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agreed to do this.

Meanwhils

that it was useleas for

our efforts ware doomed
- Next
Brand instrusted Cesar
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the cubans to fig
that unless uh‘ UeSs d-c1aed 10 do something about
In short,.
with Cesar
to start lookinz for D.Z3. and L. Zs.'ueSLdas, Cssar wa
fe

from the 3oviat Union, and

to

Brand established

Amparo informed Brand of all
escaps from El Escambray. In
that Efrsn Rodriguez, member
houss in Havana, and was the

On August 6/60, Brand saw
account of Abay and Pensla's
lost with the action groups of OA. Efren was completely out of money. Zrand gav
pim $130.00 and instructed him to establish contact with 0a's action groups.

On August 5/60, at 7 a.o., Brand made contact with Z
told E.R. that he wanted to see Amparo (Plinio’s wife), ie
on the actual situaiion of OA's groups. That same aftsrnoon Erand saw Ampa
the arrests that had takesn place after Plini

id

milio Rodr'vu Bra

in order to

d
har

Ze
20 by
r'Ca
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-
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regard to OA's groups in Havana, Amparo »old Zrand
of the Executive Commitee of the OA,was in a safs
man who could brisf Brand on @A's situation.
EZfr=n Rodricuez. Zfren informed Brand that, on

asdylum st

through ths members of

failurs.
contact

laborers in the dif
Cesar also voluntesred to
patrol cars, in order tofind out the codes
comrunications. He-also promised to start a
and to start chccking Fidel

Brand had.to remain in his safe house for the next ten days,
or moustaches had bsen sent to him, and he had no materials for his disguise.
Plinio had arrived to Havana, and had sstablishsd contact with Zfren
and otaer members of the underground, :

Emilio Rodrizuez gave Brand a man to be used as a drlver or as a cut—out.
This man i3 named Montes. After receiving the disguise materials, Brand establi
contact with Jesus Izlesias, former member of Triple ‘A, and BSrand’s fsllow cons
for many years. Iglesias owned a 50 ft, yacht. Brand askvd Izlesia’s help to us
hiS‘yach* to smugzle weapons into Cubas. Iglesias was in very low spirits, He sa

the

Embassy of Brasil, contacts had been

.o
.
e

becauss no glue

nt Fidal, since rld 1 had a powerful ©
5
Izlesias refused to help.

Lancis 3Bravo. Cesar agrsed t

hel
12
3

to. gather informa

T
L
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rent Unions, and o try
make contacts with policemen in t
2y were using in their radie

arch for saf=2 houss=s and store ho
the 3indicato Gastironomica.
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that first meeting, Brand gave Cesarzone thousand pesos, to bs ussd for expsn3z
for ths renting of houses., ' )
Next, Brand madecontact with Bﬁﬂﬂto Fernandaz. Benito said that he was eager
help and that all of us had to givs our be3st to overcome our country's situatio
i Zenito offered~nls,efforus to try fo find D.Zs. and L.Zs. Besides, he voluntsar
: to do some recruiting. Benito informs d Erand that he DRad an action grouz of abe
Pi{ftesn men, already armed.’ :
Contact was mads with Dr., Heli h*ﬂo Basz. Nardo informed Drand that he had
: alresady bheen aproached by n=ople fron AR and By Lomberto Diaz »actinv ths lait
i : as renfnsan+au1vc from Tony Varonaf sizroup: Nardo had rsfused to work with thenm
; Brand asked IHardo to taks care of th§ Province of Pinar del Rlo as a l=adsr of
new undarzround group, of which hs wis zoinz to be one of ths leadsrs. Nardo az
rand oromissd to start lookiag for D.Zs. and L.Zs. azd alse promissd to
of ths recruiting of oelin the Province of Pinar dsl Rio. He menti
ad o frisnd who nad ‘3e2n a 1isutanent in thes r=b=l army, and who had
ion bscause of the communist tendenciss of the Jo¥ernment. He Lold Era
ex-1izsutanent could cecome% valuasls as3sat 12 won Lo our sides. 23 53
inz to try to brinz this mad 1o talk with Zrand. Brand zave Sardo Tivs
I 2XDen3cs. ' '

N
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&t the first meeting with Benito Ferrandesz,
University student, and son of J2sus Izlesias.
making recruitings at the University. Brand also ins

c .

scessary arrangesments so Zrand could havs a n
Planas and Eddy Crews, members of +ihe
Havana and members ot MRR (Artime's faction). Brand gave N
for expenses. v '

A weel after their first meeting, 3rand saw Cesar Lancis again. Cesar said
had besn making soms contactswith different unions. He also =xplained that up
that time he had besn working with Tony Varona's zroup; named "Rsscate". He ex;
his concern about the doubls role he was playing, working with Rescata at the
time that he?ﬁgfking with Brand. Lancis said that in due course he could bring
Triends in Rescate to Brand's organization. Brand said that a week had elapasd
no results had been attainad and that hs wanted results. Lancis said that he w:
going to have results for ths next mssting. '

Through Nelson Iglesias, Brand had a mesting with Jos=s Fsrnandez Planas and
Eddy Crews. The meseting took placs at Ferrsndez Plana's home in Vadado, Havana.
drand asked Fernandez Plana's help in order to get D.23. and L.Zs, and safs  hc
Though Fernandez Planas agrsed to help, hs was a little bit raluctant because ¢
connsctions with MRR., He said he was gzoinz to talk things over with his friend:
promised to zive ms an answer in a few days. Nevertheless, hs accented four hur
pesos to be used in the renting of safe houses. Brand also asksd about the 008
of creating some disturbances at Havana University on the 30th of Septembar,
arniversary of Trsjo's dsath.They said thsir chances were slight, bscause thesy
could not burn the psople they had at the University in that kind of action. ZHe
sald that in the event of a riot at the University, they would be crushsd by tr
communists and militia, already well trained, 2quivped and organizad.

In his next mesting with Brand, Nardo brouzht along a man by the nams of
Francisco Robavna Domingusz, ex-~lisutensnt of ths Asbel Army. Robayna had: been
member of the American Army, at Fort Dix, New Jerasy, He had been to Zuropnse as
member of the American Aramy. He dessrtad 1o zo to Cuba and join the forces fign
Batista. He bscame a member of Faurs Cbﬁnn‘s.gucrrillas in tha mountains of Las
Villas. Robayma said that he was willing to join Farde and Zrand‘s s?forts. He
that he had already been working in the recruiting of people. He assuresd Brand
he could count -with a force of 150 men. He also said that he was going to get D
Robayna was to work under the orders of Nardo. :

~ In his next mesting with Brand, Fernandez Planas rsturned ths four hundrs »
he had oreviously received. He said h= could noi taks care of +the renting of <a
housss, bescause thes people they could uss for that, were nesded at ths FER. iisv
since Srand had promised him weapons, he said he wvould keep trying 4o get DoZ3,
LeZs. He said he wanted to ses Brand again. o ' :

Benito Ferrandez saw Brand azain. He said that he had talked with his broths
who had been a Mayor in Santiazo de Cuba. Hs had also talked with Luis Cassro
who had also been a lMayor in Santiago de Cuba. They both promissd hinm to start
searching for D.Z3, and L.Z3, in the southesrn coas:t of +ha Province of Orisnt3,
Srand also saw Nelson Izlesias again. He said it had bsen diffizult to rser

s at ths University, because svsrysna geemed to bslong alrsady to one orza
other. Nevertheless, hs said, s had a group of arour®d ten studanti who we
ng to work with him, though soms of them alrsady belonzed to Rescats. s k

in contact with a boy named Solisj Who was heading Rescate!s group at ths Un

Around th=3e days, Jos, a m2mbar of ihe Company wnom Erand had met in U

Cy o gy

. » B st e v . - . S A, . H
to visit Brand at Erand’s safshouse. Hs 3aid that thsy varsn't
o i i, Ha or

i ng pzopl2 oul of Cuda to bs nroperly traiansd, Ha o
D ' = h R b J kL
Zrand soms contacts wh : 3 i n
: nd EBran

ch would help Brand in his activitiass.
d zade soms contacts whic!

-
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to sag Pli
Erand’s aafzhous
] Hext day, EZrand
man ramﬂd Juan mef iez, also known a
the nead of o group named FaR (lo:
o told Srand of his efforts and how nleas
things wers 3 on. Plinio also
end the ms e was exneRting to have in the days to In
gaid that ne was also oleasadwith tha way things were developing.
In his next me=eting with Brand, Hobayna brou;nt a map vpolnting
was the first D.Z. that grand got. Brand gavs
could give the exact location of the.
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-next D.2s. he was trying to

talked about.his plans for the inmedi

3 b on
0

B

out a Do T

Robayza a lensatic compass 3o Po

zet.lobayna w

full of enthusiasm with tha outcome of his efforts. All his men were anxious %

into battle. Robayna

That list of weanons was givan to

that in ths Province of Pinar d
an uprising agzainst Castro. ’

--- It should be said by now that all the me etingshel d
the Comnanv in Havana, alzost inmsdiately after thay too

instructed in Hashington to giva , revort each weeks. ac
in many ocQaésions twice and thrice a waek, ~—e :

X place.

By this time, Brand had met with !

y Brand were report
Brand had
tually, reoorts were

gave Brand an estimate of the Weapons he needad for his 1
the Company in Havana. Robajna also informed
1 Rio, a majority of the population was in fav:

“fren Rodrizuez 'n several occaszons, ggr

Rodriguez was contacting and organizing action groups
8itly as w2ll as in th= Provincs. A man by the name of
by Hlm. This man was to lsad the men we were nlanning

?utlllo Ramos Had be
to use in . an att

an cc¢
empt agal

Fidel's 1ife. Zfren Rodrizuez hed slao met neonla who
on the Government forces in Isle of Pinsa. Rutilio Ramos also 1
this. Conuacts Wwers mads by Efren Rodriguez
Lajas, '

Joe sent oraua some instructions tha%

with action groups in

gave hinm detailad informa
zade gsome rsporis

3an Jose de L

enabled EBrand to mak~ contact with a

named Alberto Jor=ze Losada Fernands=z, who worksd at tha uo“aanla de Zlectricida

This Losada was one of ths leaders of an organization called
-Though thsy had: men all around ths island,
Prov1nce of Pinar del Rio. And what ssemed most imoortant of all,
of fifty men alresady in the mountains in Pin

r del Rio, ina place namsd Rio

"Resistencia Agras
their man fofce seemsd 4o .bs in ths

thay had a

In the first mseting with Losada, Brand gaves him 500 »e36s to bs used in tha
purchase of supplies for ths men alrsady in the mountains. Srand zlso instruchs
Losada o try to organizs groups at the Compania de Elsciricidad., Thsaas groups
to be usa2d in sabotaze at ths Ll=ctric Company. ‘Losada azresd to sand word to %+
lzader of the group at the mouniains to coms to Havana to nave a meeting with &
Losada also agresd %o try to find some DeZ5e or L.Z2s,~From that day on, Losada

1.

tne meetings with

Zrand oromptly apsroved.

Jos sent Brand soms instructions %: 12t ena ith a .w
naped Vidal Horales, who was to provide the zoons that were promissd o 3rand Lo}
Jinm Bowdin. Erand instructed /*dal to organizs his men and "éve"them raady for
action to te used whsn requirad, B*anq also instructed Vidal to start chackinz
Garlos Rafa=l Rodrizuasz, a wall known communlst, and also to give all the infor:
he could gather about the top communistis in Cuba. Vidal aér:cd to this.

In a meeting with Losada, h=s informed Srand that the leadsr of the zroup at

Ad he nams of Lazaro 3antos sbrsu, had basn killad in hig way
rand than told Losada to maks arrangam2nt3 30 Srand sould

zan wne- had substitutsd Lazaro aantos.
with Cesar Lancis and Lozuda, so boih man would g2t in %g

1 NN

Page t._t;"

’
Erand would take place in two houses ha indicatsd, and which

hled Brand to make contact w



rand, Lanciz
ve Zran : 2port about Losada and
Slectric Company. The rsport said that Losada had
L that he had been suspectad of being an informsr for Bat
S "~ reoort also said that Losada was susnscted of being a fairy. The sames renort -
& that Losada's brothsr was a druz addict and a "susher®. Zrand -then aiked:Lanci
there were any doubts about Losada's attitude azainst the pressni Cuban Sovar:
Lancis said that Losada and his brother were considerad Fidel's enemies, withc
question. Lancis informed Brand that a former major ot the army, named Manual
Jesus Hernandez, had been commisionsd by Lancis to establish a nst of informer
Lencis also said that he had received several thousand vesos from Raacats and
he was willinz to return: the thousand pesos that Brand had ziven him. To this
Brand answared nothing. :
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Arcund the Fiftashils of Ssptember, Brand thouzht hs had noticed cerfain un

things around Potin's building, where Brand's safehouss was locatad. Ons day,
n Brand was entsring the buildi Z, he heard a man asking about %

ving at ths nenthouse of ths bui » This confirmed Brand’s sus

sthing wrong wa3s zoing on. 2rand left tha building and navar cams back. It -

il thres weeks later that Zrand foun out, through Auzusto Casanayery, the :

who had provided the safs house, that a tennant of ihe openthouse;,who livad in -

of Brand's avariment, had bsen ths victim of enextortion. This had basn ths um

atmosphsre that Brand had noticed around *he building, becauss that tennant ha:

v under surveillancs by the people who submitted him to extortion.

whe

he »=0pls w
oicions tha:

un
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Zrand went

~
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A

t some days at Juan lMandez's
et a man napmed Jor nino, who vorked with Msndez AR, Brand put Zspino i
ontact with Nardo; so Zspino's peopls -in Pinar dal o wowldwork under the zwl
T Robayna. Zspino’s military chief in Pinar dsl Rio was a young man by ths nax
arrios. Brand met 3Barrios and introduced him to Robayna. From thsn on, Barrios
n contact with Robayna, and working under his command, '

v lads, At this safehouse,
> 4
b [

O

2
a
i

o'e

Heitiy O

‘Priest named Las Hsras. Brand went Lo that meeting and ‘asksd this o
A3 _USTAS 3x=4 s
Artsmisa, in the Province of Pinar dsl Rio, and contact Narde, so ha wo

, Hardo with all ths halp that the prissthood could afford o zive ia %he provine

el Rlo. Brand saws Nardo and arrangsusnts were maie in such a way that I

ng2s A
-
=

Father Las Heras, From then on, it was thair busizness Lo L

; Around thsss days, Brand heard that Hendez was zoingz to havs an intarview wi
: ’ S 5
: r

‘4'
[ad
io
C o o
[CQ="

@ 223 1n touch,
ne mmeting with Fathsr Las Heras, Brand zet a physician named Dr. Lson Lemy

i ied himself as a delegate from Crzanizacion Qccidental Anticomunista (ze
A few days later, Zrand introducsd Nardo ‘o Dr. Leon Lenus, so Leon would help
in the Provines of Pinar del Rio. Later on, Brand introduced Leon Lemus to Roba
CCals military chief in the Province of Pinar del 3io was a younz man named Cru:
This Cruz Blanco was introducsd to Rosayna by Leon Lerus. From.then an, Cruz 81
¥as to work under the orders of Robayma. It is on account of all thess contacts
Weres zivsn to Robayna, that in ths last me3sags that Rotayna sent to Zrand thrs
Hardo, hs claimsd to have six hundrad men und=r his cozmand. And he sai :

was a consarvativs fizurs. Nardo comm=ntsd that in ordar %o aks
congervativs, hs Qould,say that Hobayna had fiva hundrsd men und
IO : 4 v ,

Y

flgure is accepted by 3rand as zood,
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o
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Jit >
at the verativa de Omnibus Aliados., This Cabafas had hundrad
drivers and conductors of busses in Havana. Cabaflas promised to

H

zet safehouses
storehouses. He also promised to orzanizs groups azong ihes drivers and conduci

Havana. Hz also said that he was zoinz to give Brand a driver. 3rand gave Gabal
620 pssos, , : L

A few days later Brand met Luis Alvarez, a formsr bus dyjus
became Brand's driver. This Luis Alvaraz had been recommended
be a courageous, dedicatsd and faithful companione. _

In a new meeting with Jose Fernandez Planas, Brand met a young physician knc
Anselmo. In this meeting they said they had found a D,Z. and that they were zoi
give Brand a map pointing out the exact location of ths place. Thsy asked whick
weapons could Brand provids. Brand mentionsd all ths weanons he he-had bsen pre
and commited himself to deliver certain amount of those weapons fifteen days af
the map had reached his hands, Thes boys promised to zive the map in short notic
Th2s= boys also wanted to establish contact with Brand's people in Pinar del R
_ o Some days later Zrand received a very detailsd map of a L.Z..in ths southerr
i coast of ths Province of Pinar dsl Rio. It was sent to the Company right away.
; : By this time Robaymas had sent Brand the location of anothsr D.Z. By then ,
kept asking about the weapons, and he kspt saying that his men wars anxious %o
the equipment and start fighting. ‘

Through Zmilio Rodriguez Brand met an American known as William Webster. Thi

was to put Brand in contact with a group of a friend of Brand who had zons to ¥
named Mario Massip. Through Webster, Srand met a man alresdy known to him for ma
years. This man's name is Simon Yabrs. Simon Yabre was to put Brand in contact

' Mario Massip's grouo. Sy this times Zrand had bscome a liitle bit unsasy about t
lack of news from Jim Zowdin, and k2pt asking Emilio Rodrigusz abtout ths deliv:
of weapons. Zmilio Rodrigzusz always answersd that he knew nothing about it, thn
always delivered my reports but could not %sll wme what ths policies of the Comp
wsre in that respsct, v
Through Webster, Brand made conitact with
ilvio ds Cardenas. 3ilvio de Cardenas said
eaded by Jose Ignacio Rivsaro and Antonio R
1o bs the exact iruth, that they had conn
‘known and respectad p=ople. That they could
they wanted wa T guidancs. Erand
“days later, Silvie de Cardenas provided two
five timss more. Cardenas zave a list of tha w

(0]

[¢

nd e from i
g’cge%thagrbggﬁ !
y Cabanas a

L he was one of the lzadsrs of 2
io Padilla. He s3id, and Brand ka2l
on3 along the whole island with w=
r incs
r

wealthy and very well known cuban
<

— G

as and transportation.
h. Throu

W
@
®»
(@]
]
ja)
@
o
3
A
e

zh ths Company,
io de Cardan:

himself to deliver ths wezanons in dus courss,

Cne day Brand got word that thers was zcing to
Pszopls from the Front were supposed to zo to that. =
Brand sent word sayinz hs saw no reason why he '
insisted on Brand's attsndance. Brand wsnt to <
Zfren Jodriguez, Jorze Zapino, Francisco 3ant
3=t to coordinate ithe CA and ths Frontla affo
It was established .also that 2rand would coor
-in2 zan the Front could »rovida,

, = Trrough Emilio Rodrigzusz, Zrand m=t 4 man named AL
-/ t51d Zrand that he had besn trainsd in sabotage a:
: orzanizsd in the Clty and Provinc2 of Eavana. Bran
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a man known as Rohesrto Llvalaz, who huad a

By this tiume, Zrand had met ho ¢ red
and who sald he had bsen trained in intellizence work, and that he had besn iu
for several years. This man was introcduced to 3rand by Zmilio Rodrizusz. Fobsr

was to help Brand in anything Brand would requirs of him. Erand found that Rob
was available only after 5 pem. and on Saturdays and Sundays. Brand found this
Alvarez to be a sensible, educated and calmed individual. Brand told this wan
he would fimnd somsthing Pfor him to do.

Cabahas had given by now four safchouses. These safehouses. were already in:
out thes famlllps living there wer=z to receive anyone in nsed<of a safehouse, I
of those houses Brand lived for two weeks. Anothesr of those houses was used as
safehouss for meetings.

Through Cabanas and Bsnito Fesrnandez, Brand met a man named Oscar ROd”liﬁ«
This man claimed to be one of the leaders of an organizations in ths Province
Oriente, They were willing to work provided they were supplied with weanons. 2
found the man to be honest, but dumb and uUnaxperienced. Newerthsless, grard in
-- this man to keep in touch with Cabahas. '

" By this time, Brand had become a little bit unsasy about his diszuiss. Durin
peranbulations around town, Erand had met by chance with many old friends. Nen:
them recognizsd Zrand. One day, however, a boy named'ﬂodal nemper of Tr;o;a A
saw Srand in a drugstors and recognized him.. When Branu nant out, ZBrand noticat
that two m=n in a car wers watching him. Th2 car went around ths block and sta:
to follow Brand. When ths car aporoached Brand saw Nodal and Silvin Martinez, :
member of Triple A. Silvio called Brand and insisted on having a mseting with |
Brand was mad to 3se how 1rresnonswb e and indiscraest these fellowas were. Eram
them an appointment, but Brand didn't atiend to it. Brand had bscome unesasy ab
the disguise because, although B.was using a second na'rnl*cv, 1t looked awful
bad, and many frisnds had warned Srand tnat the hairpiecs looked. a fales Prom a !
afar, They also said that the moustache looked too dark. Brand's conclusion ab
trhis is what follows:l)Ths disguise was very good, but hairpisces don't last lo:
in Cuba‘s climate, If one wears them daily, as Zrand did, “ney are not good fo.
more than twelve or fiftsen days. 2) The disguiss was good a3 long as it mads

a diffesrsnt man, but it was bad becauss it had too distinctive featurss, that

that if the police radioced a description of a man with vsry dark hal., vary da.
moustacha, and a vair of somehow unusual zlasses, it is sure sneugn that Erand
going to bs caught, It is Brand's opinion that if a man is <o wear a diasguiss

a long period of time, this diszuise should not have distinetive P=aturss. It

<

2

te diffi“ 1% to describs the man in disguise, This is why from ths very firss
in 3epiember 3rand kent asking Jim to send Karl o Cuba. Brand wanited to bs di-
in a different way. Anothar thing about 1s~u1333.-tha J=r3on in diszuiss shouw
always have enouzh materials at hand.In many occasionssthe ravlacsments for mo
took too lonz to arrive to Cuba, The last ten moustaghss wWere raczivad in very
shape and were so bad thai Brand thought th=y “ad not tesn mads by Karl,
Karl had made thsm in a hur*y. - '
.. By %his time BErand had already mst Maris Zscot known consnirator
friend of Brand. Escoto was Aursliano's resoressni in d-
charze of Triole A, 3rand offer=d weapons to Zaco : Z3coto
Zscoto said he had to consult this with Aursliano, bul nevsrtiizI=ssy h:
vas colnz to send Brand a mav atl rand
Iscoto any zoney he wizht nsed, n=
trhat hs had been providad with a tivi

3y this time, Brand had noti: We
ths nams of "Cuba LLDTV , and- th B
Benito Fsrnandsz, Joss Jabanas, I and 3rand.
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ambar now. Gomila also S&ldo uO”l‘a had
the Army, stationed in 3antiago, named wuintana Mena. Thi

G

. N

mber of the G=2 and he wantzd to coonerate with the forces fighting Jastro.

t
rom
retario de Hacisnda and from the lMembser of tie Supreme Court. Gomila wen
o de Cuba to ses the Captain, but Brand do2s not know the oucome of the
becausa Brand didn't see Gomila azaine ' .
ay 3rand went to Fernandez Plana's house to nave a meeting with the milit
the Froﬁtin the Provinca of Pinar del Rio. Brand feli-hes had noticad so:
illancs around the place. When Brand told this to Fernandez Plana and his f:
4 pted a someswhat ws-don't-bslieve~in-ghostis attitude. They told Zrand that
Lo ses the man from Pinar d=1 Rio in a differsnt place. They offered
tion Tmn Brand. ‘Brand wasnt with Anselmo, whosa car was parked in front
z Plana's houss. After Anselmo had beesn driving Tor a ,nllv, Erand aske=d
3 looking throuzh ths rear mirror, to ses if they had been followed. 4 T
1ds after this remark,” Aanselmo said that a car was after them. Branit“snii 3
t

nstructed Gomila to g=t intellizence reports from this Captain, and also
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mo not to zo to ths meeting vlace. They began ur ving ground town, and
after them. Finally they went to Calizto Garcia's Hospital. Brand went int
ing, took off his moustache and zlasses and went out by the same door ne hac
in. The men who had been following them werse there, but it ssems they d
and, who walksd away. . :
ese days, while Brand was go meaetd

s ‘*ﬂ“ho Varona, a fallow ¢ r za 3
nto ths car. They talksd for a few zinutes and set a date and vlace for
. Three days after that, Varona met Bra rona informed Zrand that a
fors an airplane had atonped equipment at Z1 Zscambray, and that thz eg
en caught by Fidel's forces. Brand asksd some D.Zs. ;rom Varona., Varona-
st them, but he looked juits skeotical abtout uanj thinzs.3rand told him.

_ hs nsxt 4ims Brand saw Benito Ferrandesz, he said that Pllnlo '3 mother had vic
him, cuite nervous, saying that his son had been cavtursd at Il dscamoraj. “ZSenit
har that that was not true.
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Prior to this mzeting, Benito Farnandez had introduced to Bra%ﬂzgzg frisnds o
)y + D IR P .
Zarroso, and another young man by the rams of CJruz.” ifhey id=ntilliec
d them help, and askesd them Lo o<
e .

themsalves as frisnds of Nino Diaz. Erand offere
"

thair efforts 9ith Brand in the province of Pi ar d:l Rioe, Thay sald that they ¢
talk those things wiih Nino Diaz before making any definits arrangement, Thay 32
Cruz was going %o liami to ses Nino Diaa, Thay wanted Erand fo sstadlish tona i
Nino Diaz so hs=- night trust Brand. prand sent a flash to Jim Bowdin, asking ni
sstablish Brand's bona Tids with Nino Diaz. Many days passsd a;,-a;d 3rand was, r
able to cont irue nezotiations, bacause no answsr sver cam2 Irom Jim Eowdin or ar
ser of Lthe Company. Prior to this mesting : Brand "
ating with Barroso. 3enito Fcrnand Cr
pons in Harans.
L

osada, Brand met a man namzd Juan
of"A=sistencia Agramonte". Losada
+that in order to get a final
namad Rossel, who is living in

Lo coms o an azcsemsnt wiil H-ada.
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3y this time, Erand has recsivad inforsation through uaﬂanaa of the fraguent
of Raul ftaul Castiro to the Zabassy of Checoeslovaquia. de tried but could not r:
houss acroos the street. 2rand had instirucied Robsrio Alvarsz to maks a nlan fur
casing of thz places and also for the killing. The handa of the proffessional cou
seen in ths instrucltions given by Robserto Alvarsz. At lasi, we got word that Ra
Castro was going to live in Crients, and since we wars not aé}e to rent the hous:
ths plan was droppsd.

In his last mesting with Brand, Cesar Lancis hrad informed him of the possibnils
of killing Fidel at the National Hobvl where he used to zo to have dinner with

F
employees. This was also told to Roberto Alvarez, who began thinking about plani
‘regarding the National Hotel and Pekin Restaurant.

Rumors besgan to:sprsad around town that Pllnlo had bsen captursd somswhsare n=:
5l Escambray mountalns.

Meanwhile, CabaZlas had seen Brand several tim s, and bad'informnd him ot the
recruitings he had made for Cuba’ lere amonz the drlvers and conductors of Coopars
de Cmnlbus aliados. - .

Finally, the nswspapers in town'aublish°d some nictures of Plinio Prieto af
capture near El Escambray. The s summary < trials began. The day befors ths execut
is, the 1lth of Octoter, Exzilio Rodriguez came to sese Zrand. He informed 3rand
Juan Mesndez' and some other zroups were goinz to start shooiing around town in ord

(¢

.orove thes Govarnment that the Cuban Peoplc was against the execuuvons, and on the

DocId:;

of the rebels. Zmilio Rodrizuez asked Brand how many men could he give to start sk
around town. Brand answered that he had no men available for that. Zmilio Rodrigzus
asked if Brand had any men available to try to rescus Plinio. Brand ansersd that
could ziva armsd men for that purvose. Emilio Rodrigusz also asked about Brand's
possibilities in men to help in an atiempt against Ficdel's 1life at Mulgoba. Brand
zernd that hs could gzive armed msn. for bhav action.The "ye-must-do-something” a
1emos Sus hacer al»o"), is the worst thing that can happen in & consoiracy. iih
realized that all ths leaders in the alb‘“rvnu zroups wanted to start shooti
witioudl plans or any definite purposs, Brand bezan to have sirong doubts about the
seriousness or coordination of the sfforts that were under way. :

After Pliniofs execution, morals came to an all tinmse low. 3rand instructed CaX
‘o start sabotage on the busses in Havana. Brand sent a flash to Jim Sowdin insist
on the urgency of receiving incendiary and demolition matsrials. o answer. In the
between the 17th and ths 24 th of October, more than ons hundred busses wers damazs:
Havana by pouring starch or emesry in the radiators. '

Benito Fernandez had informed Brand that Guido Gonzalez Bustamants had sesan Bar
nd had incuired about Brand's whereabouts. Beni*o said that Brand was out of Cubs
uldo then said that Mizuel Isa Fresneda, a former friend of Zrand and nrasently

lding a high position at ths Ministerio de Jobdernacion, had inforz that
was in Havana, under disgulss, and offering wonsy and weanons to dif
orzanizations. Isa's son in law, named Nelson Barroso, was a member o
Police in Cubs. , ' '

Heanwhile, Nano Alonso, former member of %
in ths Province of Pinar del Rio,had s2nt a m
r
t

D'*i

¥

Army, and presant zember of thse

ze to Dr. Nardoe. In_u“at D283

ad to work with us at the Front
ol
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Nardo, aAlonso }%ﬁ%ée" t is a shams that you
iY % Ca

fsvye permitted deceivasd by ths man of th irpiecs and the dysd moustachs’,
answered saying that he had known the man of iha= :airopiscs Lor many ysara3, and ins

man azver iried to daceive anyone. .
and lhad nsver contacted or sent nessages 3ither to Nafto Alonso or to Mizusl T
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looked at 3rand and 3spesdsd up the car zound ths blocks Sefore d zat to
3rand, Brand bad entered into hi's safehouse, at Holsl Vista Al N

Next day, Brand went to onz of his safzhouses to %ry Lo maks an appoinitmant wi
Zmilio Rodriguez. This safehouss was very well located, tul Brand never liked ths
way in which Monte, a cuban employee of ths Comvady, had buili up the cover for %!
safehouse. When Brand resachsd this apartmant, he found that it had been sealed by
the 3ovwrnm—nt, as 1t had been dons wiih hundreds of empty;apavtmsn g ina ths ity
That

t didn't prove anything, except that the cover had not been well buill up.

Brand made an appointment with Emilio Rodrigusz. Both startsd walking around !
city for about.two hourse. Brand told Emilio that. he had decided to discontinue op:
aid come to Washington to see Jim Bowdin. '

Brand then went to ses Alfredo Iza*ulrre, and stayed at his place for a weaks. !
the m‘antlma, and through Iza"Uerc s frisndgat tha mmcaasg,_nrard sent a flash
Jim Bowdin, informig him of Brand's dscision to discontinus ooerations. At the en
of that wesk, Alfredo Izaguirre returnsd home ons: night quite upset and told Bram
that it was bcttcr for him to go to live somewhsre elas. ¥ :

Through Benito Ferrandez, Brard mads contact with a very well known physician :
Dr. Eernardo Milanss. Thouzh Brand had dscided to discontinue opnsrations, hes recr

Dr. ¥ilanes, who was willing to br1n= :a;group of about 30 of his fellow nnjalclan.

to work with Cuba Librs. —
But then, Benito Fsrnandez cams to ses Brand and oold him that Nino Diaz was i

E= N

San tiago, making contacts with differsnt zroups. Since Brand had been told by Al
Izazuirrs that he, Izaguirrs, had been anoroached by Wa}or Fumberto Sori uarAEE vl
‘75fff§§§=ta have thras other majors willing to revolt against the Government, Brawn
dscided inmediately to go to Oriente and try to put Nino Diaz in contact with Sor:
Marin, becausa Sori Marin hed also stated that he had 500 msp, and that he could
‘control 14 ldlomaters of the southern coast in O;ﬁen:gf Zrand want to sese Izaguir:
and ask5E_EI5_ffs:gzngTEH’Egg€EEf—ﬁi.a Sori Harin and tell him that Brand wanted
see him, either in Havana or in Crientes 1Za: Zzulrrs then told 3Zrand, quite bluntly
that his frisnds at the dmoassy didn't inow Abo Brand was, and had advized him %o
discontinue nls ‘contacts with Brand until thsy could find out who Bran was. Zrand
oft Izaguirre's house in a rags. Ten days had czlapsed from ths day Brand ssnt <h
flash to Jinm Bowdin, and, rcvertnolgss, Izaguirre's frisnds at the EZmbassy didn't
Ynow ard had not bsen.abls to find out, who Brand was. - :
Brand thsn weni to see Emillio Rodriguez to inguire about th Comnany’s orapara
1o take Brand out of th:s country. Z.R. said that he had not recesivad an answer oa
but that thsy, tha people from the Company, had sent L 5CC0 »

o]
o

C
Q

303.

Sanito Fernandez brought Brand a very destailed map poiniing out a DOZ.,at or
303*rnado”a, in the northsrn coast of °1nar dasl Rlo. The map was saat to ths
n ~ht awaye. Cabaffas informed Brand thait steps had been takzn ‘o producs

the main Cigar Factories in Zavana. . '
t Nardo was Ql’hlj nlaasad with the waj

en saw Nardo for the last tize.
going on in the p*'cwinc- of Pi war del Rio, though he informad Srand ©
in desnair bscause hs had rot sceived the wWesoons that had bd2sen prow
wers made by Brand which -v‘ntna’lj pr orucmd his dsparture from the
courtry. _ :
+ L3, L1, s - T e w3 r )
) YL this time, ths hairpi=ce lookad awfully pads Almost no 5luc wag lat, a
S 5 3% mAl ata e et g . oo Nmon 2 - L . . o
s li?u zoustachss that had besen sent to 3rand had each halr pointinz in.a diffsrs
diraction. : ' :




