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‘Mr. Tarasoff: did you have English. Very seldom
and then usuailyfi called upon her (Mrs. Tarasoff) to verify
my idea, whatever they were talking about. Sometimes
their English was so bad that it was impossible to make

heads or tails out of it.

Mr. Blackmer: I would like to ask you if you can
state an opinion as to whether or not you think the
party talking to Mr. Oswald, on the two conversations that
you intercepted, were any‘of the individuals we just discussed.
Yatskov, Kostikov, Konstantinov or Kostin. Do you know for

a fact whether Mr. Oswald spoke with any of these individuals?

Mr. Tarasoff: Well my unconfirmed guess would be

that it must have been either Kostikov, or Konstantinov.
Mrs. Tarasoff: Well that's for the simple reason,
out of the whole group that was at the Embassy there were
only about two that really spoke English well.enough, where
they could carry on a conversation.
Mr. Blackmer: And those two are?

Mr. Tarasoff: Would be théSe'two'peOple/

Mr. Blackmer: Kostikov. K and Konstantinov.
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Mr. Tarasoff:. Because the others were sort of a
beginner, a word here or there, but they couldn't carry
on a conversation, in fact if a phone call was made and
an -American was calling.trying to get some information, well
even the party at the gate that would be there, or at the
switchboard. They would hardly dnderstand what they were
tryiﬁg to say. They would try to tell them in Spanish that
they donft'understand them. Or telling them in Russian
or in Spanish and they would finally hang up because even
the party at thé switchboard very seldom knew English.

So you could boil it down to how many there were that really

spoke English well enough where they could carry on a

conversation.

Mr. Blackmer: All right, I understand that you have
made voice tapes. Could describe to me what you did and

why that was done?

Mr. Tarasoff: Well, first of all I wanted to familiarize
myself with the way each member of the Embassy was talking.

Secondly, if I had somebody doing my work for me after I

-was transferred or for any other reason, that they would

- embassy
listen to the voices of the Soviet/employees and figure out

- who was talking. And in order to build'up a library, let's

say, of the voice prints, so consequently;&séﬁhhé&iémite -aa
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Mr. Tarasoff: nuﬁber of these spools, empty spools
from eight millimeter movies, I used those for cutting off
a section of the tape and then winding it on the spool and
then my wife would mark it and put a piece of paper identifying
each voice when it was spoken and so forth. After a While
we would run out of it because there were so many different
voices. So we had to go to Kodak store and we bought a whole

mess of these empty reels.

Mr. Blackmer: Did you deal with anybody in the Embassy

on this voice taping?

Mr. Tarasoff: No. I sent them.notice:toxthat:effect
to:rthe embassy. I said that it would be a good idea. They
didn't think so at first, but then, remember, I think it was

Herb that said actually, take the voice samples.

Mr. Blackmer: So you definitely communciated this

to Herb Mannell.

Mr. Tarasoff: I think so. That's who it was.
Mr. Blackmer: Can you tell me a little more about

the voice identity tapes® that yQu'made, when you left the

.. employment, did you turn them over to anyone in the Embassy?

HW¥ 55923 DocId:32277225 Page 95



-71-

Mr. Tarasoff: Oh yes, after we had a box full of
them we had to turn them over. Do you remember who picked
them up, probably one of the boys.

Mrs. Tarasoff: Well, when we were leaving all the

equipment went. There were a couple of them that came out

and Charlie came out and who was the other fellow who
and they took them.
came out with them/ You know the one that brought the

dictionaries.for you.

Mr. Tarasoff: Oh, Dan Vogel.

Mré. Tarasoff: Yes, he took some of the staff.

Mr. Blackmer: I'm sorry, Dan Vogel?

Mr. Tarasoff: His name is in the

Mr. Blackmer: In what, sir? His name is in the book
the CIA diary, Dan Vogel was someone that you gave these
voice identify tapes to?

Mrs. Tarasoff: Yes.

‘ Mr., Blackmer: I see. Do you know if these tapes are

still in existence?
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b Mrs. Tarasoff: That, I have no idea.

Mr. Blackmer: 1I'd like to show a memorandum sir,
it's dated the 1l6th of October, 1963. It is a teletype
message to the Ambassador concerning Lee Harvey Oswald's
“contact with the Soviet Union. 1I'd like to read for you
this paragraph and I want to ask you if you think it's a
fair representation of the information that you transmitted
to CIA headquarters during the time you transcribed the
Oswald tape. If we can,.we have a minor delay, if we can
cut off just for a moment..and we can return. Mrs. Tarasoff,
‘ Mr. Tarasoff, I.was going to ask you, give you the infor-

mation that's contained in October 16, 1973 CIA memo to

the Ambassador. It also has carbon bopies to Immigration
and Naturalization, Navy, Legal Attache, Regional Security
Officers, Counselor for Political Affairs and the Ministry.
This is information that.was sent to these different
.agencies concerning Mr. Oswald'!s appearance in Mexico City.
in the period September-October, 71965 (8ic) (means 1963)
and I'll just’reéd it ahd I'll just try to emphasize the
paft that when discussing Mr. Oswa;d. This memo starts:
the following‘information was received, and of course the
source is bianked out, on October 1, 1963, now I want to
.read this following informatiﬁn and tell me if you think

‘ ~there is anything more in the transcripts than what's

contained in this message. An American male contacted
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the Soviet Embassy and identified himself as Lee Oswald.
Is that correct so far? 1Is that basically what you had

in the transcript?

Mrs. Tarasoff: Yes.

Mr. Blackmer: This officer determined that Oswald
had been at the Soviet Embassy on 26 or -28 . (un¢lear):. .
September, 1963 and had talked with Kostikov, a member of
the Counselor section. Now do you know for a fact whether
he was at the Soviet Embassy?

Mr. Tarasoff: Wefcoﬁld never know that.

Mrs. Tarasoff: No.

Mr. Blackmer: You never knew that. And do you know

for a fact whether or not he talked to Kostikov on the

"telephone?

Mr. Tarasoff: Well, as I said before, it's a very
doubtful proposition and we could jump at conclusions all

weekend.

Mr. Blackmer: But, you don't know for a fact that

he did?
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Mr. Tarasoff: Not as a fact.
Mr. Blackmer: Mr. Oswald's contact was done in order

to learn if the Soviet Embassy had received a reply from

Washington concerning his. (Oswald's) request. Now, do you

~know, if in the conversation intercept, whether he was

requesting something?

Mrs. Tarasoff: If I can remember, I think he was
requesting financial help to go back to either go to

Cuba or to go to Russia.

Mr. Blackmer: You don't recall whether or not being...

(interrupted) .

Mrs. Tarasoff: But he needed financial assistance

because he didn't have much money.

Mr. Blackmer: Do you recall whether he asked the
Soviet Embassy people if they had received replies from
some previous requests he'd made?

Mrs. Tarasoff: No.

Mr. Blackmer: That is the information. So is there

any more information that you know from the transcripts
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Mr. Blackmer: about Mr. Oswald's telephone conversations,
is there more than is mentioned in the paragraph I just

read you? And, if so, what else did you know?

Mrs. Tarasoff: Well, I couldn't réally rely on my
-memory,nbut I know the conversation was quite lengthy,
in fact, the transcript must have been at least a couple of
pages or two and a half pages, because it has to be done
verbatim, word for word, it wasn't just listening to it and
then you making a summary. It was a verbatim transcript

made of both parties speaking to each other.

Mr. Blackmer: Well, WAS‘there any moré in the context
of what went on in that conversation other thénuthe‘fact
that he just waﬁted to know if he'd gotten:a.request. (sic)
back from the Soviets. Did he ask for anything? Do you

recall that he asked for anything? Did he ask for a visa?

Mrs. Tarasoff: That I wouldn't swear to. But I know
he was requesting financial help because he said he was

just out of money.

Mr. Blackmer: So that much is very clear. You do

remember he at least asked for financial help.

Mrs. Tarasoff: And he wanted to speak to someone
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Mrs. Tarasoff: in the Embassy who would be able to

finance, I guess give him the money.

Mr. Blackmer: Did he indicate that he wanted to

leave Mexico? .

Mrs. Tarasoff: Oh, definitely, he didn't want to stay,
well I know that he didn't want fo stay in Mexico because
he was going to leave; if he couldn't get results frqm éne
- of the embassies, the Cuban or the Soviet embassy, he wasn't

about to stay in Mexico.

Mr. Blackmer: Did you know this from the transcript
or is this from some.other knowledge that you gained since

then?

Mrs. Tarasoff: I don't know Whether that was in the
transcript or whether it was something that came throught

another source.

Mr. Blackmer: Can I ask you if you can recall-:from
the transcfipt, either one of you, whether or not he said
he wanted to go to Cuba of to Russia? You said he wanted
to get out of México, did the transcript, can you recall

. from the transcript, did he indicate where he wanted:to go?

He wanted to leave Mexico, where did he want to go?
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Mrs. Tarasoff: If any.placé,'he'WOUld‘éo‘back to
Russia. Because his wife ié/gissian éxtraction. Aﬁa this
is the one reason it puzzled both Boris and I that although
he married a Russian, why was shé_givén permission to leave
the country when it is so difficult for others to leave?

So there must be_some sort, there must have been sort of

an angle there. While he married a Russian girl, and he

lived there, I believe it was three or four years.

Mr. Blackmer: While we're on this record, let's not
get into opinions, I want to get anything that you can

' recall having seen on that transcript that indicated where
he wanted to go. You say he wahted financial aid, that

he was broke. Did it indicate where he wanted to go?

Mrs. Tarasoff: He really didn't care. He wanted to

~go to either Cuba or to Russia.
Mr. Blackmer: Do you know that from the transcript?

Mrs. Tarasoff: I would say that's exactly what he wanted,

if I can rely on my memory.

" Mr. Blackmer: And your.memory of what was in the

. transcript, that he wanted to go to Cuba or to Russia.
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Mrs. Tarasoff: He didn't want to stay in Mexico.
That was for sure. His purpdse in coming to Mexico was
to contact either one of the embassies because he couldn't
get any results in Washington.from the embassies.

Mr. Blackmer: We want to stay only with the knowledge
that you have based on what you transcribed. And you think
that you transcribed someﬁhing that indicated that he wanted
to leave Mexico City and travel to Cuba or Russia?

Mrs. Tarasoff: That's right.

Mr. Blackmer: And is that anywhere contained in

this 16 October 1963 memo?

Mrs. Tarasoff: Well, as far as dates are concerned.

Mr. Blackmer: You see the memo before you. Do you
see anything in there that indicates that he said that

he wanted to travel to Russia?
.Mrs. Tarasoff: No, none whatsoever.
Mr. Blackmer: Do you see anything in there sir?.

Mr. Tarasoff: I don't. I can't recollect.
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Mr. Blackmer: Well, you}mﬂmathe memo in front of

you.
Mr. Tarasoff: Well, I mean I can't recollect the
transcription.
Mr. Blackmer: We will see if we can get that
transcription. I want to thank you very much. I will

conclude my questioning and Mr. Brooten will now conclude

the remaining.session. Thank you Mrs. Tafasoff, Mr. Tarasoff.

Mr. Brooten: Now I have given Mr. Tarasoff a receipt

for that portable typewriter.

Mrs. Tarasoff: When you send it back, have it in

working order.

Mr. Brooten: Just for the record, do I have your

consent to take that and to run any tests on it.
Mrs. Tarasoff: Yes, you certainly do.

Mr. Brooten: As I explqined to you, at some future
date, the Select Committee on Assassinations of the House of

. Representatives may request your presence to appearA and
testify. Would you be willing to appear and testify before

the Congress regarding the matters to which we have discussed
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Mr. Brooten: today, that is your transcription of
the telephone tape between Lee Harvey Oswald and officials

of the Soviet Embassy.

Mrs. Tarasoff: I have no objection. As I long as it

‘would be a closed session and not a public thing.

Mr. Tarassof: I have no objection.
Mr. Brooten: All right.

Mrs. Tarassof: You know, some of these are open
to the public and everybody likes to sit in on a conversa-
tion and then everybody draws their, own conclusions.
got
Mr. Tarassof: By God, the KGB has/a stack of documents

about me that high.

Mr. Blackmer: Kenneth, before you conclude there is
one thing I did not go over with Mrs. Tarassof, and I'll
do that very briefly. Mrs. Tarassof, I want to show
you a few phdtographs.' And tell me if you recognize that

individual.

Mrs. Tarassof: No.
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Mr. Blackmer: I'm showing photographs taken from

the publication Coup e'etat In America. These are

photographs. I wonder if you could tell me if you

recognize either one of those two. (These were taken from
pages 208 through 223 of the above book.)

Mrs. Tarasoff: As far as the people are concerned
I wouldn't be able to recognize any of them. .Because I

never was shown any photos.

Mr. Blackmer: Having been in Mexico City.during
this period of time, I was wondering if maybe you'd séen

. any of these people?-

Mrs. Tarasoff: Oh, you mean just casually on the-

street. No.

Mr. Blackmer: Could I ask you if you know Howard

Hunt?
Mrs. Tarasoff: Know Howard Hunt, Hunt?
Mr.Tarasoff: Is he a defector:from Russia?

Mr. Blackmer: 1I'll show you three photographs of
‘ Howard Hunt, and I ask you if you recall having seen this
man in Mexico City in 1963, when you first arrived, whether

it be at the Embassy or on the street, or at a party?
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Mrs. Tarasoff: No
Mr. Tarasoff: No.

Mrs. Tarasoff: Because as far as our contact with

the embassy was very limited.

Mr. Blackmer: Can I also-ask you if ever in transcribing
any of these tapes in Russian, if you ever heard the Russians
discuss the fact that their Embassy was broken into or

someone was attempting to burglarize their Embassy?

Mr. Tarasoff: I cannot answer that positively.because

I don’t remember.
Mr. Blackmer: Very good. That'cohcludes my questioni%g.

Mr. Brooten: Mr. and Mrs. Tarasoff, I thank you very
much for taking the time that you have to discuss this both
last night and tonight with us. I would request - fﬁtii:,
on behalf of Richard Sprague, Chief Counsel of‘the Committee,
that you not discusé this. I can only make that:as a request.
If anyone should contact I would like to certainly know

about it. . Other than someone -officially from our Committee.

And this concludes these interviews.
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Mr. Blackmer: We are going back on the record for
a brief question. | I understand that you .succeeded George
Misko, who was familiar with the voices of the Russians in
the Russian Embassy, because he did the translating of the

tapes. iIs:that.correct?
Mr. Tarassof: That is correct.

Mr. Blackmer: I would also like to ask you if you
know if there. was anybody else, other than George Misko,
who was in the American Embassy, in September and October 1963
‘ . that was as familiar with the voices of the Russians in
the Russian Embassy than yourself. As familiar as you

were.

Mr. Tarassof: I doubt it. For the simple reason
that I had to deal with them day in and day out, and the.
people at the Empassy would probably get a crack at them

once in a while, which wouldn't give them sufficient basis

5

to know the people, to identify them.

Mr. Blackmer: To identify .the voices to put them

with the people.

‘ Mr. Tarasoff: To identify the voices to put them

with the people.
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Mr. Blackmer: Then I would like to ask you if
anyone checked with you to verify whether or not you.
had an opinion as to who the voice was on the other end

of the call with Oswald, on both conversations?
Mr. Tarasoff: No, not that I know of.

Mr. Blackmer: Mrs. Tarassof, do you know of anybody
in the American Embassy during that time that was as

familiar with the Russian voices-as your husband?

. Mrs. Tarasoff: No, I don't think there was really.
Because actually the reason why they had him come down,
was that needed somebody that was proficient. There were
some people that had a slight knowledge of Russian, but

as far as being proficient, no.

Mr. Blackmer: Can I ask you wheh you were talking
about voice identity tapes that you made putting the tape-.
with the name, were those identity tapes made before or:
after the Oswald call?

Mrs. Tarasoff: These tapes were made regularly.

‘ : Mr. Blackmer: Do you recall having made them when

you first came on or was it sometime after?
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Mrs. Tarasoff: No this was sometime after.

Mr. Blackmer: Was it sometime after the assassination?

Mrs. Tarasoff: Yes, definitely.

Mr. Ta;asoff: Yes, definitely.

-Mr. Blackmer: So there were no voice identityvtépes
that they could match voices with during the time of these

calls?

Mr., Tarasoff: Unless that particular tape was kept

for some reason.
Mr. Blackmer: Later on. But at the time the tape
was transcribed, there was no identity tape and no one
as proficient in Russian and knowing the voices than yourself?

MY¥. Tarasoff: No. I don't think so.

Mr. Blackmer: Very good. Thank YOu very much, we,

can conclude the interview now.

9.
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