
MEMORANDUM 

 

 

October 9, 1997 

 

To:  Jeremy Gunn 

Executive Director 

 

cc:  Tom Samoluk 

Deputy Director 

 

From:  Michelle Combs 

 

Subject: Files on Yuriy Ivanovich Nosenko in the CIA Sequestered Collection  

 Microfilm Containing Information of No Believed Relevance to the   Assassination 

of President John F. Kennedy 

 

The information on Yuriy Ivanovich Nosenko contained in the CIA Sequestered Collection microfilm 

consists of approximately 3600 pages of interviews, transcripts, memos, and reports.  Of the total, 

approximately 1200 pages have been released to the public as open in full or with redactions.  Of the 

1200 released pages, roughly 800 contain information directly relevant to Lee Harvey Oswald and the 

assassination of President John F. Kennedy.  Although all of these 800 pages have been released in 

redacted form, we have asked the Agency to re-review them under the standards of the JFK Act 

before we submit them to the Board. 

 

After my review of the Nosenko records and our discussion of the issues, it is my judgment that the 

remaining approximately 2400 pages are unrelated to the assassination of President Kennedy and 

should be processed as "NBR."   These NBR records, which are described on the attached list, 

consist of such items as general family and professional contact information, Soviet intelligence 

methodology, personalities,  and specific operations, and Soviet Navy information dating to 

Nosenko’s early career in Soviet Naval Intelligence.  Much of the information consists of various 

attempts by the Agency in the 1960's to establish Nosenko’s bona fides.  The October 1968 Solie 

Report, which has been released in redacted form and will be re-reviewed under the JFK Act, 

establishes Nosenko’s bona fides.  The conclusions of the Solie report were reaffirmed in a 1976 

report by John Hart.  A brief summary of the conclusions of the Hart Report will also be processed 

for release. 

 

The approximately 2400 pages of proposed Nosenko NBR records have been reviewed carefully to 

confirm that they contain no material helpful to a deeper understanding of the assassination.  During 

the review some additional material, not previously released, which may add to an understanding of 

the Nosenko story, was marked relevant and identified for processing and review.   
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NBR Folder Summaries 

 

Each folder also contains an HSCA signature sheet.  At least one member of the HSCA reviewed all 

but the last of the folders listed below. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 3 

 

During July and August 1965, Peter Deryabin, a Soviet defector, conducted a series of interrogations 

of Nosenko in conjunction with CIA efforts to establish Nosenko’s bona fides.  This folder contains 

one 66 page verbatim transcript of  two interrogation sessions which cover Nosenko’s family, 

background, early career, and Komsomol experiences.  

 

Reel 45, Folder 4 

 

This folder contains a 76 page verbatim transcript of  two interrogation sessions by Peter Deryabin 

which cover Nosenko’s career, Party membership, Komsomol personalities and procedures, military 

personalities and procedures, and his (then current) incarceration by the CIA. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 5 

 

This folder contains one 59 page verbatim transcript of  two interrogation sessions by Peter Deryabin 

which cover Nosenko’s military career, KGB buildings, personalities and procedures, and other Soviet 

intelligence people, roles, and titles. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 6 

 

All the documents in this folder, but one, have been released to the public.  The NBR document is a 

five page February 1964 memo from the Director of the Soviet Division (C/SR) David Murphy to the 

Deputy Director for Plans (DD/P) Richard Helms on plans to debrief Nosenko based on C/SR’s belief 

that Nosenko is a Soviet plant. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 8B 

 

This folder contains a 135 page report on Nosenko prepared in April 1969 by N. Scott Miler of the 

Counterintelligence Staff (DC/CI/SIG) based on the comments and questions of Anatoliy Golitsyn.  

The report contains Golitsyn’s comments on inconsistencies he believes exist in Nosenko’s testimony 

and his recommendations for further questioning.  Golitsyn believed Nosenko was a dispatched 

agent. 
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Reel 45, Folder 13 

 

This folder contains one document.  The document is a ten page extract from the 835 page study 

"The Case of Yuriy Ivanovich Nosenko" written by Peter Bagley of the Soviet Branch (DC/SB) in 

1967.   The document records Peter Deryabin’s conclusions on Nosenko’s bona fides.  Deryabin 

does not believe Nosenko. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 17 

 

This folder contains an 89 page verbatim transcript of an interrogation session by Peter Deryabin 

which covers Nosenko’s career as a KGB officer, his marriage, and KGB buildings, personalities, and 

procedures.  A two page key to the abbreviations in the transcript is also included in this folder. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 19 

 

This folder contains pages 349-602, part IV, of  the 835 page study "The Case of Yuriy Ivanovich 

Nosenko" prepared by Peter Bagley in 1967.  The study analyzes Nosenko’s biography, case work, 

and responsibilities as a Soviet intelligence officer.  The conclusion of the report is that Nosenko is a 

dispatched agent under the control of the KGB. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 20 

 

This folder contains an 89 page verbatim transcript of an interrogation session by Peter Deryabin 

which covers Nosenko’s career as a KGB officer and KGB buildings, personalities, and procedures. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 21 

 

This folder contains an 85 page verbatim transcript of an interrogation session by Peter Deryabin 

which covers Nosenko’s experiences in and knowledge of Komsomol and Communist Party 

personalities, buildings, and procedures. 

 

Reel 45, Folder 24 

 

This folder contains pages 1-84, parts I, II, III, and IV,  of  the 835 page study "The Case of Yuriy 

Ivanovich Nosenko" prepared by Peter Bagley.  
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Reel 45, Folder 25 

 

This folder contains pages 85-348, part V,  of  the 835 page study "The Case of Yuriy Ivanovich 

Nosenko" prepared by Peter Bagley. 

 

Reel 46, Folder 2A 

 

This folder contains pages 603-835, parts VII, VIII, and IX of  the 835 page study "The Case of 

Yuriy Ivanovich Nosenko" prepared by Peter Bagley. 

 

Reel 46, Folder 2B 

 

This folder contains a variety of documents, some of which have already been released to the public.  

The NBR documents include: 14 reports of interrogation sessions with Peter Deryabin in July and 

August 1965; an unsigned May 1965 memo for Chief SR/CI on the 3-13 May interrogation sessions 

with a psychologist, an unsigned May 1965 paper analyzing Nosenko’s sessions with the psychologist 

which refutes the reported conclusions of the psychologist, and a November 1968 Memorandum of 

Transmittal to SB/CI/K on the 15 Deryabin-Nosenko July-August 1965 transcripts. 

 

Reel 46, Folder 3 

 

This folder contains most of  the 186 page report by John Hart commissioned by the CIA in June 

1976.  Chapter X, pages 159-176 inclusive are missing.  The report is a reinvestigation of the 

Nosenko case in the context of reviewing the techniques of handling Soviet agents and defectors.  It 

is highly critical of the handling of the Nosenko case by the Clandestine Service.  The Hart Report 

endorses the conclusions reached in October 1968 by the Office of Security (the Solie Report) that 

Nosenko is a bona fide defector. 

 

Reel 46, Folder 5 

 

This folder contains documents pertaining principally to personalities in the Minsk area during Lee 

Harvey Oswald’s residence there.  Some documents in this folder have been released to the public.  

The two NBR documents include: a nine page 1964 “homework assignment” prepared by Nosenko on 

KGB leadership in the provinces and a four page memorandum on KGB personalities in the Minsk 

area in the mid 1970's. 

 

Reel 62, Folder 2 

 

This folder contains an 82 page verbatim transcript of an interrogation session by Peter Deryabin 
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which covers Nosenko’s background, marriage, and divorce. 

Reel 62, Folder 3 

 

This folder contains a 74 page verbatim transcript of two interrogation sessions by Peter Deryabin 

which detail Nosenko’s career progress and a disciplinary problem and its resulting impact on his 

promotion schedule. 

 

Reel 62, Folder 5 

 

This folder contains two verbatim transcripts (33 and 46 pages) of interrogation sessions by Peter 

Deryabin which cover specific KGB operations and a particular KGB operation targeted against an 

American tourist. 

 

Reel 62, Folder 6 

 

This folder contains one 22 page verbatim transcript of two interrogation sessions by Perter Deryabin 

which cover a particular KGB operation targeted against an American tourist. 

 

Reel 62, Folder 7 

 

This folder contains one 84 page verbatim transcript of two interrogation sessions by Peter Deryabin 

which cover Nosenko’s education, Navy career, and a particular KGB operation targeted against an 

American tourist. 

 

Reel 62, Folder 8 

 

This folder contains an eight page verbatim transcript of an interrogation session by Peter Deryabin in 

which Deryabin encourages Nosenko to confess that he was sent under KGB control and to think 

about becoming a double agent.  Nosenko responds that he has been telling Deryabin the truth all 

along. 

 

Reel 62, Folder 9 

 

The folder contains 51 pages of 12 Deryabin reports on his interrogation sessions with Nosenko in 

July and August 1965.  The information in these reports summarizes information detailed in the 

actual interrogation transcripts. 

 

Reel 62, Folder 10 
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File 4.20.5, 4.0.2, and 2.4 
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This folder contains a mix of intra and inter-Agency memoranda pertaining to the handling of 

Nosenko and is labeled “TS Material from Deryabin Safe.”  This folder was not examined by the 

HSCA staff.  Thirty-seven pages of documents have been released to the public.  The 97 pages of 

NBR documents include: correspondence with various US Government agencies and the Attorney 

General, memoranda on Nosenko’s day to day handling, emergency procedures for Office of Security 

guards assigned to Nosenko, a report to the CIA Inspector General on the Nosenko case, Nosenko’s 

request for political asylum, copies of his subsequent contracts with the CIA as an independent 

contractor, and additional reports, memos, and briefings concerning the Nosenko case and his 

handling. 

 

 


