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V. HONTECRISTI GROWP
(agrupacion Montecristi)
4. Gaparal )
" The Agrupacion Montecristi i1s a small group composed of wealthy .
Cuban professicpal and businessmen, predominantly lawyers and econcmists.
Established about 1952 shortly after Batista's coup dletat, it is cne - o

of the oldest of the anti-Batista groups and was imvolved in the April -
1956 ebortive Army revolt led by Colonel Rammn Barquin.

On 20 July 1958, the agrupacion Montecristi signed the Caracas
Unity Pact {the unification agresment eigned by representatives of all
the groups in opposition to Batista), and formed a part of the Civie
Revolutionary ‘Front (Frente Civico Revolucionaric - FCR). During the
Batista regime, it served as a support mechanism for revflutiwary
activity inside Cubs, Jits main functions as s suppart mechanism were
to collect funds to finance the revoluticn and to provide econamic
and political guidance to the FRGC. 4bout ons millicn pesos (one
million US dollars} were éollected to suppart the fighi sgainst Batista,
Bscause of the econamlc, professional, and soclal position which the
group represents in Cuban soclety, it exerted considerable influence an
the politicel and econcmic decisions of the FCR. It also sent military
observers to the Sierra Massira and to the Sierra del Escambray during the

fighting,

In 1957, Justo Carrillo Hernandez became the group's representative
in Miaml whsre he cooperatsd with the 26 of July Movement under the
terms of the Caracas Pact. In late 1953, the group, while still co~
operating with the 26 of July Movement, began planning independent
military activity sgainst Batlista in conjunctian with the military group
hesded by Barquin, then imprisoned on the Isle of Plnes as a result of
his participation in the aboriive coup of 1956.

‘ : In January 1959, Barquin, released from prison by the revolutiomary ."/o' . "w"
forces, assumed temporsry command of the Cubian Armed Forces. He was et
replaced in this post by Fidel Castro and subsequently by Raul Castro Rus, /=
and wes relegated to unimpcrtant military duties, probably because of
the 26 of July Movemeni®s fear of his independence and military follouing. s
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Since Castro®s sssumption of power in Cubs,tihe Montecristd
group has followed a policy of participating in the government for
the purpose of exercising a restraining influence om Castro. Even
bafore the fall of Batists, the group did not think that Castro and
hie redical ideas were the solution to Cubals problems, But any
plans to sabotage Castro's program, the group felt, would serve no
ugeful purpose and would cnly make a bad situetion warse. So it vas
decided instead to attempt to influence govermment policies and to
serve as & brake on somws of the more radical policiss of the Castro
gcverament, Although Carrilic eriticized Castro's methods in
June 1959, he did not consider it feasible at that time nar was the

group prepared vpenly to oppose Castro.

The Montscristli group becama alarmed in august at the situatiem,
particularly with regard to Cuba®s presént econamic problems and the -
growth of Commmism. By October the group abandoned hope it
could exercise a moderating influence on Castro and repartadly began
& ¢landsetine resistance movement, while its menbers in the government
carefully maintained an appearance of complete loyalty to Castro.:

Resistance plans included the followlng:

1. Col. Bargquin's acceptance of leadership of resistance
movement .

2, A&nti-Commwmist propegsnda cam.paign from outside Cuba,

3. Withdrauwal of Montecristi members from government at
oppartune time,

4. Ultimstely, a coup or revolt by anti-Commmi st sactors
of armed forces.
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. In 1939 Margoes Sterling was elected as a dslegats to the Constitutional
Cveation fram Ssdana Province. Following Dr. Grau San Martin®s with- |
draval {rom the presidercy of the Conventicn, Murquez Sterling was elected

to fill the positics. Thus hs presided over the drafting of the Comstitu- .

tion of 1940 which 18 in force today.

dhen Batists sssumad the Presidency in 1940, he sppcdinted Marques
Sterling Minister <f Labor. Inm 1943 he was designated Minister of Educe-
ticn but resigped witein twenty days due to what he describes as his
inability to obtaiz sporoval of his program., He then withdrew from
active polities =il jcining with Eduardo Chibas in the fcrmation of

the Priodexo P

Beyond the stsiemmnt of the PPL party program the Embassy is not N
familiar with ths »>zlitical views of Marquez Sterling. 4 blographie
repcrt dated Janusry 1940 indicates that he liolds rightist ideas end is .
friendly toward tha Unitad States. Files for the period 1945 to the
present show that his nams has bean assoclated with several commmist
o communist fronmt sctivities. The FPL party platfors dated Adugust 21,
1957 may be described as moderately liberal. It dencunces commmiem,
together with nazism, fasciss end other totalitarian dcctrines, ani points
to the need for strengthening diplomatic ties with the United States, as
well as the bonds cf fxiendship between the two countries.

Marquez Sterll=z: is a tall, thin, and distinguished looking gentle-
man. He is descrided as a very intelligent, cultured and well-read
‘person., He reads Inglish well, but claims he has difficulty in speaking
it. Be is married to Silvis Dominguez and has two childrem. His
religious affilisticn is not mowm,

He claims he does not drink ar smoke. The Embassy's biographie
ie indicates that e has suffered from tuberculosis, Following Caetrots
victory, he went inic exile.
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Sanches describes. the Triple 4 as a civic association to be

coaverted into a political party as soon as the ccastitutiomal -
provision for this type of orgaenization is put into effect. His L
group is small, well-crganized, bul has 1ittle mass folloving., It ) . -
does not represent & really impartant or significant political force. . Lo
Some reports bave indicated ihe possibility ihat be may return to the
dutentico Party. Sanchesz, however, claims he hss olans to increase

e the scope and strength of the Triple 4 by incorporating other groups
into his organisation.

dccording to Sanchez, the Triple A currently is expanding through-
cut the coumiry and is getting recruits from the old autenticos, from
pvople who first started political lifs im the 26 of July, some few
frem the Ortodewos, and also from the ranks of theose who are completely
new to political activity. His group hss act attracted the support of
former followsrs of B:iista who joined the 26 of July in considerable
mmbers. These he describes as people who had no positions of public
respancibility under Batista, but becauss they essentially favored a
strong-men government, they supporied Batista and now suppart Castro
for the sams reasoa.

sccording to Eller Rofidriguss Amaro, Asslstant Publicity Director,
and Sr. Gonzalesz, Secretary of Acts, the Triple 4 has been axtending .
its activities throughout the island and has established local groups ) '
in towns and cities in most of the provinces. It has also established
& labor commdission and claims some influence im the labor mcvement,
particularly in the cmgtructin end gastronamie trade wion federations.
- Sanchez emphasises, however, that as long as the Castro government remains . . ;
e In pover, no palitical group which is nct with the government can vin a . ’
majority in the labor mo ewent. .

Although the Triple a has 1ittls mass follouwing, 1% possessss a . !
cadre ‘of intellectuals and has the capability of providing a smsll
opposition. The group has made efforts to organize and exterd its
activities, has publiczhed a few pamphlets to date, and has requested
US assistance in developing its oppoaitiom capahility. : ]
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. Col. Remen Barquin Lopes was born in Las Villas privince, Cuba, on

R .12 May 1914, He graduated from the Cuban Militsry Acedemy in 1940, He

. attended the U. S. Army Strategic.Intelligence School in 1948. In 1945

he served as technical adviser to the Cuban delsgstiion to the Chapultapes
Conference and ip 1946 was named director of the Supericr War College
of the Cuban Army. In 1948 he becams Chief of the Intelligence Sectiam
of the Army General Staff. In 1949 he was sssigned to the Inter-american
Dofenss Board in dashington. He subsequontly beceme Cuban Military
Attache in Washington and served in this position until april 1956 when
he was arrested by the Batista governuent as the leader of a military
plot and seatenced to six ysars imgrisomment, In January 1959 Barquin,
relessed from prisun by the revolutienary forces, assumsed temporary
command of the Cuban Armed Forces. He was replaced in this post by

N Fidel and subsequently by Raul Castro Ruz, and was relegated to unim-~
portant military duties, probably because of the 26th of July Movemeni'fs
fear of his independence and wilitsry following. In May 1959 hc was
virtually exiled by esppointmsnt &s roving ambassador in Zurope, based in
Frence, DBecause of his connectians with the Montecristi group, his
popularity, and influence with the military, it is believed that should the
Montecristi group enter the political arans, Barquin would play an
impoertant and influsntisl rols.





