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Controls on intellectuals in 
Soviet Bulgarian First Secretary. 

~<-
·REFERENCE& (?FP~ 138716, 2 December 1968 

1. Aa mentioned in the referenced dispatch, Identity cont~.u~~ 
to have contact with Soviets and apparently ua indicated in 
AEREGA?rA/2 1 a report, forwarded under separate cover, with SOVBLOC 
officials no well. _ 

·· 2.. Idantity • a report on repression of intellectuals in the 
USSR tmd o. recent tightening of the acre,.,a as he quoted an Invest 
corroc9onaont io also of interest. In this report plenaa note 
ABllEGZ~'l'TA/2 • a report on a recant traveler to, tha USSR described 
in @Ii'riY 89081. · 

. . ·•. . <C! .3 ... t.L,. . 
· g.o·~""l 3 •. Oinc0 th0ro oro throe Firat Socreta:dea in the Bulgarian 

. , _ "-~r.ooy wo could not identify th0 official. I"l:: could very well 
· · · ~~l.ES"'~P but Otution cannot confirm this ainc<a AEREGAT'l'A/2 

· ... ih<l~o.tod Idcmtity did not volunteer thO"namo, and aa experienced 
in tho past with FAINBERG, will not give our nmn~a. The Station 
'"ilt. try again through AEH.EGAT'l'A/2. 

<Jie([r;;.Gitrrf ~.;r ~ <fott::ih\e. cf\~- -.s()..~;rr 
~~<b.. tlu..'1)·0.1'\Q..., \aT 'ic~' cr-~'b"-t 
·~~/lil rAG'G>tll"'P. > 

Attachment: Repol:'t '{;].,S.C. 

Dis~: :r- C/SD \'1/att u.a.J~~.~ ·~:1/.}.jl ijl•;. 
3 .. C/EUR w/o.tt uo.c. 

JAN28 ~9 ~anuary "1m> _ 
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Uaua)..ly discreet about his/freequent/meetings with Soviet 
v.i,ai tore to Franc~i,Aroneon told me today quite a number 
,o·f things on his latest encounters with them. So first he 
eaid he spent an evening with Mrs Biasheva - a theatrical 
critic from Leningrad.lt is not the first time he met her, 
so she told him "that for the momarit in Leningrad is quite 
a difficult oppressive atmosphere," "that the intellectuals 
have more difficulties than ever" and once,talking about the 
Tchecoslovaquie events Mrs B. told Aronson : "please do not 
attribute to us the opinions expressed by Literatournaya 
Gazeta - we the intellectuals of Leningrad were dead opposed 
to it/the invasion/". 

From other meetings Aronson had lately with Soviet visitors, 
namely one correspondent of "Izveatia",he got also imprea­
sion of a partioulary tight "zajim"/turn of the screw/which 
ia felt presently in USSR,eapecially in both capitala.Then, 
he eaid,he got the impreaaion that in USSR the intellectuals 
find themselves more and more isolated from ordinary people 
which,undor the action of new directives given by the autho­
rities becomes "hostile toward them 11 .'11hat are these new in­
structions given by the aov.authoritieo ? - "To apy each 
other and partioulary the intellectuals/whom one crmnot true 
to fight foreign influence and mannera,to be proud of their 
great comm.party,to become true proletariana"."Apparently -
enid Aronson - the party turns now toward the "baae 11 ,toward 
the lower layers of the population in order to find thoro 
support against tho upper circles of tho population who are 
fad up with the regime".The new diroctivea,Aronaon told,bore 
fruit particulery in Moaoow,where according to all his inter­
locutors population became lately hostile toward tho forei­
gners and toward their own intelloctuale .Also peop:'e in the 
etreet,in the shop became particulary rough end un·:Jleaaont. 
Everyone usee "unprintable" oxpreaaiona,which spread also 
among the youth and i.n the sdoola. .• 

1 

Aronson related also about the~vening he epent.reoently with 
tho Firat Secretary of tho Bulgarian Embaoay,who with hie 
wife were gueota of Aronson in !'lie restaurant ."Contrary to · 
what I expected- said Aronson - it turned out that thia Bul­

, garian diplomat is dofini tally anti-communist minded,and is 
set against the Soviet Union". "It surprised me eo more ,as 
usually Bulgaria is considered tho moat,friendly satellite 
of USSR and a leo because in the" embaeoiea of those countries, 
the Firat Secretary is a particulary truated and powerful 
figure".! asked Mr.Aronaon if this attitude of the Bulgarian 
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Secretary was not intended in some provocative purp>se. So 
Aronson replied that he did not think eo : because the Bul 
rian diplomat had no reaso to provoque him.Aronson noticed 
also that the Bulgarian diplomat expressed admiration for 
all of those theatrical authors which usually are particula­
ry hated by the communieta.When Eronson asked him about the 
theatre in $ophia:and if they could produce there such playa 
Be· .. they wanted, the bulg. diplomat replied that thank God in 
~t'hat sphere they were in Bulgaria still fairly independent 
and that so far Moscow did not put ita noze into it. 

M~ comments 
I.JI 

Two pointe in the statements of Aronson call 
attention : Firat about the "new instructions 
and directi vea 11 g1 van in USSR and Second : 
about the anti-communist dispositions of the 
Firat Secretary of the Bulgarian Embnssy in 
Paris./If the later is true,it could be quite 
a "possibility"/. 
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A npendix A. 

Lev Adolphovioh ARONSON /often called Mr.Dominique/,owner 
of the russian reet."Do~inique"l9,rue Brea,Paria 6,tel: 
3~!6-63-92. '-._' 

Personal data & character. Mr. Aronson is a curious figure. 
A very prosperous DU$ineas man,he ia rioh.He poaaeeaee a uni­
que oolleotion of russian antiquoa.He ie also the beat thea 
caLOl'itio in .Parie.He contribute regulary to the ruaeian 
m9ga'mine"Vozrojden1e".He haa alae some relatives in USSR 
where he went many timea.Of Jewish origine he however ia de­
voted toward old Ruaeia.ln h~a restaurant he entertains con­
tinually Soviet viei tore and he probably is in Paris the man· 
who meets the moat So~iet oitizena.He i~,well acquainted to 
several members of the USSR embassy. 

He ia no doubt vary intelligent.He is also pleaaant,hae good 
manners and like to entertain people in his reetaurant.Aa to 
hia political opinions judaing from what he always says and 
always writea,he is an awowcd anti-communist. 

We~know him since many yoara and we are with him in excellent 
terms,thop.8h we never became friende.He has a high considera­
tion for Z and now writes aleo for RM. 
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