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1. T!·.,!.:~ ie a r(.roort fr.x.: ::Je~ry o( t.l!C! hJ.,:hliF;bts of t.h<i! t..'\llt etwa 
by Dr. E:rnoot.u .llet.ancourt, t:el!ceci'Jay n1.-.!:t, 2G flept.enber k:(;~, e!'l~ or the 
queot.ion ned anoVer periud tolloviub it, nt trA Coopcrnt1vo F~~~ in 
Weshint:t·:-n, D.c. 

2 •. Dr. Betancourt vna announced n~ .the political ndv.l.ee~ of ~ reito 
Lf.bertn.h'r de C>.aoa_, "an orel!.r:i::ation Cl!' ·youog Cu'bcn a1Ut!U1' lea.:e 
exile.,. Currooti; his full U.ce c:-ccupation vu .a toted ns th.:'lt c:~ a. 
eoordinntor in the Dcpart.clent of Ecoaocdc Mtnira of the Or.,;nr.i:.aUoa or 
~ric en Stntea (bAD). ia the early <!aye of tho Caotro re~ir.ie ~ had been 
i.n eothusinstic '"FideUata" and had aorved 1u1 D1reotor or t:ie Centt'lil. Bank ot Cu'IJ:l.(pre Che Cuevnrra) fltld Iilii one ot Castro's firat Npree.ntatbea 
in the u. B~ J!-e soon beca:::~~~ uheneh.arited, defected and becacc a leader 
.l.n.t!~·ant~-caatro movecent. 

3~ Dnoed on mental note a ot Betancourt •a •Pe•ch (about II<> lidoutea) 
and of his cnswera given to questioos 1"rofG the audience (a typical, · 
di.otint;Uiahcd ~ron-secUoo ~ootp found at the forum), the rollov.l.ag 

. apPenred to be the mcu:t dgn1ticaot _atatementtu 

c. '.lllere are co "easy" c.n.swrs to t!'le Cub!io proble:t 
vh1eh bas becoce iocr:euingly oOI'.Ilplex. 

b. '!.'he singly CJO&t 1~ortant Soviet obJitetive in 
"ta.k1ng over" Cuba b to ·d:l.acrcdit tho~~ u. B. 
by alternately deoonstrattng :l.t.s "WI'.I.alaieei'J• · 
ood 1tu "vickedness.• B.r shOwing t~t tho u.s. 
h vHlicg to reca:l.n tii\Qine eveo in the face of R 

~ilitar:y-Sid "preaecce" in Cuba, the SOvieto 
believe they co.n &c.)N a psychological victory vhf.eh 
vill impru.s other .LRtin American c_o1Jntr1ea Md 
perhllplll other clevel\:>piug areu :l.n 'ltbich tho u. s. 
has. an· 1nterec;t. · Sir.:ulttmeously the Commuo1ots 
coot1oue to _d:;;tet the. "gringoes" IllS erus, 
:Concy-aeeldog icperialbtti vho va.ot to "do it~' 
poor little Cut~. ,This creation of an unfavorable 
~0 of t~ U. So 18 f'ar IIDOre important to the 
JCrcn:ill.D . thzio ncy Other reason for their nov lnr~ 
Cu'b6n etrort. ·Disc the ppssible ueC: of Cuba ns 
a missile base is of &&eondar:y importance. 

c. As for m.k.l.ne Cuba a CCIC!:ucbt "shovcaae" 
Detancourt believes the Soviets haw no such 
hop411 or even 1nt>:nt1on.. They do· however intend 
to uee Cuba a8 the CP "headquarters" for L!lt.l.n 
Aoeriea end hAve ·in tact been doioe so tor GOQl 

tioo. 

d. '!'he attecpted invnoion vas a dianst.er all o.rouud • 
mil! tnrily, poll tic: ally. and ideologically. AL~Oili> 
other cauriea o~ th1e tnilure Yn3 C.It.'11 "lddnapp1nb" 
of tbe Rc~lut1onar.7 Council so that any effectiVe 
anti·Caetro leaderehip.vas 1~ndered powerless. 
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e • ':'hoe "'b~~:"Un0" ot the iDW.'~!OU ""tUI ia ;>art. dl)& to 
~ ·c~~~oic~tions voLu" thnt e~tst•d eo far as 
~tt~ ent1-cnG~ro info~ti~o· t~~h to tl• 
Cu~ ~~lo. Ia the cenntL~ Castr~ ~Ad full 
eont~~l o~r hie intercal co~uoications nod 
•~~at;.:rcr.ted" t!'i!e air V!\vu v1th pro-re!)tone 
pr~~.!:& e:>ueerning ·the iovtuJioa. 

f. CutN is s.tlll t~ r.enl "bon• 1D Cube even 
tho-.:~ ·!:Ia til sarrounded by COil!!!llll:lists and 1.11 
et~~ o~cUeat to Moocow'a ordera. 'Ibe 
~ bAs ocit pushed h1lil too far - 1D fa.ct 
they Mft in .eOCIIIII 'inatnllces pulled hio. btlck 
tor tbe,r teel toot he hAe o. tea&ericy to be 
recltleu. For iaataaee, the sOYieta cUe! not 
reall.T vant lW:l to b'roak vitb the u. B. and 
vould han vantod h1a to be a elenr "M!u'xilllt" 
tactieiaD. Th., Kremlin ia •l!li!U"t enough to 
rea.U.-, howfti, thnt 1.t Castro wre· eliciaato<J 
bia eat.iro regl::ii.t would coU..o.pae. So vhUo 
dictaU.J:ts to hi:~· in cortain re~~mCteta, they Also 
have t:> give bi.ct leeway. In ot~r 110rod.s the 
C~ists a.-e "usinh" Castro but at the sa~ 
tililo a.nt bcting u:sod by him for the e.e..l-,.iow~nt 
ot his 011'::1 ego-pciwr obJoct:11fes. ·. 

t:• Ecoaceic condltiooa 11:1 Cuba are roftl.ly very bad. 
In tho general_ dis.anv of the Cubeu e<:OOOI:IIY1 
lll51"1eult;.rre is .faring wret ct all. For t.M 
tir:st tia:l in Cuban ,history, trod 1e beiog 
aoverely rationed. Also tor th<it first time 
tblt B1J.S)U" crop has not 'beoil plant<tJ thh year, 
due to Cle ~nerd disorder and the :l.r.abillt:r 
to p.rortJe iDeen.tins tor the augnr plMt4tion 
peoos. S,viot economic dd is insuffi;::ent thus 
fo.r to ~ve M,y v1:;!ble effect in lirtl::~Q tho 
ecoo~. The. Soviets arc apparently giving 
~:WCh m..""e 1::111~ thlln ec:>noaic: aid. 

b. Beta~ is oppoaed to 111llitary intervention 
by u. s. oa s;eooral pt·inciplelll but. tHla that' 
it- tbe u. &. did decide to i.atervece. it vould 
'be tu D:n-e Juatitied in the eyes ct Lati:l
A::Ioelriea ~ vould have 'been the ce.se be.t'ore 
the Soviets decided to ioten"'Sne allitru'Uy. 

1. Ooe of t~ bes~ propagnnda t.arge!s t"roa tho u.s. 
point of' Yiev is the CMtro 13ilitil!l. According 
to ~ta:::.:oort the ciliti.ncen tu-e "".:"est.ivo .. 3bout 
tr.e c~~iat· ~~nntioo .of Cubn. A lar~"'S number 
ot t..,'l)e$0 tlf'tl V'l:!re ardent rebelS but not Cor..r.unisto. 
'l'bey f.:r.J.C,!lt vit::. Castro agn1nst the &Ustl!l dictator
ahip.bu~ o~t iD order to establish a C~ci3t 
reg~, ncr even t.;; IIXI.ke Cu'bc a "s:le1alist~ state • 
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Theile edl1U~U:~en ,,.·ould be I:I'J<:~ =nt nap?nd.n 
to u. s. appolllo 1f they did D.:l~ feel thAt in 
the own~ ot" aau-c.utro tnkct i:::-19r tl".ey W~~ld be 
U.quldat.ed. 'l"ht:!Y tHl that t.'lct ~. S. and rebel 
p~odl'l h.t\11 depicted t.Mc all u maJor . 
eae:des and 1.1:rlad1..'1te Ul"t-"'8tl ·tO'I.' destructlon. 
BetancouZ"t beUewa n ehould proc;eod to con-oct 
this pr~da en-or at on~ •. 

J. Betaoeoul't feels that the aAS c.:Nld 'be mueh Dl)t'8 

e!'tectbe than .u tw.a· been so tar 1t oal.Jr u a 
toNi~ tO'I.' airing the \Nth abo'l.lt t.!w Caetro · 
·~ime aad·for hardening the attitudes of tbs 
reat ot.Lat1o America toward the exyaaaloa ot 
Sorlet eatel.Utea !a the loleatena berdl'pbitreo 
Betancourt tleltewe that. tbe owri Soviet 
ioterwntloa ln Cub& baa Jarred the taUa 
A.."Wl'iCIIIIJ'I8 fOI' more than the fRet of tbe · , 
triUlltqjlh ot COI:IIc!Jal&m, per ae, !a thAt oouat~To 
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