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SUSJECT : fHghts fror.~ Hexico City to Havana on 22 !love!nber 1963 

REFERWCE: 1. What is the total CI..\ infom.ation on the two flights 
f~~ Mexico City to Havana? 

FINDINGS: 

2. What was done at th~ time to develop further info~ation 
on this matter? 

3. Can further information be acquired on this matter now? 

1. The f'~xico St.ation records confim only one flight from r~exico City 
to Havana on 22 November 1963. This \tas the regularly scheduled Cobana 
Airlines flight. There were two reports of small aircraft flights (one 
a twin engine flight to Mexico City connecting with Cubana fer onward 
transportation to Havana of a mysterious passenger; and the other a flight 
allegedly from Dallas. Tijuana. and !laxico City to Havana with two "gang
lando type passengers.) Beyond the original reports (from sources of 
undetermined reliability) there was nothing in the Mexico Station records 
to substantiate that these flights occurred. 

2. facts substantiated by Hexico St.ation records: On 22 Nove:t!::er 
1963 a Cubana Airlines plane from Havana arrived .at the l·lexico City Inter
national airport at 1620 hours - f·lexico City tioe and departed on a return 
flight to Havana at 2035 hours - ~exico City ti~e. It was on the ~round in 
Mexico City for about four hours which would be considered normal for servicing 
for a turn-around flight carrying passengers in both directions. This infor
mation was obtained from sensitive tel~phone taps in the process of routine 
operating procedures on 22 llovernber 1963. 

3. Report not substantiated by nexico Station records: On 30 Nove!:!ber 
1963 CIA Headquarters cabled !~exico City that a report had been received 
that the 22 tlove::1ber 1963 Cubana departure had been delayed five hours from 
1700 to 2200 hours awaiting an ir.:portant passenger tlho arriv~ at the l{exico 
City airport in a private twin motor aircraft at 2130 hours 1-!e.:<ico tin:e. 
Passenger transferred direct1J to Cubana plane without going through cus~~~s 
or immigration and travelled in pilot's cabin to Havana. 2/ This inforr.~tion 
was passed to the l~exican officials on 2 December 1963 for-investigation. 
There is no record of a reply. We know f~~ independent info~~tion in 
paragraph b~ above that sow~ parts of this report are in error. The Cubana 
flight was not delayed for five hours. It had departed for Havana from 
Mexico City at 2035 hours which would be at least an hour before the twin 
motor aircraft was alleged to have arrived in Mexico City. The source's 
name is on the manifest as a passenger fr.n :·~exico City to Havana but the 
ti~ supplied by him does not agree ~th other info~~tion considered reliable • 
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!he l·l.?xic<>ll Gon:•m.::lellt a.~surcd the U.S ,\11hass;1dor tlmt it \:as tal:i•1:_: 
steps to c.::-ntrol tra\·cllcrs anJ .:losc<l ti:c border 1.ith the U.S. for · 
!'event hours i~m~li.:1tclr :titer the ass.1s~i11at ion. 3/ A fl isht of a 
prhate aircral"t su·:h ;:~s this is p·Jssihlc but it is lii1l iJ..cly th~t su-.:!l 
ta1usu.:ll activit)' as this h"OulJ han~ gone unnoticed b}' the t·l<:'xico St:tticn 
tea.Tt of observers t.-1'10 rcportd on OJb;m .. "L .-\i rl inc-s flights. ~I 

.l. Report not substantiated by ~lc.d..::o Station 1·ecords: On Z ~.:O~~~ber 
196.1 the l!amburg Ilolsc reportcJ that a SO'.Jrcc in Cuba claim·~ to h:.AYe seen 
an 01ircraft t•i th ~-!exican r.urkings Jisd~Jrgc p::1sscngcrs at tl~~: 11;.!\':lna aia1.ort 
at liOO hours on 22 No\'ember 1963. The source reported that the t:;o p:assen
gcrs "1•cre ganssters" and thlt "the plune had just cc;r.e from IX.llas, da 
Tijuana (l•herc it ,,.,s forced to land bec<1usc of engine trouble) and l·~.'<ic? 
City." S/ This informtion h"3S sent to the FBI on 23 l'ecClf.ber 196-1 for 
investigation. 6/ The fBI responded on 31 Deccm~er 196.1 that Tiju::ma 
\•."OUld h:we been an unlikclj• place for a ''forced lanJing" on 3 flight fro:a 
fullns to H:n•ana. TI~ei r office \•":l.S makir.g !'10 further inquiries in the 
absence of addition3l detnils froo CIA. They suggested t!~1t CL\ cor.duct 
;m im·estigat ion in Tijuana. 7/ (Tijuan.l is almost the S:l."!lC dist:mce frc::: 
l\tllas flying \·:est as :L·w:ma 'hculd be flying Scuthe:~st or ~~:dco Cit)' 1-.ould 
be Hyin~ South.) The r.lcxico Station had no investig:ltiv e asset~ in th~ 
tijuana area. The inform.ltion l>as a rear olJ when rc..::eivcd and ~..:h too 
vague for•-rctroacti\'e chcddn~ of records. TI1e untestcl source l>ho h::~d 
providoo th~- report died before he could be questioned for additional 
d-et:lils. 

s. The sse V' report page 103 further cor.:plicates tlil\'el data by the 
Ustir.g of the CuiJ:ut:l .\irlir:es flight delar from "6 p.T.'!. until 11 p.m.'' 
The ~·Titers of this report ••ere prolmblr trr.ing to tr:mspo~e th*. J:::-parturc 
time to the equh·::alent of E.'lst~m tii11C. Theil· inform..·nion is d~ted 1 
!:bcernber 1963 ,,-hich is prob.lbly a mista..'-cn reference to tile cat-le ~:hich 
is tlated 30 ~:o1:c:::b·~r 1963. 2/ TI1e ~lcxico Statlcn file copr of this cable 
carried the d::~te :;,£ 1 Decer.Ser 1963 ''hich is the dnt:e it t;as recci1:cd. Y 
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s:iURCES: 

Transcripts frm OJbrul Er:'bassy ru:.d Cubana Air! ines conversati~ns 
en :z ~O\tember 1963 discussin · · delay 
in arri"lrin~. and departure. elephone 
tap of four separate Cuban Ere es. . •. ry trans ations are 
in English f:ro:':l the Spanish langage transcript. These are not verba tin 
transcripts. The Spanish text is the original ~nitor's interpretation 
of the conversation. The E.'1glish text is an interpretation of the 
monitor's interpretation. (File: 50-9-12 Folder 23, 22 ~v~ber 1963 
~o~ 64-518/84, Space 307389.) 

Cable from CIA to l-lexico City Station DIR 3605~ dated 30 ~ve'!':'.ber 1963. 
(File:201-2892~S) ~~xico City Station file copy of DIR 86054 ~hich is 
dated 1 December 1963, the date of receipt. (201-2892~8). Extract of 
the infomation passed to the :.lexican Govem-:~ent officials for a check 
on this aircraft, dated 2 Dece::tber 1963. (File: 201- 2892~8) • 

Cable from U.S. F.r.!bassy, ~~xico City, .Ambassarlor Tho::~as C. :.~. 
dated 22 ~roverner 1963, Cc:ntrol 269, SECSfATE 1171, ad•.tising tr.e 
Dep:~.rtrent of State that the ~·~::dca."l Govem'llent had closed the border 
with the U.S. for all travellers not personnally and well-knc~n to the 
J.1erlcan Govem:::~~ent. (File: ~·lexica Station File P-8593). 

LIFIRE surveillance team. Their case officer at that time was Robert 
H. Feldmann cf L\ Division. 

EGGA.-3111 dated 2 November 1964 •. a dispatch fro::t Hamburg Base 
reported infor.-ation fro:n Professor! ~no had receh·ed 
it a year earlier from a Cuban col1ea~Je. (~~!i1t~ Jqb 166-602/61, 
File: 19-6-79/3, volume 1). r-::.~t.\=1324-l dated 30 Dec~f)er 196.1 
transmitted to :.~xico City St:~.tion a copy of the CSCI-316/02513-64 
11ohich had been sent to the FBI on 23 ~ember 1964. (201-3222~7) • 

• 
CSCI-316/02545-~ dated 23 December 1964 (201-322247). 

FBI E:lelllOrand!..x::l c!.ated 31 December 196.; DBA-9434, Subject: Lee Harvey 
~~ALD respondir~ to CSCI-316/GZS~S-6~ (201-32Z24i). 
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