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tigationa of all typea. The. .
Ty limited and he appears

‘bf‘a four-story building

R ; ) 4'Office. " He 1left his Balter Building
’ addres_s on Bt ’-Chgrles Street about eight or nine months
" 'ago, ; He had occupied two rooms on the fourth f£loor of

. a four-story ‘bui].ding, “Jocated ina comnercial section’

" ‘which now houses” ma.ny United States Government offices.
Mg general business reputation is good but it appears
that his business is not very sound. His business was
incorporated on 21 January 1958. He is President and

; T;O shares of stock and his wife is Vice~President,
owning 10 sheres., The Secretary-Treasurer at the time
of incorporation was Joseph A. OSTER who owns 20 shares.
A Dun and Bradstreet report reflected that Guy Beeew
hired one investigator, Vernon GERDES, and the company
was not & financial success.’ 4 lien has been placed.
on the ‘company and NSF {not. sufficient funds) checks
have been returned. Four confidential informants were
interviewed, They advised Guy B---- was suspended from
his position as Assistant Superintendent of the New Or-
leans Police Department because he was involved in a
downtown bar incident, He was accused of being drunk
and of pulling a gun in public. There were many con-
flicting stories and favorable and derogatory newspaper
articles pertaining to the incident. Guy Bew-=-=ig

-=gcontinuede«

the present time, His ofﬁcez.”

of the city and across “theé street from the Masonic Templé
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background information pertaining to Guy B--w--,

denﬁylmeri an which:iam
T ‘a'whose edito

on

12,000 “and 1. X
accounts ‘which were eventnal]y pa.id. A credit report .
on Vernon GERDES reflected that he was “employed for an
insurance . ‘company and had been an investigator for the .' R
SUBJECT company and other investigation firms.  The Re- s -
tail Credit Company files contained additional back- - : .
ground information on both Joseph OSTER and Vernon GERDES,

Police records were checked in the name of Ouy Bes=me,

Joseph OSTER and Vernon GERDES with negative resulis.

Herewith attached are Exhihits 1 thru @ which contain
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¢ ment.:” Prior to ﬂxis_fa‘ppointment SUBJEGT
FBI Agent end ha,d‘_fretired' after 20 years! service.

- £OT the purpose of clean- :
W ‘been ‘accused of being
Ty good - :reputation as an

1t "police ‘¢ ‘rﬁcial who 'had ‘done an excellent
P clea ) the “department wmtil he got himself in -
uble during the Mardi Giras in March.1957. At that time e
was accused .;pf be:tng drunk ‘and’ starting ‘a fight in a. New 01‘-
]eans bar in the French Quarter. i el el

. The Police Department conducted an 5.nvestigat:|.on of this !
incident which received a great deal pf publicity in the news- :
papers. Many conflicting stories were circulated about this ,i
incident. One was that the Police Department had framed, or ﬁ
railroaded, the SUBJECT in order to get rid of him because he
was getting too close to the top men who were responsible for
the graft and corruption in the New Orleans Police Departznent.

The New Orleans Crime Comnission defended the SUBJECT as did

|

!

many other prondnent groups in the area. Newspaper articles ‘
' !

!

i

relating to the incident carried many conflicting stories of
witnesses. One story was that the SUBJECT had been drinking
and had at 1east been indiscreet in ha.nd]ing the incident
which arose. ‘Since the SUBJECT was a prominent police official
with a job requiring a great deal of tact and discretion, it
was hard to belleve that a person in his position, if he had
been sober, would have caused the adverse publicity which he

received.

) I.I-l? stated that after SUBJECT was suspended from the'

Police Department he purchased a newspaper, the Herald, a weekly

paper published in Gretna, louisiana, which he ran for over a-
. . year. When he was its owner the newspaper and the SUBJECT were
: - . sued for defaming the Universal Dﬁlling - Company, and one of 1ts

H
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" Qeaiis, ovl s ana, which reports the  soquittal of STRJECT . »

T EARS

" believed SUBJECT had to sell it because of finsncial

" own’investigative agency which bore his mame, 'and at the
~'present time it is believed he is operatdng this agency.

‘principal etocldlolders, ‘Levls J ROUSSEL This aJJ.eged

£~_1"A__‘defamation aphinst~bhe—SYBJECT. . received a great deal of :
: Anotoriety in the local mewspapers. (See attached Exhibit M

#1772 newspaper article from the Times-Picayune,. New Or-

bh this charge).‘ coe el
stz "“"v?’-}& . 5. - . .-_4 e o eaw

.Lfter runni.ng the newspaper for over a year it was

- ,.-» - . ;‘ P © e Bt S

difficulties. After selling the’ paper he started hisg ™

From newspaper articles LI-17 had the impression that this

| businiess, Tun by SUBJECT, riight not be completely aucces*,cul.

:"'"f In recent years SUBJECT has agsociated himself with:

kéilt COURTNEY, editot of the Independent Ameérican), s

national publication which represents States Rights and
which is extremely right wing.in policy and appears to be
dedicated to the proposition of preserving white supremacy.
In the course of its promlgation of extreme views it has
used nany unethical means., ILI-]Z stated that the people

" who have been connected with this Independent American

have criticised the Supreme Court to the point of demandibg
that all of the Justices resign because they were unethical,
1I-17 advised that this organization, known as the Independent

American Citizens'! Council, is militantly against desegregation, -

1I-17 stated he did not know in what capacity SUBJECT was connected
with this organization, ILI-17 had seen the SUBJECT at many of

their meetings and for all he knew SUBJECT might have been hlred e
by them to conduct investigations for them, : e

1I-17 stated ever since SUBJECT has had some connection

_with this extremely right-wing radical group people have be-

come concerned about whether ,OF not he would use information,
gained when he was with the N% Orleans Police Department, to
further the cause of this right-wing element.

Another person SUEJECT has associated himself with is S
Leander PEREZ, District Attorney for the Plaquemine Parish,’ o
This individual is extremely right wing in his. political
thinking and has sufficient power that he can dictate whether
or not a person can vote, It is a known fact that he has
denied the negroes in his parish the right to vote,
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" had ‘been 4 [ man forhover twenty years, and
"had "béen Special Agent in’ Chi’ggggé;‘maﬁe it easy for one to

e When SUBJEOT first 'book over his duties at the Police
Department he proved to be a capable administrator and he
instituted many procédures which were beneficial to the
Department. After SUBJECT had been in the Police Depart- = .

ment about a year he apparently began to believe some of .
the favorable newspaper publicity which he received and :
it was common knowledge that on many occasions he falled

to follow the orders from his superior, Provosty DAIRIES, :

SUBJECT began to question, or take opposite sides on - s 4

e fwﬁ&,ih)n_wéi-ﬁt;, I

policies set up by his supenor, and to differ with the
views of Mayor HORRISON

on ma:ny occasions SUBJECT was invited to be a guest
speaker at various organizations, such as Young Business~
mens' Group and the American legion. Somg of his speeches
made before these groups were critical of the city admin-
istration and the Police Department, These criticisms did
not help the SUBJECT and alienated many of his former friends.

S

. R-i stated when SUBJECT had the difﬁculty at the
Absinthe House Bar in March 1957 a complete investigation
was conducted; and statements were taken of over 50 wit-
nesses present at the bar at the time of the incident..
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- and pushed him hard enough to.cause two buttons on the

The majority of these witnesses stated SUBJECT had been
drinking and he appeared to be intoxicated. Testimony
also revealed SUBJECT grabbed the bartender by the jacket

jacket to bresk loose. Some witnesses stated SUBJECT
pulled out his gun and some denied it. There was also
sufficient testimony that SUBJECT had engaged in une
necessary altercations at the bar. 'Any one of these
allegations would be sufficient grounds for suspension
from the Police Depariment.

On li March 1957 Superintendent of Police DAYRIES

* suspended the SUBJECT, but on 1 June 1957 SUBJECT was

re-instated in the Police Department. His administrative
powers were deleted and he was -given-the -job-of-Planning
Officer and the duties of investigating Commmnistic act-
ivities in the New Orleans area., SUBJECT kept this job
for about two days and was then discharged on the grounds
of #nsubordination. It appears that the SUBJECT had
failed to take orders from his superior, Superintendent

DAYRIES.

R-z stated that he personally had a great deal of
respect for the BUJBECT but he felt the SUBJECT had be-
come egotistical and domineering, and wanted the top
position in the New Orleans Folice Department and was not

interested in keeping the #2 job.

R-‘z’ stated that since leaving the Police Department
SUBJECT had purchased and operated a newspaper in Gretna
but had been forced to sell it because of financial ‘
difficulties. SUBJECT then started his own investigating
agency which he operates at the present time. When he
started this agency he hired Joseph OSTER, Jr, a former
New Orleans Folice Officer,

.
On 12 September 1960 Confidential Informant R-Y, in
charge of an investigative agency, was interviewed.

2
R-Y stated he has known of the SUBJECT about five
years., When SUBJECT was Assistant Superintendent of
Police he had done a very commendable job, Apparently
SURJECT was an honest person who did everything in his
pover to clean up the graft and corruption in the New
Orleans Police Department. When his investigation came
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vgtant ﬁntendent of the New Orlea.ns Police De’ e
ent, . From reading about the incident at the Absinthe
stated he was of the opimion that thig in=
eﬁ blown up .out_ ofjproportion by the pub]ic,

T ‘his 'position' It appeared tha£ the™. "
get‘bing o0 -¢lose to. the ‘bosses of the police

his suspension.

CREDIT 3

At New arlea.ns, Louisiana:

“Ton 9 Beptember 1960 Mrs. Betty ENC:ELBRACHT, secretary
at the New Orleans Credit Bureau, 333 St. Charles, made
available a report, dated 1 April 1957, in the name of the
SUBJECT which contained the following informations

SUBJECT has been known to the files since February
1955, He was born on 7 March 1901, is married to Mary
and they have one daughter. As of 15 January 1955 he was
employed by the New Orleans Police Department as Assistant.
Superintendent of Police and earns approximately $750 a
month., He resides at 6161 Canal Boulevard, New Orleans,
He is well regarded as to character, habits and morals,




P 4 . : 3 : 3
by the Alglers Pnbm Service but this statement was, not
further explained, ‘ :

POLICE (CRDERAL AND SUBVERSIVE RECORDS) H
At New Orleans Inuisiana

oo 12 September 1960 the records of the New Orleans
Police Dgpartment were checked in the name of SURJECT with
negative results.  The records were also negative in the names

cf Mary Woieeey Joseph A, OSTER Vernon GERDES and Kent COURTNEY.

At New Orleans," Tovisianas

On 9 September 1960 Mr. Ray TAYIOR, an employee at
Dun and Bradstreet, L};2 Canal Street, made available a
report, dated 5 February 1960, which contained the follow-
ing information about the SUBJEGT- :

Gruy ) - SR Associates , Inc., Room h3h Balter Building,
Lol St. Charles, New Orleans, is a Louisiana corporation
chartered 21 Jamary 1958, Authonzed capital is 500 shares
with no par value stock.-

R T
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varioné]y ‘employed in the ‘New Orleans area, and Fron
18 1951’})5 was employedbyﬂhrysler inm
1952 to 195h he ope

¢ f_ Secretary-Treasuzér‘o :

“ The Coxporation operates a private detective agency
on a fee basis. Operations are conducted from quarters -

in a large brick office ‘building, located:in’ ‘the down- -

town' commercial area. Recent attempts to contact the '

offlcers of the Coxporation have been unsuccessf'ul.

_ Th:Ls COrporation has been in Operation aince January
1958 but in the opinion of authorities consulted, opera-
tions, especially in recent months, have not been con=-
ducted along successful lines, "Altho detailed operating
figures have not been available in outside quarters, the
opinion of authorities consulted is that the volume at
present is limited and the two officers who reportedly
own all of the outstanding stock are credited with earning
a small living, at best, from the business. The Corpora=-
tion has a few huddred dollars in fixtures and equipment.
Cash, if any, is limited and outside investigation reveals
that during recent months some NSF (not sufficient funds)
checks have been issued,

A check of Orleans Parish Court reveals that in 6
November 1959 the State of Louisiana filed a tax lien
against Guy B---- Associates, Inc., in the amount of $393.
The lien is still outstanding. .The Corporation has a '
‘ 'slmv pay:_ng record. s - :

ey




{(m 9 Sevterizer 1960 the articles c¢i incorporation of
the n7 Deew= lscociates, Ine., locatec at the Tivil [is-
trict Court, werc reviened ond rcilected tle followinse

e e mntt T e

CorrToration 1.eN€: il @ s s, JInc,

(Mects and rrrnoses
l. T2 cororel ‘sr-ce’f* cticne into cnravﬂal and

ciil courloivts for the wrrrose of asserilins
irnior on for others 1c1 .tut to exﬂsting or
tireatened wron-s ro TCY80N, Proverty. or rey-
vtetiors; tre existen «ce, identity, chareccter
loreltr, cetivity anc standing of individvals,
fira or association; and the wrocurement of
factusl dete resessery to-the-nreservation and
erjormernt of indivicurels and entities of their
Jeuful rishts.

2. To estevlish erc waintain retail dealers rro-
tection and ervlovee e1‘a11- tion services
3. o conduct svrvews of rthveiesl riants and

o

¢
L:le’-'s nrs for ite eate: _:Ls‘zr ¢t oi nrotective

rgteme which vill cuerl z 2inst trespassers
.cI miscrearts ol whetever luind,

m

ﬂ)

4

4. ‘o e-sta’c}icb end raintain puerd services,
wrifor ed and not uvniiorred.

5. 7o comduct rurlic opinion polls; consumer
oplnlon polls end such other tyre end kinds of
incuiries as may be recessary to properly advise
clients in public relations activities.

Location and post office adcress of its reristered office
is 7059 irconne Street, lew C’:‘le ns 24, lovisiena,

The fvll names and post oifice addresses of its registered
arents are:

Gy Fememmemw-, 7059 ireconne Street, llew Crleans, la.
Jdoseph A. USTIE, 66€3° Uorian Street, " i

Authorized shares of stock: 500
Amount of paid-in capitel with which the Corporstion shall
begdn is 1000 which will te peid in cash,

Q
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The irst lirectors and ificers ares .
‘ Sheres

Fresident S s
ice-Fres, rary o, C Elc
Secv-ireas, Joserh 4, (Svi? 20

Avove sirmes by Jiliian J, ifHsiY, Loteory Fudlic, on 21
Janver— 1058 at 1:15 .o,

L checl: of the liens {iled egainst bee~=--e= Associates,.

Inc, at the Civil Tistrict Zovrt at -iew Crleans reflected
the following:

Re: The State of lovisiane rarish of Orleans, ity
of I'ew Crleans, ierartrent of iabor, Nivision
of erinrloyment securitr, Zezton Tovee, lovisiane,
grginst (Y Newewe—e issccictes, 1nc,

The vlaintiff placed o lien on defendent's
proverty for 293.C7%, rlus interest of . 19.71,
which is amount cdre in rrincipal as contribu-
tions on employment covering the period be-
mrning 1 July 1°ES end ending 30 June 1959,

Amount owed to Tivision of inployment, Security,
of the lepartment of labor,

Iien recorded 6 iovember 1959,

- lortgare Tecord Dook 1953, pagze 237, at the
Crleens lerish, Civil fistriet Court, ilew
vrieans, lovisiena,

Cn 9 Sertemver 19€0 this izent conducted 2 survey of
the facilities located at Room L3L, Zalter "ilding, LO2
St. Clharles. It vas learned that Zoowm 42l was the former
office of Cuy Peww-- Lssoclates, Inc. Casual inguiries of
the elevator operator, an unwitting informant, revealed
that Toom 43l had not been occuried for tle past six or
eight months. An exemination of this space revealed that
it wes unoccupied as of thisg date,

. _9_
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This space consisted of two rooms on the}hth floor of

a four-stery office trilding loceted in & tood commercial

section of the city, This olfice building is well maintained
end is diaronally scross the street from the i'asonic Temple
wiich houses many covernment olfices,

CGasval ingriries ir the talter Zvildins revealed that
fUV Eee--- hssociates, Inc. had moved to 531 Lafevette St,
L casual survev uzs conducted =t 531 ILafavette Street which
is located in a commercial low rent section of the city anc
is across the street fror the United States Yost Cffice.
E31 lafayette is an old four-story building and the first
floor houses a restaurant on the corner and behind this,
the offices of Cuy Lm—-e- Associates, Inc. The entrance
to 531 Tafayvette is on.the first floor and--the entrance.
doorway opens directly onto the street., Trere are no signs
on this wilding, nor is there anv sizn on the doorway to
the entrance of UV Pee=w- fssociates, Inc.

On 9 Senteriver 1960 lirs, setty ZiGELERACHT, secretary
et the »ew frleans Credit Fureau, made available a credit
rerort, dated 29 July 1960, in the nare of Vernon G, GIFIES,

Arent's iote:

sccorcins to & D & I report on Guy Le----- Lssociates,
Ire, this individual was listed as SUSJLCTIS associate and
his name was spelled WCURUESH

Vernon G, GERILS is mrrried to "ary /Ann and has three
devendents., Fis zre was shovn os 36 and bis occupation
was listed as self-emploved investirator at 500 International
Puildin~.

4 report dated 17 bovewber 1959 contained the following
inforration:

v, G, GERDES wes employed by Guy B---~ Associates, Inc.,
Ealter wilding, for the past four months as a private ine-
vestigator and associate. V. CIRDES is a native of liew
Crleans, Louvisiana, Le formerly worked for Idggins as a
carpenter, leter served in the United States lMarines from
1942 to 1545 and then operated the Gerdes Service Station
for five years. FHe then worked for Chrysler and later oper-

@0
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ated the Comrercial Investigation Service from 1955 to
1957, ke wes then an Azent for the | essachusetts ¥Fro-
tective isssociztion from 1957 to 1959 and later was the
ouner oo the CGLRTLS Conoco 3ervice Station. TFor one
vear b€ vas en investigator for Guy Le~-~- lissociates,
inc. Le is presently self-emploved and does special
worl for TUV FBem--- and the Southem¥esearch Company.
}is addresses were shown as 1207 Constaentinople, 1439
Lesire and 1790 Zosario.

On 12 Septem»er 1060 Ir. L. O, 30 =S, of the Fetail

- Crecit Lompany, made aveilable a repcrt, cated 1 June
1960, in the neme of Vernon . GERLES, 1207 Constantinorle,
which listed his employment as Yself--insurance, United
Arerican' since 1960, i¢ cradusted-from kichols Fish
School, Ilew Crleans, lovisiana, He is connected with an
insurénce tirm but the name was not lmoun by any of tle
informants contacted, Fe wpa mweviogeely emrlored as the
ourer end orerator of the Standard Business Bureau, e
collection arency orpcrcoted from his home. He has had
this ok for over a yezr and still devoles mnart time to
this businesce,

Fe izad neen the cuner of a Conoco Lervice Station,
located at 101 St. rernard, for almost two years, but
closed the business because it was unsuccessful., ke is
married for the second time. His first merriage ended
in divorce, but there is no criticisn, lie has one child
by his present wife, ke is reported to be in gfood health
and he ic well regarded personally in the commmunity,.

Lnother report in the Zetail Credit Bureau's files
was deted 1L Farch 1960 and reflected the following:?

Yernpon G, GoLEDES wes born on 7 Jecember 1923, From
2 July 1954 be was self-erploved as the Comrercial In-
vestization Service., e had nunerous previous employments
and is resarded os becoming discovrased very guickly. Ee
worked as. a clerk for Thrysler for two years. He worked
for tary DO 3pecial Investigation Service as an investi-
gator for tuo years end was released 2s being unsuited for
the jot. He was eryloyved by the Zx-arine ietective Agcency
(sic) for a short time, EKe sold real estate for the WARIER
Feal Fstate Company. Fe operated the CLREDLS Service Stetion,
owned by his father, Ior five to gix vears,

-
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- his present position.

Wi
'8 present 'employment is with e

L gatic rm having 10 or 12 emp S
He has a good y '_ss :t"ecord &nd. #ppears to be financially
stable, He received$1000 a year from rental income. His
main duties are in the administrativeé and investigative .
lines, He lives with his wife and children in an average, ;
middle class sectian of the city and his associates are
respect.able. s

Mr. OSTER was in the Armed Forces shortly after World
War II. He was born on 18 November 1928 at New Orleans,
Iouisiana, and is a graduate of Nichols High School. He
was in the New Orleans Police Department as a detective
for 6 years and left to work for Pendleton Detective Agency
for a short time and then joined Guy B-ww-- Associates, Inc,
where he remained for a year and a half ’

At the pmsent time Mr, OSTER is Vlce-Pres:Ldent and
Manager of the Southern Research,’ Inc., whose home office
is in Shreveport, Iouisiana. He earns $15,000 yearly from

<

On 9 September 1960 Mrs, Betty ENGELBRACHT, secretary
in the Credit Bureau, made available a credit report in the
name of Joseph A. OSTER, Jr. of 7135 Dorian, New Orleans,
louisiana. The report, dated 3 August 1960, contained the
following mformat:.on- ‘




Joseph A, OSTEE was about 31 years old, was married
and hac¢ four dependents: ke was emcloved as Vice-Fresi-
dent of the Southern Research.Corpany, Irc., Fis earnings
were estimated betuveen ./12,000 and 15,000 vearlv., fte is
a native of iew Urleans and hes lived at the above address
since ereh 1959, Fre was formerly emrloved by the City of
tew 'rleans, vwas in the armed Forces and was honorably Cise
charped, te citended lovola Universityv azs 2 GI student and
woriced rarttime for the Frorressive tank,

In T'ecerber 170 ke entered the errloy of tle Fendleton
Detective iLgency as an investigzlor. Frior to this he worked
for Guy Dwew-= .ssociates, inc., as the secretary and Treasurer.

The report reflected that Lr, 03Tik "had thrée attorney
accounts for collection and all were peid., It hacd been re-
ported that he owed 5130.9Lh to Godchaux, a ivew (rleans Le-
rartrent Store, as of 23 Fav 1959, Carl LEDEETTER had. sued for
::33.€5 a2s tke result of an avtomobile aceident. Ir, QSTER!S
credit wes rated "slow'. '

Fr, OSTIR'S addresses ivere listed as

7135 Liorian

€638 Mors an

2L28 Bay -

3025 Spain

1200 Common

All of ixew Orleans, louisiana

Attached to this report are kxhibits 1 thrv ¥ which contain
tackground information pertaining to Gvy Bee=emw=,

TOD:efd
Attach: Ix, 1-9
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