Transparency, and Records 

(b)(6) ̂ T reasury.gov<mailto (b)(6) §Treasury.gov>
FOIA@Treasury.gov<mailto:FOIA@Treasury.gov>
Main Phone: 202-622-0930
Desk Phone: (b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0^/01/2021 10:57AM (GMT-05:00>



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) Tax Analysts 2021-11995

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
April 6, 2021

Due Date:
May 4, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following IRS records.

1. Tax Stats showing the total number of Preexisting Individual Accounts reported to the IRS each year under FACTA IGAs 
and FFI Agreements, from 2017 through the date of the request, and the aggregate reported balance or value of all such 
accounts.

2. Tax Stats showing the total number of New Individual Accounts reported to the IRS each year under FACTA IGAs and FFI 
Agreements, from 2017 through the date of the request, and the aggregate reported balance or value of all such accounts.

3. Tax Stats showing the total number of Preexisting Entity Accounts reported to the IRS each year under FATCA IGAs and 
FFI Agreements from 2017 through the date of the request, and the aggregate reported balance or value of all such 
accounts.

4. Tax Stats showing the total number of New Entity Accounts reported to the IRS each year under FATCA IGAs and FFI 
Agreements from 2017 through the date of the request, and the aggregate reported balance or value of all such accounts.

5. Statistics showing the number and nature of cases opened by Criminal Investigation or any other division of the IRS on the 
basis of information received by the IRS under FACTA IGAs since 2010.

6. Current policies and procedures concerning the handling and use of information obtained by the IRS under FATCA IGAs 
and FFI Agreements.

Action Plan:
Soft touches with RAAS:SOI (Items 1-4), Cl, and LB&I (Items 5 and 6) FOIA FCs are 
necessary, prior to sending the search memos.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
April 9, 2021
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Recipient Information
To: FOIA Officer
Company: Internal Revenue Service
Fax #: 18778079215

______________________ .Sender Information send a fax for free
From: | (b)(6)
Company: Tax Analysts
Email address:! (b)(6) IS taxanalysts.orq (from 67.160.165.121)
Phone #: | (b)(6)
Sent on: Monday, April 5 2021 at 10:52 PM EDT

Dear FOIA Officer:

Please find attached a request for access to records under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 
s. 552 on behalf of Tax Analysts.

Please contact! (b)(6) [ Chief Correspondent for Tax Analysts with any questions at
(b)(6) | or | (b)(6) l §)taxanal ysts.org

This fax was sent using the FaxZero.com fax service. Please send your response directly to the sender, not to FaxZero.

FaxZero.com has a zero tolerance policy for abuse and junk faxes. If this fax is spam or abusive, please e-mail support@faxzero.com or send 
a fax to 855-330-1238, or phone 707-400-6360. Specify fax #28920122. We will add your fax number to ihe block list.

1/7
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04 /05 /2021  9:54PM (G M T-05:00)



6-Apr-2021 02:53 From Amanda Athanasiou. Phone #9719406681 FaxZero.com p.2

April 5, 2021

IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 303 62-3006

By Facsimile: 877-807-9215

FOIA REQUEST
Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:

I write on behalf of Tax Analysts, a non-profit publisher of news regarding 
taxation issues. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIAD, 5U.S.C. § 
552, Tax Analysts hereby requests access to the following records:

1. Documents or records! ndi eating, either individually or in the aggregate, the 
number of Preexisting Individual Accounts reported to the IRS each year as 
U.S. Reportable Accounts, U.S. Accounts,or otherwise under Foreign Account 
Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) Intergovernmental Agreements(IGAs) and FFI 
Agreements, from 2017 through the pre sent, and the reported balance or 
value of each such account.

2. Documents or records indicating, either individually or in the aggregate, the 
number of New Individual Accounts reported to the IRS each year as U.S. 
Reportable Accounts, U.S. Accounts,or otherwise under FATCA IGAs and 
FFI Agreements from 2017 through the present, and the reported balance or 
value of each such account.

3. Documents or records indicating, either individually or in the aggregate, the 
number of Preexisting Entity Accounts reported to the IRS each year under 
FATCA IGAs and FFI Agreements from 2017 through the present, and the 
reported balance of each such account.

4. Documents or records indicating, either individually or in the aggregate, the 
number of New Entity Accounts reported to the IRS each year under FATCA 
IGAs and FFI Agreements from 2017 through the present, and the reported 
balance of each such account.

5. Documents or recordsindicating the number and nature of cases opened by 
Criminal Investigation or any other division of the IRS on the basis of 
information received by the IRS under FATCA IGAs since 2010.

6. Documents or records concerning the handling and use of information 
obtained by the IRS under FATCA IGAs and FFI Agreements, including, but

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04/05/2021 9:54PM (GMT-05:00)
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not limited to, documents and records pertaining to procedures governing 
such handling and use.

We hereby ask that you waive any applicable fees, as has routinely occurred 
in prior situations where Tax Analysts has requested records under the FOIA. 
Release of the information is in the public interest because it will contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the scope ofinformation reported to the IRS 
by partner jurisdictions and foreign financial institutions under FATCA and how 
the agency is utilizing that information.

Tax Analysts is a representative of the news media within the meaning of the 
FOIA and is thus required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 
pages and is willing to pay that sum up to $25 if need be.

Should the IRSdeter mine that any portion of the requested records may be 
withheld, we request that the reasonably segregable portions be provided in 
response to this request.

Conclusion

We at Tax Analysts are always willing to discuss ways to streamline or 
facilitate your processing of a request. We have found that handling these issues via 
telephone and e-mail can be mutually beneficial, and I would thus be grateful if you 
could please communicate with me by phone at| (b)(6) ]or e-mail at

(b)(6) taxanalysts.org if you have any questions or comments.

Thank you for your assistance, and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

____________ (b)(6)_____________

Chief Correspondent, International
Tax Analysts
400 S. Maple Ave. Ste. 400
Falls Church, VA 22046

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 04 /05 /2021  9:54PM (G M T-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-12458

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member o f the |\je w  Media :The
Columbus Dispatch

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 07, 2021

Due Date:
July 06, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks correspondence (regarding a determination of eligibility to participate in a 
public pension and/or retirement system, including but not limited to the Public Employees 
Retirement System in Ohio) between the Columbus Zoological Park Association 
(Employee Identification Number 31-4390844) and the IRS, between January 1, 1986, and 
December 31, 1986, r.

Action Plan:
Contacted FFC of TEGE/the Business Unit seek their input on the request.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
June 09, 2021



06/07/2021 11:34:25 AM -0400 IRS

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 5

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 07, 2021___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 10:00 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 07, 2021 10:00:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/07/2021 10:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

62 East Broad Street

City

Columbus

State/Province

Ohio

Postal Code

43215

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

The Columbus Dispatch

Email

(b)(6) ^dispatch.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ dispatch.com>

Request
Request ID

224981

Confirmation ID

224456

Request description

I am requesting a copy of correspondence between the Columbus Zoological Park Association 
(Employee Identification Number 31-4390844) and the IRS, between Jan. 1 1986, and Dec 31,1986, 
regarding a determination of eligibility to participate in a public pension and/or retirement system, 
including but not limited to the Public Employees Retirement System in Ohio.

Supporting documentation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/07/2021 10:35AM (GMT-05:00>
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Fees
Request category ID 

media 

Fee waiver

yes

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

224981

224456

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/07/2021 10:35AM (GMT-05:00)
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Columbus

United States

62 East Broad Street

Ohio

43215

The Columbus Dispatch

J !^O ^d isp a tch .co m < m a ilto L j^J^d isp a tcL

no

yes

(b)(6)

media

I am requesting a copy of correspondence between the Columbus Zoological Park Association 
(Employee Identification Number 31-4390844) and the IRS, between Jan. 1 1986, and Dec 31,1986, 
regarding a determination of eligibility to participate in a public pension and/or retirement system, 
including but not limited to the Public Employees Retirement System in Ohio.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/07/2021 10:35AM (GMT-05:00>
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FOIA Request 224981

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 07, 2021 10:00:02am ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organizatiou
Email

(b)(6)

62 East Broad Street
Columbus
Ohio
43215
United States

(b)(6)

Ilie Columbus Dispatch 
(b)(6) ^dispatch, com

Request

Request ID 224981
Confirmation ID 224456

Request 
description

I am requesting a copy of correspondence between the Columbus Zoological Park 
Association (Employee Identification Number 31-4390844) and the IRS. between 
Jan. 1 1986, and Dec 31, 1986, regarding a determination of eligibility to 
participate in a public pension and'or retirement system, including but not limited 
to the Public Employees Retirement System in Ohio.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

media
yes

no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/07/2021 10:35AM (GMT-05:00>
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-14952

Sensitive Case Criteria:

IH Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
May 4, 2021

Due Date:
June 2, 2021

Case Summary:
Request for code base which runs the Individual Master Files (IMF) database. GAO reporting 
indicates the code is assembly/COBOL and is contained on an IBM mainframe. Requester 
has stated that the documents will be made available to the general public.

Action Plan:
Prepare search memo to be emailed to Information Technology contact, Tommy Simoneau, for 
responsive documents.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
May 6, 2021



P O II\

MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 111389 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

000000303 1 SP 0.510 **♦♦*♦*******♦*♦*>0IhlPl C DlPf'C 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
FOIA OFFICE 
AO BOX 621506 
ATLANTA, GA 30362-3006

REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Service

MAY 0 4 2021
© W M teed  Processing Unit

Manta. GA

April 22, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

the code base which runs the Individual Master File database (IMF). GAO reporting indicates that this code 
is assembly/COBOL and is contained on an IBM mainfraime. GAO also notes that this system is among the 
oldest operated by the US government. Please include only the code itself, and not the personally 
identifiable information contained in the database itself.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

, Sincerely,.

(b)(6)

90
81
66
-0
00
30
3

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https://www.muckrock.com/respond/1074477/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
YPAKKPYA

I

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred): 111389-66936152@requests.muckrock.com

Page I o f 2



MuckRock News
DEPT MR 111389 .
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

( b ) ( 6 ) §)requests:mucWock<com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 111389
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 o f 2



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-15357

Sensitive Case Criteria:

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
May 6, 2021

Due Date:
June 8, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester is seeking the 2020 Montana Compliance Initiative Projects (CIPs) created by the 
IRS for the State licensed cannabis industry.

Action Plan:
Prepare and submit a search memo to SBSE contact Benjamin Swartz where the projects are 
assigned. Contact GL for Montana, Barbara Van Mondfrans, CID contact, Connie Webb, and 
SBSE contact, Benajmin Swartz to advise of the recent upticks in requests for CIPs and ask if 
there has been a recent news release or other activity which would prompt the increase in the 
number of FOIA requests.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
May 11,2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 5

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: May 07, 2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 7:50 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted May 06, 2021 07:50:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/07/2021 5:05AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Request
Request ID

216571

Confirmation ID

216046

Request description

I'm requesting the 2020 Montana Compliance Initiative Projects (CIPs) created by the IRS for the State 
licensed cannabis industry. Thank you, Tressa

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

other

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

The information is a requested document (CIP for the cannabis industry) that will benefit the public
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/07/2021 5:05AM (GMT-05:00)
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interest as it will contribute significantly to the public understanding of how the IRS is approaching tax 
compliance for State-licensed cannabis companies.

Willing to pay

2

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

addressjinel

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

expedited_processing

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

namejast

request_category

request_description

216571

216046

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/07/2021 5:05AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

no

2

yes

The information is a requested document (Cl P for the cannabis industry) that will benefit the public 
interest as it will contribute significantly to the public understanding of how the IRS is approaching tax 
compliance for State-licensed cannabis companies.

(b)(6)

other

I'm requesting the 2020 Montana Compliance Initiative Projects (CIPs) created by the IRS for the State 
licensed cannabis industry. Thank you, Tressa

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/07/2021 5:05AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 216571

The following list contains the entire submission submitted May 06. 2021 07:50:02pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country

(b)(6)

United States

Request

Request ID
Confirmation ID

216571
216046

I'm requesting the 2020 Montana Compliance Initiative Projects (CIPs)
Request description created by the IRS for the State licensed cannabis industry. Thank you. 

Tressa

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category
ID other

Fee waiver yes
Hie information is a requested document (CIP for the cannabis industry') that will

Explanation
benefit the public interest as it will contribute significantly to the public 
understanding of how the IRS is approaching tax compliance for State-licensed 
cannabis companies.

Willing to pay 2

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/07/2021 5:05AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6) S portico

Case number:
2021-15519

Sensitive Case Criteria:

IH Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
May 11,2021

Due Date:
June 9, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester is seeking copies of any written communications between the IRS and the nonprofit 
organization, USA Track & Field, Inc., since January 1, 2020.

Action Plan:
Contact to be made with the requester to clarify the nature of the documents requested.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
May 12, 2021
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SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: May 11,2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF____________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

F ro m : Griffin John H___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2021 11:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted May 10, 2021 11:00:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/11/2021 7:02AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6) ~

Company/Organization

Sportico

Email

(b)(6) ^ sportic.com<mailto (b)(6) gsportic.com>

Request
Request ID

217446

Confirmation ID

216921

Request description

Copies of any written communications between the IRS and the nonprofit organization, USA Track & 
Field, Inc. (EIN 35-1475847), since Jan 1.2020.

Supporting documentation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/11/2021 7:02AM (GMT-05:00)
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Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a member of the news media making this request in the course of news gathering on a subject of 
public interest.

Willing to pay

$200

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

I am a member of the news media making this request in the course of news gathering on a subject of 
public interest.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

exped ited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/11/2021 7:02AM (GMT-05:00)
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fee_waiver 

fee_waiver_explanation 

name_first

namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

217446

216921

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

Sportico

(b)(6) |̂ sportic.com<mailto| M 6) ^ sportic.com>

yes

I am a member of the news media making this request in the course of news gathering on a subject of 
public interest.

$200

yes

I am a member of the news media making this request in the course of news gathering on a subject of 
public interest.

(b)(6)

media

Copies of any written communications between the IRS and the nonprofit organization, USA Track & 
Field, Inc. (EIN 35-1475847), since Jan 1.2020.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/11/2021 7:02AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 217446

The following list contains the entire submission submitted May 10. 2021 11:00:02pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

Request

Request ID
Confirmation ID

Request description

217446
216921
Copies of any written communications between the IRS and the nonprofit 
organization. USA Track & Field. Ine. (EIN 35-1475847), since Jan 1. 2020.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver

Explanation

Willing to pay

media
yes
I am a member of the news media making this request in the course of news 
gathering on a subject of public interest.
$200

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/11/2021 7:02AM (GMT-05:00)
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Explanation
I am a member of the news media mak ing this request in the course ofnews 
gathering on a subject ol’public interest.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/11/2021 7:02AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-15614

Sensitive Case Criteria:

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
May 12, 2021

Due Date:
June 10, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester is seeking the 2020 Missouri Compliance Initiative Projects (CIPs) created by the 
IRS for the state-licensed cannabis industry.

Action Plan:
Prepare search memo to be emailed to SBSE Senior Commissioner Advisor, Benjamin Swartz, 
to search for responsive documents. Email received from Benjamin Swartz regarding the 
uptick in these requests and he advised that there were recent news releases.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
May 12, 2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 5

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: May 12, 2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF____________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

F ro m : Griffin John H___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 11,2021 11:20 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted May 11,2021 11:20:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/12/2021 6:51AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Email

(b)(6) ggmail.com<mailt< (b)(6) @gmail.com>

Request
Request ID

217716

Confirmation ID

217191

Request description

I'm requesting the 2020 Missouri Compliance Initiative Projects (CIPs) created by the IRS for the State 
licensed cannabis industry. Thank you,| (b)(6) |

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

other
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/12/2021 6:51AM (GMT-04:00)
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Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

The information in requested documents (ClP for cannabis industry) will benefit the public interest as it 
will contribute significantly to the public understanding of how the IRS is approaching tax compliance for 
State licensed cannabis companies.

Willing to pay

1

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/12/2021 6:51AM (GMT-04:00)
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request_description

217716

217191

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

ggmail.corn<mailto:talya.donnielle@gmail.com>

no

1

yes

The information in requested documents (ClP for cannabis industry) will benefit the public interest as it 
will contribute significantly to the public understanding of how the IRS is approaching tax compliance for 
State licensed cannabis companies.

(b)(6)

other

I'm requesting the 2020 Missouri Compliance Initiative Projects (CIPs) created by the IRS for the State 
licensed cannabis industry. Thank you, | (b)(6) |

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/12/2021 6:51AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 217716

The following list contains the entire submission submitted May 11, 2021 11:20:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Email

Request

Request ID
Confirmation ID

Request description

217716
217191
I'm requesting the 2020 Missouri Compliance Initiative Projects (CIPs) 
created by the IRS for the State licensed cannabis industry. Ihank you,| (b)(ej 

(b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ,
ID ' ° , h e r

Fee waiver yes
The information in requested documents (CIP for cannabis industry) will benefit 

Explanation the public interest as it will contribute significantly to the public understanding of 
how the IRS is approaching tax compliance for State licensed cannabis companies.

Willing to pay 1

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 05/12/2021 6:51AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) Motherboard (VICE) 2021-16200

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester; filed via 
MuckRock News

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
May 19, 2021

Due Date:
June 17, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following IRS records.

1. Copies of Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs), Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs), 
and Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) between the IRS and Grayshift.

2. Copies of Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs), Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs), 
and Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) between the IRS and Magnet Forensics.

Action Plan:
The request is imperfect because it is unclear where to search and whether the requested 
agreements are releasable to the requester under the FOIA, in the event any such MOUs, 
MOAs, or NDAs exist.

The FOIA requester will be contacted to provide a subject matter, time period, and IRS office 
locations to be searched. If the requester seeks a copy of a government contract, an IRS 
contract number must be provided.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
May 28, 2021



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 112042
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE. MA 02144-2516

’AUTO’ -ALL FOR AADC 303
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FOIA OFFICE
PO BOX 621506
ATLANTA GA 30362-3005

W nillii'll... .

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Service

MAY 19 2021

Centralized Processing Unit 
Atlanta. GA

May 11, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- Copies of Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs), Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs), and 
Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) between your agency and Grayshift.
- Copies of Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs), Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs), and 
Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) between your agency and Magnet Forensics.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

0101600015426

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https://www. muckrock, com/respond/1080267/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
KRJAVHRY

Page I o f 2



MuckRock News
DEPT MR 112042
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
| (b)(6) |(girequests. muckrock, com

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred):| (b)(6) ^ requests,muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 112042
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 of 2
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pursuant to exemption

i:26 U.S.C. §6103

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(3) 26 u.s c_§ 6103 Americans for Public Trust

Case number:
2021-17826

Sensitive Case Criteria: geeks IRS records that contain 
messages to or from a news media

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention organization
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 11,2021

Due Date:
July 12, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following IRS records.

Emails, communications, correspondence and/or Outlook calendar invites maintained by the 
Internal Revenue Service which include messages sent to and/or received from the domain 
propublica.org.

Action Plan:
The request does not meet the requirements of FOIA and cannot be processed.

The requester will be asked to provide a subject matter, IRS locations to be searched, and time 
frame.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
June 15, 2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 11,2021___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2021 2:20 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 10, 2021 02:20:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

107 South West Street

Suite 442

City

Alexandria

State/Province

VA

Postal Code

22314

Country

United States

Phone

(202) 656-5175

Company/Organization

Americans for Public Trust

Email

(b)(6) @americansforpublictrust.org<mailtd (b)(6) |@americansforpublictrust.org>

Request
Request ID

226381

Confirmation ID

225856

Request description

Please see the attached request.

Supporting documentation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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Additional Information

IRS FOIA 06-10-21(2) .pdf

Fees
Request category ID 

other

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay

25

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province 

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

attachments_supporting_docu mentation

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

name_first
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

226381

225856

Alexandria

United States

107 South West Street

Suite 442

VA

22314

IRS FOIA 06-10-21(2) .pdf

Americans for Public Trust

(b)(6) gamericansforpublictrust.org<mailtc (b)(6) §>americansforpublictrust.org>

no

25

no

(b)(6)

(202) 656-5175

other

Please see the attached request.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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AMERICANS FOR 

PUBLIC 
TRUST

107 S. West St, Ste 442
Alexandria, VA 22314

AmericansforPublicTrust.org
202.656.5175

June: 10, 2021

Internal Revenue Service
U.S. Department of tire Treasury
H U  Constitution Avenue, NW, Room324f
Washington, DC 20224

Re: Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA'T Request

To Whom It May Concern:

I submit tins request for records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA’1), 5 U.S.C. S 552 and 
26 C.F.R. § 601.702. 1 request that a copy of the records detailed below be provided to me. 1 do not wish to 
inspect the records first.

I seek any and all records as that term is defined under FOIA (5 U.S.C. § 552(T;(2)). and applicable case law 
(see, e.g., 1‘orsbim v. Harris. 455 U.S. 169, 193 (T9 80)), existing in any format whatsoever, including, but not 
limited to, written corrcspondciice, email correspondence, records of telephone correspondence, records 
pertaining to in-person meetings, calendar or scheduling entries, videotapes, photographs, computer print
outs, telephone messages, or voice mail messages regarding particular organizations between January 1, 2020 
to the present.

Tn particular, T request rhe following:

•  Emails, communications, correspondence and/or Outlook calendar invites maintained by the 
Internal Revenue Service winch include messages sent to and/or received from the domain 
propublica.org.

Notice is hereby given that I am requesting these records as an “other requester15 within the meaning ol 5 
U.S.C. S 552 IW('4'AA'!('I I )I1IT>: see also 26 C.F.R. S 601.702T10ViiyE\

X /  • /  X /  ’ '  X - '  X /  • /  X /  X /

Notice is hereby given that I am willing to pay the appropriate fees incurred and assessed for the document 
search and duplication of the agency records responsive to tins request. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (4) (A) fii)(111); see also 
26 C.F.R. § 601.762(f)(3)dv)(C).

Please search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical characteristics. I request that 
responsive records be produced m native format, or the format most felicitous to an expedited production. 
Upon receipt of tins request, please take all reasonable steps to preserve relevant public records while the 
request is pending.

If it is your position that any portion of the requested records is exempt from disclosure, 1 request that you 
provide a Vaughn index of those documents. See Vaughn v. Bassen, 181 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). As you are 
aware, a I- aughn index must describe each document claimed as exempt with sufficient specificity “to permit a 
reasoned judgment as to whether the matcnal is actually exempt under FOIA/5 Bounding Church of Scientology r. 
Bell, 603 F.2d 945, 959 (D.C. Cir. 1979), Moreover, the Vauglni index must “describe each document or

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:33AM (GMT-04:00)
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portion thereof withheld and for each withholding it must discuss tire consequences o f supplying the sought- 
after information.” Kingv. U.S. Dep‘t  o f  Justice, 830 F.2d 210, 223-24 (D.C. Cir. 198").

Tn the event that some portions of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose 
any reasonably segregable, non exempt portions of the requested records. See 5 L'.S.C. § 552;b). Pursuant to 
regulation, please clearly delineate any and all redactions in such a manner so that the justification for each 
redaction is apparent. See 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(c)(9) jv ). If it is your position that a document contains non 
exempt segments and that those non exempt segments are so dispersed throughout the documents as to 
make segregation impossible, please state what portion of the document is non-exempt, and how the material 
is dispersed through the document. Mead Data Cent. p. U.S. Dep’t o f the A ir  Force, 455 F.2d 212 261 (D.C. Cir. 
1977). Claims of non-segregability must be made with the same detail as required for claims of exemptions in 
a Vaughn index. Il a request is denied in whole, please state specifically that it is not reasonable to segregate 
portions ol the record for release.

I f  you have any questions about tins request, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at (202) 656-5175 
or by email at inlo@amcricanslorpublictrust.org. I f  records are available in electronic format please email the 
documents to info@amencansforpublictrust.org. I f  not, please send the requested documents to my attention 
at:

Americans for Public Trust
I(t7 South West Street, Suite 442
Alexandria, VA 22314

Because of tire time sensitive nature of this request, I ask that you strictly comply with the 20 day time limit 
established by FOIA and applicable Internal Revenue Service regulations. See 5 L'.S.C. § ( f lS p A p  26 C.F.R. fj 
601.702(c;(9)(ii). Please be advised that once tins 20 day period has expired, you are deemed to have 
constructively denied tins request, and 1 will consider the internal appeals process to be constructively 
exhausted. See, r.g., Citizens For Ethics A nd Responsibility In Government v. Fed. Election Comm’n, 711 l'.3d 180 
(D.C. Cir. 2013). I also respectfully request that documents be made available as soon as they arc located and 
reviewed via a rolling production. I will undertake to pay any and all reasonable increased costs incurred as 
par t o f a rolling production.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

'ECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06 /11 /2021 8:33AM (GM T-04:00)
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FOIA Request 226381

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 10. 2021 02:20:02pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

107 South West Street
Suite 442
Alexandria
VA
22314
United States
(202) 656-5175
Americans for Public Trust

(b)(6) Samericansforpubl ictrust. org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation ID 
Request description

226381
225856
Please sec the attached request.

Supporting documentation

Additional Information IRS FOIA 06-10-21(2) .pdf

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

other
no
25

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:33AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
_____ (b)<6)_____ Americans for Public Trust

Case number:
2021-17827

Sensitive Case Criteria: geeks certain FOIA/PA requests 
from a news media organization 

□  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention a n d  r e |a te d  c a s e  correspondence
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 11,2021

Due Date:
July 12, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following IRS records from January 1,2020 to the present.

Emails, communications, correspondence and/or Outlook calendar invites maintained by the 
IRS that detail, discuss, and/or describe releases of taxpayer information, through FOIA 
request(s) and/or any other request(s) made by ProPublica. Please include the request itself 
as well as related communications and/or attachments.

This request is perfected (in part) as follows:
Dates: January 1,2020 to the present
Subject Matter: FOIA/PA request submissions from ProPublica and related case processing 
emails, communications, correspondence, and Outlook calendar invites that detail, discuss, or 
describe "releases of taxpayer information."
IRS locations/systems to be searched: AFOIA/FX

Action Plan:
The request is perfected in part and imperfect in part. A search of AFOIA (search memo to Data Services) 
and FX will be conducted for all ProPublica FOIA/PA request submissions from January 1,2020 to the 
present, along with a review of all records maintained in the related case correspondence folders.

The requester will be advised that our search for responsive records was limited to records maintained in 
our FOIA/PA request case processing systems. If they seek a search of records beyond the records 
maintained in those systems, they will need to re-submit their FOIA request and more particularly describe 
the nature of such "any other request(s)," as well as provide the specific IRS office location(s), employees, 
or record keeping systems to be searched.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
June 16, 2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 11,2021___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2021 2:00 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 10, 2021 02:00:03pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

107 South West Street

Suite 442

City

Alexandria

State/Province

VA

Postal Code

22314

Country

United States

Phone

202-656-5175

Company/Organization

Americans for Public Trust

Email

(b)(6) ^americansforpublictrust.org<mailtd (b)(6) hamericansforpublictrust.org>

Request
Request ID

226376

Confirmation ID

225851

Request description

Please see the attached request.

Supporting documentation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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Additional Information

IRS FOIA 06-10-21 .pdf

Fees
Request category ID 

other

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay

25

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province 

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

attachments_supporting_docu mentation

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

name_first
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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namejast 

phone_number 

request_category 

request_description 

226376

225851

Alexandria

United States

107 South West Street

Suite 442

VA

22314

IRS FOIA 06-10-21.pdf

Americans for Public Trust

( b )(6) |@americansforpublictrust.org<mailto (b)(6) ^ americansforpublictrust.org>

no

25

no

(b)(6)

202-656-5175

other

Please see the attached request.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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AMERICANS FOR 

PUBLIC 
TRUST

107 S. West St, Ste 442
Alexandria, VA 22314

AmericansforPublicTrust.org
202.656.5175

June: 10, 2021

Internal Revenue Service
U.S. Department of tire Treasury
H U  Constitution Avenue, NW, R oom 324f
Washington, DC 20224

Re: Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA'T Request

To Whom It May Concern:

I submit tins request for records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FO IA’1), 5 U.S.C. S 552 and 
26 C.F.R. § 601.702. 1 request that a copy of the records detailed below be provided to me. 1 do not wish to 
inspect the records first.

I seek any and all records as that term is defined under FOIA (5 U.S.C. § 552(T;(2)). and applicable case law 
(see, e.g, 1‘orsbim v. Haires. 455 U.S. 169, 193 (T9 80)), existing in any format whatsoever, including, but not 
Limited to, written corrcspondciice, email correspondence, records of telephone correspondence, records 
pertaining to in-person meetings, calendar or scheduling entries, videotapes, photographs, computer print
outs, telephone messages, or voice mail messages regarding particular organizations between January 1, 2020 
to the present.

Tn particular, T request rhe following:

• Emails, communications, correspondence and/or Outlook calendar invites maintained by the 
Internal Revenue Service that detail, discuss, and/or describe releases of taxpayer information, 
through Freedom of Information Act request/s) and/or any other request Is) made bv ProPublica. 
Please include the request itself as well as related communications and/or attacliments.

Notice is hereby given that I am requesting these records as an “other requester15 within the meaning of 5 
U.S.C. K 552(a) 14);A)(ii)(III); see also 26 C.F.R. K 601.702(f)(3)(n)(E).

Notice is hereby given that I am willing to pay the appropriate fees incurred and assessed for tire document 
search and duplication of rhe agency records responsive to this request. 5 U.S.C. § 552fa)J4)(A)(ii)(dTT); see also 
26 C.F.R. § 6(H .762(f)(3)('iv)(C).

Please search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical characteristics. T request that 
responsive records be produced in native format, or the format most felicitous to an expedited production. 
Upon receipt of tins request, please take all reasonable steps to preserve relevant public records while the 
request is pending.

I f  it is your position that any portion of the requested records is exempt from disclosure. I request that you 
provide a Vaughn index of those documents. See Vaughn c. Rzrww, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). As you are 
aware, a Vaughn index must des cube each document claimed as exempt with sufficient specificity Mo permit a 
reasoned judgment as to whether the matenal is actually exempt under FOIA.’5 Bounding Church o f Scientology r. 
Belk 603 F.2d 945, 959 (D.C. Cir. 1979). Moreover, the Vaughn index must “describe each document or

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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portion thereof withheld and for each withholding it must discuss tire consequences o f supplying the sought- 
after information.” Kingv. U.S. Dep‘t  o f  Justice, 830 F.2d 210, 223-24 (D.C. Cir. 198").

Tn the event that some portions of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose 
any reasonably segregable, non exempt portions of the requested records. See 5 L'.S.C. § 552;b). Pursuant to 
regulation, please clearly delineate any and all redactions in such a manner so that the justification for each 
redaction is apparent. See 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(c)(9) jv ). If it is your position that a document contains non 
exempt segments and that those non exempt segments are so dispersed throughout the documents as to 
make segregation impossible, please state what portion of the document is non-exempt, and how the material 
is dispersed through the document. Mead Data Cent. v. U.S. Dep’t o f the A ir  Force, 455 F.2d 212 261 (D.C. Cir. 
1977). Claims of non-segregability must be made with the same detail as required for claims of exemptions in 
a Vaughn index. Il a request is denied in whole, please state specifically that it is not reasonable to segregate 
portions ol the record for release.

I f  you have any questions about tins request, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at (202) 656-5175 
or by email at inlo@amcncanslorpublictrusl.org. I f  records are available in electronic format please email the 
documents to info@amencansforpublictrust.org. I f  not, please send the requested documents to my attention 
at:

Americans for Public Trust
107 South West Street, Suite 442 
Alexandria, VA 22314

Because of the time sensitive nature of this request, I ask that you strictly comply with the 20 day time limit 
established by FOIA and applicable Internal Revenue Service regulations. See 5 L'.S.C. § (a)(6);A); 26 C.F.R. fj 
601.702(c;(9)(ii). Please be advised that once tins 20 day period has expired, you are deemed to have 
constructively denied tins request, and I will consider tire internal appeals process to be constructively 
exhausted. See, e.g., Citizens For Ethics A nd Responsibility In Government v. Fed. Election Commit, 711 l'.3d 180 
(D.C. Cir. 2013). I also respectfully request that documents be made available as soon as they arc located and 
reviewed via a rolling production. I will undertake to pay any and all reasonable increased costs incurred as 
part o f a rolling production.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

'ECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06 /11 /2021 8:02AM (GM T-0h:00)
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FOIA Request 226376

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 10. 2021 02:00:03pm ET. and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

107 South West Street
Suite 442
Alexandria
VA
22314
United States
202-656-5175
Americans for Public Trust

(b)(6) aamericansforpublictrust.org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation ID 
Request description

226376
225851
Please sec the attached request.

Supporting documentation

Additional Information IRS FOIA06-10-21.pdf

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

other
no
25

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/11/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
Jennifer Smola

Case number:
2021-18619

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member o f the |\je w  Media :The
Columbus Dispatch

B] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 23, 2021

Due Date:
July 23, 2021

Case Summary: ____________
Requester seeks a copy of a letter sent to the IRS from| <b)<6) on behalf of the
Columbus Zoological Park Association (Employee Identification Number 31-4390844), dated 
April 17, 1986 and a copy of a letter sent from the IRS to|_______ <b)<6)_______ |at the Ohio
Public Employees Retirement System, dated Jan. 18, 1984.

Action Plan:
Contacted FFC of TEGE/the Business Unit to seek their input on the request - a modified form 

of 2021-17458 that requester previously withdrew.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
June 28, 2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 23, 2021___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 11:20 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 23, 2021 11:20:03am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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Jennifer

Last name

Smola

Mailing Address

62 East Broad Street

City

Columbus

State/Province

OH

Postal Code

43215

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

The Columbus Dispatch

Email

( b )( 6) ^gmail.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ gmail.com>

Request
Request ID

229696

Confirmation ID

229171

Request description

I sent a previous request to the IRS earlier this month (June 2021) and was contacted by a representative 
who told me my request was too broad and they needed more information. I would like to cancel my 
previous request and submit the following request which I hope provides more detail: I am requesting: -A 
copy of a letter sent to the IRS from| <b)<6) |, on behalf of the Columbus Zoological Park
Association (Employee Identification Number 31-4390844), dated April 17,1986 and -A copy of a letter 
sent from the IRS to| <b)<6) ~ |at the Ohio Public Employees Retirement System, dated Jan. 
18,1984. Thank you.
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

This information is of public importance and will likely contribute significantly to the public understanding 
of the operations of the Columbus Zoo, and IRS tax-exempt organization that receives public money.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast
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phone_number

request_category

request_description

229696

229171

Columbus

United States

62 East Broad Street

OH

43215

The Columbus Dispatch

(b)(6) g gmail.com<mailto (b)(6) ggmail.com>

yes

yes

This information is of public importance and will likely contribute significantly to the public understanding 
of the operations of the Columbus Zoo, and IRS tax-exempt organization that receives public money.

Jennifer

Smola

(b)(6)

media

I sent a previous request to the IRS earlier this month (June 2021) and was contacted by a representative 
who told me my request was too broad and they needed more information. I would like to cancel my 
previous request and submit the following request, which I hope provides more detail: I am requesting: -A 
copy of a letter sent to the IRS from Michael Mess, on behalf of the Columbus Zoological Park 
Association (Employee Identification Number 31-4390844), dated April 17,1986 and -A copy of a letter 
sent from the IRS to Richard Schumacher at the Ohio Public Employees Retirement System, dated Jan. 
18,1984. Thank you.
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FOIA Request 229696

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 23, 2021 11:20:03am ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipaiiy/Organization
Email

Jennifer
Smola
62 East Broad Street
Columbus
OH
43215
United States

(b)(6)

'Hie Columbus Dispatch
(b)(6) ^gmail.eom

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
II)

229696

229171

I sent a previous request to the IRS earlier this month (June 2021) and was contacted 
by a representative who told me my request was too broad and they needed more 
information. I would like to cancel my previous request and submit the following 

Request request, which I hope provides more detail: I am requesting: -A copy of a letter sent 
description to the IRS from| (b)(6) o n  behalf of the Columbus Zoological Park

Association (Employee Identification Number 31-4390844), dated April 17,1986 
and -A copy of a letter sent from the IRS to | (b)(6) |at the Ohio Public 
Employees Retirement System, dated Jan. 18, 1984. Thank you.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ,•
ID media

Fee waiver yes
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Explanation
This information is of public importance and will likely contribute significantlyto 
Ihc public understanding of the operations of the Columbus Zoo. and IRS tax- 
exempt organization that receives public money.

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06 /23 /2021 12:11PM (GM T-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
| (b)(6) |

Case number:
2021-18818

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member of the New Media Post 
and Courier of Charles, SC.

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 27, 2021

Due Date:
July 27, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks 'any documents related to open or resolved IRS investigations into the public 
agency: Allendale County, South Carolina, over the past 10 years.'

Action Plan:
Request seeking information that may be protected under IRC 6103 - Exempt Organization 

Return Information not covered under IRC 6104. Will confirm and close case.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
June 28, 2021
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: June 28, 2021___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2021 5:30 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 27, 2021 05:30:03pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

134 Columbus St.

City

Charleston

State/Province

SC

Postal Code

29403

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

The Post and Courier

Email

(b)(6) ^postandcourier.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ postandcourier.com>

Request
Request ID

230986

Confirmation ID

230461

Request description

I would like request any documents related to open or resolved IRS investigations into the public agency: 
Allendale County, South Carolina, over the past 10 years. Please include any documentation related to 
both closed and open investigations.

Supporting documentation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 7:03AM (GMT-05:00)
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Fees
Request category ID 

media

Fee waiver 

no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

yes

Explanation

This is related to a quickly developing story about the poor fiscal management of Allendale County.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 7:03AM (GMT-05:00)
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230986

230461

Charleston

United States

134 Columbus St.

SC

29403

The Post and Courier

(w e) gpostandcourier.com<mailto (bX6) gpostandcourier.com>

yes

This is related to a quickly developing story about the poor fiscal management of Allendale County.

no

(b)(6)

media

I would like request any documents related to open or resolved IRS investigations into the public agency: 
Allendale County, South Carolina, over the past 10 years. Please include any documentation related to 
both closed and open investigations.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 7:03AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 230986

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 27, 2021 05:30:03pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

134 Columbus St.
Charleston
SC
29403
United States

(b)(6)

Ihe Post and Courier
(b)(6) apostandcourier.com

Request

Request ID
Confirmation ID

Request 
description

230986
230461
I would like request any documents related to open or resolved IRS 
investigations into the public agency: Allendale County, South Carolina, over the 
past 10 years. Please include any documentation related to both closed and open 
investigations.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category II)
Fee waiver

media
no

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

Explanation

yes
This is related to a quickly developing story about the poor fiscal 
management of Allendale County.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 7:03AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
__________ (b)(6)__________ 2021-18846

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member o f the |\je w  Media :The 
ProPublica/Texas Tribune

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 28, 2021

Due Date:
July 27, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks:
r1. All complaints and/or referrals that allege noncompliance regarding prohibited political 
activity by 501 (c)3 religious organizations since 2012.
2. All denial letters of tax-exempt status, including the reason for denial, to religious 
organizations and churches since 2012.
3. Records that include the findings of any investigation into violations by religious 
organizations of the prohibition against political activity since 2012.
4. Records, including complaints, referrals and/or findings, regarding the 2020 complaint made 
by Hugh Coleman against Ryan Williams and Matt Armstrong of Denton County, Texas 
related to the Denton County Christian Coalition organization.
5. Records and communications that detail the termination, ending and/or dissolution of the 
Political Action Compliance Initiative.

Action Plan:
Request is overly broad and seeks information that if exists is protected under IRC 6103.
Discussed request with request - agrees to modify request to seek statistical information that 
may be available.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
June 30, 2021
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Date: June 28, 2021___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 1:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 28, 2021 01:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 12:ROPM (GMT-05:00)



06/28/2021 1:36:52 PM -0400 IRS PAGE 2 OF 8

(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

919 Congress Avenue

Sixth Floor

City

Austin

State/Province

Texas

Postal Code

78701

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica/Texas Tribune

Email

(b)(6) fepropublica.org<mailto| (b)(6) |@propublica.org>

Request 
Request ID

231351

Confirmation ID

230826

Request description

-A ll complaints and/or referrals that allege concompliance regarding prohibited political activity by
501 (c)3 religious organizations since 2012. -A ll denial letters of tax exempt status, including the reason 
for denial, to religious organizations and churches since 2012. -Records that include the findings of any 
investigation into violations by religious organizations of the prohibition against political activity since

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 12:40PM (GMT-05:00>
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2012. -Records, including complaints, referrals and/or findings, regarding the 2020 complaint made by 
Hugh Coleman against Ryan Williams and Matt Armstrong of Denton County, Texas related to the 
Denton County Christian Coalition organization. -Records and communications that detail the 
termination, ending and/or dissolution of the Political Action Compliance Initiative. If my request is denied 
in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the Act. I will 
also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I also request that all 
material be released as it becomes available rather than waiting for the entire production to be released.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

As a representative of the news media I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the 
first 100 pages. This information is being sought on behalf of ProPublica, an independent, non-profit 
news organization, for dissemination to the general public. Please waive any applicable fees. Release of 
the information is in the public interest because it will contribute significantly to public understanding of 
government operations and activities. As a non-profit journalistic entity, ProPublica does not have the 
same commercial interests of other news organizations. ProPublica is a non-profit, investigative 
newsroom primarily engaged in disseminating information in the public interest. Since we began 
publishing in 2008, ProPublica has received six Pulitzer Prizes, eight George Polk Awards, and four 
Peabody Awards, among other recognitions of journalistic excellence. We publish content daily on our 
website, propublica.org.

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing 
is allowed for requests that show a a€oecom pel ling need.a€ As the Act states, you have 10 days to 
decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited processing under the 
a€cecompelling needa€ provision is as follows: The issue of religious tax exemptions has received 
intense interest among the public in recent months as demonstrated by the widespread press coverage 
of the IRS' determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June 
(https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-tax-exempt-status-160500810.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=a 
HR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAI-vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvl_yb5IDE 
kodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPnoK8nWpUgZAYb_spYPXSIWQvfg 
ZclmLX7PelL3OyPEX0_V-62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is 
still little public understanding about why and when IRS officials make such decisions. In regards to the 
now-defunct Political Action Compliance Initiative, there has been no reporting that we have found that 
explains the ending of this program or what initiative has specifically taken its place. The information 
requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are believed to be a 
growing number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be
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engaging in political activity. For example, during recent school district and municipal elections in the 
Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty 
(https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/politics/2021/05/04/are-north-texas-churches-end 
orsing-political-candidates--) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates by 
numerous pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information 
that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by the IRS. The requested materials do 
exactly that. We would primarily engage in the dissemination of information (i.e., reviewing and reporting 
on these records and sharing our findings with the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public 
concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity,a€ as the compelling need provision requires.
I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. I look forward to your reply, as the statute requires.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

exped it ed_processing_explanation

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

231351

230826
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 12:40PM (GMT-05:00)
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Austin

United States

919 Congress Avenue

Sixth Floor

Texas

78701

ProPublica/Texas Tribune

(b)(6) gpropublica.org<mailto ( b ) ( 6 ) EJpropublica.org>

yes

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing 
is allowed for requests that show a a€oecompelling need.a€ As the Act states, you have 10 days to 
decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited processing under the 
a€cecompelling needa€ provision is as follows: The issue of religious tax exemptions has received 
intense interest among the public in recent months as demonstrated by the widespread press coverage 
of the IRS' determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June 
(https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-tax-exempt-status-160500810.html?guccounter=18guce_referrer=a 
HR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xll_mNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAI-vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvl_yb5IDE 
kodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPnoK8nWpUgZAYb_spYPXSIWQvfg 
Zclml_X7PelL30yPEXO_V-62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36il_SJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is 
still little public understanding about why and when IRS officials make such decisions. In regards to the 
now-defunct Political Action Compliance Initiative, there has been no reporting that we have found that 
explains the ending of this program or what initiative has specifically taken its place. The information 
requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are believed to be a 
growing number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be 
engaging in political activity. For example, during recent school district and municipal elections in the 
Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty 
(https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/politics/2021/05/04/are-north-texas-churches-end 
orsing-political-candidates-) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates by 
numerous pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information 
that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by the IRS. The requested materials do 
exactly that. We would primarily engage in the dissemination of information (i.e., reviewing and reporting 
on these records and sharing our findings with the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public 
concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity,a€ as the compelling need provision requires.
I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. I look forward to your reply, as the statute requires.

yes

As a representative of the news media I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the 
first 100 pages. This information is being sought on behalf of ProPublica, an independent, non-profit 
news organization, for dissemination to the general public. Please waive any applicable fees. Release of 
the information is in the public interest because it will contribute significantly to public understanding of 
government operations and activities. As a non-profit journalistic entity, ProPublica does not have the 
same commercial interests of other news organizations. ProPublica is a non-profit, investigative 
newsroom primarily engaged in disseminating information in the public interest. Since we began 
publishing in 2008, ProPublica has received six Pulitzer Prizes, eight George Polk Awards, and four 
Peabody Awards, among other recognitions of journalistic excellence. We publish content daily on our
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website, propublica.org.

(b)(6)

media

-A ll complaints and/or referrals that allege concompliance regarding prohibited political activity by 
501 (c)3 religious organizations since 2012. -A ll denial letters of tax exempt status, including the reason 
for denial, to religious organizations and churches since 2012. -Records that include the findings of any 
investigation into violations by religious organizations of the prohibition against political activity since 
2012. -Records, including complaints, referrals and/or findings, regarding the 2020 complaint made by 
Hugh Coleman against Ryan Williams and Matt Armstrong of Denton County, Texas related to the 
Denton County Christian Coalition organization. -Records and communications that detail the 
termination, ending and/or dissolution of the Political Action Compliance Initiative. If my request is denied 
in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the Act. I will 
also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I also request that all 
material be released as it becomes available rather than waiting for the entire production to be released.
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FOIA Request 231351

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 28, 2021 01:10:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

919 Congress Avenue 
Sixth Floor
Austin
Texas
78701
United States

(b)(6)

ProPubliea-Texas Tribune
(b)(6) y:pr opublica.org

Request

Request ID 231351
Confirmation
ID 230826

-A ll complaints and/or referrals that allege concompliance regarding prohibited 
political activity by 501(c)3 religious organizations since 2012. -A ll denial letters of 
tax exempt status, including the reason for denial, to religious organizations and 
churches since 2012. —Records that include the findings of any investigation into 
violations by religious organizations of the prohibition against political activity since 
2012. -Records, including complaints, referrals and/or findings, regarding the 2020 

Request complaint made by Hugh Coleman against Ryan Williams and Matt Armstrong of 
description Denton County, Texas related to the Denton County Christian Coalition organization.

-Records and communications that detail the termination, ending and'or dissolution 
of the Political Action Compliance Initiative. If my request is denied in whole or part, 
I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the Act. I 
will also expect you to release all segregable portions o f otherwise exempt material. I 
also request that all material be released as it becomes available rather than waiting 
for the entire production to be released.

Supporting documentation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 12:40PM (GMT-05:00>
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Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee w aiver

media

yes
As a representative of the news media I am only required to pay for the direct cost of 
duplication after the first 100 pages. This information is being sought on behalf of 
ProPublica, an independent, non-profit news organization, for dissemination to the 
general public. Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the infonnation is in the 
public interest because it will contribute significantly to public understanding of

Explanation
government operations and activities. As a non-profit journalistic entity. ProPublica 
does not have the same commercial interests of other new s organizations. ProPublica 
is a non-profit, investigative newsroom primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in the public interest. Since we began publishing in 2008, ProPublica has 
received six Pulitzer Prizes, eight George Polk Awards, and four Peabody Awards, 
among other recognitions of journalistic excellence. We publish content daily on our 
w?ebsite, propublica.org.

Expedited
Processing

Expedited processing

yes

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing i 
Act states, you have 10 days to decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited j 
'Ihc issue o f religious tax exemptions has received intense interest among the public in recent months as di 
determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June (https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-ta. 
160500810.html?guccounter=l&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer 
vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvI_yb51DEkodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu51ISSppLPi 
62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is still little public understan 
regards to the now-defunct Political Action Compliance Initiative, there has been no reporting that we hav 

Explanation initiative has specifically taken its place. The information requested would shed badly needed light on hov 
number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be engaging in pol 
municipal elections in the Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty (http 
paso/politics/2021''05/04.'are-north-texas-churches-endorsing-political-candidates-) following the apparen 
pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information that helps th 
requested materials do exactly that. We would primarily engage in the dissemination of information (i.c., r 
findings with the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Fedei 
requires. I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to t 
reply, as the statute requires.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/28/2021 12:40PM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) The Washington Post 2021-19057

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
June 30, 2021

Due Date:
July 29, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following IRS records from January 1,2021 up to and including 
June 15, 2021.

1) copies of all emails exchanged between IRS officials and the company Intuit regarding 
the IRS "non-filer sign up tool" 
( ) 
for the Child Tax Credit; and
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/child-tax-credit-non-filer-sign-up-tool

2) copies of any and all contracts signed by the IRS and Intuit with regard to the non-filer 
sign up tool for the Child Tax Credit.

Action Plan:
The request is imperfect and cannot be processed.

An interim (35-day) letter will be sent, asking the FOIA requester to provide the IRS office 
locations to be searched (item 1) and an IRS contract number (item 2).

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
July 6, 2021
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Cover Sheet
Date: June 30, 2021___________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 6:50 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 29, 2021 06:50:10pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/30/2021 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

The Washington Post

Email

(b)(6) ^gmail.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ gmail.com>

Request
Request ID

232026

Confirmation ID

231501

Request description

To the IRS, Please provide copies of all emails exchanged between IRS officials and the company Intuit 
in regard to the IRS "non-filer sign up tool" for the Child Tax Credit. That portal is described here: 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-two-new-online-tools-to-help-families-manage-child-tax-cre 
dit-payments. Records requested date from January 1,2021 up to and including June 15, 2021. Please

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06 /30 /2021 7:48AM (G M T-04:00)



06/30/2021 7:46:48 AM -0400 IRS PAGE 3 OF 7

also provide a copy of any and all contracts signed by the IRS and Intuit with regard to the non-filer portal 
tool for the Child Tax Credit, Records requested date from January 1,2021 up to and including June 15, 
2021. Please expedite my request as it is in the public interest.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

Please waive this fee as my request is in the public interest.

Willing to pay

500

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

The Child Tax Credit is about to go out to tens of millions of families and it is in the best interest of the 
American public to know the details of the contract signed by the IRS for its execution, as well as how 
that contract was reached.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/30/2021 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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company_organization

email

expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request-description

232026

231501

(b)(6)

The Washington Post

(b)(6) ^gmail.com<mailto (b)(6) @gmail.com>

yes

The Child Tax Credit is about to go out to tens of millions of families and it is in the best interest of the 
American public to know the details of the contract signed by the IRS for its execution, as well as how 
that contract was reached.

500

yes

Please waive this fee as my request is in the public interest.

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/30/2021 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

media

To the IRS, Please provide copies of all emails exchanged between IRS officials and the company Intuit 
in regard to the IRS "non-filer sign up tool" for the Child Tax Credit. That portal is described here: 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-two-new-online-tools-to-help-families-manage-child-tax-cre 
dit-payments. Records requested date from January 1,2021 up to and including June 15, 2021. Please 
also provide a copy of any and all contracts signed by the IRS and Intuit with regard to the non-filer portal 
tool for the Child Tax Credit. Records requested date from January 1,2021 up to and including June 15, 
2021. Please expedite my request as it is in the public interest.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/30/2021 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 232026

The following list contains the entire submission submitted June 29, 2021 06:50:10pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

United States
(b)(6) ~

The Washington Post
(b)(6) zJgmail.com

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

232026

231501

To the IRS, Please provide copies of all emails exchanged between IRS officials and 
the company Intuit in regard to the IRS "non-filer sign up tool" for the Child ’fax 
Credit. Ihat portal is described here: https://www.irs.gov'newsroorn/irs-announces-

Request 
description

two-new-online-tools-to-help-families-manage-chi Id-tax-credit-payments. Records 
requested date from January 1, 2021 up to and including June 15,2021. Please also 
provide a copy of any and all contracts signed by the IRS and Intuit with regard to 
the non-filer portal tool for the Child Tax Credit. Records requested date from 
January 1, 2021 up 1o and including June 15, 2021. Please expedite my request as i1 
is in the public interest.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media
Fee waiver yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/30/2021 7:48AM (GMT-04:00)
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Explanation
Willing to pay

Please waive this fee as my request is in the public interest. 
500

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing

Ihe Child fax Credit is about to go out to tens of millions o f families and it is in
Explanation the best interest of the American public to know the details of the contract signed 

by the IRS for its execution, as well as how that contract was reached.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 06/30/2021 7:08AM (GMT-0h:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-19365

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member o f the |\je w  Media :USA 
TODAY

B] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 06, 2021

Due Date:
August 03, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks all emails sent by accounts used by Commissioner Charles Rettig 
referencing the terms: "backlog"; "Erin Collins"; and/or "National Taxpayer Advocate" from 
June 1,2021 to July 1,2021.

Action Plan:
Request is overly broad and seeks keywords information - needs detailed subject matter.
Planning to send an interim response to requester - seeking rescoped request that includes a 
subject matter.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
July 07, 2021
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Date: July 06, 2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Friday, July 2, 2021 4:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 02, 2021 04:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/06/2021 6:15AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 371

City

Milwaukee

State/Province

Wl

Postal Code

53201

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

USA TODAY

Email

(b)(6) gusatoday.com<mailto (b)(6) gusatoday.com>

Request
Request ID

233021

Confirmation ID

232496

Request description

I am seeking all emails sent by accounts used by Commissioner Charles Rettig referencing the terms: 
"backlog"; "Erin Collins"; and/or "National Taxpayer Advocate" from June 1,2021 to July 1,2021. In the 
interest of expediting my request, please exclude email forwards of "mass distribution" or "newsletter" 
style emails.

Supporting documentation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/06/2021 6:15AM (GMT-05:00)
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Fees
Request category ID 

media 

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a member of the national news media and this is in the public's interest.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p recessing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/06/2021 6:15AM (GMT-05:00)
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request_description

233021

232496

Milwaukee

United States

P.O. Box 371

Wl

53201

USA TODAY

(b)(6) ^ usatoday.com<mailto|~(b)(6j~^usatoday.com>

no

yes

I am a member of the national news media and this is in the public's interest.

(b)(6)

media

I am seeking all emails sent by accounts used by Commissioner Charles Rettig referencing the terms: 
"backlog"; "Erin Collins"; and/or "National Taxpayer Advocate" from June 1,2021 to July 1,2021. In the 
interest of expediting my request, please exclude email forwards of "mass distribution" or "newsletter" 
style emails.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/06/2021 6:15AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 233021

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 02, 2021 04:10:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

P.O. Box 371
M ilwaukee
WI
53201
United States

(b)(6)

USA TODAY
(b)(6) «usatoday.com

Request

Request ID 233021
Confirmation ID 232496

I am seeking all emails sent by accounts used by Commissioner Charles Rettig

Request 
description

referencing the terms: ’’backlog": "Erin Collins"; and/or "National Taxpayer 
Advocate" from June 1, 2021 to July 1, 2021. In the interest of expediting my 
request, please exclude email forwards of "mass distribution" or "newsletter" style 
emails.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver

media
yes

Explanation I am a member of the national news media and this is in the public's 
interest.

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/06/2021 6:15AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-19826

Sensitive Case Criteria: Me m be r  o f the News Media :
Judicial Watch, Inc.

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 13, 2021

Due Date:
August 10, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks Request for various communication between the Office of the Commissioner and members of 
the New Media: Specifically:
1. Communications between officials employees of the Commissioner’s office, including
Commissioner Charles Rettig, and officials employees of the U.S. Department of Justice, including, Attorney 
General Merrick Garland, about ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens.
2. Communications of officials employees of the Commissioner’s office, including Commissioner Charles Rettig, 
about any investigations concerning ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data of U.S.
3. Communications between officials employees of the Commissioner’s office, including Commissioner Charles 
Rettig, and any member of Congress or Congressional employee about ProPublica’s reporting of private tax 
data of U.S. Citizens.
4. Communications between agents officials employees of the IRS and Jesse Eisinger, Jeff Ernsthausen, Paul 
Kiel, Stephen Engelberg, or Richard Tofel, all of ProPublica about ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data of 
U.S. Citizens.
5. Records of any investigation concerning, regarding, or relating to ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data of 
U.S. Citizens.
6. Records of Commissioner Charles Rettig about ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens.

Action Plan:
Request is overly broad seeking to request a re-scoped request from requester.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
July 16, 2021
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Date: July 13, 2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 10:40 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 12, 2021 10:40:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/13/2021 6:23AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

425 3rd Street SW

Suite 800

City

Washington

State/Province

DC

Postal Code

20024

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Judicial Watch, Inc.

Email

(b)(6) g) judicialwatch.org<mailto| <b)<6) judicialwatch.org>

Request
Request ID

235361

Confirmation ID

234836

Request description

1. Communications between officials/employees of the Commissionera€™s office, including 
Commissioner Charles Rettig, and officials/employees of the U.S. Department of Justice, including 
Attorney General Merrick Garland, about ProPublicaa€™s reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens, 
2. Communications of officials/employees of the Commissionera€™s office, including Commissioner

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07 /13 /2021 6:23AM (G M T-04:00)
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Charles Rettig, about any investigations concerning ProPublicaa€™s reporting of private tax data of U.S. 
Citizens. 3. Communications between officials/employees of the Commissionera€™s office, including 
Commissioner Charles Rettig, and any member of Congress or Congressional employee about 
ProPublicaa€™s reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens. 4. Communications between 
agents/officials/employees of the IRS and Jesse Eisinger, Jeff Ernsthausen, Paul Kiel, Stephen 
Engelberg, or Richard Tofel, all of ProPublica about ProPublicaa€™s reporting of private tax data of U.S. 
Citizens. 5. Records of any investigation concerning, regarding, or relating to ProPublicaa€™s reporting 
of private tax data of U.S. Citizens. 6. Records of Commissioner Charles Rettig about ProPublicaa€™s 
reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver 

no

Explanation

Judicial Watch also hereby requests a waiver of both search and duplication fees. We are entitled to a 
waiver of search fees because we are a a€cerepresentative of the news media.a€ See 5 U.S.C. A§ 
552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(ll); see also Cause of Action v. Federal Trade Comm., 799 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2015); 
Nata€™l Sec. Archive v. U.S. Depa€™t of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989). For more than 
twenty years, Judicial Watch has used FOIA and other investigative tools to gather information about the 
operations and activities of government, a subject of undisputed public interest. We submit over 400 
FOIA requests annually. Our personnel, which includes experienced journalists and professional writers 
on staff and under contract, use their editorial skills to turn this raw information into distinct works that are 
disseminated to the public via our monthly newsletter, which has a circulation of over 300,000, weekly 
email update, which has over 600,000 subscribers, investigative bulletins, special reports, 
www.judicialwatch.org<http://www.judicialwatch.org> website, Corruption Chronicles blog, and social 
media, including Facebook and Twitter, among other distribution channels. We have authored several 
books, including Corruption Chronicles by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, July 24, 2012), and Clean 
House by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, Aug. 30, 2016). In 2012, we produced a documentary film, 
a€ce Di strict of Corruption,a€ directed by Stephen K. Bannon. Our a€oenews mediaa€ status has 
been confirmed in court rulings. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Depa€™t of Defense, 2006 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 44003, *1 (D.D.C. June 28, 2006); Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Depa€™t of Justice, 133 F. 
Supp.2d 52 (D.D.C. 2000). As a tax exempt, 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, we have no commercial 
interests and do not seek the requested records for any commercial use. Rather, we intend to use the 
requested records as part of our on-going investigative journalism and public education efforts to promote 
integrity, transparency, and accountability in government and fidelity to the rule of law. Judicial Watch 
also is entitled to a waiver of both search fees and  ̂du plication fees because a€cedisclosure of the 
information is in the public interest.a€ 5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Disclosure of the requested 
records undoubtedly will shed light on a€cethe operations or activities of the government.a€ Cause of 
Action, 799 F.3d at 1115 (quoting 5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(iii)). Disclosure also is a€oelikely to 
contribute significantly to the public understanding^ of those operations or activities because, among 
other reasons, Judicial Watch intends to disseminate both the records and its findings to a€oea 
reasonably broad audience of persons interested in the subjecta€ via its newsletter, email updates, 
investigative bulletins, website, blog, and its other, regular distribution channels. Cause of Action, 799 
F.3d at 1116 (quoting Carney v. U.S. Depa€™t of Justice, 19 F.3d 807, 815 (2d Cir. 1994)). Again, 
Judicial Watch does not seek the requested records for any commercial benefit or for its own 
a€ceprimarya€ benefit, but instead seeks them as part of its ongoing investigative journalism and public
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education efforts to promote integrity, transparency, and accountability in government and fidelity to the 
rule of law.

Willing to pay

$300

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped it ed_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_expla nation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

235361
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234836

Washington

United States

425 3rd Street SW

Suite 800

DC

20024

Judicial Watch, Inc.

W ) gjudicialwatch.org<mailtc (b)(6) gjudicialwatch.org>

no

$300

no

Judicial Watch also hereby requests a waiver of both search and duplication fees. We are entitled to a 
waiver of search fees because we are a a€oerepresentative of the news media.a€ See 5 U.S.C. A§ 
552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(ll); see also Cause of Action v. Federal Trade Comm., 799 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2015); 
Nata€™l Sec. Archive v. U.S. Depa€™t of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989). For more than 
twenty years, Judicial Watch has used FOIA and other investigative tools to gather information about the 
operations and activities of government, a subject of undisputed public interest. We submit over 400 
FOIA requests annually. Our personnel, which includes experienced journalists and professional writers 
on staff and under contract, use their editorial skills to turn this raw information into distinct works that are 
disseminated to the public via our monthly newsletter, which has a circulation of over 300,000, weekly 
email update, which has over 600,000 subscribers, investigative bulletins, special reports, 
www.judicialwatch.org<http://www.judicialwatch.org> website, Corruption Chronicles blog, and social 
media, including Facebook and Twitter, among other distribution channels. We have authored several 
books, including Corruption Chronicles by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, July 24, 2012), and Clean 
House by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, Aug. 30,2016). In 2012, we produced a documentary film, 
a€ceDistrict of Corruption,a€ directed by Stephen K. Bannon. Our a€oenews mediaa€ status has 
been confirmed in court rulings. See, e.g.. Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Depa€™t of Defense, 2006 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 44003, *1 (D.D.C. June 28, 2006); Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Depa€™t of Justice, 133 F. 
Supp.2d 52 (D.D.C. 2000). As a tax exempt, 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, we have no commercial 
interests and do not seek the requested records for any commercial use. Rather, we intend to use the 
requested records as part of our on-going investigative journalism and public education efforts to promote 
integrity, transparency, and accountability in government and fidelity to the rule of law. Judicial Watch 
also is entitled to a waiver of both search fees and duplication fees because a€cedisclosure of the 
information is in the public interest.a€ 5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Disclosure of the requested 
records undoubtedly will shed light on a€oethe operations or activities of the governmental Cause of 
Action, 799 F.3d at 1115 (quoting 5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(iii)). Disclosure also is a€oelikely to 
contribute significantly to the public understanding^ of those operations or activities because, among 
other reasons, Judicial Watch intends to disseminate both the records and its findings to a€oea 
reasonably broad audience of persons interested in the subjecta€ via its newsletter, email updates, 
investigative bulletins, website, blog, and its other, regular distribution channels. Cause of Action, 799 
F.3d at 1116 (quoting Carney v. U.S. Depa€™t of Justice, 19 F.3d 807, 815 (2d Cir. 1994)). Again, 
Judicial Watch does not seek the requested records for any commercial benefit or for its own 
a€ceprimarya€ benefit, but instead seeks them as part of its ongoing investigative journalism and public 
education efforts to promote integrity, transparency, and accountability in government and fidelity to the
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rule of law.

(b)(6)

media

1. Communications between officials/employees of the Commissionera€™s office, including 
Commissioner Charles Rettig, and officials/employees of the U.S. Department of Justice, including 
Attorney General Merrick Garland, about ProPublicaa€™s reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens. 
2. Communications of officials/employees of the Commissionera€™s office, including Commissioner 
Charles Rettig, about any investigations concerning ProPublicaa€™s reporting of private tax data of U.S. 
Citizens. 3. Communications between officials/employees of the Commissionera€™s office, including 
Commissioner Charles Rettig, and any member of Congress or Congressional employee about 
ProPublicaa€™s reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens. 4. Communications between 
agents/officials/employees of the IRS and Jesse Eisinger, Jeff Ernsthausen, Paul Kiel, Stephen 
Engelberg, or Richard Tofel, all of ProPublica about ProPublicaa€™s reporting of private tax data of U.S. 
Citizens. 5. Records of any investigation concerning, regarding, or relating to ProPublicaa€™s reporting 
of private tax data of U.S. Citizens. 6. Records of Commissioner Charles Rettig about ProPublicaa€™s 
reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens.
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FOIA Request 235361

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 12, 2021 10:40:02am ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

425 3rd Street SW
Suite 800
Washington 
DC 
20024
United States

(b)(6)

Watch, Inc.
$ j udicialwatch. org

Judicial
(b)(6)

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

235361

234836

1. Communications between officials/employees of the Commissioner's office, 
including Commissioner Charles Rettig, and officials/employees of the U.S. 
Department of Justice, including Attorney General Merrick Garland, about 
ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens. 2. Communications of 
officials/employees of the Commissioner's office, including Commissioner Charles 
Rettig, about any investigations concerning ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data

Request 
description

of U.S. Citizens. 3. Communications between officials/employees of the 
Commissioner’s office, including Commissioner Charles Rettig, and any member of 
Congress or Congressional employee about ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data 
of U.S. Citizens. 4. Communications between agents/officials'employees of the IRS 
and Jesse Eisingcr, Jeff Ernsthausen, Paul Kiel, Stephen Engelbcrg, or Richard Tofel, 
all of ProPublica about ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data o f U.S. Citizens. 5. 
Records of any investigation concerning, regarding, or relating to ProPublica’s 
reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens. 6. Records of Commissioner Charles 
Rettig about ProPublica’s reporting of private tax data of U.S. Citizens.

Supporting documentation
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Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

Explanation

Willing to 
pay

media

no
Judicial Watch also hereby requests a waiver of both search and duplication fees. We 
are entitled to a waiver of search fees because we are a "‘representative of the news 
media." See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)( A)(ii)(II); see also Cause of Action v. Federal Trade 
Conmi, 799 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2015); Nat'l Sec. Archive v. U.S. Dep’t of Defense, 
880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989). For more than twenty7 years, Judicial Watch has used 
FOIA and other investigative tools to gather information about the operations and 
activities of government, a subject of undisputed public interest. We submit over 400 
FOIA requests annually. Our personnel, which includes experienced journalists and 
professional writers on staff and under contract, use their editorial skills to turn this raw 
information into distinct works that arc disseminated to the public via our monthly 
newsletter, which has a circulation of over 300.000, weekly email update, which has 
over 600.000 subscribers, investigative bulletins, special reports.
w-ww.judicialwatch.org website. Corruption Chronicles blog, and social media, 
including Facebook and Twitter, among other distribution channels. We have authored 
several books, including Corruption Chronicles by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, 
July 24, 2012), and Clean House by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, Aug. 30, 2016). In 
2012, w-c produced a documentary film, “District of Corruption." directed by Stephen 
K. Bannon. Our “news media" status has been confirmed in court rulings. See. e.g.. 
Judicial Watch. Inc. v. U.S. Dep’t of Defense, 2006 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 44003. *1 
(D.D.C. June 28, 2006); Judicial Watch, Inc. v. ILS. Dep’t of Justice. 133 F. Supp.2d 52 
(D.D.C. 2000). As a tax exempt, 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, we have no 
commercial interests and do not seek the requested records for any commercial use. 
Rather, we intend to use the requested records as part o f our on-going investigative 
journalism and public education efforts to promote integrity, transparency, and 
accountability in government and IIdelity to the rule oflaw. Judicial Watch also is 
entitled to a waiver of both search fees and duplication fees because “disclosure of the 
information is in the public interest.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Disclosure of the 
requested records undoubtedly w ill shed light on “the operations or activities of the 
government." Cause of Action. 799 F.3d at 1115 (quoting 5 EFS.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii)). 
Disclosure also is “likely to contribute significantly to the public understanding” of 
those operations or activities because, among other reasons, Judicial Watch intends to 
disseminate both the records and its findings to “a reasonably broad audience of persons 
interested in the subject” via its newsletter, email updates, investigative bulletins, 
website, blog, and its other, regular distribution channels. Cause of Action, 799 F.3d at 
1116 (quoting Carney v. U.S. Dep’t of Justice, 19 F.3d 807, 815 (2d Cir. 1994)). Again, 
Judicial Watch does not seek the requested records for any commercial benefit or for its 
own “primary” benefit, but instead seeks them as part of its ongoing investigative 
journalism and public education efforts to promote integrity, transparency, and 
accountability' in government and fidelity' to the rule of law.

S3 00
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6) American Center for Law and Justice

Case number:
2021-20739

Sensitive Case Criteria: |n fo  R e ;  | R S  E x e c u tives

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 23, 2021

Due Date:
August 20, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks copies of the following IRS records from December 20, 2020 through the date of the request.

1) All records sent or received by Commissioner Rettig, Stephen A. Martin and Roger Vance, referencing a "Be on the Lookout 
For" (BOLO) list.

2) All records sent or received by any employee of the EO Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing a "Be on the 
Lookout For" (BOLO) list.

3) All records sent or received by any employee of the EO Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing the "Legend" 
or "Key" at the top of the IRS letter attached as Exhibit A to the request, or any other "Legend" or "Key" listing the terms 
Christian, Republican, Democrat, Conservative, Tea Party, intercessor, prayer, Word of God, and Liberal.

4) All records sent or received by any employee of the EO Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing the words 
"Bible" and "Biblical."

5) All records sent or received by the employee of the EO Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing the 
development and origination of the legend at the top of the IRS letter attached as Exhibit A to the request.

6) All records sent or received by the employee of the EO Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing the 
development and origination of the letter template used in the creation of the IRS letter attached as Exhibit A to the request.

7) The record named (or previously labeled) the "Internal Revenue Manual”, both the current edition and the prior edition.

Action Plan:
This request seeks records, in part, under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner's Office. 
On July 26, the TLS requested case re-assignment.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
August 6, 2021
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American Center for Law and Justice 
201 Maryland Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202-546 8890

TO: Internal Revenue Service FROM: Benjamin Sisney

FAX: 1 877-807-9215 PAGES: 13 (includes cover sheet)

DATE: July 23, 2021

RE: FOIA Request
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ACLJ
American Center 

Law ̂ Justice

July 23,2021

Internal Revenue Service
Central Processing Unit
Stop 211
PC) Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Fax: 877-807-9215

VIA FAX ONLY

RE: FOIA Request to the Internal Revenue Service regarding review of applications for 
federal tax exemption under the Internal Revenue Code (IRC), including but not 
limited to any u Bc on the Lookout for” list.

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is a request (“Request”) in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 
5 U.S.C. § 552, and the corresponding department/agency implementing regulations.

The Request is made by the American Center for Law and Justice (“ACLJ”)’ on behalf of over 
80,000 of its members.

To summarize, tills Request seeks records pertaining to the U.S. Internal Revenue Service’s review 
of applications for federal tax exemption under the Internal Revenue Code (IRC), including but 
not limited to any “Be on the Lookout for” list.

Pursuant to Treasury Department FOIA regulation 26 CFR § 601.702, this Background addresses 
the subject, timeframe, names of any individuals involved, and reasons why the requester believes 
the Department may have records on the subject of the request. 26 CFR § 601,702.

1 The ACLJ is a not-for-profit 501(c)(9) organization dedicated to the defense o f constitutional liberties secured by 
law. The A C U  regularly monitors governmental activity and works to inform ths public o f  such affairs. The ACLJ 
and its global affiliated organizations are committed to ensuring governmental accountability and the ongoing 
viability o f freedom and liberty in the United States and around the world.

201 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Wuhin&ton, DC 20002 

202-546-8890
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On May 18, 2021, the IRS denied an application by Christians Engaged for tax-exempt status?

The letter was summarized:

“You are engaged in prohibited political campaign invention” and “You are also not 
operated exclusively for one or more exempt purposes...because you operate for a 
substantial non-exempt private purpose and for the private interest of the ‘D party.’” The 
“D party” is a reference to the Republican Party, according to a “legend” provided at the 
top of Martin’s letter to the religious group?

The Christians Engaged denial is not a solitary occurrence. For example, OpenSeCrets reports:

Democratic Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse is calling on the IRS to review the tax-exempt status 
of pro-Trump group Turning Point USA, alleging the group broke Covid regulations when 
it reportedly hosted two large ‘superspreader’ events in Florida.4

In view of the Tea Party IRS targeting scandal of 2013,5 and the subsequent litigation in which the 
United States Court of Appeals for tire D.C. Circuit stated this:

A violation of right that is “suspended until further notice” has not become the subject of 
voluntary cessation, with no reasonable expectation of resumption, so as to moot litigation 
against the violation of rights. Rather, it has at most advised the victim of the violation -  
“you’re alright for now, but there may be another shoe falling.”6

If the IRS is again, “targeting” or on the lookout for certain groups based on viewpoint, beliefs, 
speech or expression, is unquestionably a matter of public interest.

Records Requested

For purposes of this Request, the term “record” means “any information” that qualifies under 5 
U.S.C, § 552(f), and includes, but is not limited to, the original or any full, complete and unedited 
copy of any log, chart, list, memorandum, note, correspondence, writing of any kind, policy, 
procedure, guideline, agenda, handout, report, transcript, set of minutes or notes, video, photo, 
audio recordings, or other material. The term “record” also includes, but is not limited to, all 
relevant information created, stored, received or delivered in any electronic or digital format, e.g., 
electronic mail, instant messaging or Facebook Messenger, iMessage, text messages or any other

2 Carly Mayberry, First Liberty Appeals Denial o f Tax Exemption fo r  Group Alleged to have Republican Ties, 
NEWSWEEK (June 18,2021, 5:41 AM), https://www.newsweck.com/first-liberty-appeals-denial-tax-exemption- 
group-allegcd-havc-republican-ties-1602075.
’  id.-, IRS Letter, httpsiZ/firsiiiberty orj^wp-contetu/uploads/202l/06/Chris(iaRs-Engaged-)RS-De(ermination- 
Letter Redacted.pdf, attached as Exhibit A.
4 @OpenSecret5.org, T WITTER (Jan. 2 1,2021,3:09 PM), 
https://twitter.eom/OpenSecretsDC/status/l 352347484165648385.
3 Mark Tapscott, Lois Lerner is &AAACCCKKKKH! New IRS Targeting Scandal Erupts in Texas, PJ M EDIA (June 
16, 2021,6:33 PM), iittps!//pjmedia.com/culture/marktapscott/2021/06/16/lois-lerner-i$-baaaccckkkk-new-irs- 
targeting-scandal-erupts-in-texas-n 1455122.
6 True the Vote, Inc v. IRS, 831 F.3d 551, 563 (D.C. Cir, 2016).

2
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means of Communication, and any information generated, sent, received, reviewed, stored or 
located on a government or private account or server, consistent with the holdings of Competitive 
Enter. Inst, v Office o f  Sci. & Tech. Policy, 827 F.3d 145 (D.C. Cir. 2016) (rejecting agency 
argument that emails on private email account were not under agency control, and holding, “If a 
department head can deprive the citizens of their right to know what his department is up to by the 
simple expedient of maintaining his departmental emails on an account in another domain, that 
purpose is hardly served.”).

For purposes of this Request, the term “briefing” includes, but is not limited to, any in-person 
meeting, teleconference, electronic communication, or other means of gathering or communicating 
by which information was conveyed to one or more person.

For purposes of this Request, the term “IRS official” includes, but is not limited to, any person 
who is (1) employed by or on behalf of tire IRS, any Mission of the United States, or any Delegation 
of the United States, in any capacity; (2) contracted for services by or on behalf of the IRS. any 
Mission of the United States, or any Delegation of the United States, in any capacity; (3) appointed 
by the President of the United States to serve in any capacity at or within the IRS; or (4) any such 
person’s staff, agent or employee; all without regard to the component, bureau, or office in which 
that person serves.

For purposes of this Request, all sources, documents, letters, reports, briefings, articles and press 
releases cited in this Request are incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

For purposes of this Request, and unless otherwise indicated, the timeframe of records 
requested herein is December 20,2020,to the date this request is processed.

Pursuant to FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552 el seq., ACLJ hereby requests that the Internal Revenue Sendee 
(IRS) produce the following:

1. All records, communications or briefings created, generated, forwarded, transmitted, 
sent, shared, saved, received, or reviewed by Commissioner Charles P. Rettig, Stephen A. 
Martin and Roger Vance, Including by utilizing any alias, referencing, connected to, or 
regarding in any way a “Be on the Lookout For” (BOLO) list, including but not limited to 
any synonyms and their acronyms such as, “beware of”, “look out for”, “be vigilant for,” 
“oversee,” “be alert for,” “be on alert,” “attend,” “watch out for” and “protect the rule of 
law," including but not limited to any record located on backup tapes, archives, any other recovery, 
backup, storage or retrieval system, IRS electronic mail or message accounts, non-IRS electronic 
mail or message accounts, personal electronic mail or message accounts, IRS servers, non-IRS 
servers, and personal servers, as well as any electronic mail or message carbon copied to agency 
account recipients, any electronic mail or message carbon copied to non-agency account recipients, 
any electronic mail or message forwarded to agency account recipients, any electronic mail or 
message forwarded to nou-agency account recipients, and attachments to any electronic mail or 
message.

3
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2. All records, communications or briefings created, generated, forwarded, transmitted, 
sent, shared, saved, received, or reviewed by any IRS official or employee of the Exempt 
Organizations, Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing, connected to, or 
regarding in any way a “Be on the Lookout For” (BOLD) list, including but not limited to 
any synonyms and their acronyms such as, “beware of”, “look out for”, “be vigilant for,” 
“oversee,” “be alert for,” “be on alert,” “attend,” '‘watch out for” and “protect the rule of 
law,” including but not limited to any record located on backup tapes, archives, any other recovery, 
backup, storage or retrieval system, IRS electronic mail or message accounts, non-IRS electronic 
mail or message accounts, personal electronic mail or message accounts, IRS servers, non-IRS 
servers, and personal servers, as well as any electronic mail or message carbon copied to agency 
account recipients, any electronic mail or message carbon copied to non-agency account recipients, 
any electronic mail or message forwarded to agency account recipients, any electronic mail or 
message forwarded to non-agency account recipients, and attachments to any electronic mail or 
message.

3. All records, communications or briefings created, generated, forwarded, transmitted, 
sent, shared, saved, received, or reviewed by any IRS official or employee of the Exempt 
Organizations, Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing, connected to, or 
regarding in any way the “Legend” or “Key” at the top of the IRS letter identified in the 
Background Section above and attached as Exhibit A, or any other “Legend” or “Key” 
listing the terms Christian, Republican, Democrat, Conservative, Tea Party, intercessor, 
prayer, Word of God, and Liberal, including but not limited to any record located on backup 
tapes, archives, any other recovery, backup, storage or retrieval system, IRS electronic mail or 
message accounts, non-IRS electronic mail or message accounts, personal electronic mail or 
message accounts, IRS servers, non-IRS servers, and personal servers, as well as any electronic 
mail or message carbon copied to agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message carbon 
copied to non-agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to agency 
account recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to non-agency account recipients, 
and attachments to any electronic mail or message.

4. All records, communications or briefings created, generated, forwarded, transmitted, 
sent, shared, saved, received, or reviewed by any IRS official or employee of the Exempt 
Organizations, Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing, connected to, or 
regarding in any way a the words “Bible” and “Biblical”, including but not limited to any 
record located on backup tapes, archives, any other recovery, backup, storage or retrieval system, 
IRS electronic mail or message accounts, non-IRS electronic mail or message accounts, personal 
electronic mail or message accounts, IRS servers, non-IRS servers, and personal servers, as well 
as any electronic mail or message carbon copied to agency account recipients, any electronic mail 
or message carbon copied to non-agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message 
forwarded to agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to non-agency 
account recipients, and attachments to any electronic mail or message.

5. All records, communications or briefings created, generated, forwarded, transmitted, 
sent, shared, saved, received, or reviewed by the IRS official or employee of the Exempt 
Organizations, Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing, connected to, or 
regarding in any way the development and origination of the legend at the top of the

4
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“Christians Engaged” letter attached as Exhibit A, including but not limited to any record 
located on backup tapes, archives, any other recovery, backup, storage or retrieval system, IRS 
electronic mail or message accounts, non-IRS electronic mail or message accounts, personal 
electronic mail or message accounts, IRS servers, non-IRS servers, and personal servers, as well 
as any electronic mail or message carbon copied to agency account recipients, any electronic mail 
or message carbon copied to non-agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message 
forwarded to agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to non-agency 
account recipients, and attachments to any electronic mail or message.

6. All records, communications or briefings created, generated, forwarded, transmitted, 
sent, shared, saved, received, or reviewed by the IRS official or employee of the Exempt 
Organizations, Rulings and Agreements division of the IRS, referencing, connected to, or 
regarding in any way the development and origination of the letter template used in the 
creation of the “Christians Engaged” letter attached as Exhibit A, including but not limited 
to any record located on backup tapes, archives, any other recovery, backup, storage or retrieval 
system, IRS electronic mail or message accounts, non-IRS electronic mail or message accounts, 
personal electronic mail or message accounts, IRS servers, non-IRS servers, and personal servers, 
as well as any electronic mail or message carbon copied to agency account recipients, any 
electronic mail or message carbon copied to non-agency account recipients, any electronic mail or 
message forwarded to agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to non- 
agency account recipients, and attachments to any electronic mail or message.

7. The record named or previously labeled the “Internal Revenue Manual”, both the 
current edition and the prior edition, including but not limited to any record located on backup 
tapes, archives, any other recovery, backup, storage or retrieval system, IRS electronic mail or 
message accounts, non-IRS electronic mail or message accounts, personal electronic mail or 
message accounts, IRS servers, uon-lRS servers, and personal servers, as well as any electronic 
mail or message carbon copied to agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message carbon 
copied to non-agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to agency 
account recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to non-agency account recipients, 
and attachments to any electronic mail or message.

CONCLUSION

If this Request is denied in whole or in part, the ACLJ requests that, within the time requirements 
imposed by FOIA, you support all denials by reference to specific FOIA exemptions and provide 
any judicially required explanatory information, including but not limited to, a Vaughn Index.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of this Request. Please furnish all applicable records and 
direct any responses to:

Jordan Sekulow, Executive Director 
Benjamin P, Stsney, Senior Litigation Counsel 
Jolin A. Monaghan, Senior Litigation Counsel
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American Center for Law and Justice
201 Maryland Ave., NE
Washington, D.C. 20002-5703
(202) 546-8890
(202) 546-9309 (fax)

I affirm that the foregoing request and attached documentation are true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief.

Respectfully submitted.

(b)(6)
(b)(6)

Jordan Sekulow
Executive Director

Benjamin P. Sisney
Senior Litigation Counsel

(b)(6)

John A Monaghan 
Senior Litigation Counsel

Attachment
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Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service
P.O- Box 2508
Cincinnati, OH 45201

lover ID number.

C M : 06/18/2021

Contact personflD numb«r: 
Roger Vance/0203391 
Contact telephone number: 
513-975-8668
Contest fax number
855-789-2984

Legend:
B -J u ly  22.2019
C“  Texas
D -  Republican
F= The Texas Eagle Forum
G= Promise Keepers
H= Collin County
J= C ollin  County Republican
K = Collin County V ictory Efforts
M = Word o f  God

OIL?
501.03-00

Dear Applicant:

We considered your application for recognition o f exemption from federal income tax under internal Revenue 
Code (IRC) Section 501(a). We determined that you don’t qualify fo r exemption under IRC Section 501(c)(3). 
This letter explains the reasons for our conclusion. Please keep it for your records.

Issues
Do you qualify fo r exemption under IRC Section 501(c)(3)? No. for the reasons stated below.

Facts
Yuu were incorporated on D in the state o f  C. You are formed exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, 
o r scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making o f distributions to organizations that qualify as 
exempt organizations under Section 501(cX3), or the corresponding section o f  any future federal tax code.

Your founder and President is a motivational public speaker, former D Congressional Candidate, political 
consultant and Preacher o f  the Gospel. Your Vice President is a motivational public speaker, former President 
o f  F, intercessor, former Prayer Coordinator fo r G and a homeschool morn Your Secretary you describe as a 
conservative millennial thought leader with a marketing and political consulting background. He now serves as 
the Executive Director for the K, where he manages the J Party’ s field teams in H as well as the grassroots get- 
out-the-vote efforts for H.

Latter 4034 (Rov. Tf-2018)
Catalog Number 47820K
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Your mission statement indicates that you exist to awaken, motivate, and empower ordinary believers in Jesus 
Christ to:

•  Pray for the nation regularly
*  Vote in every election to impact the culture
■ Engage hearts in some form o f political education or activism for the future o f the nation
*  Strive to educate Christians on the importance o f  prayer, voting and engagement in a non-partisan 

manner.

You explained that you hold weekly prayer meetings to pray for leaders o f  your state and nation. Churches are 
given program outlines for the prayer meetings. Statewide and area prayer gatherings are also conducted. You 
partner with other organizations to have strategic prayer gatherings for the state, nation, and elected officials.

in addition, you educate individuals through your website, social media, video, and live in  person teachings in 
churches. Your goal is to provide a place o f  connection and educational tools for Christians to engage in 
political activism. Your website includes educational materials and blogs. Everywhere you go, you w ill have 
voter registrars and you Will be registering people to vote on the spot.

You also educate believers on national issues that are central to their belie f in the Bible as the inerrant M. You 
educate Christians in  areas where they can be instrumental as in areas o f  the sanctity o f life, the definition o f  
marriage, biblical justice, laws vs. lawlessness, freedom o f  speech, religious liberty, government and business 
ethics, human trafficking, fiscal responsibility in government budgeting, defense, borders and immigration, U.S- 
and Israel relations.

To further your mission, you conduct educational activities including a month-long political activism course. 
The thrust o f  the course is to create onramps o f practical education and mentorships for people to engage in 
political activism with a basis in a biblical/Christtan value system. Topics include instructing individuals on 
becoming a citizen lobbyist, working with elected officials and candidates, discerning between the lessor o f  two 
evils, keeping the Christian soul right when working on politics, practical steps and pitfalls in political activism, 
how to work with an interest group focused on an area that you are interested in including the sanctity o f  life 
and fiscal responsibility, how to use mentoring to encourage Christians to engage in political activism. You w ill 
establish key leadership positions in each Congressional district across the state, so ordinary Christians can 
learn through action.

Y ou educate individuals on how to choose between imperfect candidates as well as instruct Individuals that 
parties matter. They should look at the party they represent and the core beliefs and values o f  that party. They 
should look at what the candidate says about the issues and see i f  their beliefs align with the Bible, Individuals 
should know the Bible, vote the Bible and vote on values.

Your president has Several blogs on your website, A blog describing how to choose between candidates lists 
considerations that can be used to help make a decision when voting. For example, concerning the topic o f 
partisan political races the blog indicates that party platforms should be looked at to see which candidate is most 
aligned with Christian/biblical values. The blogs list the some o f the most important Christian and biblical 
values as the sanctity o f  life, biblical marriage, and government and debt.

Letter 4034 (Rev. 14-2018)
catalog Numb?/ 47528K
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Initia lly, you had references to candidates that aligned w ith the Christian/biblical value system and had created 
voter guides that reflected the candidates values. You have since removed such references.

You are funded by donations. Your expenses are for salaries, professional fees, website, social media, video 
educational marketing, software and festival expenses.

You indicated that you do not engage in any substantial political activity and you arc not advocating for specific 
political parties, candidates, or legislation.

Law
IRC Section 501(c)(3) provides for the exemption from federal income tax o f organizations organized and 
operated exclusively for charitable or educational purposes, no substantial part o f  the activities o f  which is 
carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation (except as otherwise provided in 
Section 501(h), and Which does not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distributing o f 
statements), any political campaign on behalf o f  (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.

Treas. Reg. Section 1.501 (c)(3)- 1(c)(1) provides that an organization w ill be regarded as “ operated exclusively" 
for one or more exempt purposes only i f  i t  engages primarily in activities that accomplish one or more exempt 
purposes specified in IRC Section 501(c)(3).

Treasury Regulation Section 1.501(c) (3)-1 (c)(3)(i) states that an organization is not operated exclusively for 
one or more exempt purposes i f  it  is an “ action”  organization.

Treas. Reg. Section l,5 0 I(c )(3 )](c )(3 )( iii)  o f the regulations defines an "action" organization as an 
organization that participates or intervenes, directly or indirectly, in any political campaign on behalf o f  or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office. The term “ candidate for public office”  is defined as an individual 
who offers himself, or is proposed by others, as a contestant for an elective public office, whether such office be 
national. State, or local. The regulations further provide that activities that constitute participation or 
intervention in a political campaign on behalf o f  or tn opposition to a candidate include, but are not limited to, 
the publication or distribution o f  written statements or die making o f oral statements on behalf o f or in 
opposition to such a candidate.

Rev. Rui. 2007-41 2007-25 I.R.B., provides 21 examples illustrating the application effects and 
circumstances ro determine whether <i 501(c)(3) organization has participated in a political campaign 
intervention activity. Situation 16 describes an organization in which the executive director presented a 
preferred position on a prominent issue that distinguishes candidates before an election and encourages 
individuals to go to the polls and cast their vote. This situation is political campaign intervention. Situation 19 
describes an organization that maintains a web site and posts an unbiased, nonpartisan voter guide that is 
prepared consistent with the principles discussed in Rev. Rul. 78-248. This situation is not political campaign 
intervention,

In American Campaign Academy v. Commissioner. 92 T.C. 1053 (1989), the court held that an organization 
that operated a school to train individuals for careers as political campaign professionals, but that could not 
establish that it operated on a nonpartisan basis, did not exclusively serve purposes described in IRC 501(c)(3) 
because it also served private interests more than incidentally- The court found that the Organization was created

Letter 40J4 (Rev. 11-201$)
Catalog Number 47626K
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and funded by persons affiliated with a particular political party and that most o fthe  organization’s graduates 
worked in campaigns for the party’ s candidates. Consequently, the court concluded that the organization 
conducted its educational activities with the objective o f benefiting the party’ s candidates and entities. Although 
the candidates and entities benefited were not organization “ insiders,”  the court stated that the conferral o f  
benefits on disinterested persons who are not members o f a charitable class may cause an organization to serve 
a private interest w ithin the meaning o f Treas. Reg. Section 1.501(c)(3)-1 (d)(1)(H). The court concluded by 
stating that even i f  the political party’s candidates and entities did “ comprise a charitable class, [the 
organization] would bear the burden o f proving that its activities benefited members o f the class in a non-select 
manner.”

Application o f law
You are not as described in IRC Section 501(c)(3) because you are not operated exclusively for religious and 
educational purposes. Specifically, you are engaged in prohibited political campaign invention. You are also 
operated for substantial nonexempt purposes in contravention to Treas. Reg. Section 1.501(c)(3)-1 (c)(1).

You are not described in Treas. Reg. Section 1.501(c)(3)-1 (c)(3)(i) in that you spend a substantial amount o f 
time and resources devoted to activities that are typical o f  an action organization. Treas. Reg. Section 
1.501(c)(3)-l(c)(3)(iii) further defines an “ action”  organization as one that plans to participate and intervene in 
political campaigns on behalf o f  or in opposition to candidates for public office. You instruct individuals on 
issues that are prominent in political campaigns and instruct them in what the Bible says about the issue and 
how they should vote. These issues include the sanctity o f  life, the definition o f  marriage, and biblical justice. 
These issues generally distinguish candidates and are associated w ith political party platforms. These facts 
preclude you from exemption under IRC Section 501 (c)(3).

You arc sim ilar to Situation 16 in Revenue Ruling 2007-41. Certain aspects are weighed in determining 
campaign intervention as evidenced w ithin the ruling. While you educate voters On what the bible says about 
issues, your educational activities are not neutral. The topics typically arc affiliated w ith distinct candidates and 
specific political party platforms.

You are not sim ilar to Situation 19 in Revenue Ruling 2007-41. Information you present and on your website is 
not neutral. You instruct individuals on how Christians should use the Bible and vote the Bible.

You are like the Organization described in American Campaign Academy, because you are serving the private 
interests o f the J) party more than incidentally in contravention to Treas. Reg. Section 1.501(c)(3)-] (d)(1)(H) as 
well as serving a substantial nonexempt private purpose. For example, you educate believers on national issues 
that are central to their belie f in the Bible as the inerrant Word o f God. Specifically, you educate Christians on 
what the bible says in areas where they can be instrumental including the areas o f  sanctity o f life, the definition 
o f marriage, biblical justice, freedom o f  speech, defense, and borders and immigration, U.S. and Israel 
relations. The bible teachings are typically affiliated with the D party and candidates. This disqualifies you from 
exemption under IRC Section 501(c)(3).

Conclusion
You do not qualify as an organization described in IRC Section 501 (c)(3). You engage in prohibited political 
campaign intervention. You are also not operated exclusively for one or more exempt purposes within the 
meaning o f Section 501(c)(3), because you operate for a substantial non-exempt private purpose and for the 
private interests o f the D party.

Letter 4034 (Rev. 11-2018)
Catalog Nuirb»< 47628K
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I f  you agree
I f  you agree w ith our proposed adverse determination, you don’ t need to do anything. I f  we don’ t hear from 
you w ithin 30 days, we*!] issue a final adverse determination letter. That letter w ill provide information on 
your income tax filing  requirements.

I f  you don't agree
You have a right to protest i f  you don’t  agree w ith our proposed adverse determination. To do so, send us a 
protest w ithin 30 days o f the date p f  this letter. You must include:

* Your name, address, employer identification number (EIN), and a daytime phone number

• A  statement o f  the facts, law, and arguments supporting your position

* A statement indicating whether you are requesting an Appeals Office conference

• The signature o f  an officer, director, trustee, or other offic ia l who la authorized to sign for the 
organization or your authorized representative

* The following declaration:

For an officer, director, trustee, or other official who is authorized to sign for the organization: 
Under penalties o f  perjury, I declare that I have examined this request, or this modification to the 
request, including accompanying documents, and to the best o f  my knowledge and belief, the request 
or the modification contains a ll relevant facts relating to the request, and such facts are true, correct, 
and complete.

Your representative (attorney, certified public accountant, or other individual enrolled to practice before the 
IRS) must file  a Form 2848, Power o f Attorney and Declaration o f  Representative, with us i f  they haven't 
already done so. You can find more information about representation in Publication 947, Practice Before the 
IRS and Power o f  Attorney.

W e 'll review your protest statement and decide i f  you gave us a basis to reconsider our determination. I f  so, 
we’ l l  continue to process your case considering the information you provided. I f  you haven’t  given us a basis 
for reconsideration, we’ l l  send your case to the Appeals Office and notify you. You can find more information 
in Publication 892, How to Appeal an IRS Decision on Tax-Exempt Status.

I f  you don’t  file  a protest w ith in 30 days, you can’t seek a declaratory judgment in court later because the 
law requires that you use the IRC administrative process first (IRC Section 7428(b)(2).

Where to send your protest
Send your protest, Form 2848, i f  applicable, and any supporting documents to the applicable address:

Letter 4034 (Rev, 11-2018)
Catalog Number 47638K
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U.S, mail:

Internal Revenue Service
EO Determinations Quality Assurance
Mail Stop 6403
P.O. Box 2508
Cincinnati, OH 45201

6

Street address for delivery service:

Internal Revenue Service
EO Determinations Quality Assurance 
550 Main Street, Mali Stop 6403
Cincinnati, OH 45202

You can also fax your protest and supporting documents to the fax number listed at the top o f this letter. I f  you 
fax your statement, please contact the person listed at the top o f this letter to confirm that they received it.

You can get the forms and publications mentioned in this letter by visiting our website at www.irs.gov/forms- 
pubs or by calling 800-TAX-FORM (800-829-3676). I f  you have questions, you can contact the person listed at 
the top o f this letter.

Contacting the Taxpayer Advocate Service
The Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) is an Independent organization within the IRS that can help protect your 
taxpayer rights. TAS can offer you help i f  your tax problem is causing a hardship, or i f  you've tried but haven't 
been able to resolve your problem with the IRS. I f  you qualify for TAS assistance, which is always free, TAS 
w ill do everything possible to help you. Visit www.taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov or call 877-777-4778.

Sincerely,

Stephen A. Martin
Director, Exempt Organizations
Rulings and Agreements

Letter 4034 (Rev. 11-2018)
Catalog Number 4762BK
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-20751

Sensitive Case Criteria: Me m be r  o f the News Media :Wall
Street Journal

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 22, 2021

Due Date:
August 19, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks various communication between the Office of the Commissioner and 
members of the New Media/Public: Specifically:
Commissioner Charles Rettig, Chief of Staff Kevin McIver, Chief Counsel William 
Paul, Communications Chief Terry Lemons, Chief Privacy Officer Robert Choi, and 
Criminal Investigation Chief James Lee - that contain any of the following non-case- 
Request sensitive terms-- ProPublica, Pro Publica, Bezos, Buffett, Musk, Icahn, leak, hack, 
beginning Jan. 1,2021, and ending on the date that the request is fulfilled.

Action Plan:
Plan to contact the Offices of the Commissioner and Chief Counsel's FOIA Functional Contact 
for their input into the feasibility of processing the request.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
July 27, 2021
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Cover Sheet
Date: July 22, 2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2021 12:20 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 22, 2021 12:20:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/22/2021 1:54PM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

1211 Avenue of the Americas

City

New York

State/Province

NY

Postal Code

10036

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

The Wall Street Journal

Email

(b)(6) ^wsj.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ wsj.com>

Request
Request ID

239676

Confirmation ID

239151

Request description

Good afternoon, Under the Freedom of Information Act, The Wall Street Journal is requesting copies of 
correspondence sent or received by the email accounts o f-  Commissioner Charles Rettig Chief of Staff 
Kevin McIver Chief Counsel William Paul Communications Chief Terry Lemons Chief Privacy Officer 
Robert Choi Criminal Investigation Chief James Lee -that contain any of the following non-case-sensitive 
term s- ProPublica Pro Publica Bezos Buffett Musk Icahn leak hack Please conduct the search 
beginning Jan. 1,2021, and ending on the date that the request is fulfilled. Please consider expediting 
this request and waiving fees, since the information sought is in the public interest. If there are fees for
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this request, please advise before it is fulfilled. If you deny any part of this request, please explain under
what exemption the information is being withheld. Thanks-I appreciate your help. I'm at:[ 
best, I (b)(6)

(b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

The Wall Street Journal is a newspaper that disseminates information in the public interest. These 
records relate to the largest unauthorized disclosure of private taxpayer data in recent memory, which is 
ongoing even as this request is being made.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

The Wall Street Journal is a newspaper that disseminates information in the public interest. These 
records relate to the largest unauthorized disclosure of private taxpayer data in recent memory, which is 
ongoing even as this request is being made.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

addressjinel

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email
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expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

239676

239151

New York

United States

1211 Avenue of the Americas

NY

10036

The Wall Street Journal

(b)(6) gwsj.com<mailto (b)(6) gwsj.com>

yes

The Wall Street Journal is a newspaper that disseminates information in the public interest. These 
records relate to the largest unauthorized disclosure of private taxpayer data in recent memory, which is 
ongoing even as this request is being made.

yes

The Wall Street Journal is a newspaper that disseminates information in the public interest. These 
records relate to the largest unauthorized disclosure of private taxpayer data in recent memory, which is 
ongoing even as this request is being made.

(b)(6)

media

Good afternoon, Under the Freedom of Information Act, The Wall Street Journal is requesting copies of 
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correspondence sent or received by the email accounts o f-  Commissioner Charles Rettig Chief of Staff 
Kevin McIver Chief Counsel William Paul Communications Chief Terry Lemons Chief Privacy Officer 
Robert Choi Criminal Investigation Chief James Lee -that contain any of the following non-case-sensitive 
term s- ProPublica Pro Publica Bezos Buffett Musk Icahn leak hack Please conduct the search 
beginning Jan. 1,2021, and ending on the date that the request is fulfilled. Please consider expediting 
this request and waiving fees, since the information sought is in the public interest. If there are fees for 
this request, please advise before it is fulfilled. If you deny any part of this request, please explain under 
what exemption the information is being withheld. Thanks-I appreciate your help. I'm at:| (b)(6) 

best, | (b)(6) |
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FOIA Request 239676

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 22, 2021 12:20:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York
NY
10036
United States

(b)(6)

Tire Wall Street Journal
(b)(6) ^wsj .com

Request

Request ID
Confirmation
II)

Request 
description

239676

239151

Good afternoon. Under the Freedom of Information Act, The Wall Street Journal is 
requesting copies of correspondence sent or received by the email accounts o f -  
Commissioner Charles Rettig Chief of Staff Kevin McIver Chief Counsel William 
Paul Communications Chief Terry Lemons Chief Privacy Officer Robert Choi 
Criminal Investigation Chief James Lee —that contain any of the following non-casc- 
sensitive term s- ProPublica Pro Publica Bezos Buffett Musk Icahn leak hack Please 
conduct the search beginning Jan. 1, 2021. and ending on the date that the request is 
fulfilled. Please consider expediting this request and waiving fees, since the 
information sought is in the public interest. If there are fees for this request, 
please advise before it is fulfilled. If you deny any part of this request, please explain 
under what exemption the information is being withheld. Thanks—I appreciate your 
help. I'm at:| (b)(6) [ besL| (b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees
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Request category 
ID
Fee waiver

media

yes
The Wall Street Journal is a newspaper that disseminates information in the public

Explanation
interest. These records relate to the largest unauthorized disclosure of private 
taxpayer data in recent memory, which is ongoing even as this request is being 
made.

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

The Wall Street Journal is a newspaper that disseminates information in the

Explanation public interest. These records relate to the largest unauthorized disclosure of 
private taxpayer data in recent memory; which is ongoing even as this request is 
being made.
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
__________(b)(6)__________

Case number:
2021-20952

Sensitive Case Criteria:

IH Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 28, 2021

Due Date:
August 25, 2021

Case Summary:
Records which show the number of churches that have merited a "high profile examination" 
due to violations of political intervention prohibition of section 501(c)(3).

Action Plan:
Search Memo to be prepared and secure responsive documents.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
August 9, 2021
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Date: July 28, 2021____________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 5:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 27, 2021 05:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

919 Congress Avenue

Sixth Floor

City

Austin

State/Province

Texas

Postal Code

78701

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica/Texas Tribune

Email

(b)(6) gpropublica.org<mailto

PAGE 2 OF 7

(b)(6) gpropublica.org>

Request
Request ID

241776

Confirmation ID

241251

Request description

-A ny existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that show or indicate the 
number of churches that have merited a a€cehigh priority examination" because of alleged violations of 
the political intervention prohibition of section 501 (c)(3) since 2014.1 also seek any available underlying 
data. On June 27,2014, the Acting Director of IRS Exempt Organizations Examinations sent a letter to
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the Department of Justice noting that the IRS' Political Activities Referral Committee "has determined 
that, as of June 23, 2014, 99 churches merit a high priority examination" because of alleged violations of 
the political intervention prohibition of section 501 (c)(3), We seek this information for subsequent years.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay

$25

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing 
is allowed for requests that show a a€oecom pel ling need.a€ As the Act states, you have 10 days to 
decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited processing under the 
a€cecompelling needa€ provision is as follows: The issue of religious tax exemptions has received 
intense interest among the public in recent months as demonstrated by the widespread press coverage 
of the IRS' determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June 
(https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-tax-exempt-status-160500810.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=a 
HR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAI-vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvl_yb5IDE 
kodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPnoK8nWpUgZAYb_spYPXSIWQvfg 
ZclmLX7PelL3OyPEX0_V-62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is 
still little public understanding about why and when IRS officials make such decisions. The information 
requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are believed to be a 
growing number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be 
engaging in political activity. For example, during recent school district and municipal elections in the 
Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty 
(https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/politics/2021/05/04/are-north-texas-churches-end 
orsing-political-candidates--) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates by 
numerous pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information 
that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by the IRS. The requested materials help do 
that and would give a clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the 
dissemination of information (i.e., reviewing and reporting on these records and sharing our findings with 
the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity,a€ as the compelling need provision requires. I certify that my statements 
concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief.
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The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet, 
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

expedited_p rocessi ng_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

241776

241251

Austin

United States

919 Congress Avenue

Sixth Floor

Texas

78701

ProPublica/Texas Tribune
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(b)(6) i)propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

yes

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing 
is allowed for requests that show a a€oecompelling need.a€ As the Act states, you have 10 days to 
decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited processing under the 
a€cecompelling needa€ provision is as follows: The issue of religious tax exemptions has received 
intense interest among the public in recent months as demonstrated by the widespread press coverage 
of the IRS' determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June 
(https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-tax-exempt-status-160500810.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=a 
HR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAI-vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvl_yb5IDE 
kodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPnoK8nWpUgZAYb_spYPXSIWQvfg 
ZclmLX7PelL3OyPEX0_V-62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is 
still little public understanding about why and when IRS officials make such decisions. The information 
requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are believed to be a 
growing number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be 
engaging in political activity. For example, during recent school district and municipal elections in the 
Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty 
(https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/politics/2021/05/04/are-north-texas-churches-end 
orsing-political-candidates-) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates by 
numerous pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information 
that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by the IRS. The requested materials help do 
that and would give a clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the 
dissemination of information (i.e., reviewing and reporting on these records and sharing our findings with 
the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity,a€ as the compelling need provision requires. I certify that my statements 
concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief.

$25

no

(b)(6)

media

-A ny existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that show or indicate the 
number of churches that have merited a a€cehigh priority examination" because of alleged violations of 
the political intervention prohibition of section 501 (c)(3) since 2014.1 also seek any available underlying 
data. On June 27,2014, the Acting Director of IRS Exempt Organizations Examinations sent a letter to 
the Department of Justice noting that the IRS' Political Activities Referral Committee "has determined 
that, as of June 23, 2014, 99 churches merit a high priority examination" because of alleged violations of 
the political intervention prohibition of section 501 (c)(3). We seek this information for subsequent years.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/28/2021 5:56AM (GMT-05:00)



07/28/2021 6:53:15 AM -0400 IRS PAGE 6 OF 7

FOIA Request 241776

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 27, 2021 05:10:02pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

919 Congress Avenue
Sixth Floor
Austin
Texas
78701
United States

(b)(6)

ProPubliea/Texas Tribune
(b)(6) &pr opubl ica. org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

241776

241251

-A ny  existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that 
show or indicate the number of churches that have merited a "high priority' 
examination" because of alleged violations of the political intervention prohibition

Request 
description

of section 501(c)(3) since 2014. I also seek any available underlying data. On June 
27, 2014, the Acting Director of IRS Exempt Organizations Examinations sent a 
letter to the Department of Justice noting that the IRS' Political Activities Referral 
Committee "has determined that, as of June 23, 2014, 99 churches merit a high 
priority examination" because of alleged violations of the political intervention 
prohibition of section 501(c)(3). We seek this information for subsequent years.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

media
no
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Willing to pay $25

Expedited processing

Expeditedx v©s
Processing

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing i 
Act states, you have 10 days to decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited j 
The issue of religious tax exemptions has received intense interest among the public in recent months as di 
determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June (https:,7news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-ta: 
160500810.html?guccounter=l&guce_referrer=aIIR0cIIM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbSS&guce_referrer 
vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvI_yb5lDEkodCJuaoBsJSchs3c()jN42Qr54V3EYZPxdu8Vpni9UUu5IISSppEPi 
62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is still little public understan 

Explanation The information requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are bel 
tax exempt status among organizations that may be engaging in political activity. For example, during rect 
Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty (https://spcctrumlocalncws.com/tx/south-ti 
endorsing-political-candidates-) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates 1 
public would be well served by information that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by 
clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the dissemination of informal 
our findings with the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged F 
requires. I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to t
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_________ (b)(6)_________ 2021-20955

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member o f the |\je w  Media :The 
ProPublica/Texas Tribune

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 28, 2021

Due Date:
August 25, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks any existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents 
that show or indicate the number of “determinations” employees employed by IRS, by year, 
since 2013.

Action Plan:
Made contact with the Business Unit (Exempt Organization) and will very likely prepare a 
Search Memorandum for approval/Processing.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
August 11,2021
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PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: July 28, 2021____________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 5:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 27, 2021 05:10:03pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

919 Congress Avenue

Sixth Floor

City

Austin

State/Province

Texas

Postal Code

78701

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica/Texas Tribune

Email

(b)(6) ^propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

Request
Request ID

241781

Confirmation ID

241256

Request description

-A ny existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that show or indicate the 
number of a€oedeterminationsa€ employees employed by IRS, by year, since 2013. IRS previously 
released this information to the Center for Public Integrity in 2015 for the years 2009-2013.
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay

$25

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing 
is allowed for requests that show a a€cecom pel ling need.a€ As the Act states, you have 10 days to 
decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited processing under the 
a€cecompelling needa€ provision is as follows: The issue of religious tax exemptions has received 
intense interest among the public in recent months as demonstrated by the widespread press coverage 
of the IRS' determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June 
(https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-tax-exempt-status-160500810.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=a 
HR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAI-vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvl_yb5IDE 
kodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPnoK8nWpUgZAYb_spYPXSIWQvfg 
ZclmLX7PelL3OyPEX0_V-62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is 
still little public understanding about why and when IRS officials make such decisions. The information 
requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are believed to be a 
growing number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be 
engaging in political activity. For example, during recent school district and municipal elections in the 
Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty 
(https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/politics/2021/05/04/are-north-texas-churches-end 
orsing-political-candidates-) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates by 
numerous pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information 
that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by the IRS. The requested materials help do 
that and would give a clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the 
dissemination of information (i.e., reviewing and reporting on these records and sharing our findings with 
the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity,a€ as the compelling need provision requires. I certify that my statements 
concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
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confirmation id

address_city

address_country

address linel

address Iine2

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee waiver

name first

name last

phone_number

request_category

request_description

241781

241256

Austin

United States

919 Congress Avenue

Sixth Floor

Texas

78701

ProPublica/Texas Tribune

(b)(6) gpropublica.orgcmailto ( b ) ( 6 ) ^ propublica.org>

yes
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I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing 
is allowed for requests that show a a€oecompelling need.a€ As the Act states, you have 10 days to 
decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited processing under the 
a€cecompelling needa€ provision is as follows: The issue of religious tax exemptions has received 
intense interest among the public in recent months as demonstrated by the widespread press coverage 
of the IRS' determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June 
(https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-tax-exempt-status-160500810.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=a 
HR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xll_mNvbS8&guce_referrer sig=AQAAAI-vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvl_yb5IDE 
kodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPnoK8nWpUgZAYb_spYPXSIWQvfg 
ZclmLX7PelL3OyPEX0_V-62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is 
still little public understanding about why and when IRS officials make such decisions. The information 
requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are believed to be a 
growing number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be 
engaging in political activity. For example, during recent school district and municipal elections in the 
Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty 
(https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/politics/2021/05/04/are-north-texas-churches-end 
orsing-political-candidates--) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates by 
numerous pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information 
that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by the IRS. The requested materials help do 
that and would give a clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the 
dissemination of information (i.e., reviewing and reporting on these records and sharing our findings with 
the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity,a€ as the compelling need provision requires. I certify that my statements 
concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief.

$25

no

(b)(6)

media

--Any existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that show or indicate the 
number of a€oedeterminationsa€ employees employed by IRS, by year, since 2013. IRS previously 
released this information to the Center for Public Integrity in 2015 for the years 2009-2013.
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FOIA Request 241781

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 27, 2021 05:10:03pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

919 Congress Avenue
Sixth Floor
Austin
Texas
78701
United States

(b)(6)

ProPubliea-Tcxas Tribune
( b ) ( 6 ) ^jpropublica org

Request

Request ID 241781
Confirmation ID 241256

—Any existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that 
Request show or indicate the number of “determinations” employees employed by IRS, by
description year, since 2013. IRS previously released this information to the Center for Public

Integrity in 2015 for the years 2009-2013.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

media
no
$25

Expedited processing
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Explanation The information requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are bel

Expedited
Processing yes

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing i 
Act states, you have 10 days to decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited ] 
'Ike issue o f religious tax exemptions has received intense interest among the public in recent months as di 
determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June (https:."hews.yahoo.com/irs-denics-ta 
160500810.htnil?guccounter=l&guce_referrer=aIIR0cIIM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer 
vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvI_yb51DEkodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPt 
62gpFnsEyYtX(JmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLS.KT5hqOy). Additionally, there is still little public understan

tax exempt status among organizations that may be engaging in political activity7. For example, during rec« 
Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty (httpsA'spectrumlocalnew's.conLW 
cndorsing-political-candidatcs—) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates 1 
public would be well served by information that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by 
clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the dissemination of informal 
our findings with the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged F 
requires. I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to t
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_________ (b)(6)_________ 2021-20962

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member o f the |\je w  Media :The 
ProPublica/Texas Tribune

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 28, 2021

Due Date:
August 25, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks any existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents 
that show or indicate the number of denial and/or revocation letters of tax-exempt status to 
religious organizations and churches since 2011, to include name of organization or house of 
worship and broken down by state, year and reason for denial...any underlying data.'

Action Plan:
Made contact with the Business Unit (Exempt Organization) and confirmed that records sought 
should be sought under IRC 6110/Routine Agency Procedure - Sent Final Response to that 
effect.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
August 11,2021
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SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: July 28, 2021____________

To: HQ FOIA EFF___________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 5:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 27, 2021 05:10:03pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

919 Congress Avenue

Sixth Floor

City

Austin

State/Province

Texas

Postal Code

78701

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica/Texas Tribune

Email

(b)(6) %propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) ^ propublica.org>

Request
Request ID

241786

Confirmation ID

241261

Request description

-A ny existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that show or indicate the 
number of denial and/or revocation letters of tax exempt status to religious organizations and churches 
since 2011, to include name of organization or house of worship and broken down by state, year and 
reason for denial. If available I also seek any underlying data.
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay

$25

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing 
is allowed for requests that show a a€cecom pel ling need.a€ As the Act states, you have 10 days to 
decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited processing under the 
a€cecompelling needa€ provision is as follows: The issue of religious tax exemptions has received 
intense interest among the public in recent months as demonstrated by the widespread press coverage 
of the IRS' determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June 
(https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-tax-exempt-status-160500810.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=a 
HR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS88guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAI-vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvl_yb5IDE 
kodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPnoK8nWpUgZAYb_spYPXSIWQvfg 
ZclmLX7PelL3OyPEX0_V-62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is 
still little public understanding about why and when IRS officials make such decisions. The information 
requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are believed to be a 
growing number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be 
engaging in political activity. For example, during recent school district and municipal elections in the 
Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty 
(https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/politics/2021/05/04/are-north-texas-churches-end 
orsing-political-candidates-) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates by 
numerous pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information 
that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by the IRS. The requested materials help do 
that and would give a clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the 
dissemination of information (i.e., reviewing and reporting on these records and sharing our findings with 
the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity,a€ as the compelling need provision requires. I certify that my statements 
concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
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confirmation id

address_city

address_country

address linel

address Iine2

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_amount_willing

fee waiver

name first

name last

phone_number

request_category

request-description

241786

241261

Austin

United States

919 Congress Avenue

Sixth Floor

Texas

78701

ProPublica/Texas Tribune

(b)(6) gpropublica.org<mailto (b)(6) gpropublica.org>
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yes

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing 
is allowed for requests that show a a€oecompelling need.a€ As the Act states, you have 10 days to 
decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited processing under the 
a€cecompelling needa€ provision is as follows: The issue of religious tax exemptions has received 
intense interest among the public in recent months as demonstrated by the widespread press coverage 
of the IRS' determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June 
(https://news.yahoo.com/irs-denies-tax-exempt-status-160500810.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=a 
HR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer sig=AQAAAI-vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvl_yb5IDE 
kodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPnoK8nWpllgZAYb_spYPXSIWQvfg 
ZclmLX7PelL3OyPEX0_V-62gpFnsEyYtXUmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLSJG5hqOy). Additionally, there is 
still little public understanding about why and when IRS officials make such decisions. The information 
requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are believed to be a 
growing number of requests for religious-based tax exempt status among organizations that may be 
engaging in political activity. For example, during recent school district and municipal elections in the 
Dallas Fort Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty 
(https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/south-texas-el-paso/politics/2021/05/04/are-north-texas-churches-end 
orsing-political-candidates--) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates by 
numerous pastors during sermons on the same Sunday. The public would be well served by information 
that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by the IRS. The requested materials help do 
that and would give a clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the 
dissemination of information (i.e., reviewing and reporting on these records and sharing our findings with 
the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity,a€ as the compelling need provision requires. I certify that my statements 
concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief.

$25

no

(b)(6)

media

--Any existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that show or indicate the 
number of denial and/or revocation letters of tax exempt status to religious organizations and churches 
since 2011, to include name of organization or house of worship and broken down by state, year and 
reason for denial. If available I also seek any underlying data.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/28/2021 6:04AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 241786

The following list contains the entire submission submitted July 27, 2021 05:10:03pm ET, and is formatted for 
ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

919 Congress Avenue 
Sixth Floor
Austin
Texas
78701
United States

(b)(6)

ProPubliea-Tcxas Tribune
(b)(6) ?;pr opubl ica. org

Request

Request ID 241786
Confirmation ID 241261

Request 
description

—Any existing records, reports, spreadsheets or any other existing documents that 
show or indicate the number o f denial and/or revocation letters of tax exempt 
status to religious organizations and churches since 2011, to include name of 
organization or house of worship and broken down by state, year and reason for 
denial. If available I also seek any underlying data.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media
Fee waiver no
Willing to pay $25

Expedited processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 07/28/2021 6:04AM (GMT-05:00)
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Expedited
Processing yes

I ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited processing i 
Act states, you have 10 days to decide whether to grant expedited processing. Our rationale for expedited ] 
'the issue o f religious tax exemptions has received intense interest among the public in recent months as di 
determination letter regarding the Christians Engaged group in June (https://ncws.yahoo.com/irs-denics-ta 
160500810.htnil?guccounter=l&guce_referrer=aIIR0cIIM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer 
vTYsVSX6kgiplh4iE4nwvI_yb51DEkodCJuaoBsJSchs3c0jN42Qr54V3LYZPxdu8Vpm9UUu5IISSppLPt 
62gpFnsEyYtX(JmRkCMSpCnS4kjN6g36iLS.KT5hqOy). Additionally, there is still little public understan 

Explanation The information requested would shed badly needed light on how the IRS has and is handling what are bel 
tax exempt status among organizations that may be engaging in political activity7. For example, during rec« 
Worth area, there has been much public debate and uncertainty (https:/.''spectruinlocalnew7s.com/tx/south-tt 
cndorsing-political-candidatcs—) following the apparent coordinated endorsement of a slate of candidates 1 
public would be well served by information that helps them understand what is allowed and what is not by 
clear picture of the IRS response to the issue. We would primarily engage in the dissemination of informal 
our findings with the public) where there is an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged F 
requires. I certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to t
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-21205

Sensitive Case Criteria:

IH Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
July 30, 2021

Due Date:
August 27, 2021

Case Summary:
Request through MUCKROCK for all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, etc. for contract 
2032H321C00020.

Request for all emails from the IRS and Babel Street from 1 -1 -2019 to 7-21 -2021.

Action Plan:
Request responsive documents from the respective business units.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
August 4, 2021
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MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 116417 
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FOIA OFFICE
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July 21, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

#  # #  Background # # #

Some government agencies have bought location data from a company called Babel Street, and specifically 
the Locate X product.

#  # #  Request # # #

I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreem ents, procurem ent documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H321C00020.
- All email correspondence between your agency and Babel Street from 1st January 2019 to the present. To 
assist in the search, Babel S treet email addresses use the suffix "@babelstreet.com ".

In order to help to determ ine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
M otherboard, VICE's science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering. - —

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event tha t there  are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachm ent if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this m atter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statu te  requires.

Sincerely,

Page 1 of 2



MuckRock News
g:DE?T MR‘11.6417 :

411A Highland Ave
Somejyille,. MA 02144-2516
11 7-42789468@requests.muckrock.com

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https://www.muckrock.eom/respond/l 128360/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter: 
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com_____  
E-mail (Preferred): | (bW ^requests. muckrock. com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 116417
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 of 2
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) Tax Analysts 2021-22255

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
August 13, 2021

Due Date:
September 13, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request asks for the following records.

Materials used by the IRS Tax-Exempt and Government Entities Division to train its exempt 
organizations personnel on conducting examinations to verify compliance with Internal 
Revenue Code sections 4960 and 512(a)(6).

The time frame covered by this request is January 1,2019, through August 11,2021.

Action Plan:
send BU search memo to TEGE FOIA FC

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
August 17, 2021
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August 12, 2021

IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

By facsimile: 877-807-6035

FOIA REQUEST
Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:

I write on behalf of Tax Analysts, a nonprofit publisher of 
news regarding tax issues. Under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. section 552, Tax Analysts hereby requests 
access, for purposes of inspection and copying, to the following 
records:

Materials used by the IRS Tax-Exempt and Government 
Entities Division to train its exempt organizations personnel on 
conducting examinations to verify compliance with Internal 
Revenue Code sections 4960 and 512 (a) (6) .

The time frame covered by this request is January 1, 2019, 
through August 11, 2021.

We hereby ask that you waive any applicable fees, as has 
routinely occurred in prior situations in which Tax Analysts has 
requested records under the FOIA.

Sections 512(a)(6) and 4960 were established by the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. Section 512(a)(6) requires tax-exempt 
organizations with multiple unrelated trades or businesses to 
calculate unrelated business taxable income separately for each 
one, thereby preventing exempt organizations from offsetting 
gains with losses.

Section 4960 imposes a 21 percent excise tax on 
remuneration above $1 million paid to a covered employee of an 
applicable tax-exempt organization (ATEO) and on excess 
"parachute payments'' paid to a covered employee of an ATEO.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 08/13/2021 8:56AM (GMT-05:00)
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Public disclosure of the IRS training materials on section 
512(a)(6) and 4960 would give exempt organizations and the tax 
professionals who advise them a better understanding of what the 
IRS is looking for and help facilitate greater compliance with 
requirements under section 512(a)(6) and section 4960.

Tax Analysts is a representative of the news media within 
the meaning of the FOIA and is thus required to pay for the 
direct cost of duplication after the first 100 pages and is 
willing to pay that sum up to $25 if need be. Through this 
request, Tax Analysts is gathering information on a matter of 
public interest, namely, IRS procedures and guidance on 
determinations under the Internal Revenue Code. The records 
covered by this request are being sought for dissemination to 
the general public, both in written and electronic form, through 
Tax Notes, Tax Notes Today, The Exempt Organization Tax Review, 
and possibly other periodicals published by Tax Analysts.

Should the IRS determine that any portion of the requested 
records may be withheld, we request that the reasonably 
segregable portions be made public.

Conclusion.

Tax Analysts has filed numerous FOIA requests with the IRS 
over the years, and we are always willing to discuss ways to 
streamline or facilitate your processing of a request. We have 
found that handling these issues via telephone and e-mail can be 
mutually beneficial, and we would thus be grateful if you could 
please communicate with me by phone or e-mail if you have any 
questions or comments.

Thank you for your assistance, and I look forward to 
hearing from you.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Tax Analysts
400 S Maple Ave, Suite 400

VA, 22046
>taxanalysts. org

Falls Church
(b)(6)

Cell and Office: | (b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 08/13/2021 8:56AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
_____ (b)(6)_____ |of Marathon Studios Inc.

Case number:
2021-22856

Sensitive Case Criteria: Me c |ja  Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
8/24/2021

Due Date:
9/22/2021

Case Summary:
Personnel Information Listing (PIL). Previous request made through OPM for this information 
and then subsequently to the IRS. Same information will be released as is releasable under 
the PIL. Request is vague as to the period of time requested. In addition, multiple requests 
are being made through OPM and the IRS so it is possible that the requester may be trying to 
compare information received from one source versus the other.

Action Plan:
I will contact the requester to determine if the information is still needed based on a previous 
case closure for the same requester by TLS Francisca Eyetsemitan of DO-13. If information is 
still needed or I do not receive contact back from the requester, the PIL will be provided 
accordingly.

Submitted By:
Kimberly Hill 
TLS DO-13

Date:
9/8/2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: August 24, 2021_________

To: CPU___________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Woods Jeremy A_____________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15 Including cover page

Subject: FOIA Request

Please establish a FOIA case in FOIAXpress with the correspondence attached and assign to DO13 for 
processing. Thanks!

Jeremy Woods, Sr.

Senior Disclosure Analyst

Office of the Associate Director - Disclosure

(b)(6) - Office

(855) 207-0449 - eFax

If you’re an IRS employee with a Disclosure Question, please call our Help Desk at 1-866-591-0860, 
check out our website at http://discl.web.irs.gov/Default.asp, or send an email to 
*Disclosure@irs.gov<mailto:*Disclosure@irs.gov>.

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 08/24/2021 1:16PM (GMT-05:00)
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"The secret of getting things done is to act." -Dante

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this email belongs to the sender which is confidential 
and may be legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity 
named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this email is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this email in error, please immediately delete and destroy all copies of the original email 
and its attachments, and notify the sender.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 08/24/2021 1:16PM (GMT-05:00)
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UNITED STATES OFFICE OF PERSONNEL .VL^MAGEMENT
Washnglon. DC 20415

HCDMM/DSA/PPSB/DD
Reference # 2021-04963

August 20. 2021

Internal Revenue Service 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
Stop 211
2385 Chamblee Tucker Road
Chamblee, GA 30341

Dear S ir Ma'am:

The attached FOIA request from Mr. Jonathan Weber is being referred to your organization as a 
matter under your cognizance, and for response to the requester. Ihis referral is being made to 
honor the agreement the Office of Personnel Management has with the Internal Revenue Service 
to refer requests for individual IRS employee records to IRS for response. Tire Office of 
Personnel Management is providing Federal civilian employment data for IRS to this customer 
with the following restrictions: withhold IRS employee’s names for all IRS employees. The point 
of contact for this action is (b)(6) at (b)(6) Sopm.gov or | (b)(6) |.

Sincerely,

Digit all v si g ne d b v t  M _ Y

EMILY NAIL
11 ?-3 13 -C^’00'

Emily Nail
Manager. Program and Policy Support Branch
Data Support and /Analysis
Human Capital Data Management and Modernization

Enclosure
Customer Request

www.opm.gov Our mission is to ensure the Federal Government has an effective civilian workforce www.usajobs.gov

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 08/2h/2021 1:16PM (GMT-05:00)
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MarathoOWos, Inc
Jonathan Weber* 562 Independence Road * East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

August 8, 2021

Freedom of Information Act Officer
U.S. Office of Personnel Management

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request for EHRI-SDM data

To Whom It May Concern,

This is a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. §552, as amended).

We are requesting a digital copy of the full Enterprise Human Resources Integration-Statistical 
Data Mart (EHRI-SDM) status file database, with all auxiliary files, for all agencies, for the first 
quarters the years 2020 and 2021. We request that all data elements not specifically excluded 
for privacy reasons be provided, including (at minimum) the following data elements: Name, 
Grode, Pay Plan /  Pay Grode, Bose Salary, Bonus, Agency, Division, Job Title, Location (State, 
County, Station), Occupation.

We have previously filed granted FOIA requests with full fee-waiver for this data for all available 
years between 2007 and 2019, and will be following up with a request for the previous year's 
data each year.

We further request that the 0PM forward this FOIA request to any agencies whose 
employment data is separate from or not managed by the 0PM for individual follow-up 
(including but not limited to the Department of the Treasury, DOD, IRS, and CFPB).

We would like to request the EHRI-SDM in electronic format, provided either via the Internet or 
on CD-ROM.

NEWS MEDIA FEE WAIVER REQUEST:

In order to assist you in determining our status to assess fees, you should know that we are the 
principal developer of FederalPay.org, a free news media website that provides information to 
the public about Federal pay scales and promotes Government transparency.

Marathon Studios. Inc.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 08/24/2021 1:16PM (GMT-05:00)
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Marathon Ŝ dios, Inc
Jonathan Weber* 562 Independence Road ♦ East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

We intend to use the data acquired through this FOIA request to update the visual open
government tool on FederalPay.org (the "FederalPay Tool") that allows the public to view the 
salaries of Federal officials, visualize personnel spending at various Government agencies, and 
use the insights gathered for research and advocacy related purposes.

We believe that we have demonstrated our capacity to digest the 0PM data requested and to 
develop such a tool through the successful creation of the existing content on FederalPay.org.

The FederalPay Tool created with this data will be free and available to the general public, and 
we will disseminate the information to the 150,000+ people per month who currently visit the 
FederalPay.org website to access open government information.

We strongly believe that the development of the FederalPay Tool using 0PM data is dearly 
within the public interest. Therefore, we would like to request a waiver or reduction of the fees 
associated with this request under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). We have been granted this waiver 
by the 0PM and other government agencies for all previous FOIA requests for this data.

Response to this request can be sent to the following address:

Jonathan Weber 
Marathon Studios, Inc.
562 Independence Road 
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

I thank you for your expeditious response. I can be contacted at +1 570.620.6656 or via email at 
jweber@marathon-studios.com during normal business hours if any further information is 
necessary concerning this request.

Regards,

(b)(6)

FederalPay.org

Marathon Studios. Inc.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 08/24/2021 1:16PM (GMT-05:00)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2021-23661

MuckRock News

Sensitive Case Criteria: 3. Criteria for initiating an SCR
a) Likely to attract media or Congressional

........................... x _ . , „  attention. IRS actions in the case couldH  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention a t t r a c t  m e d ia  a t te n t io n  j f  th e  r e q u e ster
□  Unique or novel situation were to contact a Member of Congress
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees drawing attention to this case.

Disclosure Received Date: 
09/07/2021

Due Date:
10/05/2021

Case Summary:
Requester is requesting following records that relate to the following Procurement Instrument Identifier (PHD): 
205AE920P00281
A) Provisions Statement for Third Party Software Licenses and Maintenance
B) Order for Supplies and Services
C) Items and Prices, Delivery Schedule, and Accounting Data
D) Bid Details
E) Sole Source Documents
F) Privacy Impact Assessments
G) Any Industry Day Materials, such as slide presentations, Q&A documents, and attendee lists
H) Contracts, Memorandums of Understanding, Purchase, Orders, Invoices, and Receipts
I) Any documents (including test, CSV, PDF, slide presentation, etc.) that mention " 205AE920P00281" OR " 
NETACUITY"
J) Any emails from or to IRS personnel that mention any of the following terms: " 205AE920P00281" OR"
Digital Envoy" OR " NETACUITY"
K) Any industry day materials, such as slide presentations, Q&A Documents, and attendee lists
L) Any instructional materials relating to the use of " Digital Envoy" OR " NETACUITY"
M) Any emails from or to IRS personnel from or to any party with the email domain " @digitalenvoy.com"

Action Plan:
BU search memo - Procurement

Submitted By:
Kimberly Hill 
TLS DO-13

Date:
9/9/2021



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 118560 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
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To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

I am hereby requesting the following records that relate to the following Procurement Instrument Identifier 
(PHD): 205AE920P00281

A) Provisions Statement for Third Party Software Licenses and Maintenance
B) Order for Supplies and Services
C) Items and Prices, Delivery Schedule, and Accounting Data
D) Bid Details
E) Sole Source documents
F) Privacy Impact Assessments
G) Any Industry Day materials, such as slide presentations, Q&A documents, and attendee lists
H) Contracts, Memorandums of Understanding, Purchase, Orders, Invoices, and Receipts
I) Any documents (including text, csv, PDF, slide presentation, etc.) that mention "205AE920P00281" OR 
"NETACUITY"
J) Any emails from or to IRS personnel that mention any of the following terms: "205AE920P00281'1 OR 
"Digital Envoy" OR "NETACUITY"
K) Any Industry Day materials, such as slide presentations, Q&A documents, and attendee lists
L) Any instructional materials relating to the use of "Digital Envoy" OR "NETACUITY"
M) Any emails from or to IRS personnel, from or to any party with the email domain "@digitalenvoy.com"

Please limit the time frame of all of these records to April 1, 2020 to the time that this request is processed.

Please release documents on a rolling basis, as they become available.

Also, please waive all fees associated with this request, since I am a member of the news media as a 
reporter for Business Insider. The requested documents are in the public interest and not being made for 
commercial purposes.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or
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411A Highland Ave • •
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CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https://www.muckrock.eom/respond/l 152495/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com___________
E-mail (Preferred):! M6) ^)requests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 118560
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: Tins request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) |/ Institute for Free Speech 2021-23900

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
[■] Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
9/9/2021

Due Date:
10/7/2021

Case Summary:
This FOIA request is asking for disclosure of internal documents and email records that were 
provided in response to a FOIA filed by Attorneys General of New York and/or New Jersey in 
late 2018 or early 2019. Previous FOIA request number is F19303-0111 requested April 24, 
2019.
This related to the development of Revenue Procedure 2018-38. Documents related to the 
Form 990 Redesign Process and Schedule B of that form and specifically documents 
explaining, reporting on, or estimating disclosure risks to the IRS from Form 990 or Schedule 
B release of unredacted documents regarding claims for Charitable contribution deductions or 
gift taxes. And the rationale for changes behind Priority Guidance Plans (PGP) discussed in 
Notice 2014-18 on the reporting of contributions under IRS Section 6033 and related 
documents.

Action Plan:
This FOIA is on-hold pending resolution of the TSA Ticket Request Number 2453.
1. TSA Ticket Number 2453 assigned to Sarah Mann requesting information on the previously 
filed FOIA request number F19303-0111.

2. Possible BU Search Memo depending on resolution of TSA Ticket Number 2453.

Submitted By:
Kimberly Hill

Date:
9/23/2021



To: 1B778079215 From: 12023013399 Date: 09/09/21 Time: 7:46 AM Page: 01/03

w a n s

September 9. 2021

VIA FAX: 877-807-9215, THREE PAGES

Interna] Revenue Service
GLDS Support Services
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request

To Whom This May Concern:

This is a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

I am requesting disclosure of internal documents and email records that were provided in 
response to a FOIA request made by the Attorneys General of New York and/or New 
Jersey in late 2018 or early 2019. 1 believe this information was provided under IRS 
FOIA log request number F19303-0111, and the request was closed on April 24, 2019.

An alternative description of the same documents follows. To be clear. you will fully 
satisfy my request if you provide die documents requested by and disclosed to the 
Attorneys General of New York and/or New' Jersey under their request.

Documents through April 2019 related to the development of Revenue Procedure 2018- 
38; documents related to the Form 990 Redesign Process and Schedule B of (hat form: 
documents explaining, reporting on, or estimating disclosure risks to the IRS from Form 
990, Schedule B; incidents of release of unredacted Schedule Bs of Form 990; whether 
and how the IRS uses Schedule B of Form 990 regarding claims for charitable 
contribution deductions or gift taxes or otherwise enforce the tax laws; documents related 
to the development and the rationale for changes in the Priority Guidance Plans (PGP) 
discussed in Notice 2014-18, and similar notices, on the reporting of contributions under 
IRS Section 6033; and related documents.

If possible, I prefer all documents in electronic form sent to dkeating@ifs.org. 
Alternatively, disclosed documents could be provided in another electronic format such 
as a CD-ROM, thumb drive, or DVD.

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $400. Please inform me if 
the estimated fees will exceed this limit before processing my request.

However, I request a waiver of all fees for this request under 5 U.S.C. Section 
552(a)(4)( A)(iii). Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the public interest

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/09/2021 10:98AM (GMT-09:00)



To: 1B778079215 From: 12023013399 Date: 09/09/21 Time: 7:46 AM Page: 02/03

because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government and is not primarily my commercial interest.

I am making this request for die Institute for Free Speech, which is an educational 
institution requester. This request is made for an educational purpose and not for a 
commercial use.

1 believe I meet the criteria for a fee waiver recognized by the U.S. Justice Department 
in its policy guidance of April 1987 and by the federal courts. See Project on Military 
Procurement v. Department of the Navy, 710 F. Supp. 362, 363, and 365 (D.D.C. 1989). 
My request concerns the operations or activities of the government, and this information 
will be used to help prepare information available to the public on the disclosure risks of 
confidential contribution information on Form 990. Schedule B. Thousands of citizens 
make contributions to organizations that must file Form 990, Schedule B, and most have 
no information about the disclosure risks to their confidential information.

Also, the information sought has informative value or the potential to contribute to public 
understanding. Please note the decision in Elizabeth Eudey r. Central Intelligence 
Agency, 478 F. Supp. 1175, 1176 (D.D.C. 1979), in which the court ruled that even a 
single document has the potential to contribute to public understanding. The Institute for 
Free Speech plans to disseminate this information to the public at large. We plan to use 
the requested information to publish our findings after examining the requested material. 
Our published findings will be disseminated on our website, and we will make it 
available to the news media. Previous reports by our organization have often received 
wide media coverage. Our Free Speech Index was the subject of at least 40 media reports.

We also plan to make these documents available to the public on our website and inform 
the public as to its availability via social media. As our website is open to the public, 
many people will thereby have access to tire information contained in the materials that 
are the subject of this request. To date, this information, which has already been provided 
by the IRS to another requester, is not easily available to the public.

This information will also be used to assess the risks of disclosure of confidential 
contribution information, which directly relates to how the government operates to 
comply with the laws regarding confidentiality and the efficiency and effectiveness of 
such law's and procedures at the IRS.

In your deliberations, please take note of the following cases: Campbell v. U.S. 
Department of Justice, 164 F. 3d 20 (D.C. Ch. 1998) (administrative and seemingly 
repetitious information is not exempt from fee-waiver consideration); Project on Military 
Procurement (agencies cannot reject a fee waiver based on the assumption that the 
information sought is covered by a FOIA exemption): and Landmark Legal Foundation 
v. Internal Revenue Service. 1998 U.S. Disl. LEXIS 21722 (D.D.C. 1998) (the fact that 
the information will soon be turned over to a public body docs not exempt the material 
from fee-waiver consideration).

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/09/2021 10:98AM (GMT-09:00)



To: 18778079215 From: 12023013399 Date: 09/09/21 Time: 7:46 AM Page: 03/03

I look forward to your response within 20 working days, as outlined by the statute.

If you have any questions regarding this request, my daytime telephone number is | (b)(6) |

(b)(6) |. My email address is 
this request.

(b)(6) a)ifs.org. Thank you for your consideration of

Institute for Free Speech
1150 Connecticut Ave. NW. Suite 801
Washington, DC 20036

3
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-24754

Sensitive Case Criteria: Media Requester:
Tech Inquiry

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
9/20/21

Due Date:
10/19/2021

Case Summary:
Requester is a media requester.

In this FOIA request, he seeks Copies of the contracts -- including any subawards and 
modifications -- between Sayari Analytics,
LLC and the US Treasury with PHD 2032H321 F00080 described at 
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/CONT_AWD_2032H321
F00080_2001_2032H321 D00007_2001

Further, he requests copies of all emails between Sayari Analytics and the US Treasury 
relating to this award. (Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2021 To 09/18/2021)

Action Plan:
Construct and send a BU Search Memo to Procurement.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro/Kimberly Hill

Date:
10/6/2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: September 20, 2021______

To: TLS CPU_______________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Woods Jeremy A_____________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 13  Including cover page

Subject: FW: 2021 -FOIA-00898 Request for Feedback ASAP But NLT 9/22/21

Please establish a FOIA case in FOIAXpress with the embedded request below and assign to DO 13 for 
processing. Thanks!

Jeremy Woods, Sr.

Senior Disclosure Analyst

Office of the Associate Director - Disclosure

(b)(6) - Office

(855) 207-0449 - eFax

If you’re an IRS employee with a Disclosure Question, please call our Help Desk at 1-866-591-0860,

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/20/2021 9:11AM (GMT-05:00)
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check out our website at http://discl.web.irs.gov/Default.asp, or send an email to 
*Disclosure@irs.gov<mailto:*Disclosure@irs.gov>.

"The secret of getting things done is to act." -Dante

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this email belongs to the sender which is confidential 
and may be legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity 
named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this email is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this email in error, please immediately delete and destroy all copies of the original email 
and its attachments, and notify the sender.

From: | <b)(6) ^ treasury.qov <bx6 ) |@treasury.qov>
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 7:17 AM
To: Harrop Dalyce Z < (b)(6)______ girs.gov>; Higley Denise <
Jeremy A (b)(6) ^ irs.gov>; White William IV (b)(6)
Cc:| (b )(6) ^ treasury.gov

(b)(6) [@irs.gov>; Woods
— girs.gov>

Subject: 2021-FOIA-00898 Request for Feedback ASAP But NLT 9/22/21

Good morning,

I hope all is well. The records being requested below is a DO contact. Just want to make sure its one 
that you are handling on our behalf and not one being handled by one of our program offices. As always, 
appreciate your response.

OUTLINE OF REQUET

Copies of the contracts -  including any subawards and modifications -  between Sayari Analytics, LLC 
and the US Treasury with PHD 2032H321F00080 described at
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/CONT_AWD_2032H321F00080_2001_2032H321D00007_2001

Further, I am requesting copies of all emails between Sayari Analytics and the US Treasury relating to 
this award. (Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2021 To 09/18/2021)

Cawana Pearson
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/20/2021 9:11AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Case Manager, FOIA and Transparency

Privacy, Transparency, and Records

U.S. Department of the Treasury

Telephone: I (b)<6) I

Email: @treasury.gov<mailto (b)(6) gtreasury.gov>

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09 /20 /2021 9:11AM (G M T-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-24755

Sensitive Case Criteria:
Media requester: Tech Inquiry

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
9/20/21

Due Date:
10/19/2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks copies of the contracts -- including any subawards and modifications -- 
between Elliptic Inc. and the US Treasury with PHD 2032H321 P00033 described at 
https://www.fpds.gov/ezsearch/search.do?
indexName=awardfull&templateName=1.5.1&s=FPOS.GOV& 
q=2032H321P00033.

Further, he requests copies of all emails between representatives of Elliptic and the US 
Treasury relating to this award. (Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2021 To 
09/18/2021).

Action Plan:
Construct and send a BU Search Memo to Procurement for responsive records.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro/Kimberly Hill

Date:
10/6/2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: September 20, 2021______

To: TLS CPU_______________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Woods Jeremy A_____________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 13  Including cover page

Subject: FW: 2021 -FOIA-00897 Request for Feedback ASAP But NLT 09/22/21

Please establish a FOIA case in FOIAXpress with the request embedded below and assign to DO 13 for 
processing. Thanks!

Jeremy Woods, Sr.

Senior Disclosure Analyst

Office of the Associate Director - Disclosure

(b)(6) - Office

(855) 207-0449 - eFax

If you’re an IRS employee with a Disclosure Question, please call our Help Desk at 1-866-591-0860, 
check out our website at http://discl.web.irs.gov/Default.asp, or send an email to 
*Disclosure@irs.gov<mailto:*Disclosure@irs.gov>.

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/20/2021 9:09AM (GMT-05:00)
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"The secret of getting things done is to act.” -Dante

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this email belongs to the sender which is confidential 
and may be legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity 
named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this email is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this email in error, please immediately delete and destroy all copies of the original email 
and its attachments, and notify the sender.

gtreasury.gov <| (b)(6) l@treasury.gov>
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 7:09 AM
From: <b)<6>

To: Harrop DalyceZ
Jeremy A <[ (b)(6)

Cc: (b)(6) gtreasury.gov

(b)(6) ^ irs.gov>; Higley Denise (b)(6) ]@irs.gov>; Woods
2girs.gov>; White William IV <| (b)(6) ^ irs.gov>

Subject: 2021-FOIA-00897 Request for Feedback ASAP But NLT 09/22/21

Good morning,

I hope all is well. The records being requested below is a DO contact. Just want to make sure its one 
that you are handling on our behalf and not one being handled by one of our program offices. As always, 
appreciate your response.

OUTLINE OF REQUEST

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

Copies of the contracts -  including any subawards and modifications -  between Elliptic Inc. and the US
Treasury with PHD 2032H321P00033 described at
https://www.fpds.gov/ezsearch/search.do?indexName=awardfull&templateName=1.5.1 &s=FP DS.GOV& 
q=2032H321 P00033

Further, we are requesting copies of all emails between representatives of Elliptic and the US Treasury 
relating to this award. (Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2021 To 09/18/2021)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/20/2021 9:09AM (GMT-05:00)
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Cawana Pearson

FOIA Case Manager, FOIA and Transparency

Privacy, Transparency, and Records

U.S. Department of the Treasury

Telephone: (b)(6)

Email: (b)(6) fetreasury.gov<mailto (b)(6) gtreasury.gov>

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/20/2021 9:09AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) Tech lnquiry.org 2021-25256

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
September 24, 2021

Due Date:
October 25, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request asks for the following records.

1. Copies of contract number 2032H8-21-C-00039, including any modifications; and
2. Copies of all emails between representatives of Babel Street and the US Treasury relating 
to contract number 2032H8-21 -C-00039.

Action Plan:
send BU search memo to Procurement for a copy of the contract
request for emails needs to be perfected (provide a time period and IRS employee(s) or office 
location(s) emails to search)

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
September 28, 2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: September 24, 2021______

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Friday, September 24, 2021 11:10AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 24, 2021 11:10:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/24/2021 11:40AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Tech Inquiry

Email

(b)(6) gtechinquiry.org<mailto (b)(6) gtechinquiry.org>

Request
Request ID

261291

Confirmation ID

260766

Request description

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records: Copies of the 
contract -  including any modifications -  between Babel Street and the IRS with PHD 2032H821C00039 
described at
https://www.fpds.gov/ezsearch/search.do?indexName=awardfull&templateName=1.5.1 &s=FP DS.GOV& 
q=2032H821 C00039 Further, we are requesting copies of all emails between representatives of Babel
Street and the US Treasury relating to this award.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/24/2021 11:40AM (GMT-04:00>
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

This request is being submitted by the non-profit Tech Inquiry for the public interest purpose of 
documenting the scope of social media collection by the IRS -  particularly as it relates to civil liberties 
and enforcement on small businesses and the self-employed.

Willing to pay

25.00

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

add ress_state_pro vince

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p rocessi ng

f ee_amo u nt_wi 11 i ng

fee_waiver

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/24/2021 11:40AM (GMT-04:00)
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fee_waiver_explanation

name first

name last

phone_number

request_category

request_description

261291

260766

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

Tech Inquiry

(b)(6) @techinquiry.org<mailto (b)(6) gtechinquiry.org>

no

25.G0

yes

This request is being submitted by the non-profit Tech Inquiry for the public interest purpose of 
documenting the scope of social media collection by the IRS -  particularly as it relates to civil liberties 
and enforcement on small businesses and the self-employed.

(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records: Copies of the 
contract -  including any modifications -  between Babel Street and the IRS with PHD 2032H821C00039 
described at
https://www.fpds.gov/ezsearch/search.do?indexNarne=awardfull&templateName=1.5.1 &s=FP DS.GOV& 
q=2032H821 C00039 Further, we are requesting copies of all emails between representatives of Babel
Street and the US Treasury relating to this award.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/24/2021 11:40AM (GMT-04:00>



09/24/2021 11:38:56 AM -0400 IRS PAGE 5 OF 6

FOIA Request 261291

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 24, 2021 11:10:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipaiiy/Organization
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
II)

261291

260766

Request 
description

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records: Copies of the contra 
modifications -  between Babel Street and the IRS with PHD 203211821C00039 described at
https ://www.fpds.gov/ezsearch'search.do?indexName=awardfull&teniplateName= 1.5. l&s=FPDS.GOV<! 
Further, we arc requesting copies of all emails between representatives of Babel Street and the US Trcasi 
award.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category&  * media

Fee waiver yes
This request is being submitted by the non-profit Tech Inquiry' for the public

Explanation interest purpose of documenting the scope of social media collection by the IRS -  
particularly as it relates to civil liberties and enforcement on small businesses and 
the self-employed.
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Willing to pay 25.00

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09 /24 /2021 11:40AM (GM T-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2021-25538

Sensitive Case Criteria: N e w s  M e d i a

IH Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
September 30, 2021

Due Date:
October 29, 2021

Case Summary:
Names of Tax Exempt Organizations referenced in Table 1. Excise Taxes Reported by 
Charities, Private Foundations, and Split-Interest Trusts on Form 4720 for calendar year 2020 
listed on the IRS web page, SOI Tax stats.

Action Plan:
Prepare response letter denying access to the information and to advise the requester that to 
the extent the information exists, it would not be releasable under FOIA exemption 6103 as it is 
tax information of a party which she does not have authorization to receive.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
October 4, 2021
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SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: September 30, 2021______

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2021 7:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 29, 2021 07:10:07pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/30/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

(b)(6)

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Company/Organization

MarketWatch

Email

(b)(6) gmarket watch .com<mailto| (b)(6) g marketwatch ,com>

Request
Request ID

263636

Confirmation ID

263111

Request description

Greetings: I would like to request the names of tax-exempt organizations referenced in the following: 
Table 1. Excise Taxes Reported by Charities, Private Foundations, and Split-Interest Trusts on Form 
4720 Calendar Year 2020, which is listed on the IRS web page SOI Tax Stats - Charities & Other 
Tax-Exempt Organizations Statistics. I would like: 1) The names and tax ID numbers of the 524 
organizations whose returns are referenced in Column B Row 5. These are the organization that paid tax 
on undistributed income. 2) The names and tax ID numbers of the 302 organizations whose returns are 
referenced in Column B Row 6. These are the organizations that paid tax on excess executive 
compensation. Thank you.

Supporting documentation
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/30/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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Fees
Request category ID 

media

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay 

$200

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped ited_p recessing

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast

request_category

request_description

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/30/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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263636

263111

(b)(6)

United States

MarketWatch

(b)(6) ^marketwatch.com<mailto| (b)(6) g) marketwatch .com>

no

$200

no

(b)(6)

media

Greetings: I would like to request the names of tax-exempt organizations referenced in the following: 
Table 1. Excise Taxes Reported by Charities, Private Foundations, and Split-Interest Trusts on Form 
4720 Calendar Year 2020, which is listed on the IRS web page SOI Tax Stats - Charities & Other 
Tax-Exempt Organizations Statistics. I would like: 1) The names and tax ID numbers of the 524 
organizations whose returns are referenced in Column B Row 5. These are the organization that paid tax 
on undistributed income. 2) The names and tax ID numbers of the 302 organizations whose returns are 
referenced in Column B Row 6. These are the organizations that paid tax on excess executive 
compensation. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/30/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 263636

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 29, 2021 07:10:07pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Company/Organization
Email

MarketWatch
(b)(6) i71marketwatch.com

- y

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

263636

263111

Greetings: I would like to request the names of tax-exempt organizations referenced 
in the following: Table 1. Excise Taxes Reported by Charities, Private Foundations, 
and Split-Interest Trusts on Form 4720 Calendar Year 2020, which is listed on the

Request 
description

IRS web page SOI Tax Stats - Charities & Other Tax-Exempt Organizations 
Statistics. I would like: 1) The names and tax II) numbers of the 524 organizations 
whose returns are referenced in Column B Row 5. These are the organization that 
paid tax on undistributed income. 2) The names and tax ID numbers of the 302 
organizations whose returns are referenced in Column B Row 6. These are the 
organizations that paid tax on excess executive compensation. Thank you.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver
Willing to pay

media
no 
$200

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/30/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 09/30/2021 8:02AM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) , of Due Diligence Group LLC 2022-02182

Sensitive Case Criteria: Congressional Attention

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
November 02, 2021

Due Date:
December 02, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester seeks the Congressional Correspondence Logs maintained for U.S. Senator 
Ronald Harold Johnson by the IRS Office Legislative Affairs from October 21,2019, to 
October 21,2021.

Action Plan:
Sent Search Memorandum to Office of Legislative Affairs - processing responsive records.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
November 17, 2021



11/02/2021 5:24:33 AM -0500 IRS

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 6

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: November 02, 2021_______

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Griffin John H________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 1,2021 7:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 01,2021 07:10:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/02/2021 5:26AM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

20711 Holt Avenue,

#982

City

Lakeville

State/Province

MN

Postal Code

55044

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Due Diligence Group LLC

Email

records@duediligencegroupllc.com<mailto:records@duediligencegroupllc.com>

Request
Request ID

279661

Confirmation ID

279136

Request description

The following request is being made in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. A§ 
552). I am requesting copies of the following records: Congressional Correspondence Logs: I am 
requesting copies of the Congressional Correspondence logs maintained for U.S. Senator Ronald Harold 
Johnson by the IRS Office Legislative Affairs from October 21,2019, to October 21,2021.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/02/2021 5:26AM (GMT-05:00)
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Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 

other

Fee waiver 

no

Willing to pay 

100

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_line2

address_state_province

add ress_z i p_posta l_cod e

company_organization

email

exped it ed_p rocessi ng

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

name_first

namejast
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/02/2021 5:26AM (GMT-05:00)
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phone_number

request_category

request_description

279661

279136

Lakeville

United States

20711 Holt Avenue,

#982

MN

55044

Due Diligence Group LLC

records@duediligencegroupllc.com<mailto:records@duediligencegroupllc.com>

no

100

no

(b)(6)

other

The following request is being made in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. A§ 
552). I am requesting copies of the following records: Congressional Correspondence Logs: I am 
requesting copies of the Congressional Correspondence logs maintained for U.S. Senator Ronald Harold 
Johnson by the IRS Office Legislative Affairs from October 21,2019, to October 21,2021.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/02/2021 5:26AM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 279661

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 01. 2021 07:10:02pm ET. and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

20711 Holt Avenue.
^982
Lakeville
MX
55044
United States

(b)(6)

Due Diligence Group LLC
records@duediligencegroupllc.com

Request

Request ID 279661
Confirmation ID 279136

Ihe following request is being made in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552). I am requesting copies of the following records:

descri tion Congressional Correspondence Logs; I am requesting copies of the Congressional 
Correspondence logs maintained for U.S. Senator Ronald Harold Johnson by the 
IRS Office Legislative Affairs from October 21. 2019. to October 21. 2021.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID other
Fee waiver no
Willing to pay 100

Expedited processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/02/2021 5:26AM (GMT-05:00)
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Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/02/2021 5:26AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
MuckRock News

Case number:
2022-04566

Sensitive Case Criteria: Member o f the |\je w  Media

B]  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 10, 2021

Due Date:
January 11,2022

Case Summary:
Requester seeks various information on any and all emails related to terms "ID.ME"; “ID ME”; 
"TroopSwap"; "Troop ID"... including instructional materials and contracts that may exist 
between ID.me - otherwise known as ID.ME, INC., and a 'department.'

Action Plan:
Plan to contact requester to seek for rescope/clarification.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through Bernard McDade

Date:
December 13, 2021



IA

MUCKROCK NEWS 
DEPT MR 121668 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

PL2T30 P1 S13437 AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303
Internal Revenue Service
Foia Office
PO Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006

....................... .

DEC I  02021
G L D S ^ p p o r t Services

Atlanta, GA

November 30, 2021

ID
C
04
24
A
05
A
0A
A
A
 0
1 
34
37
 0
1 
01
 0
00
00
0

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act I hereby request the following records:

1) Any and all emails sent to members of the department -  including the commissioner, or emails sent 
through any contact form -  from people not belonging to the department that mention any of the following 
terms:
"ID.ME"
"ID ME"
"TroopSwap"
"Troop ID"
(Note from requester: I want to receive emails sent by citizens who have had issues with ID.me and want to 
tell the department. I understand this request may involve the redaction of a lot of personally identifiable 
information, which may slow down the processing of my request. So if there is a better way for me to 
narrow my search, such as asking only for the results of a complaint form you may have, please let me 
know.)

2) Any instructional materials (including text, csv, PDF, slide presentation, etc.) created by the department 
OR ID.me relating to the use or functionality of "ID.me"

3) Any emails from or to agency personnel, from or to any party with the email domain "@id.me"

4) Any documents relating to a contract that may exist between ID.me (otherwise known as ID.ME, INC., 
with the DUNS 963267179) and this department. These documents may include: Contract Documents, 
Award Documents, Performance of Work / Performance Work Statements, Statement of Work Documents, 
Memorandums of Understanding, Purchase Order Documents, Wage Determination Documents, Invoice 
Documents, Receipt Documents, Order for Supplies and Services Documents, Items and Prices Documents, 
Delivery Schedule Documents, Bid Details Documents, Sole Source / Sole Source Justification Documents, 
Privacy Impact Assessment Documents, Solicitation Documents, Amendment of Solicitation Documents, 
Amendment of Contract Documents, Provisions Statement for Third Party Software Licenses and 
Maintenance, Licenses And Services Agreements, Terms and Conditions Documents, Request for 
Information (RFI) Documents, Reseller Agreement Documents, Industry Day materials (such as slide 
presentations, Q&A documents, and attendee lists).

Please limit the time frame of all of these records to March 1, 2020 to the time that this request is 
processed.
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 121668
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
12166 8-50149468@requests.muckrock.com

i

Please release documents on a rolling basis, as they become available.

Also, please waive all fees associated with this request, since I am a member of the news media as a 
reporter for Business Insider. The requested documents are in the public interest and not being made for 
commercial purposes.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
http s ://www .muckrock. com/respon d/1203622/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred): (b)(6) §)requests. muckrock, com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 121668
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeiiverable.
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Page 0856 to Page 0884

pursuant to exemption

i:26 U.S.C. §6103

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) Bloomberg News 2022-00501

Sensitive Case Criteria. Bloomberg News

IH Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 8, 2021 (reassigned from DO 07)

Due Date:
November 8, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester is asking for Forms 4720 for several private foundations.

Action Plan:
Search memo to be prepared and submitted to the RAAS Office to search for responsive 
documents.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
October 15, 2021



10/08/2021 6:48:46 AM -0400 IRS

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

PAGE 1 OF 7

SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: October 08, 2021________

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, October 7, 2021 4:50 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted October 07, 2021 04:50:12pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/08/2021 6:50AM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6) |

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

731 Lexington Avenue

City

New York

State/Province

New York

Postal Code

10022

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Fax

6462685005

Company/Organization

Bloomberg News

Email

(b)(6) ^bloom berg.net<m ailto^(b)(6)^^gbloomberg.net>

Request
Request ID

268376

Confirmation ID

267851

Request description

The below requests are all for schedule 4720s for 501 (c)(3) exempt private foundations whose returns 
indicated that they needed to file a schedule 4720. For each organization, I seek the 4720 for the years 
noted below. For Perelman Family Charitable Trust I, EIN 82-6501838 I seek the schedule 4720 of years

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10 /08 /2021 6:50AM (G M T-04:00)
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2017, 2018 and 2019. For Perelman Family Charitable Trust II, EIN 82-6504037, I seek the schedule 
4720 for 2017 and 2018. For Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida Community Foundation EIN 
30-6397170 I seek schedule 4720 for 2013. For Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida Education 
Foundation EIN 30-63971712,1 seek schedule 4720 for 2013. For Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida 
Judaica Foundation EIN 30-6397171,1 seek schedule 4720 for 2013.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

This information is requested in relation to a story being written on the operation of certain 501(c)(3) 
exempt private foundations that have indicated on their tax returns that they engaged in credit 
transactions with disqualified individuals, and that I expect will contribute to the public’s understanding of 
the operation of such foundations and their oversight by the Federal Government.

Willing to pay

$200

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing

yes

Explanation

I am a journalist working for a national news organization who is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information. I am seeking information relating to potential abuse of 501 (c)(3) organizations for a story that 
will be in the public interest.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

address_line1

address_state_province
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/08/2021 6:50AM (GMT-04:00)
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address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

expedited_processing_explanation

fax_number

fee_amount_willing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

namejast

phone_number

request_category

request_description

268376

267851

New York

United States

731 Lexington Avenue

New York

10022

Bloomberg News

(b)(6) ^ bloombergmet<mailto:tmaloney38@bloomberg.net>

yes

I am a journalist working for a national news organization who is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information. I am seeking information relating to potential abuse of 501 (c)(3) organizations for a story that 
will be in the public interest.

6462685005

$200

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/08/2021 6:50AM (GMT-04:00)
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yes

This information is requested in relation to a story being written on the operation of certain 501 (c)(3) 
exempt private foundations that have indicated on their tax returns that they engaged in credit 
transactions with disqualified individuals, and that I expect will contribute to the public’s understanding of 
the operation of such foundations and their oversight by the Federal Government.

(b)(6)

media

The below requests are all for schedule 4720s for 501 (c)(3) exempt private foundations whose returns 
indicated that they needed to file a schedule 4720. For each organization, I seek the 4720 for the years 
noted below. For Perelman Family Charitable Trust I, EIN 82-6501838 I seek the schedule 4720 of years 
2017, 2018 and 2019. For Perelman Family Charitable Trust II, EIN 82-6504037,1 seek the schedule 
4720 for 2017 and 2018. For Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida Community Foundation EIN 
30-6397170 I seek schedule 4720 for 2013. For Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida Education 
Foundation EIN 30-63971712,1 seek schedule 4720 for 2013. For Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida 
Judaica Foundation EIN 30-6397171,1 seek schedule 4720 for 2013.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/08/2021 6:50AM (GMT-04:00)
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FOIA Request 268376

The following list contains the entire submission submitted October 07. 2021 04:50:12pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
(b)(6)

Last name
Mailing Address 731 Lexington Avenue
City Xew York
State/Province Xew York
Postal Code 10022
Country United States
Phone (b)(6)

Fax 6462685005
Conipany/Organization Bloomberg News
Email (b)(6) $blo omberg.net

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

268376

267851

The below requests are all for schedule 4720s for 501(c)(3) exempt private 
foundations whose returns indicated that they needed to file a schedule 4720. For 
each organization. I seek the 4720 for the years noted below. For Perelman Family 
Charitable Trust I, EIX 82-6501838 I seek the schedule 4720 of years 2017. 2018

Request 
description

and 2019. For Perelman Family Charitable Trust II. EIN 82-6504037,1 seek the 
schedule 4720 for 2017 and 2018. For Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida 
Community Foundation EIN 30-6397170 I seek schedule 4720 for 2013. For 
Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida Education Foundation EIN 30-63971712,1 
seek schedule 4720 for 2013. For Raymond and Ruth Perelman Florida Judaica 
Foundation EIN 30-6397171,1 seek schedule 4720 for 2013.

Supporting documentation

Fees

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/08/2021 6:50AM (GMT-04:00)
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Willing to pay $200

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

media

ves
This information is requested in relation to a story being written on the operation of 
certain 501(c)(3) exempt private foundations that have indicated on their tax returns

Explanation that they engaged in credit transactions with disqualified individuals, and that I 
expect will contribute to the public's understanding of the operation of such 
foundations and their oversight by the Federal Government.

Expedited processing

Expedited
1 V6SProcessing

Explanation

I am a journalist working for a national news organization who is primarily 
engaged in disseminating information. I am seeking information relating to 
potential abuse of 501(c)(3) organizations for a story that will be in the public 
interest.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10 /08 /2021 6:50AM (GMT-QL+:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_____ (b)(6)_____ Tax Analysts 2022-00937

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 14, 2021

Due Date:
November 12, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks documents related to Business Systems Modernization 
(BSM) policies for purchase, lease, or internal programming, as well as policies and 
procedures for the implementation, testing, performance of, and improvements to computer 
applications called "artificial intelligence" ("Al").

Action Plan:
BU search memo will be sent to the IT FOIA FC

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
October 18, 2021



To: +18778079215 Page: 1 of 4 2021-10-14 20:28:30 GMT 202 315-3553 From: Con Hitchcock

October 14,2021

Interna] Revenue Service
GLDS Support Services
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

FOIA REQUEST-FEE WAIVER REQUESTED

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 
$552 (“FOIA"), on behalf of Tax Analysts,

The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS Business 
Systems Modernization (BSM) Division chief information technology office(r). 
These documents relate to IRS BSM policies for purchase, lease, or internal 
programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, 
performance of, and improvements to computer applications called "artificial 
intelligence" (hereafter: “AI").

Specifically, on IRS BSM AI policies and procedures:

1) All current policies at BSM related to selection of AT projects and programs, 
and other written guidance and instructions binding on relevant IRS 
employees and offices;

2) All current policies al BSM related to deciding which Al applications should 
be purchased from outside third-party vendors, and which the IRS should 
program itself;

3) All current policies at BSM related to testing AI applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply writh relevant 
federal law and regulations (please enumerate);

4) All current policies at BSM related to measuring the performance of AI 
applications, and how Al results are judged compared with either previous 
tools and processes on the same or similar tasks, or with comparable non-AI 
program results on the same or similar tasks;

5) All current policies at BSM related to AI application testing performed by 
the division, or by third-party vendors or other outside organizations, to 
assure that application inputs or outputs are accurate and non-hiased

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 U:31PM (GMT-04:00)



To: +18778079215 Page: 2 of 4 2021-10-14 20:28:30 GMT 202 315-3553 From: Con Hitchcock

consciously or unconsciously toward any taxpayer groups based on race, 
gender, sexual orientation income, national origin or other non-tax 
administration reasons.

Further, on current TRS BSM AI software applications:

6) Current inventory of BSM AI software applications identified by the 
following categories:

a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or 
other agency or organization);

b) BSM project name;
c) summary description of Al project task(s);
d) BSM purpose or goal of current Al applications (fiscal recovery, 

process improvement, etc.);
e) date of Al application implementation;
f) dollar value of AI application (either lease or purchase cost and 

payment schedule, or estimated cost since implementation date);
g) summary of AI application results by project, and to-date (fiscal, 

process improvement, etc.);
7) All IRS BSM procedures undertaken to assure that neither data inputs to an 

AI application, internal AI algorithms or other software instructions 
(whether third-party vendor, IRS programmed, or lent or used from another 
agency), or AI application results are biased consciously or unconsciously 
on account of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national 
origin, or other non-tax administration reason.

Finally, on IRS BSM Al results:

8) AH reports issued over the last three years related to AI selection, 
implementation, testing, and/or results, from BSM AI management office to 
the IRS commissioner, or by any BOD to BSM or to the IRS commissioner, 
reporting results of fiscal recovery of unpaid or uncollected taxes, or any 
other substantial materials gains or losses in either fiscal or internal IRS 
processes, through use of AI applications.

9) All reports over the last three years, and related policies, on testing of BSM 
AI applications, or the algorithms that make Ais operate, to assure that AI 
applications themselves do not express conscious or unconscious 
programmer or other biases against taxpayers by race, gender, sexual 
orientation, income, national origin, or other non-tax administration reason.
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These disclosures are in the public interest. According to Tax Notes Today, the 
daily federal tax news publication of Tax Analysts, IRS Commissioner Charles 
Rettig has been promoting natural language processing, robotics, and other AI- 
related technologies since at least 2019 (Doc 2021-19884). The IRS's Small 
Business/Self-Employed Division has been using AI in the automated collection 
system, while the Wage and Investment Division uses chatbots to answer taxpayer 
questions about economic impact payments. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the use of AI in government. Yet reasonable questions about the social 
risks and public accountability of these often-opaque AI applications remain 
mostly✓ unanswered. 

1 do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for the 
applicability of fees, you should know that I am the senior reporter at Tax Notes 
Today, the online daily federal tax news publication of the nonprofit 'fax Analysts, 
available through its website, https:/Avww.taxnotes.com/home.

While Tax Analysts is willing to pay reasonable fees, we hereby request a waiver 
of all fees. Tax Analysts is a non-profit organization and a representative of the 
news media that is entitled to such a waiver under FOIA. Tax Analysts gathers 
information on tax-related issues, and it prepares and disseminates a number of 
publications on matters of current interest pertaining to taxation. Over the years, 
Tax Analysts has made a number of FOIA requests to the Internal Revenue Service 
and other governmental bodies, and fees have routinely been waived. Disclosure of 
the requested records is in the public interest.

Although we do not believe that the records or any portion thereof may be 
withheld, our request for disclosure extends to any reasonably segregable portions 
of those reports.

We are willing to discuss ways to facilitate your processing of this request. Please 
contact the undersigned if you believe that this would be helpful.

If we have not received a reply within 20 working days, we will deem this request 
to have been denied.

Please acknowledge your receipt of this request. Thank you in advance for your 
attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 4:31PM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

senior reporter, IRS
Tax Notes Today
400 South Maple Avenue, Suite 400
Falls Church, VA 22046
c. 
P 
e.

(b)(6)

gtaxanalysts.org

cc: (b)(6)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_____ (b)(6)_____ Tax Analysts 2022-00954

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 14, 2021

Due Date:
November 12, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks documents related to W&l’s policies for purchase, lease, or 
internal programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, 
performance of, and improvements to computer applications called "artificial 
intelligence" ("Al").

Action Plan:
send BU search memo will be sent to the W&l FOIA FC

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
October 18, 2021
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FAX COVER SHEET

COVER MESSAGE

TO IRS FOIA Request
COMPANY HQ FOIA
FAX NUMBER 18778079215
FROM (b)(6)

DATE 2021-10-14 20:42:49 GMT
RE W&l Al FOIA request

Submitted by Tax Analysts p e r | (b)(6)

(b)(6)
gtaxanalysts.org
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October 14,2021

Interna] Revenue Service
GLDS Support Services
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

FOIA REQUEST-FEE WAIVER REQUESTED

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C, 
$552 (“FOIA"), on behalf of Tax Analysts.

The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS Wage and 
Investment Division’s chief information technology office(r). These documents 
relate to IRS W&I policies for purchase, lease, or internal programming, as well as 
policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, performance of, and 
improvements to computer applications called “artificial intelligence" (hereafter: 
"AI").

Specifically, on IRS W&I AI policies and procedures:

1) All current policies at. W&I related to selection of AI projects and programs, 
and other written guidance and instructions binding on relevant IRS 
employees and offices;

2) All current policies at W&I related to deciding which AI applications should 
be purchased from outside third-party vendors, and which the IRS should 
program itself;

3) All current policies at W&I related to testing AI applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply with relevant 
federal law and regulations (please enumerate);

4) All current policies at W&I related to measuring the performance of AI 
applications, and how Al results are judged compared with either previous 
tools and processes on the same or similar tasks, or with comparable non-AI 
program results on the same or similar tasks;

5) All current policies at W&I related to Al application testing performed by 
the division, or by third-party vendors or other outside organizations, to 
assure that application inputs or outputs are accurate and non-biased

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 3:46PM (GMT-05:00)
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consciously or unconsciously toward any taxpayer groups based on race, 
gender, sexual orientation income, national origin or other non-tax 
administration reasons.

Further, on current IRS W&I AI software applications:

6) Current inventory of W&I AI software applications identified by the 
following categories:

a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or 
other agency or organization);

b) W&I project name;
c) summary description of Al project task(s);
d) W&I purpose or goal of current AI applications (fiscal recovery, 

process improvement, etc.);
e) date of AI application implementation;
f) dollar value of AI application (either lease or purchase cost and 

payment schedule, or estimated cost since implementation date );
g) summary of AI application results by project, and to-date (fiscal, 

process improvement, etc.);
7) All IRS W&I procedures undertaken to assure that neither data inputs to an 

AI application, internal AI algorithms or other software instructions 
(whether third-party vendor, IRS programmed, or lent or used from another 
agency ), or AI application results are biased consciously or unconsciously 
on account of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national 
origin, or other non-tax administration reason.

Finally, on IRS W&l AI results:

8) All reports issued over the last three years related to AI selection, 
implementation, testing, and/or results, from W & fs Al management office 
to the IRS commissioner, or by any BOD to W&I or to the IRS 
commissioner, reporting results of fiscal recovery of unpaid or uncollected 
taxes, or any other substantial materials gains or losses in either fiscal or 
internal IRS processes, through use of Al applications.

9) All reports over the last three years, and related policies, on testing of W&I 
AI applications, or the algorithms that make Ais operate, to assure that AI 
applications themselves do not express conscious or unconscious 
programmer or other biases against taxpayers by race, gender, sexual 
orientation, income, national origin, or other non-tax administration reason.
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These disclosures are in the public interest. According to Tax Notes Today, the 
daily federal tax news publication of Tax Analysts, IRS Commissioner Charles 
Rettig has been promoting natural language processing, robotics, and other AI- 
related technologies since at least 2019 (Doc 2021-19884). The IRS's Small 
Business/Self-Employed Division has been using AI in the automated collection 
system, while the Wage and Investment Division uses chatbots to answer taxpayer 
questions about economic impact payments. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the use of AI in government. Yet reasonable questions about the social 
risks and public accountability of these often-opaque AI applications remain 
mostly✓ unanswered. 

1 do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for the 
applicability of fees, you should know that I am the senior reporter at Tax Notes 
Today, the online daily federal tax news publication of the nonprofit Tax Analysts, 
available through its website, https://www.taxnotes.com/home.

While Tax Analysts is willing to pay reasonable fees, we hereby request a waiver 
of all fees. Tax Analysts is a non-profit organization and a representative of the 
news media that is entitled to such a waiver under FOIA. Tax Analysts gathers 
information on tax-related issues, and it prepares and disseminates a number of 
publications on matters of current interest pertaining to taxation. Over the years, 
Tax Analysts has made a number of FOIA requests to the Internal Revenue Service 
and other governmental bodies, and fees have routinely been waived. Disclosure of 
the requested records is in the public interest.

Although we do not believe that the records or any portion thereof may be 
withheld, our request for disclosure extends to any reasonably segregable portions 
of those reports.

We are willing to discuss ways to facilitate your processing of this request. Please 
contact the undersigned if you believe that this would be helpful.

If we have not received a reply within 20 working days, we will deem this request 
to have been denied.

Please acknowledge your receipt of this request. Thank you in advance for your 
attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2021 3:96PM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6)

senior reporter, IRS
Tax Notes Today
400 South Maple Avenue, Suite 400
Falls Church, VA 22046
c.
P- 
e.

(b)(6)

gtaxanalysts.org

cc: (b)(6)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: 
_____ (b)(6)_____ Tax Analysts

Case number:
2022-00958

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 14, 2021

Due Date:
November 12, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks documents related to IRS Office of Chief Counsel policies 
for purchase, lease, or internal programming, as well as policies and procedures for the 
implementation, testing, performance of, and improvements to computer applications called 
"artificial intelligence" ("Al").

Action Plan:
BU search memo will be sent to the Chief Counsel FOIA FC

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
October 19, 2021
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FAX COVER SHEET
TO IRS FOIA Request
COMPANY HQ FOIA
FAX NUMBER 18778079215
FROM (b)(6)

DATE 2021-10-14 20:50:34 GMT
RE OCC Al FOIA request

COVER MESSAGE
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October 14,2021

Internal Revenue Service
GLDS Support Services
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
FOIA REQUEST -  FEE WAIVER REQUESTED

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 
§552 ("FOIA"), on behalf of Tax Analysts.

The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS Office of Chief 
Counsel’s (OCC) chief information technology office(r). These documents relate 
to IRS OCC policies for purchase, lease, or internal programming, as well as 
policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, performance of, and 
improvements to computer applications called "artificial intelligence5’ (hereafter: 
"AI”).

Specifically, on IRS OCC AI policies and procedures:

1) All current policies at OCC related to selection of AI projects and programs, 
and other written guidance and instructions binding on relevant IRS 
employees and offices;

2) All current policies at OCC related to deciding which AI applications should 
be purchased from outside third-party vendors, and which the IRS should 
program itself

3) AH current policies at OCC related to testing AI applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply with relevant 
federal law and regulations (please enumerate);

4) AH current policies at OCC related to measuring the performance of AI 
applications, and how AI results arc judged compared with cither previous 
tools and processes on the same or similar tasks, or with comparable non-AI 
program results on the same or similar tasks;

5) AH current policies at OCC related to Al application testing performed by 
the division, or by third-party vendors or other outside organizations, to 
assure that application inputs or outputs are accurate and non-biased 
consciously or unconsciously toward any taxpayer groups based on race,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 3:54PM (GMT-05:00)
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gender, sexual orientation income, national origin or other non-tax 
administration reasons.

Further, on current TRS OCC AI software applications:

6) Current inventory of OCC AI software applications identified by the 
following categories:

a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or 
other agency or organization);

b) OCC project name;
c) summary description of AI project task(s);
d) OCC purpose or goal of current Al applications (fiscal recover}', 

process improvement, etc.);
c) date of Al application implementation;
f) dollar value of Al application (either lease or purchase cost and 

payment schedule, or estimated cost since implementation date);
g) summary of AI application results by project, and to-date (fiscal, 

process improvement, etc.);
7) All IRS OCC procedures undertaken to assure that neither data inputs to an 

AI application, internal Al algorithms or other software instructions 
(whether third-party vendor, IRS programmed, or lent or used from another 
agency ), or AI application results are biased consciously or unconsciously 
on account of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national 
origin, or other non-tax administration reason.

Finally, on IRS OCC AI results:

8) All reports issued over the last three years related to AI selection, 
implementation, testing, and/or results, from OCC AI management office to 
the IRS commissioner, or by any BOD to OCC or to the IRS commissioner, 
reporting results of fiscal recovery of unpaid or uncollected taxes, or any 
other substantial materials gains or losses in either fiscal or internal IRS 
processes, through use of Al applications.

9) All reports over the last three years, and related policies, on testing of OCC 
AI applications, or the algorithms that make Ais operate, to assure that AI 
applications themselves do not express conscious or unconscious 
programmer or other biases against taxpayers by race, gender, sexual 
orientation, income, national origin, or other non-tax administration reason.
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These disclosures are in the public interest. According to Tax Noles Today, the 
daily federal tax news publication of Tax Analysts. IRS Commissioner Charles 
Rettig has been promoting natural language processing, robotics, and other Al- 
related technologies since at least 2019 (Doc 2021-19884). The IRS's Small 
Business/Self-Employed Division has been using AI in the automated collection 
system, while the Wage and Investment Division uses chatbots to answer taxpayer 
questions about economic impact payments. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the use of AI in government. Yet reasonable questions about the social 
risks and public accountability of these often-opaque AI applications remain 
mostly✓ unanswered. 

1 do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for the 
applicability of fees, you should know that I am the senior reporter at Tax Notes 
Today, the online daily federal tax news publication of the nonprofit 'fax Analysts, 
available through its website, https://www.taxnotes.com/home.

While Tax Analysts is willing to pay reasonable fees, we hereby request a waiver 
of all fees. Tax Analysts is a non-profit organization and a representative of the 
news media that is entitled to such a waiver under FOIA. Tax Analysts gathers 
information on tax-related issues, and it prepares and disseminates a number of 
publications on matters of current interest pertaining to taxation. Over the years. 
Tax Analysts has made a number of FOIA requests to the Internal Revenue Service 
and other governmental bodies, and fees have routinely been waived. Disclosure of 
the requested records is in the public interest.

Although we do not believe that the records or any portion thereof may be 
withheld, our request for disclosure extends to any reasonably segregable portions 
of those reports.

We are willing to discuss ways to facilitate your processing of this request. Please 
contact the undersigned if you believe that this would be helpful.

If we have not received a reply within 20 working days, we will deem this request 
to have been denied.

Please acknowledge your receipt of this request. Thank you in advance for your 
attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 3:54PM (GMT-05:00)
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__________(b)(6)__________

senior reporter, IRS
Tax Notes Today
400 South Maple Avenue, Suite 400
Falls Church, VA 22046
c.
P- 
e.

(b)(6)

® taxanalysts.org

cc: (b)(6)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_____ (b)(6)_____  Tax Analysts 2022-00966

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 14, 2021

Due Date:
November 12, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks documents related to LB&I policies for purchase, lease, or 
internal programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, 
performance of, and improvements to computer applications called "artificial 
intelligence" ("Al").

Action Plan:
BU search memo will be sent to the LB&I FOIA FC

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
October 19, 2021
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TO IRS FOIA Request
COMPANY HQ FOIA
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RE LB&I Al FOIA request

COVER MESSAGE
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October 14,2021

Interna] Revenue Service
GLDS Support Services
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

FOIA REQUEST-FEE WAIVER REQUESTED

Dear Disclosure Manager:

Th is is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 
$552 (“FOIA"), on behalf of Tax Analysts,

The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS Large Business 
and International (LB&l) Division chief information technology office(r). These 
documents relate to IRS LB&I policies for purchase, lease, or internal 
programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, 
performance of, and improvements to computer applications called "artificial 
intelligence" (hereafter: “AI").

Specifically, on IRS LB&l AI policies and procedures:

1) All current policies at LB&I related to selection of AI projects and 
programs, and other written guidance and instructions binding on relevant 
IRS employees and offices;

2) All current policies at LB&l related to deciding which AI applications 
should be purchased from outside third-party7 vendors, and whicli the IRS 
should program itself;

3) All current policies at LB&I related to testing AI applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply with relevant 
federal law and regulations (please enumerate);

4) All current policies at LB&I related to measuring the performance of A I 
applications, and how Al results are judged compared with either previous 
tools and processes on the same or similar tasks, or with comparable non-AI 
program results on the same or similar tasks;

5) All current policies at LB&I related to Al application testing performed by 
the division, or by third-party vendors or other outside organizations, to 
assure that application inputs or outputs are accurate and non-biased
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consciously or unconsciously toward any taxpayer groups based on race, 
gender, sexual orientation income, national origin or other non-tax 
administration reasons.

Further, on current IRS LB&I AI software applications:

6) Current inventory of LB&I AI software applications identified by the 
following categories:

a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or 
other agency or organization);

b) LB&I project name;
c) summary description of Al project lask(s);
d) LB&I purpose or goal of current AI applications (fiscal recovery, 

process improvement, etc.);
e) date of A I application implementation;
f) dollar value of AI application (either lease or purchase cost and 

payment schedule, or estimated cost since implementation date );
g) summary of AI application results by project, and to-date (fiscal, 

process improvement, etc.);
7) All IRS LB&I procedures undertaken to assure that neither data inputs to an 

AI application, internal AI algorithms or other software instructions 
(whether third-party vendor, IRS programmed, or lent or used from another 
agency), or Al application results are biased consciously or unconsciously 
on account of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national 
origin, or other non-tax administration reason.

Finally, on IRS LB&I AI results:

8) AH reports issued over the last three years related to AI selection, 
implementation, testing, and/or results, from LB&I Al management office to 
the IRS commissioner, or by any BOD to LB&I or to the IRS commissioner, 
reporting results of fiscal recovery of unpaid or uncollected taxes, or any 
other substantial materials gains or losses in either fiscal or internal IRS 
processes, through use of Al applications.

9) All reports over the last three years, and related policies, on testing of LB&I 
AI applications, or the algorithms that make AIs operate, to assure that AI 
applications themselves do not express conscious or unconscious 
programmer or other biases against taxpayers by race, gender, sexual 
orientation, income, national origin, or other non-tax administration reason.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 U:43PM (GMT-04:00)
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These disclosures are in the public interest. According to Tax Notes Today, the 
daily federal lax news publication of Tax Analysts, IRS Commissioner Charles 
Rettig has been promoting natural language processing, robotics, and other AI- 
related technologies since at least 2019 (Doc 2021-19884). The IRS's Small 
Business/Self-Employed Division has been using AI in the automated collection 
system, while the Wage and Investment Division uses chatbots to answer taxpayer 
questions about economic impact payments. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the use of AI in government. Yet reasonable questions about the social 
risks and public accountability of these often-opaque Al applications remain 
mostly✓ unanswered. 

1 do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for the 
applicability of fees, you should know that I am the senior reporter at Tax Notes 
Today, the online daily federal tax news publication of the nonprofit Tax Analysts, 
available through its website, https://www.taxnotes.com/home.

While Tax Analysts is willing to pay reasonable fees, we hereby request a waiver 
of all fees. Tax Analysts is a non-profit organization and a representative of the 
news media that is entitled to such a waiver under FOIA. Tax Analysts gathers 
information on tax-related issues, and it prepares and disseminates a number of 
publications on matters of current interest pertaining to taxation. Over the years, 
Tax Analysts has made a number of FOIA requests to the Internal Revenue Service 
and other governmental bodies, and fees have routinely been waived. Disclosure of 
the requested records is in the public interest.

Although we do not believe that the records or any portion thereof may be 
withheld, our request for disclosure extends to any reasonably segregable portions 
of those reports.

We are willing to discuss ways to facilitate your processing of this request. Please 
contact the undersigned if you believe that this would be helpful.

If we have not received a reply within 20 working days, we will deem this request 
to have been denied.

Please acknowledge your receipt of this request. Thank you in advance for your 
attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 U:43PM (GMT-04:00)
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(b)(6)

senior reporter, IRS
Tax Notes Today
400 South Maple Avenue, Suite 400
Falls Church, VA 22046
c.
P- 
e.

(b)(6)

@taxanalysts.org

cc: (b)(6)
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Requester Name:
|_____ (b)(6)_____ | Tax Analysts

Case number:
2022-00970

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 14, 2021

Due Date:
November 12, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks documents related to SBSE policies for purchase, lease, or 
internal programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, 
performance of, and improvements to computer applications called "artificial 
intelligence" ("Al").

Action Plan:
BU search memo will be sent to the SBSE FOIA FC

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
October 20, 2021
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gtaxanalysts.org

Submitted by Tax Analysts, per (b)(6)
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October 14,2021

Interna] Revenue Service
GLDS Support Services
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

FOIA REQUEST-FEE WAIVER REQUESTED

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 
$552 (“FOIA"), on behalf of Tax Analysts,

The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS Small 
Business/Self-Employed (SB/SE) Division chief information technology office(r). 
These documents relate to IRS SB/SE policies for purchase, lease, or internal 
programming, as well as policies and procedures for the implementation, testing, 
performance of, and improvements to computer applications called "artificial 
intelligence" (hereafter: “AI").

Specifically, on IRS SB/SE Al policies and procedures:

1) All current policies at SB/SE related to selection of AI projects and 
programs, and other written guidance and instructions binding on relevant 
IRS employees and offices;

2) All current policies al SB/SE related to deciding which Al applications 
should be purchased from outside third-party vendors, and which the IRS 
should program itself;

3) All current policies at SB/SE related to testing AI applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply with relevant 
federal law and regulations (please enumerate);

4) A ll current policies at SB/SE related to measuring the performance of Al 
applications, and how Al results are judged compared with either previous 
tools and processes on the same or similar tasks, or with comparable non-AI 
program results on the same or similar tasks;

5) All current policies at SB/SE related to Al application testing performed by 
the division, or by third-party vendors or other outside organizations, to 
assure that application inputs or outputs are accurate and non-biased

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 U:4UPM (GMT-04:00)
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consciously or unconsciously toward any taxpayer groups based on race, 
gender, sexual orientation income, national origin or other non-tax 
administration reasons.

Further, on current IRS SB/SE AI software applications:

6) Current inventory of SB/SE AI software applications identified by the 
following categories:

a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or 
other agency or organization);

b) SB/SE project name;
c) summary description of Al project lask(s);
d) SB/SE purpose or goal of current AI applications (fiscal recovery, 

process improvement, etc/);
e) date of Al application implementation;
f) dollar value of Al application (either lease or purchase cost and 

payment schedule, or estimated cost since implementation date);
g) summary of AI application results by project, and to-date (fiscal, 

process improvement, etc.);
7) All IRS SB/SE procedures undertaken to assure that neither data inputs to an 

AI application, internal AI algorithms or other software instructions 
(whether third-party vendor, IRS programmed, or lent or used from another 
agency), or AI application results are biased consciously or unconsciously 
on account of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national 
origin, or other non-tax administration reason.

Finally, on IRS SB/SE AI results:

8) All reports issued over the last three years related to AI selection, 
implementation, testing, and/or results, from SB/SE AI management office 
to the IRS commissioner, or by any BOD to SB/SE or to the IRS 
commissioner, reporting results of fiscal recovery of unpaid or uncollected 
taxes, or any other substantial materials gains or losses in either fiscal or 
internal IRS processes, through use of Al applications.

9) All reports over the last three years, and related policies, on testing of SB/SE 
AI applications, or the algorithms that make AIs operate, to assure that AI 
applications themselves do not express conscious or unconscious 
programmer or other biases against taxpayers by race, gender, sexual 
orientation, income, national origin, or other non-tax administration reason.
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These disclosures are in the public interest. According to Tax Notes Today, the 
daily federal tax news publication of Tax Analysts, IRS Commissioner Charles 
Rettig has been promoting natural language processing, robotics, and other Al- 
related technologies since at least 2019 (Doc 2021-19884). The IRS's Small 
Business/Self-Employed Division has been using AT in the automated collection 
system, while the Wage and Investment Division uses chatbots to answer taxpayer 
questions about economic impact payments. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the use of AI in government. Yet reasonable questions about the social 
risks and public accountability of these often-opaque Al applications remain 
mostly✓ unanswered. 

1 do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for the 
applicability of fees, you should know that I am the senior reporter at Tax Notes 
Today, the online daily federal tax news publication of the nonprofit Tax Analysts, 
available through its website, https://www.taxnotes.com/home.

While Tax Analysts is willing to pay reasonable fees, we hereby request a waiver 
of all fees. Tax Analysts is a non-profit organization and a representative of the 
news media that is entitled to such a waiver under FOIA. Tax Analysts gathers 
information on tax-related issues, and it prepares and disseminates a number of 
publications on matters of current interest pertaining to taxation. Over the years, 
Tax Analysts has made a number of FOIA requests to the Internal Revenue Service 
and other governmental bodies, and fees have routinely been waived. Disclosure of 
the requested records is in the public interest.

Although we do not believe that the records or any portion thereof may be 
withheld, our request for disclosure extends to any reasonably segregable portions 
of those reports.

We are willing to discuss ways to facilitate your processing of this request. Please 
contact the undersigned if you believe that this would be helpful.

If we have not received a reply within 20 working days, we will deem this request 
to have been denied.

Please acknowledge your receipt of this request. Thank you in advance for your 
attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2021 UiUUPM (GMT-09:00)
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(b)(6)

senior reporter, IRS
Tax Notes Today
400 South Maple Avenue, Suite 400
Falls Church, VA 22046
c. 
P- 
e.

(b)(6)

@taxanalysts.org

cc: (b)(6)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
_____(b)(6)_____ |, Tax Analysts

Case number:
2022-00978

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 14, 2021

Due Date:
November 12, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks IRS Chief Information Officer -  IT records related to IRS 
policies for purchase, lease, or internal programming, as well as policies and procedures for 
the implementation, testing, performance of, and improvements to computer applications 
called "artificial intelligence" ("Al").

Action Plan:
BU search memo will be sent to the IT FOIA FC

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
October 18, 2021
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FAX COVER SHEET

Submitted by Tax Analysts per

TO IRS FOIA Request
COMPANY HQ FOIA
FAX NUMBER 18778079215
FROM (b)(6)

DATE 2021-10-14 20:36:17 GMT
RE CIO Al FOIA request

COVER MESSAGE

(b)(6)
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October 14, 2021

Interna] Revenue Service
GLDS Support Services
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

FOIA REQUEST-FEE WAIVER REQUESTED

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 
$552 (“FOIA"), on behalf of Tax Analysts,

The records requested here are most likely available from the IRS chief 
information officer for information technology, and relate to IRS policies for 
purchase, lease, or internal IRS programming, as well as policies and procedures 
for the implementation, testing, and performance of and improvements to computer 
applications called “artificial intelligence" (hereafter: “AI").

Specifically, on IRS AI policies and procedures:

1) All current policies at the IRS related to selection of AI projects and 
programs, and other written guidance and instructions binding on relevant 
IRS employees and offices;

2) AH current policies at the IRS related to deciding which AI applications 
should be purchased from outside third-party vendors, and which the IRS 
should program itself;

3) All current policies at the IRS related to testing AI applications before 
implementation to assure they meet agency goals, and comply with relevant 
federal law and regulations (please enumerate);

4) All current policies at the IRS related to measuring the performance of Al 
applications, and how AI results arc judged compared with either previous 
IRS tools and processes on the same or similar tasks, or with comparable 
non-AT program results on the same or similar tasks;

5) All current policies at the IRS related to AI application testing performed by 
the IRS, or by third-party vendors or other outside organizations, to assure 
the IRS that application inputs or outputs are accurate and non-biased 
consciously or unconsciously toward any taxpayer groups based on race,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 3:39PM (GMT-05:00)



To: +18778079215 Page: 3 of 5 2021-10-14 20:36:36 GMT 202 315-3553 From: Con Hitchcock

gender, sexual orientation income, national origin or other non-tax 
administration reasons.

Further, on current TRS AT software applications:

6) Current inventory of IRS AI software applications, by business operating 
division (Wage & Investment, Large Business & International, Small 
Business/Self-Employed, and Business Systems Modernization; herealler: 
“BODs"1), each identified by the following categories:

a) Vendor (identified as either third-party vendor, internal IRS IT, or 
other agency or organization);

b) IRS project name;
c) summary description of AI project task(s);
d) IRS purpose or goal of current AI applications (fiscal recovery', 

process improvement, etc.);
e) date of A I application implementation;
f) dollar value of Al application (either lease or purchase cost and 

payment schedule, or estimated cost since implementation date);
g) summary' of AI application results by project, and to-date (fiscal, 

process improvement, etc.);
7) All TRS procedures undertaken to assure that neither data inputs to an AI 

application, internal AI algorithms or other software instructions (whether 
third-party vendor, IRS programmed, or lent or used from another agency), 
or AI application results are biased consciously or unconsciously on account 
of taxpayer race, gender, sexual orientation, income, national origin, or other 
non-tax administration reason.

Finally, on IRS AI results:

8) All reports issued over the last three years related to AI selection, 
implementation, testing, and/or results, from the IRS chief information 
officerioffice to the IRS commissioner, or by any BOD to the IRS CIO or to 
the IRS commissioner, reporting results of fiscal recovery of unpa id or 
uncollected taxes, or any other substantial materials gains or losses in cither 
fiscal or internal IRS processes, through use of AI applications.

9) AH reports over the last three years, and related policies, on testing of AT 
applications, or the algorithms that make Ais operate, to assure that Al 
applications themselves do not express conscious or unconscious 
programmer or other biases against taxpayers by race, gender, sexual 
orientation, income, national origin, or other non-tax administration reason.
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To: +18778079215 Page: 4 of 5 2021-10-14 20:36:36 GMT 202 315-3553 From: Con Hitchcock

These disclosures are in the public interest. According to Tax Notes Today, the 
daily federal tax news publication of Tax Analysts, I RS Commissioner Charles 
Rettig has been promoting natural language processing, robotics, and other AI- 
related technologies since at least 2019 (Doc 2021-19884). The IRS's Small 
Business/Self-Employed Division has been using AI in the automated collection 
system, while the Wage and Investment Division uses chatbots to answer taxpayer 
questions about economic impact payments. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the use of AI in government. Yet reasonable questions about the social 
risks and public accountability of these often-opaque AI applications remain 
mostly unanswered.

I do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for the 
applicability of tecs, you should know that I am the senior reporter at 'fax Notes 
Today, the online daily federal tax news publication of the nonprofit Tax Analysts, 
available through its website, https://www.taxnotes.com/home.

While Tax Analysts is willing to pay reasonable fees, we hereby request a waiver 
of all fees. Tax Analysts is a non-profit organization and a representative of the 
news media that is entitled to such a waiver under FOIA. Tax Analysts gathers 
information on tax-related issues, and it prepares and disseminates a number of 
publications on matters of current interest pertaining to taxation. Over the years, 
Tax Analysts has made a number of FOI A requests to the Internal Revenue Service 
and other governmental bodies, and fees have routinely been waived. Disclosure of 
the requested records is in the public interest.

Although wre do not believe that the records or any portion thereof may be 
withheld, our request for disclosure extends to any reasonably segregable portions 
of those reports.

We are willing to discuss ways to facilitate your processing of this request. Please 
contact the undersigned if you believe that this would be helpful.

If wc have not received a reply within 20 working days, we will deem this request 
to have been denied.

Please acknowledge your receipt of this request. Thank you in advance for your 
attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2021 3:39PM (GMT-05:00)
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Sincerely,

_________ (b)(6)__________

senior reporter, IRS
Tax Notes Today
400 South Maple Avenue, Suite 400
Falls Church, VA 22046
c.
P- 
e.

(b)(6)

oltaxanalysts.org

cc: (b)(6)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
___________ (b)(6)___________

Case number:
2022-01019

Sensitive Case Criteria: M u c k  R o c k

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 18, 2021

Due Date:
November 16, 2021

Case Summary:
Requester wants information if the "Cold Case Squad" is registered as a charity.

Action Plan:
Prepare response letter to provide her with the Guidestar.org website to research the charity.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
November 9, 2021



MUCKROCkNEWS
DEPT MR 111798 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

G5140-5 0025278 P0003 T0080 25278 1 AB 0.428 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
TEXAS PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT OFFICE 
825 E RUNDBERG LN
AUSTIN. TX 78753-4808

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Services

OCT 1 82021
GLDS Support Services 

Atlanta, GA

..........................................................

June 18, 2021

This is a follow up to a previous request:

To Whom It May Concern:

1 w anted to follow up on the following Texas Public Information Act request, copied below, and originally subm itted on April 29, 2021. Please let me know when 1 can expect to receive a response.

Thanks for your help, and let me know if further clarification is needed.

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here:https://www.muckrock.eom/respond/l 107462/

If prom pted for a passcode, please enter: 
(b)(6) I

IMS RECEIVED 1045

JUL 012021 ??

IRS-AUSTIN, TEXAS

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred): @ requests. muckrock, com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 111798
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the above in order to be tte r track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., with the requester's name ra ther than "MuckRock News" and the departm ent number) requests might be returned  as undeliverable.

On April 29, 2021:
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 111798
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
111798-27998494@requests.muckrock.com

Subject: Texas Public Information Act Request: Cold Case "Donations"

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Texas Public Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

The McLennan County Sheriffs department has been receiving "donations" from different individuals and 

businesses for the "Cold Case Squad", these "donations" do not seem correct to me and I am wondering if 

they are registered as a Charity? Has the Cold Case Squad of McLennan County registered as a Charity, 

and if so what papers were Filed.
Here is an example of the donations. I have a friend who is in the Cold Case Squad files but they keep 

investigating the ones that the "donations" seem t buy.

Under the Open Records Act, does the Internal Revenue Service have any papers or registration as a 

Charity or organization to receive "donations"?

Sheriffs office cold case unit gets donation | Crime | wacotrib ...https://wacotrib.com > news > 
sheriffs-office-cold-case-un...
Sep 17, 2019 — Investigators with the McLennan County Sheriffs Office cold case unit received a $2500 

donation to help in their investigations of unsolved ...

WACO, Texas (KWTX) - Another local business owner made a donation to the McLennan County Sheriffs 

Office Wednesday. Galen Huddleston with Waco Bargain Center stopped by MCSO headquarters to drop 

off a $1,000 check to help fund the agency's Cold Case Unitjan 27, 2021

Waco: Businessman donates $1,000 to county's cold case unit

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 

for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 

of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 

CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 

response to this request within 10 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 111798 •
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
111 798-27998494@requests.muckrock.com

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: https://www.muckrock.eom/respond/l 107462/
If prompted

(b)(6)
'or a passcode, please enter:

Filed via MuckRock.com__________E-mail (Preferred):] (b)(6) l@requests.muckrock.com
For mailed responses, please address (see note):MuckRock News
DEPT MR 111798
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE; This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests might be returned as undeliverable.

1045 RECEIVED 1045

JUL 012021 •
IRS-AUSTIN, TEXAS
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Internal Revenue Service
P.O. Box 1231
Austin, TX 78767-1231

Official Business
Penalty for Private Use, $300



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:

| (b)(6) |

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
October 19, 2021

Due Date:
November 17, 2021

Case Summary:
Ayo Awokoya is a representative of the news media affiliated with the Thomson Reuters 
Explanation Foundation.

Requests seeks the folloiwng:
1) All existing documentation that includes but not limited to memos, any notes/dates of 
meetings, letters, desk and online calendars, informal message notes, phone logs, messages 
on any platform, be text, WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram, etc.)

2) All email communications with any employee of the IRS and the aforementioned 
organizations from 1st January, 2017 through to the date of search of seven different non 
profit organizations.

Action Plan:
The information requested appears to be outside of what IRC 6104 grants access to through 
routine agency procedures Form 4506-A. Therefore the requested information will be denied in 
full.

Submitted By:
Lauri Takeguchi, Disclosure Office 13

Date:
10-26-2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE OIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: October 19, 2021________

To: Case Batch EFF_________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Centralized Processing Unit____________________________

Address/Organization: Internal Reveue Service______________________________________________

Fax Number: 855-782-5074 Office Number: 561-616-2056

Number of pages: 8  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Serena Sacks
Disclosure Assistant
GLDS Support Services

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:10 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted October 19, 2021 09:10:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2021 12:50PM (GMT-04:00)
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Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

5 Canada Square, London

City

London

State/Province

London

Postal Code

E14 5AQ

Country

United Kingdom

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

Thomson Reuters Foundation

Email

(b)(6) Sthomsonreuters.com<mailto (b)(6) @thomsonreuters.com>

Request
Request ID

273251

Confirmation ID

272726

Request description

Dear Disclosure Manager: This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act. I request 
that a copy of the following documents: 1) All existing documentation regarding the following 
organisations to be provided to me: I. International Organisation of the Family II. International

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2021 12:50PM (GMT-04:00>
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Organisation for Marriage 111. National Organization for Marriage Education Fund IV. Howard Centre for 
Family, Religion and Society V. Judicial Crisis Network VI. Judicial Education Project VII. Wellspring 
Committee 2) All email communications any employee of the IRS and the aforementioned organisations 
from 1 st January, 2017 through to the date of search. To make the search for responsive records easier 
for the records custodian, please search for email communications received by the relevant IRS 
employee, but to make clear I am requesting for the full email chain/chains of the correspondence, and 
any email addressed cca€™d in the email. I do not wish to inspect the documents first. I am providing 
the following guidance regarding the search and processing of records in order to better aid the Records 
Custodiana€™s search: a€$ For the section 1) of the request, all existing documentation includes but not 
limited to memos, any notes/dates of meetings, letters, desk and online calendars, informal message 
notes, phone logs, messages on any platform, be text, WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram, ect. Please use this 
as a guide and include any and all documentation. If any documentation is withheld, please provide a list 
of the kind of documentation that is not being released and a reason outlining the reason for why the 
responsive records are being withheld. a€0 Please include any attachments found with email records 
within all communications such as in emails and chain emails. a€0 Please do not exclude records 
regarding agency business contained in files, email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of your 
officials, such as personal email accounts or text messages. a€0 If some portions of the requested 
records are exempt from disclosure or parts redacted, please disclose any reasonably segregable 
non-exempt portions of the requested records. If a request is denied in whole, please state why and 
provide an explanation why such information has been withheld. a€0 Please take appropriate steps to 
ensure that records responsive to this request are not deleted by the agency before the completion of 
processing for this request. If records potentially responsive to this request are likely to be systems 
where they are subject to potential deletion, including on a scheduled basis, please take steps to prevent 
that deletion, including, as appropriate, by instituting a litigation hold on those records. Where possible, 
please provide responsive material in an electronic format such PDF by email. If the process can be 
accelerated through the release of responsive records to my person, please also provide such material on 
a rolling basis. If you can identify any ways that my request could be refined, I would be grateful for any 
further advice and assistance. If you have any queries, please dona€™t hesitate to contact me via email 
and I will be very happy to clarify what I am asking for and discuss the request. Yours Sincerely ]~(b)(6) 

(b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a representative of 
the news media affiliated with the Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of Thomson Reuters 
which is a news wire media company, and this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a 
commercial use for ongoing project.

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing

no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10 /19 /2021 12:50PM (GMT-Qit:00>
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The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmationjd

address_city

address_country

addressjinel

address_state_province

address_zip_postal_code

company_organization

email

expedited_processing

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation

name_first

namejast 

phone_number

request_category 

request_description

273251

272726

London

United Kingdom

5 Canada Square, London

London

E14 5AQ

Thomson Reuters Foundation

(b)(6) ^homsonreuters.com<mailto| (b)(6) ®thomsonreuters.com>

no
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10 /19 /2021 12:50PM (GMT-Qit:00>
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yes

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a representative of 
the news media affiliated with the Thomson Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of Thomson Reuters 
which is a news wire media company, and this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a 
commercial use for ongoing project.

(b)(6)

media

Dear Disclosure Manager: This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act. I request 
that a copy of the following documents: 1) All existing documentation regarding the following 
organisations to be provided to me: I. International Organisation of the Family II. International 
Organisation for Marriage III. National Organization for Marriage Education Fund IV. Howard Centre for 
Family, Religion and Society V. Judicial Crisis Network VI. Judicial Education Project VII. Wellspring 
Committee 2) All email communications any employee of the IRS and the aforementioned organisations 
from 1 st January, 2017 through to the date of search. To make the search for responsive records easier 
for the records custodian, please search for email communications received by the relevant IRS 
employee, but to make clear I am requesting for the full email chain/chains of the correspondence, and 
any email addressed cca€™d in the email. I do not wish to inspect the documents first. I am providing 
the following guidance regarding the search and processing of records in order to better aid the Records 
Custodiana€™s search: a€0 For the section 1) of the request, all existing documentation includes but not 
limited to memos, any notes/dates of meetings, letters, desk and online calendars, informal message 
notes, phone logs, messages on any platform, be text, WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram, ect. Please use this 
as a guide and include any and all documentation. If any documentation is withheld, please provide a list 
of the kind of documentation that is not being released and a reason outlining the reason for why the 
responsive records are being withheld. a€0 Please include any attachments found with email records 
within all communications such as in emails and chain emails. a€0 Please do not exclude records 
regarding agency business contained in files, email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of your 
officials, such as personal email accounts or text messages. a€0 If some portions of the requested 
records are exempt from disclosure or parts redacted, please disclose any reasonably segregable 
non-exempt portions of the requested records. If a request is denied in whole, please state why and 
provide an explanation why such information has been withheld. a€0 Please take appropriate steps to 
ensure that records responsive to this request are not deleted by the agency before the completion of 
processing for this request. If records potentially responsive to this request are likely to be systems 
where they are subject to potential deletion, including on a scheduled basis, please take steps to prevent 
that deletion, including, as appropriate, by instituting a litigation hold on those records. Where possible, 
please provide responsive material in an electronic format such PDF by email. If the process can be 
accelerated through the release of responsive records to my person, please also provide such material on 
a rolling basis. If you can identify any ways that my request could be refined, I would be grateful for any 
further advice and assistance. If you have any queries, please dona€™t hesitate to contact me via email 
and I will be very happy to clarify what I am asking for and discuss the request. Yours Sincerely,[MBT

(b)(6)
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FOIA Request 273251

The following list contains the entire submission submitted October 19. 2021 09:10:02am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

5 Canada Square, London
I xindon
London
E 1 4  5AQ
United Kingdom

(b)(6)

Thomson Reuters Foundation
(b)(6) 5thomsonreutcrs.com

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

273251

272726

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2021 12:50PM (GMT-0h:00>
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Request 
description

Dear Disclosure Manager: This is a request under the Freedom of Information 
Act/Privacy Act. I request that a copy of the following documents: 1) All existing 
documentation regarding the following organisations to be provided to me: I. 
International Organisation of the Family IL International Organisation for ManriagellL 
National Organization for Marriage Education Fund IV. Howard Centre forFamily, 
Religion anil Society V. Judicial Crisis Network VI. Judicial EducationProject VII. 
Wellspring Committee 2) All email communications any employee of thelRS and the 
aforementioned organisations from 1st January'. 2017 through to the dateof search. To 
make the search for responsive records easier for the records custodian.please search 
for email communications received by tire relevant IRS employee, but tomake clear I 
am requesting for the full email chain chains of the correspondence, andany email 
addressed cc’d in the email. 1 do not wish to inspect the documents first lam 
providing the following guidance regarding the search and processing of records in 
order to better aid the Records Custodian's search: ♦ For the section 1) of the request, 
all existing documentation includes but not limited to memos, any notes/dates of 
meetings, letters, desk and online calendars, informal message notes, phone logs, 
messages on any platform, be text, WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram, eel. Please use thisas 
a guide and include any and all documentation. If any documentation is withheld, 
please provide a list o f the kind of documentation that is not being released and a 
reason outlining the reason for why the responsive records are being withheld. • Please 
include any attachments found with email records within all communications such as 
in emails and chain emails. • Please do not exclude records regarding agency business 
contained in files, email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of your officials, 
such as personal email accounts or text messages. • If some portions of the requested 
records are exempt from disclosure or parts redacted, please disclose any reasonably 
segregable non-exempt portions of the requested records. If a request is denied in 
whole, please state why and provide an explanation why such information has been 
withheld. • Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this 
request are not deleted by the agency before the completion of processing for this 
request. If records potentially responsive to this request are likely to be systems where 
they arc subject to potential deletion, including on a scheduled basis, please take steps 
to prevent that deletion, including, as appropriate, by instituting a litigation hold on 
those records. Where possible, please provide responsive material in an electronic 
format such PDF by email. If the process can be accelerated through the release o f  
responsive records to my person, please also provide such material on a rolling basis.If 
you can identify any ways that my request could be refined, I would be grateful forany 
further advice and assistance. If you have any queries, please don't hesitate tocontact 
me via email and I will be very happy to clarify what I am asking for anddiscuss the 
request. Yours Sincerely,! (b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
category II) 
Fee waiver

media

yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2021 12:50PM (GMT-0h:00>
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In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I 
am a representative of the news media affiliated with tlie Thomson Reuters

Explanation Foundation, the charitable arm of Thomson Reuters which is a news wire media 
company, and this request is made as part of newsgathering and not for a 
commercial use for ongoing project.

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2021 12:50PM (GMT-04:00)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) |pf Tax Analysts 2022-02162

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
November 1, 2021

Due Date:
December 15, 2021

Case Summary:
Request is seeking documents associated with BPA 2032H5-20-A-00009/Order 
2032H5-21-F00420 with ID.me. Documents sought include:

Monthly progress and and performance reports from ID.me for July and August 2021
Minutes from bi-weekly status call/meetings for Augustl 1-September 10, 2021
Monthly metrics on success and failures of both identity assurance levels and authentication 
assurances levels for July and August 2021

Action Plan:
Issue Search Memo to PGLD's Office of Identity Assurance for responsive records

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
January 25, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE OIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: November 01,2021_______

To: CPU___________________________________________________

Address/Organization: IRS______________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From : Snyder Michael J_____________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 2  Including cover page

Subject: FinalFOIAIetterl6Sept2021 .pdf

Received Locally.

Please create a case and assign to DO 13

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/01/2021 2:59PM (GMT-04:00)
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Internal Revenue Service 
Central Processing Unit 
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Fax: 877-807-9215

Dear Custodian of Records:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act. I am making on this request on behalf 
of Tax Analysts, which is a non-profit media organization.

The records that we seek relate to contract number 2032H5-20-A-00009 / Order number 2032H5-21-F- 
00420 (a contract between the IRS, Office of Procurement-Enterprise Systems Branch and contractor 
V3GATE, LLC for the ID.me Software and Software Maintenance Blanket Purchase Agreement). We 
request:

The monthly metrics on success and failures of both Identity Assurance Levels and 
Authentication Assurance Levels for July 2021 and August 2021 .These metrics were to be 
delivered on the first day of the month, reporting for the previous month.

All of the minutes from the bi-weekly status call or meeting with the Treasury project manager 
(“Treasury PM::) for each of the bi-weekly status calls or meetings from August 11, 2020 until 
September 10, 2021.

- The monthly progress and performance reports from ID.me for July 2021 and August 2021. 
These reports were to be delivered on the first day of the month, reporting for the previous month.

To assist you in locating these records, I note that they were cited in documents that Tax Analysts 
received in response to FOIA request no. 2021-20237, as indicated in the attached cover letter from 
David Nimmo. The Treasury Enterprise Identity Credential and Access Management (TEICAM) Office 
entered the blanket purchase agreement that is the object of the contract. The IRS Privacy, Government 
Liaison and Disclosure - Identity Assurance Office Is identified as the applicant In the contract documents.

I do not wish to inspect the documents first

As the FOIA requires, please release all reasonably segregable nonexempt portions of documents.

As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter of its daily federal news publication Tax 
Notes. I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news gathering 
activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the public's understanding 
of the administration of the 2021 Advance Child Tax Credit. Please inform me first and provide an 
estimate if you expect to charge any fees.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact me at| (b)(6) | and/or
(b)(6) P-taxanalysts orq. I look forward to receiving your response within the twenty-day statutory 

time period. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)
%taxa nalysts.org

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/01/2021 2:59PM (GMT-04:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) ProPublica 2022-03733

Sensitive Case Criteria: M e d i a  P r o P u b |i c a

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
11/24/2021

Due Date:
12/23/2021

Case Summary:
Request for Business Performance Reports for periods (2020 to present) since his last request 
from LB&I, SBSE, W&l and RPO.

Action Plan:
Search Memo being sent to LB&I, SBSE, W&l and RPO.

Submitted By:
Don Trussell

Date:
12/09/2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE OIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: November 24, 2021_______

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Organization:__________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 7  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Create as TLS FOIA a€“ Media Requester

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 2:15 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os.pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 24, 2021 02:15:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/24/2021 2:24PM (GMT-05:00)
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(b)(6) |

Last name

(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City

| (b)(6) |

State/Province

(b)(6)

Postal Code

(b)(6)

Country

United States

Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization

ProPublica

Email

(b)(6) §propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

Request
Request ID

291486

Confirmation ID

290961

Request description

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552, I request certain Business 
Performance Review reports. Business Performance Reviews are quarterly reviews conducted by the 
IRS for each business unit. Specifically, I request: 1) From Large Business and International I request 
BP Rs for the 3rd and 4th quarter of FY 2020, as well as any reports filed for quarters in FY 2021 or FY

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11 /24 /2021 2:24PM (GM T-05:00)
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2022. 2) From Small Business Self-Employed, I request BPRs for any quarter in FY 2021 or FY 2022. 3) 
From Wage & Investment, I request BPRs for any quarter in FY 2021 or FY 2022. 4) From the Return 
Preparer Office (RPO), I request BPRs for the 4th quarter of FY 2020, as well as any reports filed for FY 
2021 or FY 2022. (The RPO Director reports to the Deputy Commissioner, Services and Enforcement.) 
Since in my experience the different business units can respond to FOIA requests at very different 
speeds, I ask that you provide responses from these different units as they become available. I am willing 
to be flexible with the details of this request, and so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may 
affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well may agree to a revision of my request. If my 
request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions 
of the act. I will also expect you to release all segregate portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of 
course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees. 
As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your 
communicating with me by telephone or email, rather than by mail, if you have questions regarding this 
request. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your 
assistance.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID

media

Fee waiver

yes

Explanation

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

Willing to pay

$100

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 

no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd

confirmation_id

address_city

address_country

address_line1
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/24/2021 2:24PM (GMT-05:00)
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address_line2 

address_state_province 

address_zip_postal_code 

company_organization

email

exped it ed_p rocessi ng 

fee_amount_willing 

fee_waiver

fee_waiver_explanation 

name_first

n a m e ja s t

phon e_n umber 

request_category 

request_description

291486

290961

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

ProPublica

(b)(6) §)propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) gpropublica.org>

no

$100

yes

I am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. This request is made as part of 
newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive search and review fees.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11 /24 /2021 2:24PM (G M T-05:00)
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(b)(6)

media

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. s. 552 ,1 request certain Business 
Performance Review reports. Business Performance Reviews are quarterly reviews conducted by the 
IRS for each business unit. Specifically, I request: 1) From Large Business and International I request 
BPRs for the 3rd and 4th quarter of FY 2020, as well as any reports filed for quarters in FY 2021 or FY 
2022. 2) From Small Business Self-Employed, I request BPRs for any quarter in FY 2021 or FY 2022. 3) 
From Wage & Investment, I request BPRs for any quarter in FY 2021 or FY 2022. 4) From the Return 
Preparer Office (RPO), I request BPRs for the 4th quarter of FY 2020, as well as any reports filed for FY 
2021 or FY 2022. (The RPO Director reports to the Deputy Commissioner, Services and Enforcement.) 
Since in my experience the different business units can respond to FOIA requests at very different 
speeds, I ask that you provide responses from these different units as they become available. I am willing 
to be flexible with the details of this request, and so I urge you to contact me to discuss issues that may 
affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. I very well may agree to a revision of my request. If my 
request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions 
of the act. I will also expect you to release all segregate portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of 
course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees. 
As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your 
communicating with me by telephone or email, rather than by mail, if you have questions regarding this 
request. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your 
assistance.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/24/2021 2:24PM (GMT-05:00)
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FOIA Request 291486

The following list contains the entire submission submitted November 24. 2021 02:15:02pm ET. and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

291486

290961

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/24/2021 2:24PM (GMT-05:00)
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Req west 
description

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 ( J.S.C, s. 552, I request certain 
Business Performance Review reports. Business Performance Reviews are quarterly 
reviews conducted by the IRS for each business unit. Specifically. I request: 1) From 
Large Business and International I request BPRs for the 3rd and 4th quarter of FY 
2020. as well as any reports filed for quarters in FY 2021 or FY 2022. 2) Front Small 
Business Self-Employed. I request BPRs for any quarter in FY 2021 or FY 2022. 3) 
From Wage & Investment. I request BPRs for any quarter in FY 2021 or FY 2022. 4) 
From the Return Preparer Office (RPO), 1 request BPRs for the 4th quarter of FY 
2020, as well as any reports filed for FY 2021 or FY 2022. (The RPO Director reports 
to the Deputy Commissioner, Services mid Enforcement.) Since in my experience the 
different business units can respond to FOIA requests at very different speeds, I ask 
that you provide responses from these different units as they become available. I am 
willing to be flexible with the details of this request, and so I urge you to contact meto 
discuss issues that may affect the efficient fulfillment of my request. I very wellmay 
agree to a revision of my request. If my request is denied in whole or part. I askthat 
you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. I will also 
expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I. of 
course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to 
deny a waiver of fees. As I am making this request as a journalist and this information 
is of timely value, I would appreciate your communicating with me by telephone or 
email, rather than by mail, if  you have questions regarding this request. I look forward 
to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Thank you for your 
assistance.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category 
ID media

Fee waiver yes
1 am a full-time journalist with the media organization ProPublica. litis request

Explanation is made as part of newsgathering and is not for a commercial use. Please waive 
search and review fees.

Willing to pay SI 00

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/24/2021 2:24PM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
Nina Olson, Executive Director, Center for Taxpayer Rights

Case number:
2022-03952

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester - also 
submitted as a contributing author

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention o n  b e h a |f  o f "Procedurally Taxing",
□  Unique or novel situation a  member of the news media.
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 1,2021

Due Date:
December 30, 2021

Case Summary:
The FOIA request generally seeks (extensive) mathematical and clerical error (assessment, 
abatement, and refund) data, as well as data regarding notices and letters issued for errors 
related to Economic Impact Payments and the Recovery Rebate Credit, and other additional 
data related to mathematical and clerical errors.

Action Plan:
The requested data is under the jurisdiction of W&l Accounts Management. 
A BU search memo will be sent to the W&l FOIA FC.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
December 3, 2021



11/30/2021 09:10 PM
Page: 1

Fax Transmission

To: 8778079215@faxagent.wtplaw.com From: Atkinson, Elizabeth

Fax: +1 (877) 8079215 Date: 11/30/2021

RE: Math Error FOIA 11-30-21 Pages:

Comments:

Please see attached. Thank you.

This transmission contains information from the law firm of Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP which may be 
confidential and/or privileged. The information is intended to be for the exclusive use of the planned recipient. 
If you are not the intended recipient, be advised that any disclosure, copying, distribution or other use of this 
information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender 
immediately.
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rjp CENTER FOR 
K ■  TAXPAYER RIGHTS

01 December 2021

Internal Revenue Service
GLDS Support Services
Stop 211
P.O. Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

BY FACSIMILE: (877)807-9215

Dear Disclosure Manager,

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. I am requesting that the 
data and information specified below be released to me on behalf of The Center for Taxpayer 
Rights, an educational, not-for-profit institution dedicated to the public interest by furthering the 
rights of taxpayers in the United States and internationally, and of Procedurally Taxing, a 
member of the media. I am requesting a waiver of fees with respect to this request on the 
grounds that the Center is an educational institution and Procedurally Taxing is a member of the 
media. Further, 1 am requesting expedited processing on the basis of a compelling need, 
pursuant to 26 CFR 601.702(c)(6).

SECTION 1-.Mathematical and Clerical Errors Data Breakdown Request 
(by Classification of Errors)

The IRS is granted summary assessment or “ Math Error” authority, as specified under Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC) § 6213(b) and (g). Below, please find a list of provisions (A-Q(b)), 
detailing the types of errors which may be categorized as mathematical/clerical in accordance 
with IRC § 6213(b) and (g). For each listed provision (A-Q(h)), we request the following eight 
pieces of data, for the Tax Years 2018, 2019, and 2020, through November 30, 2021:

1. The total number of math/clerical errors assessed under the given provision for each 
year;

2. The corresponding total dollar amount of math/clerical errors assessed under the given 
provision;

3. The total number of abatements of a math/clerical error under the given provision;
4. The corresponding total dollar amount of abatements of a math/clerical error under the 

given provision;

P.O. Box 71278 [ Washington DC 20024 | www.taxpayer-rights.org |page 1
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5. The total number of abated math/clerical error assessments that were ultimately 
reinstated as a result of deficiency procedures under the given provision;

6, The corresponding total dollar amount of abated math/clerical error assessments that 
were ultimately reinstated as a result of deficiency procedures under the given provision:

7, The total number of refunds attributable to abated math/clerical errors issued under the 
given provision: and

8. The corresponding total dollar amount of refunds attributable to abated math/clerical 
errors issued under the given provision.

Please provide the data specified above in regard to each of the following provisions:

A) An error in addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division;

B) The incorrect use of any table;

C) Entry on a return inconsistent with another entry or item on such return:

D) Omission of information required to substantiate an entry on a return;

E) An entry on a return of a deduction or credit in an amount which exceeds the statutory 
limit imposed by subtitle A or B, or chapter 41, 42,43, or 44;

F) An omission of a correct taxpayer identification number required under section 32 
(relating to the Earned Income Tax Credit):

G) An entry on a return claiming the credit under section 32 with respect to net earnings 
from self-employment described in Sections 32(c)(2)(A) to the extent the tax imposed by section 
1401 (relating to self-employment tax) on such net earnings has not been paid;

H(a)) An omission of a correct TIN required under Section 21 (expenses for household 
and dependent care services necessary for gainful employment);

H(b)) An omission of a correct TIN required under Section 151 (relating to allowance of 
deductions for personal exemptions);

I) An omission of a correct TIN required under Section 24(e) (relating to the child 
tax credit), to be included on a return;

J) An omission of a correct TIN required under Section 25 A(g)( 1) (relating to higher 
education and tuition related expenses);

K(a) An omission of information required by section 32(k)(2) (relating to taxpayers 
making improper prior claims of Earned Income Credit);

K(b) An entry on the return claiming the Earned Income Credit under Section 32 for a 
taxable year which the credit is disallowed under Subsection (k)(l);

P.O. Box 71278 | W ashington DC 20024 | www.taxpayer-rights.org Ipage 2
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L(a) The inclusion on a return of a TIN required to be included on the return under 
Section 21,24, 32, 6428, or 6428A if such TIN is of an individual whose age affects the amount 
of the credit under such section:

L(b) The inclusion on a return of a TIN required to be included on the return under 
Section 21,24. 32, 6428, or 6428 A if the computation of the credit on the return reflects the 
treatment of such individuals as being of an age different from the individual’s age based on such 
TIN:

M) An entry on the return claiming the credit under Section 32 with respect to a child if. 
under Section 453(h) of the Social Security Act. the taxpayer is a noncustodial parent of such 
child;

N) An omission of any increase required under Section 36(f) with respect to the recapture 
of a credit allowed under Section 36:

O) The inclusion on a return of an individual taxpayer identification number issued under 
Section 6109(1) which has expired, been revoked by the Secretary, or is otherwise invalid:

P) An omission of information required by Section 24(g)(2) or an entry on the return 
claiming the credit under Section 24 for a taxable year for which the credit is disallowed under 
subsection (g)( 1);

Q(a) An omission of information required by Section 25A(b)(4)(B); and;

Q(b) An entry on the return claiming the American Opportunity Tax Credit for a taxable 
year for w hich such credit is disallowed under Section 25A(b)(4)(A).

SECTION 2-Mathematical and Clerical Error Data Breakdown Request 
(by Classification of Errors)

In the IRS 2020 Data book, “Table 23. Math Errors on Individual Income Tax Returns, by Type 
of Error, Fiscal Year 2020” ! provides information regarding the cumulative number of math 
error notices issued for returns that were assessed in the Fiscal Year 2020. For all math errors 
included in this table, w*c request data detailing the total dollar amount of assessments 
resulting from these notices.

For each Type of Error (a-iii), as listed in Table 23, we request the following seven pieces of data 
specified below (1-7), for math/clerical errors assessed in Fiscal Years 2020 and 2021:

1. The dollar amount of all math errors assessed under the given type of error;

1 httw//www<irs.gcv/statistic5/so/tax-$tats-math-enors-on-!ridividual-income-tax-reWrns-bv-tYpe-of-error-ir5- 
data-book-table-23 (last visited Nov. 17, 2021).

P.O. Box 71278 | Washington DC 20024 | www.taxpayer-rights.org Ipage 3
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2. The total number of abatements issued for math errors under the given type of error;
3, The corresponding total dollar amount of abatements issued for math errors under the 

given type of error;
4. The total number of abated math/clerical error assessments that were ultimately 

reinstated as a result of deficiency procedures under the given type of error;
5. The corresponding total dollar amount of abated math/clerical error assessments that 

were ultimately reinstated as a result of deficiency procedures under the given type of error;
6, The total number of refunds attributable to abated math/clerical errors under the given 

type of error; and
7. The corresponding total dollar amount of refunds attributable to abated math/clerical 

errors under each type of error.

Please provide the data specified above regarding each of the following Types of Errors on a tax 
return, listed on Table 23 of the IRS DataBook:

a. Tax Calculations/other taxes
b. Child Tax Credit
c. Adjusted gross/taxable income amount
d. Education Credits
e. Earned Income Tax Credit
f. Standard/Itemized Deductions
g. First Time Home-buyer Repayment Credit
h. Filing Status
i. Refund/amount owed
j. Adjustments to Income
k. Withholding/Excess Social Security Payments
1. Child/Dependent Care Credit
m. Credit for the Elder]y/Disabled
n. Retirement Savings Contribution Credit
o. Adoption Credit
p. Mortgage Interest Credit
q. General Business Credit
r. Credit for Federal Fuel Tax
s. Foreign Tax Credit
t. Residential Energy Credit
u. Alternative Motor Vehicle Credit
v. Qualified Plug-In Electric Drive Motor Vehicle Credit
w. Qualified Electric Vehicle Credit
x. Making Work Pay Credit
y. Health Coverage Tax Credit
z. Small-Employer Health Insurance Premium Credit
ii. Exemption Number/Amount
iii. Other

SECTION 3-Mathcmatical and Clerical Error Data Breakdown Request for 
Tax Year 2020 Economic Impact Payments and Rebate Recovery Credits
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Please provide data detailing the total number of math and clerical error notices that were 
issued to taxpayers through November 30. 2021. as a result of errors on Tax Year 2020 
Individual Income Tax Returns relating to reconciliation of Economic Impact Payments I and II 
and the Recovery Rebate Credits. Additionally, please provide the corresponding total dollar 
amount of additional tax assessed pursuant to these notices.

We have included a list below (A-D) of possible sources of error related to the 2020 Recovery 
Rebate Credits which the IRS is authorized to categorize as math ematical/derical, as authorized 
by IRC § 6428. For each of the given provisions (A-D), we request the following eight pieces of 
data (1-8), for math/clerical errors relating to the 2020 Recovery Rebate Credit, through 
November 30, 2021:

1. The total number of math/clerical errors issued under the given source of error;
2. The corresponding total dollar amount of math/clerical errors issued under the given 

source of error:
3. The total number of abatements issued for math/clerical errors under the given source 

of error;
4. The corresponding total dollar amount of abatements issued for math/clerical errors 

under the given source of error;
5. The total number of originally abated math/clerical error assessments that were 

ultimately reinstated as a result of deficiency procedures under the given type of error;
6. The corresponding total dollar amount of abated math/clerical error assessments that 

were ultimately reinstated as a result of deficiency procedures under the given type of error;
7. The total number of refunds attributable to abated math/clerical errors issued under the 

given source of error: and
8. The corresponding total dollar amount of refunds attributable to abated math/clerical 

errors issued under the given source of error .

Please provide the data specified above, in regard to each of the following sources of possible 
mathematical error linked to the 2020 Recovery Rebate Credits 1&2:

A. Omission of a valid ID Number;
B. Underreporting of Advanced Payments;
C. Credit Claimed on Another Return for the Taxpayer; and 
D. Other.

SECTION 4.- Mathematical and Clerical Error Data Request Relating to Letter 6470 and Tax 
Year 2020 Economic Impact Payments and Rebate Recovery Credits

Please provide the following data with respect to math and clerical error notices issued during 
Calendar Year 2021:
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1. The total number of math and clerical error notices (CP 11, CP 12, and CP 13) that 
excluded language regarding the right to request abatement within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the notice and recei ve deficiency procedures;2

2. The total number of the notices described in paragraph ( I ) above related to errors with 
the EIP/RRC reconciliation;

3. The total number of Letters 6470 issued in Calendar Year 2021;
4. The total number of Letters 6470 related to errors with the EIP/RRC reconciliation;
5, The total dollar amount of tax assessed relating to the notices described in paragraph (1) 

above:
6. The total dollar amount of tax assessed relating to the notices described in paragraph (2) 

above;
7, The number of math and clerical error asssessments described in paragraph (1) that were 

subsequently abated;
8, The number of math and clerical error assessments described in paragraph (2) that were 

subsequently abated:
9. The total dollar amount of abated math and clerical error assessments described in 

paragraph (7) above; and
10. The total dollar amount of abated math and clerical error assessments described in 

paragraph (8) above.

SECTION 5.-Addilional Mathematical and Clerical Data Breakdown Requests

1. Please provide data detailing the average period from Abatement Request to 
Resolution (i.e., issuance of Statutory Notice of Deficiency, other adjustment, or refund) for 
mathematical and clerical errors issued for the Fiscal Years 2018, 2019, and 2020.

2. Please provide data detailing the calculated amount of interest paid to taxpayers on 
refunds issued as a result of abated Math Errors in the Fiscal Years 2018, 2019. and 2020.

3. Please provide data detailing the average and median direct time spent by IRS 
personnel attributable to resolution of requests for math/clcrical error abatements in the Fiscal 
Years 2018, 2019, and 2020.

I request that this data be provided in an electronic format.

The primary point of contact for this request is Nina Olson who may be reached at (202) 630- 
1690 or at neo (g: tax pay er-nghts.org.

Fee Waiver Request:

For the reasons set forth below, though only fees for duplication would apply, the Center for 
Taxpayer Rights and Procedurally Taxing request that those fees be waived because release of

'See https://www.irs.sov/individuals/tjnderstanclinR-vour-lettef-6470 for further information.
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the requested information is in the public interest and not in the commercial interest of the 
requester.

Procedurally Taxing Should be Categorized as a Member of the Media Under 5 USC 
S552faX4XAKiiXni

Procedurally Taxing is a blog based at https://proceduralivtaxmg.com. Procedurally Taxing 
seeks to be classified as a member of the media for purposes of this request. Procedurally 
Taxing qualifies as a member of the media for purposes of this request based on the following:

• Procedurally Taxing publishes a daily blog that reaches over 3,400 email subscribers 
through its website, averaging 20,0(H) to 30,000 hits per month and about 4,000 views per 
month via social media sites.

• The requested information will better enable Procedurally Taxing to fulfill its mission of 
helping the public understand procedural federal tax issues. This information will 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
government as it relates to correspondence taxpayers should expect to receive from the 
IRS in all aspects of their interaction with the agency. Having access to these letters will 
allow practitioners, academics, tax policy leaders, and taxpayers to understand the 
importance of the letter received, prepare how to respond to the letter, seek information 
on the consequences of receiving the letter, understand and assert taxpayer rights 
associated with receipt of the letter, and evaluate whether the contents of the letter 
comports with law and policy. Access to these letters will also provide an opportunity for 
public dialog about ways to improve tax compliance, reduce taxpayer burden, and 
advance good tax administration and enforcement.

Public Interest Fee Waiver under 5 USC §552(a)t4)tiii) Applicable

• The Center for Taxpayer Rights and Procedurally Taxing will use their editorial skills in 
analyzing the information being requested in this FOIA request to promote, through 
articles and comments on their blogs and in workshops and conferences, dialog and 
public discourse regarding IRS processes and procedures, taxpayer rights, and tax policy 
considerations. Further, the records requested are not being requested for the commercial 
interest of the Center for Taxpayer Rights, Procedurally Taxing, or any other party. 
Accordingly, disclosure of the information requested is in the public interest, and 
therefore should be provided a fee waiver, because it is in likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government 
(specifically, the IRS) and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requester.

Conclusion

The Center for Taxpayer Rights and Procedurally Taxing request media status for this request 
which will allow all applicable fees, which in this case is limited to duplication fees, to be 
waived.
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Expedited Processing Request:

The Center for Taxpayer Rights and Procedurally Taxing request expedited processing for this 
request on the basis of compelling need, pursuant 26 CFR 601.702(c)(6). As described above. 
Procedurally Taxing is primarily engaged in the dissemination of information and our request 
pertains to “a matter of current exigency to the American public.” Procedurally Taxing has 
addressed the topic of math errors repeatedly over the years (see an example of a post here) and 
the recent explosion of math error assessments attributable to rebate recovery credits is a matter 
of current exigency to the American public.

I certify that the statement of compelling need is true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief.

If you have any questions concerning this request, feel free to contact me at your convenience at 
202-630-1690 or at neo@taxpaver-rights.org.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Nina E. Olson
Executive Director
Center for Taxpayer Rights
Contributing Author
Procedural!}' Taxing
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
______ (b)(6)______  Tax Analysts 2022-04513

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Media Requester

■  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 9, 2021

Due Date:
January 10, 2022

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following IRS records.

1. Tax Stats showing the total number of Individual Accounts reported to the IRS each year 
under FACTA IGAs and FFI Agreements, from 2017 through the date of the request, and the 
aggregate reported balance or value of all such accounts.

2. Tax Stats showing the total number of Entity Accounts reported to the IRS each year under 
FATCA IGAs and FFI Agreements from 2017 through the date of the request, and the 
aggregate reported balance or value of all such accounts.

3. Statistics showing the number and nature of cases opened by Criminal Investigation or any 
other division of the IRS on the basis of information received by the IRS under FACTA IGAs 
since 2010.

4. Current policies and procedures concerning the handling and use of information obtained by 
the IRS under FATCA IGAs and FFI Agreements.

Action Plan:
This is essentially a re-submission of FOIA request case no. 2021 -11995, for which a final 
response was sent on August 11, 2021. The FOIA requester may file an Appeal of that 
response, if that is what they wish to do.

This case will be closed as an invalid FOIA request, with a copy of the prior final response letter 
enclosed (the responsive documents previously provided will not be enclosed).

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
December 10, 2021
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December 9. 2021.

IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

By Facsimile: 877-807-9215

FOIA REQUEST
Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:

I write on behalf of Tax Analysts, a non-profit publisher of news regarding 
taxation issues. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 
552, Tax Analysts hereby requests access to the following records:

1. Documents or records indicating, either individually or in the aggregate, the 
number of Individual Accounts reported to the IRS each year as U.S.
Reportable Accounts, U.S. Accounts, or otherwise under Foreign Account Tax 
Compliance Act (FATCA) Intergovernmental Agreements (IGAs) and FFI 
Agreements, from 2017 through the present, and the reported balance or 
value of each such account.

2. Documents or records indicating, either individually or in the aggregate, the 
number of Entity Accounts reported, to the IRS each year under FATCA IGAs 
and FFI Agreements from 2017 through the present, and the reported 
balance of each such account.

3. Documents or records indicating the number and nature of cases opened by 
Criminal Investigation or any other division of the IRS on the basis of 
information received by the IRS under FATCA IGAs since 2010.

1. Documents or records concerning the handling and use of information 
obtained by the IRS under FATCA IGAs and FFI Agreements, including, but 
not limited to, documents and records pertaining to procedures governing 
such handling and use.

We hereby ask that you waive any applicable fees, as has routinely occurred 
in prior situations where Tax Analysts has requested records under the FOIA. 
Release of the information is in the public interest because it will contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the scope of information reported to the IRS 
by partner jurisdictions and foreign financial institutions under FATCA and how 
the agency is utilizing that information.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/09/2021 11:38AM (GMT-06:00)
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Tax Analysts is a representative of the news media within the meaning of the 
FOIA and is thus required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 
pages and is willing to pay that sum up to $25 if need be.

Should the IRS determine that any portion of the requested records may be 
withheld, we request that the reasonably segregable portions be provided, in 
response to this request.

Conclusion

We at Tax Analysts are always willing to discuss ways to streamline or 
facili tate your processing of a request. We have found that handling these issues via 
telephone and e-mail can be mutually beneficial, and I would thus be grateful if you 
could please communicate with me by phone a t | (b)(6) ]or e-mail at

(b)(6) Sitaxanalysts.org if you have any questions or comments.

Thank you for your assistance, and 1 look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

___________ (b)(6)___________

Chief Correspondent, International
Tax Analysts
400 S. Maple Ave. Ste. 400
Fails Church, VA 22046
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
|_____(b)(6)_____ Ta x Analysts

Case number:
2022-04738

Sensitive Case Criteria: |\|e w s  Me dja  Requester

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 15, 2021

Due Date:
January 14, 2022

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks the following records for January 1,2019 to December 14, 2021.

Any formal or informal internal guidance, including but not limited to internal memoranda, 
training materials, or emails from the IRS Independent Office of Appeals which address the 
status of international information return penalties as a coordinated issue or the approach to 
addressing related taxpayer claims for abatement of these penalties under the reasonable 
cause standard, including but not limited to the applicability of the Boyle standard or the 
automatic assessment of penalties.

Action Plan:
A BU search memo will be sent through the Appeals FOIA FC.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
December 16, 2021
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facsimile
Note:

Tax Analysts FOIA Request

Pages: 3

To: From: (b)(6)

Tax Analysts 

400 S Maple Av« 

Falls Church

VA 22046

Phone: Phone:
Fax; (877) 807-9215 F a x :

Date: 12/14/2021

(b)(6)

17035334453
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December 11, 2021

IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 By

facsimile: 877-807-9215

FOIA REQUEST
Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:

1 write on behalf of Tax Analysts, a non-profit publisher of news regarding 
taxation issues. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 
552, Tax Analysts hereby requests access, for purposes of inspection and copying, to 
the following records:

Any formal or informal internal guidance, including but not limited to internal 
memoranda, training materials, or emails from the IRS Independent Office of 
Appeals which address the status of international information return penalties as a 
coordinated issue or the approach to addressing related taxpayer claims for 
abatement of these penalties under the reasonable cause standard, including but 
not limited to the applicability of the Boyle standard or the automatic assessment of 
penalties.

The time frame covered by this request is January 1, 2019 to December 14, 2021.

We hereby ask that you waive any applicable fees, as has routinely occurred in prior 
situations where Tax Analysts has requested records under the FOIA. Release of 
the information is in the public interest because it will contribute significantly to 
public understanding of IRS operations and activities. These documents pertain to 
the IRS’s broader approach to penalty assessment and relief for taxpayers.

'fax Analysts is a representative of the news media within the meaning of the FOIA 
and is thus required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 pages 
and. is willing to pay that sum up to $25 if need be. Through this request. Tax 
Analysts is gathering information on a matter of public interest, namely, IRS 
procedures and guidance on determinations under the Internal Revenue Code, The
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records covered by this request are being sought for dissemination to the general 
public, both in written and electronic form, through Tax Notes, Tax Notes Today 
and possibly other periodicals published by Tax Analysts.

Should the IRS determine that any portion of the requested records may be 
withheld, we request that the reasonably segregable portions be made public.

Conclusion.

Tax Analysts has filed a number of FOIA requests with the IRS over the years, and 
we are always willing to discuss ways to streamline or facilitate your processing of a 
request. We have found that handling these issues via telephone and e-mail can be 
mutually beneficial, and we would thus be grateful if you could please communicate 
with me by phone or e-mail if you have any questions or comments.

Thank you for your assistance, and 1 look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

_________ (b)(6)__________

Senior Legal Reporter, Worldwide Tax Daily
400 S Maple Ave, Suite 100
Falls Church VA, 22046

(bX6) |^ta xanalysts. org
Office: | (b)(6)

Cell:| M6* I
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) , Due Diligence Group LLC 2022-05148

Sensitive Case Criteria: s e e ks  FO IA requests about a U.S.
Senator

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 20, 2021

Due Date:
January 20, 2022

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks copies of FOIA requests and the responsive materials thereof filed 
December 1,2016 through December 19, 2021 on the topic of "Senator Michael Bennet" in 
both his capacity as a United States Senator and as a private citizen.

The FOIA request also seeks copies of FOIA requests from American Rising Corporation 
and/or Allan Blutstein and the responsive materials thereof filed December 1,2016 through 
December 19, 2021.

Action Plan:
A search of the FOIAXpress and archived AFOIA databases will be conducted to locate any 
responsive FOIA requests filed.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
December 21,2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: December 20, 2021______

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Sunday, December 19, 2021 9:05 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 19, 2021 09:05:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
20711 Holt Avenue,
#982
City
Lakeville
State/Province
Minnesota
Postal Code
55044
Country
United States
Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
Due Diligence Group LLC
Email
records@duediligencegroupllc.com<mailto:records@duediligencegroupllc.com>

Request
Request ID 
301621
Confirmation ID
301096
Request description
The following request is being made in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. A§ 
552). I am requesting copies of the following records: FOIA Requests On The Topic Of a€oeSenator 
Bennet,a€ And/or a€oeMichael Benneta€ (December 2016 a€*' Present). Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests and the responsive materials thereof filed December 2016 to the present date of this 
request on the topic of a€oeMichael Bennet,a€ a€oeSenator Bennet,a€ or the staff or representatives 
of Senator Michael Bennet, in both his capacity as a United States Senator and as a private citizen. 
Direct correspondence should include letters, emails, reports, and other relevant material. I am not 
seeking any secondary material such as phone logs, notations of conversation, etc. FOIA requests made
by America Rising and/or| (b)(6)

Rising and/or| (b)(6)

: I am requesting copies of all FOIA requests made by America
( (b)(6) §americarisingllc.com<mailtc (b)(6) jg)americarisingllc.com>)

to U.S. Department of Treasury - Internal Revenue Service from December 1,2016, to Present.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
other
Fee waiver
no

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/20/2021 10:33AM (GMT-05:00>
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addressjinel
address_line2
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization
email
expedited_processing
fee_waiver
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category
request-description
301621
301096
Lakeville
United States
20711 Holt Avenue,
#982
Minnesota
55044
Due Diligence Group LLC
records@duediligencegroupllc.com<mailto:records@duediligencegroupllc.com> 
no
no

(b)(6)

other
The following request is being made in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. A§ 
552). I am requesting copies of the following records: FOIA Requests On The Topic Of a€oeSenator 
Bennet,a€ And/or a€ceMichael Benneta€ (December 2016 a€“ Present). Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) requests and the responsive materials thereof filed December 2016 to the present date of this 
request on the topic of a€oeMichael Bennet,a€ a€oeSenator Bennet,a€ or the staff or representatives
of Senator Michael Bennet, in both his capacity as a United States Senator and as a private citizen. 
Direct correspondence should include letters, emails, reports, and other relevant material. I am not 
seeking any secondary material such as phone logs, notations of conversation, etc. FOIA requests made 
by America Rising and/or Allan Blustein: I am requesting copies of all FOIA requests made by America 
Rising and/or] (b)(6) |(| (b)(6) ^ americarisingllc.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ americarisingllc.com>)
to U.S. Department of Treasury - Internal Revenue Service from December 1,2016, to Present.
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FOIA Request 301621

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 19, 2021 09:05:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

20711 Holt Avenue.
^982
Lakeville
Minnesota
55044
United States

(b)(6)

Due Diligence Group LLC 
records@duedi ligencegioupllc.com

Request

Request ID 301621
Confirmation
ID 301096

The following request is being made in accordance with the Freedom of Information
Act (5 U.S.C. § 552). I am requesting copies of the following records; FOIA Requests 
On The Topic O f “Senator Bennet,” And/or “Michael Bennet” (December 2016 -  
Present). Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests and the responsive materials 
thereof filed December 2016 to the present date of this request on the topic of

Request 
description

(b)(6) I am re
(b)(6) ____ (

“Michael Bennet,” “Senator Bennet.” or the staff or representatives of Senator 
Michael Bennet, in both his capacity as a United States Senator and as a private 
citizen. Direct correspondence should include letters, emails, reports, and other 
relevant material. I am not seeking any secondary material such as phone logs, 
notations of conversation, etc. FOIA requests made by America Rising and/or p b x e T  

questing copies of all FOIA requests made by America Rising and/or
____________________ (b)(6) americarisingllc.com) to U.S. Department of Treasury - 
Internal Revenue Service from December 1,2016, to Present.

Supporting documentation

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/20/2021 10:33AM (GMT-05:00>
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Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

other

no

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/20/2021 10:33AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
_________ (b)(6)_________

Case number:
2022-05345

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
January 12, 2022

Due Date:
February 10, 2022

Case Summary:
The request seeks the following records related to ID.me for online authentication services:

1. Contracts between IRS and ID.me or any re-sellers
2. All comments/complaints from members of the public about the arrangement with ID.me 
from 1/1/20 to date of the request
3. All correspondence between IRS and ID.me from 1/10/2020 to present
4. Any records indicating number of identities verified by ID.me, those failed to be verified via 
ID.me and/or fraudulent logins

Action Plan:
I received copies of the contracts from Procurement. Copies of the Blanket Purchase 
Agreements were provided in closed case 2021-20237. I need assistance in having the BPAs 
imported into this case. Once done, I can provide an interim response.

Waiting for search memo approval before sending to PGLD Office of Identity Assurance. 
Identity and Access Management (IT:IAM) has also been identified as potentially having 
responsive documents. I will reach out to IT for confirmation prior to issuing search memo.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
January 27, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: December 21,2021______

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 16  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 21,2021 7:20 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 21,2021 07:20:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/21/2021 1:49PM (GMT-06:00)
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address

(b)(6)

City
(b)(6)

State/Province
(b)(6)

Pos al Code
(b)(6)

Country
United States
Phone________

(b)(6)

Email
(b)(6) ^gmail.com<mailto| (b)(6) bgmail.com>

Request
Request ID
302261
Confirmation ID
301736
Request description
I'm writing to request records pertaining to the IRS's work with ID.me Inc. in verifying taxpayer identities, 
including: * All contracts between the IRS and ID.me or any resellers of its services and software * All 
comments and complaints from members of the public about the arrangement with ID.me and issues 
relating to verifying identity through the service since 1/1/2020 through when this request is fulfilled * All 
correspondence between the IRS and ID.me since 1/1/2020 through when this request is fulfilled * Any 
records indicating the number of identities verified via ID.me, those failed to be verified via ID.me, and/or 
fraudulent logins/refund claims/etc. allowed by ID.me

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
I am a journalist who has covered technology and privacy issues for publications including Gizmodo, 
Motherboard, Fast Company, the Wall Street Journal and other outlets, and as publication of reporting 
derived from this information will contribute significantly to the public understanding of the IRS's identity 
verification process and the relationship with ID.me, I am asking that any fees be waived. This topic is 
especially important as taxpayers are limited in their ability to visit IRS offices in person due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and as financial fraud and cybercrime remain perennial issues. I have no 
commercial interest in this information.
Willing to pay
25

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
yes
Explanation
I am a professional journalist and "primarily engaged in disseminating information" to the public, and 
there is an urgent need to inform the public about steps the IRS is taking to verify people's identity and 
prevent fraud as the IRS rolls out this new system

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/21/2021 1:49PM (GMT-06:00)
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(https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-new-online-identity-verification-process-for-accessing-self-hel 
p-tools) with tax season approaching so rapidly and the IRS continuing to advise taxpayers to be on the 
lookout for fraud (e.g., 
https://www.weau.com/2021/12/05/consumer-alert-irs-issues-scam-warning-ahead-tax-season-offers-10 
-security-tips/).

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmationjd
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_line2
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
email
expedited_processing
expedited_processing_explanation
fee_amount_willing
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category
request_description
302261
301736

yes
I am a professional journalist and "primarily engaged in disseminating information" to the public, and 
there is an urgent need to inform the public about steps the IRS is taking to verify people's identity and 
prevent fraud as the IRS rolls out this new system 
(https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-new-online-identity-verification-process-for-accessing-self-hel 
p-tools) with tax season approaching so rapidly and the IRS continuing to advise taxpayers to be on the 
lookout for fraud (e.g., 
https://www.weau.com/2Q21/12/05/consumer-alert-irs-issues-scam-warning-ahead-tax-season-offers-10 
-security-tips/).
25
yes
I am a journalist who has covered technology and privacy issues for publications including Gizmodo, 
Motherboard, Fast Company, the Wall Street Journal and other outlets, and as publication of reporting 
derived from this information will contribute significantly to the public understanding of the IRS's identity 
verification process and the relationship with ID.me, I am asking that any fees be waived. This topic is 
especially important as taxpayers are limited in their ability to visit IRS offices in person due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and as financial fraud and cybercrime remain perennial issues. I have no 
commercial interest in this information.

(b)(6)
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(b)(6)

media
I'm writing to request records pertaining to the IRS's work with ID.me Inc. in verifying taxpayer identities, 
including: * All contracts between the IRS and ID.me or any resellers of its services and software * All 
comments and complaints from members of the public about the arrangement with ID.me and issues 
relating to verifying identity through the service since 1/1/2020 through when this request is fulfilled * All 
correspondence between the IRS and ID.me since 1/1/2020 through when this request is fulfilled * Any 
records indicating the number of identities verified via ID.me, those failed to be verified via ID.me, and/or 
fraudulent logins/refund claims/etc. allowed by ID.me
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FOIA Request 302261

The following list contains the entire submission submitted December 21. 2021 07:20:02ani ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
ID

302261

301736

Request 
description

I'm writing to request records pertaining to the IRS's work, with ID.nie Inc. in 
verifying taxpayer identities, including: * All contracts between the IRS and ID.nie 
or any resellers of its services and software * All comments and complaints from 
members of the public about the arrangement with ID.nie and issues relating to 
verifying identity through the service since 1/1/2020 through when this request is 
fulfilled * All correspondence between the IRS and ID.nie since 1/1/2020 through 
when this request is fulfilled * Any records indicating the number of identities 
verified via ID.me, those failed to be verified via ID.mc, and/or fraudulent 
logins/refund claims/etc. allowed by ID.me

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

media

ves
J
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Willing to pay 25

I am a journalist who has covered technology and privacy issues for publications 
including Gizinodo, Motherboard. Fast Company, the Wall Street Journal and other 
outlets, and as publication of reporting derived from this information will contribute

Explanation significantly to the public understanding of the IRS's identity verification process and 
the relationship with ID.me. I ant asking that any fees be waived. Hais topic is 
especially important as taxpayers are limited in their ability to visit IRS offices in 
person due to the COVID-19 pandemic and as financial fraud and cybercrime remain 
perennial issues. I have no commercial interest in this information.

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

I am a professional journalist and "primarily engaged in disseminating information" to 
the public, and there is an urgent need to inform the public about steps the IRS is 
taking to verify people's identity and prevent fraud as the IRS rolls out this new system

Explanation (https:/'www;.irs.gov''newsroom/irs-unveils-ne\v-onl ine-identity-verification-process- 
for-accessing-self-help-tools) with tax season approaching so rapidly and the IRS 
continuing to advise taxpayers to be on the lookout for fraud (e.g.,
https ://www.weau. com 202b  12/05/consuiner-alert-irs-issues-scam-warniiig-ahead-lax- 
season-offers-lO-security-tips/).
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-05673

Sensitive Case Criteria: M u c k R o c k

[■] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
December 29, 2021

Due Date:
January 28, 2022

Case Summary:
Requester is seeking documents regarding contract between the IRS and ID.me.

Action Plan:
Letter to be prepared and case placed on hold as the requester did not provide the contract 
number to enable the BU to search for responsive documents.

Submitted By:
Gail Minauro

Date:
January 7, 2022



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 122227 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
SOMERVILLE MA 02144-2516

002891 2891 1 AB 0.461
T13 P1 —AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FOIA OFFICE
PO BOX 621506
ATLANTA GA 30362-3006

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVK 8  
Data Services

DEC 2 92021 ]

• | | , " ||||" ||G L D S  Support Serving
Atlanta, GA ;

December 19, 2021
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To Whom It May_Concern: _____  ___

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

1) All contracts between the agency and ID.me for identity verification identity proofing services.

2) All training material provided by ID.me to the agency regarding its identity verification and identity 
proofing services. This should include user manuals, webinars, slide presentations, and where possible, a 
schedule of the training sessions offered by ID.me since Jan. 1, 2019.

3) Data reflecting the number of agency website users with ID.me as the identity provider, broken down by 
year.

4) All working group meeting minutes or notes related to the agency's relationship with ID.me.

5) All "show cause" or "cure" notices related to the agency's contract with ID.me.

I ask that all fees be waived as 1 am a journalist and intend to use the requested records to publish articles 
in the public interest. In the event you choose to impose fees, I request a detailed breakdown of the fees, 
including the hourly wage of each employee involved and an explanation justifying the employee hours 
required to fulfill the request.

Should you choose to reject this request or redact portions of it, I ask that you provide a detailed 
breakdown of the statutory exemptions and associated case law underlying your decision to withhold 
each/any portions from public review.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Pa^e 1 o f 2



MuckRock News
DEPT MR 122227
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
122227-99212817@requests.muckrock.com

View request history, upload responsive documents,'and.report problems here: 
https://www.muckrock.com/respond/1212273/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:. ' * *
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com 
E-mail (Preferred): (b)(6) ©requests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 122227
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed hy a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-05821

Sensitive Case Criteria: Me m be r  o f the News Media :Wall
Street Journal

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
January 04, 2022

Due Date:
February 01,2022

Case Summary:
Requester seeks copies of any internal training materials presented to IRS staff since Jan. 1, 
2021, on the topic of diversity, equity and/or inclusion, and also any vendor contracts, 
agreements or invoices related to the creation and/or presentation of those training materials.

Action Plan:
Plan to contact the HCO and EDI FOIA Functional Contact for their input into the feasibility of 
processing the request.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through David Nimmo

Date:
January 4, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: January 03, 2022________

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Media Requester. Create as new TLS FOIA case.

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 11:00 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 03,202211:00:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name
(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/03/2022 11:14AM (GMT-05:00>
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
1211 Avenue of the Americas
Fifth Floor
City
New York
State/Province
NY
Postal Code
10036
Country
United States
Phone

(b)(6) |

Company/Organization
The Wall Street Journal
Email______

(b)(6) ^wsj.com<mailto|— (b)(6) ~ ^ wsj.com>

Request 
Request ID 
306561
Confirmation ID
306036
Request description
Good afternoon, Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting copies of any internal training 
materials presented to IRS staff since Jan. 1,2021, on the topic of diversity, equity and/or inclusion. I am 
also requesting any vendor contracts, agreements or invoices related to the creation and/or presentation 
of those training materials. Please consider waiving fees, since the information is being sought in the 
public interest by a media organization. If there are fees for this request, please advise before it is 
fulfilled. If you deny any part of this request, please explain under what exemption the information is being
withheld. Thanks-I appreciate your help. I’m at 
Street Journal

(b)(6) best, (b)(6) The Wall

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
Please consider waiving fees, since the information is being sought in the public interest by a media 
organization. If there are fees for this request, please advise before it is fulfilled.
Willing to pay
25

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/03/2022 11:14AM (GMT-05:00>
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address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_line2
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization
email
expedited_processing
fee_amount_willing
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category
request_description
306561
306036
New York
United States
1211 Avenue of the Americas
Fifth Floor
NY
10036
The Wall Street Journal

(b)(6) ^ wsj.com<mailtq w )  g wsj.com>
no
25
yes
Please consider waiving fees, since the information is being sought in the public interest by a media
organization. If

(b)(6)

here are fees for this request, please advise before it is fulfilled.

media
Good afternoon, Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting copies of any internal training 
materials presented to IRS staff since Jan. 1,2021, on the topic of diversity, equity and/or inclusion. I am 
also requesting any vendor contracts, agreements or invoices related to the creation and/or presentation 
of those training materials. Please consider waiving fees, since the information is being sought in the 
public interest by a media organization. If there are fees for this request, please advise before it is 
fulfilled. If you deny any part of this request, please explain under what exemption the information is being 
withheld. Thanks-I appreciate your help. I’m at:| (b)(6) | best,| (b)(6) |The Wall
Street Journal

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/03/2022 11:14AM (GMT-05:00>
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FOIA Request 306561

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 03. 2022 11:00:02am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

1211 Avenue of the Americas
Fifth Floor
New York 
NY 
10036 
United States 

(b)(6)

The Wall Sheet Journal
(b)(6) ^wsj.coin

Request

Request ID 306561
Confirmation
ID 306036

Request 
description

Good afternoon. Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting copies of 
any internal training materials presented to IRS staff since Jan. 1.2021. on the topic 
of diversity', equity and 'or inclusion. I am also requesting any vendor contracts, 
agreements or invoices related to the creation and/or presentation of those training 
materials. Please consider waiving fees, since the information is being sought in the 
public interest by a media organization. If there are fees for this request please 
advise before it is fulfilled. If you deny any pint of this request, please explain under 
what exemption the information is being withheld. Thanks—I appreciate your help. 
I'm at:| (b)(6) |. best, | (b)(6) ~ |fh e  Wall Street Journal

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category' media

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/03/2022 11:14AM (GMT-05:00>
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Fee waiver

Explanation

Willing to pay

yes
Please consider waiving fees, sinec the information is being sought in the public 
interest by a media organization. If there are fees for this request, please advise 
before it is fulfilled.
25

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/03/2022 11:14AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2022-05891

Sensitive Case Criteria: Me m be r  o f the News Media :
ProPublica

H] Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
January 04, 2022

Due Date:
February 02, 2022

Case Summary:
Requester seeks access to the names of all entities that newly registered with the IRS as 
churches from 1.1.2021-1.1.2022.

Action Plan:
Plan to contact TEGE's Functional Contact for their input into the feasibility of processing the 
request.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through Bernard McDade

Date:
January 4, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: January 04, 2022________

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 9:35 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 04,2022 09:35:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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Last name 
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
135 Auburn Ave NE
207
City
Atlanta
State/Province
Georgia
Postal Code
30303
Country
United States
Phone 

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
ProPublica
Email __________,

(b)(6) ~^)propublica.orq<mailto| <b)<6) l@propublica.org>

Request
Request ID
307231
Confirmation ID
306706
Request description
I request the names of all entities that newly registered with the IRS as churches from
1.1.2021-1.1.2022.1 request the records in whatever forms the IRS keeps them (list, topsheet, etc). I 
request the documents in electronic form. Please feel free to ask me any and all questions.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
I request a fee wavier as this is a request for ProPublica, a nonprofit news organization without a paywall, 
which will serve to better inform the public.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmationjd
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_line2
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/04/2022 10:30AM (GMT-05:00>
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email
expedited_processing 
fee_waiver 
fee_waiver_explanation 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description
307231
306706
Atlanta
United States 
135 Auburn Ave NE 
207
Georgia 
30303 
ProPublica

Zl®propublica.org<mailto (b)(6) |g)propublica.org>
no
yes
I request a fee wavier as this is a request for ProPublica, a nonprofit news organization without a paywall, 
which will serve to better inform the public.

(b)(6)

media
I request the names of all entities that newly registered with the IRS as churches from
1.1.2021-1.1.2022.1 request the records in whatever forms the IRS keeps them (list, topsheet, etc). I 
request the documents in electronic form. Please feel free to ask me any and all questions.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/04/2022 10:30AM (GMT-05:00>
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FOIA Request 307231

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 04, 2022 09:35:02am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

135 Auburn Ave NE
207
Atlanta
Georgia 
30303
United States

(b)(6)

ProPublica
(b)(6) % prop ublica. org

Request

Request ID
Confirmation ID

Request 
description

307231
306706
I request the names of all entities that newly registered with the IRS as churches 
from 1.1.2021-1.1.2022.1 request the records in whatever forms the IRS keeps 
them (list, topsheet, etc). 1 request the documents in electronic form. Please feel 
free to ask me any and all questions.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media
Fee waiver

Explanation

yes
I request a fee wavier as this is a request for ProPublica. a nonprofit news 
organization without a paywall, which will serve to better inform the public.

Expedited processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/04/2022 10:30AM (GMT-05:00>
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Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/04/2022 10:30AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-06089

Sensitive Case Criteria: Me m be r  o f the News :Senate
Leadership Fund (Independent

B]  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention Super PAC)
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
January 07, 2022

Due Date:
February 07, 2022

Case Summary:
Requester seeks access to:

1. The number of incarcerated individuals that received stimulus checks under the American 
Rescue Plan, and
2. the amount of money in total that was sent to incarcerated individuals under the American 
Rescue Plan.

Action Plan:
Requester is seeking updates on 2021-16191 - information provided in June, 2021. Not able 
to Conduct a Soft Touch with Wage and Investment Functional Contact on availability of 
updates. Will seek a response on a Search Memorandum

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan; Through Bernard McDade

Date:
January 14, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: January 07, 2022________

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 6, 2022 5:20 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 06,2022 05:20:19pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/07/2022 5:08AM (GMT-06:00)
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
1130 Connecticut Ave NW
Suite 1201
City
Washington
State/Province
DC
Postal Code
20036
Country
United States
Phone

(b)(6) ~~ |

Company/Organization
Senate Leadership Fund
Email
(b)(6) teamericancrossroads.org<mailtonbX6r]gamericancrossroads.org>

Request
Request ID 
308581
Confirmation ID
308056
Request description
Please see the attached letter.

Supporting documentation
Additional Information
IRS FOIA Request2.pdf

Fees
Request category ID 
other
Fee waiver 
no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_line2
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
attachments_supporting_documentation
company_organization
email
expedited_processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/07/2022 5:08AM (GMT-06:00)
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fee_waiver 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description 
308581
308056
Washington 
United States
1130 Connecticut Ave NW 
Suite 1201
DC 
20036
IRS FOIA Request2.pdf 
Senate Leadership Fund 
(b)(6) ^ americancrossroads.org<mailto[~(b)(6)~^americancrossroads.org>

no
no

(b)(6)

other
Please see the attached letter.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/07/2022 5:08AM (GMT-06:00)
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Internal Revenue Service 
Central Processing Unit 
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

January 6. 2022

Dear FOIA Officer:

As a result o f the American Rescue Plan—signed into law on March 11.2021—many 
Americans, including those incarcerated in our nation’s prisons, became eligible for SI.400 
stimulus checks. The purpose of this letter is to request the following information under the 
Freedom of Information Act. I seek any and all documents or records, including but not limited 
to electronic documents, e-mails, paper documents, photographs (electronic or hard copy), or 
audio files, related to the below requests:

• How many incarcerated individuals received stimulus cheeks under the American Rescue 
Plan: and

• How much money in total was sent to incarcerated individuals under the American 
Rescue Plan?

If there are any fees for searching or copying the records, please contact me prior to filing my 
request. Additionally, please sort the relevant data by category of crime committed, if  possible.

Should any portion of this request be denied, please provide in writing the specific reasons 
for the denial and cite each specific statutory' exemption underlying the withholding of 
information. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/07/2022 5:08AM (GMT-06:00)
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FOIA Request 308581

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 06. 2022 05:20:19pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

1130 Connecticut Ave NW
Suite 1201 
Washington 
DC 
20036
United States

(b)(6)

Senate Leadership Fund 
(b)(6) ^americancrossroads.org

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation ID 
Request description

308581
308056
Please sec the attached letter.

Supporting documentation

Additional Information IRS FOIA Request2.pdf

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

other
no

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/07/2022 5:08AM (GMT-06:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-06689

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
January 14, 2022

Due Date:
February 14, 2022

Case Summary:
Request seeks the following pertaining to ID.me online authentication services:

1. Documents summarizing the reason for adopting ID.me, including any competitive analysis 
or bidding done against other providers
2. Documents pertaining to the decision not to use  or plans to use  in the 
future

login.gov login.gov

3. Documents summarizing the reason for the decision to force existing IRS accounts to move 
to ID.me

Action Plan:
Prepare and send Search Memo to PGLD Office of Identity Assurance. Identification and 
Access Management (IT:IAM) and Procurement have also been identified as potentially having 
responsive documents. I will reach out to them before preparing and sending Search Memos.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
1/27/2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: January 14, 2022________

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 3:20 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 13,2022 03:20:07pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name
(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/14/2022 10:03AM (GMT-05:00>
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
(b)(6)

City
(b)(6)

State/Province
(b)(6)

Postal Code
(b)(6)

Country
United States
Phone______

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
N/A
Email

(b)(6) ^gmail.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ gmail.com>

Request
Request ID 
311841
Confirmation ID
311316
Request description
Please provide information about the decision to use a private identity provider like ID.me instead of 
login.gov for IRS Online Account. I am requesting the following details -1 . Any documents summarizing 
the reasoning for adopting ID.me including any competitive analysis or bidding done against other 
providers. 2. Any documents pertaining to decision to not use login.gov or any documents or plans to use 
login.gov in future. 3. Documents summarizing the reasons for the decision to force all existing IRS 
accounts to move to ID.me by summer 2022.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
other
Fee waiver
no

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization
email
expedited_processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/14/2022 10:03AM (GMT-05:00>



01/14/2022 8:56:38 AM -0600 IRS PAGE 3 OF 5

fee_waiver 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description 
311841
311316

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

N/A
I (b)(6) ^ gmail.com<mailtoT~ (b)(6) & gmail.com> 

no
no

(b)(6)

other
Please provide information about the decision to use a private identity provider like ID.me instead of 
login.gov for IRS Online Account. I am requesting the following details -1 . Any documents summarizing 
the reasoning for adopting ID.me including any competitive analysis or bidding done against other 
providers. 2. Any documents pertaining to decision to not use login.gov or any documents or plans to use 
login.gov in future. 3. Documents summarizing the reasons for the decision to force all existing IRS 
accounts to move to ID.me by summer 2022.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/14/2022 10:03AM (GMT-05:00>
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FOIA Request 311841

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 13. 2022 03:20:07pm ET. and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
II)

311841

311316

Request 
description

Please provide information about the decision to use a private identity provider like 
ID.me instead oflogin.gov for IRS Online Account. I am requesting the following 
details -1 . Any documents summarizing the reasoning for adopting ID.me including 
any competitive analysis or bidding done against other providers. 2. Any documents 
pertaining to decision to not use login.gov or any documents or plans to use 
login.gov in future. 3. Documents summarizing the reasons for the decision to force 
all existing IRS accounts to move to ID.me by summer 2022.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category II) 
Fee waiver

other
no

Expedited processing

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/14/2022 10:03AM (GMT-05:00>
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Expedited Processing no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-06821

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
January 18, 2022

Due Date:
February 15, 2022

Case Summary:
Requests seeks the following documents related to ID.me on-line authentication services:

Copies of the Blanket Purchase Agreements 2032H520A00009 and 2032H521F00420, and all 
orders issued under the BPAs

Action Plan:
I can secure the BPAs from closed case 2021-20237. I secured copies of the orders in 
response to a search memo from another open case (2022-05345) and imported into this case. 
No search memo will be required for this request.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
January 27, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: January 18, 2022________

To: CPU___________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From : Middleton Debra Sue__________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: [ 4  Including cover page

Subject: FW: 2022-FOIA-00185 Request for Feedback ASAP But NLT 1 /19/22

Please create a FOIA case with the attached info and assign to DO 13.
Thanks!
deb

From ^treasury.gov <( (b)(6) ~^treasury.gov>
Sent: Friday, January 14, 2022 11:01 AM
To: Middleton Debra Sue <| (b)(6) |@irs.gov>; White William IV ■ (b)(6) Dirs.gov>
C c :  (b)(6) ~ ^)treasury.gov;| (b)(6) ^)treasu ry.gov
Subject: 2022-FOIA-00185 Request for Feedback ASAP But NLT 1/19/22

Good afternoon,

I hope all is well.

I know that we have had some challenges with determining equity with regards to some of our contracts 
but this particular FOIA request identifies IRS. I kindly ask that you confirm the routing of the request to 
your office. As always, thank you!

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/18/2022 12:51PM (GMT-05:00>
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OUTLINE OF FOIA REQUEST

The Blanket Purchase Agreement(s) (BPA) relating to Procurement Instrument Identifiers (PHD) 
2032H520A00009 and 2032H521F00420.

All orders issued under the above-identified BPA(s).

My understanding is that the above relate to identity verification services provided to the Internal Revenue 
Service by ID.me, Inc. as an affiliated party or subcontrator.

I kindly ask that you respond on or before 1/18/22

Cawana Pearson
FOIA Case Manager, FOIA and Transparency
Privacy, Transparency, and Records
U.S. Department of the Treasury
Telephone: | <b)(6) |
Email: | (b)(6) |@treasury.gov<mailto| (b)(6) ~fetreasurv.gov>

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/18/2022 12:51PM (GMT-05:00>
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FOIA Request 311486

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 12. 2022 10:25:01pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Email

Request

Req nest ID 311486
Confirmation ID 310961

Request 
description

The Blanket Purchase Agreement(s) (BPA) relating to Procurement Instrument 
Identifiers (PHD) 2032H520A00009 and 2032H521F00420. All orders issued 
under the above-identified BPA(s). My understanding is that 1he above relate to 
identity verification services provided to the Internal Revenue Service by ID.me. 
Inc. as an affiliated party or subcontrator.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee w aiver

other

Explanation

Willing to pay

yes
I am an independent researcher blogger seeking to inform the public about the 
performance standards that apply to ID.me as an IRS subcontractor; how those 
standards were determined; how performance is being measured; and whether those 
standards are being met. I am a U.S. citizen. I have no direct or indirect financial 
interest in the matter.
$25.00

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/18/2022 12:51PM (GMT-05:00>
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) |of Tax Analysts 2022-07069

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
1/21/2022

Due Date:
2/18/2022

Case Summary:
Request is seeking documents associated with BPA 2032H5-20-A-00009/Order 
2032H5-21-F00420 with ID.me. Documents sought include:

Monthly progress and and performance reports from ID.me for September -December 2021 
Minutes from bi-weekly status call/meetings for September 11,2021-January 20, 2022 
Monthly metrics on success and failures of both identity assurance levels and authentication 
assurances levels for September-December, 2021

Action Plan:
Issue search memo to PGLD's Office of Identity Assurance for requested records.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
January 25, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: January 21,2022________

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 17  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Please create as TLS FOIA

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2022 3:50 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 20,2022 03:50:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/21/2022 6:43AM (GMT-06:00)
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
(b)(6)

City
(b)(6)

State/Province
(b)(6)

Postal Code
| (b)(6) |

Country
United States
Phone

(b)(6)
Company/Organization
Tax Analysts
Email______

gtaxanalysts.org<mailto (b)(6) ^ taxanalysts.org>

Request 
Request ID 
315326
Confirmation ID
314801
Request description
Dear Custodian of Records: This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act. I am 
making on this request on behalf of Tax Analysts, which is a non-profit media organization. The records 
that we seek relate to contract number 2032H5-20-A-00009 / Order number 2032H5-21 -F-00420 (a
contract between the IRS, Office of Procurement-Enterprise Systems Branch and contractor V3GATE, 
LLC for the ID.me Software and Software Maintenance Blanket Purchase Agreement). We request: 1.
The monthly progress and performance reports from ID.me for September 2021, October 2021, 
November 2021, and December 2021. These reports were to be delivered on the first day of the month, 
reporting for the previous month. 2. All of the minutes from the bi-weekly status call or meeting with the 
Treasury project manager (a€ceTreasury PMa€ ) for each of the bi-weekly status calls or meetings from 
September 11,2021 to January 20,2022.3. The monthly metrics on success and failures of both 
Identity Assurance Levels and Authentication Assurance Levels for September 2021, October 2021, 
November 2021, and December 2021. These metrics were to be delivered on the first day of the month, 
reporting for the previous month. To assist you in locating these records, I note that they were cited in 
documents that Tax Analysts received in response to FOIA request no. 2021-20237. The Treasury 
Enterprise Identity Credential and Access Management (TEICAM) Office entered the blanket purchase 
agreement that is the object of the contract. The IRS Privacy, Government Liaison and Disclosure - 
Identity Assurance Office is identified as the applicant in the contract documents. I do not wish to inspect 
the documents first. As the FOIA requires, please release all reasonably segregable nonexempt portions 
of documents. As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter of its daily federal news 
publication Tax Notes, I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news 
gathering activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the publica€™s 
understanding of the administration of the 2021 Advance Child Tax Credit. Please inform me first and
provide an estimate if  you expect to charge any fees. If you have any questions regarding this request, 
please contact me at| (b)(6) |ind/or_______

(b)(6) ^ taxanalysts.org<mailto:| (b)(6) ^ taxanalysts.org>. I look forward to receiving your 
response within the twenty-day statutory time period. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
Sincerely,! <b)<6) I_________

(b)(6) ^)taxanalysts.org<mailto| (b)(6) [@taxanalysts.org>

Supporting documentation

Fees
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/21/2022 6:43AM (GMT-06:00)
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Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter of its daily federal news publication Tax 
Notes, I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news gathering 
activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the publica€™s 
understanding of the administration of the 2021 Advance Child Tax Credit. Please inform me first and 
provide an estimate if you expect to charge any fees.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmationjd
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization
email
expedited_processing
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category
request-description
315326
314801

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

Tax Analysts
(b)(6) ~^taxanalysts.org<mailto| (b)(6) ^taxanalysts.org>

no
yes
As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter of its daily federal news publication Tax 
Notes, I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news gathering 
activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the publica€™s 
understanding of the administration of the 2021 Advance Child Tax Credit. Please inform me first and 
provide an estimate if you expect to charge any fees.

(b)(6)

media
Dear Custodian of Records: This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act. I am 
making on this request on behalf of Tax Analysts, which is a non-profit media organization. The records
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that we seek relate to contract number 2032H5-20-A-00009 / Order number 2032H5-21 -F-00420 (a 
contract between the IRS, Office of Procurement-Enterprise Systems Branch and contractor V3GATE, 
LLC for the ID.me Software and Software Maintenance Blanket Purchase Agreement). We request: 1. 
The monthly progress and performance reports from ID.me for September 2021, October 2021, 
November 2021, and December 2021. These reports were to be delivered on the first day of the month, 
reporting for the previous month. 2. All of the minutes from the bi-weekly status call or meeting with the 
Treasury project manager (a€ceTreasury PMa€ ) for each of the bi-weekly status calls or meetings from 
September 11,2021 to January 20,2022.3. The monthly metrics on success and failures of both 
Identity Assurance Levels and Authentication Assurance Levels for September 2021, October 2021, 
November 2021, and December 2021. These metrics were to be delivered on the first day of the month, 
reporting for the previous month. To assist you in locating these records, I note that they were cited in 
documents that Tax Analysts received in response to FOIA request no. 2021-20237. The Treasury 
Enterprise Identity Credential and Access Management (TEICAM) Office entered the blanket purchase 
agreement that is the object of the contract. The IRS Privacy, Government Liaison and Disclosure - 
Identity Assurance Office is identified as the applicant in the contract documents. I do not wish to inspect 
the documents first. As the FOIA requires, please release all reasonably segregable nonexempt portions 
of documents. As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter of its daily federal news 
publication Tax Notes, I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This request is made as part of news 
gathering activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce records that contribute to the publica€™s 
understanding of the administration of the 2021 Advance Child Tax Credit. Please inform me first and
provide an estimate if  you expect to charge any fees. If you have any questions regarding this request, 
please contact me at (b)(6) ~|and/or

(b)(6) ^taxanalysts.org<mailto (b)(6) ^ taxanalysts.org>. I look forward to receiving your
response within the twenty-day statutory time period. Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely, 

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

gtaxanalysts.org<mailto (b)(6) ^ taxanalysts.org>
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FOIA Request 315326

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 20. 2022 03:50:02pm ET. and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
II)

315326

314801
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Dear Custodian of Records: Ibis is a request under the Freedom of Information 
AcFPrivacy Act. I am making on this request on behalf of Tax Analysts, which is a 
non-profit media organization. The records that we seek relate to contract number 
2032H5-20-A-00009 / Order number 2032H5-21-F-00420 (a contract between thelRS, 
Office of Procurement-Enterprise Systems Branch and contractor V3GATE, LLCfor 
the ID. me Soil ware and Software Maintenance Blanket Purchase Agreement). We 
request: 1. The monthly progress and performance reports from ID.me for September 
2021. October 2021, November 2021. and December 2021. These reports were to be 
delivered on the first day of the month, reporting for the previous month. 2. All of the 
minutes from the bi-weekly status call or meeting with the Treasury project manager 
("Treasury PM”) for each of the bi-weekly status calls or meetings from Septemberl 1. 
2021 to January 20, 2022. 3. The monthly metrics on success and failures of both 
Identity Assurance Levels and Authentication Assurance Levels for September 2021, 
October 2021, November 2021, and December 2021. These metrics were to be 
delivered on the first day of the month, reporting for the previous month. To assist you 

Request in locating these records, I note that they were cited in documents that Tax Analysts
description received in response to FOIA request no. 2021-20237. The Treasury Enterprise

Identity Credential and Access Management (TEICAM) Office entered the blanket 
purchase agreement that is the object of the contract, The IRS Privacy, Government 
Liaison and Disclosure - Identity Assurance Office is identified as the applicant in the 
contract documents. I do not wish to inspect the documents first. As the FOIArequires, 
please release all reasonably segregable nonexempt portions of documents. As a 
representative for the nonprofit fax Analysts and a reporter of its daily federalnews 
publication Tax Noles, I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This requestis 
made as part o f news gathering activity, is not for commercial use, and will produce 
records that contribute to the public's understanding of the administration of the 2021 
Advance Child Tax Credit. Please inform me first and provide an estimate if you 
expect to charge any fees. If you have any questions regarding this request, please 
contact me at | (b)(6) | and/or| (b)(6) j j7taxanalysts.org. I look forward to
receiving your response within the twenty-day statutory' time period. Thank you for 
your consideration of this request. Sincerely,| (b)(6) ~

| (b)(6) ^ taxanalysts. org

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request 
categoiy 11) 
Fee waiver

media

yes
As a representative for the nonprofit Tax Analysts and a reporter of its daily federal 
news publication Tax Notes, I request a waiver of all fees for this request. This

Explanation
request is made as part of news gathering activity, is not for commercial use, and 
will produce records that contribute to the public’s understanding of the 
administration of the 2021 Advance Child Tax Credit. Please inform me first and 
provide an estimate if you expect to charge any fees.
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) of Vox Media 2022-078392/1/

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
2/1/2022

Due Date:
3/2/2022

Case Summary:
Request is seeking emails to or from Commissioner Rettig that mention "Amazon Rekognition" 
between January 1,2022 and January 31,2022

Action Plan:
Spoke to requester and she clarified that the subject matter of the emails would pertain to the 
IRS contract with ID.me for facial recognition technology. I will prepare a search memo for the 
Commissioner's Office.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 01,2022_______

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 31,2022 11:55 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 31,202211:55:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
85 BROAD STREET
14TH FLOOR
City
NEW YORK
State/Province
NY
Postal Code
10028
Country
United States
Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
Vox Media
Email________

(b)(6) ^protonmail.com<mailtoj (b)(6) ^ protonmail.com>

Request
Request ID
321686
Confirmation ID
321161
Request description
I am requesting emails to and from IRS Director Charles P. Rettig that mention "Amazon Rekognition" or 
"ID.me" between January 1 and January 3 1 .1 would prefer for this record request to be fulfilled 
electronically.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media 
Fee waiver 
yes
Explanation
I am a member of the news media. I am requesting these records as they pertain to government use of a 
software that would impact a wide range of taxpayers.
Willing to pay
25

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
yes
Explanation
Whether the IRS will continue to use this software is being discussed at this moment among the public, 
and could shape whether the IRS chooses to proceed with this software. There is an urgency to inform 
the public about the extent to which the IRS is using Amazon's Rekognition software before the agency 
makes a final decision.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
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address_city 
address_country 
addressjinel 
address_line2 
address_state_province 
address_zip_postal_code 
company_organization 
email
expedited_processing
expedited_processing_explanation 
fee_amount_willing 
fee_waiver 
fee_waiver_explanation 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description
321686
321161
NEW YORK
United States
85 BROAD STREET
14TH FLOOR 
NY
10028
Vox Media

(b)(6) gprotonmail.com<mailto W ) ^ protonmail.com>
yes
Whether the IRS will continue to use this software is being discussed at this moment among the public, 
and could shape whether the IRS chooses to proceed with this software. There is an urgency to inform 
the public about the extent to which the IRS is using Amazon's Rekognition software before the agency 
makes a final decision.
25
yes
I am a member of the news media. I am requesting these records as they pertain to government use of a 
software that would impact a wide range of taxpayers.

(b)(6)

media
I am requesting emails to and from IRS Director Charles P. Rettig that mention "Amazon Rekognition" or 
"ID.me" between January 1 and January 3 1 .1 would prefer for this record request to be fulfilled 
electronically.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/01/2022 6:28AM (GMT-05:00)



02/01/2022 6:26:39 AM -0500 IRS PAGE 4 OF 5

FOIA Request 321686

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 31. 2022 1 1:55:02am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name 
Last name 
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Conipany/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

85 BROAD STREET
14TH ELOOR 
NEW YORK 
NY 
10028 
United States 

(b)(6)

Vox Media
(b)(6) ® protonmail .coni

Request

Request ID 321686
Confirmation ID 321161

I am requesting emails to and from IRS Director Charles P. Rettig that mention 
Request description "Amazon Rekognition" or "ID.me" between January 1 and January 31.1 would 

prefer for this record request to be fulfilled electronically.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID media
Fee waiver yes

I am a member of the news media. I am requesting these records as they
Explanation pertain to government use o f a software that would impact a wide range of 

taxpayers.
Willing to pay 25
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Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

Whether the IRS will continue to use this software is being discussed at this 
moment among the public, and could shape whether the IRS chooses to proceed

Explanation with this software. Iherc is an urgency to inform the public about the extent to 
which the IRS is using Amazon's Recognition software before the agency makes a 
final decision.
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) of Cyberscoop 2022-07840

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 1,2022

Due Date:
March 3, 2022

Case Summary:
Request seeks any emails exchanged between Commissioner Rettig, or Terry Lemons, or 
Shanna Webbers, or Nancy Seiger, or Karen Howard, or Alexandra LaManna (TIGTA) and 
any email address ending with "@ID.me", including Blake@ID.me between January 3 and 
January 28, 2022.

Action Plan:
Request may be too broad to process as it does not provide a subject. Only one email address 
at ID.me is identified. I will discuss scope of request with manager prior to taking any further 
action.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
February 2, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 01,2022_______

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

PLEASE CREATE AS TLS FOIA a€“ MEDIA REQUESTER

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 31,2022 1:10 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 31,2022 01:10:04pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
(b)(6)

City ----------
(b)(6)

State/Province
(b)(6)

Postal Code
(b)(6)

Country
United States
Phone______

(b)(6) ~ |

Company/Organization 
CyberScoop News 
Email

(b)(6) §cyberscoop.com<mailtc (b)(6) gcyberscoop.com>

Request 
Request ID 
321751
Confirmation ID
321226
Request description
To Whom It May Concern: My name is| (b)(6) |and I am a journalist with CyberScoop News, a 
Washington, D.C.-based online news outlet. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby 
request the following records: Any emails from 1/3-1/28/22 exchanged between: Charles Rettig OR Terry 
Lemons OR Shanna Webbers OR Nancy Sieger OR Karen S. Howard OR Alexandra LaManna AND 
any email ending in "@id.me" INCLUDING but not limited to ,,blake@id.me<mailto:blake@id.me>'' The 
requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. These documents will potentially shed light on the IRS’ contract with ID.me for 
online verification services which will affect millions of Americans. In the event that there are fees, I would
be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer 
the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if not. Thank you in advance 
for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your response to this request 
within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Please contact me by email or phone if you need any 
clarifications. Sincerely, | (b)(6) ^ cyberscoop.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ cyberscoop.com>

(b)(6)

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
no

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
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address_city 
address_country 
addressjinel 
address_state_province 
address_zip_postal_code 
company_organization 
email 
expedited_processing 
fee_waiver 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description 
321751
321226

(b)(6)

United States

(b)(6)

CyberScoop News
(b)(6) ^ cyberscoop.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ cyberscoop.com>

no
no

(b)(6)

media
To Whom It May Concern: My name is| (b)(6) ^ nd I am a journalist with CyberScoop News, a 
Washington, D.C.-based online news outlet. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby 
request the following records: Any emails from 1/3-1/28/22 exchanged between: Charles Rettig OR Terry 
Lemons OR Shanna Webbers OR Nancy Sieger OR Karen S. Howard OR Alexandra LaManna AND 
any email ending in "@id.me ” INCLUDING but not limited to "blake@id.me<mailto:blake@id.me>'' The 
requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. These documents will potentially shed light on the IRS’ contract with ID.me for 
online verification services which will affect millions of Americans. In the event that there are fees, I would 
be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer 
the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if not. Thank you in advance 
for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your response to this request
within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Please contact me by email or phone if you need any 
clarifications. Sincerely, (b)(6) ^cyberscoop.com<mailtc| (b)(6) ^ cyberscoop.com>

(b)(6) I
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FOIA Request 321751

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 31, 2022 01:10:04pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

Request

Request ID 321751
Confirmation
II) 321226

To Whom It May Concern: My name is (b)(6) and I am a journalist with

Request 
description

CyberScoop News, a Washington, D.C.-based online news outlet. Pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records: Any emails from 
1/3-1/28 '22 exchanged between: Charles Rettig OR Terry Lemons OR Shanna 
Webbers OR Nancy Sieger OR Karen S. Howard OR Alexandra LaManna AND any 
email ending in "@id.me" INCLUDING but not limited to "blake@id.me" The 
requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is 
not being made for commercial puiposcs. These documents will potentially shed light 
on the IRS' contract with ID.me for online verification services which will affect 
millions of Americans. In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you 
would inform me of the total charges in advance of fulfilling my request 1 would 
prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM 
if not. Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look 
forward to receiving your response to this request within 20 business days, as the 
statute requires. Please contact me by email or phone if you need any clarifications.
Sincerely. (b)(6) cyberscoop, com (b)(6)

Supporting documentation
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Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing

media
no

no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-07843

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H522F00133

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123857
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

PL3 T134 P3 S44176 •***“ **AUTO**ALL FOR AADC 303
Internal Revenue Service
Foia Office
PO Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006

•“ sax—
K B 0 1  

" ‘ ‘S B ' * * ,

Olanta, GA

January 21, 2022

To Whom It.May Concern: -------- ------------ ------- -— ----- -    -------- ----  - -----

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H522F00133.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE's science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

ID
C
25
04
A
05
A
0A
A
A
.0
44
17
6.
01
.0
) .
00
00
00 View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 

https ://www.muckrock. com/respond/1230957/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter: 
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123857
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516 A . ' " V ' 
123857-48835116@requests.muckrock.com

E-mail (Preferred): (b)(6) ^requests, muckrock, com

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123857 *
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that jmproperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number! 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-07846

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H520F00370

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123871
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Services

FEB 01 2022
GLDS Support Services 

Atlanta, GA
PL3 T134 P3 S44173 ---------AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303
Internal Revenue Service
Foia Office
PO Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006

January 21, 2022

To Whom It„May Concern:, — ...... . . -  — - ...... - ... - - .......  —.......- .....  —  ’ * • ‘ ■

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H520F00370.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE’S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

LD
C
2S
04
A
0S
A
0A
A
A
.0
44
I7
3.
01
.0
1 
00
00
00 View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 

https://www.muckrock.com/respond/1230975/

If prompted for a pass code, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
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MuckRock News
DEPT.MR 123871 “
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
123871-88951666@requests. muckrock, com

E-mail ( P r e f e r r e d ) : ( b ) ( 6 ) prequests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123871
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 o f 2



i



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-07847

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H521F00621

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123861
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE MA 02144-2516

001077 1077 1 AB 0.461
T6 P3 •"AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FOIA OFFICE
PO BOX 621506
ATLANTA GA 30362-3006

... ............................  h-l

Oata Services

FEB 01 2022

January 21, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H521F00621.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by. e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your - - 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

41
12
87
08
-0
01
07
7-
01
-0
1 
-0
0

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https: //www. muckrock, c om/respond/1230963/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 1238,61.^. 3,;
411A HigAland Ave •
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
123861 -85022846@requests. muckrock, com

E-mail (Preferred): <b)<6) [g) requests, muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123861
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note thWirapropSTly' 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

41
12
87
08
-0
01
07
7-
01
-0
1-
00

Page 2 o f 2



PRESORTED
FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

PALATINE, IL
PERMIT #459



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: 
(b)(6)

Case number:
2022-07850

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H521F00420

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123860
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE MA 02144-2516

001078 1 078 1 AB 0.461
T6 P3 ***AUTO“ ALL FOR AADC 303
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FOIA OFFICE
PO BOX 621506
ATLANTA GA 30362-3006

iillhHiirhhhl..... .

January 21, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H521F00420.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

41
12
87
08
-0
01
07
8-
01
-0
1-
00

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https://www.muckrock.com/respond/1230961/

If prom pted for  a passcode, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com

Page 1 o f 2



MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123860
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
123860-20730796@requests.muckrock.com

E-mail (Preferred): ( b ) ( 6 ) ^requests. muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123860
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share,' and manage public'records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

41
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-07852

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H520F00311

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123870
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

PL3 T134 P3 S44172 — " ‘ •‘ AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303
Internal Revenue Service
Foia Office
PO Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006

................. hTNI.... . FEB 0 1 2 ®
GLOS SUP»? « ^ “ 5  

Atlanta,

January 21, 2022

J p  VVh,o.m. It May .Concern: — .... —........ ........

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H520F00311.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. 1 look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

ID
C
2 
50
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41
 7
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.0
1.
00
00
00 View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 

https: //www. muckrock. com/respond/1230974/

If prompted for a pass co de, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123870
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
123870-68763040@ requests .muckrock, com

E-mail (Preferred): (b)(6) a>requests. muckrock, com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123870
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, bu t is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to be tte r track, share, and m anage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's  name ra th e r than  "MuckRock News" and the departm ent number) 
requests might be returned  as undeliverable.

Page 2 o f 2





PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2022-07853

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H521F000620

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123862
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

0 1  2022

Services 
ABanta, GA

PL3 T134 P3 S44177 " “ “ “ AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303
Internal Revenue Service
Foia Office
PO Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006

.......................................................... . ..............................

January 21, 2022

To Whom It May Concern: .............._.......... .... ........... . .......—  • ------ -------

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H521F00620.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

LO
C
2S
O
4A
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44
17
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01
.0
1.
00
00
00 View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 

https://www.muckrock.com/respond/1230964/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
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MuckRock^Ngws; >•’ *
DEPT'M R^ssez^
411A Highland Aye^
Somerville; MA 02144-2516
123862-60556517@rgquests.muckrock.com 

' .....

E-mail (Preferred): (b)(6) Girequests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123862
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the departmentTiumber)-----  
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 o f 2





PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_____ W(6)_____ | 2022-07858o f v Ox Media

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
2/1/2022

Due Date:
3/2/2022

Case Summary:
Requester seeks all emails between Blake Hall (CEO and founder of ID.me) 
(bhall@v3gate.com) and staff of IRS that mentions "Amazon Rekognition" software between 
December 1,2021 - January 21,2022.

Action Plan:
Request is excessively broad as the requester does not identify any IRS employees, business 
unit or subject matter. I will discuss with manager if/how the request can be re-scoped before 
taking further action.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
February 2, 2022



02/01/2022 6:06:33 AM -0500 IRS PAGE 1 OF 5

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 01,2022_______

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 31,2022 11:35 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 31,202211:35:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/01/2022 6:08AM (GMT-05:00)
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
85 BROAD STREET
14TH FLOOR
City
NEW YORK
State/Province
NY
Postal Code
10004
Country
United States
Phone_____

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
Vox Media
Email

(b)(6) ^voxmedia.com<mailto| (b)(6) fevoxmedia.com>

Request
Request ID
321666
Confirmation ID
321141
Request description
I am requesting emails between "Blake Hall," possibly bhall@v3gate.com<mailto:bhall@v3gate.com>, 
and staff of the IRS that mention Amazon "Rekognition" software between December 1 2021 and 
January 31,2022.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
I am requesting a fee waiver. The question of what software the IRS is using to process tax records 
requests is in the public interest and is being actively covered by the news media.
Willing to pay
25

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
yes
Explanation
Whether the IRS will continue to use this software is being discussed at this moment among the public, 
and could shape whether the IRS chooses to proceed with this software. There is an urgency to inform 
the public about the extent to which the IRS is using Amazon's Rekognition software before the agency 
makes a final decision.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/01/2022 6:08AM (GMT-05:00)
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address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_line2
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization
email
expedited_processing
expedited_processing_explanation
fee_amount_willing
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category
request_description
321666
321141
NEW YORK
United States
85 BROAD STREET
14TH FLOOR
NY
10004
Vox Media

(b)(6) ^ voxmedia.com<mailto| (b)(6) ^ voxmedia.com>
yes
Whether the IRS will continue to use this software is being discussed at this moment among the public, 
and could shape whether the IRS chooses to proceed with this software. There is an urgency to inform 
the public about the extent to which the IRS is using Amazon's Rekognition software before the agency 
makes a final decision.
25
yes
I am requesting a fee waiver. The question of what software the IRS is using to process tax records 
requests is in the public interest and is being actively covered by the news media.

(b)(6)

media
I am requesting emails between "Blake Hall," possibly bhall@v3gate.com<mailto:bhall@v3gate.com>, 
and staff of the IRS that mention Amazon "Rekognition" software between December 1 2021 and 
January 31,2022.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/01/2022 6:08AM (GMT-05:00)



02/01/2022 6:06:33 AM -0500 IRS PAGE 4 OF 5

FOIA Request 321666

The following list contains the entire submission submitted January 31, 2022 11:35:02am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address

City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

85 BROAD STREET
14 TH FLOOR
NEW YORK
NY
10004
United States

(b)(6) ~

Vox Media
(b)(6) a) voxmedia.com

Request

Request ID 321666
Confirmation ID 321141

I am requesting emails between "Blake Hall," possibly b h a ll^v3gate.com, and
Request description staff of the IRS that mention Amazon "Rekognition" software between

December 1 2021 and January 31, 2022.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category
ID
Fee waiver

media

yes
I am requesting a fee waiver. The question of what software the IRS is using to

Explanation process tax records requests is in the public interest and is being actively 
covered by the news media.

Willing to pay 25

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0 2 /0 1 /2 0 2 2  6:08AM (G M T-05:00)
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Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

Whether the IRS will continue to use this software is being discussed at this 
moment among the public, and could shape whether the IRS chooses to proceed

Explanation with this software. Iherc is an urgency to inform the public about the extent to 
which the IRS is using Amazon's Recognition software before the agency makes a 
final decision.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/01/2022 6:08AM (GMT-05:00)



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6)

Case number:
2022-07877

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H521F00447

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123865
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE MA 02144-2516

001075 1075 1 AS 0.461
T6 P3 " ‘AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FOIA OFFICE
PO BOX 621506
ATLANTA GA 30362-3006

..................................................................................... .

FEB o i zott

January 21,2022

I'd Whom ft May Concern:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H521F00447.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

41
12
87
08
-0
01
07
5-
01
-0
1-
00

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https ://www. muckrock, com/respond/1230967/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com

Page 1 o f 2



MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123865
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
123865-92393888© requests .muckrock, com

E-mail (Preferred): ©re quests. muckrock, com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123865
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order'to  betterTracl^hareT^idTY raita^ pubiirreCTHiTrequests. A istrnore'inai Improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's  name ra ther than  "MuckRock News" and the departm ent number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.
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1-
00
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-07884

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H520A00009

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123868
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOM ERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

PL3 T134 P3 S44175 " — •“ AUTOCALL FOR AADC 303
Internal Revenue Service
Foia Office
PO Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006

.............................................................. . FEB 9 J at©

January 21, 2022

To Whom It Mav.Concern;.-___--___ - — - — - ----- —— ------------  -• •'

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H520A00009.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days?as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)
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0 View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 

https: //www. muckrock, com/respond/1230970/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123868
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
123868-90272590@requests.muckrock.com

E-mail ( P r e f e r r e d ) : ( b ) ( 6 ) Drequests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123868
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Alsanpte that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 o f 2



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) 2022-07886

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/1/22

Due Date:
3/2/22

Case Summary:
Requester is a freelance, published journalist seeking all invoices, purchase orders, contracts, 
proposed bids, unsolicited proposals or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, 
unsolicited proposals and/or documents justifying contracting without full and open competition 
relating to award 2032H521F00392

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA Request to Media Relations. Prepare Search Memo to Procurement for 
requested documents.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
2/2/22



MUCKROCK NEWS
DEPT MR 123869
411A HIGHLAND AVE
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516

PL3 T134 P3 S44174 ••••‘ *’ *AUTO“ ALL FOR AADC 303
Internal Revenue Service
Foia Office
PO Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
Data Services

FEB 012022

GLDS support Services 
Atlanta, GA

January 21,2022

To Whom It May Concern;_______  ____- — -------- --------------  "

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

- All invoices, purchases orders, contracts, loan agreements, procurement documents (but not limited to 
solicitation documents or notices of proposed contracts, proposed bids, unsolicited proposals, and/or 
documents justifying contracting without full and open competition), relating to Award ID 
2032H521F00392.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for 
Motherboard, VICE'S science and technology site, and that this request is being made as part of news 
gathering.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your - - 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)
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https: //www. muckrock, com/re spond/1230971/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter:
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123869
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
123869-59659675©requests. muckrock. com

E-mail (Preferred): (b)(6) girequests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 123869
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to bettertrack, share, and manage public records requests. Also_note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) ‘ 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.

Page 2 o f 2



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_____ (b)(6)_____ |of Bloomberg News 2022-08199

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date: 
2/4/2022

Due Date:
3/7/2022

Case Summary:
Requester is seeking copy of contract 2032H520A00009 with V3gate for ID.me identity 
verification software, copies of all modifications and orders issued under the contract.

Action Plan:
Send copy of FOIA request to Media Relations. I have copies of the contract and orders issued 
under the contract. I will contact Procurement to verify if there any modifications. Otherwise, I 
have all documents needed to respond to the request.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
February 7, 2022



02/04/2022 6:22:35 AM -0500 IRS PAGE 1 OF 6

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 04, 2022_______

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 16  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Please create as TLS request and assign to DO 13

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 3, 2022 3:50 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 03,2022 03:50:01 pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2022 5:34AM (GMT-06:00)
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
1801 South Bell Street
City
Arlington
State/Province
VA
Postal Code
22202
Country
United States
Phone

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
Bloomberg Government (BNA News)
Email

(b)(6) ^bloombergindustry.com<mailto|(b)(6) ^ bloombergindustry.com>

Request
Request ID
324006
Confirmation ID
323481
Request description
This request is in reference to IRS Contract No. 2032H520A00009. The vendor is V3Gate LLC (CAGE 
Code: 57D99). I request a copy of the signed contract or award, a copy of all contract modifications, and 
all orders issued under the contract as of the date the request is processed.

Supporting documentation
Additional Information
Courtney Rozen Press Credential.jpg

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
I am a journalist (see attached Capitol Hill press credential) and the requested record will advance my 
news organization’s previous reporting about digital identity verification
(https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2O22-O1-2O/cybersecurity-company-id-me-is-becoming-gove 
rnment-s-digital-gatekeeper). The reporting I produce using this record will be available to thousands of 
U.S. readers via the Bloomberg Terminal, bloomberg.com, bgov.com, and blaw.com.
Willing to pay
10

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmationjd
address_city

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2022 5:34AM (GMT-06:00)
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address_country
addressjinel
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
attachments_supporting_documentation
company_organization
email
expedited_processing
fee_amount_willing
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category
request_description
324006
323481
Arlington
United States
1801 South Bell Street
VA
22202
Courtney Rozen Press Credential.jpg
Bloomberg Government (BNA News)

| (b)(6) 2^bloombergindustry.com<mailtcC (b)(6) ^ bloombergindustry.com>
no
10
yes
I am a journalist (see attached Capitol Hill press credential) and the requested record will advance my 
news organization’s previous reporting about digital identity verification 
(https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2022-01-20/cybersecurity-company-id-me-is-becoming-gove 
rnment-s-digital-gatekeeper). The reporting I produce using this record will be available to thousands of 
U.S, readers via the Bloomberg Terminal, bloomberg.com, bgov.com, and blaw.com.

(b)(6)

media
This request is in reference to IRS Contract No. 2032H520A00009. The vendor is V3Gate LLC (CAGE 
Code: 57D99). I request a copy of the signed contract or award, a copy of all contract modifications, and 
all orders issued under the contract as of the date the request is processed.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2022 5:34AM (GMT-06:00)
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FOIA Request 324006

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 03, 2022 03:50:01pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

1801 South Bell Street
Arlington
VA
22202
United States

(b)(6)

Bloomberg Government (BNA News)
(b)(6) (bloonibcrgindustry.com

Request

Request ID 324006
Confirmation ID 323481

This request is in reference to IRS Contract No. 2032H520A00009. The vendor is
Request V3Galc LLC (CAGE Code: 57D99). I request a copy of the signed contract or
description award, a copy of all contract modifications, and all orders issued under the 

contract as of the date the request is processed.

Supporting documentation

Additional Information Courtney Rozen Press Credential.jpg

Fees

Request 
category ID media

Fee waiver yes

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2022 5:34AM (GMT-06:00)
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Explanation

I am a journalist (see attached Capitol Hill press credential) and the requested record 
will advance my news organization's previous reporting about digital identity 
verification (https://www. bloomberg. com, news/features 2022 -01 -20/cybersecurity- 
company-id-me-is-becoming-government-s-digital-gatekeeper). The reporting I 
produce using this record will be available to thousands of U.S. readers via the 
Bloomberg Terminal, bloomberg.com. bgov.com, and blaw.com.

Willing to 
pay

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/04/2022 5:34AM (GMT-06:00)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) |of Politico 2022-08417

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
2/8/2022

Due Date:
3/9/2022

Case Summary:

Request seeks the following documents:
1. Finalized contract between IRS & ID.me
2. Communication to or from members of Congress regarding ID.me facial recognition
3. Work products or status updates prepared by ID.me for IRS
4. Emails and other written communication between IRS & ID.me regarding security or 
privacy issues with facial recognition technology

Action Plan:
The request does not identify the contract number(s), no search period is identified. I will stop 
the clock and request additional information needed to process the request.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
February 9, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 08, 2022_______

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 16  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

MEDIA REQUESTER. PLEASE CREATE AS NEW FOIA TLS CASE AND ASSIGN TO DO 13

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 11:20 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 08,202211:20:03am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/08/2022 11:00AM (GMT-06:00>
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address 
1000 Wilson Boulevard
City
Arlington
State/Province
Virginia
Postal Code
22209
Country
United States
Company/Organization
POLITICO
Email r______ ,

(b)(6) [^politico.com<mailtcj (b)(6) ^ politico.com>

Request
Request ID 
326426 
Confirmation ID 
325901
Request description 
See attached request

Supporting documentation
Additional Information
6dTX5VVm-YN3dwQp_wP5r3H4rojdS_Yv5Tvz-fXRzW4k0Kwr0Ba205vqt7QljnEIP8VoBqrs2A-EhfTMO
BYQvr6oluBXCj057Qi43V87Qwo1 .pdf

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
See request 
Willing to pay 
$50

Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmationjd
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
attachments_supporting_documentation
company_organization
email

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/08/2022 11:00AM (GMT-06:00>
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exped ited_p rocessi ng 
fee_amount_willing 
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_expla nation 
name_first 
namejast 
request_category 
request_description
326426 
325901 
Arlington 
United States
1000 Wilson Boulevard
Virginia 
22209 
6dTX5VVm-YN3dwQp_wP5r3H4rojdS_Yv5Tvz-fXRzW4k0Kwr0Ba205vqt7QljnEIP8VoBqrs2A-EhfTMO 
BYQvr6oluBXCj057Qi43V87Qwo1 .pdf 
POLITICO

I (b)(6) po I it ico. com< mai lto| (b)(6) pol iti co. com>
no 
$50 
yes
See request

(b)(6)

media
See attached request

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02 /0 8 /2 0 2 2  11:00AM (GM T-06:00)
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(b)(6)

Graphics reporter 
POLITICO
1000 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington. VA 22209

FOIA Officer
Department of Treasury 
Internal Revenue Sendee 
HQ FOIA. Stop 211 
PO Box 621506
Atlanta. GA 30362-3006 
860-756-4673

February 08, 2022

FOIA REQUEST

Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:

Pursuantto the federal Freedom of Information Act. 5 U.S.C. § 552, I request access to and copies of the 
following records that pertain to the contract with id.ine to implement facial recognition technology for IRS 
logon services:

♦ Finalized contract between the agency and id.me

• Communications to or from members of Congress, or their staff, regarding id.me facial recognition

♦ Work products or status updates prepared by id.me for the IRS

• Emails or other written communications (memos, etc) between id.me and the IRS regarding security or 
privacy with the facial recognition technology.

I would like to receive the information in electronic format, preferably via email.

I agree to pay reasonable fees for the processing of this request up to $50. Please notify me before incun ing 
any expenses in excess of that amount.

Fee Categorization

For fee categorization purposes. I am a representative of the news media. Through this request, I am 
gathering information for my journalistic work with POLITICO. POLITICO is a national news publication 
that reaches millions of readers across the country'. Accordingly. I am only required to pay for the direct cost 
of duplication after the first lOOpages. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II); id. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iv)(II).

Request for Fee Waiver

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the information is not primarily in my commercial interest and 
will contribute significantly to public understanding of government operations and activities. 5 U.S.C. § 
5 52(a)(4)(A)(iii). Members of Congress have weighed in on this contract and the IRS is reportedly 
reconsidering its use of the id.me facial recognition technology. The requested records will significantly 
contribute to the public's understanding of how this contract was implemented and why the technology may 
not be used.

Conclusion

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/08/2022 11:00AM (GMT-06:00>
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If my request is denied in whole or part, please justify all withholdings by reference to specific exemptions 
and statutes, as applicable. For each withholding please also explain why your agency “reasonably foresees 
that disclosure would harm an interest protected by an exemption” or why “disclosure is prohibited by 
law[.j” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A)(i).

I would appreciate your communicating with me by email or telephone, rather than by mail.

I look forward to your determination regarding my request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/08/2022 11:00AM (GMT-06:00>
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FOIA Request 326426

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 08, 2022 11:20:03am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Conipany/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

1000 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington
Virginia 
22209
United States
POLITICO

(b)(6) ((politico, com

Request

Request ID
Confirmation ID
Request description

326426
325901
See attached request

Supporting documentation

6dTX5VVtn-Y.X3dwQp_wP5r3H4rojdS_Yv5Tvz-
Additional fXRzW4k0k'wr0Ba205vqt7QIjnElP8VoBqrs2A-
Iniormation EhfTMOBYQvr6oluBXCj057Qi43V87Qwo 1 .pdf

Fees

Request category ID 
Fee waiver 
Explanation 
Willing to pay

media
yes
See request
S50

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/08/2022 11:00AM (GMT-06:00>



PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
_______ (b)(6)________ProPublica 2022-08527

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
02/09/2022

Due Date:
03/10/2022

Case Summary:
Request for schemas, and related documents for 990 series of forms, for years 2012 to 
current available year.

Action Plan:
Search Memo being sent to W&l.

Submitted By:
Don Trussell

Date:
02/14/2021
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 09, 2022_______

To: CaseBatchEFF__________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 891 -6035 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 18  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 9, 2022 12:40 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 09,2022 12:40:02pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/09/2022 12:30PM (GMT-06:00>
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address
155 Avenue of the Americas
13th Floor
City
New York
State/Province
NY
Postal Code
10013
Country
United States
Phone_______

(b)(6)

Company/Organization
ProPublica
Email

(b)(6) ^propublica. org<mailtc (b)(6) @propublica.org>

Request
Request ID
327291
Confirmation ID
326766
Request description
Schemas for 990, 990-EZ, 990-PF, 990N and 990-T forms, including the stylesheets and any 
accompanying documentation (instructions, release memoranda, changelogs, etc.) that was issued to 
developers along with those stylesheets, for all versions from tax year 2012 to current. I would like these 
records delivered electronically.

Supporting documentation
Additional Information
IRS Schemas FOIA 1_21_22 (1 ).pdf

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
Release of the information is in the public interest because it will contribute significantly to public 
understanding of government operations and activities. As a non-profit journalistic entity, ProPublica does 
not have the same commercial interests as other news organizations.

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
yes
Explanation
Access to these records will help ProPublica make financial and governance information on tax exempt 
organizations publicly available through our Nonprofit Explorer tool. As more and more nonprofit data is 
provided through XML files that the IRS shares with limited accompanying documentation, we need to 
make sure that we have access to the underlying schemas so that we can map field names between 
years and versions as quickly as possible, without waiting for others to process the schemas and release 
concordance files. These records will allow us to continue to provide transparency and accountability for 
the large and growing number of tax-exempt organizations in the U.S. in a timely manner. ProPublica is a 
non-profit, investigative newsroom primarily engaged in disseminating information in the public interest.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/09/2022 12:30PM (GMT-06:00>
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Since we began publishing in 2008, ProPublica has received six Pulitzer Prizes, eight George Polk 
Awards, and four Peabody Awards, among other recognitions of journalistic excellence. We publish 
content daily on our website, propublica.org. Our newsroom has actively covered nonprofit issues, and in 
requesting these records, would primarily engage in disseminating information (i.e., reviewing and 
reporting on these records and sharing our findings with the public) where there is a€oean urgency to 
inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity,a€ as the compelling need 
provision requires.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmation_id
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_line2
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
attachments_supporting_documentation
company_organization
email
expedited_processing
expedited_processing_explanation
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category
request_description
327291
326766
New York
United States
155 Avenue of the Americas
13th Floor
NY
10013
IRS Schemas FOIA 1_21_22 (1 ).pdf
ProPublica

(b)(6) gpropublica.org<mailtc (b)(6) ^ propublica.org>
yes
Access to these records will help ProPublica make financial and governance information on tax exempt 
organizations publicly available through our Nonprofit Explorer tool. As more and more nonprofit data is 
provided through XML files that the IRS shares with limited accompanying documentation, we need to 
make sure that we have access to the underlying schemas so that we can map field names between 
years and versions as quickly as possible, without waiting for others to process the schemas and release 
concordance files. These records will allow us to continue to provide transparency and accountability for 
the large and growing number of tax-exempt organizations in the U.S. in a timely manner. ProPublica is a 
non-profit, investigative newsroom primarily engaged in disseminating information in the public interest. 
Since we began publishing in 2008, ProPublica has received six Pulitzer Prizes, eight George Polk 
Awards, and four Peabody Awards, among other recognitions of journalistic excellence. We publish 
content daily on our website, propublica.org. Our newsroom has actively covered nonprofit issues, and in 
requesting these records, would primarilyengage in disseminating information (i.e., reviewing and 
reporting on these records and sharing our findings with the public) where there is a€oean urgency to 
inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity,a€ as the compelling need
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provision requires.
yes
Release of the information is in the public interest because it will contribute significantly to public 
understanding of government operations and activities. As a non-profit journalistic entity, ProPublica does 
not have the same commercial interests as other news organizations.

(b)(6)

media
Schemas for 990, 990-EZ, 990-PF, 990N and 990-T forms, including the stylesheets and any 
accompanying documentation (instructions, release memoranda, changelogs, etc.) that was issued to 
developers along with those stylesheets, for all versions from tax year 2012 to current. I would like these 
records delivered electronically.
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Si PROPUBLICA
February*), 2 0 2 2

FOIA REQUEST - Internal R evenue Service
Central Processing Unit
Stop 211
P0 Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Dear William White:

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552,1 request:

Schemas for 990, 990-EZ, 990-PF, 990N and 990-T forms, including the stylesheets (xsd files) and 
any accompanying documentation (instructions, release memoranda, changelogs, etc.) that was 
issued to developers along with the stylesheets, for all versions from tax year 2012 to current.

1 would like to receive the information in an electronic format.

1 am available to discuss the scope of the request and any questions by phone (646-334-3210) or 
email (andrea.suozzo^propubli ca.org).

As a representative of the news media I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication 
after the first 100 pages. This information is being sought on behalf of ProPublica, an independent, 
non-profit news organization, for dissemination to the general public.

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the information is in the public interest because it will 
contribute significantly to public understanding of government operations and activities. As a 
non-profit journalistic entity, ProPublica does not have the same commercial interests as other 
news organizations.

If my request is denied in whole or part, 1 ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific 
exemptions of the Act. 1 will also expect you to release all segregahle portions of otherwise exempt 
material. I, of course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to 
deny a waiver of fees.

1 also ask that this request be expedited under terms of the Freedom of Information Act. Expedited 
processing is allowed for requests that showa "compelling need," and ProPublica is primarily 
engaged in disseminating information, with an urgency to inform the public concerning federal 
government activity.
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As the Act states, you have 10 days to decide whether to grant expedited processing.

Our rationale for expedited processing under the "compelling need" stipulation is as follows:

/Iccess to these records will help ProPublica make financial and governance information on tax 
exempt organizations publicly available through our Nonprofit Explorer too). As more and more 
nonprofit data is provided through XML files that the IRS shares with limited accompanying 
documentation, we need to make sure that we have access to the underlying schemas so that we can 
map field names between years and versions as quickly as possible, without waiting for others to 
process the schemas and release concordance files. These records will allow us to continue to 
provide transparency and accountability for the large and growing number of tax-exempt 
organizations in the U.S. in a timely manner.

ProPublica is a non-profit, investigative newsroom primarily engaged in disseminating information 
in the public interest. Since we began publishing in 2008, ProPublica has received six Pulitzer 
Prizes, eight George Polk Awards, and four Peabody Awards, among other recognitions of 
journalistic excellence. We publish content daily on our website, propublica.org. Our newsroom has 
actively covered nonprofit issues, and in requesting these records, would primarily engage in 
disseminating information (i.e., reviewing and reporting on these records and sharing our findings 
with the public) where there is "an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged 
Federal Government activity’," as the compelling need provision requires.

1 certify that my statements concerning the need for expedited processing are true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and belief.

Hook forward to your reply, as the statute requires.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

ProPublica
155 6th Ave, New York, NY 10013
C e ll:  | (b)(6) |

(b)(6) ta) propublica.org
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FOIA Request 327291

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 09, 2022 12:40:02pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Mailing Address 155 Avenue of the Americas
13th Floor

Contact information

First name
Last name

(b)(6)

City New York
State/Province NY
Postal Code 10013
Country United States
Phone (b)(6)

Company/Organization ProPublica
Email (b)(6) ^propublica.org

Request

Request ID 327291
Confirmation ID 326766

Request 
description

Schemas for 990. 990-EZ, 990-PF, 990N and 990-T forms, including the 
stylesheets and any accompanying documentation (instructions, release 
memoranda, changelogs, etc.) that was issued to developers along with those 
stylesheets, for all versions from tax year 2012 to current. I would like these 
records delivered electronically.

Supporting documentation

Additional Information IRS Schemas FOIA 1 21 22 (l).pdf

Fees

Request 
category ID 
Fee waiver

media

yes
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Explanation

Release of the information is in the public interest because it will contribute 
significantly to public understanding of government operations and activities. As a 
non-profit journalistic entity, ProPublica does not have the same commercial 
interests as other news organizations.

Expedited processing

Expedited
Processing yes

Explanation

Access to these records will help ProPublica make financial and governance 
information on tax exempt organizations publicly available through our Nonprofit 
Explorer tool. As more and more nonprofit data is provided through XML files that the 
IRS shares with limited accompanying documentation, we need to make sure that we 
have access to the underlying schemas so that we can map field names between years 
and versions as quickly as possible, without waiting for others to process the schemas 
and release concordance files. These records will allow us to continue to provide 
transparency and accountability for the large and growing number of tax-exempt 
organizations in the U.S. in a timely manner. ProPublica is a non-profit, investigative 
newsroom primarily engaged in disseminating information in the public interest. Since 
we began publishing in 2008, ProPublica has received six Pulitzer Prizes, eight George 
Polk Awards, and four Peabody Awards, among other recognitions of journalistic 
excellence. We publish content daily on our website, propublica.org. Our newsroom 
has actively covered nonprofit issues, and in requesting these records, would primarily 
engage in disseminating information (i.e., reviewing and reporting on these records and 
sharing our findings with the public) where there is "‘an urgency to inform the public 
concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity," as the compelling need
provision requires.
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) of Reuters 2022-08569

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 10, 2022

Due Date:
March 11,2022

Case Summary:
Requester is seeking any emails, including attachments, memos or other communication 
mentioning "ID.me" or IDme in the inboxes of the Commissioner, Director of Online Services, 
the Chief Risk Officer,Chief Privacy Officer, Chief Information Officer or Chief Communication 
Officer between January 1,2022 and date of request.

Action Plan:
Request is broad in that it seeks "any" emails without providing a subject or context. Will 
discuss with DM to determine if/how request can be perfected.

Submitted By:
John Quigley

Date:
February 10, 2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 10, 2022_______

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 15  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

PLEASE CREATE AS TLS FOIA AND ASSIGN TO DO 13

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2022 12:10 AM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 10,202212:10:02am ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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Last name
(b)(6)

Mailing Address_____
(b)(6)

City
(b)(6)

State/Province
(b)(6)

Postal Code
(b)(6)

Country
United States
Phone______

(b)(6) |

Company/Organization 
Reuters
Email

(b)(6) §tr.com<mailto (b)(6) gtr.com>

Request
Request ID
327771
Confirmation ID
327246
Request description
For newsgathering purposes, we are seeking electronic, machine-readable copies to be sent via online 
file sharing or email attachment of the following records: --Any emails, including attachments, memos or 
other communications from Jan. 1 through the date this search is conducted mentioning a€oelD.me, the 
misspelling a€oelDmea€ or similar shorthand used internally for the software known as ID.me and in 
the inboxes or other files of the commissioner, the director of the office of online services, the chief risk 
officer, the chief privacy offer, the chief information officer, or the chief communications officer.

Supporting documentation

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
Newsgathering

Expedited processing
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmationjd
address_city
address_country
addressjinel
address_state_province
address_zip_postal_code
company_organization
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email
expedited_processing 
fee_waiver 
fee_waiver_explanation 
name_first 
namejast 
phone_number 
request_category 
request_description 
327771

(b)(6) gtr.com>

For newsgathering purposes, we are seeking electronic, machine-readable copies to be sent via online 
file sharing or email attachment of the following records: --Any emails, including attachments, memos or 
other communications from Jan. 1 through the date this search is conducted mentioning a€oelD.me, the 
misspelling a€oelDmea€ or similar shorthand used internally for the software known as ID.me and in 
the inboxes or other files of the commissioner, the director of the office of online services, the chief risk 
officer, the chief privacy offer, the chief information officer, or the chief communications officer.
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FOIA Request 327771

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 10, 2022 12:10:02am ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Compaiiy/Organizatioi]
Email

(b)(6)

Reuters
(b)(6) itr.com

Request

Request ID 
Confirmation 
II)

327771

327246

For news gathering purposes, we are seeking electronic, machine-readable copies to 
be sent via online file sharing or email attachment of the following records: -A ny 
emails, including attachments, memos or other communications from Jan. 1 through

Request 
description

the date this search is conducted mentioning TD.mc, the misspelling “IDmc" or 
similar shorthand used internally for the software known as ID.mc and in the 
inboxes or other files of the commissioner, the director of the office of online 
services, the chief risk officer, the chief privacy offer, the chief information officer, 
or the chief communications officer.

Supporting documentation

Fees

Request category ID
Fee waiver 
Explanation

media
yes
Newsgathering
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Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name:
(b)(6) [(Washington Post)

Case number:
2022-08609

Sensitive Case Criteria:

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 10, 2022

Due Date:
March 11,2022

Case Summary:
Request for:

All electronic calendars for IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig for time period of October 1, 
2018 through February 10, 2022.

Requested employees or business units to be searched:

The Office of the Commissioner

Action Plan:
Search Memorandum to the Office of the Commissioner.

Submitted By:
Francisca Eyetsemitan, through Bernard McDade

Date:
February 11,2022
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE SIRS
FAX TRANSMISSION 

Cover Sheet
Date: February 10, 2022_______

To: HQEFF_________________________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Mauersberg David J___________________________________

Address/Orga n ization: __________________________________________________________________

Fax N u m b e r : O f f i c e  Number:

Number of pages: 18  Including cover page

Subject: FW: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

MEDIA REQUESTER a€“ PLEASE CREATE AS TLS FOIA AND ASSIGN TO DO 13

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2022 1:40 PM
To: *OS PGLD DS FOIA Portal Input <os. pgld.ds.foia.portal.input@irs.gov>
Subject: New FOIA request received for Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 10,2022 01:40:05pm ET, and is 
formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information
First name

(b)(6)

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you.
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Last name 
| (b)(6) | 

Mailing Address
1301 KSt. NW
City
WASHINGTON
State/Province
DC
Postal Code
20071
Country
United States
Phone______

| (b)(6) |

Company/Organization
The Washington Post 
Email

(b)(6) ^ washpost.com<mailto: (b)(6) gwashpost.com>

Request
Request ID
328056
Confirmation ID
327531
Request description
All electronic calendars for IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig. The time period for this request is October 
1,2018 until the date this request is completed. Please place this request in the SIMPLE PROCESSING 
QUEUE as it is for a simple, distinct, set of records and large portions of this request have already been 
processed and released (see 
https://www.governmentattic.org/43docs/IRScommissionersCalendar_2019-2021 .pdf)

Supporting documentation
Additional Information
2022021 OIRSnj.docx

Fees
Request category ID 
media
Fee waiver
yes
Explanation
As a representative of the news media, The Washington Post qualifies for news media fee status under 
5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(ll) and, therefore, may not be charged search and review fees. See National 
Security Archive v. U.S. Department of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert denied, 110 S Ct. 
1478 (1990). This request is made as part of a scholarly and news research project that is intended for 
publication and is not for commercial use. For details on the Posta€™s news reporting activities please 
see our website at www.washingtonpost.com<http://www.washingtonpost.com>. As you know, 5 U.S.C. 
A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(viii)(l) prohibits agencies from charging news media organizations duplication fees if the 
agency does not meet its twenty working day time limit (thirty working days for a€oeunusuala€ 
requests). Additionally, because this information will be used by the Washington Post for the preparation 
of news articles that will be broadly disseminated to the general public, it will contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the 
Posta€™s commercial interest. As such, please grant a fee waiver for any remaining fees incurred. 
Please notify me before incurring any cost over $100.
Willing to pay
100
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Expedited processing 
Expedited Processing 
no

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a 
spreadsheet.
requestjd
confirmationjd
address_city
address_country
address linel
address_state_province 
address_zip_postal_code 
attachments_supporting_documentation 
company_organization
email
expedited_processing 
fee_amount_willing 
fee_waiver
fee_waiver_explanation
name_first
namejast
phone_number
request_category 
request_description 
328056
327531
WASHINGTON
United States
1301 KSt. NW
DC
20071
2022021 OIRSnj.docx
The Washington Post

(b)(6) ^)washpost.com<mailto:
no
100

(b)(6) @washpost.com>

yes
As a representative of the news media, The Washington Post qualifies for news media fee status under 
5 U.S.C. A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(lI) and, therefore, may not be charged search and review fees. See National 
Security Archive v. U.S. Department of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert denied, 110 S Ct. 
1478 (1990). This request is made as part of a scholarly and news research project that is intended for 
publication and is not for commercial use. For details on the Posta€™s news reporting activities please 
see our website at www.washingtonpost.com<http://www.washingtonpost.com>. As you know, 5 U.S.C. 
A§ 552(a)(4)(A)(viii)(l) prohibits agencies from charging news media organizations duplication fees if the 
agency does not meet its twenty working day time limit (thirty working days for a€oeunusuala€ 
requests). Additionally, because this information will be used by the Washington Post for the preparation 
of news articles that will be broadly disseminated to the general public, it will contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the 
Posta€™s commercial interest. As such, please grant a fee waiver for any remaining fees incurred. 
Please notify me before incurring any cost over $100.

(b)(6)

media
All electronic calendars for IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig. The time period for this request is October
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1,2018 until the date this request is completed. Please place this request in the SIMPLE PROCESSING 
QUEUE as it is for a simple, distinct, set of records and large portions of this request have already been 
processed and released (see 
https://www.governmentattic.org/43docs/IRScommissionersCalendar_2019-2021 .pdf)
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FOIA Request 328056

The following list contains the entire submission submitted February 10, 2022 01:40:05pm ET, and is formatted 
for ease of viewing and printing.

Contact information

First name
Last name
Mailing Address
City
State/Province
Postal Code
Country
Phone
Company/Organization
Email

(b)(6)

1301 K St. NW
WASHINGTON
DC
20071
United States

(b)(6)

The Washington Post
(b)(6) rwashpost.com

Request

Request ID 328056
Confirmation
II) 327531

Request 
description

All electronic calendars for IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig. The time period for 
this request is October 1, 2018 until the date this request is completed. Please place 
this request in the SIMPLE PROCESSING QUEUE as it is for a simple, distinct, set 
of records and large portions of this request have already been processed and released 
(see https://www.governmcntattic.org/43docs/IRScommissioncrsCalendar_2019- 
2021.pdf)

Supporting documentation

Additional Information 202202 lOIRSnj.docx

Fees

Request 
category ID media

Fee w aiver yes
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As a representative of the news media, The Washington Post qualifies for news media 
fee status under 5 U.S.C. § 5 52(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II) and. therefore, may not be charged 
seareh and review fees. See National Seeurity Are hive v. U.S. Department of Defense, 
880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert denied. IIOS Ct. 1478(1990). This request is 
made as part of a scholarly and news research project that is intended for publication 
and is not for commercial use. For details on the Post’s news reporting activities please 
see our website at www.washingtonpost.com. As you know. 5 U.S.C. §

Explanation 552(a)(4)(A)(viii)(I) prohibits agencies from charging news media organizations 
duplication fees if the agency docs not meet its twenty working day time limit (thirty 
working days for “unusual” requests). Additionally, because tins information will be 
used by the Washington Post for the preparation of news articles that will be broadly 
disseminated to the general public, it will contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in 
the Post's commercial interest. As such, please grant a fee waiver for any remaining 
fees incurred. Please notify me before incurring any cost over $100.

Willing to 10Q  
pay

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no
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1301 KSTREET, NW. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20071-7403

February 10,2022

VIA ONLINE FORM
FOIA.gov

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Infonnation Officer:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Infonnation Act (FOIA), 1 hereby request the 
following:

All electronic calendars for IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig. The time 
period for this request is October 1, 2018 until the dale this request is 
completed.

Please place this request in the SIMPLE PROCESSING QUEUE as it is for 
a simple, distinct, set o f records and large portions o f  this request have 
already been processed and released (see
https ww.governmentattic. org/43docs/IRScomm issionersCalendar_2 019-
202l.pdf)

If you regard these documents as potentially exempt from the FOIA’s 
disclosure requirements, I request that you nonetheless exercise your 
discretion to disclose them. As the FOIA requires under 5 U. S.C. § 
552(a)(8), please release all segrcgable, non-cxcmpt portions of 
documents. To pennit me to reach an intelligent and infonned decision 
whether to file an administrative appeal of any denied material, please 
describe any withheld records (or portions thereof) and explain the basis for 
your exemption claims.

/Xs required by the statute, please review whether there is any foreseeable 
harm from disclosing the requested records, or if any potential hann would 
be limited in comparison to the public interest in disclosure. As required by 
5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8), please release all such infonnation, even if it 
technically may fall under a FOIA exemption.
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As a representative of the news media, The Washington Post qualifies for 
news media fee status under 5 U.S.C. § 552(aX4)(A)(iiXn) and, therefore, 
may not be charged search and review fees. See National Security Archive v. 
U.S. Department o f Defense, 880 F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989), cert denied, 
110 S Ct. 1478 (1990). This request is made as part of a scholarly and news 
research project that is intended for publication and is not for commercial 
use. For details on the Post’s news reporting activities please see our website 
at www. washingtonpost, com.

As you know, 5 U.S.C. § 552(aX4)(A)(viiiXI) prohibits agencies from 
charging news media organizations duplication fees if the agency does not 
meet its twenty working day time limit (thirty working days for "‘unusual” 
requests).

Additionally, because this information will be used by the Washington Post 
for the preparation of news articles that will be broadly disseminated to the 
general public, it will contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the Post’s 
commercial interest. As such, please grant a fee waiver for any remaining 
fees incurred.

Please notify me before incurring any cost over $100.

To expedite the release of the requested documents, please disclose them on 
an interim basis in electronic format as they become available to you, 
without waiting until all the documents have been processed. If you have 
any questions regarding my request, including its scope, please contact me at 

(b)(6) h w a s h p o s t . c o m  .

Sincerely, 
/ S / L  

(b)(6)
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PGLD Sensitive Case Report
(Revised January 2018)

Requester Name: Case number:
(b)(6) , filed via MuckRock News 2022-08636

Sensitive Case Criteria: fj|e j  v ja  Mu c kRo c k News

H  Likely to attract media or Congressional attention
□  Unique or novel situation
□  Involves PGLD Operations and/or PGLD Employees

Disclosure Received Date:
February 11,2022

Due Date:
March 14, 2022

Case Summary:
The FOIA request seeks a copy of “all documents from any investigation files-including video 
recordings, audio recordings, and photos-related to Operation Crystal Ball, an investigation 
that took place from about 2007 to 2011, which was conducted by the Internal Revenue 
Service Criminal Investigation Division, U.S. Secret Service's South Florida Organized Fraud 
Task Force, and the Fort Lauderdale Police Department.”

Action Plan:
A final response "Denial" letter will be mailed, citing FOIA exemption (b)(3)/IRC 6103(a) - using 
the Chief Counsel approved language for cases where the request is for the tax records of a 
third party, where no authorization has been provided.

Submitted By:
Michael Young, TLS DO13

Date:
February 23, 2022
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Atlanta, GA

January 31, 2022

0101300014653

To Whom It May Concern;

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records:

A copy of all documents from any investigation files—including video recordings, audio recordings, and 
photos—related to Operation Crystal Ball, an investigation that took place from about 2007 to 2011, which 
was conducted by the Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigation Division, U.S. Secret Service's 
South Florida Organized Fraud Task Force, and the Fort Lauderdale Police Department.

According to a press release issued by the U.S. Department of Justice’s U.S. Attorney's office for the 
Southern District of Florida on August 16, 2011, Operation Crystal Ball led to a 61-count indictment. The 
people charged in the indictment were Rose Marks, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida and New York, New York- 
Nancy Marks, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida and New York, New York; Cynthia Miller, of Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida; Rosie Marks, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; Victoria Eli, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida and Secaucus, 
New Jersey; Vivian Marks, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; Ricky Marks, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida and New 
York, New York; Michael Marks, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; Donnie Eli, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida and 
New York, New York; and Peter Wolofsky, of Boca Raton, Florida.

On September 19, 2003, during a court testimony for U.S. Government vs. Rose Marks (Case No. 
11-80072-CR-MARRA), Detective Charlie Stacks (then an officer for the Fort Lauderdale Police 
Department) who was involved in Operation Crystal Ball, stated that the investigation included 
audiotape-recorded conversations with victims including Jude Deveraux (aka Jude Montassir), recorded 
conversations between victims and suspects and targets of the conversation, recorded conversations 
between Jude Deveraux (aka Jude Montassir) and Rose Marks, recorded conversations between undercover 
officers and targets of the investigation, thousands of photos taken by Stacks, a videotape of footage 
captured in an undercover apartment with an informant inside. Please include any of these recordings that 
are in the IRS's investigation files.

On September 19, 2003, during a court testimony for U.S. Government vs. Rose Marks (Case No. 
11-80072-CR-MARRA), IRS agent Beth Watts stated that as a part of Operation Crystal Ball, she was 
present during an execution of a search warrant of Rose Marks' home at 1319 Seminole Drive in August 
2011. These materials included written checks, emails, and other documents. Please include any of these 
recordings that are in the IRS's investigation files.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made 
for commercial purposes.
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MuckRock News
DEPT MR 124339
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
124339-00560344@requests.muckrock.com

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance 
of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or 
CD-ROM if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your 
response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https: //www. muckrock, com/respond/1235884/

If prompted for a passcode, please enter: 
(b)(6)

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred): (b)(6) ©requests. muckrock. com

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 124339
411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) 
requests might be returned as undeliverable.
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