
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


- .--- ·..:.._;,.,'' 

'-~ ~ _( -~-~ -':...~ 
--'---~·.._~-·--~--- . 

, L 

. l 

Wl~~~@illJM~U~@8~ 
~~@~~~~u[~ 

SUBJECT 

REFERENCE 

BACKGROUND 

r- ·--~---
~ .~ 

_,; ~ .... ~ ofl rJ \ 

t· 

~T 

.-~­
~ 
·,) 

Review of Selected Items in the 
Lee Harvey OSWALD file, ~Eegarding Allega­
tions of CAST.RO Cuban-:}~olvement in the 
John F. KENNEDY-Assassin-ation 

) ~ _. '~,_···"v'"" 

·Letter tt./ ~avid, .w::.. ~e?lin to 
Mr. E. (:Henry Knbcm·~·; 1s April 1975, 
parag~J {~if:§'tding Public Statement 
by CASTRO, ~~ , attached 

1. On Saturday evening, 7 September 1963, 

Fidel CASTRO appeared at a Brazilian ~.~SS:f .r~s..,e:i2.~~o!; in 

Havana;. even more unusual, CAsTR2._ submitted to e3;n informal 

interview by the ~ssociated Pre;s,s cor;es~~n .. '!ent, 

Daniel HARKER. 

2. HARKER's interview reached New· York on Sunday, 

8 September, and was in print throughout the country on 

Monday, 9 September. There:.can:.be.·.no question from the 
• -- '• ' ' ·.I 

,._ ' •, ; ~. ' .., 
facts surro'-:lnding the-:- CASTRo-,:·apgearance, which had not been 

' .· .. · "·<~~; .. -:~~~ . 
~xpected, and his agreement t,o the interview, that this -
event represented a more-than-ordinary attempt to get a 

message on the record in the United States. 
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3. CA&TRO's statements to HARK~ covered a range of . . ,, 

,· . . '\; 

topics but dealt prin~j.pally -wi_t~,:-~flican political 
,. . . . •. -· .. \ :. '·. \) 

leadership, in par_.~:fe:.).qa,r·· I:res:iderlt KENNEDY, \vhom h7 ex-
'' ' .. />.... ! .- .... \. ·.... ~ 

·,·.<_ . / t:;'\·,·. ·.,,,~\) 
coriated in extraor'dfn~l. ,, ~..C,?.j;iye fq.s,bj..on 

times ••• the most opportunistic American President of 

11 t . ") a J.me • • • • 

4. The interview also contained an uncomplimentary 

reference to Senator GOLDWATER and Cuban delay in signing 

the limited nuclear test ban. There were differences in 

the replay by United States newspapers like the 

New York Times and Washington-papers, with a result that 

CASTRO's "message" was significantly modulated. 

5. In New.Orleans, where Lee Harvey OSWALD resided -until the middle.. ·of;._.S~ptember 19 6 3, th..,! HARKER story 

appeared. in a the p..::.lnci.J:2al mm::;I}ip.g_,J2al2~~~tAL.Time.s.:-:P.ic9-y;une I 

on Monday, 9 S e~page-~, under a three-colunm head-

line: "CASTRO Blasts Raids on Cuba. Says u.s. Leaders 

Imperiled by Aid to Rebels." The story followed under the 

HARKER by-line: 

"Havana (AP) - Prime Minister 

Fidel Castro said Saturday night: 'U.S. 

leaders would be in danger if they helped 

in any attempt to do awc:y with leaders of 

Cuba. • 

[R(~~~@fDJM~1f~@~ 
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"Bitter,-ly de~ouhc:~ng what he called 
. . '.) . - -..::./ . 

recent U.S. p_rompt~d raids on Cuban terri-

tory, Ca~ro- sa-fd~ .. /·:""~~~re prepared tc0-____ _ 
-· . \ ~ ""7 

~grt~\t·h~m-- a~-~('.:.~@e~ in kind. u.s. leaders 

shoui~·- fh:~~~~~v if they are aiding terror-
.-.'/ '\:. ""'> 

ist plans~ eliminate Cuban leaders, they 

themselves will not be safe.' 

.. World affairs ••. se~med'to be 

entering a more peaceful climate a few days 

ago, but now this trend has changed with 

attacks. 

"'The u.s. is always read~to negotiate 

and make promises which later it will not honor. 

This has happened to promises maQ._e. during the 

October crisis. They have been broken as can 

be seen with new attacks· • 

.... · "'But. I wa:t:n this is leading to a very 

dangerous situation that could lead to a worse 

crisis than October's ••• '" 

6. The New York Times, in its coverage on 9 September, 

used a UPI wire service report which omitted any reference 

to the warning and threat which gave the interview its real 

significance. The Washington Post did an abbreviated re­

write (9 September, page A-7) which·, similarly,,omitted 

any reference to the main thrust of CASTRO's remarks. 

3 
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.f'he· Evening Star of Washlngton, D. C., printe.d_.tne BARKER 

story nearly ,in its entirety in the second section of the 

paper ( ~ -;Se~t_embe~ · i~~~j;:~age B-4) and re\·lorded the content 
~"·· . ' ' ' :":\•:.> .) 

of tli'e; .HAR.KER.;i:nte.:rvhew, placing the emphasis on the po-
.••• ·• ·. * ......... ···. \·,..) 

liticaY.:.~s~~~""in particular, highlighting the GOLDWATER 
~ 

elements and burying CASTRO's warning to the United States 

leadership in the middle of the piece. 

7. There is no evidence in the files on the KENN 

assassination .that this CASTRO interview was considered in 

~llowing up leads or in d~ali~~s with th~ Warr:,n Commis~ion 

and its staff although Mexico Station specifically directed 

Readquarters attentiqn_tQ tbe-AE, a~~~fter 

the Dallas killing. More important, the interview appears 
'-......... 3 " 

to have been forgotten in the contemporary political consid-

eration of relations with CASTRO's Cuba. There is no evidence 

in the Agency records, either, that the Warren Commission 

staff ftself pursued"t:he impiicatio~ of the CASTRO interview 

in de~ling with the conspiracy hypothesis. There is no 

evidence in the files that anything along th~!}~~s .~as 

stated by any other Cuban leader befor~ the assassination. 

8. The purpose of this review, undertaken at Mr. Belin's 

request, is to reconsider.Lee Harvey OSWALD's activity on the 

assumption that as an avid newspaper reader - which we know 
.": 

from testimony of Marina OSWALD and others ~ he read the 
•• r' 

CASTRO warning and threat as reported above. The ·results 

~~fPJ~®fiDflJJ~1f~@OO 
fPJ~@OO~[ffimEIDJ 
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-~-of -the review, admittedly heavily using the 20--- · 20 quality 

,. . ' ,;' 

of hindsig~~<~~~ -b~·- .. ~~wlated in summary: 
(' . . ·. ·,'/) . 

. -~·.. Thez:e l.S ·p.O 1.ncrement of credible 
,,·"'>"·. ..;';,. . . . . ' _...,.. .... 

e~d~}lCe?:' app,:ty{~g thiS phrase St~~ 1 Of 
': . . ,., ' ) .. 'i 

y ,\-\\\~._'..:;../ 

~oviet ~dYer Cuban political, intelli~;nce 

or security service involvement in the ~s-

sassination to what was developed and con-

sidered by the Warren Commission and its 

s~. The Commission's finding that 

Lee Harvey OSWALD was the killer of 

President KENNEDY and Officer TIPPIT and did 

them in alone and of hiS- own determination 

stands. ; . 

b. "c .. ~~dil?~.g,~e:tlc.e" that would 

upset or significantly modify this judgement 

did (and does) not exist in Washington. But 

su~h. eviden!=e could exist in Moscow and/or 
... 

Havana, whose voluntary inputs to the Warren 

Commission were minimal in quantity and 

quality, designed to cover up any aamissions 

of knowledge of, or connection with, OSWALD 

which might be related directly or indirectly 

with the assassination. Therefore, the belief 

that there was Soviet and/or cub'an (.KGB ap..q,Jor 
t£ •. 

P' WW i11i Ill Lk I U•YL•Ab 

DGI) connection with OSWALD will persist and -

j~~[pJ~@[Q)lliJ~ll~@~ 

!Pl~~OO~l85miDJ 

V I to:!!!td: 'N ~ .. !!l A'l!eii$411!\Ua;w t ...... 
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-- gr0\-1 uz:til there· h~~~een a full disclos~ _ 
, , 

by these gov:er.nrnents~f all elements of 

OSNALD_~·~'Ba~~p:l~~~·:::{~~~;--~~ -~:~iet Union 

an .. ~.~,c~·~·tacts·:~irl Mexi~o -City:-~-The · ·-· 
\-:·\'. \.... ·~' .... ,·~>" :}> /-- -

7"'"' "· •. \·,v 
~~on report should have left a 

wider "window" for this contingency. That, 

indeed, was the opinion at the working level, 

particularly in the counte~intelligence com­

ponent in·the CIA in. 1964. As was indicated 

by Mr. Helms in his testimony before the 
-:'. . 

............. \...._ 

Warren Commission, CIA would continue .to ·:~ 
.. , 

regard this aspect of the OSWALD c~se as· ~ 
<· .~,~ 

still open. 1 . r.:: . .:-·- .:'>"?.~· ' \ .... 
/,..-· \ .. ; . . ..:· .. ,·<:., 

In the absence of ad'di.·t::t6np;-l'> or:··new ...... , ',' .... ,·-....,:.·. ', / 

of "credible" ev~'e~~.:>'are 
"nuances" in the record that emei:9e as note-

worthy, in the light of other conclusions. 

These are reviewed and· summarized below, item-

by-item. . 
d. CASTRO's warning and threat of 

7 September 1963 ]>~ OSWALD did indeed read 

. ·., 
Investigation of the A's:s~ssination of President John F. 
KENNEDY. Hearings Befo.re the President's Commission on the 
Assassination of President KENNEDY (Washington, 1964), 
hereafter cited as Hearings, Vol. v., pp. 120 ~ 129. See 
especially p. J,..24 -;··"Mi. Helms: 'Yes. I would assume 
the case. cou~d:never be closed.'" 

··,,·. 
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it in New Orleans --~'iti~t be considered of\ 

great signific~nce.±~ the light of the \ 

patholo~ical evolution of OS~'lALD' s passive/ 
/···: 

aggx;essive- makeup after his attempt to kill 
'---: ·~·.\;.;·-

\ '· / 

General WALKER early in April 1963 and his 

identification with Fidel CASTRO and the 

Cuban revolution which is directly trace-

able as far back as his Marine Corps. 

service in El Toro, California. CASTRO's 

warning and threat, given to AP corres-

pondent HARKER, irrespective of whether 

there was any formal mandate, or even -
security service contact with'OSWALD 

by the Cubans or the Russians -·was an act 

of singular irresponsibility and under no 

circumstances was excusable as retorsion 

for'what the.Cuban emi~res were doing during ) 

the summer of 1963. // 

CUBAN CONTACT WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD, SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA, 
EARLY 1959 (?) 

9. The testimony of Nelson DELGADO contains an assertion 

of germinal significance to any review of the background of 

Lee Harvey OSWALD's feeling toward and relations with 

CASTRO's Cuba. DELGADO was probably the closest peer group 

7 
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member to QSWALD .. during his specialist training period 
,... " . ~· 

at El Toro Marine-· Corp~l3ase December 19 58 - September 19 59. 
-~ ... . :· ... l .··) ::<) 

The Warren 1Comml:'s~;ton.:lt~port takes note of this: 
(~ .:· ~~~~.~~ 

ff"OSWA~~id DELGADO that he was in 
<: ...,· ·-;> : . ·'-'<':;, 

t~;~wi-t:fi,·~-~ban diplomatic officials in 
~ '<0)'~ 

this co~ry, which DELGADO at first took 

to be 'one of his lies, but later 

believed.' 11 2 

10. Actually DELGADO's testimony says a lot more of 

possible operational significance than is reflected by the 

language of the report, and its i~R~igA~~2TI~ do not appear 
~--=------·---:..-_,.,..,.on:r..,;.==-=·=•="-==~·=- ---·-----·----'"'i.-"' . .._.z::::::::: t4 ~ • ........, 

to have been rUn down or dev~~~R~-P~~~i~ation. Thus, - -
the record of the be9.:.!JJ.Ui..!)S.....9.f"""OSWALD.!..SJ".e~a.tiq~-9.h!E-Y_!th 

. -
the Cubans starts with a quest.i:.9n mark. .... 

. 11. The period was one of transition in U.S.- Cuban 

relations after CASTRO's takeover. OSWALD, and DELGADO at 

the outset, were CASTRO s~pporters, OSWALD being particu­

larly keen about how to get to the island. DELGADO testi­

fied: 

I didn't know what to tell him, so 

I told him the best thing that I know was to 

2 
Report to the President's Commission on the Assassination 
of President John F. KENNEDY (Washington, 1964), hereafter 
cited as Report, p. 687. 
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get in .touch w~th a__,Cuban Embassy, you know. 
, ' 

,• ,' .~ 

But at tha~ _time~, th~r··~ ... told him this - we 
.- ,. .. · '·'·./) . 

were on f~iendly, .£e~· with Cuba, you know, 
-: ·>. ;... . <:·:,_ . ;> 

so this .was'n'.t.~n~<:subversion or malintent, 
-· ' . ' !\'• ·.·"I' 

.·, ....... ·:-, •• ....,~ .. ~i· ~\ .. '-.."~'') 

you~~ ~~n't know what to answer him. 

I told him to see them. 

"After a while he told me he was in 

contact w~th them 

" • • • I 
. .) 

seen this envelope in h~s,foot~ 

locker, wall-locker, and it was addressed to 

him, and they had an official s~ on~ it..,: anc¥' 
. .) 

t~.· ' / \) 

as far as I could recollect ~~was.:: mai~;1from 

LOs Angeles, and he Was ~el~ ~~: was 

a Cuban Consul. And just after he started 

receiving these letters - you see, he would 

never go out, but stay near the post: all the 

time 

... he had one visitor after he started 

receiving letters he had one visitor. It was 

a man, because I got the call from the MP 

guard shack, and they gave me a call that 
•' 

OSWALD had .a~i~itor at. the front gate. This 
. ·:. -

man had .. to· be a civilian, otherwise they would 
' 

have ·fet:: hi~ in·~:;.,· So I had to find somebody. to 

relieve OSWALD~ who was on guard, to go down 

EfFJ~®IDJW~~J@OO 
~~®oo~~rnrn 
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visit/wit~ this fellow, and they spent 

' .· there to 
~ ' ... --.. 

abOUt an lt€>Ur and a half 1 tWO hOUrS 1 talking 1 

.·:-:-::.< ./""' :;: . .,-:>' 
I gues!¥; and' he "can1e""back. I don't know who the 

~ : ~ / .... ... . . . ,/ 

man6s·. o.f w11;~:1$::·;they talked about, but he looked 

non~~ia~~: the whole thing when he came 

back. He never mentioned who he was, nothing. 

"Mr. DELGADO 

two hours 

"Mr. LIEBELER: 

who this fellow was 

"Mr. DELGADO . . 
"Mr. LIEBELER: Did you connect this visit 

that OSWALD had at that time with the Cuban 

Consulate? 

"Mr. DELGADO I did; because I thought it 

funny for him to be receiving a caller at such a 

late date - time. Also,. up to this. time he . . 
hardly ever received rnail;-in fact he seldom 

- . 

received mail f;:om home because I made it a 

policy, I use~.~·pick up· the mail for our unit 
. ·. -:· .... · .. • . .· . · .. , .. ·-. . . 

and distribUte: it -to-·:j:he guys in there, and very 
. '·-...,:3~·. . :::'· ·. :' .:"-

seldom did I-;·ev~r,s~e one for him. But every so 

often, a-fter he started to get in contact \'lith 

iEI~®WM~1rU®OO 
~~@OO~~mETDJ 
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~<:':\ 
these Cuban people '"~\~~Sj::arted getting letter 

• ~ '',''\:; J v ~--·- -
<:--~. \ \\..::;:.. 

pamphlets and ~~~.~~:-er(~· .. 
q::~ '\_y:.:::J "'<:~\;\ 

" • • • , <;1~,~~ a~:SR"",~ rted receiving letters, 

you kn~~~~n:~~~~~~ maybe pamphlets, you 
<"'·\,'\)) ~~·\"'-'·<.·>" 
,\..'~,./" 0t::'· "v 

know, :N;t.tl~., .ik .. ~f\)church, things we get from 
v \~ 

church, you ow, but it wasn't.a church. 
. <'~ 

"Mr. LIEBELER: Were they wri tt,en·.:. l);l 
/ -:·,. ''.) 

Spanish, any of them, do you know?·; :":.:,.,· 
('.. ... /~ ... 

"Mr. DELGADO : Not tha r;:i c?Ji re~>~~), 
0" .. :~:0 •' . ::: ;: < ~:;:? 

~-'-,·.:.::::, <" -........ /)"-':.-> . ~ ,. ·. ' ~,'.:) 
~\./) .,, ,-· .. '•,'. v . 

no. 

"Mr. LIEBELER: D~~ ~~y reason 

to believe that these things~ to OSWALD 

from the Cuban Consulate? 

"Mr. DELGADO : Well, I took it for granted 

that they did after I seen the envelope, you 

know ••• something like ~Mexican eagle, with a 
. ' ~ c:--:. ,'" 

big, impressive seal, .yo-u~ ~ow. They had dif-
:,. ..... " ·.·.·I 

ferent colors on it.i' 'r.eJ._,. ~white; almost 

looked like our 4,i_i>i~~~i!~ow. put :r can • t 

recall the s~~~1 ~~~~)new it was in Latin, 

~~ «!:~~ United, s--~--~~~ that. I couldn't under-

stand. It was·L~n. 
"Mr. LIEBELER: You don't know for sure 

whether it was from the Cuban Consulate? 

11 

.. 
~F e R !: '1""" 

. ~ 
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"Mr. DE.~:~~~~->1~o. But he had told me 

prior, just;.:befo~e ;t~~und that envelope in his 

wall lo?'"i;,,_ i~{-~s receiving mail from 
.. :-:-·:·.:-_:;:::..' ,...<':.:::-);; 

them~?' an& one;<tJ..me he offered to show it to me, 
("';:::~ '-..~) ', ·.> .~.:<-"~~>:. v"' 

but<~~~~~~h interested because at the 

time we h~ work to do, and I never did ask 

to see that paper again, you know. 

"Mr. LIEBELER: Did he tell you what ~~~~-:---~ 

correspondence with the Cuban Consulate w_as .::.- 0 

about? .... ..-:-::·· 
'~' ' - _, . <. -> ;) 

"Mr. DELGADO •. N h d' d ~ ~~- · __ ,,.· '' .';::;;? o, e J. n ,.-~..-o..- · .. _;..; . · · v 
(-: '\ ~/ ' ';::. .: ' , ~- '';, 
' '•/) ~ \ v '~ ' 

"Mr. LIEBELER: Did he e4:-s''<-t-ridi}:at.e:· to--' you 
'\::v">v-· <(~' \'d.; v 

that it had to do with the conversa~~-that 
you had about going over to Cuba? 

"Mr. DELGADO : No •.. The only thing he 

told me was that right after he had this con-

versation with the Cuban people was that he was 

going to - once he ~~t out of the service - he 
:'~ 

was going to Swit:zerl'and • • • "3 
) 

12. OSWALD' s_. app~i:catfon to Albert Schweitzer. College, 
-~' ·-' . .·· .~ 

Chur'Walden, sw·~tzerland, :was dated 19 March 1959, and he 
.-....~·: ·· . . :.:-.. :. .<:. ..:· .. ; 

was presumcili·ly<t:o ...repo,rt there on 20 April 1960. Destined 
<~'' > ~ .... ,-~~> ·~· ·.:- ::~· .. ·:.:-·;., 

for discnar,se ~9m:::-~ -the Marines on 7. December 19 59, OSWALD 

----~"'. . 
3 
Hearings_, Volume VIII, pp. 241 - 243 • 

~~fPl~®!IDM~U~@~ 
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accelerated his .exi ~-~2m g;:t'(;unds of family hardship in early 
f.:.:, / < 

19~9 he was issued a September 1959. oTI< 27 ··septei;\ber 
_,_<?-:~ :'.<~_.;---/ / ... <., .. ~~ ~ ~) 

u.s. passport,. ... Ji'al.i-:d f~:~.traVel - among other places to 
<'~:~~-:~;;-:; (,~·<:~.}>) 

Cuba and the~U&SR.,...;:_-::~.ne~:)~ntered the Soviet Union from 
(0.,;<.. <) ~~·:.'\,"/ 

Finland o~~w ~~"' 1959. 

13. DELGADO'~ testimony has the cast of credibility. 

Granting that, it is of basic importance to focus attention 

on the male visitor who contacted OSWALD at El Taro Camp 

and talked with him for between one and .a half to two hours. 

The event was unique in DELGADO's recollections, and· actually 

there is nothing like it - on the record - in everything else 

we know about OSWALD's activity in the United States before 

or after his return to the United States. The record reflects 

no identification of the El Toro contact. DELGADO's presump­

tion is that he was f~the c·uban Consulate in Los Angeles. 
,,. ) 

Assuming that, the .~~~ions are: Who was it, and was 
.... · . ,-::_: ··._ .,·' -~ 

there r~porting. tir:om:_ios::?Jtilgeles to Washington and· Havana 
(::-: .::) . /• . '•<:;:/ 

that could, in (e~:ff_ec~r:'·:f~J.'resent the opening of a Cuban 
R ·;-,.:.; _, .,; 

file on osw~~:> r~~<>-~~>> !<;,<::-:::-; \ .. '>'-.) 

"PREDICTI$~~F &;DENT KENNEDY'S DEMISE BY COMMUNIST , 
PARTY CELL LEADE~MORSE BENITEZ ZABOLA, 1962 

14. Guatemala Station forwarded to Headquarters on 

9 January 1964 a duplicate copy of a raw report by a 

4 
U.S./Cuban diplomatic and consular relations were_.-severed 
on 3 January 19 61. ., 

~> 

m~[pl~@@M~uuw~m 
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.penetration dated 5/Jci;1~ 1962 describing events at the 

yearly Co~uni~!t~-Pa~t:y·-' c~.l meeting. The cell leader, 
. . ~ r;::::~:.' ·... < ~' ~ ,/ ·> ·.:. :.~~-.~_·, <. >1 
Morse BE~~'.£!EZ. ·~~olaj,: ~s~/that the Communist Party in 

/:::·< .. .-: .. ·.;·. ' .. < ·. ~> "'> •"'· ~- ~.~. . ~- :, ~: ~') \) . • . . 
Guatama~~ ·~ho~f.~~~?rJW a s1.ngle new party; "We need not 

',-....,) . <" . \. .. ·.' ·,.; 

preoccup~ o~1~~ over the politics of Presi_?ent KENNEDY 

because we know, according to prognostications, that he 

will die within thepresent year, 1962." 

15.. This report apparently had been discounted vlhen 

it was receiv~d and was not forwarded ur(til the Station 

re-reviewed all of its material after the assassination. 

The file reflects no follow...:up or formal dissemination 

of the report. 

G.i.l 
ENIGMATIC THREATS BY CUBAN THIRD SECRETAR¥ IN THE HAUGE, 
·7 NOVEMBER 1963 

KENNEDY assassination, indicated that at the Soviet reception 

on 7 November 1963, the Cuban Third Secretary, 

Ricardo L. SANTOS Pesa, discussed the recent refugee raids 

on Cuba and their implications with a ~est-country diplomat, . . · . . . 

concluding with the admonition: " ••• Just wait and you 

will see what we can do. It will happen soon." Asked to 
. . . . : . . 

be more specific, what would happen soon, SAI."il'TOS . replied: 
: '•.;> . . 

"Just wait, 1ust wai~." 

17. These data were passed to the Warren Co~ission 

by memorandum; 31 March 1964. SAN~OS was reported to have 

~~~~®fiDM©~~®OO 
WJ~w~~rmm 
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a h_istory of medical instability and was summarily recalled 
._ ' --f·rom The Hague reportedl;; for reasons related to that fact 

in April 1966. 

INTERCEPTED::-- CONVERSATI~'OF CUBAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEE, 
LUISA CAL-DERON, AFTERNOON OF 22 NOVEMBER 1963 

City time, about five hours after 'the 
··, > 

a Cuban Embassy employee named 

"Luisa" received a telephone call_in Spanish from an uniden~ 

tified male outside. 

19. The caller asked her if she had heard' the latest 
· .. ·.,_ 

news. "Luisa" jokingly replied: "Yes, of -g~r~:,.,:f knew 
-::-

it almost before KENNEDY ••. Imagine, one, two, three and 

now; that makes three [she laughs], what barbarians! ••• " 

20. Both speakers agreed on the seriousness of the 
(\ 

assassination. "Luisa:-n:-~-~~so stated that the party at 
'·:·/ 

Silvia DURAN's hadbeen.:.-called off so it would- not appear 

that they were_celebratihg-the death of KENNEDY~ nor would 
. . ·, .,. 

:.> 
they have th~ party- coi:~cide with the burial. Finally she 

·/ 

said she<~afine,~ ~ci:;:lri'~ve that night int? the house of a 
'··, "'-./ -."., •• 1 l, '·.~ 

doctor (a ~om.a.~'-hiend. 
21. Latin hyperbole? Boastful ex post facto suggestion 

of foreknowledge? This is the only item in the intercept 

coverage of the Cubans and Soviets after the assassination 

that contains the suggestion of foreknowledge or expectation. 

tm~~~@[O)M~UU@~ 
~~~oomremoo 
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22. The tenuous, enfgn_ma tic character of-·the- conversation 

.v _, 

is sharply highlighted.by the following facts: 
. ~ .· ~' 

a./- ·~uisa "- was._ P;fPbably. identical with 
,.· . ;...· - . '·;/ 

Lui1ii_a:' CALDERON-, a cirdre worker of the Cuban 
<< . 

to be working in DGI Headquarters. 

b. Tne DGI element in Mexico City in the 

fall of 1963 was headed by Alfredo MIRABEL Diaz 

who had arrived on 2 September 1963, formally 

·as the replacement of the Consul Eusebio AZCUE 

(departed 19 November 1963) . .The-~ deputy· DGI 
. . ~ 

. ' -
chief (and as of June 1964, MIRABEL's successor) 

was Manuel Engenio VEGA Perez. 

c. The "Silvia DUAAN" narne·d in Luisa's 

conversation was the receptionist, a Mexican 

national, who dealt with OSWALD during his known 

visits on 27 and 28 September to the Cuban 

installation~ in connec~ion with a Cuban visa 

application for stay and/or transit. 

Silvia DURAN is the sole live witness on the 

record regarding OSWALD's activity in 

Mexico City. Her testimony, however, in its 

entirety was taken and presented, solely, by the 

Mexican Governmental authorities. A direct 

~~[p)~@WM~m®!f\J 
~~®oo~rremm 
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confrontation .wfth ·})er was requested by the . ~· .· 
Warren Comrnfssion-- s-='taff but rejected by the 

,..__ 

Mexican.:·auth:orities. It is from Silvia DURAN's 
. " 

·'. ',- ..... 

statements· t·hat it was learned that os~vALD 
'<: .. ·, · .. .;;::.~ 

b~carn~~~ngaged in a personal altercation on 
\~ . 

.._\ 

27 September with Eusebio AZCUE. 

d. Manuel Engenio VEGA Perez, 

alias Marcos, and his DGI assistant, 

Rogelis RODRIGUEZ Lopez, were positively 

identified in February 1964 by two independent 

sources as engaged in the activ~ ~evelopment 

and facilitation of the training ·.of Nicaraguan 

agents for the purpose of assassin~ting 

General Annstasio SOMOZA. VEGA, it is estab-

lished, was· on post in Mexico City during 

OSWALD's stay there 27 September - 2 October 

1963. He left Mexico City on 3 November 1963 

for Havana. It was reliably reported about 

VEGA that all individuals going to Cuba, legally 

or illegally, had to pass through him first. He 

took the biographical data and sEmt·.it to Cuba 

for name checking, a procedure which normally 

took fifteen days.s 

. I 

For example, VEGA would have handled the details of the 
visa action and facilitation of the trip to Cuba via 
Mexico City from 28 December 1962 - 21 January 1963 that 

17 
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23. There-is ri~ ~vidence in the OSWALD case file that 
~ . 

I"• ...... 

Silvia DuMN was sub]~cted to a systematic elicitative 
·- • • ' ,'I 

_,·· -~. : .. ' ··:::<" 
inte)r:t:Ogat-l:on <.'th~t. would have related her dealings with 

~.' .'<.~- ·.'., .,... ··<·'·.~>~·.'. ,·)·v . 

os1~- knoWD..'(ot~ confirmed by intercept, with the data held 
\~ <~~~\- '<,~·~0 

on the ~iri DGI, its personalities and methods, in 

Mexico City. Was it normal for a case like OSWAI..D's, 

considering the fuss he allegedly made with AZCUE, for the 

applications to be han'dled solely by a local employee and 

a lame duck like AZCUE whose slot had· been taken by the 

DGI chief? Whatever the answer to these questions, they 

were not asked at the time. And there remains the more 

fundamental question: accep'ting the DURAN story on its 

face, could it ~appened without the knowledge and l I . participation of the DGI personnel above cited? This 

~ 
I 
\ 

\ 
seems unlikely. especially because VEGA is later A;ited .bY . . ,r . 
a Cuban:DGI defector as having stated he was aware OSWALD 

SSOLUC ... tOW!Jk! iC::::Wt:d!iklf> · !£ ,,.... :U::::::U:O-

made several visits to the Cuban Consulate. It is clear - . 
::zt. ALcusaueacw;z:uw,..w " 

CASTRO's overseas intelligence and security service could 

have more in its files than was surfaced in the DURAN 

. •, 

was taken by Vincent Theodore LEE, the organizer of the 
Fair Play Committee for Cuba, with which OSWALD established 
relations from Dallas during the period 19 April -
2 November 1963. There is an overlap between LEE's and 
VEGA's travels to Havana during that period: VEGA 
departed Mexico City on 6 January for Havana and returned 
on 13 February 1963. 

18 
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statements .. Coming back to the beginning: "Luisa" -
~ .. - -· 

•.> 
Luisa CALDERON -_as a member of the DGI unit in Mexico City-

c_Quld very weil have· known something that wouls_!!!...als.~.'i:?hl!t 
/ 

she sai.d':to . .J::.er uniden_tified caller less a matter of 
~-.·· .• . ' . 

boast.E:u:t:;s.el~~i:ndt.;lgence than was assumed at the ffme. 
,·' .- •· .. · '. •-' I 

\. _:) \·:::.·...).-
\: '.> 

SILVIA DU~ SUBSTANTIAL AMPLIFICATION OF ADMISSION OF 
ALLEGED PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD, 1967 

24. The defects viewed in hindsight of the Silvia DURM~ 

testimony already have been suggested above. (In that 

context of criticism it would also be relevant to reconsider 

;'•• .· 
I . 

the implications of the two intercepted telephone conversations 

on 26 November 1963 between the Cuban President 1 DORTICOS, 

and his Ambassador to Mexico, Joaquim Hernandez ARMAS, 

because the thrust of the conversation dealt with the ques-

tion whether Silvia DURAN had been asked about [or been 

offered?) money payments by her Mexican interrogators.) 

25. As of September 1~64 Silvia DURAN gave up her 

Cuban Embassy job. In the spring of 1967 Silvia DU~~ 

was reported by a reliable and sensitive source to have ~ 

,· 

cut all relations with Cubans. Her account, in 1967,.. of 

how she had been taken into custody and had.been.interxogated 

after the assassination repeated what was a~~ady_ known •. 

She added, under circumstances that did not permit the..-
. .,~· -· .· ~ ~· 

source to challenge or elicit corroborative deti&iJ,./:)that 
\;,. 

~~~~~~®IDJW~1JU®fm 
r~~®~~rmmarn 
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. -.she had gone out with OSWALD during his stay -in Hexico City 

and claimed she h~~xual relations with him. 
,..-:, . ', -~ . 

/'··· .. ·, ·.:.,,/ 
/-: . ·. . ,. 

ALLEGATIONS QF. CONSP:r;-AA~ORIAL CONTACT BETi'lEEN OSNALD AND 
CUBAN GOV'E;..RNMEN-T AGEN-TS WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
ALLEGATIONS' OF. (A.)'· ELENA GARRO DE PRAZ AND 
(B) OS<;AR <:;_ONTRERA~ ·' 

:. _ .... v ..... : ::·':'" ..... <·-> :/ 
( .·.··... ---:: ... ,,-...:> 

(?~",<.~. ~ .. > ..-.,.\\'·.:.<~~ v' 

2~0As_,~~.:Narren Corrunission reported, "Literally 

dozens of ~egations of a conspiratorial contact bet~en 
OSWALD and agents of the Cuban Government have been 

investigated ••• " 6 Among these cases, which consumed \ 
'.1 

hundreds of CIA man-hours in Headquarters, ~lid <=!broad - ., .:/ 
. ..< .. · ·.> 

and similarly the FBI in the United sta:€~s .. - :.Vas the';/ 
.,,,,..>.;_; ;/ (-::,: ·. . •I V 

Nicaraguan walkin in Mexico City, 26 Novembe~~'~3, 

Gilberta ALVARADO Ugarte. 

27. Th~ ALVARADO case is taken up in detail by the 

Warren Commission under the cryptograph "D." 7 ALVARADO 

claimed':that he· had seen an American, whom he identified 

as OSWALD, receive money ~orne time in mid-September 1963 

in a meeting in a patio of the Cuban Consulate in 

6 

7 

See Report, p. 305 ff. -Some of the others \V'ere the cases 
of Ylario ROJAS Villenueve in Cozumel and Guadaloupe, 
the allegations of Enrique Ruedolo GONGORA in New York City, 
the clairnsof Robert Edward GALLANT, Santa Clara Prison 
Farm, California, and· the allegations of Ray DOBKIN's. 

See Report, PP·. 3'07 308. 
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Nexico city. ALVARADO's story was ultimately broken by the 

use of the polygraph-~.pn which ALVARADO showed evidences of 
,.-:: .· .' ..... · .·.\) . . . 

deception, and l?Y brUlg~ng ALVARADO's former Nicaraguan 
p • / 

security se~.v.ice .con~:~., into the case • 
... - . .· .. /. '·'"' 

. . . ,. / 

28. .The ALVARADO. ·story is a particularly acute repre-
. - . . •) 

/~' . . v• ' 

sent~~~~:....-::~~~·:..qi'fficulties that beset t."le evaluation of 

observed e~~ce: certain elements of the story persist 
'\> 

despite the impeachment of its· major premises. ·'~ ALVltRADO, ... . •...; 

whose account did not become public until the release-of .,..-.. :'-. 

the Warren Report in October 1964, talked c~istently o.;: 
/;. c.:. .. ... 

the presence in the Cuban Consulate tr~cti~n o.f a lfegro 

with red-dyed hair. ~?,} ·<",~:. ,'/ 
29. Elena GARRO de Paz is a rnecurial, ~~~e and 

socially prominent Mexican writer, married, but separated 

from a high-ranking Mexican foreign service official. She 

is also the cousin of Horacia DURAN, the husband of 

Silvia DURAN, cited abo'{e. There is a strong personal 

antipathy between the bvo women descending from 

Elena GARRO's trenchant anti-Communism. 

30. From October 1964 until his retirement in the fall 
.. ,> 

of 1969, a U.S. Embassy offi'cer, Chg;rles THOMAS, persistently 

kept up a stream of r.eports and memoranda reflecting GARRO's 

account of what: haq actually 'gone o.n between OSWALD, the 

Cubans and ·.~n part~cular Silvia DURAN in September 1963, 
·. ,.. .· - . . ·._. ~ 

including a r~a~d reference to a Negro with red-dyed hair. -.,;-"""- -..,;. 

~~~~@IDJWJ~1JJ@OO 
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31. The. first reference to the GARRO story was noted in 

. - . ·"-'\.. a Mex~co Stat~on Memp1:andum of Record dated 12 October 1964: ........ 
"Elena~.GA·R~O . rs_c:_id] ·that she and her 

/ ·~ '\ 

daughtet:'Wereinvited .to a party at the Cuban 
0 /.. • • >'' 

.. · :,: .. ··.... ../ .· ' ·: 
Einl:/J:(~ey during the'period she now finds out '\(' .·.·:, .. ':; . ,··. . . / 

tha·f;_~·.:(5SWALD:: wal:(here in Mexico prior to the 

assassi~~~:~ She was invited by a Mexican 

secretary in the Cuban Embassy whose husband 

is a cousin of the GARRO family [Horacia DURAN]. 

At the party she saw three Gringos, not 

drinking, not mixing and more or less just 

standing around together like threa bumps on a 

log. They were so obviously out of place that 

she ask~d someone in the Cuban_Embassy about 

them and was told that 'they w~re just passing 
.· 

through.' ·She claims that on the way these 

three Gringos stood out she took a good look 

at them as did her daughter. When the . . 
assassination occurred and OSWALD's picture was 

spread into the newspapers, both Elena and 

·her daughter immediately said that he was one 

of the three Gringos 'without a doubt' at the 

party." 

32. GARRO repeated her story to Mr. Charles William 

THOMAS, an Embassy political officer on 10 December 1965: .-
22 
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In Septembe.r 19:~)~fter her return from abroad, she went 
" ~ :--0 

~/ ._;... 

to a party; accpropanied by ~er daughter, at the home of 
/'-:",... ·' ..-·::-..\ 

Ruben :DURAN -[empha'Sis added] . Ruben is one of the two 
' . . . ... ):/ 

~~h~s· o-f Hora-<:'lo DURAN, who married her cousin. She 
\~~ ': :· ... />; . ,.: ; . 
m~ 9~~~?::) and two other young Americans. 

\'·; \)"' 
she w~ discouraged from talking with him. 

At the party 

Other guests 

were the Cuban Consul AZCUE, General Clark FLORES, 

Silvia DURAN, who she later lear~ed was OSWALD's mistress 

while he was here, Emilio CARBALLIDO and a Latin American 

Negro man with red hair [emphasis added]. In November 1963 

when the identity of the assassin became known, she and 

her daughter went to the Cuban Embassy and shouted 

"assassins" and other insults at the staff there. 8 Shortly 

afterward, she and her daughter were visited by a friend, 

Manuel CARVILLO [or-cAf"y~LO], then an official in the 
.· 

Secretariat of tHe Goberna~ion and were told he had orders 
' . : r!~. ·.:..- - . ·.> .) 

to escort th~.to. a sma~~~and obscure hotel in the center 
1'~~~:·, .. ;2~ . (' \:~ : -~· ~ . 

of town. ('tfl~y:>w~..- k~pt there for eight days under pretext 
~~v~·,_\),) 

that the~er ~,, nger. When she tol? CARVILLO she wanted ---to go to the American Embassy and explain what she knew of 

OSWALD, she was told that the American Embassy was full of 

Communist spies. .) 

/ 

33. On :25 December 1965 and 9 January 1966 in further·' 

interviews with THOMAS, GARRO and her daughter elabor~ed and 

8 
These particulars were not confirmed by indP.pendent observers 
at the time. 

. ~~~~®WM~liil@OO 
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r--.'0 . . 
in certain ,partip.u:lar§ significantly modified her earlier 

/ ·) 

account. She r~iso- acknm.,ledged that she and her daughter 
0 . - ''\ 

p ~· . \ 
had been ~te~viewed by Embassy officers to whom she claimed 

,-;:-· ' ·.)' 
..,.-,·· . . ·~' ' . 

they(gl.d'p{it give.a"'very complete story because the 
~ ...... :--;~' - .J/ 

Emb~sy .~!~c~rs did not ap~ear to give much credence to 
'\-: \~.... -'~. 

anything they said. 

34. It developed that GARRO and daughter had been 

.interviewed by the LegaL At,t~e.. ao_l:Z. and-2..~i:::l..:l.!e.mb.er: J 9.5.4. 
/=:: / 

Her information had been similar to what_sh§::s:U_cdme~d· in -her 
I (( ;'~· ~ ~-.. • • •, ..;.,'' • 

account to THOMAS but had not been subst&tlated: bv:·.ibauiries. CQ:l~. . . h_y ~ 

. " 
and rearf'irmed his disengagement from the matter to the CIA 

Chief of Station on 27 December 1964 and to the Ambassador 

on 25 February 1965. 

35. The Embassy Pol i tj cal o.f.f.icer,. however, persisted i.n 

his interviews and reporting. In a memorandum of conversation, 
.. : . '"-

13 July 1966, GARRO i:iae~ified the place to which she had been 
·. 

taken by CALVILLO .as t;he Hotel Vermont. (This detail checked 
. f ·~ 

r.:: . . . ' 
and 28...; 30 N:.overnber 19'tl3.) In another, on 7 February 1967, 

,.!: .. ' '::_~ .. :. . ./ <~·· ~ ~. :~~ ,: 
GARRO's ~~~~~lssitudes with the Cubans are set out. 

And final~ u~~OMAS's retirement from U.S. Government 

service, the Department of Stat~, a:t his request, 

28 August 1969, disseminated to CIA and FBI a compilation of 

his reporting of the Elena GARRO interviews. 

~~[p)~@IDllliJ~U~®~ 
~~®oo~~m 
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·-·· -·36. Th~re the matter rests. 
~· 

GARRO's chronology of the 

events she described .. as having ocqu:..r.ed in tbe....-Mexi._gan ca~i tal 

in September 1963-rtever coincided with the confirmed data 
,• . 

of~ OSWALD' s p:r:e'sene~ tme:r:e:. · Her story, however, had two 

points co~~a~t wi'~h:·.:~llegations by others regarding 
</;~~'\ ·' . ·'< / 

OSWALD: ~r> <if;J~j/" 
a. ~ARADO's allegations regarding the 

Negro with the red-dyed hair [this detail could, 

however, have been gleaned from the 

Warren Commission's published account of the 

"D" case] and 

---contact with a local Mexican journalist, 
~ ·"· : 

Oscar CONT~RAS Lartigue,. who ~ed to have encountered 

OSWALD with other pro-CASTRO students at the 

University of Mexico campus in September 1963. 

38. In June 1969 CONTRERAS was interviewed by a CIA 

officer: . ; ' .. :· r .. 

H.e ··studie.tt: l-ay· at the University of ·Mexico 
<::- .... ,:. ·:. _ _.:>' <::;.:~·~·~·.; . 

for thre'e ~ approximately 1960 - 1964. .He 

belonged to a clandestine pro-CASTRO revolutionary 

group at the University. Regarding the Om1ALD 

25 
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case he was extremely cautious and although he 
. • • <:'-~ 

was not able Qg~~~ling to give dates and 
. c"\: ·2J· 

names, he ~a~~os~~D visited the University 
. (r:"~·>:<:J /<·-~ ~ . 

of Mex~o--:c:ampus·,s:hn:ttly after the Cuban 

E~~~~~~~: visa to visit Cuba. 
A<~\'0 

0 · ~quiries. regarding pro-Cuban 

revolu~ary groups at the University and 

was directed to CONTRERAS and his friend. 

OSWALD met CONTRERAS and four other persons 

as they came out of a round-table discussion 

held in the faculty of Philosophy •: OSWALD 

told the group it was urgent. tliat he visit 

Cuba and the Cuban Embassy h:a~depied. ~.tm a 
,... \·~ . ·. · .... > 

·visa. He requested aid from CON~RAS' group. 

CONTRERAS and others mistrusted OSWALD because 

th~y felt he was a CIA provocation. The group 

allowed OSWALD to accompany them the rest of the 

day, that night and part of. the next day. OSWALD r ,,, 
r·· .·· 

was very introverted and apJfeared to be slightly "· .. "r: . -· 
crazy. OSWALD mad~· no·. menj:i"''n of an assassination 

,/,'::'·' '. . .::.,/ ,.-,- . ·\ 
a'·' . ': .. ' /:\~·..-::· .·. -') 

plot but kept ~;~~(;Lfng::~~P.:~ point he had to 
. 6' ,- ,.~,':/ <'\ ;::-'~ 

travel to ~-<,.tn1medfat~~1>y. 
s:J V I>' ~' \ <"'':;'~ , 

. n&'~ 39. At this oi_'%~_; h FBI .knowledge, the matter was 

turned over to the Mexican authorities who determined that 

CONTRERAS was indeed at the University of Mexico but only 
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for the years 1959 - ~~0 and that he had been publicly 
-~··>':·,· 

associated in prote-St ~-ctivity for the Student Revolutionary 

Bloc (BER) in January 1$6:1. However, the group ceased . . .. •. · .. 

functioning-: as such- in th'e middle of 19 6 2, and 
-~ 7 . . ··.: ~ 

Oscar ~~fT_RE~~-- wa~_;-rrever one of its leaders. No further 

work is \;~f.J:(~tS'if' in the files on the CONTRERAS allegations. 

Apart from the unsustained claims made by CONTRERAS about .. , 
-. ' 

his own presence at the University, there is an additional 

element that undermines the credibility of his. account:.. 

OSWALD's Spanish, which was barely adequat~'to get him meals 
,.._· .; 

(r ' 

near the hote.l, seems hardly likely to )"l:~Ve permitt~ad him to 
/.{ .·. ' .... 

carry on for an extended period '\vith ~-~~{v~rsi~ .... ~tudent 
'\0 .. -.·· ... :"> 

~'v group. 
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