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: Review of Selected Items· in the 
Lee Harvey OSWALD File Re-garding Idlega­
tions of CASTRO Cuban Involvement in the 

·John F .. · KENNEDY Assassination 

REFERENCE: Letter-by David W. Belin to 

BACKGROUND 

Mr .. E. Henry Knoche, 15 April 1975, 
paragraph 3 (Regarding Public Statement· 
by CASTRO, etc.), attached 

:Fidel CASTRO appeared at a Brazilian Embassy reception in· 

Havana; even more unusual, CASTRO submitted to an informal 
- . 

interview by the Associated Press correspondent,_ 

-Dani·et HARKER. 

2 .. · HARKER's inter:view reached New York on Sundayr-

8 September, and was in print throughout the co~mtry on 

).\londay I 9 September. The.re can be no question. frcim the 

- ... .. ~. 

-. 

. . -

·facts surrounding the CASTRO appearance, which had not been 

E7Xpacted, and his agreement to the interview 0 t:hat ·this 

event represented a more-than-prdinary attempt ·to get ·a. 

message on t.he record in ·the United States .. 
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3.. CASTRO's statements to HARKER cove;ced a range of 

topics but dealt principally .\'lith Ainerican political 

leadership, in particular President KENNEDY~ whom he ex­

coriated in extraordinarily provocative fashion 

(
11 

...... KENNEDY is a cretin;" " .... the BATISTA of his 
. 

:times ...... the most opportunistic American President of 

.;..,. '1.1 t • II ) . 
a....L . J..me ., o • • 

4.. The interview also contained an uncompl.imen·tary 

reference to Senat<:>r GOLmiATER and Cuban delay in signing 

·the limited nuclear test ban .. There were· differences in 

·· · . ·.the replay by." u · States newspapers like. the · 
. . . . .. . · . . •.- .. : ., . . ·~.: .. :.···~,. . . . . . . . 

·-New ¥ork Times- and Washington t>apeis, ~i-th a ·result that· 
.. ·. 

. . . . . 

CASTRO··~·. ~·me;ss-age" was significantly mod~lated-: 
' ~-. . . . . .. 

·-~>··_.In New. Oi:leans,. whe;re L.ee. Harvey OSWALD resided 

' .. . . 

untJ.l. the middle· of September 1963, th,e HARKER. story 

: .. ~ _appeareci in the principai morning paper, the Times-Picayune, 
. . . . ~ . - . . .. . . -. ~ . . . . . . 

· ... : on !-lori,day,. 9 September, page -7, unsier· ~.three-column head-... - .. - . .. . . . . . . . 

Says U.S. ·Leaders · . 

· .· Impe~ile~. by Aid t:o Rebels.... The . sto:iy followed· under ·the 
-.- .. ... HARKER by-line: 

"Havana (AP) - Prime Minister 

Fidel Castro said Saturday night: 0 UoS~ 
. . . 

leaders would be in danger if r~ey helped 

in any attempt to do away ·Nith leaders of 

.. 
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"Bitterly denouncing what he called 

recent u.s. prompted raids on Cuban terri~ 

tory, Castro said: 'We are prep~red to 

fight them an¢( answer in kind. u.s .. leaders 

should think that if they are aiding terror­

ist·plans to-eliminate Cuban leaders, they 

themselves will not be safe. 8 

.. .. .. Worid affairs ..... seemed to be 

entering a more peaceful climate a few days 

ago, b?-t now this· trend has changed with 

attacks. 

- · "'The U.S •. is ·always ~eady to negotiate 

:-

and make p:r:omises: ·which later. it ~Tlll not hon.or .. . .. - ... 
This ·.has happ~ne.d' to prom~s-es made. during the 

October cr~sis .. ··They have b_een broken as· can 
. 

be seen with new attacks. 

'"But I warn. this is ·leading to a very. 

dangero:us sit~ation· ·.tha:f=: could lead to a worse .. 

crisis than October' s· ~ ~ •· '-."· 
. -

-. 

· 6. The New York Times, in its coverage .on 9 Septel}lb'er,. 

used a UPI wire seryice report which omitted any reference 
. 

to the warning and threat which gave the intervie't-7 its real 

significance. The Washington Post did an abbreviated re:... 

any reference to the main thrust of O .. STRO ~ s rmnarks .. 
........ -

SECP..E•r 

.· 

. . 
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The Evening Star of Washington, D. c., printed the HA!~ER 

s·tory nearly in its entirety in the second section of the 

paper (9 Septembe~ 1963, page B-4} and reworded the content 

of th~ HA~~ER interview, placing the emphasis on the po-

litical aspects - in particular, highlighting the GOLDWATER 

. ·elements andburying CASTRO's warning to the United States 

leadership in the middle·of the pieceo 

7. ·There is no evidence in the files on-the KENNEDY 

assassination that this CASTRO interview was considered ~n 

·following up -leads or in dealings· with the Warren Commission . 

·and its staff although Mexico Station.speci~ically directed 

. Headqu?-rters ~ttention· ·to the AP story very· shortiy af·ter 
.. 

·the Da_l;tas killin~ .. · Mor·e· import~nt, ·the- inter-Vie~ appears_ 

:_to ·:have been· f~gotten. in --th~ ·c~:mtemporary poiitical consid-
. . ·. ·... . . :-;;:. · .. : .·· .... : .. ' . . . - .· 

.• 

-·· eration. of relations with CASTRO's Cuba.. There is no eyidence · 

-in th~ Agency reco~~S.t· eithe~, .that ·the liarren Commission 

staff itself pursued the implication of the CASTRO interview 

There is no 

· · -· .. ev.ide~ce .in the·. file~. that a~yt;hing. along these lines ~v~s 
. -. ~- . . . . 

.; 

stated by any other Cuban leader before-the assassination~ 

·. 8. The purpose of this review, undertaken at Mr. Belin~s 

request., is ·to reconsider Lee Harvey OSWALD's activit:y on the 

assumption that as an avid newspaper reader - which we know 

from testimony of Narina OSWALD and others - he read the 

CASTRO warning and threat as reported above~ 'I'he resu1 t:s 

SJ·~CRE'l' 
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~f the review, admittedly_heavily using the 20 20 quality· 

of hindsight, may be stipulated in summary: 

. ... ~ 

a. There is no ·increment of credible 

evidence, applying this phrase strictly, of 

Soviet and/or Cuban political, intelligence· 

or security service·. involvement in. the as--
. 

. sassination to what was developed and con ..... 

sidered by the.Warren Commission and its· 

staff. ·The.Co~issiori's finding that 
... 

Lee Harvey OSWALD was the killer of 

President KE;NNEDY· and Officer TIPPIT and did· . 

· :_ · tl:;~m in: al~n~ ·and of ·his oWl1 determination .. 
. . ... ~ :. :' 

• • ; ... 'g • • .. 

_: ·. / :.:·.· .~_b':' ... "9::-e.dilile .evidence". :that would 
• • 0 •• • • ; ..... • • • • •• 

. :upset or_s~gnificantly modify thi~ judgement 

·did ·(and does) not:- exist in· Washington •.. But 

such evidence could exist in-Hoscow and/or . . .. ~ . . . . -. . .. •. 

D 6' o ' O• 

quality~ desig~ed.td cover up any admissions 

of knowledge of, or c·onnection with, OSWALD . 

which might be related directly or indirectly 

· with ·the. assassination. Therefore, the belief 

that there was Soviet and/or Cuban (KGB and/or· 

. ,. DGI) connection ~·1ith OSWALD "tv-ill persist: and 

5 

SECRET 

.... · .. 

. . . 
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grow until there has been a full disclosure 

by these governments of all elements of 

OSWALD's handling and_stay in the Soviet Union 
.. 

and his contacts in r.1exicc City~ The 

t'larren Commission report should have left:. a 

wider "l...rindow" for this contingency.. That, 

indeed, was the opinion at the working level, 

particularly in the counterintelligence com-

ponent in the CIA in 1964. As was in~icated 

by Mr_. Helms in his testimony· befm:::e the 

Warren Commission, CIA would continue to 

·regard this aspect-of the OSWALD case as 

t oll • 1 s .. ~ . open •. 

· . ·c. In the absence. of additional or. new 
. . . ~. •· .. . - . 

elements C}f "credible" evidence, there. are 

"nuances" in the record ·that emerge as note-

worthy, in the light of other-conclusion?-

These are rev.iewed and summarized below, item-

. : 

d~ CASTRO's wa~ning and threat of 

7 September 1963 - if OSt"lALD did indeed read 

John F. 
ss1.on on the 

(Washington, 1964} , 
·hereafter cited as H;:;!arings, Vol. V~, pp .. 120 - 12~p See - :_-.-
especially p. 124 - "Hr .. Helms: "Yes.·., I v10uld assume .. 
the case could n~ver be closed.'" ~- · 

5 

SECHE'I' 
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. it in New .Orleans - must be considered of 

. • . 

great significance in th~ light of the 

pathological ~Volution of OSWALD's passive/ 

aggressive makeup after his attempt to kill 

General v?ALKER early in April 1963 and his 

identifica·tion with Fidel CASTRO and t.he 

.Cuban revolution which is directly trace­

able as far back as his Marine Corps 

service in El Taro, California. CASTRO's ... 
warning and threat; given to AP corres-

.. p:Otrdent HARKER/· irresp_ecti ve: of \'1hether 

-'. ··the"re \~as. any f~rmal· man d. ate~ or even . 
• ..,a • : ' •, • o ~ ~ • 0 o .: .. • ' • ., • ' o o 

·; s~·c~rlty.. service ·conta~t :with 0~\'1ALD . 
g ... ; •• : .. ~ ... ;· .... _ : .... ~.. ._· -.· ••• • ... _ ... •• • :- -~ •• ·" .·_ •• :. 

: by.: ·t~e .. c~attts. ()r the Russians._ -- was an act 

:of· _singular irresponsibility and under no 

··circumstances v1as ·excusable as ·retorsion 
., ... . ... 

. : . for. what .the. Cuban·· emigres . were doing ·during 

: 
.. --~ ~ 

~ . * ••• • •• . : ~ • • .. _ -

-.· .:"'. : . . -:. .·. 

.~-~--:. ' . 

... ·.- .. · ....... .. 
. : .. ~- .: 

: ·- .. .......... ·· 

CUBAN CONTACT t·liTH. LEE HARVEY OSWALp,.. SANTA ANA,· CALIFORNIA" 
. E;ARLY. 1959 (?) 

~. ., 

9. The ·testimony of Nelson DELGADO contains an asser·tion 

of germinal sign;ificance to-any revie'N' of the background of 

Lee Harvey OStvALD' s feeling toward and relations wi·th 

CASTRO's Cuba. DELGADO was probably the closest peer group 
•· ·-··.- ·- ... .. 

SBC.RE'.t' 
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member to OSWALD during his specialist training period 

at El Toro Harine Corps Base.December 1958 - September 1959. 

The ~·Tarren Commission Report takes nt?te of this: 

"OSWALD :told DELGADO that ~e was in 

touch with Cuban diplomatic officials in 

·this country; which DELGADO at first took 

to. be 'one of his lies, but later 

believed. 1 "2 

10. Actually DELGADO's testimony says a lot more of 
.. 

·poss~ble OEerational significance than is· reflected by the 

.language of the .report,. a~d its implications do not appear 

<to.~·have ·been !un. dqwn or· dev.eloped l?Y investigation .. 
. .. 

_Thus; 
. 

t..ll~ r~~q:td of. ·.b'le. beginning. of· 0SY1ALD' s relationship w.i tlt . 
. ~ ........ ; .. . . ~ . · ... : .... ~ .·. . . ." .· ... 

the ·cuba~s. sta"tt:ii with· a· question. mark .. ·· 
. . 

11 .. ·, · The period was one of transition ·in U .. S~ - Cuban 

:.r~1ations after CASTRO's takeover. OSWALD,. and DELGADo,·at 

· ... the .outset; were CASTRO supporters, OSWALD b~~n.g particu-
.·. . · < .. iarly ·keen about how to get to the islan·d.. DELGAJ:?O test:i.~-

·f .. · a· · · · · . J.;e :. . .•. :. ~: ..... :~~ ... · ... 

2 

. .. 

·" · I d:f..dn' t "know what to .tell him,. . so : 

:r told him the best thing that I know \vas to 

Report to the President's Commission on the Assassination 
of President John F. KENNEDY (Washington, 1964), hereafter 
cited as -~--=port, p. 687. 

.. ·.· . .. 8 

s ·o c )} ·~ j,.~ ,. ;C., -·A 

jl 
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get in touch '!1vith a Cuban Embassy, you .knOt,ol. 

But at that time that I·told him this- we 

were on friendly terms \'17ith Cuba, you knm-1, 

so this wasn't no subversion or malintent, 

you know. I didn't know what to answer him~ 

I told him to see them. 

"After a while·lie told me he was~ in 

contact with them 

" ... o I seen this envelope in ·his foot-

locker, wall-locker, and i~ was addressed to 

~im, and they had an official s~al on it, and 
. 

as far as I could recollect that was mail from 
... 

-~os- Angeles·t and he was telling me there was 
.. 

a Cub" an Col),S ul.· 
. "' And just after he started· 

.::. 
receiving these letters- you see, he.would 

. . 

never go out,·but stay near the ~ost all the 

time 

. 0. 0 he·had"one visitor-after he started 
... 

receiving le:tters he had one visitor.· It was· · 

·a man, because I got the call from the NP 

guard shack, and they gave me a call that 

OSWALD had a visitor at the front gate. This 

man had to be a civilian, otherWise ·they would 

have let him in.. So I had to find somebody to 

relieve OSWALD, who '!.·las on guard,. ·to go down 

·-.! 
! ~- ... 

.: .. ~ -

·-- ~- .... ~ 

-· 

'~-· --·•',w•--"! ' - f 
.; .... -~r;. .-~- .. -.~~-. ·-.;.. --·:-- -~ .. ~---'" 

9 
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there to visit with _this fellow, and they spent 

about an hour ~nd a half, two hours, talking, 

I guess, and he came back. I don't know who the 

man was or \.;hat they talked abo.ut, . but he looked 

nonchalant about the whole ·thing \·7hen he came 

back. He never mentioned who he was, nothing~ 

"Mr. LIEBELER: How long did he talk to 

him, do. you remember? 

"Mr. DELGADO: About an· hour and halfT 

two hours 
. : 
... '.:· ·. ·"1-ir .. LIEBELER: ··You never aske"d OSlilALD 

.· .. 
:. Wh~: .thi~ fello~ was .. that··-~e ··talk~·(l·:.to? 

·-. .. . . ~ . 
. . · ·. . ·. ~·1-tr. .. .. QELGADO : No .. No .... : . 

! ~ p • • • 

' e • ~ • • 

· ·. ·: · : · . ·"·" Nr.. ~IEBELER :- Did yo~ ~on~~~_t. this vi~-i t 
. . . 

·that ost-vALD had at·that ·time -v.Jith the Cuban 

Consulate? 
.. ·.; ... ...... ·-

·.· 

.· · . ·.·~ Mr ~ DELGADO ~. ·:r· d{~-; _-bec·a~~-~- ·: I :tho~gh t it · 
• .• • • ~ • -~~ • • •• • : • • e • • e • • • o e Z •,. :..· • •• • ,., ' ' '.,. • • .- • • .., • ' 

funny ·for him to be re·cei ving . a .calle~ at such,· a . 

. . iat~: ;~a t:e· ~ ti~e ~ : · Al:~o ," . u~=~ ~~: -~~i{~·, ~i~e-. ~-~: ~. _: . . . · · 
. ~ . .. . . . . . 

. ... . . .. 
hardly e~er rec;:eived ·mail; in fac_t···he seldom 
. ·. . 
received mail from ho"me because I made it a 

policy, I used to pick. up the mail for our unit: 
.. 

and distribute it to the guys in there,. and very 

seldom di.d I ever see one ·for him. But every so 

· ........ ,."':" 

Jo 

· .... 
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these Cuban-people, he started getting letter 
·, 

pamphlets and newsp~per~ ..... 

h ~·· and he also started receiving letters, 

you know, and no books, maybe pamphlets, you 

know, little-like church, things we get from 

ch~ch, you know, but it wasn .. t a churcho. 

ul-1r. LIEBELER: Were they wri·tt.en in 

Spanish, any of them,_ do you know? 

nMr. DELGADO ::: Not that I can .:x:ecall, 

no .. 

nMr~ LIEBELER: Did ypu have any reason 

to believe that"these things came to OSWALD 

from the Cuban Consulate? . · ... ~· . 

.. ;.* 

. "r-tr. ·DELGADO-·: . Well," I took it for granted · · 
. ~ ~ .. · .. 

that they did after I seen the envelope, you 

know ..... someth~g like a Mexican eagle, with·a. 
• a • • ' <0 • 

big, impressive sea~, you· know.- They had dif-

·ferent colors ·on·i-t~ red and· white; ·almost. ·. 

recall the -seal.. I _j.ust -knew "it was in Lat"in, 
. 

United, something like that. _I couldn~t under-

stand. It was Latin. 

tt~1r. LIEBELER: You don't know· for sure 

whether it was from the Cuban Consulate? 

·. • .. ~--~"-----~--~ .-·--····· 
-..,......:--·..:·~---~ .... --·· ........... ··-·· -. 11 :... 

• ·-•••.•• 4"•. . ;-_ 

SECH.ET 

. -· 

. .. 
·. 

. ':' .. 
..... --.--~~-.- .... ~ 

.•. 
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"Mr. DELGADO : No. But he had told me 

prior, just before I found that envelope in his 

wall locker, that he was receiving mail from 

them, and one tirrie he offered to show .i.t. to me, 

but I \vasn' t much interested because at the 

tlme we had work to do, and I never did ask. 

to see that paper again, you know. 

"Mr. LIEBELER: Did he tell you what his 

c<;>rrespondence with the Cuban Consulate '>·Ins. 

about'? · . 

. "1-l.r!" DELGADO- : No, he didn't .. 

, . "Mr .. · LIEBELER: · nid he ever inP,icate to you 
- -

that.it had to do with the.conv.:ersations that 
.. -. -. 

. - : ... ~ .. 
you·. ~ad_ aboot going over .to" ·c~b~? 

- - .. -

·. .. 
''Mr .... DELGADO : No. · The . only_ thing he 

. tolci me· was' ·that right after he_ had this con-
-· ·. 

versation 't'l7ith the· Cu:Oan people was tha.-t he was· · . . ~ . . . .. . . .. . -. . . 
'go.irig . to:.:.. once he got . out of the . serVice :._ he . · .. 

·. 
·,_:·-was .. going to swit!!;erland 

.. "' : .· ·. . .. . ·· ..... · ... 
• .. ·-· • ~ '&. .. 

... . . .. ., - .. 
-

li .. _ OSWALD's ·applic_ation :to Alber:t ·schweitzer _college.,. 

·Chunqalden, Switzerland, was dated 19 March 1959, and he 

was presumably-to report there on 20 April 1960. Destined 

for discharge from the Marines on 7 December 1959, OSWALO 

3 
~Iearin9s, V0lume VIII, pp~ 241 - .. 

" .. 
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accelerated 2-:.is exit on grounds of family hardship in early 

September 1959. On 27 September 1969 he "t.;as issued a 

u.s. passport valid for travel among other places to 

Cuba and the USSR. ·He entered the-Soviet Union from 

Finland on 15 October 1959 • 

. 13 .. - DELGADO's testimony has the cast of credibility ... 

·Granting that, it is of basic importance .to focus attention 

on the male visitor who contacted OSWALD at. El 'l'oro Camp 

and ·talked with him for between o~e and a half to two hours .. 

The event l-Tas unique in. DELGADO's recollections, and a~·tually 
,. 

th~re is no~thing like it_ - on the record - in everything al.se 
. ·. 

··_~e .. know about OSWALD's act·ivity in the _United States before . 
-

or after his return to the United States. The record reflects 

tio~:_.i~-- t~at hi~-~·as.-.fro~ th~ 'cuban Consulate in· Los ·Ang~le; .. 
:""' . . . .. 

Assuming that_, .the qu~stions are:: Who· was it,· and. was 

· -~ ··· _.. · ··t:here :r~porting fr~m Los Angeles· to Wash.ington and Havana · 

·tha~ could~ in effect, re'presem·t-:tne op-ening ·of ·a Cub.;_n 
.· ... ·.. . : . _. .... '4. - . . . ··. . . . . . . 
'file. on OSWALD:? · .·- ·.·. - . . ...... -~ . .. .'" · ...... . · ... · ..~- _ . 

.... ·.:···.-:. .... .. 

. . . 
-

-·. · "PREDICT=!=ON'9 OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S DEMISE BY COMNUNIST 
·PARTY CELL LEADER·MORSE BENITEZ ZABOLA, 1962 

14.. Guatemala Station forwarded to Headquarters on 

9 January 1964 a· duplicate copy of a ~aw report by a 

4 

·. 

. ...... ·· 

U.S .. /Cuban diplomatic and consular relations -v1ere. severed 
on 3 January 1961. . _. 

13 
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penetrat.ion dated 5 January 1962 describing events at the 

·yearly Communist Party cell meeting. The cell leader, 
. 

. Morse BENITEZ Zabala, said that the Commlli1ist·Party in 

Guatamala should ··form _a single new party; "l'le need not 

.. preoccupy ourselves ·over the pol.itics _of President KENNEDY 

because we know, according to J?rO~~OStications,. that he 

will die within the-pres~nt year,-1962." 

15 .. ." This report ·apparently had. been discounted when 
.. 

it was received and was not forwarded until the Sta·tion 

re-reviewed all of its material after the assa:ssi!1ation. · 

.The file reflects no follow-:-up or formal dissemination .. . 
of the x-eport. . . 

ENIGMATIC THREATS BY CUBA:tl THIRD SEC~TARY IN THE HAUGE,. 
7 NOVEMBER -19 6.3 . . . "' . 

'( . . . ,;· 

.. -
.1.6 .... ·A sensitiv_~... ____ __Jsource, reporting __ after th~· 

KENNEDY assassinat-ion,· ·indic-ated that at the Soviet reqeption .. . . . . .... . 

on 7 November 1963, the- Cuban Third Secretary, ... . . . 

. Rica:;-do L. SANTOS ·Pesa,· discussed the recent refugee· r~ids · · · 
0 .. • ' • .~ ·.. 0 • 

.. • ~ 0 0 • • 

on "Cuba and thei_r im.p;tic~tion·s ·with a hostLcountrY.:diplomat.,. · 
• .. ~ 0 .. • ·-

conciuding w.ith the admonit;:.ion: " ••• just ~ait -and you 

wil.1 see what we can do. It wi.ll happen soon .. " Asked. to · 

be_more ·specific what would happen soon, SANTOS replied: 

='Just ·wait, just \vait .. •i. 

17. These data 't'lere passed to ·the Warren Commission 

by memorandum, 31 f1arch 1964~ SA.l\!TOS \·las reported to have 

14 

·sECRE'l' 
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a history of medical instability and was· sum.'1larily recalled 

from The Hague reportedly for reasons related to that fact 

in April 1966. 

INTE.RCEPTED CONVERSATION OF CUBAN EHBASSY ENPLOYEE,. 
LUISA CALDERON 1 AFTERNOON OF 22 NOVEl-1BER 1963 

·• 

18: At 1730 Mexico City time,. about five hours af·ter the 

KENN~DY assassination, a Cuban Embasay employee named 

"Luisa" received a telephone call in Spanish from an uniden-

tified :male outside.· 

19. The caller asked her if she had heard·the latest 

:t:J.e\':7~ .. ·."Luis~" jok:tngly replied: '~Yesu of course,. Iknew 

-it:.almo~t before KENNEDY •· ... Imagine, o!le, ·two, three and 

now; that _ _-makes three [she laughs],_ '1 .. 1hat barbari~ns! ..... " 

. . . 20.;: ... -~oth sp'kaker.s ~greed .on" .the seriousness . 'of the 

assassina·tian~ ~'Luisa" also stated that the Pc:trty at 

. _Silvia ritn~&~'s had been called off so it wo~ld ·nat; appear 
. . . 

:that:; t~ey _were celebrating the d~ath·af KENNEDY,..nor would 

· _· th~y · h.av~ . the. party coincide wit~ the burial. . Finally she 
-· 

"<:_;s~id ·-she. planned to ·move ·that· night into the -hous~ of a 
<0 .. .: .... 0 0 .. 0 • • 0 .. o • 0 0 • • • D 0 • • & ., o 00 .. .. ... ~ 

· doctor ·ta wcim~n) ·friend.-
..... ' 

·21. Latin hyperbole? Boastful ex post facto suggestion 

·of foreknowledge? This is-the only item in the intercept 

coverage of the Cubans and Sovie·ts after t:he assassination 

that contains the suggestion of foreknowledge or expectation • 

: . - ... ... ~ . _f. 



14-00000 

. .. " . • 

.. 

.,_..· 

:· .. ' :: ~. ' 

SECRET 

22. The tenuous, enignmatic character of the conversation 

is sharply highlighted by th~ following facts: . 
.. 

.. a. "Luisa" \vas probably identical with 

Luisa CALDERON, a cadre worker of the Cuban 

Directorate General of Intelligence {DGI). 

She returned to Cuba in 1964 and was reported 

to be working in DGI.Headquarterso 

b. The DGI element in Mexico City in the 

fall of 1963 was headed by Alfredo MIRABEL· Diaz . 

. who had arrived: on ·2 ·septe~er· 1963, formally 

.as the replacement of the Consu+ Eusebio AZCUE 

(departed 19 November 1963) ·• The d~puty DGI 

chief (and as of June-1964~ :t-HRABEL's successor) 
~ ~. 

:-1:. .. 
was Manuel Engenio·VEGA·Perez. _ ......... 

c.. The ''Silvia .DURAN" named in Luisa" s 

conversation was the .recepti~::mist:,. a Mexican . 
. . 

national, who dealt wi,th OSWALD during ·his known 

yisits on 27 and 28 September to the Cuban 

installati~~~ in. conn~ct~on _·,.,ith ~ ·c~an visa 

. applicat~on for stay a~d/or transit~ 

Silvia DURAN is the sole live witness on the 

record regarding OSWALD's activity in 

Hexico City. Her tes·timony, however p in its 

entirety \V'as taken and presented, solely,. by the 

N:e::·dct:~n Governmental authorities. A direct 

1o 

SE.CRE'I' 

•· 



14-0000~ ... 
'. 

....... 

-~· 

.: ... ___ .p_ 

·.I ( 
& .• ~ 

.-

~ 

..... 

SECRET 

confrontation with her was requested by the 
. . 

·warren Commission staff·but rejected by the 

Nexican authorities. It. is from Silvia DUR£\l~'s 

statem~nts that it was learned that OSWP-.LD 

became engaged in a personal altercation on 

27 September with Eusebio AZCUE. 

d.. Manuel Engenio VEGA Perez, 

alias Marcos, andhis DGI assistant., 

. Rogelis RODRIGUEZ Lope;z, were- positively· 

identified in February 1964 by bvo in~e:pendent· 

sources as engaged in the active development . ·. 
. . . 

··.: and facilitation of tb,e tr:aining of Nicaraguan . .. .. . .~. . . . . 

agents for the.purpose. of 'assassinating . . . 

· G~n~ralArlnstasio SOMOZA ... VEGA, .it _is. estab-
a ..... • .~~ •• •••••••• • .. • r ;·. • .• 

.. 1:--ished~ was on. post in r.texico·. City during 

OSWALD 1 s s~ay ·there 27 Septe~~~r ~ 2 October 

·1963. He ·lef_t .He:K:ico ·cit.y on 3 ~overnb_er 1963 . . . 

· · :· -. ·:·. VE~.· that ·all. ina:ividuais _going· .tq. ·cuba,. leg~l.ly·· · 
• 

0 0 
e • 

0 
.• a • ,. o e 

0 
• ' , • •, • • " • • .~ .: • : : , • 

0 
" • " ., ' 

5 

. ~r.-ilieg.ally; ··had to pass through him first. ·He 

.took the· biographical ·data and .s~rit .it to Cub~ 

for name checking, a procedure which norma~l.y 

took fifteen days.s 

For example, VEGA would have handled the details of the 
>.:._-~::visa action and facilitation of the· trip to Cuba via 

H'::xico Ci. t·f from 28 Decernbar 1962 - 2:-t ;Jarmary l9fi3 ·th<J.t 

17 

s ·"':' - .. ~.":'< ~ '·~· 
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23. There is no evidence in the OSWALD case file that 
. . 

Silvia DURAN was subjected b? a systematic eli.citative 

interrogation that would have related her dealings \-lith 

OSWALD, known or confirmed by intercept, with the data held-

on the Cuban DGI, its person ali ties and metho~s r in_ · 
. 

Nexico City. Was it normal for a case like OSWALD's, 

considering the fuss he allegedly inade with AZCUE, for the 

applications-to be handled solely by a local employee and 

a lame duck like AZCUE whose slo·t had been ·takem by the 

DGI chief?- _Whatever the answer to. these questions, they 
. . 

·were not asked·at ~~~time. And there"remains the more 

"fundamental question: acc~pting the DU~~ sto~ on its 

face, could it have li~ppened_ ·:Wft-thout the knowle4ge an~ 

p"a~ticip~tio!l ~f th~ ·tiGI. -~e~so~-~el .above cited?~ _This 

seems unlikely especially_ because VEGA is later ci·ted by 

·a Cuban DGI defector ·as ·having. sta"ted. ·he ,.,as Cl;ware OSWALD 

made several visits to ~h~_Cuban Consulate.· It ~s clear 

CASTRO's ove~seas: ir:t_e;tligence :-~.d sec;:urity· service .· COllld 

·. 

•• 0 - - ~- • • .: • • . •. . . . . : .. :· .. . . . .. . : 

was taken by Vincent Theodore LEE, the orga~izer of the 
·Fair Play Committee for Cuba, with which o·swALD established 

. relations from Dallas during the period 19 April -
2 November 1963. There is an overlap between LEE's and 
VEGA's travels to Havana during that_ period: VEGA 
departed He:x:ico City on 6 January for Havana and re·turn-ed 
on 13 February 1963. · 

.. •::'" -...... 
...,. .. --~-- . --

. - . .. -·:;: . .-.;....-: ... ~"':' ..... ,._. " - . .... " . 
·-r ... · .. -~~ ;': . 

. . ".• 
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statements. Coming back ·t.o the beginning: "Luisa'' 

·Luisa CALDERON - as a member. of ·l:.he DGI unit in Hexico City. 

could very well have known something that \·;auld make \-lhat 

she said to her. unidentified caller less a mat·ter of 
.·.·. 

boastful self-indulgence than \•Tas assumed at the time .. 

SILVIA DURAN, SUBSTANT~AL AMPLIFICATION OF .~MISSION OF 
ALLEGED PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD, 1967 

24. · The defects viewed in hindsight of the Silvia DUP..AN 

testimony already have been sugges~ed above~ (In ·1:hat. 

.. context of cr·iticism it would also be relevan-t to reconsider 
. . . 

- t:lie :implications of the two intercepted telephone conve~sations 
. . 

on 26 November 1963 between the Cuban P_resident, DORTICOS, 

and his· Ambassador to ~lexica, Joaqu.im Hernandez AR..li1AS,. 

.because' fhe thfust of the conve~s~~on deait with the ques-
... 

· tion l~Thether Silvia DURAN had been asked about [or been. 

·offered?] :money pa:Yments by 'her Nexi<:=an · in·terrogators .. ) 

25:.-. · As of September 1964 Silvia DURAN gave up her · 

... Cuban Embassy_ job· .. · ~n. ·the{ spring ~f 1967 Silvia DURAN 
. ~ . -

_ was reported by a reliable and. sensitive source to have· 

cut all relations wi·th Cubans. Her accbunt,.- in l967, of 

how she had been taken into custody and had been interrog-ated 
. . 

af·ter the assassination repeated what '\'las already known: 

She c;~.dded, under circumstances that did not permit Jche 

-source to challenge or elicit corroborative detail.·, that 

: ~·.: 

s E c~ rt 1:: J.' 

. - . ~---· 
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she had gone out with OSWALD duri!lg his stay in· Hexico Ci·ty 

and claimed she had sexual rela·tions with him • 

. ·· 

ALLEGATIONS OF CONSPIRATORIAL CONTACT BE~'IEE~~ · OS~"lALD AND 
CUBAN GOVERt~.MENT AGENTS ~·TITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 

. ALLEGATIONS OF (A) ELENA GARRO DE PRAZ AND 
(B) OSCAR CONTRER."l\.S 

.~: · 26.. As the Warren Commission reported, "Literally 

dozens of allegations of a conspiratorial contact between 

OSWALD and agents of the Cuban Gover~~ent have been 

in~estigated •• ~" 6 · Among these cases, which consumed 

hundred-s . of CIA man-hours in Headquarters and ·abroad -
. . . ... 

. ·~nd · similarly the FBI in the United Stc:.tes - was the 
., • 8 ·--~ ... • ... ... 

. - 1t • ., . 

··. N~car~gu~n \.,alkin in l-iexico City;. 26 November-1963, 
·. 

Gilberto.ALV'ARADO Ugarte • 
... G. '\:t .. ' .. ... ·- p~·- .... - .. ~· ... :·_ ~ : ~ .· ·.. :. . .. . . . . : 

. · -. - . 27. · The ALVARADO case is taken up in detail by the 
"' 

~~rren'tarrunis~ion under the cryptograph "n .. " 7 .ALVARADO .. . o-=-'·. . . . .· . . -.· . . .. ·- ·. 
· · cfaimed tha·t he had seen: an Artleric~, whom he identified 

.. as OSWALD,;.·receive money ·s.ome. ti~e ~in ~l.d-S?ptember 

-·'_ .. ~:-~ :mee~in~ ·j_p a· ~ati;, oi the. Cub~ __ consulate in· 
g ~~-. -~=-· ·.::.. . . .. : .. _ · ... ··. . . .. .. ·- .: .... 

6 ·. . -

~963 
·. 

..... -~-~-e-.Report,· p •. 305 .ff •. Some of the" others were the cases . 
·-of Ylario ROJAS Villenueve in Cozumel and Guadaloi1pe, . 
·.the· allegations of Enrique_ Ruedolo GONGORA in Ne\v York City,. 
the claims of. Robert Edward GALLANT, Santa Clara Prison 
.Farm, ~alifornia, and the allegations of Ray DOBKIN's. 

7 
See ·Report, pp. 307 308. 

••• - ~.- Q ~.... ~--. • •• ·~~- ·: ·.; ... _ •• • '-- •,.:, • • o ..,, : • Y." ·• 20 
.. .. ;: ..... 
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Mexico city~ ALVARADO's story was ultimately broken by the 

use of the polygraph, on which ALVARADO shm.;ed evidences of 
-

deception, and by ?ringing ALVARADO's former Nicaraguan 

security service control into the case. 

28. The ALVARADO story is a particularly acute repre-

sentation of the difficulties that beset the evaluation of 

observed evidence: certain elements of the story persist 

despite the impeachment of its major premises- ALVARA_DOi 

-~'V'hose . account did not become public until the relea.se of 

the Warren Report in October 1964, talked consistently of .. 

the .presence in the Cuban Consulate·transaction of a Negro 

with red-dyed hair.·. . .. .. 

-' - 29o Elena GARRO de Paz is a rnecuria~, articulate and 

·social·ly. promip~nt Nexican writer I married, but ·separated.~ 
. . . "'· .· . . . . . . . . 

. from a high-ranking Mexican foreign service official. Sh~ 

'· is also the cousin of Hora~io DURAN, the· husband. of . 

Silvla DURA.'+, . cited abov~. There is a. strong ·per~ona_i .. 

antipc;lthy between ·the· two women descending from ... 
. . . 

Elen~ .GARRO's t~enchant anti--communism. 
..... •, .· .... · -.-

. 30.. . From October 1964. until his retirement in ·the fall 

.• 

• < 

of 1969, a U.S. Embassy officer, Gharles TH9MAsr persistently 
. . . . 

.kept up_a stream.of reports and·memoranda·reflecting GARROts 
. . 

account of \.,rhat had actually gone on bet~;veen OSNALD r the 

Cubans and in particular Silvia DUR&~ in September 1963~ 

including CJ. repeated reference to a N~gro Hith j:-ed--dycd · ha:i.r. 

21 
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31. The first reference to the GARRO story was noted in 

a Mexico Station r.1emorandum of Record dated .12 October 19 64:: 

nElena GARRO [said] that she and her 

da~ghter were _invited to a party at the Cuban 

Embassy during the period she now finds out 

that OS~-lALD was here in Mexico prior to the 

assassination. She was invited by a Mexican 

secretary in the Cuban Embassy whose husband 

·is a cousin of the GARRO family [Horacia DURAt~J. 

At th~ party she saw three Gringos, not 

~rinking, not mixing and more or less ·just 

standing around together like.three bumps on a 

log. They were so obviously_~ut of place that 

~he . asked someone. in the CUban Embassy about .. 

them and w~ told that =they were just pa~sLng 

through. ' She claims that on the way these 

three Gringos-stood out she took a good· look 

at them as did her dau~hter. When the . 
. • -.. ... .. ~ ~·- ~..,. .. 

·· ·assassinat:l.on occurred· ~d ·.OSWALD's picture was 

· sp:~:~ad into the newspap~rs, both. Elena ~nd · 

her daughter immediately said that he was one 

of the three Gringos 'without a doubt 8 at the 

party_" 

32~ GARRO repeated her story to Mr. Charles William 

.THOMAS, an Embassy political·officer on 10 December 1965:: 

22 

SEC:rt:ET 
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In September 1963 after her return from abroadt she went 

to a party, accompanied by h~r daughter, at the home of 

Ruben DURAN [emphasis added]. Ruben is one of the -n .... o 

brothers of .Horacia DURAN, who married her cousin.. She 

met OS~'1ALD and two other young Americans.. At the party 

she was discouraged from talking with him~ Other guests 

\'iere the Cuban Consul AZCUE, General Clark FLORES,. 

Silvia DURAN, t-Tho ~he later learned '\'las- OSW?.LD 1 s mistress 

while_he was he~e, Emilio CARBALLIDO and.a.Latin American 

.Negro man with red hair [emphasis added].· In Novernber.l963 
.• 

when .the ,identity of the·assassin became known, she and .. . .. ... •. '. 

her.dau~hter went to the·Cuban·Ezn?assy.?md shouted 
. . . :_·· .. - . . . . .... _: . . ·: . .-··. 8 

"assassins·" and other insults at the. staff there. Shortly 
. -.- ~ 

afte~~:r;~; she and her .dai;z.ght:er· \~~re··vi~ited by a friend, 

-.:. l·lanu:el CARVILLO [or CALVILLO], then an. o~f:i.cial in the 

: .~ecretar.i.at. of the _Gobernacion and ~ere tol<:I. he had o.rde:rs 

· . to escort them t~ · a. small ~nd obscure·· hotel. in the center .. · 

· ~f:town •.. They wer~· kept there for.eight·days under· pretext· 

: ·._th~t ~they: were· i~ dan~er .. ~:. When~she·:·t~id.: ·cARVILLO she. wan~ed 
" • • ,.. ~ •.: ,• 00 • 8 ,.. 0 , • • , , • , a • • • , •, .: 

0 
• a o ~ .. ,. ' 

to go.· ·to _the· A.~erican Emba~sy and expl.al.:n what she Jr..new of 
• .. • • .. • . • • • • ~ 11' 

-OSY.7ALD, she was told that· the American Embassy t'las full of 

·communist spies. 

33.. On 25 December 1965 and ~ jan~ary 1966 in further 

:interviews with THOMAS, GARRO and her daugh·ter elaborated and 

,.,----­
"-' 

-------------------------------
·:r£1 ;~s c part i(: tll ~·trs were~ n':J t <:;on .f j_ nne.\:! b}.7 ~~ .. l1t_._{ t~}lf~~·!zJ.~~-~rl t. oJJ :;;~ .. :l~ .. "l~r.s 
at ·the time. 

~.~-.£.'..:;._ 

"{ 



14-00000 .. r. ;-. . ·.' ( . . 
---~ ( ... ~ . 

SECRET ...... ·-

in ce~tain particulars significantly modified her earlier 

account. She also acknowledged tha·t she and her daughter 
. 

had been intervie"l.ved by Embassy officers to whom she claimed 

they did not give a very complete story because the 

Embassy officers did not appear to give much credence to 

anything they said. 

34._ It developed that GARRO and daughter had been 

interviewed by the Legal Attache on 17 and 24 November 1964,_ 

Her information had been similar to "t>rhat she claimed in ·her 

account to THOMAS but had not been substantiated by inqt1iries. 

The ·FBI representative therefore considered the matter closed 

_and· reaffirmed his ·disengagement from the matter to. the CIA · · 

·-Chief of ·station on. -27. December 1964 and to the Ampassador 
.. 

·o~. 2? ·February. ~965. ··:· · ... · · >·. 
.. • ... . . ~ 

.. . . 

. 35. The Embassy Political O.f~ficer, howeve:c, ·persisted_ in· 
·. 

·his interviews and repor~ing. In a memorandum of-conversation~ 

13 July 1966, GARRO identified the place· .to which she_ had beeri . 

taken by CALVILLO as . th.~ Hotel Vermont. · (This· detai~ checked 
.. 

. out a~firmatively. -·~l!RRO was :at.·the Hotel23 - 24~ "25- :- .27 
..... · .. . : . 

. . ·. 

"".:--··· 

-and 28 ....: 30 November 1963 .• ) In an·other,. on 7 February 1967, 

. GARRO's con·tinuing vicissitudes with· the Cubans are set out~ 

. And finally, upon TH0~1AS' s retirement from U.S.. Govermnen·t 

service, the Department of State, at his. request·,· 

28 August 1969, disseminated to CIA ·andFBI a compilation of 

his reporting of the Elena GARRO intervievFS. 

S:E:CRE~l' 
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36. There the matter rests. GARRO's chronology of the 

events she described as having occurred in ·the l•lexican capital 

in September 1963 never coincided vdth the confirmed data 
.-

of OSWALD' s presence there. Her story 11 hmv-ever,. · ·had two 

points congruant with allegations by- others :cegardinH 

OSWALD:: 

a.. ALVARADO's all.egations regarding the 

Negro 't-li·th the red-dyed hair [this detail could., 

however, have been gleaned from the 

Warren Commission's publis~~d account of the 

"D" case] and 

.b. Silvia DURAN's later claim of 

intimate personal cont-acts with OSWALD .. 

37.. Begi~ni~g in !-larch cmd arnp~ified in M~y J.967 r- the 
~ .. . ·.· .. . . . 

Ame~ican- Consul, Benj arnin · J .- RUYLE, - in Tampico -deveioped· a 

contact w·ith a local Mexica~ ·jour:nali~t,. .· ... 

Oscar.CONTRERAS Lartigue, who claimed to have encountered 

O?.W~D with other pro-CASTR9 students ·at the 
-- - ·'-

University of l-1exico campus in September 1963. 

_: · 38;. In ,June 1969 CONTRERAS ;.v-as interviewed by .a CIA 

officer:: 

-l:Ie studied law at the University of Mexico 

for three years, approximately 1960 - 1964.. He 

belonged to a clandestine pro-CASTRO revolution~ry 

_ group at the University.. Regarding t.he OSWJ.l..LD 

'} c: 
•.• ::J -

. . 
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case·he was extremely cautious and although he 

was not able or willin·g to _give dates and 

names, be sai~ OSWALD visited the University 

of. ~1exico campus ·shortly after the Cuban 

Embassy refused him aVisa to visit Cuba. 

OSWAL~ made inquiries ~egarding pro-Cuban 

.~evolutionary groups at ·the University and 

was directed to CONTRERAS and his friend. 

O~WALD met c;oNTRER"i\.S and four.· other persons 

as-they came out of a round-table discussion 

he~d in ~he fc;1culty of Philosophy.. OSWALD 

· told the. group. it 't'Tas urgent that ~e_ ~isit 
. · . 
CUba.and·the.Cuban Em.ba~sy_had denied-him a . .. . ~ -·- . · -v;i~~ ~-- ~e ~queste4 aid from CONTRERAS' group_ .. 

• D '• 0 0 8 • 

"CONTRERAS a~d others mistrusted OSWALD because 
• 0 " • • ~ 0 

they· felt. he w~s a CIA provocati~~. The group 

· al_~owe:d OSWALD to acq~mpany them ·the rest of the . 
. . 

·day/ that· night.· and part of the next day. . OSWALD - . 

. -~~--~-.,·,·was. ~e;cy_ introverted and app~ar:ea ··to . b~- · ~,l~gh;t_ly 
. .. ·:~~ ..... . . . ... · . . ... ·. · .. ·.· ... 

· :cr~zy. ·oSWALD m"ade .no mention of -an assassination.-

plot but kept bringing up the point he had to 

travel to_~uba immediately. 

_ . 

39o At this point, with.FBI knowledge, the matter was 

turned over to the l1exican authori-ties who determined t:hat 

.CONTRERAS was indeed at ·the University of Mexico but only 
, .. ·'·• . 

f? E (~ R E 'I' 
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for the years 1959 - 1960 and that he had been publicly 

associated in protest activity for the Student Revolutionary 

Bloc (BER) in_January 196lo However, the group ceased 

functiorting as such in the middle of 1962, and 

Oscar CONTRERAS was never one of its leaders. No further 

work is reflected in the files on the CON'l'REF.l\S ~!legations. 

·Apart from the unsustained claims made by CONTRERAS .r.iliout 

his own presence at the University, there is an additional 

element that undermines the credibility of his account: 

OSWALD's Spanish, which was barely ·adequate to ~et h~-m~als 

near the hotel~ seems hardly likely to have permitte~ him to 
- •. 

car~ on tor an extenqed period with a University student 
- .. ' - -

group ... 

--

-· 

' - -· .. 
-. 

. · . 
. . 
... 

- _:.. . . ,_- .. -4 _ . . . -· 

.· ......... · . 
.. ~ .... ":.. -: ..... 
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