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i · .. :-.· l. Rl~ARDO RODRIGUEZ RAMIREZ, "'MEREJO"' OF ESCAMBRAY FAME AND 

~ :,fORMER LIEUTENANT OF OSVALDO RAMIREZ, ARRIVED IN WAVE ARE 6 APR 

~ ,;,~COMPANIED BY WIFE, JUAN ~SUE~~A VAL~Es, AND THREE F!~ME~, 
t; . . ~. PRELIMINARY DEBRIEFING OF MEREJO INDICATES THAT HE WAS 
~-

~ . ·.ABLE TO DO VERY LITTLE DURING THE ESCAMBRAY FIGHTING, MOST OF 

• ! 

.. 

.. ~ . 

I <~:'HIS TIME BEING SPENT IN AVOIDING THi.' M!LITIA WHILE TRYI~G TO 

~·' ¥:c:~v;N::G::p;N w::H E:::::R::T::~~I~::~LE:~: ~::~ :~:HS • ~ ,' :\;,~_~1! :: 
. ~ . HIS AREA OF OPS WAS CONFH~ED MAINLY !0 !HE SIERRA DE Sl;,tlcp SPliU.,•:J . 

~ AND ~ROUND THE TOWNS OF SANCTI SPIRITUS AND. JATIBO£UCO •. 

~ 
~ 
·-~ ~ 

i I . :·TO ORGANIZE AND SUPPLY THE_ INSURGE_~TS IN THE ESCAMB~r_ AREA. 

§ • .. ·'BY ~ ~~N'JARY 61, MEREJO WIT LT.~ I.A~D. ' (;~ ' . ~ .. • 
~ ·;--_.', 

~ ,:,.·,· 

( II . 
3. MEREJO WENT TO THE HILLS IN THE tATTEa PART OF DECEMBER 

.·.·Gt .ON THE INSTRUCTIONS OF AMDIP/J lilliO AT 'nus UME WAS. TRYX_NQ. . ;., 
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1· ~~- .OSVALD? RAMIREZ. WERt. ABU TO G~TMER A FORCE OF ABOUT FIVE TO 
. .. . . K 
. SIX HUNDR.£D MEN IN THE SAN MB~OSIO AREA OF \UUCK ONLY ABOUT 

, ONE HUNDRED WERE ARMED. THIS FORCE VAS MOBlLll.£0 ON THE.BASiS 

;:·.or INFORMATION FROM AMDIP/3 VHO' SAID tKAT tKEY WOULD RECEIVE Alii 

:. 'AIR DROP ON 6 JAN • tKE DROP NEVER ~AM£ AND DUI TO tKE ACTIV nt 
. ,.. . . . .. . ~ 

. {_.Or _THE INSURGENTS IN THE AREA OF ~HE Dl. tHE GOC _BROUGKT u: ~ FORCE-
I . 

·; OF ABOUt 30,000 MILitiA IN A PERIOD OF ABOUT FOUR DAYS WHICK 
I 0 

; FORCED THE REBELS tO DISP_ERSE. IN MEREJo•s OPINION TKIS VAS 
I __ 

. ONE or tHE GREAtEST SETBACKS OF THE ENtiRE ESCMIBRAY-FlGHtlNQ 

· ~::.·AND WAS A MAJOR CAUS£ .. or tHE fiNAL. COLLAPSE or THE ESCAMBRAY 

. j 

: ·'· . . . ,.: r '.:- •· 

' ·:::i·D::N:L~:: ;:::: :;~::~::::~;E:::o::A::N~~'\,in'~J·. 
:~::~::~l:y M::E W:~l:~:~:N~:~ 0:E:::A:~:B ~::M 9 O::L~ u: · .;¥sfz.tl : 

<··:-.}· .-.. <J' -'8 FEB AT WHICH TIME HE HAD A SHORT RESPITE TO TAKE THE AIR DROP 
• J _·;:.- •• • '. 

. : . :·~ PARA. 1 A, REF A. IN ADDITION TO "INtORMATION ABOut THE DROP 

1
,:::··1N_ REF B_ MEREJO SAID THEY HEARD THE PJ_,ANE AT THE APPOINT!-D TIM! · 

I • BUt WERE NOT ABLE TO SEE 1t BECAUSE OF THE CLOUDS WHICH· COVERED ' 

~ ._ :~~ DZ. AREA • tnt PLANE PASSED OVER ALd NOTHING WAS DROPPED 

I ··-ALTHOUGH THE DZ WAS LIGHTED WITH THE PROPER SIGNAL, A CROSS

: OF SEVEN LIGHTS • 'MERE:Jo'' ASSUMED THAT THE PLA~~ HAD NOt DROPPE!)· .. 

1
.: _:_.:.'AND WOULD COME BACK THE FOLLOVlNB NlQKTo HOWEVER, NEXT DAY, .. 

, HE HEARD THAT A LARGE DROP HAD BEtH MADE ON THE TWON OF SANTA 

I_· ,·. LUCIA SOME l2 )rl'iS AWAY FRCK TNt DZ. M~D .THAT THE M!Ll'UA 

RECOVERED EVERYTHING. I --,·: .. , ..... 
I -:·. :~<•. . . 
~ . •• ~ 'I! .... ' 
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'· DU£ TO TKI l..ARG£ MOIJ.'ll Of !Al~lAL DROPP£0 TKt G~C I 
=:::~suo;~:::~: :::::~~o~;O~HEU ;:~00F , >if<\ i . 

. . :: 2;~:~:c::~:·~~:::~::~~~::: ~;::::a :~t .•.... .{: ~~~-: ..• ~ 
' 

---_HIS VAl' tO CAMAGUAl' e ON TK£ VAY t FOOD ANd- .: -~ ~ __ ::ij' --~:-::.: 
·<X:Q.OTKlNG IN THE HOUSE OF A FRIEND NEAR- ·,< _~. - •'- -r <.. &AIICll SPIRITUS, WKILE THERY WERE THERE THE HOUSE VAS RAIDO:D "> >.._: .: ·: "fO, 

a'- BY _TKE LOCAL CtUEF 0~ THE G•2 1 -BERNARDO ARIAS, AND SEVEN IULl~tl ~£N. '·:· ·-.• ~ _J-~~ 
,.,,,JH •THE ENSUING FIGHT MEREJO AND HIS MEN KIU.£0 ARIAS, HIS aoo-j, • .·. 1?f?li~ 
• · -·:3:::6UARD AND t\1~ MILITIA MEN. THE REST OF THE IULJ.TIA MEN RAN . · C:~':.':!~~,:-~:?:f·'·~i.~1 

:/:.:BAT AND MEREJO AND HIS GROUP ESCAPED WITH ONLY ONE MAN VOUNDi~, _· : : :) :-{·!; 

.. ~P:~G :::\:L~::: ::~: ::~:o::: :;: :: ::~:E T~S:o ' ·. __ ·_ .J_i"_·~~.:!,_lA·~~~ ;~ ~~ 
:.~_-.;:_-~.;-_f_·.•.-. . . . . 

' - -~:~-~~--: ::.~. .! ~ . 

/~·-'.-EStABLISH HIMSELF tKtRE AND BEGIN,..OPERATIONS AGAIN. A: FRIEND.~l 

;~:~~if'~ER TOLD KIM THAT A SPECIA~ILIT~IA FORCE NUMBERING ABOut 

. ~- '.-_.-f~){-~11 MEN \I~S ROAMING LAS TOSAS LOOKING F:OR MEREJO PERSONALL't_, 

,·_:;_~:;ti£REJO DECIDED KE .WOULD HAVE TO GIVE UP THE FIGHT IN ESCAMBfti\l 

~ ·::::.·}-.:~ LEAVE _'lilt AREA tt~TIP.E~Y.. KE CONTACT£ . t>.r:_)q -~~:f,~ 

'~-,HIDING, AND ASKED KIM TO KELP KIM ~SCAPE. OVIDED lW i I
··:''.:_:',:_~:>AN AMDIP/3 ORGANIZER IN CitiBAGUAN WITH !JHOM MER~JCPS WIFE Wl\1 } -f. 

. : ~ ··.- \: . . ~ y .· · .... j '. :.~ ;. · .. ·· . I :"·-~~ :::::a~~E:~::~::E::A:~~ ::::J::o:~: ::r~8:N:":::: :v:Is '~t~' 1;,,~~-·-J,i_!.]_. ':;~~~_;_._.~_;_;:_• 
!1 :·· . Cl';3AtUZATICt: li:IHCH ~AS Ut-!~ER !HE Ol~ECTION OF • 

tt 

L 

~ . ' ..._ ______ ......~ . i.:- .... 

~ ~",'',;,, , . REREJO STAYED ;N IIAVA UNTIL ABCUT 22 RAR UNTIL Ml "~/:~·:·:.,~ )1. 
. . ;~ •· .. 
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VAS MOVED TO LA lSBEU ON tKE ti:»RtK COAst or LAS VILLAS Wii.ERE . 
Kt WAS PUT IN tHE HANDS or FlSH!:.RWUI VKO VERI tO trrEct HIS . 

'j' .. RECEPTION WITH A BOAT FROM PBPRUtE. 
\, .r . 

II 

u 
' 

• 
1. tiEREJO AND HIS VIFE S1'An:1) V_ltH tHE riSHERKEN fOR ABOUT 

14 DAYS, BEING SHinto FROI'I BOAt to BOAT, WHILE TRYING TO MAKE 
•' . 

RECEPTIONS WITH BOAtS FROI'I PBPRII'It. CONTACt-WITH TKE BOAT 
.. : ~ 
·. :~ ., 

. FROM PBPRIME VAS PREVENTED tACK TIME BY THE PRESENCE OF A GOC 
.. , 

PATROL. CRAFT WHICH KUNG AROUt~D tKJ; RtCEPTION AREA AT CAYO 

;_· DUTTON. CWAVE COMI'IENTI MEREJO VAS ·TO BE EXFIL.TRATED VIA OPS ·.·t: :Xd-
. '-~- . I . -..-.~·.;·~ . 

' CARROT. TUP.~IP, RUTABAGA ANDBOV\.IN£ ~L OF WHICK FAILED BEC~USE OF I . '?':4 :~ 

1,·:~;, ~ REC~~ION.> MEREJO AND THE FISHERMEN BELIEVED TKAT THE G~:~·/1+·i;mC·; 
;(::,'~~{·_PATROL. CRAFT WAS AWARE THAT A RECEPTION IN THE DUTTON AREA WAS . _j<; .. ;:~{ . 
·~~:_.;·;.;·;:,~; ... · . ..,.... T E. 'm E . ... ·. -:. Y·( ~. :,', ~ -

.!·-·,·:.•· .•. -'• • .., AK : .-o~.oAC • . ., _ ~--,,•,.<11 .·.-··•'·:., 

;f{S~::·:· s •. WHEN THE DunON AREA BECA~:E TOO HOT THEY MOVED TO THE .,. __ .:. ·:;~ :·'.>:.:·. 
··i.~-!-.':.(r···~EA OF CA't'O JUliA AND TRIED TO SET UP A RECEPTION At THIS POINT .. 
·-li.·c·, .. • •. ·:. . . • :.·.: j -. 

:t~~(::n .. :. <WAVE COMMENts DISCUSSION OF tUE ~IFFICULTIES. WitH RECEPTION <;· ' . /J ::: 
' 1 ~~~·:,':· :F::::.:~:O;~N:M:::~:p:~ T:~:::~:.:~:~;o:.:: • ~UTIA ARE.· •• ~:.ti:£:f• .. 
I f.' __ · .. ~. 9.. ON 25 MARC.Ii WORD WAS R:C:CEIVED BY COURIER FROM HAVA THAT 

I if.' ··~ . f.,"!OIP/~'S RADIO IN !t~VA HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY THE GOC ALONG ··. -.>:··:'::! 
I : 

I 

I 

~ITH THE fiLES AND THAT THREE OF THE FISHERMEN'S NAMES HAD BEEN. 
•. f 

COMPRO~ISED. IT WAS DECIDED tHAT THE FISHERMEN WOULD HAVE TO 
' . ; ·~ .... . . . 

, ._· .· ·' LEAVE CUBA TO AVOID ARREST. ON ~ APR MEREJO, K IS WIFE AND · 

1 
· ·. • CON!::;JEG~A .LEFT CUBA WITH TKE FISHERMEN IN ONE OF THEIR BOATS 

. ·:i _; . 'I 
•I ARRIVING IN THE: WAVE AREA ON 6 APR. 

I''' ',I' . ·. . 
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UJ. FAILU&; Of TKE RECEPTiON At CAYO. DUTTON APPRARS TO 

AKDlP/~ Vlt tRAFfiC TO KAVA ALL ALONG AND IS A PRl!£ EIA!PLE 

OF HOV AN INSECURE INDIGENOUS COHHO .NET CAM JEOPARDIZE AND BLOW 

(!,> ~::~~S V~'l CH. ARE OiHERV lSE SEC~"REL Y . ~OU'T~O, ·• •. ·_~-_--.·.' . :. : ~.'_.•_ •. ~_-.•. ·-_·_.·_ :·_._.···_,_.·_~;·· •.. --.~-.. -~--;~. ~--~'-'-·.~j._._:~_._._:_·_,_·.·~_·.:i'.f_._-:·-·~-·-[ __ ._ •. ~ 
~ '; .. :::· :: \'::::''i't,_,_\;;.·; ·• -: ~ l . -.,., 

·. • · ·• ·• ;;-·.. END Of K:SSAGi£ • .• . . .. • · ~t"'' -·-.. /}~. . ... . ·:: . . .. , . . .. :~ . ~;\-:r ·, -· 
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