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" 16 February 1970

MEEXQBANDUM FOR : Director of Security N
SUBJECT . o Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;
: e, ' CIA and the Bay of Pigs Invasion by Edward J.
Hamilton -

1. 'Thu znumscript has evidently been kicking around in publishing
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance.
William Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping" it
at one point. One publisher rejected it as too "“controversial”, and noted
its "confidential” nature as well as its potential for libel suits, '

~.2. In the foreword to this manuscript, the author {whom I shall

to under his assumed name of Hamilton), describes the book as a
ersonal sccount” of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was
“#&senfor- CIA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope
that somsone would have written this book so that he would not have to do
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written,

he has taken up his psn "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness."”
e Hamilton states that he has used no official files or documente and has : '
ii_lud no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in
_roanuscript for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly
-4 nt!!ied before, and in this contention I believe that he is correct, with
the.possible exception u!ﬂjb The author's claim that this book
wonld provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service,
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition,is, in my view,
seriously open to question.

3. The book is, in general.favorable to CIA actions in the Bay of
g§s. The villains of the piece are certain libsral figures in the Kennedy
dministration (Schlesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent, -
‘the President himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness
is nnduguioed againet those in the Administration and the press who took
the opportunity of the Bay of nga incident to attack and denigrate CIA,

" 4, Messrs. Biueu ‘and Barnes and the author's other CIA co-
:workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable
eatment. One exception is General Cabell, whom the author excoriates,
and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from
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: vlwnn eonmnycdlvu being paid on'the Ambassador by the- CIA: Caatral. gy
'Amsricanand Caribbesn CThisfs of Station who are holding their annual xogiead'
ommeetings Rt is noted that one of the reasons for selecting the plteo of mesting+ -
2 "’“‘Tf ap the “absence ‘of Communist embassies” (p.§)." Ths preseace of Cal. 3“’5. 23

ing, mﬂ-maw.gsmm Col, King remarks that' Castro was
‘?‘vﬂy invelved” fa'the Bogotaso, setting the stage for Hamilton's subse-
- quent comment. {[Actually Castro played a junior role'in the' Bogotaso, aad_
1 way after the Bay of Pigs'that Mz, Dalles ullpoé Hamiiton the tabkof -
: amqgmum Bogataze, ] (p. 7). - Hamilton statss that in
‘the" ‘subsequent thres years, w tndtmnhhg collocted in South America <7
dor Castro's.26th of mmnun. there wers no orthn from CIA Hoad. ¢
ttersto pmmm-&uro groups abroad (p."10). . He then stiates that
March 1960 be was “having co!!u with the aswly-elected president of the
it ) 10) [This could reveal the author's . :
bocm Pnuideat ln

. G‘A‘f_.

:".-_. "

- otéld out. ‘Hamilton's base was to. be in-Cesta Rica, ytovidod cx-Pntidm
.. Pepe’ rlguru ‘could obtain Costa Rican agreement {p.1l). [This link could -
bo qnlh tmhrmnhg in v!ew o! Flw:u' nmt u-ohcﬁon u_Pncldnut

Pd‘t C ;
.umably My, ”Esurum), who is referred to as Jake throughout (p. 12). o
alsa meet Droller about whom there is some “diversity in attitudes™ :
among CIA officers. Droller's oporationsl nams of Frank Bender is noted (p. 13).
‘and ke is referred to as Bender throughout the rest of the manuscript. [This
" ,is not the firet tims Droller has been identified as_Bendes; his name was R
- ;Mown by Arthur Schlvningor in his book A Thousand Days in 1965.] Bender's

Feover telephone arrangements in Miarni and New York, which allowed himto -
answer local calls there at his Washington desk, ars disclosed {p.14)." -
Mm-upl&um:tddhlmthnu !aruhmw”mdnrdnolm-
écua of Opprations
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e duration of the Prajoct (p-29). !!pea rtmm: frem Havana, Mm
d a report and recommendations. The first yecommendation was ﬁm
aitre be assassinated before or coincident with the lnvasion. : Hamilten coBe ..
{sidered this bis principal recommendstion, but Barnes would only tell him
Wymamhﬂnwtdt%pddm" &Inn’kunntu”
>

- Jocttor the Vice P:n!d-nt. “Hamilton states that Guhmnadvlnd him M
.- Nizon “as m[de)dﬁmmsouﬂtym was the yoal
. . spark plug behind ths project” and the Administration's focal point- nadtron_hh

_shooter regarding it. - The Gesnerai gave Hamilton his private telsphone - -
"rh tha m tlut h M smﬂﬂq for tho Yiea Pno!dent'. ntm '
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_3. mmﬂm-hscrbu

‘térribly confused about the umu':" {p.96). Hamilton offers mmaeum |
of w (Moihyhmu the latter had mycdwuh Lastro m,lﬂl ;
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T . : bases. Their breakfast cofiversa-'v. '

- - tiomswith Poesident .N&ucnnu are described. .This breskiast gives the Ounven
" » chance to geflect back on the CIA role in the overthrow of Guatemalan -~

- President Arbens. He recalls the three exiled leadsys of Guatamals, bis

Qlﬂ.oavvonn nen:Un. Cordova 1o bead the new governmesnt, and g.u. voto

gsggn&gbﬂuﬂ; Celonal ﬂrenogﬂnu “rrask.® Ima - < I
. footnote, Hanillton adds that this officer had been detalled to ClA forthe v
Hvu&Ooa. -and that *Credible allegations of his actions during the invasion - .
y-suggost that he was to some extent mentally uabalanced™ {p. 124).

: 3 Eoogn-nﬂovo between Hamilton sad “¥Frank™, i-io:vn»ru.wlg 4
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eunyl tow th- m.a{ mauu' (p.l“).
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.,3. quw.mummmrammm
e yhuﬁnh&hrhwﬂbgmmmmh!’tpru&hb. N, B O
“7 0 was theve that Hamilten Jearnsd that Secretary of State Ruck had wetold the - ‘_«:-;_- |
.. original point-of invasion as toe "nelsy.*: m-cm:sumnjduﬂa
i mﬁn.u:duh m.uonrymi;'bugohgmn. mmmw :
vﬂchtblaﬁuhdnhmnﬂyhﬂod. Mﬁuﬂu, ons the:fact
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Ml!ﬁ‘d*ﬂw Guatsinalan umpt and hmd an \nmmdutic appraissl as to -
fithe Drlguk’t balhlng and b:ttlo roadiness ~(p. 160). ‘The suthor nom :
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chapter
“Pnnldat '!étg’bmhﬁxut:nﬂnan!hﬂuhs the desive of the Cuban '
* - [Fvente and soms of the Caban Brigade in Guatemala to coms to his assle~. 7

> tance. . Hamilton velayed this requést to Washington, whunwnmﬂ
‘byMr. Bmand!lsun. uulpnnmhlyughorhvth Mhmd
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" 'u ‘yomain in hm&@w Mﬁ forward,” m lm;ln ﬂn

| i nnmmklomm:munmhmmmmnuu. ‘This . -

A 4

. 1. Mm movod u Wamutm te utht xaxm [prumhly hv. Al
nnups] 4n the propagands work.: An atternpt-to secuse Mexican coopsra-

" tion to obtain a re-fusling stop ' for: the Gustemalan-based. alzcraft nehadnlod ;
to"bomb Cuba falled becauss of the venality of a Maxican air force officer .
-l»n;ﬂe- cuwuum met. kwm'am.,mlm utmx

2. Ks the rxem lwmfs m?u cumomg for lm:lon hlo:mauoa.

quhrm.wm umamwmm :
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M )ddanpp-d ﬂn trm M imprhmd tbom*byfom (p. 200)."" L

3. With. ugaﬂlta m uloction nl m my of Plp hndh; liu. A
Mm-uu-thuu-uuylwmn almost entirely in the hands dm
Pcmgen {p. 203). “Relations. wlth Lcm Jms' ;nbllc uhﬂeu ﬁm ill

New'!erkmmagp.m e e T ‘ -
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. officer was to serve as ‘Halscn between the naval hsk!m emnms,
OIA mmu M tlu Glbu‘&igad. (p. 105). LT e
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previous chapter is that the meeting with Rusk included the President,

Rostow, and Btevenson. ‘[Other authoritative accounts have included ally ,
" Rusk, Cabell and Bissell; Tracy Barnss has said he also was preseat. I -
nmmmmruum-umnmmmm“-mlbyi
‘Rusk on the telephons st his Virginia home. rluuhaoom:'indluﬂﬂy
othcrﬂnnﬁamﬂtu‘nzllopﬁu. mw-u Rutwmpnlm] (p.ll’)‘
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