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William H. Webster 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 1 
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Dear Mr. Director: 

Chairman Stokes asked me to respond to your letter of 
:December 6, 1978 in reference to materials furnished to the 
Bureau by the Department from Harold~Y,~eisberg. 

~~. I, too, share your concern that materials that are of a 
1 :.~ /sensitive character not enter the public domain. 

i. 

~f) 
~ My letter to Mr. Weisberg, of course, is not sensitive, 
''
1 ·nor are his two letters to me, both of which he apparently re
.~ tained copies of. 

II 

The other material, a copy of which was attached~~o your 
letter, constitutesthe typewritten notes that one Oliver~Patter
son gave to the Federal Bureau of Investigation while he was 
serving as an informant for the Bureau, providing the Bureau 
information on J. B. Stoneii.a~dward Fields, and the National 
Sta~es Rlf. ghhts Party: 

1
I dho'"liot ~now i~Mr. Patterson retained /' IQC, 

coples o t e mater1a s. e pr.oy~~ed \(tli-~u;eau. '1 
DE-24 . · · .. /· .. ·· -· 

In any event, 1n the course of this Committee's investi-
gation of the possible involvement of Stoner and the National 
States Rights Party in the assassination of Dr. King, Oliver 
Patterson was identified as a possible witness. He was inter
viewed by staff investigators and he acknowledged that he had 
been an informant for the FBI. He also provided to the Com
mittee a waiver of his confidential relationship with the Bureau. 
It was based on this waiver that my letter of January 26, 1978 
requested access to Mr. Patterson's informant files, in order 
that the Committee could verify Mr. Patterson's present recol- "'""' 
lection of events of a number of years ago. I understood, at 
the time, that your release to the Committee of these I'!'l:(frerlals; 
was done with the un~erstanding that since they stemmed fro:rn.--:J/ )-"J 
Mr. Patterson, it was contemplated that there was n(ik;.;.f)hjeetion · · ' 
to Mr. Patt;rson having what he had originally given to the 
Bureau. ~' 1 iA 
' \._y\ ·. ·~ " . '· i . 

1 ·.-·.·. . . 
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Director William H. Webster 
December 13, 1978 
Page 2 

1 As you may be aware, this Committee's relationship with 
!!Mr. Patterson parallels that of the Bureau's. To put it mildly, 
it has not been wholely satisfactory. Mr. Patterson provided 
information to the Committee under a promise of confidentiality. 
He was not a Committee informant in the sense that he received 

,compensation for the information. Only witness fees were paid 
to him. Nevertheless, that he was cooperating with the Com
mittee ultimately came to the attention of the Ray family and 
Mark;4~ane. Apparently, out of a concern for his personal safety, 

,he repUdiated his relationship with the Committee and has been 
a source of a variety of false charges against staff employees. 

I have to assume that the materials in the possession of 
IMr. Weisberg were obtained from Mr. Patterson. If I am correct 
)in this assumption, what was seemingly a release of sensitive 
!materials to the public by the Committee can be placed in a 
proper context. 

I regret that this instance may have caused you any con
cern. If my understanding of the facts are correct, in fact 
nothing has gotten into the public domain through Mr. Patterson's 

:,actions that he was not capable of releasing independent of the 
Bureau's or this Committee's actions. 

You may rest assured that the Committee will in the weeks 
ahead continue to afford that material that you have made avail
able to it all measure of confidentiality. As I am sure Danny 
Coulson and the other men working with the Committee will assure 
you, every step is being taken in the development of the final 
report to see to it that the spirit, as well as the tenets, of 
,the Memorandum of Understanding are adhered to. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
G. Robert'<aJakey 
Chief Counse'!-,,and Director 
( ~ ~ r"• 'f -~~- :: {, ~,., \ .. ; ··~ ' . .. .. , ""\':' ;~ ·'-"" ~:-:.--) ;7 . ~~. ) 

GRB:dm 

cc: Mr. Robert L. Keuch 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
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Mr. Zolbe, 6212 (TL #244) 
Mrs. Elliott, 6212 (TL #244) 

Mr. Butler, 7437 (TL #245) 
--Miss Beasley, 7437 (TL #245) 
--Miss Brennan, 7438 (TL #245) 

Miss Dixon, 7438 (TL #245) 

Mrs. Major, 7437 (TL #245) 
--Mrs. Ridgell, 7437 (TL #245) 
--Mr. McNally, 7437 (TL #245) 

Mrs. Waskiewicz, 7437 (TL #245) 

Mr. Wright, 7449 (TL #245) 
--Mrs. Fosmoe, 7449 (TL #245) 
--Mr. Dean, 7449 (TL #245) 
--Mr. Mitchell, 7449 (TL #245) 
--Mr. Hawley, 7449 (TL #245) 
--Mr. Flemmings, 7449 (TL #245) 
--Mr. Akiyama, 7441 (TL #245) 
--Mr. Rosenthal, 7441 (TL #245) 

Mr. Rahne, 7441 (TL #245) 

Mr. Crone, 7433 (TL #245) 
--Miss Bartz, 7433 (TL #245) 
--Mrs. Kording, 7443 (TL #245) 

Mrs. Strobel, 7443 (TL #245) 

Mrs. Davis, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Mrs. Scott, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Mrs. Baker, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Mr. Can dell, 7455 (TL #245) 
--Mrs. Crooks, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Miss D. Davis, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Miss Hipkins, 7455 (TL #245) 
--Mr. O'Donnell, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Miss Parks, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Miss Sutler, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Mrs. Schuessler, 7448 (TL #245) 

Mr. White, 7448 (TL #245) 

Miss Morris, 7258 (TL #245) 
--Mr. Shely. 7258 (TL #245) 
--Mrs. Rose, 7258 (TL #245) 
--Miss Womack, 7258 (TL #245) 

Copy /Reduction, 7448 (TL #245) 
--Supply Room, 7448 (TL #245) 

Population, 7455 (TL #245) 

CALL ME 
--SEE ME 

===~zEURN BY------

--RETURN TO BUF1LE 
--NECESSARY ACTION 

I 

~--- CRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mr. Tykal, 6212 (TL #244) 
Mrs. Mikoy, 6212 (TL #244) 

__ Mr. Joyce, 6226A (TL #244) 

Mrs. Tunney, 6226B (TL #244) 
--Miss Beals, 6226B (TL #244) 
--Mrs. Hudson, 6218 (TL #244) 
--Miss Near, 6220 (TL #244) 
--Miss Morse, 6220 (TL #244) 
--Mrs. Bronstein, 6218 (TL #244) 

<'i~_-,!J; a-:--;;:.6"2"36A (TL #244) 
~ .)~~3.6A (TL #244) 

--Mrs. Derk, 6236 (TL #244) 
--Mrs. Klischer, 6236 (TL #244) 

Mr. Kelly, 6236 (TL #244) 

Mrs. Gonzales, 6240B (TL #244) 
---Mrs. Lavallee, 6240B (TL #244) 

Miss Redman, 6248 (TL #244) 

Mrs. Anderson (Reading Room) 
--443 7 (TL #242) 

Mr. Frauson (Tour Office) 
--M956 (TL #154) 
__ Miss Ernhout, M956 (TL #154) 

___ Leave Clerk, 6212 (TL #244) 

__ Publications, 6236 (TL #244) 
Mailing List, 6236 (TL #244) 
Ticklers, 6236 (TL #244) 

__ Duplicating, 6236 (TL #244) 

__ Speech Coordination, 7883 (TL #213) 

Miss Gallop, 6992 (TL #314) 
--Miss Lass, 5835 (TL #211) 
--Miss Nommensen, 6995 (TL #314) 

Miss Phelan, 5644 (TL #211) 

IDENT CORRESPONDENCE 

Missing Persons, 9939 (TL #323) 
--General and Congressional 
--11286 (TL #332) 

RECOMMENDATION/COMMENT 
--COORDINATE 
--PER CALL/INQUIRY 
--JNFORMA TION 

SEE REMARKS REVERSE 

Mr. McCreight (FOIPA) 
--6296 (TL #314) 

Mrs. Bartnek 
--5841 (-TL #211) 

Mr. Curran 
--1358 (TL ~153) 

Mr. Kenney 
--1323 (TL #153) 

Mr. Kuhn 
--4859 (TL #224) 

Mr. Keehan 
--6823 (TL #212) 

Mr. Divan 
--(Research Section) 

7648 (TL #213) 
White Collar 

--Crimes Section 
5155 (TL #233) 
Civil Rights Section 

--5121 (TL #233) 
Personal & Property 

--Crimes Section 
5030 (TL #233) 
Organized Crime 

--Section 
3076 (TL #231) 
Routing Unit 

--4336 (TL #Ill) 
Serialize 

--Special & Return 
File Special 

Applicant 
--Correspondence 

6648 (TL #212) 

File Review 
--5447A (TL #143) 

Housing 
--1010 (TL #252) 

Information Desk 
--6437 (TL #244) 

Mail Room 
--1B327 (TL #152) 

Payroll 
--1901 (TL #153) 

Printing Unit 
--1B973 (TL #151) 

Property 
--1835 (TL #253) 

Service Unit 
--4654 (TL #225) 

Return to Department, 
--Please 

4859 (TL #224) 

-"IL;~~~--~-----------------Room r:3 ((·~If: ''\ TL# ....::(:c."~c.·....c:-.:.~-,...:(_1 ______ _ 
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Correspondence :.. l!Jnifoi'm Crime Reporting Section 
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TO BLDG. ROOM 
Telelift 

#214 7421 _ _M_r_. __ El\r!:l!lgton _______ _ 

Civil Litigation Unit 

/} 
/ ., 

0 RECOMMENDATION/COMMENT 0 lOG 0 NECESSARY ACTION 
0 SEE REMARKS ON REVERSE 0 FilE 0 COORDINATE 
0 MAKE COPIES (NO. 0 SEE ME 0 PER INQUIRY 
0 RETURN [BY, ,__,. _ _:_) __ ~Oc=--_CA_l_l_M_E __ ___,..,o_~I_N_FO_R_M_AT_IO_N __ 
FRoM /l '"'(_/, L// .- _ , v_ BLDG. RooM · ff.J'--"-- ~~~. JEH ---'11(, ffJ 

LEGAL COUNSEL PHONE DATE i?r:: J./0 1979 

FORM DOJ-359A 
8-1-74 ""' 



4·22 (Rev; 8·20·79) 

FEDERAL BUREitif OF INYESTIQATION 
itecords Branch 

./ 
/ / , 19' 

D N"9-me Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115 
ca EfuWizs f'lni~ 225 
D Forward to FileRevi~, TL# 143 
c:::=(Attention __ __:_::__ _ __:__· ----,----,-----,-
G:rReturn to · · ~· .:: ~-

Supervisor, Room, TL#, Ext, 

Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 
D Restricted Search <Active Index) 
[Bi)nrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 
D Unrestricted (5 & 30) 

Speciaj.Anstructions: <Check One) 
0 All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
D Subversive Search 
D Nonsubversive Search 
D Main References Only 
~xact Name Only (On the Nose) 
D Buildup D Variations 
D Restristep to Locality of --,.,.._. -----

Subject ;:~/:::/ .... : / /, :"/ /·/ 

Rirthdate &_fl:}a¢,_.r~ /. _1 ' · 

Address / ;,:.r ... ·.· >/." /' J 

Localities ---------------r-

(l·.ll :+-. 0 Searcher , •. 1 
R# Date ·1., Initials -~....:.7f1V 

SERIAL 

... 
/"-/ 

i :\ ·' 

FBI/DOJ 
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NUMEROUS REFE::i.ENCE 

Supervisor .:?\\_~v-_______ R oom lod-~~ 
0 1 . 1 Searcher\ /n,~ 

R II Date -~1~ \LJ ..Jnitial -~ 

Prod, -----------------------

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 
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