
When the FBI determines that electronic surveillance is a necessary component of a particular 

investigation, the FBI goes to a Federal court and obtains authorization pursuant to Title III to 

establish the surveillance.  Title III operates to automatically place all materials obtained from 

the overhear under court seal.  Then, if the U.S. Attorney wants to use the tapes in a prosecution, 

they have to petition the Federal court to have the seal lifted only for the portions of the tapes that 

will be played at trial.  The practical effect of this procedure is that everything that is not played 

at trial remains under seal.  Thus, in order for the Review Board staff to obtain access to the 

BriLab surveillance, it had to move to unseal the materials for the purpose of its review.  Then, 

when the Review Board staff located assassination records within the BriLab materials, it 

requested the Title III court to unseal the records for the purpose of public disclosure. 

 


