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:SUBJECTS* _ : TA. Jack Anderson 20 Janualy 1977 Columﬂ‘

Tltled "CIA Iled to Talse Oswald Story"

B. Identlflcat)on of the Ml k in the
' Andcrson Column -

1. The attachcd column 'c1t1n0 the tcstlmonv of a Mr X’\

 ai1eges that .a CIA agent trled to'1ink Oswald to Cuban 1nte111—‘:

-gence officers 'in Mexico.  There .is, of course, mno- substance to: - St
-the column's allegations. The column 1dent]f1es the Sou1ce,a<

A “Mr. X because of attempts on his l1life, but subsequently glves
’..enough 1nformatmon on Mr X to establlsh hlS 1dent1ty

2 Accordlng to. the Anderqon column Mr. X was erst net

by his CIA contact in Havana before. 1eldt10n< with U.S./Cuba were

-severed. “Mr. X had helped to organize bank accountants to em=:" .

bezzle Cuban government funds- to- finance anti-Castro.causes.

. Mr. X was .reportedly recruited. by ‘a.Morris Bishop (CIA contuct),;_;ﬁ;

to plan an- attempt -on: ‘Castro's life.- .The plan was to fire a L
bazooka from a nearby apartment: bu11d1ng while. Castro was dcl:xer

ing one:of his marathon speeches. -According to -the: Anderson

. ~column,’ the. plot was ‘discovéred by:Castro's police and Mr.:X
Aescaped to Miami. . Mr. X. also reportedly tried to assassinate .

" Castro .in Chile in 1971 in: league. with the Venezueldn Luis Posdda
.Carriles, who is: now belng detained in Caracas for the 6 October

Cubana alrllnc ‘bombing. The Anderson . column ends’ with the repoxt

“that -Mr. X-worked for CIA until 1973 for expenscs, ‘Ut ‘was pdld

:f ?253 000 1n Lash by Morris Blshcp uhcn ho was t01mtnated
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3. Frow the above dcacxlpthon ol Mr. X, 1t is 7Cd\0nub’

Jlears that dr. X is Antonio Carlos VECIANA Blanch (201.- 51&906) ‘
VECLANA, an ﬁsai tant bank manag‘ and past president of a public

accountants dssociation in HNavana, first contacted CIA in Havana a2
in becember 1960 wheén he asked thc £0S, .at that time
to help in an assassination plotlagdlnst Castro. VECTANA asked
" for visas for ten relatives of the four men assigned to kill Castro,
and also requested four MI 11fle€ with adapters. fox grenades plu»
cight ganadox The C0S did not:encourage VECIANA and subsequently
checked with an Embassy officer who 1ep01ted that VECIANA had wade
“similar "wild-eycd” proposals to' him. On 23 November 1961 the
Miami News published a report of an unsuccessful attempt by Antonio
VECTANA to kill Castro. VECIANA reportedly had arranged to
assassinate Castro and. Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos on 5 October,
Ain, Havana, but the. bazooka he was using-failed to fire.:

"4. fhero has been no Agency rclatlonshlp w1th VEClANA At‘

" POA, which was granted for his use in para“ ‘military affairs in

‘JanUary 1962, explrcd in November 1962. VECIANA was .born on

4 October 1935 in Havana. He 'was a member of . the People's Revo-
“lutionary Movement, an.anti-Castro group. in ‘Cuba during-.1966-61, and
“was one of the founders. of- Alpha-66. A certified publlc accountant
by trade, VECIANA was with A.I.D: in La Paz in 19068-72. "VECTANA

"~was reglstered in. ISR to6 ‘the U.S. Army in November 1962 and he

‘was terminated without preJudlce in. July 1966. . On 23 July 1962
"VECIANA was interviewed, at his request,: by Mr. Harry. Real from

the: DCD New. York office. VECIANA asked Real" to arrange’ a meeting
-with a senior CIA offlcer to discuss Alpha-66's plans to assassinatc
Castlo and to request CIA's assistance (U.S$.$100,000; 10,000 Cuban .

pesos; 48 hand grenades). Fhele is no Jndlcatlon that.thls requhst
‘was. ever: acted upon by LlA _j ].‘ - w~¢&$ﬂ-u'_ s ,
’"5.' In Ap?]] 1966 a. LA DlViSJOH offlcer uqtnﬂ'

the alias -John. Livingston, met VECIANA in. New YGTE City—_Thenl
. meeting was.arranged by a'retired . naval off:celj

who "had 1nformed Chief, WH Division -that he: had 1n101mat10n 0% ValUC
~.concerning Cuba. Whe arr:vcd in Neéw- York City %or the meeting,
- ‘he was introduced by to VECIANA.: . He. 1mmcdlately launched
‘a discussion of the twoamporztical. sltudtxon and noted his- %txon&
fCelan'thdt the only solution ‘was thc assas$ination of: Castro."
adv1scd VI(IANA that he ‘was .in no- position-to provide him w1th
STStance or cncuuxdgc him in an- dssasStndtjon athmpt and was only”
1ntcrcsted in gatheving: 1nf01mat10n which he’ thought wass the purpose
of the meeting. VECIANA: subscqucntl) said ‘that. his: roommate Felix

ZABALA -a_Cuban refugee, had excellent contacts. in. Havana. -It was
clear‘to however, - VECTANA was, attempting to use ZABALA potcn—
“tially t Agcncy FLndnc1a1 support 101 h1s 01ﬁan17atlon
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VIECTANA sugpested that §50 G0 aconld be nceded to got his
tactivities off the ground. indicated to VECIANA that he
would look into the ZABALA matter and would pronahlv arrange for
ZABALA to be contacted in Puerto Rico,
, 6. There-is no indication in the fllc that any A5any OfflLCT
‘1n contact withy VECIANA ever used an alias Morris Bishop. There is
20 Morris Bishop listed in true name in the DDO rolls. There was
never any'uontxdctuai relationship w1th VECIANA ‘and he was not
’.pald CIA funds. - : : ‘ - : -

7. .On 11 Jdnualy 1977 a sanitized copy: of VFCTANA'S 201 {110
was made. anlldth to staffels from the Sunate ubleCL Commlttee on
Intelllgence._ e -
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