
“Why is this [Zapruder] film so important?  It is enormously important, if you want to know 

what happened in Dealey Plaza, this film shows you, as much as any film can.  All queries and 

challenges to...[its]...authenticity, if this film is in government hands, can be satisfactorily 

overcome.  When that is done, this film then becomes a baseline for all additional studies for 

what happened in Dealey Plaza...there should be a protocol established as for how a digitized 

copy is made with the state of the art equipment...that digitized copy, which is then fully 

authenticated, should then be the basis of all research in the future.”--Josiah Thompson, April 2, 

1997 


