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Source: · AMOT-245 in AMOT report EE-3876, dated 5 August 1965. 
Field comment #2 was .based on information that AMYUM-14 submitted; 
be received 1 t directly from AMCRUMP-7 (now term ina ted). 
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--------+--------------:----------: ..... ~, 
COUNTRY Cuba REf"<iRT NO. 

susJ~T Addi tlonal B:lclq;round on too 
Abortive Raid o:f the !k!visiento 
Domocr~ta Cris~iauo (MDC) on tlw 

·Distillery at &lnt:a Cru::: del Norte, 

DATE C'F REPORT 17 August 1965 

NO. PAGES 3 

U'vana Province REFERENCES 

DATE Of 26 Julf 1965 
INFO. 
PLACE & United Sta. tes, Miami 
DATE ACQ. (11 August 1965 

souRCE• A member of a group of c;J..Ib::tu. emigres trained in the techniques 
of informa tiou colloc tion. Tho group has provided useful 
reports since 1961. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Field Co!II.IJOnt: TOCS00-315/02530-65,. d:ated 27 July-1965, reported 
the plans o:f tho Moviaianto Democ:rata Cristiano (MDC, Christian 
Demot:ratic li<neoont) to a.ttacl.: the distillery at Santa. Cruz del 
Norto- Operation Cacabual- ott.the night of either 27 or 28 July. 
This plan involved the usa of two craft, tile m-:U.NAr.OO.II, a 
mother ship, ::.nd the VIO.."Y I, an opor:; tional boat that was to 
carry Ule ruidint: party to Cuban shores. TOCSDB-315/02538-65, 
dated 28 July 1965, reported tlmt'tha planned raid did not succeed 
because one of tl:le.craft iu tho raidin~;: flotilla had apparently 
been intercepted by a vessel holiovad to have been a United 
St~tes Navy vessel. 

'Tba following persons were aboard the VICA"Y I on 26 July 1965 
when she was intercepted by a U.'li tad States naval vessel bearing 
number W-42: 1 Angel M. Hernandez Rojo, Placido A. BJlrbei te 
Freyre, Aurelio Pe1lil, akn "Yeyo, vr and two other persons ilamed 
Jorge (lnu) nnd Edg::trdo (luu). Personnel a!Joard the BER.~An.OO II 
included Angel Ve!cta Guillen, Adela de la Campa do la TOrre, and 
Ricardo Garcia. · . 

Opera ti.on Cacabual failed toecausu tho ~~wal vessel began pursuing 
the VICKY I even before ~he reached interua tional waters.-2 Once 
she had reached internatlOt!."\l waters the navalvos8el be-*an 
signaling the craft in ~orse code /Using a blinker light/. 
Tho naval vessel then turned on several o! her searchlights until 
one of the!ll spotted the WX: boat. The vessel proceeded toward 
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tho !.>oat, '!IIBll alnngsic.lo !lor, but. tho auth..>r.lties d\.d not hoard 
her. S1nco the dod: of. thu vot:Wol was ·consiO.:!rs~'lY hlghor than 
that of the Jo.''DC Loat, .it waa oi\sy for ~he· auth;.>ri.'tioil to observe. 
nl.>oard Iter a 57"'-mni roc'>illoss cannon,. a 20-siu:ll'"i.nnlsh-m.'lde 
cannon, an ,'\R-15 rifle, anu.:two Wl'll\Rll lllllChino (l;i.IDS. In ordor 
to. avoid arrost and. having their uoa t <:on!isc~ toad, the crow of 
the VICKY I docidod to throw all .tholr weaj:l.lns .:»\·erl.:.?:lrd. Once 
they accomplished tbis, tho naval vessol left. 

The. Santa Cruz distillery. was soloctod. as· .a "tnrget bocause 1 t ts 
the second most important distillery in Cuba and bocnuse tho MDC 
bad rocolvod inforiDJlltlon that a spec'inl gaso'lilltl to lJo used for 
military pur!iOSEIBI was· be lng distilled there. 

As a result of the desl.gna Uon .of llerm,ndoz RoJo as chief ot the 
JWC's m111 t:u·y sector ,J three raid operations 'Were proparod . 
between late June and late July. In addltiou to. Operation Cacabual, 
the HOC has prep;uod Opera ti<;>n Maceo, wbi~h involves a naval 
~ttack, agaim!i·t the. radar iiU?tldla lions at Clibo de S:an Antonio on 
the Peninsula of Guan.abacauibea, Pinar dol Rio Provirice, and 

.Operation Machete, which is to ·be directod against the destruction 
of the rofrigera tion OQ111p1110nt at tho fishing coopera Uve in 
Pimas~ Pin~ del Rio Prov1n~o.4 These tWo operations are ex~ 
pectod to be launched as soon as circWIIStances permit. 

.. 6 • The MDC has always had the policy· of conducting military opera-
. tiona against Cuba, but it; had not been able to do anything because 
of the lack of strength or Laureano n::dista ·Falla, former m~li tary 
leader of tho W>C. Batista _Falla baa knowledge of Opera t1on 
Cacahual, but ho did not p:articipate in 1 t. 

1. The military budget of the MDC is $750. per month, whicll amount 
is received from Batista Falla's private :funds. However, the MDC 
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expects to receive financial nsslstance from its delegations in ' • 
Puerto Rico, Venezuela, lriexico, How York and West Germany~ 

·Field Comments: 

1. The w...:42 has beenr'identified as a United States Coast Guard 
vessel out of New Orleans, Louisiana. The Coast Guard has 
denied the involvement of the \V-42 in thfs incident. 

2. Another source, who has been trained in inform.'ltion collection 
and whose previous report(ng h~s been accurate but lacking 
in dept;h, has rcported_that, according to :\ngel M. Hernandez 
Rojo, tho crew of the VICI(Y -x first became nware that they · 
were being pursued wbcn they were about 23 miles from Key 
West on the night of 2G July. · 

3. CSDB-312/01498-65, dated 24 J.une 1965, reported that Hcrnandlz 
Rojo had been appointed chief of the mili tnry sec tor and was 
to assume his responsibilities immediately. 

4. The same source recently repod:ed in detail on Operations 
Maceo and Machete in UFG-7445 • 
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