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DETATIS: ' AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
v Inasmpchqs-j;subjgct holad th 1
of the People's World newspaper, Communist ‘contrell
aisco, and has been active in Communist Party ‘eiroles
bae§ desig}t}ngt,od]as a_key figure in the San. Francisco

.. Source of Information A staed that ‘gubj
fanaging Editor of the Peoplets World newspe
lewgpaper organ; that he recently returned froma. tr
mother in Geopgie, Informant elso advised that the sub ject spent
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San Francisco File 100—1465 ' ’ - A ’ . : égfiﬂq;()
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in New York City where he conferred with Communist Party functionaries in New
York, ‘ : : o - . .
v - Source A further advised that subject.was a member of the
Metal Trades Section of the Communist Party, San Francisco, and that this section
was being dissolved and the Party planned to transfer members inte neighborhood’ .
branches. Informant stated that he had not vet learned to what branch the Party -
. planned to transfer the subject. K . B < R
/ ' .
&Confidential Informant SF-939 advised that subject was
Buest of honor at a party held by the Fillmore Branch of the Communiest Party
at the Abraham Lincoln Victory Center, 1750 Fillmore Street;, Sen Francisco, on
- " August 27, 1943, ' :

Source B advised that he had received information through
2 contact available to him at Party Headquarters reflecting that the subject’
was . considered by Party officials as a possible choice as a candidate for the ‘
office of the. Board of Supervisors in the city elections in San Francisco, After
some congideration, he said that the Party chose- "as their candidate QLETA
O‘CONNOR?YATES, Executive Secretary of the Communist Party for San Francisco.
County. -~ ' BN : S ' '

' Source A stated that the subject ran out of funds in New
York City during his regent trip to the East Cce st. and that subject sent a.
collect telegram to LEO\BAROWAY, the State Financial Director for the Communi st
Party in California, saying that he had no money to return to the copst and -
wanted to know what to do. LEO BAROWAY advised informent that JOHN‘%ITTMAN
acted like a "dountry hick" and that when he returned from his trip from New
York the Party would have to instruct him how to handle himself.. . BAROWAY :

- further stated that PITTMAN should have known enough to go into the Party Head=-
quarters. in New York or the Daily Worker office and borrow $50,00, -

, - Source C stated that on the occasion of the visit of -
JOSEP%%&%;TH, Editor of the New Masses, Communist Party magazine, to San Fran--
cisco during October of 1943, NORTH had a conference with the subject on
‘October 11, 1943, ‘ : . S

o Source C stated that he received information that" subject
assisted FELICE CLARKJ%TRATTON, New Organizer of the Golden Gate Section,
Communist Party, San Francisco, and MARGERY%%OGUE, Negress, member of the Golda
Gate Section, in writing a campaign leaflet''on the racial question to be used
in the city election campaign, D ' N
e A, -he stated that
funotionaries which -
VINTER, held a% the

. In a written report submitted by So
- subject was p;?sent at.a meeting of high Communist Par
included BILLiSCHNEIDERMAN,,OLETAi%'CONNOR.&nd HELE

-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

d at:SAN FRANCISCO | File No.,100-1465 -
f ] Déte: % Peried: ‘ ; Report mads by ' ”‘;
| SN FRANCISCO | 9/18/13  |{9/2,3/13 LEO ANTHONY SCHON i1
Fitle: ' | "] Charatter of Gaser |
i JOHN PITTMAN INTERNAL SECIRITY = €
? ,

SYNCP3IS OF FACTS: Subject, a NHegro, has been rromoted
to managing editor of thesPEOPLE'S
WORLD. His-editoriai:poiie¥ Has been
criticized bym8ommunist Party officials
: for not correctly interpreting the Party
? line, Subject is a member of the San
, Francisco County Committee of the Cp,
' and has been transfered to the Shipfitters
: ' Branch, Metal Trades Section of the Party.
He is a popular public speaker and has ,
delivered addresses at several CP meetings
on the Negro problem. PITTMAN has been
classified 1A in the draft and the Party
is attempting to get a deferment for him.

A advised that when AZRICHMOND, managing
'S YORLD, well known Communist publication

Spacial Agent
in Charge

y
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in San Francisco, was inducted into the Army in February 1943, subject
who was formerly the foreign editor, succeeded him. S8ource B-asserted
that in carrying out his present duties as managing editor of the ;
PEOPLE!'S WORLD, subject is called upon frequently to write editorials
~which expound the  Communist Party policy. Informant asserted that

the sub@pct's'editorial policy has been frequently criticized by
WILEIAM??CHNEIDERMAN,>California State Secretary of the Party, and

also by other high Party officlals who feel that frequently the
approach of PITTMAN to laying down the Communist Party line is not
that which the County Committee had -decided upon. Informant stated that .
subject's editorials sometimes were said to be almost as bad as , :
WESTBROOK PEGLER's column and that the subject almost . justified PEGLER.

criticized by WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN for his approach on the Negro™
question, and that SCHNEIDERMAN said that if the subject can't write
straight on the Negro problem the Party officials won't allow PITTMAN
to write on it at all. o ' ' ' /

- On .January 9, 1943 Source B advised that subject is,

. 5 member of the San Francisco County Committee of the Party. Source C
advised on July 9, 1943 that subject was being transfered to the
Shipfitters Branch, letal Trades Section of the Party. This transfer
was verified on August 26, 1943 by Source D who -made available an

~ official registration blank of the Communist Party showing. subject to

- be a member of this branch and section, which is being maintained in

the files of the San Francisco Field Division. - :

. Source B advised that despite subject's affiliation
with known Communists and his position on the staff of the PEOPLE'S
WORLD, ‘he appears to desire that his Party .membership be kept a secret.

,In this connection informant asserted that-on the occasion of EARL

7§BEQWQER‘s'gddress at the Eagle!s Hall in San Francisco in January 1943,
there was a discussion among high Party officials as to the advisability
of having a Negro. sit on the platform at this rally. Informant assertéd
that the name of subject was suggested but it was stated that subject

~ would.probably refuse because of his desire to keep his Party membership-
a secret. . : B

N

*CONP._INET,SE 939 stated that subject attended a special meeting’

Informant stated further that subject, who is a Negro, was even . //4?

. of the Fillmore Branch of the Party on May 12, 1943 at which time the
‘ coming State Convention of the'Party-was discussed. '
N
| | .
i N
%
(
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. . .  Source A advised that when‘ﬁdmiral EMERY LAND held a
press.conference on the West Coast:Maritime situation in San Francisco
the last week of May 1943, subject PITTMAN was in conference with
HARRY#BRIDGES, well known West Coast Communist, who asked the subject
to send a PEOPLE!S WORLD reporter to. the press conference to ask
Admiral LAND certain questions furnished by BRIDGES in order to

v

"put, Admiral %%ND'Qn the spot".

2 .SF 1212 stated that subject was the former Educational
Directsr 5 Atie -JAMESSEONNOLLY Branch of the Golden Gate Section of the
Party, howeyer that whbr he was unable to devote sufficient time to
carrying it the duties attendant fo this position, subject was asked
by VIOLEBXORR, Organizer of the Golden Gate Section, to resign as
Educational Director or. else he would be dismissed for his lack of -4

Yoo Y

cactivity and - leadership in this position. Informant advised that the

James Connolly and the Frederick Douglas Branches of the Party had
been consolidsted into the Fillmore Branch,and that previously to

- the subject's transfer into the'shipfitters Branch, Metal Trades
Section, he held a position in May 1943 on the Executive Committee

of the Fillmore Branch.

An article apoearing ih the PEOPLE'S WORLD issue of

“April 23, 1943 announced a lecture to be delivered by subject

entitled "Africa Against the Axis" on April 23 at the TOM MOONEY
LABOR SCHOOL, 678 Turk Street, admission fifty cents. Tt is noted
that the TOM MOONEY LABOR SCHOOL is a well known front organization .
for the Communist Party. ’ - : ‘
A . ; . . o ‘
%i;ﬂﬁiiufjfTTSiﬂll59’§tated‘that on June 23, 1943 subject delivered an
address on race' riots before a joint meeting of the Fillmore Branch
and Branch 6 of the Metal Trades Section of the Party. He stated that
21l riots which had recently broken out such as the.Detroit and Beaumont
riots, started at the same time which proves they were inspired by
Axis friends. He further stated that he had observed that the riots
started when the Axis powers were caught between two forces of Allies

-in Europe.. He said that Communist Party policy is to demand protection

for Negroes and Mexicans from the police, and also to contribute more

to war production. L . ’ .|
S A news item.in the OAKLAND TRIBUNE on July 13, 1943

stated that JOHN PITTMAN,'Negro-columnist, would be the guest speaker

at a public meeting to be held by the Berkeley Branches of the Communist

Party at 1942 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley, California on July 15, and

that subject was to discuss the effect of the recent so-called '"raee

riots"., . ’
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On July 23, 1943 an article appeared in the PEOPLE!'S
WORLD stating that the first of a spe01al series of six weekly classes
on "PeOples of the Pacific" would be held at the TONIB@ONVY LABOR

© SCHOOL, and that JOHN PITTMAN, managing editor of the PEOPLE'S WORLD
- woudld talk on Japan at meetlngs to be held on July 2& and 31.

SF 939 adv1sed that on August 30 l9h3 PITTMAN spoke
at ‘a Communist: Party meeting held at the Abraham Lincoln Victory Center,
- 1759 Fillmore Street, on the problems of Negroes, stating that his
people have always been ‘discriminated against and were prevented from
progress1ng to a normal and satlsfactory manner of llv1ng.

Source D made available a handbill advertlclng a speech
to be delivered by subJect the editor of the PREOPLE'S WORLD, on
the coming election in San Francisco on August 19, 1943 at 1402 Powell
Street; San Francisco. This meeting was held under the auspices of
the North Beach Branch of the Communist jarty.

Source E advised that subject had been classified 1A
and that the Party, through GEORG“@ANDERSEN well known attorney for
-the Party in San Francisco, had been trying to get a deferment for
him. Informant advised that subject's draft board advised PITTMAN
- on August 4, 1943 that he would be ordered for induction soon, Party
officials feel however that if he can be defered for a few months, the
Army will not take him inasmueh as he will be 38 on December 17, -1943.
‘Source A advised that on August 26, 1943 subject received permission
from his draft board to leave the 01ty for a month in order that he
mlght visit his aged mother in Georgla.‘
'; o e SOF 517 reported that on Seotember 12, 1939 cubJect
'spoke under the = auSplces of Lodge 694, IW0, at 136 Valencla Street,
'San Francisco on the subject of the world situation and the German 7
and Soviet Non—Agression Pact. Informant advised that an article appeared
" in the July 1939 issue of the FILLMORE SPOTLIGHT; published by the
22nd Assembly District of the San Francisco Communist Party, advertising
an open branch meeting of the Party scheduled to be held on July 20, 1939
at 1732 O'Farrell Street. The artlcle stated that JOHN PITTMAN, staff
member of the  PEOPLE'S “ORLD, ‘would' speak on "The Negro Looks at 1940".
Informant further advised that on March 20, 1940 subject led z forum.
sponsored by the PEOPLE'S “ORLD on the tOpic "This Week Abroad' held
at the Sorosis Hall, 536. Sutter Street, San Francisco. Informant _
advised that subject delivered an address at the Eagle's Hall, 273 .
Golden - Gate Avenue, on September 19, lth the occasion being a meeting
/held under. the auspices of the Peoples' "orld Forum. ELIZABETH GURLEY
qwaYNN Secretary. of the Citizens Committee to Free EARL BROWDER, and
a nationally known Communlst Darty functlonary,_snoke on .the same
program,
-~ PENDING -
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