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R~collec~1o:15 of CI!~ o:~: .. ici~ls . . 
'lr::.e Or6a.:li7..n.t:i~n. of" -::he ccup group 
Wn.~r a ~o•.;p failed t.o f'ollc;.: ~he assassi:::;.:::tic.-.:1 
Int.e~...a t!.::~l ~.r.:t!. 7i ";-Y in o;_'?)si tion to 'i?ruj:llo 
Tee ca.:;~ .. 

State !::.sks Farl:l.:::.:i if he =1.till. e:::.c,-ineer e. ='.::? 
Farl.B:c:d .replies tJ:u t he cou:d • • • • • • • • 
}'arl.Bllil. says t.'::.e d.issiden"t:s n.c-ed gUlls 
7-"!J.e U.S .. iG prep:'lrt:;d. t.c n~s.:!.st i::l o,re!'"t.hro-wi.::s Tr.1jillo 
Rubot~...co asks ~:1t. ::2.ipe!' r!:'l-::s be s~JppLied :::e dissic!ents 
Acting CCI app~7et> C~.ir t':!"'p of l2 S;,ri::;,;''ield. rifles 
Spe:::i:1l Group cpp::-oves ~.ail a.n::s for G..:..ssi~::.~.:; 

COS azk.s that one \.t"€;&.pon ·ce sent in e.acl: pot.:..:::_~ ...... 

r=='-""=~-'l,_,e,.a.r::.s of plB.n -:.c. a!:.sassin.e.::..-:: ·~y i;::e:-~;;tii:..g nuto 
as~~s for su'cxac!:!.J........,e e~s r·or :pl.o::.t.:-:; 
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plot. t.o f_ill '?::-~jilla at :Us :::is~~ress' a~r·:.=e:1.'t . 

COS protes'.:S rest:-ic:.ion o::: :;;;::n.:ci::.ir:e; ·,;eapo= 
II~s g'.!iCa:lce ca=::le 0:1 policy and objectives •••• 
Station asks :pe.:-::;issioa ~ :;:ass t.:Lcee c:arbi..::.es to dissiC.ents 
Eqs approves ;asa:l..r'-5 .::ar'.:;iJ::.c:s • • • ••••• 
The csrbines are passed b t.!::e dissiC.Znts 
Req1..:est fo:- po,..:cb. vaiver ::ef pot:c::ll.ng su:::::mc~e guns 
SuC::.uachlne gu.r..s. pouched 
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Crt tic !fa. 1 o::. i:Ce a sse. s:si=..3 tio.:J. 
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abou~ ren p.n. en tl:e ni;;..'lt. or 30 i'.ay 1961. It was Tn..:jillo'~ 

abcut C:J.ce a -..·eek. C'::'! ::r.ost of his t:ra·;elz he roC.e in a C'":J.r.tsl.er 

Cri~tobal a::td su"':lsti tu:ed a ~!_&:1-ly ste~o-:y-~d :pat-:..e:-::1 of nct.icrr: 

¥.h.aki uLifor:n; an.d set out for San Cri::;toeal in an unesco::-ted 1957 

Chev:role t 1 al·.mys driven by :.he saxe cl"'.auf:'ell!". 

On tl::.e nit¢t of the sla;;~, the Chev::-olet ;;as i.!:<:-e:-cepted on 

n f'our-lane high·.my on the outskirts of Ci•..:ct.:!d T::'ujillo ':::y ei.;ilt 

armed assassins in t.h.ree cars. Trujillo ;.:as killed by gun1'1re, and 

his body vas re::Joved frcm ~t.e sce!:.e by the assassin.=::. Tr..:jillo's 

chauffeur 'io-as seriously ·o~ot::::.ded, vas left behind by t:::.e assassins, 

and su.-vived. All of the assassins escaped :fro.D the scer.e. <he vas 

never cau~t a:1d ·.;as eventc:ally granted a=esty. Two ··,r~re tilled 

w!:ile :resisti:lg arrest. Tee o-:.:hers ... w-ere arrested, confessed,.. 

cmd ;.;ere later exec-..1ted befo::-e ccoing to t!'"ial. About ei~t or nine 

ot:Cers, ·..rh:~ -..-ere in on or }~e-... :::;;: the plot but did not. par:.i.:i_::ate 

:resistir:.g; arrest, or by suicid.e to avoid a:-rest and torture. 

(note: '.->e t:£e tee tee "plo-::. :e:::-s" to refer to all of tr.ose involved 
in this at!P-:!pt to o~.rerthrc·.; ~jil!.o.. " .. :..s~s:;in::;" re~-:!r:; to tl:e 
l:i.::::all eroup t::.at actc:ally d!.d t~e Y'.illing.) 

t: 



!. 

. ,, 

/~ 
ft ' 

1.. I • 

l .~-..., 

;cr. ,j 

I . ' 

·1 . \ . 
. ( 

-~t 

U.S. Consulate :re.d bee::-t in s~e -.ra:1 i::tvolve'l ·.:it!! ~'r:-~ plo-:te:::-.J. 

=:r of the de tails ca:re cut. TI'or=.an G'-111> a repo:r-c.er vi th the 

isst:e of' 13 April 1963. Excerpt.:; follmr: 

The as:.;assi=tion. of t.!:le Doo:inic:m Republic's P.afael L. 
'Lrujiilo •ras carried out ".lith assism:rrce from the US Central 
Intelli.gen-::e 1\;::,;;:;.r::::/. A=::. fer the Hay 30> 1961 slayi:Jg of the 
69-ye&r-old dic:a tor on a l.onely stretch of hlglr~-ayl'lhear his 
capi.:al ;.-ere snug_>';2.ed by be CL~. into t::.e cou.ntr:; at toe 
request of the assassins. 

T"ne CLII. began shippirJg er::::s to t!Je D=inica!l Republic in 
late 196o1 follo-..-L::.g a series of talk::; betveen US Co::;sul Hen..-J 
Dearborn1 Chief P:::l.i:.i::::~l o.:·!"i:.:er .John Barfield of tl::e C3 
Consulate, and Luis Al:ia= Tio. Also involved in the plot ;ras 
AntOnio I.:nbert, who had bee!! Governor of Porto P:L:! ta pro·nnce. 

As Trujillo's poll tical a:ld fi.:w.ncial problems deepened, 
talk.s continued 'bet-R-een Dearbo::~, Ear:f'ield an:i leaders of t.!:le 
anti-Trujillo co:.l.Spin:cy. ":':Y.mrd tb.e end of 196o, con:.act '\laS 

established bet;.-een Amiaata and a CIA agent vho • • • \--as 
named Plato Cox • 

• 
The key l.ink. betveen tl:.e as::;assins and tbe CH, L'l the ar::ls 

shipnents ·.ms ·a lang-tL":ie Al:;e.r!can civilian !'eSide!lt of Ciudad 
Trujill.o, Lorenzo Berq, ot::er.'i::-.e kno;."::t as "Wi.:::rpy," ·.:3o openU!d 
a superwa::-ket in a fa~hi.onable neig.~borhcod vhere Trujillo also 
lived. ''"..,'ir:Jpy" ;.-as put t:nC.er orief arrest after t.:le ?-..i:!..li::l,6 but 
ws later allmfed to leave the cot.:ntry . 

The veapons · .. -ere fupor...ed 1:1 SI::P.l.l parts, to 1:<'! asseob:!..ed 
lnter by the plotters, 4:.::10:16 tile rou:i~ e;::-ocer.r slli}.::e!'lts fo~ 
the SUI-e:=arket arriv-'.~..'1.6 regula::-ly in the capital's port. Tne 
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gU!l- parts e:::~=-ed t~e R~:?U~li:c .1.:1 z.:r.:~!.:.:.l:ly-r:ar:J:.ed food cans, , . 
w:=.ica vere !..s~r t.<.:r:::.ed o·ter to t:::e ::~:.s;;ira':.Or;::.. 

Pla::.s f:;;::- t~e in'"...e::.ded ":;sazsi.::l.:::::~ion ·.tere 'll:::>rked out dul"i!:g 
the sm::e-;.e::-iod:in ,·.rl:ich t'!.le aborti·:~ ascault.on Cuba .. Yas .bein&c-· 
:prepared. E::-.rever, •.ih.en the CIA-cr;;a.::lized April 17, 1961, - · ·· 
invasion at~ Bay Of Pigs failed ~d YOrld ~ttention ·~s· 
focu,;ed on Wasi!!.::!gtoa' s co::~plici ty in t.!!at o:;_:~eration, a. post
ponel!lent of t:::e nt~::!pt on Truj.illo's life 1.1-as ordered because 

. of tile e::f:>a!""!"3 :;.:;cent e.::..ci::.O.er such failure mi~t cause the 
U!'l.ited States •. &.it t~e o-::'der ,to .b.olC!. u:p C8.l:le too late. 'The 

'·,;;,..,ded veape::!S'.~-e:re already in- tile l::.a.-l':!s of the conspirators~·. 
'>lho re::.'used e:ppeaJ:::; by tearb()rn and :aarl"ield to d.elay t.!:e 
assassination. Tl:ey i:J.sisted 0:1 !:lOving at t~e first opportunity. 
T"nis came on !-lay 30;. when 'l':"ujillo end his chauffeur drove out 
±nto the cQt.i.:l:..ry· in a::1 l.!!l.eScorted 1957 Chevrolet for a 
rendezvous at a San Cristobal estate 1 La. Fur.·:!adon, '.lith 
Trujillo's cJ-year-o~d ~istress, I~ona San~ez. 

It can be repor'"...ed on e.xcelle::;,t authority that close 
associates of tbe ::;l.ai:l dictato:- k:le'lf of the US z-ole within 
a fe•.t day;; follo'lfing the killing. 

Dearborn, Barfield· and Berry l::ad ~:~eanvhile been rushed 
out of the Dooinican Republic by·L~ officials •••••• 
Since the ouster of ~e Trujillos, :Der.-J-("".;tmpy") bas 
returned to operate his handsomely appoi.:lted supei'Ill8rket, 
were he ereets custa::.ers vith cab and cour'"...esy, as if' 
TruJillo· !Jad,::lever, ~ired •... 

Ve interviewed Richard Bissell (then DD/P), J. c. King (then ·, 

Cl"..ief,. WH Division).~~ and J. D. Esterline (then Chief of Operations, 

WB: Division). K.1::lg recall_s _th_e Ageoc-J' s :::-ole as being limited to 

monitoi"ing inte:r.....:al plottin6 against the Trujillo regime "but..not 
-.l • ' .1.. ··- .. 

Ptishlng or insti,!;3-ti.ng." Zsterline, l:L~e Y..i::te;1 recalls that t!:Le · ··:~ .. :....._ 
·.~,~.' 

_ 'Agency ws not directly irr.ro::.ved in c:Ju,:> plotti~. He C!.escribed the,· 
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role .as. 'teinz".somevb.a t co:P.. posi -;._1 ve t.!-_!1:::1. -t~ t .c!e 
· ... :.·· "'<-·' -.·: 

.by K'".;. 
~ ·\. 

to .a:l i:ld.igenous gi'O'I.;p •hose intended ac~icns ':.-ere ·1n t!:e U.S. 

interest. 
;_~-J~:'"' 

involving ceetings, disc~ssions, and for.:al ap~nils.b ':ie do 

have fir::~~ information as to Ybetl:ter or not any of t.=.e. veapons 
~( ' 

.. . . -~ 

supplied by CIA were;act-..:ally uSI!d iJ: t!le assassi!Jatio:l of Trujillo. 

Both Esterline and lq.:!g believe they ;:ere not. Bissell, .,.i:Juo~ever, 

bas a vague il:lpressic.n t:::.at oae of' t.l::.e%!2 was. 

The Agency of'fi~rs cost il::!cedi.etely involved vi th t:le plotters 

are no-1 widely' scattered • .__ ____ _, 
\ ~-----------, 

until October 196o,. is nov retired. q_ __________ __, 

and is believed to be li v1ng ~~~~~~J--:---_j 
quarters branch chief, is in 

l.........------' 
Ye elected not to call 

back any of' these people for interviews. While they cit;:!lt be able 

··.:: 
.... ;· ··.·,.;•.:.' 
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tO the quite co::,plete re::or::l that nppea::;s :i."l tne E!.U.:.:.E:D aperatiocal 

:files. 

Age!lcy activities ai=ed. at. re,plac~ t.':.e TruJillo re3ioe "ere· 
-iM . 

. assigned the crJ.Pto:lj'::l E:ID:::::D. 

violent action. We have rev1e-.red the volt.:minous E.~...ED i'iles. Most 

doet;ments vere not put i::!.to the E:.U:EZD files but VP.re kept ill a 

private file by J, c. King. He :r.ade that file availnble to us. 

Ve also have studied a;wt::.er·partlcularly· usei"ul doC'I.l!llent. ~ 

Dominican Mill tar.r Intelligence Service (SD-l) officer put ill charge 
investigation of' t'!:!.e 

of the/TruJillo assass~ tio::1 ·.ras a navy -lieute::~ant nru::~ed.· ·Ortiz~ 

- 'l'he Dominican Republic assig:::ed hi:::l to its embassy in Ottawa in 

-November 1961 vhen the Tr..1j:!.llo :f'a::dly's attempt to regain paver 

:fall.ed. -The Nev York field of.fice.o.f the FBI held extensive 

intervievs vith hi:::l from 6 A.vrll through 10 f.hly 1962. The result 

.;was a massively-detailed, 182-page report on the plot and on the 

assassi!latiou as rec::onstr..:cted by t!le SDl. frQ!ll its interrogations 
"' _. .. 

.I -_, 

i-

,_ 
; 

~-1 

' - -; -·- •,'<>~.:\;.~ 
of-the persons it appreh.em!ed. . - -: · ... :t 

''""""''"''' ,,, , , i{i\1r,$'''''Acil,\-!~~,i\0''~'~1~ 

·.·'i(':;~<';';~~n~JI,:-~J~~~ 
,; 
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of ~ :x::lotters, includ.i!:l.g the :passi!:g to tl:e!:!! of weapons out c! tee 
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U.S. Consulate in Ciudad Trujll.lc. • .. n·.:J.t ·.re ca::.:-:.ot discover' from tl::e 

files, despite quite massive doc~n~tion, is h~J the coup group 

vas organized. The best s~ account ve f'i::.d; a..!:ld. it is not wholly 

acCQ"ate, is in a book by RObert Crass;reller.• The main flaw in 

the story is it3 fnilure to identify the 1ndivid1.:3.l.s w1 th whom the 

The p,lot vas o:rganiZ.ed on the basis of two groups of 
conspirators linked toget.her by n liaison that later pro~d 
.t.oo f'ragi.le to bear the stresses laid upon it. Each group 
bad its purpose and its separate perso=el. 

'.i:he !"tmc.:tlon or the Action Group 'loiS& to assassioate 
Trujillo and immedla.tely present proof of its succes, in 
the fom of Trujillo's corpse, to t.he second group, the 
Political Group. The latter ·.rould then launcll a coup, __ 
taking over tile machinery of the goverr...J::ent. and the A:r::::led · 

.- Forces. 

,~_-_:;_:;~;~l};tiL;;~:;_;:t~;~';:~;:~~!~!{:;j:: _ · ·· ~- !'~-~ Crm:p _ cOn.si::ted or eight een. It appears to 

j · have been o:rgaiii:::ed orl~nally-cy Geceral. Antonio I:::ibert 
I· 

0 
Barreras and Salvador Est=ella ••• 0 

••• They were joi!J.ed 
f. 0 

by Lieut. A:::lado Garcia Guerrero,_ ll r:re::~'!Jer of t1:e mili tarJ 
i - corps attaclled to Trujillo in tee !b.tio::tal Palace; Antonio 

I. de la Maza, the brother of Octavia de la Y.aza, vho had been 
killed by the govern:::rent because of his invol ve:crent in the I , 

~ 0 
.. -·-· • -4t Robert D. C.rass-•eller, Tr1;jlllo: The Life en:i Tii::es of n <;i 'l('·,; 

;''Zl Caribbeu Dictator :::,:::•' }:eMil:= Co., 196o)-- ~~j~~~ 

l~' , , ' . , SIGRH-m~ ~; ;LY -·- ·,.,c. • :, ~~;; •;:, ,:',,'l!.i.C_'. __ :_,_~:.o:_~,·, __ j_,~_'···;·~·-··.)_'_!_:;_1_;_~~--rt_: __ :._J_,~_:.f' 
x:;f:"t'ft.t:~~-.t------~'._._,_~..-.- c:-·· .. .- -.. 
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C:t.ll::.!.ez. case; E::.as~= 'Z'eJed:l; Ro:,c-·r"" .... ':) ·?J.~:..Oriza; 8nd Pei.ro 
Li·li-:~ Cc:::J.an::>. T".::e ei;;;":l:.:i. :::e:::f:~e:::-, ·J.~::·.:el C::!:::e!"e5 Tu.at1, ·~":13 
Mo:a o:;. t.~e :•1Ght of' ~e 3,0th !1:::! sa~ :10~~ o~ t!:e nctlo:-.• 

; ·'' ' · Tne Poll tical GI""i-.Jl' had a less d.isti.:::tc:'. cembers'!:!ip. : t. 
inclw!e:l Lui·s Aciu=a. ~:J~ l~lo~sto D!~Z., C~::e:al Jt:n!l Tc::n.=; 
D!az3 ~d several o:.her3. At the very t0p it had t."'l.e cupport 
ur G-::.crral flvi:"&l P~r-.....a~::, ~::!~:-e~::;r c~ St::!te for th~ Ar=ed. 
Forces, a.:::!. bis br-:>tr.er 3ibi.:::t ••••• · 

T'ae over-all authority appears toH•...ave centered p.:1.:lctpall;r 
.in 'eit>.:::teral Dia z, :p:!:'Obabl;r t!:le ool:r o:::.e vi::.o had suff'i cient 
prestige to COllll:l8n:i au ~rl ty. . • 

. . 

·, •'nl.e Action Gr-:>up vould reoain in c!a.il;r readiness. When 
infon:ahon in ti::e Palace bclicated that 'i'!"ujillo ·.ras going 
to cL-ive t•J Estancia. Fu::Ld.acion • . • Garcia G~.:errero 1.::1 the 
P3la·::e vould i!li'or::::~ th2 others by :pe!"so::.al ~s.;;age. • _. 

'rile eJqJected ::Jessage fr7-12 Garcia G~.:erre:-o in t!::e Palace 
came to tte patient plotters at seven o'clock on the evening 
of P.ay 30. T:'l.E!y w-ere not fully prepared .and coordinated.at 
this CO!::!eAt, but the emotiocal a!'ld i::::petuous de la :1.aza ~; 
threatened. to act by hi:!!s.elf if the otl::.ers lagged .... I::Lany. 
event, the plan vent into execution. • • • • • Each of t!:e~:~ 

had bis revolver or pistol, and de la lJ.aza also had his ovn 
saved-off' sllotgu:l and t-.. -o M-l semiaut.C'll:atic rifles ••• 

. ~ conspiracy began to come apart vi thin an hour. Never 
very professionally contrived, the plot .... -as hastened pre::laturely 
to its cul.miootion by t::.e i.mpatie!lce of de la MB.z.a, and it vas 
ncr.r afflicted vi th bad luck and i::lepti tude. I=edia tel:r after 

. the assassi..oa.tion, tll.e llial of the .Actioil G::::"'"o.4};l •-ere :..;.:;able "to 
reach General_Roman. • • ·:. 

The Political Gro:J? of' -tile conspiracy riever took up its 
p, .... ~ .. d i"::lle. Tl:.e Ac'!:i:::ll G:-oup s::::ltte:::-ed, lea·Ti::.e; a t::-atl as 
vide' a-; a boulevard. 7::-'..:jillo' s body vas left in tee tr..IJ:U:. of 
de la !o".aza's car, :paril:..."'ii in the·ga:::-age of C~neral 'i.'c::::aa Diaz, 
vl::ere t1le pollee fo'L;Ild. it in a fe'.l hours. The conspi.::ators · 
vere. all. hunted do·..rn ver-J <o,uickly, except for k:i!!l!:la eo.d 
lmbert, vho cacaged. to c:>n;::eal theosel·1es for m·:Jnths imtll. 
the ~::!!:' lud passed. 
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T"ne F.i3I rP.port of' it::; i::rtervi-:!YS of O!"".:i2:3 t:-:.e SI;.f investi:;a.t.o:-, . 

. gives an exceli-:.:nt ac~t::lt of 'io'hy the plot :!"ell upart. af'ter the 

nszassir:.ation took place. cr...e ·of .:he a.ssa!JOsi::.s, Fed...'"O Livio Ced.e::w, 

was :cerlously vo~ {probably. by fire :t"rc:::l !lis o..,1l cc:opanions). 

·.All 91' the aasassl!ls assembled at General Diaz' house after the 

lq.lli!:J.&. One of '!:.!lel:l called a frie;~.d, Dr. P.::tbert Reid cabml, to 

treat Li·lio. Dr. Reid found. hi.!ll so badly injured tl:at surgery voald 

be required. Reid acl tva of the assassins took Liv1o to n hosp!';.al. 

Whila 1.n dellri•Jlll he l!rllCbled the Ilal:les "de 1a Ham" ahd "Juan 

de 1a l-tam. Neither vas personally involved 1.n the pl~_t., but both 

knev the details and the :aames of most of the assassins. General 

D:Laz, Antonio de la Ham, and Lieut. Garcia G't.:'.errero vere killed 

resisting arrest. .Amiama and I:Dbert vent into hiding and survived. 

The rest vere caught acd. interrogated f'ollovi.;Jgto:rture. All 

confessed. ·· . . _ ..... :_ 

The ccmfession.s lad to identification •or persons vho vere in 

or on t:he :f'ringes of t.be Political Group: General RCII:Ian a::td his 

brother, Ami.a.ma Tio, General Garcia Urbaez, General. Guarlo:lex 

the plotters and the U.S. Consulate. Hcnrever, tile SIM did not 
. "'""'-'"'' :;; ,A·: . 
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and the Action Groups--per2ps t....-"0 much conrpar'.::::entation •. ~e 

all c!large of t..:.e ope ::-a tion, bc;t d.e lD. Ha za \.'!!.S t.'le or:.e vho d!.d. all 

of the vork. E:e took ~'"ee cars to a local ga:::-age a:1d bed the 

engines rebuilt so t.r..at t.':.e cars could reac!::. ~eds o£ 120 cph. 

He had possessl::m of t::.e o;e;;.pc:1s fro:n the U.S. Consulate, plus 

several of his cr..rn. Ee and t.'1e other partici;a::J.ts took the cars 

to the site selected fo:::- tbe :ldlli:tg ar:d conducted drJ runs each 

night. :Everythl::g was ready and the assassins '!."ere lying in "ii!iit 

:for Trujillo on the ni~t of 23 ~~y. At tee last o.~ute l:::e decided 

not to g:> ·to Sa:1 C:dstc'::;al "because ne wasn't feelL-:g too ~~-ell. Tc.e 

assassins conti=ed t!::.ei:::- G.....-.r r..:ns each even.L:!.?;. After the assassina-

tion ;;as carried out" essen-;;ially as it had b~n pla!'~d.., ~e co-..p 

that -"''"aS· to follo-..r fail~d--i=. ;a~ because of bad l::c~, in ;art tecat!se 

of poor pl.anni"'6, a.:ld in nart bec:::£use of too w..1ch CGZ!lpart:::ent.ation. 
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.. death~ 1.:a::o_no~ t..:lld ti:lat tbe assassi:ll!ltion vas to be i:tt~ted on·'· 

l·!aY 30th. Af:er the sla;,"!~, Gene:ai Diaz trled ·to tele_;i:.o~ 

General RCICS.!l but could !lOt reach hie. Diaz then took the car 

vith Trujillo's body still b its t::-...:.:l.At :::.n:i dro..-e to RCII:!Ia!l•.s house. 

He sav so t:l8.D,Y soldiers in. ~ vicinity -::bt he ggve 1.."? and reb.:rned 

h01:1e, lea viz:lg the ear 1!1 t;:.e d.ri vewy vi t.!l the· body sti.ll !.::::. ':.i:e 

trunk, 'Where it vas later f'Oll:ld by the ].lOllce. 

W'nat had happel'!ed was t!lls: Fc:rn:er general acd :former head 

of the SDI., Arturo Espa:Ulat, happened to eb&:tc:e upon the scene 

while the assassination -...as t.a.ki.ng place. He vas out for a ddve 

with his wife d.nd ws passed by a ear t!lat he reeogni:::ed as 'l'ru.jillo's. 

He stopped at a drive-in restaurant and ala:ost il:!cledi.Qtely beard 

shootiDg ahead., Wieh be suspected i.::l.volved T'rujillo. Ee d...-ove to 

into town. He sto:p:ped at a .cill tary il:l.sta.l.latian and gave tile 

alam and then drove to tb.e hc!:ie of' Ge!:ie.ral. Beman to alert h!.:%1. 

chauffeur, \lho w.s _vount:!ed bu-t still all-.-e. RO!!Ia!l and Es:pe.i.l!at 

then vent to the hospital to try to qu~stio:J. the c:.aui':f'<!ur. S:J.us., 

General Diaz could not reacil. G'---!leral Roi:l::a!l to int'om R::;can t.i::at 

·- '- 10 
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ws reluctant to :oove unt.:!.l l:e vas sure t=.at T:.-..:~illo ·.ras dead. By 

the t:L::e Roman con;:lu::!ed that T!"ujillo l:l;JSt be dejid, it was too late 

f'or hi131 to act; I!ec-cor Trujillo a!ld. .Joh::ny Abbes bad already ta:wn 

cl::.arge. Raman did ca::te a couple of' feeble tries at engi.neeriiLg a 

take over, but 1 t is appare:J.t that he bad no real advance plan nor 

any appreciable cballces of' succeedi:J.g • 

'l'lJ:e assassination 1 tself' and the pl::>tti.l:!g ~receding 1 t took 

pla~ against a" bac.!tg:round: o.f i:ltez-...a t.ic::::.al ac;;i vi ty in oppos1 tion 

to the TruJillo regil:De 1 vith both the ~ a.z::d the U.S. tald.ng clear

cut. stands. These are some of' the highllg!lts: 

; ~ ' 

-~ I. 

J Venezuela brought charges in the 
L-------------------~ 

OAS that the Dadni:::an Republi;:: 'J'JS "in f'lagrant violation o.f 

hUlllll!l rlghw., .freedC'!ll, ami de::!o::recy .. .follo-.rl.I:g the cass 

in tbe Dominican Republi~ 1c .Js.n•.JS!'"".f 195\). A ca::J::Ii t tee 

: .. :. 
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t'l·r·· J'll"'T :"'':;-. ., . r-.11 ,1 , .. ;·\~ -· ·.·. ···'' ....... .,.l ... I .. :) ·J·.--
. ( ~ 

. · 0-\S aze!.t;::led to iil"/estia;ate ,the cllar.;;es reported on 8 Ju.::te 1~: :,·........ ·- . .. . . . . . .. ' 

-~-

b. A near-miss assassin.ation at;;e;,l;lt against President 

injured bi::J and :;everal others. 

B.llD.OU:lced a.f.'ter capture of 1:10st of the assassins tba. t tl:!e 

Da:l:loJ.can goven:ment ws respollSible :for the attempt on Betan

court's li.fe and took its case to the OAS. On 20 Au.,iiist., tne 

CAS voted sa.:1:::tions against the Do:!tinican Republic. Under 

SecretarJ of State Dillon, testifying before tile House Agrt'cuJ::;ure 

Ccm:mitt.ee •on 2q. AIJ.g'.lSt in support of a request by President 

Eisenha-.r f'or a .cut in the Dominican Republlc's sugar quota, 

sanctio:ls vould resul.t in the do-.m.f'all of Tr..!Jill.o's dictator-

ship and its replacement by a coderate and f'ree regime. The 

United States severed d!plc:miatic relati::ms vith the Da:ainican 

Bepubllc on 26 August 196o, e.ltb.ough ca:1sular relations vere 

continued~ 
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As a ... f\:r...her: .. preluje to a. cb::-oncloJic.al rev!ev of OJ'erat:!.O!l 

i.o"'olved, especially :;in::e ofrt:::ers of t.'te Depart:::lent of State 

:played. a very p!:":::::::i.!:c:nt ::-ole. .. 

Washi:::g'"...on - Deoo.rt:::en::..of State . 

Roy R. R-abottom 

Jolln C. Hill 

J. c. King 

·.:- ; •; ; . ~- . ' ' ·. · .... 
Ciudad Trujillo 

:: .. ; . 

Asaistant Sec:::-eter-J of State f'or 
Inter-A:::ertcan Affairs 

Special Assistant to R'..xbottc:::3 

Speeial Assistant to Rubot~ 

C!:tief, W Division 

Chief'., Branch III, iiB Divisioa 

·.···· 
Depart:::.ent of State 

Joseph. S. -.Farlan.i A:Dbassador until 28 Jw::.e 196o. It is 
J'e:::-ti:!ent to note t!:.a ~ King a:::.d Es-:;.e:::-
llne e.ttrlbute u.s. a.:.:l CIA involve::e!lt 
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Henry Dearborn 

John D. Barf'ielf. 

·•... C"''L ~"~:'!!'.· ~ .. r~.;:'",· :.:..·.·~, '/ ·. ''L'·~.•~r·;-- .. - _:=~-.• ,... ~-~ ,_._-,-.,..-.--.s."J .w~: .. : 

• vith tee :plot:::er5 in the Doci.::Ucan 
Rep•Jblic to k:!bas2.dor Fa.:-l.a!!:! •. T=..~y 

descri~ hi:n &S e. .f'ur.:::ex:- FBI <fr.:Ji'lo:r-e . , 1.. L ~ . .._:~:--:t.·::. 
.vho coll3idered .hi!:lse+£. quite a claz:destine··~i;'·'it!~kEo't'ic;i..r 

[ =;'~-~•'-'rUne ca""~~-;J • .... ·• .... ' ''·I 
direct deal' :-65 vi~ a nl.il:lber of the r.ey ! 

.· plo".:.~r:s., J/: 

Cotm.sellor of Ecbassy until 20 August 
1960 and Consul c.e.ceral thereafter. 1!e 
used the code name DELTA in correspondence 
vith the plotters. 

Second Secretary until 
and a consu'"'r 
etA crypton;r-:t : 

26 August 196o 

t:-~~ 

•tf.· 
'. . r 
~. 

·; 

Ciudsd Trujillo - CIA 

.:·· .... 'lf;:~ 
Chief of Station mtil October 190o 

elrlet of· Statioo ·:f'rc::r.D 20 Janua:y un.til 
4 Jime 1961. Code name used w1. :h t.be 
pl.otters: GAUiO 

Code ll!UIIes: S"JORD and EL CHICO 

Code ·lia:res : 

Code nru:::e : 
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.-Two do:::ur;:;ents provi~ a useft.:l point of C:epa .... wre, i'rcm. an 

hiswrical point of vi.e-..r. One is a se=i-o!"::'icial let;:.er i'rom 

A:nbassad.or Farland iD. ti:.e D:r.::i.::Ucan Repu~li·:: ~ Assistant 

Secretar.r of Sta ;:.e 

. 16 november 1959 

Ambassador Farland ·.rrote an "Official-In.fonnal" memorandum 

to Rubottom reporting that "the u:::.derground is more active today 

than. ever in the history ot the Trujillo regi:ne." He described the 

principal opposition grotrp as being abo~,;t 2,000 strong. He said: 

n- ••• vithin this group there is gra".ring militant anti
American feelL"lg based on tbe p::"Em.ise that the United States 
should acth-e ly aid t.!:.e DcrninJ can revolutionary (sic) for t.he 
O>"erth.ro-• of the Trujillo regi:;;~. Discussions I have heard on 
this subject shO".r an 2.:J:l?S.lli.::lg lack of tm.C.erstanding of the 
position of t.he Uni :;ed States and its adopted doctrl-"le oi; non
intervention. • • • . • Tnis group is in possession of 
clandestine broadc:ast1ng ent ·.rhL:b. vill go into operation 
Yhen t!J.e strike is r::a:!e. has been i.n.for:::ed and joins "t;i th 
me in suggest~ that you pass this in,;:~o=ation to J. C. Kin.,g." 

- 16 -

r 

l. 
! 
! 
I 
I 

i ,, 



'I ,. 

:r 

'(--
1 --

t ,. 

..... -, 
I l"~t1i"i'f"~ :-!;"'" • ..__ 

::: ~- :_;::~: j-J.: i" ~~ ~ 

10 March l96o 
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originator of the draft 

·is not stO'illl, but it was to be for-.;arded to President EisenhO".rer 

f'rom ~neral ::::d·Jin Clark, a frie:1d of t!::e President !'rom tbeir years 

o.f nili tary- service. T::le plan 'lias :for Clark to npproach Tr-Jjillo, 

with w:tJo:o he had cee!l 0:1 good ter.:::s in the past, and atteopt to 

persuade Tr-Jjill-::J to :retire. It ·.rae to be poin:.e:i out tb.a t there ·~-as 
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vealth al=eady o~tsiCe the Dc~ini~~ F.~7Jblic, anQ the fortuce 

insi:!e ·•ould be placed. in trust, to C.e e.d.:::::!.ni::.tercd~t:::rr..atio::!3ll:;r-

This proposition .!:eceh-ed hi;;:::t-level attention in Uashin.-~n, 

and Allen Dulles. In r:!pproving Clark's apprce.ch to Trujillo, 

the President specified that Cl.a.rk r.i::c1.!ld t:-avel as a representat.i.ve 

of the State Depa~ent1 rae:ter than as a personal e!!:iStiacy of t.h.e 

President. Geper<.!l Clark traveled to :.he Do!!linlcan Repnblic a::.d 

met vi th Trujillo on 27 ~..arch. By tt..e ti.:::::e o.f the meeting it 

appears that it had been decided that the plan vould be presen~d 

as merely that of private citizen Clark, and that was what ·.ms do.:e. 

The station thought it li..Y..ely t!::at Tru.!illo recognized the off'icial 

U.S. Govel'TI!:lent hand in the proposal. O.f course, ~thing c.a;;Je of the 

meeting. 

22 l·!arch 196o 

A:nbassa&lr Farlar:.d, :!...::1 a TOP SECRi:."'T :;;emorandum to Rubot.tcm, 

for..-arded a plan o:f a Dominicm: groll;J plotting Trujillo's over::hro·.r 
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of bei~s C .... 'lc~ed by ~~st.:le. :.1:-.e o~er.:!ti~:n --.,.-c!r,; ~ b-?t;in ·it::t ~:.:e 

;;ho 
arrival of a "cce..:ial U.S. con..fiden~io.l envoy"f'.;ould tell Tn1jillo 

to leave the coun:r:{. "He tells it IJlai.:J.ly a:1d decisively; he .. o11""ill 

give: b.ir.:;. 12 OY' 18 t.ours to d~ it .. u It ·,.rould Ce wade clear t.::.:: ~ 

would be :·oll:YJed by "collect! ve i::ttel~re:::J.tion." Assuming 

Trujillo's acceptance of the ultL~tun, tbe p~::1 then outlined steps 

for transition. ·.::o an operating ;:-epresenc.ative gover...=ent. T:"!e ar::::ry 

would t-:= reduced i!.l size. A caretaker gove:r-....:.::nent would prefere for 

free elections.. ATbassador Farland :for,m::-rled tte p}..an v.!. th tl::ese 

cC!;;JJ:ent.s of his o·.m to Rubottc::!: 

" ••• tlrls segment of the dissidents is psychologically 
conditioned to a point where i r; •rill take any ste:;; exce;:t ti::.e 
ultil::;ate, and for the exeC'..ttion of ~':.e latter tr.ey e.:qP-ct 
United States assistance •••• 

"Dick, I thi~~ the til::;e has cc~e :for certai::l &gencies of 
our Gover=e::J.t, Yithout att.ribut.:!.on, to establish and i.:::rplen;ent 
a definite ccnstructi ve pr::>g:::-a:n to i::J.fl::ence the com·se of e·1ents 
in the Dcr::!inican Republic. Hy conv""!'sa tions with the Sec;".:!tar-J 
a::d Allen L"..:lles e:::1phasized the problems and the possi'::lili ':.ies 
of' this t,ype of approac!-1. • 

30 l.farcb & 7 April 196o 

T'ne Special G:::-oup c::msidered actiom; tbat mit;ht be t-.'1!-:en f.::t the 
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' ever:t o:- a f!.a!'"e-i..!p i:J. tl-e Dc::i.:-:.1-.:a:I i~~P'.1UliL: .. 

7 A:p::il, the:-e ;;as f'~ter t<'tl.k of sealing oi'': t.::e count.::-j if 'l'rujillo 

fell, end 2..::! a:;;:;rraisal ~ .. ;as mad.e of ~~e c~ance:; o~ ~s lea .. ~'i.cg 

villingly: 

" ... it is evident L~t T;r~jil~~ ~ill net ccjsider 
DCL~ug S.!l;J ar~~e.n.ts r·c~ o~~rly succession to hi.=Jself, 
that l::e ·,;ill eiti:er i:!.ang en tv :he bit~r e:::d. or f.!..ee the 
cmmtr.r en sl::.ort nc.'::;ice, a la Ezt.i::;ta." 

but; 

State ::;e:;.t. a ca'ble to Farland L ___________ ..Jfro::J ·.rhich 

the folloorin,g is an. extract: 

ncould you, if so inzt.::-Jc:~d, ~ake appropriate arrangements 
withln ::.ert fe·o~ ;;eeks ·with e.pprop:!"is.te civil and cilitary 
dissiee~:t. ele~n.ts to take over the GODB? You vould be authori.::ed 
to inclicate to-the!:! that e.s soon c.s tb.ey bad seized pc•er they 
should i=d.i.ately :-eq_uest Un.i ted States :re=g:Li tion, and ask for 
United States r:::ilitarJ assistar:ce U:J.:!.er A.r;.i:::le 'E"1ree of the Rio 
Treaty i:1 tee event of act:.:al or threatened Castro-sponsored 
in.vas,iio:l3 o:::- of t.::L.~atened insur=ectic:I i.:Jci~d by pro-Castw 
or :pro-Cc=Jnist ele.::Ients ·.-1 t~ or ou~sic!.e fc:Dinics.n ?.epublic . 

"'fc.at., if an,y~ aid ·.roul.d be essential to dissident elecents 
prior to taJr..eover • .. 
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ffr·a.. ....... !.~:1 to t:.::.;;~-:::..:ize s:ro::~::~, 
pJ2:l.'1iC..:_; .Pt.:Z?O.;e;_; Cr:_!_:: .. 2::d ill Y.!O ·,.~":J.:.l 
at prco::.e-:::. -::o:lte:=Jp2...3. :e.: 3U~h u. . .:::~ic:L. 

:::;::-:: ::.~;.::~ve i..:; ~::y~- c.Jn:ln2en::y 
i::::._:_ :a~s :1.!.~e.r u.~t:-::.,:ity 

" 

?arland ca;;l.ed his repl 
in .?£: r:. as follo;.;s: !_ ____ ........ 

"U:::ier instr-:c~:io::t, 1:; ·.-culJ !::e puss.c::u.e f'or r:::= :;.a ::.a·,, 
ar:-a::ge::-e::ts ';if t.':t ::tpp::x_:::tia::..:, ci vilia.:1 dis sf.C.e:.t ts '.l::ose le:::O::Crs 
Br<:! lr-"1o-..r..:. t.o ::::e incluci~ r:..:>:.:es t!:eir selec~e:s for '.:?p 

go·:e:::-=e:::al po:sit.ions, &:J.d ·~1. th c:::e !:li!.i -:c.::-.r dissiC..Cn;;, a 
geiL£=ral, ;;::o is ex;:ecti:!_;s an exc:::::.a.:-.:;se of :r;a:;.s;;ords for ;;ur:;:>cse 
se~=et dis~~3sio~s . . 

I'TF."!g::.r'~ess of' -~et:,ir~ ~--e.:;:. ·o~'-:i...::b. exis:.s, 
indic:atio:::Js reflect Dv"'=r~~ dis.:;i·len·;s, :.·:::o a:r-:: ar.!::;i t:edly 
poo::ly ar:::ed, loosely o~.:1i::ed a::d lac:.; -.;;;::-ti.::Jg liaiso:1 -,n~ 
military C.issi<!ents, •ill :'i:::~J:! it dif:''i:::::.:lt to effect ~
OVe: of GGD.R ·.n. thout exi3U;n:::e 0:1e or ;::o::-e .:>r ::::-::::J~i::.atio:l of 
i"ollo·~'i:-..;s CeYelop.:Jen:s {·..-:::i:::b. we SL-art::e celow): 

(l) Cla.:ldestlne a:r::::s shi]:l:len:.s, •'itb. sal:xnage z::atertel. 

(2) An invns/ion to se::-•e as a sig::al to the popula.ce. 

(3) I-~le=e:1tatiou of the dissidents' "Operatic~ Lancet." 

(5) "In::apacitatic:l or assassin.ation or Trujillo." 

(o) A. ca=e.ful stl:!p-by-step pl.a2 fo:::- -:.::e ;.ertod p=e02ding 
tl:!e coup and for tl::e period foUo-."il:lz it. 

l:liH ta::-.r dissicez;.ts. Ee add.eC.: 

.. <he of t2le grea:.est -::c:::ttribu'.:ions iJ.S. ::o:.::ld ma:::.e t:> 
!llssi;ie;:t::; "'Ould be to le:; ':her:: l:no·.r -.-e a;-e p=e;:a::-ed to assist 

- 21 -

I 
I 
~ 

I 
i ! 

! . 
(' 
f 
f. 



,. 

( 
\ 

( 

..... , "t ,. ... 

.L•I--J 

-:·;; '! -.... -. 

ot :l::::::.B..!::e:tt. anC.. 53~t.:.!3e !::B.~ •. e!"'ial .. 

A l:le.ll:orandum vritten of a debriefing of Ambassador Farland reads, 

in part, as fol..lowS: 

"'The dissjde.2ts n_oed guns and ~.mi tiCJ::l frco the United 
States. In p3.::"1;i-::1.:-la::!:" t.=.e::r :::eed a small m=:"!:>er of' high-po-,rered 
rifles vith telescopic leiL-"'-es. 'li:te J..m:;assador said that he sa'• 
no :pr8ble::J L'l t!:e pu:::-cb.ase and deli·;er..r clandesti::ely o!: the 
e.r1:1s to the dissidents. B-..rt he saio:!; oi" cou:::-se, this raises 
the qc:estion of' ....-!J.et::er the U.S. Gover::::::ent 'l."a!lts to engage in 
this a;: '::i vi ty. 

"Col. K:.:.:::,z said ;;hat t!J.ls ol' course is a policy decbio.:J.. Ee 
said !~t CL-\ could ~li·.--er the an:Js if" this is the group ;;e want 
to Sl.:p_po ::-t • 
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13 Ju:.1e, b:.~t he r'..ever took t!J.e post~) 

Farl~nd z;::et tt:.e Do:cinic.a!l desk of~!(J.:!" 

in WE Division. to ~ee if t~ 
~----~~~~--~ 

?arl3nd had bee:1 deelir.g. :?arland 
L-------------------~ 
said1 "Those are the boys 'lll right.." oernorandt.:m of t:::.e 

'------' 

neeting inelu~s this c~~~t.: 

"Farland tl::en told me that tl::e tmder,;round oppositio.:J. a=e 
-:planning to assassi=:e Trujillo. Ee said tbl.t it is pla=:.::ed to 
use a po·..rerful bc:nb ·,;hic:!l could be planted along the rou:.e of 
Trujillo's nightly ·~-alk and could be deto!lll.ted by a re::ote
control firi:lg device. Ee i~~i::o3ted t!:at tiJ.is plan is p=et:.y 
vell along and coul.d be executed c. t a:1y tize." 

Undated lior!r.i::g Paper (filed bet•..reen p:1pers dated 25 Hay e~ 13 .J::r;e) 

The author is not identified nor ls tr:e::-e any indication +-'1.at 

the p:::-oposal ·•as appro·;ed. Its objecti Ye ·.-as stated thus: "fu 

precipitate t::e do·.rnfall of the 'l'rujillo ::egi:::e by 1 August or a:; 

soon as pcssi·ale thereaf-:.er .. " It P~?OZE!C. 'ti:at the U .. S. bec.c=e a 

"In the e·tent :'r~j!llo 
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c~.Ui:;e of l July ;res pr::lposed for ::c!:!pleting a~nzements. 

EenrJ Dearbo!":l._, who ·.;as in ct.arge in t~e L-:!l::assador' s ab:":::n.:::e, 

q•..:er::ed State s£j-:.::; f'or cc~:'irma tion on L_ ______________ p 

cer..ain points for a meetl.::l(; he YmE h.av-Lng '.li t.b. a dissident lead.er
1 

Ee stated his understanding o:f t.!J..e U.S. positi::m. 

as follo•s: 

a. T"ne U.S. is not prepared to take overt action aga!..::!st 
the TI1..1jillo govern_._""'ent while it is in fu.!.l c:::nt:rol. 

b. T!:e U.S. is prepared to assist the OI?Jsition cl.andesti:::ely 
to develop Pff~ cti·;e for:::es to accCAI;plish 7.:::-ujil.lo' s ove.::-~ .. ·c.-.;. 

c. Assistance oust continue to be c±a.n_'leled covertly 
until such ti.'re as tt..e dissidents establish a prmrisional. 
goverr:roent .. ~hic.h '=O:a.t-~ls a subs-=ntii:ll sectiou of the 
Dcolnican P.epublic. 

Dearborn, asked R>..:bottc.'I!I s..:ld ?a::·;p~d. L_ ________________ ~ 

if ::.e could make the ~e statements co.c.cerning U.S. policy in a 

L-----~ another dissident; leader. Farland re_;;>lied 

in the affir=ativ~. 
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i'cr pla=ing pu:r_,:>oses, •..ras the period exter:cling through the 

"incapadtatiod' of 7::-J.jillo; too ouch :_ol::m~ i'or wi"..at •,:ould 

follo·.~ risked exposure. Dearbo:::n said that he agreed. 

Also on 28 J= (alt!lough the f'irst vritten record we find is 

a Zt::!ED!iry I!".emorandJ.:.:n prepared on 18 October), Rubottom told J .C. 

Y-1116 that the Goverr,::Jent o.f the United States ,,;as )!'el:Jared to 

partici:r:ate in the overthrow of the Trujillo regime to the follo~ 

extent: "to provide a sn:all m.;;:::er of sniper rifles or other devices 

f'or the removal of key Trujillo people from the scene. • • • .. 
Rubottom added that the U.S. Government was not prepared~ at this 

time, to Sli!Od ar:ns, equiprent, or paramilitary experts to assist the 

und.ergcun:l to acco:nplish a re1tolt. 

29 June l96o 

Dearbo~ cabled the results of his meeting •.lith 
'--------' 

Ee 

::;aid that had ::-e-::=:r:enced a temporary sta":lddo-.m on "action .__ __ _. 

toward incapacitatio::J. of Trujillo" -while deter::nining Ve;c.e:ruela 's 

~acticn to the Trujillo assassi~tio::J. plot ag3inst Betancourt. fif 
J 
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D2arb·::-:1 re;or~d t:.Ut the c.!is:;ir:cn.ts h.ntl a :::z;aOili ty f"a!"" picki!lf5 
in 

up ar:::s o.t sea a:'_.:i. fo::- cac~i~<irb:r <.:a'les. Ile al:.;o des::ribed an 

airdrop site. 

1 JulY 1960 

for the delivering of ••e!ipons ~...o t:::e Do:oi.:llc.a.::! ciissid.ents. 

"It is propo<:.ed to proc:u:-e and deliver to underground 
opposition forces :!.n the Dcrnini<.:-::n Rerr.wli:: l2 su=rtle u.s. 
rifles, Hodd 1903 (Springi'ield) 1 wi~ ~lescopic sights, together 

,.Approval for delivery of these e=s has been given by 
Assistant; Sec..."""etary of State Roy Rubott=1 vho re<;_t:ests that 
the ar:us be placed in the hands of the opposition at the 
earliest :possible mc:n:::ent. 

The memorandum ws sig!:ed by Rudy Gamez for Chief, w'H Division; ws 

concurred in by RiC:ha_rd Helms as Acting DD/P; and ws approved by 

C. P. Cabell on 2 .Jlliy 196o as Acting DCI. 

Dearborn was infor::;ed by cable of pl'll!s to air:L..-cp t"'Jelve 

30.03 Sp:ringfields, -..-it2 =unition, and ·.rit.h sights "i"ixed and 

sigh red." ?r,e caole asked for the c0ordinates of a sui table drop 

site ar:.d for a four-ma:1 reception te= viili :flas"C.lights. The cable 
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a1ded that) "If 

L-------------~====== 
L:. rart: 

rr----"~-~.......:.t...::l:::::e.;;t~!?e lear::. frc.ra A----:--:---_...j arrd/or 
~..~.... _________ _... ~~·~_at pla:J.s a.::j. 
e:~ployed cil::ul. ;;ctneously ·.ri th a -::tion ·to i:::ca:;:aci ta t.e T:::--.Jjillo 
and W'ba.t is need:~d in ·.ray o£' ca ;;.e::-ial sCipport for t:::J:;Jlementa tion 
of plan of action. Of particule.r il::po::::-~.<mce is L'1fo re 
of mili ta:::--/ r..art:icipa :;ion :Lu pre ,;;or-ations. In spite oi' ,~,. __ ...,,....... 
apparent lac:il: of k::o·.rledge of oppositio::J. organization, 
lo~ical that he is acti·1ely colle.oorati::.g ·.rit.h a group that 
t:'PJst. h~v~ s-::~~ pla!l ~.r!d (:ap~Oi:Li t.y for a~-:i.0n. Ytich ·:-fill !!S!::ure 
£table b'::eri:n go·;e :.er ,f L':'ujillo •.. 
In your opinion are ceobers of s~e group 
or if r.ot could the 1:·..-o g:::-oups 'v:! ce .:-ged'? • • • • • " 

8 September 196o 

The Special Group discussed a letter drafted by the repartcent 

of State for delive:::--J t.o 'I':!-i.!j:!.llo (copy in CIA .files dated 6 Septe:Jber) 

proposing that be step do·.rn. The DCI (Hr. Dulles) doubted the ;.risdcm 

of' putting such a proposal in vri ti.::Jg. Ee prefer:::ed a personal 

apprcach. T'::te Group con.cl::ded tbat; a _1:erson.al ::!:pproacb YO'Jl;l be 

18 Octo't:er 196o 

Chie r, \iii Di visio.:J., pre _!::a red a ll!e::Jo.::-aad'-='1 su:::oarizing eppyovals 
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to Y~ich refere::::.ce is. made tarller ~~r t~c ent~J for 28 J~~e 196o. 

29 rec"::::lber 1960 

Tne r::~inute s of the Speci.s.l G.::-oup !::e-e ting or t::Us d.a te :read, 

in part: 

"Bis::~l g=..ve t~~ ~:--:=?..~ ~A..ltl:l....~:: cf a t,~.v-IJrc.uged plan. 
fo!" proc:eedi~,g ·,;ith ::~r·.:.ai.=: li::i:.e:i cG~ ... e!""t n:"'.::!.Tities t·irected 
agai.ust the 'I"rujil!.o reg:i.!:Je. Ee en:pb.asized tll.at alth:mgh 
su;:port loi:J;;ld ee given t.o i;.;::e Fi;;ueres group tr..ere is no 
intention of esta.bli3hi.q a par...::ili :.arJ f;::rce a:; such .• 
He also e=pb.asized tha~ ~e pro?:J3€a actio~s lo~Ould not of them
sel·ros bri.n6 about the &!sired result in the :::.ear future, 
lacking sCl:e &!cisb·e s+.roke against Trujillo bi.l=:sel.f. 

" •• It w-as notpd tb.e.t !-!!'. P::nrley feels th.et 
overt in~rventio.n in t.be Do:;:inican P.epublic should be 
ll!Ounted si.::ml~ously ;;ith the Cuban o_r;eratio::u; •• 
it w-as ag:::-eed that tl:..e plan is ·.;c,r..b begi~ at this tir::te 
no !!latter vb.at tbe eventual decision on overt intervention 
l!lay be." 

(CO'!lllllent: We :find not.hing in the f'iles identifiable w-1 th 

such a "plan... We fcr..;;::u! roo other reference to any specific 

plan of' about this date.) 

12 January 1961 

The f'ollo'.rir:g is an excer:pt f'I"O:l ~ minutes of a o~~tiP..g of 
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"~-!~. Ne'!~...::::ant e~~plni~~d ~::;~ i·t:·eling Jf ti:e D--::r..;arr::~ · .. :. cf 
State t~ut li~i. 7...2:1 st:pplies of' .sr:aJ.l n:-::::; or:.i o:..her r::: ~e::--"!.al 
shoulo:! l:e oade uvailable fo:- dissiden"ts inside tl'1e f.K::::Ji!l.L::a:l 
R~pu.:Jlic. l·f::"". ?'d:rrot.t said :.h=:.t '-•'e beli~ve t~i::; can be r:.a:-la.ged 
secu=ely by CIA, and t~at the p~an would call for final t~
port~:l'tiG:l in~o t..~e group tei~ provid.ed by be dissidents 
th~:w:;el~.:-es.. TD.e c:r~oup approved the :pr:Jjcct." 

"?or D(:3rborn: FYI a;::td use as you consider adviseable, 
auttority h:;s bee!! ;ive!l H::;.:.; :'"'o::-- C:cli·.,-e~J to i:1:.e:.rnal f=:J:J.~ 

of l.i..=i ;:,ed. supply oi· ::;;:all a~s e.nd ot=::e:::- ~a terial on cor..rl1 'tion 
ttat i!lt.r':)ducti')!l of ::at\;.;rial int:; I;o!:lt\ep be efi"cc~d by ~.; • 
• • • • • Above coordi~ted -ith State." 

·\, - _~. 

Hecoran.dlll!l for tr.e record of a discussion of Project E!ID~ by ( J 
,::::==~ 

.members of the CA Staff and of WR Division: 

"It ·.r.as confi:::::ned (from Hr. Parrott by phone) that the 
Special Group no• has approved that a 'li:::!iteC.. supply' of 
small aos and related equi~ent may be provided covertly to 
the Domi:rl·::an resistance elenents with whom we have been 
dealing. Tai s ;.:as additional to the Special Group's appro-.-al 
on 29 Dece::nber 1960 of· our C'f'=:::-ational ?::-o:posal." 

nor!.e of t;:e specifics of this Cpera !:io::l.3.l Proposal.) 
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De,?art:r:ent: 

"Hith regr"'re to tl:e delivery of exotic equipent, oy 
frie!lds · .. tere of cou!'"se deligj..;....ed ~i.:lat s~..:\:!b a G.~:::isicn had been 
u;ade. I ho?e t."J.a t it. ;;ill !lOt b'.> necesser;t <.::::l play C.,-y,;n too 
long t~e q_~estian of actual delivery si:2:::e they are e.::ger 
a:1d expecta::tt aad too ~~at ta.:-1!r;""ss on our rart lc'"Oul.::!. only 

. lead the:n to g_uesti::m o...:r sin:::eri ty." 

6 February 1961 

Cable .fro:n headquarters: 

"1. Realize details not no01 available cut llqs -;.-o.lld 
appreciate {!i.).ssleents:J: reac<.:ion t0 c:f:'er of e..!'!!!ed assistance 
to include• [jllr;siden<:..sJ current plan .•• 

"2. Also reqt:e~t initial assesSZtent 
fjf.is sidents :J capabili tLy_::::a_rr-_~_y_o_u_t:--p....,la:--"n of a cti en a ::tee 1 i.::J.i. ted 
ar:::Jed assistance :provided." 

10 February 1961 

The station cabled its reply: 

"No solid reaction except joy as of 9 Feb . 

. "Initial assessment is 
carry out pl.:m. .But ;;·ith 
apprcachi~ point "~en -~11 
potential for action. 'tle so:::e .,,.eeks away f::-::::::1 i:;ei::.g aole 
make solid prelicb.ary assess:::!e!:lt. 

"Suggest KU:S.A,'q,'( co::tslG.er se::ding in each pouch one s:::all 
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size ~ig:1. fire _r-0·.;~::.~ ';;:;a;o:l ~::> e. t !~2.0!:. ,z;c:-;.t~;re in :-!l¢-t 
Oirec!.i:;: ca:2 't0 t"E:i.1e i'!~ · .. .-e. ::;.::!.. .. ~_-1~:-a· ... ~ o:...:::.. 1\r::::..o c·:J·..:ld 
co::e 13:::: :·." 

14 February 1')61 

ff ...... ns:"<.ed tf"'..a t a .::e:::Jo=n::d.~.::-:1 2e ;:r:~~.:.a.r:2:d. for 1'::.1;!:-er 
aut!::.ori~y 0:1 the st:bjec.t of: ·..,·::.e.t plar:.s C:!.:l ire r:1a-:!.e f·:;r a 
cuccessor go~;e!'""'"~ent to ~T'!Jjil..2.o~" 

in CIA fibs.) 

me;::;orandU!l record of the :::eetug fcllo·.r: 

" the necessity :for 
deli very of he tlid say t.b.at. it i.s cesiYE:able 
and s!:!ould ~ a part of t::e pla=ir.g. 2e said that ne:::(oe:-s of 
the opposition could, if tbe.:r ;;anted to, obtain = ll q~ t1 ties 
of an:s frco A::-:ny cont.ac-ccs .... but t~t any ar:ns so obtair~-:..d 
.-.::mld have to be used ver-J q-..:ickly before fr.ei:- loss is 
discovered. :For this reason, he said it ·,;ould be desireable to 
have ar::ls eelivered by us 7.-l:at could be stored for use at any 
r:;czen t de sired. 

said the t t!::.e object of cbtai.r:i:::g this l::i.::'.d ·or !J.elp 
"""'"'"""r::-::~c;r:::'·e· eli::r!.r:3!:ion or Trujil::.c a::cd insC:.ead o~~ usi:;; ar:ns 

or gren.a.d.es he began to S?ea'£ of ::ore eze>ti:! ::3.terl~ls a::d r::ethods 
.... a pc:.~er:f'ul b::r1b that :2Ct:.ld. be pla!l:.ed alo~ t.b.e route of' 
Trujillo's evening ~ialk and co•:l.::: be C.~':::J:12-~d ::'ron a r:.;c:arby 
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cle~7.::-G:J.ir.: d~·vi-:!:e ..... (Qr) .... ~::~ possi'jilit:: o.r poiso:ti'""l 
t:-te dic:.:1t.Jr's fQod. o~ a:- ;.r..1tti~ ~::>:.sc!l csps~Jle3 in bo:.tle~ 
of ce"!:'tain :;edicl!l~s tb..a t. tb.e c!.i :::.at-or is !:n:Y.r!l to take 
l'eg"..4larl.y. • .• • • • 

"A 
w-as c:1e 
befo::-e. 

.!ess ex:)tic and ::o.:-e :p::"3.ctical plan ti'l8.t they p..!t for .. -nrd 
t!la t tiley sci d. ha:i aL'"'ec:!y been pl.an!:E-d. at o= t!.::;e 
T'ney said. tl:!at •,/:.en tbe Ci~t::.tor ~aves his office f'or 

hi!;; ::.c:=e tile:::--e are thr'2:e a!.lto::a·::;iles i:l. tis pr:;,cessicn ~.""1 :.h tile 
dictate:::- hinself b. tte first e 1 .. l'~~=o-ci.!.c e..D.d t.t.2 bcdye;L!a:::"'!s in 
the :follo'."'i.::g t~"·o. ?c.e i~ tha:, !::zs bee:J. d.isct!ssed iz:r~.e.!':lal.ly 

is fa!" several truc£.s to block '"t:.~ prcgrr: ->::i of tl:ese cars at. a 
given intersection at vh.i::b. ti:::l-:'! yo:::.::.g r:e:.:. 'A'CO "b:long to ::he 
action g:::-oups wouL:i leap 0'lt of ~"e -..::::-uc±.::; ...-:Ltll .fil:e a=s and 

. grenaces to finish off ~ die·!;.;.! to:::-." 

0:1 4 J.l..arcl:r,. the chief of staticr;. 

cabled. his assesst:~ent of' ~ :plan to intercept Trujillo's enw.u:age 

m::d kill b.1.J:l vi th guns and grenades: 

• all:::ost cert.ai::J. f'ail if' applied. ~ t 
precisely •"!:.at bodyg-..:ards appear best qt:ali:'ied 

cope vith. Their de.fense pattern a:::.d ,displacement vehicles 
:plus notice pctice r:!eto-..ir f'ro:o entou::-age 
make I jidea fatall;r ctildi.s!: " 

(Ca:::nent :· The assassina tio::J. ·G-as actually carried ou-:;; 

through a variation of t!>is s~llene. 'L'1e assassins detec-:.ed and 

took advantage o.f a s~reoty:ped pat te:rn. i:t Trujillo's r:::~ve-.::ents 

in which he :rode at night_. unescor..ed,. on little traveled hlgx.-ays.) 
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" .. .. . if cp_;>orttt..'li ~J st::~.?::r-t- p:-o-t;3 Z!'"~wp :!-'J:. ~0 be l~s-:, 
believe ..... :iJ:l?enti·~·e D~.?...e s:;re a~.:; · .• ~it~ ~D .:--:::2d:.r for 
m:::ediate entry Dcl::Rep ••• if necessary at. air d.,."'";Jp sites 

5 !·le.rch 1961 

As a follo·..1-up to t..iJat cable, t.:::z sotio:J. ::abled 3. ::::::=unicatio:J. 

fra:n 
~----------------J" 

events. Everything is being pla1:..::ed perfectly. Results :::ay be 

assured as ouch E.S 1n;n.an fallibi!.! ty :r:er:::i ts. .. 

·r !-!.arch 1961 

" 

I 
' ' • 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

l Headqt:arters cabled the fiel:i, :!.::1 pa!"t: 

"Existing authorizatic:l p~cluees i:J.t:-oductio:::l a=s into 
Do::!! Rep by U.S. perso=el. c::-::.er pre?are conti~e.:::::y plans 
for possible al"!:.en::.ate C.ell•-er.f :::et.2:lod, re;t:est s:.a:i:::~n 

dete=ine additional drop z..::::es and co::fi= those :::;e:J.tioned 
••••• Request type and r;=t:ity a=s desired •••••• " 

~ 
8 IV.arch 1961 

Cable from the station: 

told Dea::-bow. v::4 7 ~-rn.::-::± 

grou kill by /J:: 
near ~~~------~------~~--~=a~:~e~::~o~t=-~ 
0::1 Trujillc tr2.·1el . 
us but interesting that C'r":-~e' Papal 
exists but possi::,ly not of :;:e:::-so:-•. 11.el i.:lvclved. n 
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"Eqs. deeply i.:lterested pla.:1 =d =-::c;_c:est. ::.:-;;ently 
n.dji ti::n .. "'ll Ci::7..ails l~ ol"".ier w-::~e:~. pl.n.::..s tL-el:r n~sista.::l\:e ... 
U:1cer..z~'CY of pl,"::~s, tir:Ii~ a.::rl :::::Unces of s:Jo::cess p:-eclt:d.es 
Hqs sce:d...."-6 c~i:::e:::t :for st::::.G s~icii'i~ c..:;sLstance as t::.at 
req1.:ested • 

lkadqt:arters cabled the statia:J.; 

15 Harch 1961 

Cable f'ro!:l the station: 

Ey note; the c!l:!.e.f of staticn. .... 
learned the disside:::t group n~s 
conth or C,ro:p it as n!..:D':Jer of ::":::-i.:;,ge 
are ap:;Jare:ltly a·.-are renew-al p.la.:1 • • •• 
45 l:itl (sic) rapiC. fire weapons or 

-.. ~ .... '" ,_,. \ ...• ;;..~ ;#!'- _ .... __ ,~ ~ ... ---· --
" .l .------·· 

for 
50. I 

for f'ive 
z=o for 

,. 
'«./ 

( ~ · .. 

~· t . 
. ,. !{,, 

' 
! 



:·. 

r.a:::e, ••• )0 
ro;::t:.~t-s. . • • 

H) !·lard~ 1961 

"Eqs e~"})lO:-i..."'l.; possLbili ties :"":J:- iJ::::Js deli'":e::-..r ~:1:! ~..;ill 
ad·ttsc ASAP. l·~eJ.:r..;hilc, request ycu cl!l::.-i:;: .... y soo::est: Is 

J==:J~~~£....!3~9~t on o·m in:!.;;iative ur is :!:Je s:;.c:aki:::g for 
" 

17 t·!s.rc!:l 

"For issue to several {or the dissic?.ent g;rouiJ Consul 
Ge~erul L:earbor:J. rer;_t:eS'GS three 38 caliCcr S::d th a~1d.. ~eszcn 
Special :prstol3 or si::il.:!!" ::1nd t~ree c::.all Ooxe.:; C8.!"tr-iC.;es .. 
If se.::.di..c·...g e.::u:no CC!:!plicates pr~ble:!:, a.~vise and. "Je ~-ill tr--J 
get fret:~ l-l.a ri ne s • 

"Cb.ief of Station rei tera t.es s1.;ggestion [to send in each 
:pouch one scall size high fir-e pm•er -..-eapoiJ as Deari:or:1 
increasingly concerned lest :::o:::::entt::::J ·•:tich group r.as no·• for 

~ssassinatioE7 decline result lack ~~ngible or too slo~ action 
on ar:::s by tile U.S. Gover=ent. Also security tl::ese p::ople 
increasingly of direct interest US Gover=e:1;; ·,..hlch e.ach CE..y 
nore involved in /Jhe opera tio.::J. Loss of one of ir.ey people 
th.."'U captu..'"'e could lead re vela tion details ODYO"zC?::/El{[E:SD 
acth"i.ty. '.lb.us preferable •,.re give the::~ scrne c.!:!ance defend 
tbe::Jselves against SI:L '' 
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"i:.i s gro~..:;> §.~:a ssiv::.::! :ioi/ pla:1 C.C"'J t~!.s: G:--'Ju,;> L:iOA3 

id.en~i*:y ~ji~l'J'3 .:Jistress i.n c:api~:!l. =:e vistt3 !:~:on.~~ 
\t·ee~ o~ c::~ i!:l ~ .. ..,o ~..re~~s.. Goes he!"' :.!p::!~!lt . ~1':..:0~ w i!..!:li 
lig!:!tl;r GU-2:--'-<><1. Gcc::::'-""-' ::!::r::r::-enu:r :-.as ~c:::eo::e in l:ui!.,!q ·..-~o 

- - -r\ 

ca::: ale:::-t ~he::J to \'ir.it. D:-essed as a!":::Jy offi::ers, s:::all group 
vtll b') ta e:l~::l.!lce, dis:.!:':!!~t g·2=-d. .. _r ..... t::; y;:-etext dis;;atc.b. ~-!..= 

and :.-::y eo {j;.ssassir:J.tioif, 
sile:1ce .. 

~~~~~~~~~,Will 
use G.:Jiet ~.,;eapon..s fer 'tE~.sic job.. ... .. . fi.r!:!l 
p<Jiii tic:l ·.-ss U.S. Gc·rer-2::ent get items he::-e soonest ·;ia p.:)u>::!:l. 
or sbil::.::- r::eans. Evident. he act~ ·.;orried tb.at del.iYer:t by 
otl::er =a::1s ·.rould. c:c::rpr::::::Use entire project. Obvious be ca.:1· 
cmmt 0;:1 oray one group both receive a=s ar:d do Lassassir..atioif. 

expects and ;;illi.:::g risk ci:aos for pe!"iod 
.:;. f ; ; .L.,"'"-c--. ""a.c:-.-1-. .u-· 1.:-lil:::<.L-.. -;_--;lc---J.J.6-. -.. -w:-: __,ul'Le r j;. ssa ss ina tioiJn:a i:::lly be ca u s.e ror 
securl":y reas.o::.;j hir~ &.,'Tocp cnnnct c:p:;:r:--::f!=::::. .=!.lit.:l=:, .. 2:--~ r.ope to 
get decisive a~...!!:ent support befo:re .fj.ssassinatioiJ. 

20 !-!arch 19'51 

Head~uarters cabled the station: 

The statio::!. replied., in pa!"t: 
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'l~e above e:-:cerpt is t~ most sig.::tifi~!lt IXJint in the ·cable, 

but the exceT]?t does not fully rt!Vcal t..1e co::J.ten.ti:Jus tor:.e of the 

cable. Cb 25 <·!area, Headq:.:arters, in a c:able released by t.!le DD/P 

(Bissell) undertook to The cable gives a fairly 

co:nplete stat.~":le::lt of U.S. polic:r an.:l o'::Jjecti·;es a!'.i!. 

reS?Qnsibillties. It i::; s·,..,....arized her-e. He su_;?port a progra:n to 

repl!!ce the Trujillo regi:::e; ·.;e wish to avoid :p:::ecipitate action if 

pl.a.~ is not veil organized, as appears to be t!Je case; oachine 

guns and a=uni tioo vill be supplied to demonstrate good rlll to the 

dissident::;; tte reqt:ested revolvers are being pouched. Headquarters 

is pla:mi.:.1..g vith State a~i::J.st the eventuality of sudden 

the dissidents thet might result i.::1 the forni::!g of a ne~o~ 

"I'f above clarifies .Rqs :position, -hould p=cceed accordingly. 

In event n;aj~r points re:::ain 11:1clear, State De;-art:nent pteparir:.g 

orcers pe~it return for consultatio:1s." 

:::eplied to this cable 

or not. 'n'<:: do r.ot find a reply L'1. the files. did go to 

headquarte!'s fo!' consultations abou'.; 5 April, but W<:! cannot 
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establish t~.:1t the t.:ip w.:. a di::-e:::;. :::-e~::uu of' this cubu. T'!lere 

is S<X!:e evi::!e'.lce that ::>..~ggest.s t:t:at t!:te trip may. lave been in 

.··,, 

. guns.) 

Cable :f'roc the statio:~.: 

permission p&ss three semi
and supply a=o vhicil a.r..silable 

consulate f·."'O:: departed l:!Sval perso::::~el. Would need frc:n Hqs 
nine 30 car-ridge magazines for '-"e:ipcl::I.S. Request prompted by 
I Dtut.e ;,;5 March vhicli :.;ays he UWJ..Li.Jl. hulU g,ruup 
together b-!yond April 15 vi th:::;ut ll.."'!ll::& dell very. • • • • • ,. 

(Ccmment: It r.cay be helpful. to interrupt tile chronology 

at this point. As ve v1ll later expla.in, ... tb.ese carbines .vere 

actually :passed to the· dissidents. 

Antonio de la Maza, llbo wrk.ed out the details of' the assassination 

·and vas the lead figure in carrying it. out. They almost certainly 

vere take.n to the sce.ce of' the slaying by the assassins. We have 

'· no evidence ~t any of' them vere actuall,y fired during the. shooti:::g. 

The 11 ttle evidence 'lol'e have suggests tbSt they vere not actually 

used~ ·These-three -carbines are-:.t~e: o;reapons refer::::-ed to by various 

sources as ha.vil:lg been :passed to the :plotters by CIA. We find no· 

evidence of' any other 'Lieapons havi::!g been IJa.Ssed.) 

:·-·. 

·i 

~-1 

. ··c•,.coo , • ·I. ::·;;_~: 
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Eeadqt;!lrte:::-3 cabled the sta tioc.: 

· ' "FYI 1 ref hard·.mre /J.he three" pistols the station asked 1::e · ··•···~·-" 
pouche~ makes fai=ly zi:eable packa6e it l~ped single shipce~t." 
Rec;_".:est ~oo::est .COS esti::::ate of r!sk i.!lvolved seuding one pac~ge; 
or ·.;!'!ether split shipment preferable." 

.(Co=ent: \-le find no indi~t.iozi in the files that these 
l -

·.revolvers 10ere ever actually pou;:2d. We zus;_:Ject they vere n.ot, 

because tile request f'or them vas over+...nk.en by subsequent event~.) 

29 fllarch 1961 

Headquarters cabled the station: 

" • • • Hqs inclined to favor 
carbines and ammo. Are ca:::-bi..::l.es carried on 

ui r·vo:::-£ •hich ~y blo• CIA's 

'-::----=--=J_,..ey beieg ;:cade available to Domin!.cac.s 
Consul ~neral. Dearborn's _ .concur::-en:::e. __ Advise. 
Pouching • • • n1I!e rr.agazi.:les • • .• " 

31 March 1961 . ' ···'· ... ~ • ,-... ! 

II 
·The station replied: 

,, 

,;:[~~'~ 
''\';(·l.•>t~-':';~?~;;;<0~i-·s;"'::,t'~ 

~;· ~'·I .! ,;,, 
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Headquarters cable to the station: 

:;ot \&.at he 
1~ ope~~1o~l c?~tin~ity. 

1 ':.e:::IS 1 !# n::> 

"/Jasr:.i.ng tile three car::rt.=.e.:J apprc.-..-e-d. Advise Eqs ~ 
passing .. of 'ttis .equipcent c-c.~leted. 

(Cau:ment: 'lhls cable ws :released by t!!e DD/P (Bissell).) 

1 Aprtl 1961 

Cable f.r01:11 the ii~tion: 

"["Tbl! pouch f'or.m:d..!::g :::::n.go.zi:J..c::; for t::.e three carbineiJ 
contained 15-bullet t~agaz:i:oes rather t!::.an 30.;.bullet magazines 
as requested. Pls expedite pou~ 9 latter type M-1 carbine 
~Mga zi:!:!e s • " 

9 April 1961. 

Cable from the sta ticm:. 

(Comment.:. ·'fb.e files.do not contain an ac:COtl;lt of how the '. 
carbines. were actually passed~ As ve will la.ter-·see, headquarters 

subsequently .poucl:.ed sul:mcliine guns for passing to the ~ssidents. 

Headquarters ask...<>d f'or the s:.atioa' s _pla.::l for securely passil::g the 

sub:::sa.chine guns to the dissidents. The statioo replied: . "Propose 

use essentially SW!!e tech::tl~-e as that for J:..:ne three 

• .. 
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1 April 1961 

, Chief', W Division, submitted to Chief, RI1 . a memonmdUCII requesting 

_\IBiver of' pouch restrtct:!.on on pouching l.-eapons. "'lhe above req:o..:.est 

1a submitted for the following reason: Station Ciudad TruJillo l::as 
. ; .. -

· reqtiested that Headquarters provide four M3 machii::e guns and 24o 

. rounds of' ammunitio~ on a priority basis for issuance to a. small action 

group to be used for .self protection." 
·i-. 

(CO!I::l!ent: 'I'he entry :f'or·l8-Marcl:l 19ol refers to a reqt:est '' 
f'or submachir:e guns, but there vas no .follo·.1-1..'P on it from the statio::.. 

··-;. ':' 
T"ais :pouch '1.-aiver request was sub::Ditt<:!d "Jhile the chlef or sbt!.o::: -..as 

. ··.·~- ~- :} 

·':';', , ..... ···:..-
_.,._.. ..... ~...,_-,..-.......... -----~-
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cons•.U ta t.!.ons. . j . ~ . 

pl~~ in ~rson .. fts vill be seen later1 t!:e :mb:lachlne gu:1s (the ~-~~~~;<+~<lAi~ft~~k{. = 

et~.lled "~ese g-;:::s" of World liar -II) ··.re:re poucl:.ed but approval·ws ... ," ' · · t I'·. ,, . ,. t· 
r~v;r ei~en tbe station to pass them to the plotters.) . 

Zeadq::ari:.ers cabled the station: 

"Equipment fbruinn~~~~~~~·~~;:.~~ 6~_7 which sUbject 
or Chief' of Station I being pouched 14 
Aprtl. Prl . .'J!" to passin6 equip::ent, adYise llqs ,vimt Gcheme of 
dc:lJ. w::r,F prJposed." 

(Ca::m2i!nt: The dellveey sc.beme is ex:pla~d in C:Oilll!lellt on 

the 9 April entey.) 

13 Aprll. 1961 

k:1 extract from a note sent to Consul General Dearbor.:r. f"rci:n· 

_ "'rhe three Leica cameras, model M-1 f:tb.e three carbillei/1 

Yith their accessories., should be in the proper bands in a day 
·or t-.ro ••••• • • With ~·small emc-..mt __ of' equi:;;ment 'Which-tb.e:r 
are ·receiving they can o::U.y take action at a f'ev specific places 
and t!::.e:re:fore the p::-obabillties are c:onsieerably :reduced ru:ul 
the ti::!e ·factor .. cO::!Siderably extended accord.iJ:lgl v. With the '· 
rest of' ti:.e equl~nt (four Ieicas1 ::rodel !-1-3) /J.>:.e su"anachine 
gc::!ZJ the possible places o:f' actio:~. are multiplied and the lost 
~greatly re4uced." 

Extract f'rcm a note :from SOCP.A'.CES to DELTA 
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"~""!e t~::.-ee L:::ic: ... -:t ~.:;~~e~3 a:1d ac:·..:e:~;:.;o~ies a·~ "!..:-_ t~e ho.!1ds 

t:-~ ones 
or-.!e~ to 
S-e£lt t'"..tO 

t~a t 
d:J a 
days 

·..,·111 t.a~e t;!e piet.·u:es.. ·J~hey _r£e·:l ZJOrc ca:=}e;-ns 
:.:.~tter a~~ fe.str~r ~ob. :-.r.:; hop~ t.2.:.~ :.:1e :n~o 
.:!;o mi,:-~1.!: :::elp :i.n ~;as::t. in this ret;1:-rl.." 

IIote frcm YAGUATI to 

(',Qt1~r::ts ul ... _ ......... _ _, ._ ............ ... ~e!""Cd t t i c: i ~;.os.:;ib:..e to ole; ~ F£iV t.u5.L:o.ylli.t: 

job. «:e needs ta hav-e 7.:":e rest of t:-;e equi_?Pent ( t:--.e 4 :-1-3 
Leic:us) before :,e t:.::derta:<;.e;; t!::e job. 'I':::e 0>1es already delivered 
he ::;ees t11em as gGod ccmpl~:entarJ eqt:i_;:;;::ent (defeD.si ve) bu'!:. l:e 
r>..eeds t"::e others fo:- t!:e u.;;;;s:-es;:;:!.ve ;a::--;; of tl"le job. It is my 
belief t.:.-:3t the or:es ul:::e!:!dy deli·tered have served a psyc.hologi.;al 
purpose also: the :::en i::l·to:!:ted have al·.-ay::; been in C.oub"t the 
good faith of yo:;.-:: people in 'da;;h. '?neir feeling ·.:as t:W.t in 
several :::cnths all they have obtained -.·e:::-e premises. r-io.., they 
see ttat you actually mean cusiness. So; no..,, all tbey are doing 
is ....-aiti::lg for ~e i::eavy ca::::e:::-:13." 

17 Anril 1961 

Head~~rters cabled the station: 

n 

passed 
advise 
delivery." 

rewat 
17"'e .,.,,-~ochi~e rrn,..,-7 ~o•j'--=-L ..... ~ .. · ~\.... .... ~..... .:....:.. o -:...-3::.1 ..... .... ...n... 

acldi tior.al Uqs 2._?_;:..:--::rral. Please 
a:1d proposed sche:ce and timing of 

[j:.~; ~l 
t:..iJ".:.! .. j 

not 

-.. ,,., 

, I
t r 
!'·· .~,. ·-

!~---: .. -- . 

1 . 
; 

i 
I. 
l 

l 
! 
i 

l 
! 
J· .. 



>' .... · '";·· ,;· 

--·. { 

·· ... 

.'."1 

·:;_· " .. 

20 April 1961 

Hee.dquart.ers ·cabled t:t:e st.at!.o.:!: 
.·., 

"ffiub.::ia'!..:hine g;.cif s!:.ould .::Je !:.el0. i.!l s:.at!.i"l~~~~~b~ 
rur..her notice a.::J.d not repe.a.:. not be p.a.sr:.ed to 1..------
T".ais Eq,::> decisio~ 't:.'lsed oa j~:!g::::e.:J.t 'ti:at ·f:!.lli.::.g ..-ac:~·..::::~ created 
by. [ji. r.sa ssi::J3.. ti:Ji/ nc-.; 'b1~::- q•.;es.t.:!..an t.~. ever ::vie-., unsettled· 
CO:'!di tio.:J.s ;in Caril::~-'1 area. 

"Request statio::J. proviC.e foll info soonest.: Eave 
/Jbe three carbir.ei/ ~~ea dellve~~l~~t:::::::::::J (b) 
De ta ils on an t.e to !!.eli v e r s:.: bi:ca cl::i:::le g~J:.:J.SJ 

(Commer.t: · It cibht be noted that thls cable 'WS sent 

Just three days after tb.e failure u.f the , ;·dirg at tile Bay of 

Pigs.) 

20 April 19\51 

Bote to DELTA /_fiearoo=:iJ f'ra::! YACUAm and soc:&\'IZS: 

". 

"'Tbe- o!.ficera that 1ili!re to ~ t.b.e phot.ographic job are not 
only disnppoic.ted but. reall:r ang:ry at t!::e ref".Jsal of the deU·tery 
of the other Leicas. 'r.aey !:.ave l!ecided to give up ti:e plan and 
disperse, because t.b.ey c:an::lOt ta..ke a.rri more risks f'o-:: nothic.g." 

. i. 
I 
I 

,,. 20 April 1961 

Csble :from the s ta tiO!l: 

, ., /ftubrm.chfr.e. 

vbatsoever. Ex~ 
be 

19 A:p::il Oi!th .::J.O'e!ltr.r problems 
trea!!..S .st.a tion' · can 

1......::----------J~~:!. the chief' o~ s-::.a-:.io.::J. ca.::J. sta:::e delivery 
cli.rect to drop. Request. Hqs advise when ... -e may begin." 

.. 
'•"' 

:~ . . '.~. I 
.,. J_,_ 

• . .: :'. ; . ~· 

-~·-;-~~:··, ... ·, '?";~-· ~;;::~~i:~~~!~:·:· 

r· 

';. 

.. ,, 
~ , 
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21 A;prll 1961 ., .. ¥l":~ 
Cable f'rom headqU!ir+...ers to the station: 

-.. :. 

i 

"ffiubmacbine guniJ should be held in stati~· m....£JJliQd::u~ 
further :::otice and not. re;ea t no!; be :passed to 

i 

.. ~. ·;.· .: 
'1........~.......,-~~--:-' 

:regard.ing disposition 'o:f the· three ca:-bi!!.es: · .. :.-, :-

.. 
.. to intemedia .. . ~ . 



-' 

. ~ :' ·-

·.: -! 
- ~-· ·,. -

•·. . .. - .. .. 
" ---~-:~··· --· ··r.·-· ...... _ 

J 
·;<..-..•·" 

1.........------' 
'i"ne ::i.;;::lifica:::ce of !:.his a=:l ~"le secun::;: preble::~ it 

- -· -posed vill beccce apparent !"ra:l ox:.e of the later ~a tries for 

31 fJ_ay.) 

25 .b:::1.1 1901 

Cable :f'rocl. the station: 

~..,._ ____ ~_.told Chief of Statton ••• A::r.tonio de la 
lo!aza plans tr;r assassinaticn bet".reen 29 April. and 2 May. 

-: I 
,,., \io'fi' 

~-··--· i 

·~· ' 

,._,' 

! 
I 

bl;:r not j'1:!t a•-are ple:l. No so:id info o-;:!:e 
~iie::iSi;r:SiisS'saE:isstrlsi!:a.tio:l. ef'!'c:rt but General- .Juan---Towas Dia::. prceab~,.,...-----

,_ .. --. """~" ' f ~~hF :-. 

t."!ll 
get. 

a.id. Will use carbit:.es plus •tatever else C8!l 

De la Maza asks the s;;i::::::ach:ine g.;,:u; if possible .. 

"'"-~' ., .: .. -. : : 

-:: .:·-::~>:-,~~x-::. ~::-...__:~''•;: :~s:;::~·~: ~- ·:i:~:-;~'fi~·'"0~;:~ti;~ :?;7::; ::o:_·::''f~: ~·-· < ::>~ -"'""'-__ .,,;._, __ ,,_,-:::,~·J 
. ~ ... ~. 

""""':._r, • 

--~ _. __ ;,~.-~;1if,_~L~;-~F~-~,~~~·,.+~-: .. ~~;~j~~~~-~"'~~i~~~\~ii4~,~-c~~?.-:<-?~"i~~~~~-:';;.;:,~~h~·~.;;;:;,;· .. ~> .. 1~-i.~;-"'~.Lh,~-;~,··-~7>,~-~'-;•~~;t:•:.z,~."·~~-·:;~:,•~--J~ 
. -· .... ; .:..... '::"'•. _-

·· .... -· 

··=t~ 
I .. 
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and fe.., a;!;ii 'Cio::ul '..'ee.pons cc.'.:ld '"c!! in::,x:::-...an:. • • ~ • I Te,!llied. 
I h!ld r.o S'..:::.:cachlne guns un.:.er =:y co:H.rol o.:~.1 th.a!: a:17 U.S. 
contro~d ite::~s ·.ti:ich r::ig."lt c~ in Dcm Rep ~".lulJ. only be :released 
on specific authortz.a tio:J. 1'!-oo ·:i::~.shi:J.;to:::.. ·I pointed O';Jt tl".at 
Sin~. tbe. ~h.ree oca:"cines ve.re :::ad.e D.'ltail3b!.e Cuban incident had 
occur:-ed :!!:.d hoped ~::-oup could \;Il:!ersbnd. this. is period oi' stucy 
and assese::ent. . • • . • • " . 

cable frcm the station: 

,":' 

" ••••• suggest Hqs review:decision not pass suemachi~~Vne~te------~-
guns. Deter.::~ina.tion of group to go ahead ;ri-:;h possibly inau 
::ee.:s e~..:ld. srell e!:!d. best nro-U3 for~e n~ Yorki!lc'=!; t.Q" ... -ard 'f: .. he 
ove rCLro-o~ o t tne Trujillo ~gbe." 

!·' 
Draft ca!>le prepared at headquarters i 

" o o • • • Since it appears baa committed 
·. itself' to action vi th or witb.out addi tio-..al support, coupled vi th. 

fact that tile carbir.es already !lla.de avaU.a::>le to tl:J.e.m for personal 
defense; statio::~. authorized pass···suemac.i:!.i.ne· erunsc to.c==J for . 
tf!.eir additional protection on their proposed endeavor ••• ' ••• " 

.. · (Ca:cent: 'nUs cable \ISS never sent. It vas authenticated 

_ LJ'--....,---_,. for J. C. I<lng. and Richard :Bissell coordinated~.On.-·::--.....----
"" 

attached a handwritten bu;:k-sli:p: "Retu:'!l to: Chief',. W~H. Div. 1 .~· 

unacted t.-po.n. ") 

-47-··"'·· ··.·· . ' - ~ ·."·. 

·· .. : -· . .:. ;. 
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4 !·!Ay !)5! 

ne...- a::tti:..Trujillo plot, saying that ·.re never ?::J.e·.r if' one of these 

~ould ~~rk or n~t. 

5 Ma.y 19-Si 

E:eadc;Jarters c.able..l t.te · sta ticn: 

"'Bt:g.t-e t c!e lay but release [jjt t.he subr.'lachine i!;w:liJ a ·.rai ts 
high level f.ta~ Depart:nent decision." 

Headquarters cabled the station:-. 

•state Departz:lent has disapproved passing fJu'rJmachi:t:J.e go..miJ. 

(Cmoe.nt:· There is an unsi.;n.ed and almost incc:mpreliensible 

memorand.u:r! in the El-IDEED files. It is dated 17 V.ay- 1961 and concer.:tS 

"• 
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. "'.i"· 

.·• . ' . 

"; ~~~:i·:~l!~i~~f;~~:;h~tl :.>.:~, . 

·. i 



·, 

.._: .. 

' :~·· . .. 

.... , . ..~·· 

r.--. -;; c· ·;: 

~~ 
-.......... · 

StGRE 

".· 
··l· 

··-~:.'1 y !· ·-~ i . ·.-·: :- .. 

., 
. :-

I. ~- -~-·~:._~;:j;~:~:: 
,. l .' ... --

[., ~ -~ ·"" ~ ...... 
( •• l :f .•.. . '·. 

' . ,~··.:·~~r 



-~·. . , 

... ,_,._ 

··'· .'"'':-'·.-

. .. 

. • 
. ;. . . 

..... _._. :; . 

. .. 

... · ... 

. . :-: 
·._.-J•• 

,..., .,./ 
fl.j . 
ti ... A 

T"llere w.s discussion at a S_.,ecial G:::Ul.':P ::eeti..n.3. of" pla.:l.'li.J::6 Yi t.h 

resj.ect .to the Dcmiclc:nn Republic. · C'aest."!r 3c·.lles sa:!.d he thought 

that an internal State .pln.n.t"lir>..g paper ,outll:rl.::l6 an ru:rbitiou:; 

the Special Group's action. Mr. Parrott's notes Supp:lrted that 

U:lpref>sion. · The fol.lcrJi.!:J.g 1::> an exc.e.rpt. frc:m t.h.e minutes: 

11General Cabell noted tbat the internal dissidents vere 
pressi::.g fo:.: the release to. them of ce::-+..ain E:!!all a!"!lls no·.r .in 
U.S. h.ruids .in .the Dominic::m Republic. !:e i.aquired vnether' tbe 
feell.:;; o~ the Crc;..J? rc:::.ai.Lcd. ~t !.l:.:!~ ::r=:;. :::b.culd :lot 'be 
passed. The members showed no incli=.a.t!.on to take a contrs.r-J' 
posi t1an at tbis ti.'l!e • " * 

The agenda of the Special. Group meeting for this date proposed 

cll~c:ussion of '"further guidance to Desrbom :re contacts \11th 

dissidents." 'l!:te mi.nutes of the meetil:Jg1 hcr.rever1 l!!!i.ke no mention 

of the subJect~ ... 

Dearborn: ·~.:ay 26 I had long ta.1k '11':!. th 
de' no request for aros ;,hlc:h 

do vi t.h wb.e t 1 t h:ls • 

*The· small arms to:.vb.i:::h·General Cabell refe-::-red vere 
guns, vh!ch vere pouct.ed to. the station but were z::.ere.r 
clls'Sident.::o. 

.· ..... ~--- . .-: ... ·~,;: ~. .·.SEC 
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Hi~ c:ll;r statcz:::ent o:: :.hL~ :::ubjcc':. ·.:as '.:!13.~ group ha:; a~::; but is 
so:::e:.."h.:l t con·:e:":" .. eC. ".J:::e t':.er e-:lo~:z:;.. 

,.;-.~ .. : ; .. ~.>·.,._·-·:~·,~ :··.:. · ·~ ...... ,:-"···:nne st.ated··-,Sct!.c!:l g~up planni:1g overthrO".i-·TruJillo f'or -~· 

r--· ·:r ··-·· 

' '' ~ -~. '·· ~·,, 

past 3 ".ii!e1:::; a::-;.:1 rc;::~:entiq anti-cc=uni::;t pro-deoo-:mtic 
eler:ent!:: cf '.l~i:::h l::e ::ecber re=:ains on brln.1{ f1n.9.l perfon:::ance 
and d,eter::ined as e·:er. Said he could gi·re l:!e no c!ate because 
a;tion depends w!:an ':'X"'.ljillo. follo'.ls a-:.raited pattern •hich 
not Y-"lo·..-n .in a:lva:J.:e •. Grot:n ha::; arraruse:?:ent for beii::& infomed 
st:fficiE>ntly ih ad·;a::.:e to get into a.3::;ig::~ed posi tio~s once · 
sit;--=:al gi'.'en. He a;;ked if Uai ted States _,:irepared assist pro
United S'"_a '.:.es Do:nin!.c:ans quickly if tl::.ey succeed overthrow 
·'Irujtllo. 

"I replied ••• spted vith which assistance could be 
given vould be in.::reased considerably if ~;e could have prior 
info on su~1 subjec~s as ti:ni::g, plans ,fqr ac~~on, p::rsonali ties 
involved a~ ident!. ::;r o.f proposed jt:.'"l.ta. • • ~- • • H~{ replied 
partici:t:ant:s vere noc prep....red giv~ l.iltd;· 1i.:!.:le<l ULJ.til uf~rward 
end could not ~ive ti=e for reasous stated earlier •••••• 

e'lent could happen any day: and 
3 times in l.:lst .2. weeks except that 

forces did n:Jt :::atertalize." 

. <-

"For Dear1Jorn f:-om State •••.•• We must not J:"Ull risk , 
of U.S. association vith political assnssiMtion., since u.s.. _,.......,-.,_ ....... _.: [.. 
as matter of ge!leral"policy cannot condo01e assassination.· T!:d 

··last-principal is o·,e:-:i.ding and·must·prewil.in. doubtful 
situation •••••• You ::::ust req'Jest and receive further 
specific iustructicn .for 3~].Specific covert activity. At the 
present til::le .,..e are u:!Sble .to transfer acs to _dissidents •• 

. (COt:il!lent: Both !:ear"::lorn and the chief ot' static!l sent 

cables ca=centing C!l this guidan~e cable. Their cables were filed 

. . .. ~ ;~ .. 
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····' 

.' .. 

.. ;. ... t. 
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~:; until the ea~·ly m::n":li::l6 hours of 31 1·:ay--about ei.;ht hours 
~i 

t;_ -;;.:~.~ ·':""1'- -~ .• -
·"·~· .. ;·.after the e.siXissi.cat:!.O:t too~ ,pla~e. · Ex~r:pts _folloti .. ) 

•,, 

~.: . 

. .. ~ ~-

.,;-•· 

"State f'r:xr :cearboi'!l •.• · •• If' attempt is c:ad.e by U.S. 
friends assassi.!:late T::-ujillo t!le:re v'~ be a::cusations agai:lst 
us and best ;.-e can do. is see there is no proof. Greatest d.a.cger 
point i He ;.-as given sa:a.ll nucber acs b,y 

. disside verol d.:l:,·s and has told ::;e persons 
disstde.ats obtained t.!lese 1 tems frc:::l consuls told me 
same a.ad I have :ln.fon::ed him this cannot. be tnze ld lmo-1 
and vhen he recr.rested z::e supply arms tb.....-ough him dissidents 
I told him this impossible •••••• " 

. . ~· .:_::. '• ~.. - ,.-..... ~ ... ~ :· . ... 
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3 June 1961 

z.!e!!Wran:i1.0 .for.: t:!::e :-ec~rd sig::<::d. by J. D,- Ester}.i[!ei ir. pert:~~-· 

"7ce ev~n.!.::!.z of 2 J-.me, 1t · . .as C!.e-::i~ to ~ediatcl.y :, 
move o~~ of tl:::.e D=i.nic.an Reputlic :.he .St.c..tion C".uiefl I and 
Case O:"ftce!" wa& also c!.eci:!_=-d that .Ad::lil:.istrat1ve 
As:>i:.ta:l~ sho:.U.:l r:ot rett.::::1 to Trujillo, Ac:::ord-. 
ingly, an o_;::e:-at!::::.al .i::::::::!edia!:.e ~ble \/&.5 :::e::~t to the ::;tation 
the afternoi:::::l o!' 2. Ja::e · issui:r:,z ati~~te instructions." 

Memorand'l:ll! !."or the record signed by J. c. King, subject: 

"High-Level Y...eeti.ng on Dam.i.nica.n Crlds"--in part: 

·"The z::.eetiDg ·.ras held at 18oo hour:; O::l 5 June 1961 in Room ' 
7511tc o:!' t:Je !lepart:::::ent of State. Jl.::rcn.g •.=ose·pre5ent ve:-e·Y!:::e 
President '!.;-;::.do::1 .J.::.!mson, CecretarrH:::!iru:::ara, General Lel:llli'tzer, 
Under SecretarJ Bcn.rles, Deputy U">..der Secretar:{'Alexts Johnson_, 
l·tr. -Ed Hwr.:."il_, Chief, u::i:U., Mr. ;.~-W:Aur s.;;ili::~Inger, Mr. Richard 
Goodloli.n, Y.r. Ted Ac:hl.ll.es, Mr. 'iii:::l Coerr,. Mr. Morales Carrion 
and Mr. Ja.:~e scm • 

·-.... 

·.::: 

"Vice P:-esid.e.nt L,yr.do.n Jol:l::lsan :referred to another message .. 
:fraa CO::lsul Gez:eral Dearborn vhi:::h 'folllS i::1 an alamist tone as to 
the possibility of' il::;pli:::ating the United States in. the delivery o:f 
ams to the dissidents. ~ Vice President then asked 'Jbat 
vas the till:il:ig and aut.b.oricy an tb.e delivery of arms." 

( Ca:::::len t : Tile. message to llhlch Vi~ P:-esident_Johnson~ 
. - ~. 

referred is not in the. DffiEED'o:?eratioz::.al files. We did· not 

.. :fiiid ·a ccpy in a search of cable Secretart.at. archives. Jake 

Esterl.i!:.e, ...-::::.o a~ars to have ridde.n h.eri 0::1 post-assassina.tion 

,. 

·. ,\ 

.. _ .. , 
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.i 

havi::g he:ird of Vice President Johnson's 1 

50 .:· ; \- 't,c;:+':.t<Tf.cif~ci'"''''' ''''~:;\t;;::if,;i: ;g~;:c)c:, ~)~;~~!~ 
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dated 6 .!u::te 1961 (;;he day efter ~:::e x::ee":.ir.:g-at J-:.ate), subject: .. 
.... 1 1.''''.': .". o' .'~'_; • 0:' ' : . ~:· . ,.: . 

on. J'·..ts:.;ege of J..r-s to :;).:)::li:Ucan Dfssi:ients." 
. ; . 

in !::artn,g weapons furni;;:-..ed :.o tn.e aissieent.s. 'T~e nuting a=d. 

record. sheet attached to t!'le =eoorand~ s::to;rs it ·.ras o:::'i.ginated 

(Esterli=1-e.) •. Esterline initialed ~e rout.iD,3 and record. sheet 

T"ais ~ests to us , · 
•t': .. '····· 

that J. c. King, upon retu:ning frcm t!:'.e :::e'!ti.!:6 :.:.t S'Ulte, as~d; 

Esterllr:e to have a sl.:::!:llary :P'.Jlled together. 

J. c. King remembers t!J.e l:!leetinl; a~ vb.ic:h the Vice-President 

asked about the dellverJ of acs. He does not DO".r recsll. the 

specific query. Re-reading hi:> reemoranduz::: record of t!le z:reeti:lg 

leads hi.t!! to beli<lve that the Vice President's qt:est1on vas 

directed to one of the State representatives. Ee .feels t!mt1 

.if'. it bad been directed to CIA; h.e 'IICUld have made J::ention of 

House ::eetin,g o::r. tb.e Dcz:ri.nican crisis ci::r.·7 June 19-0l·l:akes no o::entio::t 

. ~
f. 

·; 
g. 

·i 

~~ 
-~ .,: of' u.s. involve!!lent in passing '!.-ea:pons to the assass!ns. '!'he z::teeting '~ .':>t~/-.(0: 

i4 ws chaired by the President, and. Vi·::e P:-esident John.s...."'!l \o"B.3 :<)resent. . " V 

:i '·· ""'"'I SE~;I- ;;s Di-llY · .... : '··'·T?''"'·"'''~~;;[:ji~ 
1il: -. . . "' . • ' . ~. i ;. 

' ,,_. ·-~-) .;;"-f~~.: ... ~~~·~ ... ~~---~--~~--~7":~:·-::7~ -:_ :;; .:~:-:-~;.~ .. ,.~:~jt;:~~~·~:-~.ft·~i~it;f:¥;~~~-. 

... ~. 



~ ..... 

,_. ·: ·: ·. ·. :- -~· {~-:. 

~-! 

~·--~ (" ·.· . . , 

_;=;;. 
:;,.:, 

·.: ···" 

. .. 

e.c.::ount oi' u.s~ G.JVeY"''m!ent i!'l"li'ClVe:::tent 'With pe~so:JS plottilA;S 

·the o...-erthro·~ O:\ '!'r.ijillo carr!es through t!le actuai a:>sassination>" ·. .:-~.~-,-,,-,_;~.,,;'.•if!·~•::f'<;""-'Bif 

Early in t!::e report ve explained -.b.y the- cot:p ~t ws to fall.o-ll 

the assa:.si.rul.tion never took place. Anot::ler es.:;ectul part_ of'·the 

stor.r is the roll-up of 'che essassi!l!ltio:l gro:Ip uod the discovery 

of U.S. i:lvolvecent 'With thel:l. 'l1le ccusulate cabled .__ ___ __J 

" ••• based crt HuasCS:r- Tejeda Pi.J::lentel 's statement 
to Judge of I.nstrucUon t:::st Wi!:::py {lDre!lZO A. Berry) 
provided the caliber 30 M-1 Gara=.d aut.C!atic carbi2s used 
to kill Trujillo ... 

i.ntei'Togations of the captured assassins. The f'olloving S'llml:IS.ry 

· is dra\ln f'ra::n the F.BI' s report of 1 ts interviews of Ortiz, 

officer who headed·the investigation of the essassilmtion. 

ll:::::::edi.ately after the slaying, all of tte assassins assembled 

at the house: of' General Juan Toms Diaz. Dr. Robert Reid Cabral 

·-~-~. 

·i 
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:o:~':" D:~:.:• ~ ::::,::: :::•~ ~':,:;•:' ::·:~.':;;;:·:::·,~,j,,,;'~.·,·.i:·!·''~·~:.,~.-.·.~.-,·.;_~.~.-.:_-.'".:.~:.~:=.:.~.·.· . 
.. ,, ... ii!s.:: · f'o;ced' Dr~ Reid<·~· ~~'-";'is; ·~-;~e ··in R~id • ~: h~~~"~or rour . 

o.r t.':.e assassins (Cene!"!ll Diaz, Anto:Uo de l.a l>!aza, Sslvad:.:lr 

·. 

E::;trell.a, a!ld' .Rober::o Pa.:;wriza). '?ne o~r assassins ·.rent. their 

lllthi:l hours aft.er e:1~r'-..:lg Dr. Reid's :Jot.:se, Ce:le!'Bl Diaz 

that the assassins ve:re so su:re tba t the col.l'i) would follo·., and t.:le;y - ··--; 

wuld all be natioM.l heroes that they had :::ade absolutely l\:10'11 

plAns for hiding or es=ape.) De la l\f.aza called for f.'.:.-s. Reid. a::~d 

ordered Dr. Reid o<Jt of the rocu. De la Haza thereupon ra;ed Mrs·. 

Reid in the presence of his c~cns. Past.orlza and Est.:rel.la were 

b.iglll;y incensed over· the rape. Pastorl.za left the bouse soon after 

a near-tight and a draw-weapons confrontation. Estrella left after 

a fev hours. Dia:z: and de le Maza left later and were kill.ed in a 

gunt:f.ght Wile resi~i:lg arrest. Both Pastortza. and Estrel.lA vere 

captured, to~~d., and confessed. The fol:lo·.r.L"'& are ex:::t!:r:i)t.s from 

the FBI's report of its 1nterv:Levs 'llith. Ortiz, the sm i.:l\"eS~igator. 

·· .... ·. 

a ••• af.'i-...er P.::!:.torlza left ~nerel J;,.;an To::::as D!az c~sed 
a t..elegl"3.::1 ed.dressed t~ President Ro!:lulo Betancourt of Venezuela, 
vhl:::.h said, 'Wle "Jho .h.ave k:illc:d 'I'ruji.llo ;.trc;entl:r need ;.-our help 
1o order to nee the CO!Utl"",;. Sig::ted General Jua::t To::as Diaz. I 
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''.Reid. !"efuzed. to take the tele~d.:ll on t::.te !:asis tb.s.t he 
f'2d alre~d:t" :_7l!.~t.ed hios.el:' E:eatel.Y -:.~ t::-*e pl(Jt t::.:--Qu5--~ 
no :f'au2.t of ~i..s c-..r.1. ~::.d. st...1V2G. -;:2-w.-c {.JZ t.l:cn:g~].t Dlaz. · .. as tr..{i.c.g 

~:.~e.:. ·~y as:-cL~ 22:..:.: t:o :..::..~:e ~s t~:ieg::c..:: to 
i t:t t.b.:?. t de la !~a z.:a: C-= ce:::e .so i.r.:::e:1::ed tr2 t :--1e 

:p·..L~:::~ed. .Eeid 3..:!d. ::-~s:.-;.0d him arc.t::.'!d 2rrd eve!l "~,.;cut so :""ar as to 
hold his revol ~rer a63i:!st -:~ b.::ad oi: P..eid •::; ym:r..g sc:1.. Reid 
ili:::n :::;.a.i_d t~-,;:rt ·~~-.:::.. _I..<i,~~1..~.r.s ~.:~:..!l~ i:...;.:_:. Ll:.c c:~~.i.r'"...: flei•.i lumily 

.-i1:...tt~L:£Lf!:ed "!rut tl:.at l:e •.raul!! r:.ot d.ellv-er t.l:.e telegre.:u to 
I 

rr • t!!,e SCl!::"Ce I:!~nticr..ed tl'...at d~~ t.:"!e inte~gatiC:l 
of the co:1spi::ato:--s ~ .... he rr:entio::'2d t~at U.:li~d S~tes of.fi.cials 
'b .. ere invol·:ed., t!:e:r .. ~:e~ ell as~~ to !de!.lti!'y ~e U::i :.ed St.a tes 
officials, bu~ ::L.'Jr:.e of tb.e co:1.s:pirators ;.--ere able to i.:=e:ttify 
these officials Dj"' ~-e e::.C. :::e:1:.i8::eG. o:::ly ~u:. t:-_2:r ~-~::-e hi&h 
functic::.ar!ts of t.:-:e U:li~d States D:r..ar:=::ent of 5:.a::e.. The 
only na::::e of any J..=rican officio.]. ;;hlcb. •c.s disclosed during 
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tf:ese iu~ .. ::-::"7:_;ation.3 -..:3s :.~~~ ::0.::':: o:-. .!:.:::~!""i.C.:J:~ C::;:J:;·Jl S~ll in 
c-:Jr...::ect.iot! "...i ::.~ t::C' tc:~;:-:;;:: t~.:! -... G-:;.:.2".:---J.:!.. !:;.:._:2.:: ·nr:::.:--.t.te·l tG s.e;1d. tJ 
&tn.!:!;::aurt .. 

.,. 

Cons~1l Hill ~02·:::uuse Dis.z to!"e i:. l~lJ ~!i':/2::- t:--_~ inci:!er.t 1.:1 Dr .. 
Reid: s h::>uSi! .. 

"( ..... t.~ SO'.!rce cs=.:::e:l-~d t.:-_3-t t.:::.e '\ ~:.crro{-;3.;~..-vr;; 
the!":)sel'".r.::c did ::ot Celi~v~ ::.-: !:!:is -:i.:J·:;: t:::!~ -:~+ U .. S~ :;'t::pa:r--w:nent 
of State ~~as in any v,ray i:l··:·.:,l-:-=0. -..:i ".:'::. t:.~e :plot.. '.r::1ey T..;:ocg;:,.t 
the disclos-u.:::es concer::li~ t.'::.e alleged invol'"l:=::ent • ..ll'as 
sirnp1y a met:-J.od by ~.,rhi '..:!:1 A.::i~ i:::!.:.;~ecl G-.::.c.ex-.::1 ~c=:&:l to give his 
upp=oV"c.l to t..:.Je plot. .. i ': -r;a s t::e i.:::::.e:-r'Oga t:.J!.":i op.Ln.ion. 

thts plot, tl::.e plot would ~ve ':::ee:J. nuc!l. bet:..e:::- or;;aniv::d 11nd 
the coup would have succeed.ed.) 

" by the latte!:" part :.·~ Ju!!.e 1961, t~e i!l .. Fest.i!~ation 
bud pretty o;ell est.a'oli s~.ed '~ee l.cen'.-;i. -ties of all the ind.i vi duals 
invol"led in the :plot, !!'any ci' \<i::c::: h2.d bet!':I a:-rE=sted !::-td 
inter:-ogated. T::.e o:lly ones Z:·:lt n·~::ounted. fo::- ·~e:re Lui.s A:::ic>..ma 
Tiv and An~onl.o Iobert Barrerr:.s. As p:ev·iou.sly related, ~~eral 
.Yt:an T:::::.as Diaz, A.::ltonio C.e la ~.~za, and Lie!.lte!:.::..nt !...:::ad.o 
Garcia Gu.,rrero ·.1e.::e "'-il..leci. ·.;C.en res!.sc;i:..g a~z.t. (At this 
point the so-u:::-~ related t~t if G·:=.:J.eral Diaz~ Lieut. Garcia, 
de 19. l·laza, Amiaoa, and I::l'ce:::. l::l'l:i been C3ptu...-ed, and :::ad.e to 
talk, it is certain tl::.a t t:en;;r :::.a:rJ :::ore prison.e:;:-s .,..ould l::.a ve 
been taken. ) 

"As far as the source is a;;a::-e, the only ind.!.vidt.:als ~o 
vere arrested as a :result of t!l.e ass.assi:::.ation of 'Irc~ji.llo, vho 
'!Oere brought before '!::he courts ·.-ere Tavnres a::2d Ge.nerdl Eocan. 
As far as the source i3 a" .. Ci::""e 7 nc o-c!:er i::d::. viC..t:al a!"'~sted i:l 
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To recap: 

a. 11ssistant SecretnrJ of St..ate Rubottcw told J. C. Y.ing 

on 28 Jtme 196o t.l-:lat. the U.S. Gove!"r!!::ent r.-as prepared to partici-

pate in tbe overt~.ro-.r of t1:.e Trujillo regi:::e to the ex-r..ent ot' 

providi::J,g a szr.all :lt.::::lber of z;:Uper rif"-<.es for t1:.e re!'lloval of 

key TruJillo people from the scene. General Cabell, as ActiLg 

DCI, on 1 Jul:f 196o approved deliveri.:J,s l2 Sp~field rifles to 

the Da::linican dissiC!ent::; by air drop 
~,___ ___ __, The rii'l.es 

....-ere never C!ellvered. 

b. On 10 Febn:2.ry 1961 tte chief' c: s:Ctio:t cabled a 

suggestion that one =all-size, nit;::i-fi::"'e-po-~·e!" ;;eapon be 
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of' Con::;;;l Cfi:.neral Dearbon f..:>r ~ta.:pouc!:..L"lg of-~hree ~8 caliber 

Soith a~d :tes:>oz: Special .pistols for lleliverJ to key ce::::Jbers. 

of' the dis::>i<lent eroup. Headquar+...e:-::: •,;as pre:PfirlD8 to pouch 

the pistol::; but up,::arently did ::10t do zo. 'l'here is no indication 

in the E.!.WEr.:D operatict:al files tl::.at tte pistols vere actt:ally 

pouched. The request for pi:>tols appears to have been overt.":!ken 

by a subsqte nt request for su'b!:mchine gu::LS. 

d. 0::!. 26 :·larch 1961 the station cabled a request :for 
... ~.- . 

permission to pa!';S 'three se!::li-auto::latic 11-1 ca:::-bines plus 

.acmunition toL-----------------~ 

were in thE! consulate, h::l.ving been left by departed naval perSonnel. · 

The station requested that headq'!.llir...ers pouch magazines. Head

quarters approved passing the earbines and amm'U!li tion and ·pouched" 

the magazines. The cable aut;;o::-izing passing the carbin.e::r ws 

released by the DD/? (Bissell). 

station cabled that the 

of' the dissidents~ gave 
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tr.o:.>:n in tl:e tnmk of his a~to=obile. It i~ probable that at lea;:;t 

one of the caroir.es ,.;as taken to tt.e .. scene of .the a~sassination 

in the sb.ooti.D,g. Ortiz, the S:C.f investi.;at.or, told the FBI that 

~:; 
the a::;:;a::;sins who were apprehen:!ed and i!!te!"!"C;ated spoke oc.ly 

of the f'irlr:,z; of a saved-off shotgun, revo!.ver::;1 and pistols. 

e. While at headquarters for co.::J.Sultations in early April 

headquarter;.;_ to pouch four M-3 submachi!!e guns and ammunition 

to the station. The submachi.ne guns ;.rere pr:·lched and arr:!. ved 
· . .;; 

~{ 
·!I. 

at the station on 19 April 1961. Headqt:arters cnbled the station· 

on 17 Apri'l that the submaclline guns vere not to be passed to · .. <: 
the dissidents Y1 thout additional headquarters approval. Despite 

repeated pleas fran the Chief of Station and fran the Consul 

General, Wasl:i.i:gton continued to ref'use authorization to pass 

them• We think it is safe to conclude that the· submachine guns 

... ~' . ;~ : 
·were never passed to the dissidents • 

.:'-·,:'.· 

A final, and rather sorry, foot::J.ote: We do not know the 

moti w tions of· ~:~en· such as: . ,. 
L-----------------------------------~ 
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of pe:::'!:li tting free electio.::;.s. He h3.d p1 a:::.::ed to establish hi.l!Jself' 

as the nell :Ccci:llcan "s:'.;rOtgE.a.:l" :-epla.::i:;_g: ':i'rujillo. C~neral Ju.au 

'l'cl:las Duu. ws bitter over ha·r'...ng 1::ce:l p~.;'::ll!cl:r disgraced by Trujillo 

and then csslrlered i"l'Q:I tl:.e ar:~y. A:l .. .onio de 1a t-!aza. al::;o had 3. 

Trujillos to concE;al his &.:ld thei:- pa::."tici:pat:!.6n in the slaying 

of' Gerald Murphy in the Galindez ca:;e. Host of' the ot.bers also 

bad personal reasons for wishing Tl-..:j:!.llo dead. 
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