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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

September 25, 1998 

 

TO:  Laura Denk, Executive Director 

 

FROM: Robert J. Skwirot 

 

SUBJECT: Sequestered Collection Microfilm Copy of the Oswald 201 File: Review Board staff 

procedures to confirm that the microfilm copy matches the original Oswald 201.      

                                                                   

                             

When copying to microfilm all the records that had been made available to the HSCA, the CIA 

transferred the Lee Harvey Oswald 201 file to 13 reels of microfilm.  The Review Board staff has 

made an effort to confirm that all of the records on the microfilm copy of the Oswald 201 file can be 

found in the original Oswald 201 which was reviewed by the Board in 1995 and 1996. 

 

The Review Board staff chose random samples from a printed copy of the microfilm Oswald 201 and 

verified that they were in the original Oswald 201 file.  This task proved difficult since the two 

copies of the file were not in the same sequence, possibly due to the mechanics of the microfilming or 

because the Oswald 201 has been disassembled, reviewed, and reassembled so many times. 

 

 Members of the Review Board staff spent approximately five days at different times over the past 

three years engaged in this meticulous work.  The page by page comparison of the hard copies of 

these files was supplemented by CIA database searches to find a match for those records which proved 

elusive to the Review Board staff.  Review Board staff members were able to physcially match each 

microflim record examined to the corresponding record in the original Oswald 201. 

 

It is likely that the microfilm of the Oswald 201 is a duplicate of the original.   Though the Review 

Board staff examined less than 10% of the microfilm copy of the Oswald 201, no record they viewed 

could not be matched to a copy in the original 201.  The only way to speak with absolute authority 

on this subject would be to match each and every record.  Our survey convinced the CIA team that 

viewing every record would not be the most productive use of limited staff resources. 

 

The microfilm reels of the Lee Harvey Oswald 201, as well as the printouts from the microfilm, will 

be transferred to NARA after September 30, 1998.  They will be released in full in 2017. 


