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»iod from 20 June to 10 July 1956 the Soviet Bloc air defense
jeeted to eight penetrations of an unprecedented nature, sevan
in a period of only eight days. t must be remerbered that
ides the only basis of judging the performence of the Soviet
| syste—. This is imporitant because it is clear from[ T?Zl{
| Fowever, soze tentetive conclusions may bs drawn frc:i"i
~fhansz inisial fligats and these are indicated as follows:

i. Tn spite of ithe fact that thess missioas cone as 2 surprise,
of them went undetected. This is clear evidence that thelr
X s dbove[::::::ikcet.
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2. By 5 July 1956, the fourth fligat, the USSR was aware o
of the purpose of the npizsions and wers taking counter zction.
One positive action wes the standdown of civil flights while the
mission airecraft wvas over the USSR, ard a2 szcond action which is
baiieved related is the moving of MIG-19 aircraft into Zast
Germany and Peland on 7 July 1955. Also MIG-19's vere moved
into Hungary at aboulb this bige. - _

3. The performance of the Sovieb system on the 5 Jwly mission,
201k, was indeed curious. While the action evident frca(COMIUT, 2y
is not clear an explaration vhich appears to £it the known facts
is offered as follows: As a vesult of the previous missions, the
Soviets had concluded the essential facts concerning the missions :
i.e., that they were for reconnaissance, that they flew above@if-}
feet, arnd that & penetration as desp as loscow was possible. They
provably surmised that the 5 July mission wes beaded for Moscow vhen
the track appsared on a northeasterly heedlng. The loss of the
target vhen it entered Soviet territory was provably deliberate and
the "red herring' track retwrning to the west was either a dodge
or & convenisnce to avoid broadcasting a track for 2ll ths system
to0 ses that 2 “hostile or intruder" was coming over Moscow with no
means availahle vo stop it. This idea is supported by the use
of & ra2id number assigned in the region just beyond the point (}Q/
where the treck had been Y"lost". In addition, the track wes not
labeled "nostile or intruder" when it was broadcast afier it
had passed bsyond Hoscow. The reporting of the track when it did
2pp=ar was only by Moscow and 4T hes been suzgested that other
stations had been instrucied not to broadcast the track. Further, it ma
or xay not be a coincidence that the height brecadeast was almost
v extactly half of the trus altitude of the mission aircraft, but on
l‘ the pext missions, four days later, the altitude reporting was
i consistently aboveijfeeh
-

L. By 9 July 1956, in addition to the evident recogaition of
the great height of the mission flights, frecking was better znd
in general the performsnce of the warning system was much improved.
. The next day. 10 July 1956, the Sovieb air defense va.:nin;

closed a 3000 mile track with only two shert periods of ‘
nfusion or track loss. Altitude reporting was over?ﬁ:j::jfea‘o qq
ne plot passeo’.]:] whileh was only 100 feet off target.

6. fThe first eight missions proved that the air dsfense warming

systen is deployed in depth. This wes evident fram both the continuwity \

brack end most forcefully from the ELLNT date colleeted. Some :
ercepts of Soviet Bloc radars operating in the 23000 mc/s barpd were j

]
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[ 1 Other 30. These nurbers cennct be equated to in- :
dividual radar ssta since the same radar pay be intercepted more than /f
chee. loxe Tjwere located, including new sites. Some / ()
tional] | signals vere identified but aveileble information / %
- ot permit determination of location so that it must be con- [
cludad that thsse signals include both known and new siies. Because !
of the limifation ~f ELINT to the[ | band and the Soviet
rectice of collocating radars on different freguencies the totzl y
er of radars may be expected to be at least dovble the number
of sites.
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T. Confusion and track loss ssemed to bz related To the (ﬁ ﬂ
presenze of Jarge nuzbers of fighters alihough the saturziion yoin_fij
h3s not be2n d2terminesd becauss of insufficient date.
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8. The quastion of radars for height © :
in this role, the introduction o2 ROCK CAXEs and l=
velorments are discussed in aznother section. It i
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nowever, that these missions were a catalyst in the intrcduction
L_/ ’
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of ROCX CaKEs.
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