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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

FROM: Gary M. Breneman 
Assistant General Counsel 

25 August J97t" 

•• 

SUBJECT: Request for Agency Assistance in the Death of John Rosselli .. 

1. Senator Gary W. Hart (D-:Colo.) has involved the Senate Sele.c:t 
Comm.i~e on Intelllgenc::e in the investigation of the murder of John Rosselli 
(Wa..shir.0 ton Post, 25 August 1976. p • ..\25, copy attached). In addition. the 
Director has met with Hart and stated that the Agency would cooperate in the 
investigation of Rosselli's death within the bounds ofits charter and its 
statutory c:harge to protect intelligence sources and methods fro:m unauthorized 
disclosure. 

2. ~t the request of the Committee. Mr. Tom '\'lhite, OLC, and the under­
signed met with two homic:id11: detectives from the Dade County sheriff's office 
at 12:30 p.m.·. 24 August, in the offices of the Committee in the Dirksen 
Building. The two detectives were Julio 0. Ojeda and Charles Zatrepalek. 
Also present at the meeting were the following indi"'t'iduals: Paul Daly and 
Carlton Burrell of the FBI and Mike Madigan. Rick Inderfurth anc! Mike Epstien 
of the C~t::~oi!tee Staff. P1·esent for pa.":'! of ~e :r.:aeetin6 were Bill Mille.r. Staff 
Director of the Committee. and Charles Kirkow of the CommiUee Staff. 

.I 
3. The Agency officers explained that they were there to detennine how,. 

within the Agency's charter. they could provide assistance to the detectives . 
In their investigation and to receive their questions and then pwrsue the ~1ers 
within the Agency. The detEi..ctives asked for help in the following areas and 
their questions break down into three basic: categories. 

A. First. they would like to know whatever the Agency knows 
about certain Cuban nationals, some deceased and some still alive. · 
They are as foHo ...... ·s: 

i. Ramon Don £estevez: Dominquez (deceased by shooting) .. born 
.2 :May.l936 or 5 February 1936; repo!:teclly a boat r.tanufac:tua.·er 
who was able to go in and out of Cuba on a regular basis • 

. · 

--------. ..;;...-_...,, __ ...... .-.---·------------- -·. ·- ------------ --

I • tnoo 

i 

' ; . . . 

I 



liP • 

:. 

·'.;t .. 
:- .. 

.. .- . . .. 
{ 

·u. Robndo lJasferrer Rojas (deceased by bombing)- born 
12 January 1918. 

W. Lucbno Nieves (deceased by shooting). . . . 
iv. Jose De La To:rriente (deceased by shootbg). 

v. Jose Quintana- born 3 October 1945; reportedly a nepha\? by 
!l'larriage to Rosselli. 

vl. Jaoqui.n :Antouio Co:rtl.zo- born 10 January 1945. 

vU •. Mmob. A:rtlm!s (the detec:tiv~ specif!cally aslc::ed ,.,here he is 
now).· · 

vill. AM/L.'IISH - his identity and prese:r.t. whereabouts. 

be:. What are the names of the three Cubans mentioned in the 
Rosselli testimony? (Two of the three names are in the 

; 

9 December 1970 memorandum discussed in paragraph 4 of 
this memorandum.) 
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B. Seccmdly, they asked for whatever information the Agency could 
provide on the following individual;S whose dthcnsbip is unknown but who 
are probably U.S. citizens. 

. 1. Fred Black - identified as a lobbyist involved with Bobby Biker; 
he NportP.dly lives 1n th.c Watergate Ar.at-:.Cent:;; and b a fri:end 
of Maheu. Rosselli and Shimon. They wanted to know if he had 

1
. 

any connection with the Castro assassination plots., •· 

ti. Edward Morgan- a D.C. attorney who has nporledly represented 
Black. Shimon. Rosselli and Maheu. 

lli. Joseph Shimon- identified in the Senate Select Committee Report 
on Alleged Assassination Plots at p:1ge 81 as •a friend of Rosselli 
and Ciiancana.• They wanted to·know if he had any CIA rela­
tionship. 

C. Third. they ask a number of general questions which are as 
follows: 

.· 
I. \"lho is the Cuban who provided the speedboat mentioned in the 

Senate Select Committee Report? 
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U. \'lht~ is 111 l:. 111: ;s.nd what i::; the nrune o!_t.'-lc • .i-Custro croup 
bt~lh o£ whi.ch arc mentioned on pa~e 89 of the Rc::p:::rrl? 

ill. Djd Harvey a.ctuaUy pay Rosselli $2,700 to defray the Cub:m 
expenses as mentioned on page 84 of the Re,t>ort'? 

iv. Why was Rosselli approached i~tcad ·of Gian~an:a. or so:neone 
else? 

v. Did the Agency do a background c'h<:ck on Rosselli ol· GianCU&a. 
and. i! so·. ·C9uld the)• have access to" it~ 

vi. \\"hy was all contact with Ro.sselli sto:;;tped ~ 1955? 

vU. Would it be possible !or them to talk to the man ~r l'Jen who 
served 2.S Chief of Sution in Miami .dudng 1960 to l96S? 

'Viii. Could they talk to the current Chief of Static::1 in 'Miami? 
• ' ' "I • 

b:. Would it be possible !or the detectives to talk to .Ja-mes P. 
O'Connell. a retired senior Office of Security ernployee? 

.. 

x. Does CIA have any evidence that the Cuban Intelligence Se.rvic:c 
may have been involved in Rosselli's death or that Cuban il'lgents 
were in the Miam\ area at _the time of his death.? 

4. Rick Inderfurth presented the undersigned with two classified meJno­
~anda a."ld '!itatcd he thought fr.ey shou'!d be declassifie~ and made available to 
the detectives. One is a 9 December 1970 memoromdum to the DCI fro:n the 

·Director of Security, Subj: 11ROSSEW, J'ohr.ny .• The sec:on4 is a. blind mer.:a~ ... ·t 
randum dated 9 August 1976. Subj: 11J'ohnny Rosselli. 11 Copies of boUt 2.1-c ··• :.r 
attac:heca. 

5. The undersigned tt.ade absolutely~ commitments v.ith respect to any 
of the requests c:Ccept to t1u: one relating to inteniew!ng the current COS :Uia."'Tii 
and I said no to it. The deh:c:fivcs will be in town until Saturd~y a..-u! an be 
reached at their motel, Tel. 521-1900. Room 610. Following that they can be 
reached 01t tho:! shedf!'s office in l'.Uar.li at (305) 547-7456. 

Ga~M.b.d0 
"' Atts. 
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