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TO: Mz, william K. Harvey ng@ G Oy
Chief, F1/Civisioa D. Wy @ oﬁ?
) %%/)éf i
From;: Anita Potockl

Subject: NSA Telephons Request circa 28 September 1960 to Office of Security,
reiryed to F1/Livision L, regasding Fossible Access to the Recordings
Allcgcd to Have Been L;ade of the Speech at the Latin American Youth
Conyrosa on 4 August 1960 1o ifavana by Bernon Ferguson MITCHELL.

Reference: (S-3/450,465, disseminated on 2l September 1960, ' :

i. Eefcrenced renort, based on HZP~3852 dated 29 August i960. was
disseminated on 21 September 1960 as CL3/45C, 465 to varicus U,S5. Agenciss,
including NSA. Separately illea bi. Hanna of the Panama Station preparcd
& dispaich forwarded as HZPA~10437 undsr date of 14 Septemnber 1560, referencing

i above report and calling attention to the fact that MITCHZ LL had been reported
: present at the LAYG Mee’ing according to disseminated raport. HIZIPA-10437
was routed to varlous W H Livisiona Lesks, none of which hrocsht the contants
ts the aRention of appropriate V. H Livisioa officials who maight have been expected
to have had sume knowledyge of or responsisility for follow-ap of such informatiom,
and latter dicpatch, therefore did not reach this oifice until 7 Letober 1960,
through the good offices of L‘r{l ClitpsfvH. Mr@u the
individual who noted on the cov TH Livision, when c v phons,
 had advised that oo attempt had been wads to follow-up this lead or to determine
who in the Agency might bave responsibility for reporting such information dirsctly
to NSA or other U,S, Government agencies,

- 2, Cun or about 28 September 1560, \ir. Jo. Do Noell of O/S/SRS received
& teiephone call {rom NSA oflicials, calling his attention to the existence of a
report CS=3/450, 465 of 21 septemnber 196U, which indicated that CIA bhud either
had an observer or had contact with someone who had attended tha LAYG, which
individual had reported per referance that Zernoa &' MITCHLLL had made a
. speech in ilavana om 4 August 1960 which speech “had besen recordsd”. Ezgo, .
- NSA was most anxious to 00tain either tha originals or & copy of the “‘tapes” T
or "record’” meotionsed in the report, im order that persons familiar with MITCHEZLL .
and his manner of speaking mizht lisien to same to check the identification
made in referenced report. Mir. Noell relayed this request io the writer immediste-
. iy upon veceipt, whereupon within the space of two Jays or 8o, the writer in tura
i checkad with the Cllice of Chief, WH/ uperations, hiFe J. =8terline, who in turn
referred the writer to the Papamanian Lesk, - f{ter & succession of referrzals,
. : the writer ended up taiking with a youny laay in ranams Reports Section, whose name
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unfortunately escape me at this time. Notes made at the time of this
conversation have either been mislaid or temporarily lost, and therefore

are not available for referral at this writing. After several minutes of discussion
back and forth with reference to the report itself, attempts to lucate emact passage,
etc. the writer finally arrived at & point where the request {or access to the
“recording" mentioned by NSA officials could be relayed to the Fanama Desk
officer. Reaction received amounted to a re-interpolation of what Para 3.k, of
Referenced Report actually said, was intended to say, etc., how the {nforcmton
was probably obtained, and {inally a virtual refutation of the statement taat the
“speech was recorded" as repor ted in cissemination. 1 was thereupon advised
gratuitously that "if a recording actually was made, undoubtedly this was under-
taken by the Cuban avthorities thernselves as tas hosts for the meeting..... and
therefore would be in Havana in the hands of the Castro asthorities, and notin
the posseasion of CIA either in the field or at Headquarters,” A few more rounds
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that above statement was mere assumption on her part, obvicusly was not cased
on any factual information she had first-hand or had developed through research
into other papers available on this conference, wherefore CIA could not relay

such a reply to NSA, Addirional argument ensued, ard the Panama Desk officer
recollected that "someone eise recantly mentioned tapes brought up either {rom
Cuba or Pavama which somesne had been looking for, out in a different connection...™
She was thereupon requested by the writer to check into such separate inquiry,

and advise the writer of the results. Another talephorne call within about 24 hours
resuited in agrecmeni by Fanaums Reporis Seciion either to initiate necessary fieid
pouch themsezlves, or eise to take up with the appropriate Operations Cesk Cificer
the initiation of a formal inquiry to Panama Station, by pouch, the entire rmatter

of existence of a tape or record-platter of the speech reported in reference,
avallability of such "recording' «tor to the Station or the Agent who had brought

in the original report, and request that if available, suct recording be forwarded
to Headquarters soonest. [ wae under the impression a: the time that the party

w {th whom } had talked bad accepted this request as official, and that I had recsived
a firm commitment that appropriate correspohdence would be initiated to cover
this point, allowing for “crash priorities” which might develop unexpecgedly, so0
that.a reply could be expected by late October or early November. ] reiterated
insistance by this office that without regard to any knowledge possessed by Hgs.
Desk Officers of the circumstances of the reported LAY meeting, at least a
pro-forma written query to the field was required on basis of the NSA requeet

that they be allowed to listed to the reported "recording". in order that a factual
answer could be given their inquiry and the disseminated report be clarified in
event the wording used therein had led to errameou- conclulioru on part of the

reciplent.

|

3. At the time of these discussiona the writer gained the impression that
& relatively Ixrge amount of confusiun reigned in the ‘Cuban and Fanamanian Uesks
of WH Division, based upon crash-priorities retuldng from the U.N, meeting .
{n New York, Mr. Castro's antics in New York, absence of varidus responsible
i
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desk officers om other business, wherefore there might be some delay in gerting

the actesl pouch written and out to the nneld. Miention also was made of & large
amopant of material recentiy sent back to Headquarters from the field in connection
with the LAYC and from the Panama Station, which would also have to be checkad
prior to preparation of the cutgoing dispatch, ctc. However, the writer was assured
that we would be kept advised of the progress made and specifically would be
imenediately alerted, when field reply on this point was received.

4. Above iniormation wa s relayed to »ir. Noell upon completion «f these
arrangements, and be in turn advised NSA that we were checking with cur field
representativee in an effort to locate the actual recordings, tape or platter as the
case might be, 10 which they desired access.

5. As of this morning writer was advised by Mr. Noell that }SA had

_ ageain inquired of him last week, and again this week the status of oar efforts to
locate the requested recording of the MITCHELL speech on 4 .Aazast 1960, as they
gzill Jesired to listen to the voice to verify the idantfication of the speaker as
actuzlly the former NSA empioyee, SDerrnon F. MITCHELL, as veportsd in reference.
The writer thercopon retraced the ertire performance, as related in paras 2 and 3,
only to discover anew that no~one had the faintest inkling.of what | was talking about,
nor could anyone recollect that any request had béen made by this office or the
writer with reference to C5-3/450, 465, para. 3, k. After initially calling Mr,
ESTERLINE'S secretary on this problem, the writer was referred by her
to Mr. Fhillips, who apparently is head of the Fanarmna Desk. After a “jolly”
chat well into the subject, hir. Phillips, who had listened politely for a brief tinas,
agked whether the writer reaiized that he knew noithiag about the whole aflaizr, and

arily responsible for PP activities. He suggested | call a Mr.

O% on cxt. 2031, who supg ested that ] might have been talking at tims
or original query with Miss Barbara cdmund 8, Repgrts Officer, or “the other girl
who works in that same office. However, Mr ot down to specifics right

away. After obtaining the necessary copies of both the disseminated report and the
HSPA-10437 dispatch referencing same, he agreed that there was some urgency in
" getting & definitive repart from the field as to whether or not a “recording” had
been made of the speech itsel!, who made it, who held it, and whether or oot the
original or & copy thereof could be obtained on & priority basis by Havana Station
and forwarded to Headquarters for the purposes requested by NSA. He thereupon
- puggested that he could send ocat a routine cable to the {field, text of which he 2
virtoally read to me over the phone, and asked whether in the interests of expediting
s same I could coordinate it for FI/D by phone in draft-form, which I did,
He was advised that the indicater "ZRGRACE" should be included in the heading,
and we shall therefore receive a copy of the cable when 1t ie finally sent oat. we -
will «l80, otwicusly be included on the reply or replies {ro.n both Havena and
Panama City, when available. | gainad the impression that Mr. !
o gersonably impressed by the u]rgency of getting & straight-forward answer after
gruch annecessary delay, and the spot we weee now in vis-a-vis NSA's orizinal
}eqq,u't of over a onth ago. ] am certain that we shall not get any run-arcund from
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6. Mr. Noell was advised by phone this worning of the ialest developmments.
Mr, Noell advised that since the most recent query on thie matter came Jromm
Jerry Brastow, Leputy to Al Grooms, he was of the bpi-uon that this wae merely
a fobbwe-up of pome loosc-ends concerning which som.sone on General Carroll's
gtaff may have made inquiry to Brastow, in connec.ion with the Carroll Investiga-
tion of this case. General Carroll's stalf, apparcntly, keep digging up such little
unfisished pieces of business, and reminding vaiious people at NSA , probably
on 8 "tickler system basis' that such and such a lead has not been checked out in
its entirety, and that status of such requests should be checked. My. Nosil advised
that in light of his original report to Nia that ClA was working on attemfts to iccats
the "zrecordings™ either in the field or at headquarters, he would make no furthar
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7. So far the situation seemeé 0 be under control once again. It is most
anfertunate that soch unnecessary delay in complying with the original request
w=as cansed by 2 variety of {actors which in distilled {2shion can be termed
“lack of cooperation” by WH/Puaama Lesk officers with whom the original
regoest was discussed. I is aleo unfortusate that {froms the outset, namely
receipt of H2k-36532, this eatire matter has been given otwiously reuatine
treatment by people who either iack ihe initiaiive 1o check on who might bave
responsibility within ClA for {allow-up of this type of case, or who were not
sufficiently “ag courant’ with the overt news (o recognize the namne Dernom
F. ditchell. [ am not certain that you wish to take this matter any further,
unicss there ave reacons of wirich | am unaware. Biy own impression iz that
perbaps the best thing would be to let the whole matier drop {or the moment,

. ~ at least untll such time 28 we can again raise it 8ay by next Tuesday or 8o,
) in event we do not have a reply to My able by that date.
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Criginal & cc: MF. Harvey for ZRGRACE File
: ce: 201282337 (Mitchell 2¢1)
- I 2 [ < -$4 ‘J's. SRS. ME. J D Nuu

o oman o o

it gt






