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Jack -Anderson. 20 January. 1977 Column· 
Ti tJ ed "CIA T;i..-ed to I;alse OsHald Stor:yt• 

Identification of the Mr. X in the 
Anderson Column· .: ''. 

:, .. ; · .. : 

·· ·1. 'The. attached column,- ci t:lng the test.imorry: of a _Mr. ·x,~ 
. alleges that a CIA agent- tried to· link o·s\vald to Cuban intel1i·.,. 
-gence_ officers: ·in Nexico.· There .is, of course, ·no· substance to:. ··.' 
"the.column'.·s a1legatiohs. The co.lumn identifies·the source ·as· ·. _ .. -. 

. Mr. X because o£ attempts ori, his life, .but subseq~ently gives 
... enough infotmat'ion on Mr.-X to _·establish his. identity. . . . . . . . 

2. ·<According to the Ah_~·etsori .c-olumn,". Mr:.:_· X lll'as first met.·: ... 
. -by his CIA co_n:tact in lla·vana befot.,e. ,rela~ ions with U.S. /Cuba· were·. : -, ... : 
·severed-. · Mr. X· had helped to organize bank accountCJ.nts to em _:.·.: .' · 
bezzle Cuban govern~ent funds· to· finance anti-Casi~o~cause~. . 

.. ··.Mr •. X lvas .reportedly'· recruited. by._ a ·:Morris. B:lshop_ (CIA contact),_ · ... ·: ... · 
to:~·p_lan an a.tte·mpt·on~Castro's life .. The.pla-n ·-was>:to ·fire a_ • ·· .. . 

ba-zooka __ from· a_ nea_rhy apartment· bui~,ding lvh~le;:· CastJ;"O· ·_,.;as delfv~1~.-:-. ·_.;_: 
"ing ·one··of his ·marathon· speeches .. -Actordin.g ·to_·.the• Anders·oil ·,:. ·: . ·:: .. 
colunin,' .the.plt1t '"as discovered by--· Castro'·s police and Jl.tr-..• x -"-··.'· 
.escaped to Mia~i~.: .Mr. X.~lio: reportedly tried.~b rissassinate ~ .·: · . 

. ·. ·cast:ro in _Chile. in 19-71 in: lea:gue- '~i th ·the· VE:m'ezuelcfn Lui_s Posada\-.". •· · 
. Carriles, '"ho is·. n01v- bein.g:d.Btained· in Cnrac_as .for the 6 ()ctober 

· Cuhana airline ·bombing .. The Anderson .column ends \vi:th the repo-rt· .. 
. that ·Mr.". X '\ll<_H:kcd._. fen:· CIA until 19 7 3 for· expenses, : htrt ·\\'as. paid 

· $ 2_23, 00_0 ih:cash l)..Y Morris H.ish.op·. J~hen l.1c. H._as t.~TIJli~~ted~.- ... . : 
-_:. -~·· :: . : _:. · .. ' •, . ... .. ·.·' · .. ' -.: . . . . _-:.;;: ·"\ . .· ·"' .. '• . ~... . . . . ~. . .· ·: .. . . : ,_ . -··. 
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. · :L From t·!J(! above <l"escr.ipt/:i.ori· or f\.!1·. X," it ·is rcasonab!.r 
( ,.:]car' tlwt.~ i\ir. X .is Ant~H1io Carl

1
os VECli\NA Blanch (20l-3129()G): 

VECL\N:\, an a~.;!.;·istant hunk managpT and past prc:s:id.cnt of a tni.h.lic 
accountants 5-s soci n~t. ion. in II a van~,. first conta.c ted Cr!-!...!'--"'....!..!-.....!...!..l~.u..u......_II...J......C......., 
i.n December J:)(j0 \dH~n he asked. tihe .~:OS, .<lt th~lt. time 
to help in an nssassinatio11 plot! ag'tLi.nst Castro. v~.:n~nr---;;:::--r:-::-:r-........,. ......... 
foy visas for ten relatives of the ~our men assigned to kill Castro, 
and ~lso requcs ted four MI 'rifle~ \v'i th adapters for grenades plus 
eight grenades. · The CO!;i did not; encourage VECIANA and subscqtiently 
checke<l..with an Embassy officer ¥ho reported that VECIAN!\ ha<l made 
similar "lvi ld ··eyed" proposals to' him. On 23 November 1961 the 
Nia~i News publi~hed j report of an unsuccessful ~ttempt by Antonio 
VECIANA to kill Castro.· . VECIANA ·reportedly had arranged to· · 
assassinate Castro and Cuban ~iesident Osvaldo Dorticos on 5 October 
-in. Havana, but the. bazooka he .was u~ing ··failed . to fire. ·• 

·. ·~ 

4~ .There ha~ been no A~encf relationship wiih VEtiANA. A.· 
. ·PQA, ·which was gi·anted for ·.his use in para.::mi11 tary affai1..:s in.· 
·Jariua~y 1962, expired i~ NoVember 1962. VECIANA·~as .born on. 
4 October 1935 in Havana .. ·He·. i.vas a member. of;. the People '.s Revo
lutionary "Movement, an. an.ti -Castro gr.oup. in Cuba during':.l96tl.- 61, and 

• was one of the -founders· of· Alpha- 66. A certi f:ied public _accountant 
· ~ .. by tra<;le, VEC~ANA was with. A; I.IL in La Paz i_n "1968-7 2 .. _VECIANA 
· was re~istered in.ISR td ~he.U~S. Army in November 1962 and_ he 

·was tcrml.nated lvi thoi.tt prejudice. in July 1966 .' .· On 23 .July 1962 
. VECIANA wa~ interviewed,· at his request,: by· Mr. •· Harry. Real from: 

... the· DCD Ne\\1". Yorl< office. VECIANA. asked Real". tq arrange~' a mee.ting 
· ''~< with a senior CIA officer to· di s·cuss Alpha·.: 6.6's plans: to ·.assassinate 

Castro and to request CIA's ~ssistance cu~s~1I00,000; 10,000 Cuban 
·pesos; 48 hand grenades).. The.re :is no indica,t.i_on. th<1t. this. request 
was ever .acted upon by. CIA. ·· · · · ·' ., ·o' 

' . . . . . . . -~ 

' : ·~s. In Ap~il,l966 a:LA Division riffi~~;: 
the. alias .John.Livingston, met VECIAI)iA ·in ~et:Tv:~o;LK:~:IJLZ:=IbJ.Lof~ 
~eeting ~as .. arranged by· ~-~~tired:nav~l· offi~er 
who ·had int"ormeu .Ch.ief W D.ivision ,"that he· .had L:-:.1:-:n::-:.r:.o:::::c:r:;-:c·m=a+ .. -::-1-;:;:0:-;:;n:-:-. ·:-;:-o::-.:r.-. -;-":::."aluc 

.. concerning· Cuba .. Whe ir:tved . in New· :Yo:rk·. City f:or the nieet iHg, 
··. -he "\vas introduced by t.o. VECIAN/\.: . He. imme~iately l<l;unchcd . 
. a disctis~sion of· the . . . . tical situation ·and no:tecl ltis· $trong 

fe ·rig·· that·the only. s·olut:ion :l...-as the 'as~assination· of;· C.ast1,co." 
. .:.J. 

( 
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.·dv:j.sed VECt/\NA t.:hat· hc.was in·no posftion:·to.provide·hiin \..iith 
. , .. tancc o·r · CIH.~_ouragc )i.im in· .. iu1 ·_;:r$ sas ;;ina t)pn .. at tempt.: Hnd~ was only

in.te res ted in gathering· .ii~for111at ion \-ih ich ·he:: thought 1.1Yas'' i;:h~ purpose 
.of the meeting.. VECI/\NA· subse<{wcnt.ly said that· his roominate l:cll·x 
· ZABALA,·. a · 'Ul refugee, ·ha<t .excel I en t cont<ic"fs·: in: .~lhiva,n~t. ·.·.it 111a s 
clear t hmvevcr~ · VECIANA l:Jas. attempting to. tise ZABAi.A· poten-
tially· Agency :f:inanc i:LJ. · s·ui)JWrt for )l.i.s.' ·orga_nizci. t ion. . . 
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VECI!\N:\ suggc:~ted th;lt $50 ··ntld be nc.cdcd tn gl~t his 
;lctjv.itics off tlw ground. ind.icafcd t:o VECii\~/\ that· he 

_houlu look i1~to the ZABALA tnw .. cr and tvoultl probabl.y arrange for 
Z;\B/\LA to be contiJctccl in Puerto Rico. 

· 6. There· ~.s no :i.nd1cation in the file that any Agency officer 
in contact ldth VECI/\NA ever used an alias. Morris Bishop. There is 
no Nc;n:r.is Bishop li::::ted in true name in the DDO rolls. There \·:as 
never any·contractual relationship _with VECIANA ·and he was not 

. paid GIA funds.· · 
.... 

·7 .. On J:l Jaijliary 1977 a sanitized copy.of VECIANA's 201 file 
was ·made availabl'e to staffers from the Senate Select Cominittee on 
Intcll~gence. · 

.... 

. . 

s:;.r.;:.'le·d. 
Ra;;n:o:.1d A~ Wa:r;rQq 

Raymond A. Warreri 
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