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File 4.20.1 and 4.20.4 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

March 3, 1998 

 

To:  Jeremy Gunn 

Executive Director 

 

cc:  Bob Skwirot 

CIA Team Leader 

 

From:  Michelle Combs 

Special Assistant for Research and Review 

 

Subject: CIA-IR-21 DRE Case Officer for December 1962 - April 1964 

 

In response to ARRB’s informal request for additional information and records,  

CIA-IR-21, CIA provided access to the Office of Personnel file for Mr. George E. Joannides.  I have 

examined the personnel file for Mr. Joannides for the period 1961-64 and 1978-79.  Mr. Joannides 

appears in documents in the CIA Sequestered Collection under his pseudonym Walter D. Newby. 

 

During the period December 1962 to April 1964, Mr. Joannides was assigned as a covert action 

officer at JMWAVE, serving as deputy and then chief of the station’s covert action branch.  During 

this time period, Mr. Joannides was the case officer for the Cuban exile group Directorio 

Revolucionario Estudiantil (DRE).  The descriptions of his duties and accomplishments in the 

personnel file are very general and contain no specific reference to his relationship with the DRE.  

There is no mention of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in the file and no information 

relevant to the assassination in the file.  There is also no indication that Mr. Joannides may have 

used or been known by the name “Howard” during his contacts with the DRE, although personnel 

files typically would not reveal this information one way or another. 

 

During the period mid-May 1978-January 1979, Mr. Joannides was assigned to work for Scott 

Breckinridge, the CIA’s principal coordinator to the House Select Committee on Assassination 

(HSCA) as a focal person to keep track of the status of HSCA requests, particularly to the Directorate 

of Operations.  In this role, Mr. Joannides developed and maintained a log and records of HSCA 

requests and CIA responses and handled the day-to-day follow up to HSCA requests. 

 

Several performance evaluation reports from the 1962-64 time period and a memoranda from Scott 

Breckinridge on Mr. Joannides’ duties during the 1978-1979 time frame were designated assassination 

records and are being processed for release.  


