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UNITED STATES 00\~ .. ~:.~~MENT 

Memorandum 
1 IJ 

Mr. T. W. Leavitt ~t \ ! · 

1 Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Jllr. 

J. B. Adams 
J. J. McDermott 
H. N. Bassett 
D 'DATfE· ~oore., J;t'. 

. 2/24/78 
T. w·. Leavitt 
R. J. Gray, Jr. 
J. S. Leo ·. 
J • F • W}ic:llen 
R. J •. 

I ntell. -"--"'-"-1 
Laboi'Giol')' . 

Legal. Coun;~· · 1 

Plan. & lnop. 
Rec. 'Mgnt. · ·· 

·Sp~c:. fnv .. -·'·: 

Tech. S.Orv o..:.:...::; 

~· 
.-:::::::>· / 
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' . ··~ PURPOSE : 

~N) '. • ~ ~ To highlight the need to furnish pr . 
~<:)~concerning FOIA releases to Legat, Mexico City, or·.qther . 
<> ~ ~ Legats;!iue. to delic::ate relations maintained by our'-t.~gal 

N .?.;' '5 ~'Attaches w1th fore1gn governmentsJ{~)(U) · r..f 
~ ·3 ~~ {DETAILS: 

"" \ o..t ~ Leg at, Mexico City, by teletype 12/2/77, advised 
~.3 ~ that material released under FOIA on 11/21/77 was carried 

as a number of headline stories by Mexico City newspapers 
beginning 11/23/77, and on 11/-J0/77, the leading Mexico City 

ct. daily ·newspaper, "Excelsior" began a series of front page 
aarticles. The stories highlighted sensational:allegations 
VJabout FBI operations in Mexico and other statements drawn~ 

If}:? from the released material. Legat, Mexico City had not / 

( 

c 

· 00 H. been furnished advance notification of the release of tl'Kf 
-- material, and at that time strongly recommended advance \ ~ 

CCV ff notification be made to all foreign offices when FOIA dis~ · 
r'l o- closures were to be made pertaining to cou~ries within · . 

.• ~the respective territories of the Legats·. ~l:though_ ·· ~) · 
g · excellent cooperation in investigative matters. ha. s always \ 

~· .i!;o been furnished Leg at, Mexico City by Mexican authorities, v . 
~ ·~ 00 the Government of Mexico is particularly sensitive about 
·~ ..!!:! any informa ti being known publicly concerning this 
~. ~ cooperatio~ A sent a courier to Mexico City wi.th copies 
~ g of the release after articles appeared in the newspapers, 

and Legat, Mexico City was able to obtain a copy:: gf th& -
release from CIA and brief the American Ambas do who .. , 
was being questioned by the Mexican Governme . ~:.:....MAR;3~-~~ ; ::~" 

C~~~fr.::JIL 3J .. · • ···_... cf/.~ .5··,j ::t;;) ~ l ·.· .· . · .. ~ 
~'\~'!)~ REC ~ ~SE::.=E:....:· ~~~~~~~:=L,~~ 
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

DENT 
) In the above instance, Legat, Mexico City would not 

have been abl~to respond to the American Ambassador in a 
timely manner ithout the aid of CIA. Fortunate for the 
Legat, CIA pla ed enough importance on the release to have 
it flown to Mexico by courier .. In this instance, the 
Legat's office was in real jeopardy. C:The Government of 
Mexico will cooperate as lon~ as the cooperation is not 
made a matter of public record. The Mexican Government is 
very nationalistic, and makes very&,ffort in·public to 
app~ar free of u. S. influenc ~~\ 

has now alert~ us of a teletype 
CIA Headquarters 

....._ ___ -::::--::-------::-----,-...Jc once rn in g re 1 e as~e......-::-u:-:n=-:r. 7e-::r:--;t--,:-e=--
FOIA of documents in captioned matter. Legat, Mexico Ci 
expressed his concern mzer the adverse publicity likely· to 
result and the impact on our relations with Mexico. He 
again cited the need·to advise in advance the U.S. Ambassador 
in Mexico City and the Legat's conti:i'cts there, which is mrk 
diffic~lt by.the insufficient lead time granted in this 
matte~ By teletype to all SACs and Le~ats dated 1/16/78, 
notification was made that the above material was to be 
released 1/18/78. ~ . 

The two above-cited instances point out the neces$ity 
of prior notification and the dire consequences of failure 
to notify the host government and the American Embassy concerned. 
Failure to properly inform the American .ArnPassador in advance 
places ourLegat in·a most embarrassing position which could 
possibly be avoided. Failure to promptly provide similar in­
formation to the Legal Attache could easily jeoparize our 
entire Legal Attache opE?ration, taking into account·t~ 
sensitivities of the host country governmen~ llJ) 
RECOMMENDATION: 

~\tt[~hat in order to avoid placing our foreign operations 
in. j

1

~pardiJ future releases effecting our Legats be coordinated 
in advance with the Intelligence Division. 
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