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EX -786 
5 December 1966 

MEMORANDUM .FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: ••American Defectors to the USSR" 

1., The attached material was pa.'rt of a soft file entitled 
"American -Defectors to ti:e USSR "• which was set up by SR/6 
(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR componeots 
until ca. 1963. The compilations were derived from a Variety 
of sourc:;es, and contain both classified and overt data.. 

z. In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over to CI 
Staff. In most instances, basic information was then abstracted 
for the US Defector Machine Program. In all instances in which 
the material was unique, or represented a valua.ble collation ef'Cort, 
it has been incorporated into the appropriate ZOl file, along with 
a copy of this memorandum. 

3. U is suggested that any dissemination of this data should 
be coordinated with SB Division and with CI StaCf (Cr/MRO), ln 
view of the frequentl}• inadequate sourcing and of the fact that 
disseminations have alro: ... uy been made through the US Defector 
Machine Program. 
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'r."EBS7~ ltobert l:.dwal"\ 1 201-265!.!72 
23 Octot>er 15128, 'Iitfin, "'hio 
Plastics expert,; i~an:i Co. e~lcye 

All entries t.hrouch 1-:a,y 1%2 com frof.l 201 unless ot~rwise~~gted. 
-v~ 

Circa (,_]1 !·:11rch l9c;9. ~e N.de preli.:tL"laey trip to •"-oscov in connecticn 
with planni~ the Mm exhibit for next su~r 1s t!.;::~ fair. 

' 

Circa 3 .!ia;r - hte June J.C59. ;..ecorrl trip _to Hoscov to hel::l set up the 
Rand exhibit. ..ent stea~- wi.t:l Vera PIJ To::o'IA 1 l'!l.'lrried, hostess at Hotel 
tlcraina/corrector for a .Soviet corres..,cndence sc:tool' s I-;~lish lanr,uace ·c:~e
partlrtent/.:":neli.sh teacher at .1-'..ec!i.c.d Institute. .3he a.:-wn,;s l'llf:t ha 01.;tsid& ,.......,·~·'''"'--... --;~~~-.... r 
so that. collear.ues wo1.1ld not kncr" sile dat1~· I.P!erl.ca.n, but so~~~ebody knew 
because she 1!S!~:Uly had to re~uest l)'"rmission to take eveni~ oft - an:i she 
al}U.,Ys eot it. .t.lAays had t.':.e taxl lf.'avc her nc':>r b\'i. not at her home, and ·"'-';· _ 
allowed nothi~ more than one kiss, at end of evenine. He told h.E::r his wite ·-
didn't understan:l hi.:t\1 etc., an:l t~t he wo•:ld co:-~e b~c;( to ::oscow and IMITJ' 

her. ,.... Her MJI18 al.s.o re;::ortee "'S Vera .i.. v-IDovTill. IVCE.e:!;r.o, pro ~.b 1y her l'Uliden- -~· · 
nme. ·.:.;he nieht poo::;ibJ.7. t-e identical with Vera PLO'niKO'.'A, re?orted 1n ·"~ 
00-.3-3 1 1401 059 o! 21! :.iept 195~ (SH/O.S/JIO) as a 20-year old elevator •perator;:~. 
at the UkraiM; she beca..11e ver.: fricrely Hith the sc;urce 1 s wife (?.l.,:;si:m- ' 
speaking) but aeked her not to s~crJ friendliness in public, met ~er elsewhere 
to talk1 sMred confidences, ~poke f'OOr to f~ ir bnclish;'\ 

J JcJ..y 1959. His third trip to the UXR. he h.'!d abo-.:t six pieces of 
luccare, crRJ!III'Ied with n:~lon hc-~e, El11. Fitzce,.•·k r~c.,rds, cn;:>ies of r.:.;. 
marazines, etc., <'!":d seve-rcl boxes of books, but 11hc did :1ot tat.:e heavy 
clothinr: because l-..e felt th!s ll'!i~ht look susplctot..s 11 Ul lie !1.1.d nc. tr:>uble 
wh'ltsoever wl.th :..o·fiet custo~, ,r;d he went out l:ith Vera on his first night 
b!lck. 

Circ3 11 ·1,;1"-· 1959. !!e joined two hir,h .Joviet exhibit ofticiAlz at 
t!:eir re<:ta•orant. t'lble at the f,i.r and told then h~ w:mted to defect. They 
arrarwed mee til'li fe:.r days lat.er >tlth ::over:l:'!Ont rej;r.;:!;;ent;:. tves POPO'/ and 
El_!!~.!IK!!I - rcr dinner 3t Prar::~ L.:t favorite r,GB i'.an,:,out). :;,;..;,. tt 

Circn 15 Julz 1959. rn:er inflt·ence of' vod!Ga a•Jd ·.rooo at Pra;:a, wrote 
letter to :..uprene .:oviet r!.'qo.J,.Stirt: stay as Soviet citizen. ?t..'?OV s::tW not 
to tell anyone 1 sirx::e answer :1!.l.f.ht take a ~rhU.c. GaVll hin 'l,t:estionrud.re to 
tRke back to hotel ane fill ct·t: bioc plus re:'lsons for defection. 

lh Aurust 1959. Sent his -~1fe a teht;r11:n sa:·ine h••d sold 100 units, 
which untrue. 

Aurust 1959. !-!ore rneeti:-:::.s in priv;;te roor..s at nico restaunnts. The 
.;.oviets impresr.ed on hil1l t!'nt if he s ~ved he co•.•ld nevet" leave. .,:uestioning 
i.ncl11ded debrL.:finr by t·.1::~ c!1e:'list:> to ;:;e,-! if he re::~lly!corld n.lke the spra;r 
eun (for plastic coatinr; jobs) l'momtrated at f.and exhirJi~; ;oke·; about 
bu. :l.nt; hi.m in<>tead of cun. 

Late Au:ust 1:?59. \o'ife ct!.::-led hin askinr. if he con:ir.r b'!CIC. She wanted 
to know so t.hat ~lie cculd ceci...ie u:·ct::er to put the children !.nto usual 
school {if ll<! cor.. ir-e howe) or .-:.:>ve to her . • l.rl!nt s 1 ho;qe .a:ri p;:t the:' i:1 
school tllt.'n· (if i:e n;:>t.). :;e c;.·_;l.:d to :o nhcnd ant: D:.:t, t.J!e:. L"lto L'sual 
school. 
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) !..e ... ~ .... :..r.! ..;,* !9~;' .• :C::V ~ t, h;.,r: :.t .e~:ro::,:,l rc..,tr..u:·a:-.~ and tal~ hi...:. he 
had br:cn Acc•,vt.ed. !his was just art.cr clo!'illf of t:dr 11.'¥: th.r~e r!a;•:J 'before 
Ram rroc., t.o l.c11vo for hone. P as;.:ed w!'IE!ro h<E Wv\tld lilre .._o ·o~orr. and when 
io said i:O:;co-..r infomed M.:·:~ it WO'I•ld be Leninr,rl'ld. {W later t..ol'i:l .:r • .i~'ld 
a:'¥'1• «<on:~ul !,;nyder t.hat hi!! had been offered .,,r;c ir. I'I!UV cities.) \, ntr.Jested 
a va.c.~~• ionJ r.··•·!.::;:!. z:.eetirc wit..'l ?:'ro·; a."ld :.:::.:::!!':!: on ~:;b\la,:: steps: 
arr.~~:-re~~tCnts !or W to get aw:v trom it"m croup -.li.thout kil:i."lf: n.ot.iced. 

10 ;..r::'ltel!loor 19~9. Sent to Leninr.rad with intcroNter 'iolod]a fsee also . 
.iUcchrcc::lll ca:ii3 • ~iven 1000 old rubles tome! prord· e<1 11\ore. Jet b7 Alelcsq 
of lr.turi:Jt in Lenircrad. i.:ept chanr-111: hotels so t.'lat 1\!li'C rr:rlp couldn't. 
eet htm. H&d left note SI\Yii'!G pl'!nned travel !'ll'CUnC :j;::;R ee!"ore retmnin£1 
but t.hEry s::~elled a rat and were tr:rif1t'! to locl'lto h.ba .1\1'\)""'"Y. 7olod-.ra stayed 
there with t:il'll; went sightsee inc, 11pplicd f'o:" job at A.enin.:rad ;;..;1enti.!ic -..,~ .. ". "-
ReseV'ch lmtitute. He was allO'w'ed to call ~er~t, who CI!!Jlle ri{:ht. t:p and b%'0\llh\ 
the rest ot h.1s bar.race; arrair began. 

Circa 11id -l.lctober 1959. ;teturned to ."lose ow. 

16 llctober 1959. MF;,. called tiS Embassy to say tlvt t \i h.l!d a.ssl.LIIIIIed Soviet. 
ci tizenshlp. 

17 October 1959. Confrontation ll'lceti~ :~.t :·!oscow OVIP., with l!and and 
Scyder ;>r<::;ent. T.ei:ii!'l!lper r.::,A:~tt s:~.id it wns e.••otional see.-..e at ~Rbassy and 
tnnt ,; ilwt said ho had not yet received ::ovict passport, bt;r. t.'-113 ?l'Obabl,y 
wro11e. Tnto:- story seems be tlvtt ~. ~it ned ex:p:1t.M.ntlon !'or!'l 1 ke,t !"lis r .s. 
pasSYlf):-t revf:rt~eless (on pretext. th.-~t. h? didn't h~tve it ..r.th :-dn, ·.r:14.th he 
re~>ll,j did), a!'XI follcr.~ed ~~ovh·t iru~tr.:cttons in telH~ .:.;r:;:ro~r •,>:tt he h11d 
received .:.o-.-iet. passport on 21 ~e;Jt.el'll:er (".uich hf"' lr.'ldn 1t), !-..:'!C c~!"ected 
for politiefll re~tsons (rttich he dinn•t,) 1 etc. Accordin;• to in!::~:':"'ation in 
CI/:JlG file:~, £nyder snid t.'lat t.'1e only di:;crep:mcy bet·,;een r. 1 :J S~h"r"/ ant:! 
~bJ~:JSJ 1 s facts 'Al\8 that :.e seemed hor.estl,r i; r.orant. of tuo p:.o~ c"'ll:J he 
su_pposedly I'll! de to l:tand office in •:Oscow. lte :;Rid he ml r;ht ."!aYe !!'Jt:horized 
the:l to IX: m'lde in his !1l':'!e. ilote Unt. bot't c11li::; purporte-:!.;: received 
~y rt"V".d 's !:oviet el'loloyee Gal ir.a. Ivanov1111 :GD:-:r KIJ::U. Haile :;he alore in office. 

Octorer 1?59. .1. \:as!1iwton Post article or 21 !!.ny lYe? ~n!rl t!":at he 
chanrec his r~ti'l:! aftH only three months in the li::::.:~t a.!1d wer:t tn u.e ~Mbassy 
for e :: ·-. reentry permit, but t.'li!'t it ues tt·rned do"o-1n and !'-.e r.ac to 1fait a 
;rear to rea!:lply. r In the li:)lt of ol..hcr re;x:rts, tJtiS ~eelllS t:-.or?t!ehl;r 
e1rbled a~ to be "d isrer;arded ;_] 

Ci:-ca 18 lictober 1959. !l":::edi~tel:: o1· shortl,y after the cc:.~ro~tation 
l'!leetin.:·, he anu '/era took: orr for <'I vacation in ::.ochi. 

11: :;ove!i:ler 1959. The ••e•" Yo:-1 Ti!'!llf•s wrote that he hnc ·.tri':.ten his 
parent.::; he ~as planning to ~a:rr;.· a ..;ovict c!rl. 

Circa 18 i;<z~z:xilll ::overr.ber B)9. f,ft_..r .:; month in <..oc:-.i, !1e ;<~nC Vera 
retl•rncd to settle in ""'eni:1;.:rac. •era 'ft'as nis assLct.ant •u1..: t:-a.-..:::.!!tor, and 
l'lecorrl!.nr. to R.a.nd (hu.! woulo he know 1 ] she rot about 2CX,'O r:bl€'s a Month. 
He was assir;ned t.> ll'-"l.ke the spra,r c;un, at a s11lar:r or 2 00 a Hont.:: plus 
se;:~..:..~::nu!\1 bonus of 500..(-QC rubles) this wns eCJl:al w the s 'tlar:.- of tlla 
c.~ief -·f Lab ~i5 "..lherfl hG 1~cr'··<:>d. His onl'.· d,.ct·:!ent ••:ts a SJ.i"l L::o..., o."IR 
~?.yin:.; th.:~t he l:a.d 3p:lied for a ·:?:>:>;>ort-. '"he;: lived 11t .. o:-.cratr.vskl;y 
filltTHm~zx:m'~rizz~ Prospek+. ~OI'~·· f<, """t lll, Le'1i.n·r~tl K-<:::, • !··:-.,e-roor.t 
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V.te ~ctr.ber 19$9 or ei'IJ"h· .;11-:- ''\%"'! 1%0. !:e<:oeived ::oviet internal 
p~s~;:>ort.. 

'27 J~t."l''"" 19!<>. rleceived 6 Lece.1l>f>r ~t.t.er !'ro!l his !11ther telli!\': hill 
his not !wr no·.; In :'!Pr.t.al hosnit11 1 l>ecause of h!s ce!ection an<' rellllin:ling 
hbl of resno:-..sibil!.ty tor his cM.l·.!ren, etc. :-:e deciced r:o ho1111 bl·t told no one. 

J :::otrc"' 1°60. He vrote r~the:- 'IS\d:"'(" help to retrrn ho~ And as'lciJl: 
vny hi~ tnt~r nadn1 t replied ~ his 5 robru~.r letter (whtc~ ~he lather had 
never r;ot.tm) ~ 

11 a."Xl 1( i'U<Ch 1%0. He 'I."X"'te his t'l'lt.:'l'er t..'t:tt t!l!l !li.r.il,y should coa 
visit hi:t In the t ... :Ji. Xbo,•t. t!"l~ t!I"'C l'.!Uld advised t.:1e !ather to get~·~~~ 
phone l'!l!ltlber so t..'l:-t they c<n:lc t.dir to l':i:t. 

1 A"'l'l"~l ]Q,;O. Ran! rPf'orted rece!virr a vtre trou ·,; :trtne hf.s phone 
in .i...e:n.r~:raa aa u~)70$. 'i.'his' v-"!' ?nore at lao, w~re f'lt~r callDd hill 2 Apr. 

c:; t.nril 1960. '.; 11rote his !ll!t!'ler t!1~tt h~ 11oul.ci be in i·oscow tor the 
:!3,:.· 1-a,.. cdt .. r.£UO!l!l an~ '.lv'\!ld e"l.1.1 At. t.'lc ::.J'II:Ja:::::r.r. ~e r..:::.t certain or re
t• r:lil"'f: to t.'lr.l : •••• ::md tflld !~t';.hc.:r not t..> corr:: visit hi..,. lll!'tcr all. 

~- l):fO. '¥olo-.lya h.~,· •rr:o:1 ~·<l tr.v~t,"''-!on fo:- 'N 111'11.' Vcr11. to !·~:;cou 
'('\..~rtt(!e. -'.:~. \IC!'lt. ~;o 1t·:~t 1 ~n t-o.~~r.;;.. 

L :.~ 1 _,~·.o. He vi.;.;!.tcO ~· ...... :... ~JJy, ·., .r..r& nc•.- c:-.a.-tlle:"tt~a,~ b;t ~•oviet 
f~Ard:t . cca.·A'>e of A:~wricn" a--,(:~rP~r.P. .:-:--.;.'tier to!d 1':1:3 ho·., ;:;o ebcrut rett.ir.e: 
exit vba. Infar!IUltion in C!/SI::i !''les add:s that 'b said at thi:J intervie'lf 
t..'l:t t he lutd rflcentl.y ltlade e ::iJ'f)ec!: t-:; 1l la.q;e ll'.•d tenc:e on w:J.,Y he le!t the 
~· .::; • Cllliftl:'l sa'.!: nothlnr deroglltcrJ to l' • .:. • ~ia~ toll.! Jpooch recorded tor 
!\•t,.re 1"!\<l:lo uza. 

6 :!'\;· l'ifO. :re lrl"'te f!lthcr !'"!7'e:rt i!T invitations rec:es::~ar; !or :.ioviet 
exit :><.:-:-,1L ':'clt.1 ·:era ·l.lO 11 :"tt i':::t" W'IS "'l".:"t a"l.: tt:.:'lf'!Ye·J". '!era, six 
"ont;l:; r:·n;'"le:.t1 hl'ld to a·•"rove :.i.~ <>xi•. re.r .. e·;t1 ..,;ltC:l si<e did 1 flO:OSibl,y 
nssllni.nr it ~:"-llcn 1 t be rr.,nted '1::_.-.,ay. 

~f: Jt:l·: lCl'O •.. ;rrctl' f .... ,~:- ~~'~<t' ls of::,~· .!Jay t:'tp. -till no ttentlon 
'Jf Pn:~rs, t ... o··r~ .t1.nd l1:~d tole .J::-<=sr .'\ll a!-0'.:1.. freeze(cau;ed by L'-2):1ilich 
!tt. r~·~ into "..t!ten !x. lc!"~ tl:t? ~~~-;- ~:·" C*ir 't'1 ...'\::1-e 1~.0. 

lt1 .~~· .. .,:Jt. 1~1~0. D~,,-t;:lter Z·.~c• .. .'!..:;;_., !lorn. d aC.)~ted !lt:t· !. .!,'"~}~ da;;s l.!!~r, 
C't?.L:>i!"li·y ~:::--:. r.e o:cJ not i!!te!!:! t.:> ~~~:- •e:r::t '!:lcc.,~·::e he '!;!:; not divorced 
Crc:-! h"~ !.'ir!it •-t~!fe. 

"1:· ::!'t. J 1'0. .-; il.;<! col1:.J1.( ttl'- ~-:~:: •.:-.ir: :or exit a:--:-lic<tt ion. i-'roa 
-- · . --~·;::· ... -; :-li=.'1t'!.(·n ~ : "'·!" .:. -~l'r, ·:Pr:-t :.r;ts :-:o:·•..: :1tten:.ive to hi.!:l 

o=:.i.·ici:U..:; CP;!e fro1~ .. wco·.t t.':· 2.s · :1i:-t wh~· .. ~.: wa~ l:n:-.l~ry. 
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~~~l'\."':<'T lo.Jfl. · .. &. .... ' Vera ve~::at!..::nt!d at .... t'AC!': l'ICI'Ir .di.(a. •era received 
f'il'lllll (hv.:~.""<:e i"r0111 tint h•.tsblttld. 

~Iii Ft"~r-.:~r.- 196~. This vas t.lJtl d!llto :; receive,! edt per.;it., according 
to 1tut. ~st.Ser t-1,: !":nm. (Cl/SIG files) 

£ ~ -&rc~ 1 ~2. t-: wrote p11.rent s t.'Ht.t he· cUd not. hne much ao:ry saved 
a:x! ••d: ''t nt'CO it f'<'l' •lotiCOV eta,)·. (.::I/5!~) , ... 

i) P~'lrch 1.;€-?. Clt.·vol'nd PlAin :.eder 11rticlt> said that "he. he lut. 
:.rrote ~'-'-'lily h• haJ ,1ob in ;;.o~tc.w-c!'l ...... o!l 1 also u~ tr to :..opt u:i::t:od:llwt: 
lllides said in .. as::in;·ton too1\y th'lt this 13 the fir~t case of its idnd in 
V.:ich ·the •'usi' h.n~ have cr~nted an en t visa". ! T;,ls i.nac:curnte: ""' vas 
!'lf'ver eYen ir. !to::- tov-o11..uon so far as is lcnolln,~ ruxl Oswald tar ont. h.ao alreah 
~en r,ranted a."l exit perlllit. (CI/::IC:) 

!-~,., 1*2. He w11s m•"t by no o!'le' \:~on arrival in }:o::;cow. 
hotel w .lCrc :"J:"csented note from Ver~ 01s:.:i~ for cheap l"'CII!I. 

a:-.y- :t.:..~ :> i.'ln. 

·4.>r'!irecl to :;Mll 
ne !l.,J net. lanrned 

1~ ;~:. 1*:'• Traded "'OViet .L-ltt>r:.al pnssport for exit pa;:;;;port, ,.,t, O'!IR. 
$ i :·':ellrnr!:ilt' ran 0\lt. 0 f IIIOn'.?j' • '/er:J. se:rt "in ::one frJr.; -enir1;·rad. 

.... 

l<1tRr b :::!!.;-. Rect:lved ll'oney nrk~ nlnne tickP.t !'roll (Ptht..r. i.~;turned 
Vera's loan ph.:..-: extra, vi:'! l.P corl'(';·wndent. 

20 :~w 1~?. ArrivP.d in t.::. UXE't• :'!li>!n quota. J:.Xtensivel,:,· debriefed 
by CIA, ,jJ:, etc. :'sych ll!:~leS~Ment t::.'!t-he uner.1otior.L"l 1 not the type to 
lesrn t"ro::~ ·.,,~J,':-ienc:e, thou.·htkss ot lttD:X others' !'!elinrs, :rl;ht be bo\!rht 
orr by ::ovict.s if in need. 
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hn.---:•·r 1~1. · .. a.Y. \"era ve~cat!.-:n~ at ~act ncnr 41\("a. >era i-oc:eived 
!'i:111l div.,.-cc· ti=ci111 tJr:Jt. tmsblll'ld. 

~,<; FE"t:r.:~r·: 196?. This vas t.~e date :; receive,! exit per.:.it., according 
to '~bAt. ~'stS.-:r tclt• ;~Md. (Cl/~IG filesJ 

~ -'~t."C!: 1~2. t-: wrote pl'lrents t.'ur.t he· cH.d not hne IIIUC:h ao:te)" saved 
a:xi •i: l,t ne.-:o i£ t« •to:;c:ov cta.y-. (\:r/SIG) , .. 

i) f'~'\!"C!l N~?. Cl("vel 1nd P],dn !.eder article said that ,;he."'l he last 
wrote .:.'·'-'lil.,y he- !tao.! Job In .:to~tov-cn ...... otl1 also 11.:t1 to :..Opt n u du::lt.JC!t 
111ides said in .. a:;:tinrton toc:ia,r th"lt L1d.s u the ti.rl't case of i t.s lciild in 
lif.:ich ·the •"'.tssi:m:; have cr!!nted a.'l eJii t Yis.s". tr;,is inaccurtlte: htl vu 

. ·.-... 

nt"ver even ir: !l.o:.- tov-on...uon so tar as is kn0'1n1 ruld Osvalc:l tar ont. h.."l<i alreah' 
be-en r,ranted a!'l exit pcmit. (CI/::rc:) · 

~~,v 1*2• He v;~s rH:t by no o:'lt' \!;:"On arrival in r:o:;c:Otf. 
hotel v:~re ~resented note fro111 VerP ~skinr, tor cheap room. 
8!"'..)- lt .... s i.'Ul • 

·~r~ired to :;:ull 
ne·~,~ net lenrned 

1<: :~;. 1%:'. Tradud ... ovlet. L"lter::lS.l passport tor exit pa::o.sp;):"t, .. ,t. O'!IR. 
$ .i "·iearro~!:il~· r.t:l out. o !" mon'.l'j'. '/er:J. sent "bt ::ol'1e !ror:< ""'enin; rae!. 

Vt~r b ::~\·. Recf:~ved reoney nr'!..~ nl.Jlne t.ic::kP.t fron t,.th~r. ;\~:turned 
Vera's loan pb:..; extra, vi:~ tP corre:o:·.,.•ooent. 

20 ::.w 1-¥2. ArrivP.d :l.n U.:-. UXt'l" !'l.!.io!n quot&. r..xt.ensivel,j· debriefed 
by CIA, 1 ::I, etc. :>sych 11ssesz1'11!!nt t.::~t.-he uner.1otior.:!!l 1 not the type to 
lcsr.1 fro~ '<'\~.>-.':-ience, tho"o..~·htlcss of xnu t>thers' !P.elin;s, :C.;!tt be 1:X)'U(:ht 
ott by ::ovicts 11" in need. 
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