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Dctcember l9S9 

. .. 

j . A review of Subject1a file ~-· ~~~11 made i.D COmli:!Ction with 
I a request from the CJ-.:_Ot.ficer.,~~ Desk, w.lth reference to · 

1

1 

· • into:nnation from ~e ~hiet of-~tfon, P~~ that Subject• a W~shington 
· · ... ·,. book store, u of the ~r ot 19.59, was one of the .four book stores 

;· . . : 1n the Ur.d ted State:. were subacrlptio~UJ couJ.d bo bought .t'or 1100_!?!~~a 

I :"'~. ;;· .. -the ~ioin edited by the ~patnation Committee of But. »erllii. _ · · --*':_. ,. ·_. ·. ·. 11RODINA111)\ ( Ll PATRIE), which ie[l distributed 1n various lan~agtJu} . 

I ; .. : · ·. · and is ~re-a-lii ilealed envelopes, has been .forbidden distribut.'lcm ·. 
,_ · ;'-· · in France. (See attached thermofax.) . ' · · ,, · 

&curl t;y tiles renect that in April 19S7 the FBI adrlse,d that 
Victor Petrovich KAMXDJ~ Elene. ~evna KAMKDJ and Ni114 SAPELKIN · · 
had been the subjects o"l an Internal Security ... R type imestigatio~ 
as of l9Sl and thata· 11Thare is no c:L!trogator.y data of a. subversi.!l!t 
nature in the files of this Bureau COJJ~Cerzd,ng the subject of J"OUl" 
i.nquir,y ( KAMKI!f). It should be noted_, however, that Victor . . 
Petrovich KAMKIN ia curren'\1-ly of investigati vo interest to tbia : 

.·. \ 

I' 
.. :· 

Bureau and, accordingly 1 1 t is requested that 6111' contact or him 
in behalf of the Oe!liral IntelUge.nce Agency be. Wmdled by this 
Bureau.• It was advised orally that the Burea;u waa usj.~ KAMKIN 

... . . 

. ·~ .. : .. . . . 

M,.,s-- ~,. .:Cl.k'i ·..:. : According to an undated blind ~emor&Uld'tlm ( possib)¥ a staf'f 0 ~. 
ALS.o i..;,.Md ""'"....,.. 11119morand:m:l), Nina SAPELKIN is Elena KAMXIN• s sister and a:s ·or · : .· 
I< 11'\M\i.:i_rl.s/J,..ffA,..,_~ 1.951 was living with the KAMKINs in Tennessee • Nina SAPELIO:N was . - ·. (.It"' jll,..,. V"' •, A or" 

:: .. 

,~~~G..'t'l5"3~ born in Russia lB August l912J and was evacl.'I.Bted from Sbanghai to· -· 
'\~!- M<-~~ 61 ;:-·...,._c Samar, Philippine Islands under IRO auspices in April 1949, . . .. . r. 

i '\J.IA ~hv•·'·· -~."!>· · accompani~d by her husband Semen I. SAPELKIN and their two child.'n»n. · 
· "" Sh~ oame to the United States in J9Sl and lived in Tennessee tor . 
:. a time with the KAMKl:Jfs., The SAPELKINs reportedl¥ renounced 

Soviet citizenship in Slangbm,. ln $eptember or Ootobe:r 1948. 
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· ° Consulate. From l9h7 to 1949 he crtated that he was the owner of 
· · . _ the "~or Printing Shop" in which the "llort.Jl China Marine" 

. . · continued publication in Ts~ngt~., China. The ~Ns emne to · 
· · the United. states in :Wh9 arriving in San Francisco i~ March. · 

. ... - . 
.. . · As ot l9S7 JW1XIN was be~ used on an unclassified btsis 'tv : · 

I 
the CIA Library aea publl.cations p!"()curemEmt channel. It is, of : 
course, possible that &1bjeot 1 5 interest in 11RODINA11 is on behalf' '; 
or thie .Agenc;y. . 

The other book stores invQ;Lved 1.n ~ report to the French 
Desk ware the well known Communist "Four Continents Book Store", 
(MS.-2000) 1 "Imported Publicatio~ and Products" (MS-2001-I) and . 

·- .... "Universal Distributors C~a.nr' (#91916). These organizations are · 
I 
i; .· .. : . 

:
1.·· ,, · .'. .. . . . regiat41?nd under the Foreign Apnts ~giatration J.ct. The Four 

· Continents Book Store is f~grantl,y Qommu.nietq. needs no defining; 
i .· .. " .. . ~d the "'mported Publications and Products" is r~ported to be .. ·>- · 
(~.'-~ .' -··· > one of the four pri.ooiv'1 outlA!ts ~or Comrounist political. proP-· . · . 

j. 
l 

. · · aganda in the United states. "Universal Distributors Company-a :Ls ~: · 
described ae 11 an official distributor ot Communist Party Literfr.ture" · 
and as "Communist controlled". It is the distributing agenQy for 
the Four Continents ~oli Store. 

' Into~tion from a reliab~ confidential informant refleotm 
F ·: ·.; _ . ·. :· · that during the suml'ller of l9S9 KAMKIN indica"d he p1anlll'!lcl to 
r· ... ;>{(,. •. . ' ..... opon a branch bQok store in San Francisco to be operated by' s. 
! : ·. · ~ ·. . SAPEIJO:N. The etore was to be called ~e, Russian Book Store, 
· , ... ·· ~ ·· .. · .... · ··: and located at S237 Geary street, san':Fra.ric!sco.. '!his s. WELKIN, 

.···. '·. 

I. 

· ' · · , · . in sll proba bili t7 _, is Mrs. KAMKIN1 s brother-in..law Semen I. 

.·.· . 

: ... 

SAPEl.JQ:N, MS..SOOO, tdlo with his wi.fe N:!.na, nee DAVIDOVA, &lat. 
DAVlOOF, was the .subject of an FBI Record Check Request in Mq 
1955. (The wi:t'e Mtna, per tlle check shE!et1 resided at fbute . 

· · · l, Van Leer, Tennessee from 1951 to 1952, which was the KAMKIN1 11 · ·· 
· address during this period.) · · · . . · . 

. ' ·.:' '•, .... 

The 19SS FBI R.,cord Chec)k Bequest on SAPELKIN indicated that · . 
be was formerly a paiut.er; that hie ld.:t'e Nina was a dentistJ that · 
both were born in Russia; that be arrived in the Umted States · 

0 

• 

from France around the end or ~~ 'mlS stateless and had ha first 
. paperJ and that she arrived in San Francisco S J~ 1951. They · 

were residing at 1405 Harvard 8t'l"$et, N.w., Washington, D. c. · 
(which was the address of Snbject'a book store); and had for.merlJ 
resided in Tientsin and Shanghai, China.. Both their children 
were born in Tientsin, one in 1946 and one in 1949 • . · 

.·. 

I . 

An RI check requested. in 1957 for USIA indicated t~ t the ~ 
Semen I. SAPELXIN appeared in a report from a reliable sourc~ in.· 
Mq 1950, which dealt with "tugees in an IRO camp at Ouinan, r 

t: 0 •••• 

.. - ... 

Samar, Philippine Islands; and., according to the re~rt, he had . · 
been a member of the Russi~ Resi4ents Association (probab~ Russi&n 
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~grants Assoeiat1oX1) and of· tho Soviet Club in She,ngJ'lai • 

'··.·1<·.··. 

An 'om name check on KJ\.MKIN, in November 1954, rei'lec::ted. the 
croo~-ref~r$nc1ng of h1a ~ to "Foreign Service DispatCh, Jlong lone 
14021 22i ugust 19S2•, the subject of vhich w•B lfCont~t of Mr. , 
,vezn.. . . 1\SILlJNl,',I:CU .SArELlil!t w1 th the Hong long Consulate General"; 
'While t~ of:" ~51 111K" cheok b~used on this. $8J'I18 nFon1gll · _· .... · 
Serv;J. . p~tcbj Hong Ko;ag #4021 22 August l9S2, Secret=, . ·· .: · 
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:r~ads ~ foUont. ....-~. SAPELICIB reported that he had "cont]7 . ·· .. 
received various communications t:rom a Whito Russian :tr.i.ond o~ his, 
Mr. Vietor P. KAMKIN who n.s fonner~ bead of the Russian ~grapte · . . . 
.lssociatiQn in 'lsingt~, China. lfr• KAMKIH ).eft China earq in . 
lSh9 and hu resided in the Ualted States Bines that time. Both · 
SAPELKIN and KAMKIN reportec:J.:cy" had certain contacts vith a E!lgeM 
OORDENEV 1 Russian-speaking officer attached to the G-2 Section ot . 

· the First Marine Di:rision in Tientsin following the Jap~se Surrender 
. in l9.bS. Mr, KAMKIN has now written to Hong Kong asking Mr. . 

SAPELKIN to supply certsi.n economic information on North Qn.na and , -· 
Manchuria tor the· use or the *&dean G'OVerrment•. Mr. KAMKDl . · .· · · 
indicates that he is 1~olved in certain intelligence acti'VitieB.n1 

. 

[f.n a letter or 13 JulY 19501 offering his services to ONI_, Subjec;:t : 
named GORDENEV as oDB 'Who c;:ould. "substantiate ~ work in China"• . 
ONI advised CIA that their recorda contdmcl no derogatQ:cy intor­
~aation regarding SUbject, but that ONI did :not co:nt.,mplate utiliz-. _ 
ing his serrl.ces;J , . . . . _ . . . · 

:,to &. \ttu, SUbjaot•e f'r.land "Mr. &PELKIN" mS¥ well be M:r. Veniamia ·-· 
A\ c:l\. "'"' Vasilieviteh SAPELKIN, t.he Subj~ct of' Hong Kong Dispatch., #4021 '•c.rL o\a.l1'•f'ld, who in ~ probability ie related to Mrs. KAMKIN'a brother'!"'in...law., 
r-.U~ft~:~c Semen I. SAPEIJ<IN. 
~ 'II. i"'"'"'"""'"'"'• :_.; ""',.s, . · According to a 1955 RI check condnoted on one Ale~.!~ s. .-~ . 

· ,,.._\ '- 0 · ~RLOFF !or G-2, a report of 17 Mq 1950 advised that ORLOFF lwho . . .· 
'.> . _ · .. /---,.· liiCf"'li8en described as an "Old Soviet worker") was closel3 associated · 

~~ with Veniamin Vasilievitch SAPELKIN, an allaged Soviet agent at 
I· the .!!!Q Camp at Sama~, P. I. b reported above, Mrs. KAMKI!Jis 
i _· sister H1na and her huband Semen SAPEIJ<IR were evacuate4 to ~, 

P. I., trom Shanghai under ,m2 auspices in April l9h9.. . I 
Vezdamia Vasil.ievitc:h SAPELKIH•s friend ·oiw:>n., according to I . 

I. 
1·. 
i 

. ..... 

. ·' 

!' 

a report or 8 April 1950, wan alleged to have influenced a district. · 
leader of tbe IRO Camp at Samar ~th pro-Soviet propaganda, and to 
baYe worked wi"ili" a mmiber of other pro-Soviet internees in the camp 
to Sovietize the Russian refugees interned thet"ee According to a 
report dated 5 Hq l950, OHI.OFF alleged:cy' was betlieved to be a · 
Soviet agent. ( 'lha ~port noted that this information originated 
in tJle IRO Camp in Saro.atu-; that much information origi.nati:qg there 
had prov~n llm'eliable; an:l th~t the reliability of' this partieuhr 
information hs.d not been determined.) . · . · . . 
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Ilowever thia ll'lq be.t it llPPEt&.r<$ that there could be much truth 
in~he allegations. Informatton in Security files reflects tha~ 
ORLOFF ve17 pol$aib)¥ is ide~oal 'With a "Coun~_Qro:DJ'F o.f t.h~ 
Ruasian Co~ttoe"1 (appq,ntl.¥ a comtr!ittt6-.::of"~1~·~o as.sia1;ta(l 
the Commerr:ial Cou:ntu'llll~r tor the Bulgariil!l Legation in $ecuri%lg . · 
IRO employment .for _.})Jle Bogdana OT'J','AI, "'- posi!tibl~ Soviet agent in .·.·. 
P"arie who was liv.l.ng td.th and ns engag~d to marry Kirl.l VASSil.EV., . 
who was believed to ba an agent ot the Bulgarian Militar,r Intelligence 
Service. "Count ORLOFF" also helped arrange O'l'TAI 1a entrance into 
the United St.tes. Alexander S. ORLOFF and "Cow;t ORLOFF" qay well· 
be identical with Al~ander ORLOFF., DL-2881, a high)3 suspect 
individual of Russian birth, and a tQ~r .A11TORG employee who was 
securi t;r disepproved by OSS in 1943. ~a latter individual, per 
a 194' OSS investigation, wa~ k:clown a~ "The Co~•. . · · 

. . . 

:, '. · A Dec:;~B,l'Qe:r J.SlS4 Statt C me11onu1dum regarding K4MK!li1 reported . · 
:that une-wal.u~tod information dated 1 Jlllle 1948 indicated that oll9 
Victor ~KAMKIN vas involved in a Dlo~;r printing transaction with 
thtr-Jap f!J;·"in wh;lch he used thf.J maclliner.y of the Chihli Pnes 
in Tient~in to f'acili tate the oounterfi tting. The source of this 
information bad pointed out the possibility that Victor N. KAHKIR 
mi£'P,t be identified in pome wrq with a V. P. KAMKIH who was named . 
as a character referenctt by one Vladimir V'iii]J' IVASHKOFF. ( IVASIKOFF 
was not identified.) The memorandum advised that according to a · 
report datad l June 1948 trc.m a u. s. Naval Attache, Nanking, to- , · · 
the American Ambusador, Nanking, v. N. KAMKIN was a printer and ·_ 
publisher in Slangb.a:i and later was in charge of the Russian 
Publishing Ho~~k.nown as Hashe ZNANIE. He was closelY' associated 
w.i. tb Bernard s., <lARD of' the Ohihli Press, who in turn was . 
aseooiatad·wi \all&ged Soviet espionage agent Olga NAKVASIN. · 

./ 
·· According to t.he stat£ C memorandum , a report from the FBI · · 

dated 14 August l9S.3 indicated that a source of unknown reliabil:lt,-. 
stated that one Victor KAMKIN, uno operated a book store a~ a 
possible cover in 'l'ietntsin1 China, acted as a paid informer of 
the Japanese during :World War II; and was a paid informer of u. s. 
Arm.f Intelligence after the War. With the assistance of the 
American Militar,r Government in Tsingtao, China, he becmne Chaim.an 
o.f tho Hussis.n Immigrant Society in T.singtao in 1.948. There aeeu 
small doubt that this Victor KAMKIN is identical w.t th Victor N. 
KAMKIN, and with Subject, Victor P. KAMXIN who was fo:rm8rly' head 
of the Russian Immigrant Association in Tsingtao, China, accord­
ing to his friend SAPELKIN, aa reported in Hong Kong Dispatdl 
#u02. Mote t.hat Victor N. XA.MlO:N ""s in charge of a Russian 
Publishing House in China kmwn as Nashe Zna.nieJ and that the 
branch rrtore Subject intended to open in san ri"ancisco (and m.Q' 
have opened) was also to be called Znanie (this worlc in Russian · 
means "Knowledge")• · . 

i!ernard · s. RDG.Aim of the Cllihli Press 1 _referred to 
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above as a close ~sociate of sUbject and also of alleged 
Soviet espionage agent Olg~ NAKVASIN6 is the Subject 
of SSD file U35C'175· ROGARD 1s Q. fo:nber u. s. Mari~ 'Hhostlt 
parents were Polish-be~ and ..mo li v~d in China for 
twenty years prior to returning to the u~ ted St.iltes in 
1950. He allegedly'·· was pro-Soviet, io: ;ddiculed WhitQ 
RW!Iaians l!ho ..did not. av~l the~elves of So'rlet citizeD!'" · · · 

- ·: . ship m@.de avAilable to theEJJ hired as Editor of hi~ '· 
· Tientsin Evening Journal, following its resumption after 

the Wf4', one·. t:Sonoft id'lo was an employe411 of TASS; . 
followed a Communist inspired line '-n his :cewspape:rJ 
and published without comment in his Tientsin Evenin,s 
Journal a letter d12;1crediting AmariQan kiffiaey Pollia 
!n Tientsirb comparing the~ unf~vorabq vitb Soviet · 
Mili tar,y Police in l:Ia::rl:dn liho "-n pr.U,,ed in glowillg 

· termBJ etc. ROGARD, "i.f used" by P:rvjact PILLAR, 
vas to be limited to CQ.teg~y IIf ~t his wif'~, a..uz~. 
Ibragimoff ROGARD1 #79069, had~~aran~e for a ~'~ve~ 
sensitive use on ,anoth.,r P::roject'3J · . . 

a ears to have h 
nee 

ed in 
~ 1959 the1termination Pro ~t 
sbe gave a a:rd ti.Dle" for mo refused 
~o sign r secrecy a eeme until 30 NOvember 19$9. 
Various relatives of s have in the past been 
associated witll th ~s. ROGARD appears to 
have had much the same as Subject. She was 
born 1.n Russia of Russi~born parents, of Turko-Tartar 

· nationali t~n left Russia in 1919 for HarbinJ vas 
educated in Mukden and TientsinJ and lias emplofed in 
Tientsin in various import-export f~, etc. (No 
thorough study has been made of the ROGARDS' files.J7 
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