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·..,.------....:.._ __________ -.--... ·-·-
3 June 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 
: . . 

SUBJECT:. 

'REFERENCE: 

.• . . . . . 

Deputy Inspector General . . 
.... . .. 

Sta·t~me~t .by Benton. ·H. ~fizones concerning. ~ 
~i:s assignment Bolivia ·in 1967 and·· his role ··. · .. 
in the capture ·of Ernesto· "Che'' GUEVARA. 
de ·la Serna· 

Memo date429.Mayl975 

. 1. The unde~signed met with Benton H •. Mizone~,· contract 
employee, . on 2 and 3 June .t.o obtai~ his story about his 
assignment t·.o Bolivia in 1967.- This query is. based· upon ref 
intervielt, during which Mizo:r.es -menti.oned that he· had re
:transmitted an order from Colonel Joaquin Zenteno_ Anaya, 

'Commander of the s·th Division of the Bolivian Army,. to a· . 
Bolivian sergeant·, which resul~ed ·in the execution of Ernesto 

· ·~che" GUEVARA de la Serna, Cuban leader of t·he. guerrillas then 
·~p_erating .in Bolivi~ • 

• 
-2. Mizones said that his assignment came abou:t after ·an · ' 

intervielt~ held in Miami ±n June or July. o·f 1967, at which time 
he \'las a:;case of~icer working for the Mia~i office. .He had . 
been selected for . the job intervielt~_· because: of his para-
military training and erience. He l<~as asked if he l~Yould 
agree to,serve with a fellow Cuban •. He 
acce ted~ He was to e was o go to Bolivia ·with .. 

here they would be engaged in·training intelligence 
the 2nd Ranger Battalion'of the Eighth Division o£ 

the. Bolivian Army. · He was also told that he an 
would be· assigned to the-2nd Ranger. Battalion as'--a:crnso:rs-' 
and wo-uld be based in the town of Esperanza. While. in Mhuni, 
he an were given briefings about the·poli'tical and 

. guerr ion in ·Boliv-ia, and he was iven a refresher 
course in commurdcations. Mizones and lvere told 
that there were strong indications tha was leading 
the guerrillas. Among the instructions given ~hem \vas a clear 
one that in the event that the Bolivian Army captured Guevara., 

·-they should do everything possible "to kee:p him alive." 

· 3. They· 't~Yere introduced to their future case officer . 
. in Washington, \~tho l'las to be in liaison 't~Yi th the Bo.livian 

forces in·Santa Cruz. 
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4. Prior to their departure, both.Mizones arid 
ticre issued false U.S. · . ermi ts· in the names~:-o-=-:r.....---....... 

W1$iWNB and respectively ... ·These t.;ere 
received in New ior to their departure on 
30 July for La Paz on a Braniff Airline flight. Their case 
officer had preceded them an~ met them on 31 J.uly at 7. a.m. 

:at. the La Paz· airport.· M~zones believes 'that Bolivian visas· 
11ere stamped i.n their re-entry permits·.. . · . . · 

The nd another American ·took them to 
mee to whom they l'lere introduced as 

. · expe . . guerrJ. a war are. He issued each a personal card 
·in .\.;hich .. 1-tere hand1.rri tten ·his instructions to all civilian. 
and military officials that they be given full suppo.rt •.. At 
ten that morning, they met General Ovando, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Bolivian Armed (It tll'asri' t until about a month 
later that Mizones met in Santa Cruz.)· While in 

no new instruc 1ons were issued to them about their 
'-:-. -=m=J.-=s-=s7l-=o-=-'n. After about a t'ieek there,. they· tiere flolll'n to .Santa 

.. Cruz de la Sierra for a. fel'l. days and· introduced to Colonel 
Joaquin Zenteno Anaya,. Commander of the. Eighth Division. 
Zenteno arranged for Captain· "Poppie" Shelto~, the American 
.officer in charge of the military mission training. the 2nd 
Ran ~r B.attalion, · to come to .santa ·cr·uz to meet l\lizones and· 

They 11ere also introduced to Maj oz: .Arnalda Saucedo, 
~~~~~e Bi hth Division .. After 3 or·4 days in.Santa Cruz, 

Mizones. and ent to La· Esperanza,. li'here they lvere · 
quarte~ed a · e o vian officers' ·compound •. In La Esperanza · 
they met Major Ayiroa, the Commander ·of the 2nd Ranger Battalion, 
and·· Captai;n Gari. Prado. . 

; __ _ 

... 

6·.. · Prior to: their departure from La Paz 11 Mizones and 
r=------~ ere issued Bolivian uniforms and credentials as 

ap a s in the Bolivian Army. · Nevertheless, they did not 
· ·r.eceive Bolivian Army· insignia. Later, Mizones l'tfas given by 
· Major _Saucedo a Bolivfan tri-color cap-insignia 1-1hich he l'iore 

(escarapela). Mizones an~ ~iere issued Smith abdW5son 
7 double-actioh automatic pistol§. During :their activities as in:.. 
· structors ana: aavlsors they assumed the role of Bolivian .. · · 

officers, although they t'lere knmm ·as foreign advfsors to a 
nwnber of Bolivian officers·.... (Mizones ·said that he learned later 
that .t · .Ambassador had prohibited anyone other than 
he and from·becoming involved in the anti-guerrilla. 
activi e field.)· · 

7. · Despit~ their app.rent status as.BQlivian .officers, 
· Mizones said ·:that they never t'/ere given ord·ers by higher- . 

ranking. Bolivian officers (One e.xception to this rule tias the 
order l~hich Colonel Zenteno issued to Mi4ones. on the day of · 
Guevara's exoc4tion, if .Miz.ones story is t.o be believed.) 
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8. Mizones 1-ras assigned to Santa Cruz. and was 
assigned to La Esperanz3, where the latter con of 
the intelligence training. As time went by, Mizones~ own 
duties gravitated to becoming basically those of an adyisor • 

.. He ·said that his case officer was aware of and oved of this 
· development. Amo~g the things l'lhich Mizones an · · 
.. attemp.ted to accomplish was the preservation of of: 

captured guerrillas.~ for the collection of intelligence ·about 
the guerrilla's locations, as well as for humanitarian reasons. 

· Mizqnes said that he: save·d the life of Jose Castillo· Chavei, . 
. traveling for that purpose to Vallegrande from Santa Cruz, 
where· he spoke briefly to Castillo at·· the Nuestra Senora· de 

· Ma·lta Hospital •.. At ·this time Mizones. learned of the intent 
of Colonel Selic}\ of the Rangers, .. to. have the prisoner ex'ecuted • 

. · )fiz_ones prevai~ed. on Major Saucedo and· Gene:r:al· La Fuente. to 
. take his· side. The prisoner lias flolm to Vallegrande where . 
· Mizones ·covered all medical costs and tarried out a two-111eek · 
interrogation. The resulting twenty-page interrogation report. 
provided the Bolivians with a .complete concept of.the 

.. guerrilla's .strategy, which. turned out·. to be the k-ey to 
Guev~ra' s capture, according to .Mizones. ·This report l'ias 
attributed by the Bolivians ·to ·be from .their Oll1n people .. 

9 •. This. important developmen-t·was followed. by an 
encounter in .la-te .September betl'feen a unit· led by a Lt .. Galindo 

. and .the remnants of _the guerrillas •. During· this· action, a Cuban 
.lieutenant named Miguel;· ·the Bolivian Coco Pereda;. and a . · . 
Bolivian physician named Jose Gutierrez Ardaya were killed .• 
Mi·zones. travelled ·by jeep to Pucara,· where. the· -bo?-ies ~l.'lere 
located, .. and through the information he had learned ·from 
Castillo·, he lias able to establish· that the· men were from 
Guevara's. forward- element. Upon his return to Santa Cruz,. 
:Mizones advis·ed Colonel Zenteno. t·hat the 2nd Range.r .Battallion 
sho~ld be immediately deploy~d, with'the remaining ~wo ·weeks 
of their trai~ing cancelled. Zenteno accepted this advice· 
and the· Rangers were moved to Pucara, a:nd the·Headquarters· of 
the Eighth Division were moved to Vallegrande. Mizones 
continued in-his advisory role, suggesting·areas for troop 
deployment as well as the deployment of the intelligence 
.teams~ On the.Jth of October, ccintact was established with 
Guevara • s remaini forces. (At this. time Mizones \vas• in 
.va~legrande a in.Esperanza.)· On the 8th, Major 
·Saucedo .reporte over radio that 11 the ~hie£" had been 
captured'. Mizones then flel'i over the area in a PT-6 carrying 
with him a PRC-~0 radio with which he was .able to communitate 
with the Bolivian forces. He then confirmed that Guevara \tas · 
"th·e chief" l.iho had been captured. He returned to Vallegrande 
li~ere he told . Col. Zenteno that Guevara had. been l>:ounded and. 
cap~ured. · 

T 

.. · ::·· 



: .... -· ·-... .,...- ... -:--- .. . . , .. 
(· 
.-) 

.. 

.- ! ' . :··_:; 

T. 
-4-

10. That· day Major Sellth .. \ota.s sent to Higueras to 
· int.errogate ·the guerrilla. prisoners and assem~led the 
. captured documents.· Since Colonel Ze.nteno \.;as ·p~an..'1ing to fly 
by helic.opter to f:{iguerns on the 9th,. ~Iizonos. asked him on .· 
the evening of the. 8th if he~ could accompany him to .. interrogate 
Guevara. Zent·eno consulted· his staff and agreed. (The ·•· .. 
helicopter ha·d rootn _only ·.for a pilot a;nd· two assen 
Mizones. prepared a 100-l.;ord message to th 
in co· de· reporting . Guevara's capture· and as"K .. J.i:nn;grtru!r't--aifl"-:6mloa 
representative .be sent to .the area to preV.ail·upon the 

·:Bolivians·to spare Guevara's life, since he did not.believe 
that he could succeed in .doing.so. This message was prepared 
for the· scheduled 10 a.m. ·transmission of 9 October~· .and 
was not transmitted to. -t;he relay point in Asuncion, Paraguay, 
until about 10:30 a.m., after Mizones arrived in Higueras 
and $et up.· his radio· transmitter an R~-48 .• . . 

• • 0 

11. Zenteno, Mizones and the pflot, .Nino de Guzman;· set 
.out by helic·opter from .Vallegrande at 7.:~5 a.-m. on the 9th,· 

· and arrived in Higueras .. at ·about 7':40 a.m. Mizones accompanied 
.zenteno and Major Ayiroa when they visited Guevara in the 
school room · .. lihich 'lias .his improvised· jail. Guevara lV'OUl~ 
not answer Zenteno when spoken .to •. He was bound, hand and foot, 
and: had a leg weund. . . . . . . : . 

12. Mi.zon~·s and Major. Selich then ·revielt~ed the captur~d 
documents an_d Mizones obtained permission .. from Selich to · 
photograph all the papers; including Guev·ara' s diary, and also . 
Selich's permission to retain the original accommodation 
addresses.found. · 

1.3. \'lhile Zenteno and all the othe·r Bolivian officers · · 
(with the exception of a Lieutenant Perez) wer~·outside·o£ 

· the village attending to other military affairs., Mizones · 
. remained· in Higueras as the highest ranking "Boli:\rian ·Qf'ficer" . 
. In· this capacity he answered a·call received·on·the military . 
field telephGne and answered as Captai · He was given 
the code numbers 500 and 600 as orders·w l.C were to be 
implemented by command o~ "higher·· auth9ri ties". . He said that 
the connection was· not. cl:ear and he could not recognize the 
voice but it could have been that of Major Saucedo. In any 
case, Mizones said that. since it was a line only available · 
to the military he \t~as confident that it \>Jas order re ... 
transmitted through military channels. He said that he kne\'1 
that 500 referred to Guevara, 600 to the lvord execute and 
700 to the preservation· of Guevarra '.s life. These simple 
codes had been identified to him previously .. · 

·-------------. 
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14. Upo:n Z€:mteno 's ·return, Mizortes told him of the 
message '\nd zenteno took it as an a1.1thentiC: order and mad-e 
no effort to have it confirmed. Nizones asked if G~evo.rais 
l~.fe could be preserved s~nc·e he had these ins.truttions. 
Zente:no replied tluit his oHn position ·"tvoU.ld be placed in 
j eopatdy if he did not. c,omply. Mizo:nes asked bim to make -
the attempt anyw·ay. (~Iizones believes that Zenteno had .. 
already re.signed himself to the inevitabilityof GQev?.z:o.'s 
execution.) . Zen ten~ said that he \vas in sympathy with Mizones' 
wish but that it lias not in his .pm'/er t(l reverse the order. 
He tol4JMizones that he ".vas ,veli a.wa.re of the. trea tmertt \vhich · 
Fidel .had meted. out to Cubans a.nd told him to execute Guevara 
l.n any mc:~.:ruJ.er which he might choose. zenteno said tho.t he .. 
·ha.d· t;C> i~ave for Vallegr<:Lnde at 10: 00 a.m. and l'lould send 
a helicopter bac;:k to pick up Guevara,' s 'body" at 2 p .m:., ancl 
"as a friend'', asked that the bocly be -ready-. Mizones 
reitet?-ted his request that the order be appealed and Zenteno 
agreed to make the attempt, and said he would advise i£ he 

.._loter.e suc:c:essful. 

15. · Failing a c:ou.nter-manding q£ the order and a,s the 
senio:r "]3olivian officer" left in Higu.era,s, Hizones said he 
was left l>~i th the implementation of the. e::-ceci.Ition. After · 
Zenteno J_eft, ~lizones ,.,as able to talk to Gueva.:ra, who 
identified Mizones either as a. Puerto Rican. or a. Cuban 

:·liorking for u.S. :i.nte1l:igence. He ~aid.hemade this jlJdgrnent 
on the b~J:sis of the questions asked .and o.n .Miz.ones' accent. · 
While Mizones lofa;;. \vith Guevara~ shots \vere fired i:n adjoining 
rooms and Mizo~es later detern1ined that these involved the 
~xecution of t\'IO oth~r prisoners. . Recognizing these shots 
for ,.,hat they liet'e, ·nevertheless, Guevara blanch eel l>~hen 
Mizones confirmed that he too would be executed; although 
later. composing himself. · · · 

16. After le<:lit:i.ng Guevara, Mizones 'told a .sergeant ·of 
the order to execute Guevara and entrusted the mission to him. 
He was told .to fire belo1.v the head. The otder lias given to 
the sergeant at 1:00 p.m. ·and filizones heard the shot.::; fi;red. 
t~.t G-ueVara at 1-:20 p.fu. At 2.:00 p.m., the helicopter returned 
to Higueras.. A :Father Shiller performed the last rites and 
Guevara's remains were strappedto one of the helicopter's 
skids and 1-:Iizones accompanied them to Val :Leg-rande, 1vhere 
th.ey landed at 2:30 p.m. · ~Iizone:;; sc:Licl that he lost himself 
u.ick in the cro\vd gathe:red at the airport, bl1t that 

~~~~---'_took charge of the remains anci was photographed. 
ones said that the title o£ the photograph, whic:h <1 ec:Lred 

in the pr:ess, gave an incorrect identification o 
the na~e Nizones used, 
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. 17. r;1iz:ones said }le reported the executions to ~!aj or 
Sauced,q and the .Chief o£ Operatj.ons, a ~raj or Gu tietrez:, 
a,nd ther1 Has taken l:)ack to ident:i..£}' tl1etfodtQ-o-E--th~-,thrce _ 
execute;;! guerrillas~ · They then drove to . Santa Cruz· \d-th the 
documents> films and equipment and then fle~ to La Paz~ 
Where Nizohes contacted his case officer. He was takeh to : 
a home 1ih~:re'~~t-h__ . -and other Americ::a:l1s 1'i'ere briefed by . 
'hin. Everything w he had beert able to retaiQ ~as turried 
in· then to be c<;rried by a special courier to l'iashington. 
Nizones then flet" back t.o Santa Cruz t·ihe:re a C-13 ord d. 
by General Porter, CINCSOUTH, was to p:i.ck him and 
up for a: ~light to the Canal Zone. This plane a:r 
a flat tire on the lOth or 11th. The U~.S. Missio 
a C~S4, ~~as -then flot•n to- santa Cruz a,nd ·he and · 
were flown ba..ck to :La Paz. Afte:r overnighting te;_,e-.r:-::e-.. _-,-.~a=n .... other 
c~ 13 0 c.arried them to Pana.m.ci. l't'}Jere Mizo]les 'WaS a!5ked. to 
relate his star General Porter. After 2 weeks i,n P<;nama, 
Mizone!s an ,.,~te dotum?nted as GS,..l6s so tha.t they 

.. .cot~ld boar . oked military flight tq Ch~rlotte, 
South Carolina. After their at'riva.l ther~, they journeyed 
to :fvliami, l-ihere Nl.z;ones briefed Gene:ral Cushman. (fvlizones 
belieVes that in both high-level br:i.efi:r1gs be mentioned his 
ow~ p~r~drta~ role in the e~ecution_bf Gu~va.ra.} ' 
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