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Y70R,

5601 Potomac Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 2

Honorable William'P. Ro
Secretary of State -
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In winding up my affairs at the Department of State, there .is-a pend-
ing matter which I believe merits your attention.
Lee Harvey Oswald, the presumed assassin of President Kennedy, was
allgdgedly present at a party given by a Mexican communist sympathizer
and attended by the Cuban Consul, a veteran intelligence officer, when
he was in Mexico shortly before the assassination. There are allega-
_ tions that the Mexican Government may have been aware of Oswald's

- presence at that party and that the Cuban Government may have-triedvtof=w
intimidate others who saw him there. . '

A careful investigation of these allegations could perhaps explain
them away. Until then, however, their public disclosure could reopen
the debate about the true nature of the Kennedy assassinatiocn and
damage the credibility of the Warren Report.

Since I was the Embassy officer in Mexico who acquired this:inteila
gence information, I feel a responsibility for seeing it thro h.
its final evaluation. Accordingly, I have prepared a memorandim
(enclosed) explaining this information and its initial assessment
to three memoranda of conversations with my Mexican informant. =

I believe you would want to consider carefully whether td let well
enough alone in this case, or whether the risks;attqhq;ﬁg; 0ss
public disclosure of these allegations make further ‘investigation
warranted. oy

Respectfuliy,

<

. | Charles William :Thoma:

Enclosure: . .
Memorandum and four“attaghments.

HW 53244 DocId:32172861 Page 2



. ; , o .3 T

_ VA ’ S -
”QfDurans after the assassination about a party Wthh Oswald had reportedly
attended, ‘but that the .transcript .of the 1nterrogatlon was entirely

; unsatlsfactory by normal/ investigatory standards. Furthermore, the party
“inquired about was not the one at Ruben Duran s house, reported by

’ Elena:Garro, but at an- entirely different. place. ‘This transcrlpt may L
. well be the source’of Mr. Ferris' bellef that Elena Garro's story ‘had been-
pchecked out’ and found to be untrue, & - R , ‘ \

j\‘ - .

310.» It would appear that whereas the FBI has dlscounted the Elena Garro
“allegatlons, the CIA is sfill considerably disturbed by them.  The CIA.
may not*have pressed forfurther investigation, however, for a. number of-
-~ reasons: 1) con31der1ng the sensitive overlap and subtle competltlon
‘between two - 1ntelllgence collectlng agencies,; it had to yield to the
“FBI" s clear: Jurlsdlctlon 2) _there are obvious conpllcatlons in conductlng
3 such' an- 1nvest1gat10n in a forelgn country; 3) there is a closeé and -
delicate relatlonshlp between the CIA Station Chief and{the former Mlnlster
‘of Interior -- Presideént Gustavo. Diaz OrdaaS]and 4) some of the people
‘happearlng din the Elena Garro scenario may well be agents of the CIA. Under ..
- the c1rcumstances 1t is unlikely that any ‘further 1nvest1gat10n of- thls R
matter will ever. take place unless it is ordered by a hlgh off1c1al in’
Washlngton.’fA" } e o ‘ ; . : RN

~

. ll /AIf all the allegatlons in the attached memoranda were true,.they

'“q would mnot, -in themselves, prove-that there ‘was- a consplracy to_assassinate
: Pre51dent Kennedy. However, if they were ever ‘made publlc, those who,
~ have tried to dlscredlt the Warren Report could have a field day in.
_ ..h speculatlng about their 1mp11cat10ns. The. credlblllty of the Warren Report

R R ﬂy;- would be damaged .all the more if it were learned that these allegations - -
. a - were known and never. adequately 1nvest1gated by the competent Amerlcan 'f_ﬂh"f
PN authorltles.'» « T : LE

,

12 Reference is made agaln to the biographic report (Tab A) on Elena
.Garro. - She is hardly ‘an ‘ordinary or average person. Her strengths and
weaknesses become _exaggerated prec1sely because she is not. - It would -

~be easy and convenient to sweep th1s matter under.the rug by clalmlng g"'
- that Miss Garro is an unrellable informant since she is emotional;,
'oplnlonated and "artistic." ‘I have been affected at times by that.
--.temptation, myself: No American official, however, knows. her better than

‘on balance, the matter warrants further 1nvest1gatlon.

v N

513.- Flnally, the record should show that a represent tive: of a maJoer”

?Amerlcan publlcatlon has at least ‘some knowledge of
A R ,

Charles Wllllam Thomas ﬁf: T
July 25 1969 S B

. © Fan

l do. On‘the-basis of -the facts that I have presented I believe that ’ _f”;.i
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